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PREFACE. 


As  no  alteration  has  taken  place  in  the  tonduft  of 
the  New  Annual  Hegifter  ;  and  as  the  little  cavils 
which  have  been  raifed  againft  it  by  interefted  perions, 
have  been  completely  filenced  by  time  and  experience, 
which  have  fandtioned  our  opinions,  there  is  little  to  be 
faid  in  prefenting  to  our  readers  a  new  volume. 

Our  Domeftic  Hiftory  will  be  found  to  be  chiefly  oc¬ 
cupied,  this  year,  by  the  very  interefting  debates  of  par¬ 
liament  on  the  celebrated  bills  which  produced  fo  ma-* 
terial  an  alteration  in  our  fyftem  of  law  concerning 
treafon  and  fedition, — on  the  conduct  of  the  war,— and 
on  the  finances  of  the  nation.  In  this  department  of  the 
work,  we  have  purfued  our  ufual  mode,  that  of  bring¬ 
ing  together  all  the  debates  on  every  particular  topic,  in 
order  to  prefent  to  the  rdader  the  mo  ft  complete  and 
jfatisfadtory  view  of  the  arguments  on  every  fubjedt. 

The  flighted:  infpedtion  of  our  Foreign  Hiftory  will 
convince  our  readers  that  it  is  not  compiled  from  news¬ 
papers  or  from  any  common  fources  of  intelligence.  It 
will,  therefore,  in  many  refpedls,  be  found  to  differ  from 
the  accounts  now  generally  received.  We  can,  how¬ 
ever. 
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ever,  affure  the  public,  that  it  is  not  the  lefs  genuine 
and  authentic  for  that ;  and  we  can  further  affure  them, 
that  we  have  never  prefumed  to  differ  from  the  com¬ 
mon  and  official  accounts,  but  where  our  information 
proceeded  from  fo  fuperior  an  authority  as  to  leave  not 
a  doubt  but  that  it  was  right.  Some  explanation  will 
alfo  be  found  in  this  volume,  of  certain  political  tranf- 
adtions,  which  have  appeared  in  a  myfterious  light  to 
moll  perfons •,  but  thefe  affairs  will  be  Hill  more  am¬ 
ply  elucidated  in  our  next  volume. 

On  the  literary  parts  of  this  yolume,  the  ufual  at¬ 
tention  has  been  bellowed ;  and  we  trull  they  will  not 
be  found  inferior  to  our  former  endeavours  in  thefe  de¬ 
partments. 
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IN  GREAT  BRITAIN, 

’  *  •  «  •»_ 

^During  the  Commonwealth  and  the  Ufurpation  of  Cromwell. 

IT  has  frequently  been  remarked,  that,  in  periods  of 
public  commotion  and  of  civil  anarchy,  the  noblelt 
energies  of  the  human  mind  are  often  called  forth  to 
action ;  and  if  we  have  to  witnefs  much  calamity,  vice, 
and  horror,  the  profpe£t  is  fo, me  what  cheered  by  exam¬ 
ples  of  virtue  uncontaminated  by  intereft,  and-  of  genius 
Unfettered  by  timidity.  Yet  the  fhort  fpace  of  time  which, 
ejapfed  from  the  depolition  of  the  frft  Charles  to  the  ac- 
ceffion  of  his  fon,  prefents  us  w.ith  not  many  names  of 
eminence  in  literature,  which  were  unnoticed  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  period.  There  was  certainly  a  large  mafs  of 
learning  depolited  at  this  time  in  various  hands;  but  that 
learning  was  obfcured  by  pedantry ;  and  the  fcience,  as 
well  as  the  morals  of  the  age,  was  perverted  by  fanati 
C|ifm.  It  was  an  age  of  proje£ls,  but  thofe  projefts  par¬ 
took  of  all  the  wildnefs  of  anarchy ;  and  hiftory  and  poli¬ 
tics  were  debafed,  as  they  too  commonly  are,  by  a  devo¬ 
tion  to  party. 
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The  rapid  tranfition  of  the  human  mind  from  torpid 
ignorance  to  reftlefs  fpeculation,  from  ftupidity  to  error, 
was,  perhaps,  never  more  ftrongly  inftanced  than  in  thofe 
ages  which  immediately  fucceeded  the  reformation.  A 
blind  devotion  to  the  papal  decrees,  an  averfion  to  in¬ 
quiry,  an  indifference  to  knowledge  and  ta  taftef  charac¬ 
terized  fueceffive  ages  and  generations,  of  which  fcarcely 
a  monument  remains,  except  upon  the  tables  of  chrono¬ 
logy.  An  accidental  difcovery,  the  invention  of  printing, 
feems  to  have  awakened  the  European  world  from  its 
mental  lethargy ;  and  no  fooner  was  religious  liberty  re- 
ffored,  and  the  fcriptures  refcued  from  the  ftpong  and 
fferile  grafpof  the  papal  hierarchy,  than  a  fcene  of  confufion 
enfued,  —  every  man  heard  them  in  his  own  tongue;  or, 
more  properly,  he  forced  them  to  fpeak  a  language  con¬ 
genial  to  the  caprices  of  his  own  imagination. 

The  ardour  for  theological  fpeculation  was  fomewhat 
repreffed,  as  we  have  already  feen,  by  the  arbitrary  inter¬ 
ference  of  government  during  the  reigns  of  Elizabeth  and 
her  immediate  fucceffor.  But  thefe  impediments  were 
no  fooner  removed  by  the  downfall  of  Charles,  and  the 
fevere,  though  not  wholly  unmerited,  punifbment  of 
Laud,  than  the  utmoft  latitude  was  given  to  the  excur- 
lions  of  the  imagination ;  and  there  was  fcarcely  a  doc¬ 
trine  or  text  of  fcripture  which  could  be  perverted,  that 
did  not  ferve  as  the  foundation  on  which  fome  clafs  of 
enthufiafts  erected  a  new  form  of  religion.  The  difciples 
of  Calvin  were  divided  into  various  parties ;  many  of 
them  embraced  with  avidity  the  tenets  of  the  anabap- 
tiffs,  and  a  Hill  larger  party  of  the  old  puritans  difcover- 
ed  that  even  the  prelbyterian  church  was  not  fufficiently 
democratical ;  that  the  church  of  Corinth  had  a  com¬ 
plete  independent  jurifdiaion  within  itfelf;  and  they  de¬ 
termined,  in  confeqaence,  that  every  particular  and  di- 
ftindt  congregation  of  chriftians  muft  have  a  full  power* 
to  regulate  all  its  own  concerns  without  the  aid  of 
either  bifhops  or  fynods,  and  independent  of  all  connexion 
with  other  churches.  This  party,  from  theif  pajticular 

tenets* 
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tenets,  were  termed  Independents  ;  and  with  this  party  it 
was,  that  the  artful  and  ambitious  Cromwell  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  conneft  himfelf.  Where  there  exifts  no  regular 
principle  of  aflociation, where  there  is  no  connected 
government  or  fubordination  in  any  fociety,  that  fociety, 
whether  civil  or  religious,  will  more  readily  be  reduced 
under  the  yoke  of  flavery.  The  prefbyterian  party  under 
Cromwell,  therefore,  loft  all  its  weight  and  importance 
In  -the  ftate  ;  fome  of  its  members  were  fubjefted  to  the 
feverity  of  perfection  ;  the  independents,  of  all  the  greater 
fefts,  were  alone  admitted  to  the  favour  of  the  protedfor, 
while  fome  of  the  weaker  and  leaft  numerous  of  the  other 
lefts  enjoyed  perfeft  toleration,  if  not  protection,  from  the 
court,. 

It  is  difficult  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  innovation,  and  it 
is  moft  difficult  in  religious  fpeculation.  The  indepen¬ 
dents  themfelves  divided,  after  fome' time,  into  a  number 
of  fubordinate  fefts ;  and  fome  of  them,  by  interpreting 
the  obfcure  parts  of  fcripture  in  a  literal  fenfe,  embraced 
and  propagated  the  wildeft  doftriries,  and  the  moft  ab- 
furd  delufions.  The  Ranters  received  their  name  from 
the  violence  of  their  extemporaneous  harangues,  and 
from  their  ridiculous  and  unnatural,  gefticulation.  The 
Antinomians,  not  content  with  rejecting  entirely  the  Jew- 
ifh  difpenfation,  and  cancelling  even  the  moral  precepts 
of  the  law,  extended  the  doctrine  of  juftification  by  the 
death  of  Chrift  to  an  unwarrantable  extreme,  and  aflerted 
that  juftification  precedes  the  birth  of  the  individual,  and 
that  it  is  impoffible  that  by  any  part  of  his  conduct  he 
can  became  obnoxious  to  future  puniffiment.  The  Fifth- 
monarchy-men,  exulting  in  the  overthrow  of  temporal 
fovereignty,  applied  the  prophecies  which  relate  to  the 
advent  of  Chrift  in  their  literal  fenfe  5  they  aflerted  that 
this  was  the  feafon  indicated  by  the  prophets,  in  which 
Chrift  was  to  reign  with  his  eleft  upon  earth  ;  fome  of 
them  even  aflumed  the  prophetic  character,  proclaimed 
themfelves  the  precurfors  of  the  Lord,  and  pronounced 
pofitively  the  fpeedy  downfall  of  all  other  principalities 
and  powers. 

•:  Among 
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Among  the  numerous  pretenders  to  the  gift  of  prophe. 
cy,  few  were  more  fuccefsful  than  the  celebrated  Lodo- 
wick  Muggleton,  who,  from  the  humble  ftation  of  a  jour¬ 
neyman  taylor,  was  fuddenly  exalted  into  the  founder  of 
a  fe£t.  His  affbciate  was  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Reeves 
who  was  perfectly  on  a  level  with  him  both  as  to  ftation 
and  erudition.  They  exhibited  themfelves  as  the  two 
laft  yvitneffes  of  God ;  they  affirmed  an  abfolute  power 
of  difpenfing  damnation  or  falvation  to  mankind  ;  and 
preached  that  the  end  of  the  wbrld  was  at  hand.  From 
the  nature  of  their  tenets,  however,  their  popularity  was 
but  ot  l'hort  duration.  The  difappointment  of  a  predic¬ 
tion  is  generally  fatal  to  the  reputation  of  the  prophet: 

• — their  credit,  therefore,  furvived  them  but  a  few  years  ; 

and  we  believe  the  fed  is  now  nearly,  if  not  utterly’ 
extinift.  ■ 


Moft  of  thefe  viiionaries  had  their  advocates.  But  few 
of  the  productions  which  contain  their  literary  hiftory, 
have  defcended  to  pofterity;  and  thefe  are  only  depofited 
in  the  libraries  of  ecclffiaftical  antiquarians.'  They  in¬ 
deed  trufted  more  in  general  for  the  propagation  of  their 
doctrines  to  the  force  of  their  extempore  eloquence,  than 
to  the  excellence  of  their  competitions.  Enthuiiafm  is 
an  active  principle,  and  but  leldom  fubmits  to  the  patient 
drudgery  of  iiterary  labour. 


While  a  ftnet  regard  to  truth  obliges  us  to  aferibe 
the  origin  of  the  quaker  proteilion  to  a  fpirit  of  e.nthu- 
ftafm  in  ns  lirft  preachers,  yet  we  muft  acknowledge 
that  religious  enthufiafni  has  never  appeared  iff' a  more 
amiable  form,  nor  was  ever  blended  with  purer  and 
more  refined  principles  of  morality.  George  Fox,  the 
famous  founder _  of  this  rcfpectabie  feft,  was  born  at 
Diayton  in  Leicefterfliire,  and  exercifed  the  humble 
occupation  of  a  thoe-maker  for  a  confiderable  time  in. 
the  town  of  Nottingham.  He  is  rppjefented  to  have 
been  of  a  penfive  and  retired  temper;  and  as  fober  man- 
ners  in  tiiat  ciafs  ot  life  are  commonly  connected  with 
a  devotional  ipint,  his  leifure  hours  were  fpent  in  the 

affiduoiis 
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iiffiduoiis  tody  of  the  fenptures.  He  at- length  publicly 

proclaimed  himfelf  to  be  an  infpired  preacher ;  and  the 
fimpiicity  of; .his, manners,  the  parity  of  his  life,  the  gene* 
ral  utility  and  excellence  of  his  precepts,  and  his  adroit- 
nefs  in  defending  his  tenets  upon  the  principles  of  ferip* 
ture,  foon  attra&ed  a  number  of  difciples.  He  declaimed 
with  yehemence  and  with  energy  againft  the  vices  of  the 
age. —  He  condemned  war,  and  proved  it  inconteifably  to 
be  altogether  inconfiftent  with  the  chriftian  profeffion. 
Oaths,  upon  every  occafion,  he  regarded  as  a  fpecies  of 
blafphemy.  —  He  ftrenuoufly  recommended  fimpiicity  in 
drefs,  and  frugality  in  all  domeftic  arrangements.  The 
perfections  which  this  good  man,  this  truly  apoftolical 
preacher,  endured  in  his  endeavours  to  reform  a  corrupt 
yet  bigoted  age,  are  a  ftigma  on  the  times  in  which  he 
lived,  and  a  difgrace  to  profeffmg  chriftians.  The  ufurper 
Cromwell  himfelf  felt  the  force  of  his  rebukes ;  and  his 
military  defpotifm  tottered  before  the  preacher  of  peace** 
H  is  foldiers  themfelves  were  unable  to  re  lift  that  reafen- 
ing  which  proved  from  the  gofpel  the  unlawfulnefe  of 
their  profeffipn  ;  and  the  fatellites  of  tyranny  became  the 
apoftles  of  peace,  and  the  martyrs  of  religion.  Not  only 
many  of  the  converts  of  Fox,  therefore,  were  feverely 
punifhed,  but  he  himfelf  was  fubjecled  to  a  rigorous  im« 
prifonment  by  the  orders  of  the  government;  and  the  reft 
of  the  quaker  preachers  were  enjoined  iilence  under  fevere 
penalties:— but  what  human  authority  can  filence  or  coun¬ 
teract  the  force  of  truth  ? 

Among  the  military  converts  of  Fox,  one  of  the  rnoft 
extraordinary  was  James  Naylor,  who  had  been  bred  a 

*  The  following  ftory  is  told  by  Whitlocke,  p.  599.  Some  quakers  at 
Hahngton  in  Northumberland  coming  to  the  minitter  on  the  fabbath- 
day,  and  fpeaking  t'o  him,  the  people  fell  upon  the  quakers,  and  almoft 
killed  one  or  two  of  them,  who  going  but  fell  on  their  knees,  and  prayed 
God  to  pardon  the  people,  who  knew  not  what  they  did ;  and  after¬ 
wards  fpeaking  to  the  people,  fo  convinced  them  of  the  evil  they  had 
done  in  beating  them,  that  the  country  people  fell  a-quarrelling,  and 
beat  One  another  more  than  they  had  before  beaten  the  quakers. 

farmer. 
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farmer,  but  who,  during  the  civil  wars,  had  enlifted  as  a 
foldier  in  the  parliamentary  army.  Naylor  foon  became 
a  preacher  among  the  new  feet;  and  his  zeal  was  not 
unaccompanied  by  talents.  But  the  modefty  and  fimpli- 
city  which  characterized  the  quakers  in  general,  were,  in 
the  violence  of  enthufiafm,  or  in  the  career  of  vanity,  for¬ 
gotten  by  Naylor.  Not  content  with  affuming  the  pro# 
phetic  character,  it  is  faid  he  arrogated  to  himfelf  titles 
which  approached  to  blafphemy,  and  difgraced  religion 
by  tnc  extravagancies  which  he  committed.  His  followers 
participated  in  his  Zealand  his  infanity ;  and  (if  we  may 
credit  contemporary  writers),  as  he  paffed  through  Briftol 
in  his  way  to  London  from  the  weft,  the  multitude  who  ac¬ 
companied  him,  proclaimed  him  as  thepromifed  Mefliah, 
and,  in  imitation  of  our  Saviour’s  entry  into  Jerufalem 
fung,  as  they  marched  before  him,  the  facred  hymn  — 
“  Ho,y>  holy,  holy.  Lord  God  of  Sabaoth  —  Hofannah  in 
the  highefl,  &c.”  So  grofs  a  mockery  of  religion  was 
not  to  be  endured  by  fanaticifm  itfelf.  The  pretended 
prophet  was  apprehended  by  the  magiflrates,  and  fent  to 
London  to  be  examined  by  the  parliament.  The  parlia¬ 
ment,  in  this  inftance,  departed  from  their  functions  as 
legillators,  and  affumed  the  complex  character  of  judges, 
jury,  and  accufers.  The  fentence  was  as  fevere  as  it  was 
probably  unjuft ;  and  the  irregularity  of  the  proceedings 
leads  us  to  fufpea  the  truth  of  the  evidence  on  which 
he  was  faid  to  be  convicted.  Either  his  fufferings  reftored 
him  to  his  right  fenfes,  or  (what  we  are  difpofed  to  be# 
lieve)  his  errors  had  been  grolsly  exaggerated  and  mif- 
jeprefented.  In  his  confinement  he  compofed  feveral 
traffs  in  a  (train  of  piety,  bordering  indeed  on  enthufiafm, 
but  in  a  fpiiit  of  humility  little  confident  with  the  charges 
of  blafphemy  alleged  againft  him.  The  writings  of  the 
quakers  in  general  were,  however,  at  this  period  but 
little  noticed  without  the  narrow  boundaries  of  their  owil 
feft.  In  the  lucceeding  reign  the  tenets  of  the  fociety 
were  acutely  defended  by  the  learning  and  talents  of  a 
Barclay ;  and  their  conftitution  was  organized  and  db 
gefted  by  the  judgment  of  a  Benn* 

The 


The  Sbcinian  doCtrines,  which  had  been  publifhed  in 
oland  in,  the  latter  end  of  the  preceding  century,  had  at 
lis  period  made  but  little  progrefs  in  Great  Britain;  yet 
le  do&rine  of  the  Trinity  was  vigoroufly  impugned  by 
ohn  Biddle,  a  ftudent  of  Magdalen  hall,  Oxford,  and 
latter  of  the  free  fchool  of  Crypt,  in  the  city  pf  Glou- 
efter,  who  fuffered  a  long  and  rigorous  imprifonment 
•om  the  Calviniftic  party  in  the  long  parliament,  and  was 
t  length  tried  for  his  life  on  the  infamous  ordinance  of 
flafphemy,  which  was  patted  by  that  body,  and  was  ref¬ 
illed -from  the  fatal  effe&s  of 'this  profecUtion  only  by 
be  interference  of  Cromwell.  It  does  not  appear  that 
Middle  was  converfant  with  the  writings  of  the  Polifh 
>rethren ;  and  his  objections  to  the  received  doQrine  of 
he  Trinity  were  chiefly  confined  to  the  divinity  of  the 
doly  Ghoft.  He  was  committed  to  prifon  along  with 
>ther  diffenters  after  the  reftoration,  where  he  foon  con-, 
jaCted  a  difeafe,  of  which  he  died. 


The  more  powerful  and  numerous  fe£ls,  thofe  which 
it  different  periods  of  this  flu&uating  government  en- 
oyed  the  favour  and  prote&ion  of  the  legiflature  and  the 
court,  it  may  well  be  imagined,  included  among  their 
partisans  feveral  men  ol  great  and  eminent  talents. 
Among  the  prelbyterians  there  are  none  whofe  names 
have  defcended  to  pofterity  with  a  reputation  equal  to 
that  of  Matthew  Poole,  and  Edmund  Calamy.  Mr.  Poole 
yras,  however,  only  known,  at  the  period  of  which  we  are 
now  treating,  as  the  author  of  fome  ufeful  traces,  and  as 
a  man  of  confiderable  erudition.  His  great  work,  the 
Synopfis  Criticorum  Bibliorum,  was  not  undertaken  till 
the  fucceeding  reign,  after  his  ejection  from  the  church 
of  St.  Michael-le-Quern,  of  which  he  was  reftor  upwards 
of  twelve  years.  Edmund  Calamy  was,  as  well  as  Matthew 
Poole,  educated  at  Cambridge  ;  and,  in  the  year  1 739,  was 
chofen  by  the  parifhioners,  minitter  of  St.  Mary,  Alderman-, 
bury.  Very  early  in  life  he  evinced  ftrongly  his  antipathy 
to  the  Arminian  party ;  and  this  circumftance,  it  is  al¬ 
leged,  prevented  his  obtaining  a  fellowfhip  in. the  univei> 
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fity,  though  his  literary  acquirements  and  his  ftanding 
both  entitled  him  to  it,  and  though  his  character  was 
unblemished.  Mr.  Calamy  commenced  his  ecclefiafticai 
career  as  a  conformift  to  the  ehurch  of  England,  and  is  faid 
rather  to  have  objected  to  the  forms  under  which  epifco- 
pacy  was  eftablifhed  in  this  country,  than  to  epifcopacy 
itfelf.  Though  he  occafionally  preached  before  the  houfe 
of  commons  during  the  interregnum,  yet  he  took  no  part 
in  the  violent  proceedings  of  the  republican  party,  and 
oppofed  the  beheading  of  the  king  with  conftancy  and 
courage.  During  the  ufurpation  of  Cromwell  he  was 
paffive;  yet  when  called  upon  to  declare  his  fentiments, 
he  was  far  from  approving  that  proceeding.  There  is 
indeed  a  remarkable  dory  of  our  author  related  by  Harry 
Neville,  ©ne  of  the  council  of  ftate,  which  is  defervipg 
the  notice  of  all  poflerity,  fince  it  conveys  to  the  refleft* 
ing  reader  the  real  fecret  of  every  tyrannical  government, 
and  the  means  by  which  the  liberties  of  mankind  are 
wrefted  from  them.  When  Cromwell  firft  afpired  to  the 
fupreme  dignity,  defirous  of  the  fupport  of  the  prefby* 
terian  clergy,  he  fent  for  fome  of  the  molt  eminent  of  the 
city  divines,  informing  them  that,  as  a  matter*' of  con- 
fcience,  he  would  fubmit  his  arguments  and  his  fcruples 
to  their  determination.  Among  thofe  who  attended,  was 
Mr.  Calamy ;  and  he  oppofed  the  projedl  of  Cromwell's 
hngle  government  with  equal  boldnefs  and  force,  and 
endeavoured  to  prove  it  not  only  unlawful  but  imprafti* 
cable,  afferting  that  it  was  evidently  againft  the  fenfe  of 
the  nation,  and  that  nine  out  of  ten  would  openly  oppofe 
it.  tc  Well,”  replied  Cromwell,  “  if  that  is  all,  fuppofe  I 
Ihould  difarm  the  nine,  and  put  the  fword  into  the  tenth 
man's  hand,  will  not  that,  think  you,  effefl:  the  bufinefs  ?” 

Mr.  Calamy  was  one  of  the  non-conformift  divines 
who  were  principally  concerned  in  writing  the  famous 
book  known  by  the  name  of  Smeffymnuus,  which, 
in  the  year  1641,  gave,  as  he  himfelf  expreffes  it,  “  the 
firft  mortal  blow  to  epifcopacy.”  It  is  entitled,  “  An 
Anfwer  to  a  Book  entitled,  An  humble  Remonjlrance ;  in 

6  which 
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which  the  Original  of  Liturgy  and  Epifcopacy  is  difcuffed^ 
8tc,  written  by  Sme6tymriaus/>  a  word  compofed,  of  the 
initial  letters  of  its  authors’  names,  viz.  Stephen  Marfhal,: 
Edmund  Calamy.,  Thomas  Young,  Matthew  Newcomen,  j' 
and  William  Spurfiow,  all  of  them  men  of  note  and  re¬ 
putation  among  -the  non-conformifts;  Dr.  Jofeph  Hall,) 
bifhop  of  "Exeter,  who  was  mentioned  in  onb  .ofour.pre-n 
ceding  volumes,  w^s  the  author  of  the  Humble  Remon- 
ftrance  ;  and  a  controverfy  of  fome  length  was: carried,  ou 
between  him  and  the  Smedtymneans.  But  the  worthy 
and  pious  prelate  was  fcarcely  equal  to  ^  canted  with, 
fuch  acute  and  able  antagoniffs,  whatever  advantage  he 
might  have  in  point  of  evidence  and  fa£h  Though  Mr* 
Caiamy  was  at  firft  rewarded  for  his  loyalty  by  being 
appointed  chaplain  in  ordinary  to  Charles  the  Second,  he 
foon  experienced  the  ingratitude  which  was  fo ■  peculiarly: 
the  charabteriftic  of  that  execrable  prince,  and  waa eject-: 
ed  from  his  living,  and  even  committed  to  prifon,  fome 
trifling  accufation.  .  The  learned  and  "pious  Baxter  was 
alfo  at  this  period  in.  fome  repute  among  the  pfefbyte- 
rians;  but:  as  his  literary  labours  were  chiefly  confined 
to  the  fucceeding  period,  we  nauft  refer ve  his  character 
for  our  next  volume*  e  ■ 

'  :  . . V  »  bfl  s;  ;  '  ..  ,  ,  :  ,  jjj^  [  > 

It  is  not  eafy  to  decide  in  what  clafs  to  include  the  r 
juflly  celebrated  bifhop  Wilkins;  fo  unfettled  were  his. 
principles,  and  fo  varied  his  ambition..  He. was  regularly 
educated  and  ordained  to  the  church  of  England;  yet, 
on  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war,  he  united  with  the 
&nti-epifcopal  partyfoand  foon  after  married  the  lifter  of  * 
the  protestor  Cromwell.  Upon  the  reftoration  be  again 
became  reconciled  to  the  ychnrch,  renewed  his  oath  of 
allegiance  n  and  .  though  he  at  firft  was  deprived  of  fome 
of  his  preferments,  the  lofs  was,  not  long  after,  compen-- 
fated  by  his  being  appointed  preacher  to  the  honourable 
fociety  of  Gray  ’s  Inn,  re£tor  of  St.  .Lawrence  Jury,  dean  of 
Rippon,  and  at  length  bifhop  of  Chefrer*  Injuttice  to 
the  memory  of  ;the  bifhop,  it  uiuft  be  added,  that  he  did 
not  (like  fome  <pther  converts)  confider  it  his  duty  to  per- 
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fecute  the  party  he  had  deferted.  He  continued  the  firm 
friend  of  the  diffenters  through  the  whole  of  his  life*  man¬ 
fully  refilled  every  effort  for  their  perfecution,  and  la¬ 
boured  to  include  them  in  a  fcheme  of  comprehenfion. 
He  was  indeed,  ftriQly  fpeaking,  what  is  termed  a  low 
churchman ;  and  the  differences  between  the  low  church 
and  the  preibytery  Might,  perhaps*  be  adjufted  without 
much  difficulty,  were  it  not  for  the  anti-chrrffian  in¬ 
tolerance  of  the  bigots  on  both  Tides, 

Bifliop  Wilkins  is  better  known  as  a  philofopher  than 
a  divine;  yet  his  work  on  the  Principles  and  Duties  of 
Natural  Religion  would  entitle  him  to  a  confiderable 
rank  among  theologians,  had  he  written  nothing  elfe. 
His  fermons  are  lefs  remarkable  for  beauty  of  compo- 
fition,  than  f°r  logical  precifion  and  acutenefs  of  argument. 
His  Ecclefiafles,  or  Difcourfe  on  the  Art  of  Preaching, 
was  tvell  calculated  to  reform  the  vitiated  tafte  which 
prevailed  in  the  pulpit  in  his  time,  and  to  prepare  for  the 
rational  exercife  of  their  fun£tions  the  candidates  for  the 
mmiftry.  His  Effay  towards  a  Real  Charadter  and  a  Phi- 
iofopbical  Language  is  pronounced  by  a  great*  modern 
writer  to  be  one  of  the  moft  extraordinary  combinations 
\pf  human  learning  and  human  ingenuity  that  ever  was 
produced;  and  his  philofophical  works  in  general  fhew 
at  once  the  correctnefs  of  the  mathematician,  and  the 
energy  of  the  man-  of  genius.  ;  J  ••  ,  *  . '  '»  • : • , t  ■  :  ;  ’  j * 

Dr.  Henry  More  and  Dr.  Benjamin  Whichcot  were* 
alfo  among  thofe  moderate  men  who  confidered  them-' 
felves  as  not  prohibited  from  the-  ufeful  exercife  of  their 
fun£tions  by  a  change  in  the  government  of  the  church. 
1  he  former  of  thefe  divines  is  (till  to  be  regarded  as  one 
of  the  molt  eminent  champions  of  the  free  agency  o£v 
man.  Pie  was  born  of  a  family  who  were  rigid  Cal- 
vi niffs ;  yet  he  informs  us,  in  the  preface  to  his  philofo¬ 
phical  works,64  that  he  could  never,  in  his  earlieft  youth, 
be  prevailed  on  to  fwallow  that  hard  doCtrine  concerning 
fate,  or  Calviniftic  predeftination,,>  even  though  he  was 
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threatened  with  the  difeipline  of  the  rod  for  pre fuming 
to  philofophize  in  ftich  matters ;  and  before  he  finilhed 
the  ufual  courfe  of  Itudy  at  Eton  fchool,  he  had  finally 
difearded  it,  “  being  firmly  perfuaded,  young  as  he  was* 
that  fuch  tenets  were  utterly  inconfiftent  with  the  iuftice 
and  goodnefs  of  God.”  Towards  the  conclufion  of  his  life. 
Dr.  More  mingled  with  his  religious  and  moral  fpeculation 
fome  of  the  vifionary  tenets  of  the  latter  Platonifts.  But  if 
he  erred,  it  was  on  the  fide  of  virtue,  in  prefuming  that 
human  nature  was  capable  of  a  more  exalted  degree  of 
purity  than  appears  to  be  warranted  by  experience  ;  and, 
in  carrying  the"princip]es  of  mortification  and  felt- denial 
to  a  degree  of  afcetic  aufterity.  With  the  profeffion  of  the 
itri&eft  purity  and  virtue  his  life  correfponded.  After  the 
reftoration,  he  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  accept  of  any' 
preferment.  Through  the  intereft  of  his  friends  he  was 
appointed  to  a  bilhoprick ;  and,  by  fome  pretence,  they 
allured  him  as  far  as  Whitehall,  in  order  to  undergo  the 
common  ceremony  of  kifling  his  majefty’s  hand  on  his  pro¬ 
motion  ;  but  the  model!  and  pious  teacher  no  fooner  dis¬ 
covered  the  defign  than  he  parted  from  them,  and  could  not 
be  prevailed  on,  by  any  arguments  or  entreaties,  to  proceed. 
Dr.  Whichcot  wras  the  author  of  feveral  volumes  of  fer- 
mons,  remarkable  for  condenfation  of  thought  and  fenti- 
ment,  and  which  received  the  higheft  commendation  from 
the  noble  and  learned  author  of  the  CharaCteriltics. 

Dr.  Robert  Sanderfon,  Dr.  John  Gregory,  and  Dr,  Jere¬ 
my.  Taylor,  were  among  thofe  eminent  characters,  who, 
for  their  attachment  to  monarchy  and  the  church,  expe¬ 
rienced  all  the  rigours  of  perfeeution  from  the  pretended 
advocates  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  The  molt  re¬ 
markable  works  of  Dr.  Sanderfon  were  his  treatife  “  De 
Confcientia”  and  his  “Gales  of  Confidence,”  both  written 
at  the  fuggeftion  of  his  patron  and  friend  Charles  I.  a 
few  days  before  his  death.  Dr.  Gregory  publifhed  notes 
and  obfervations  on  feripture,  with  fome  tracts  on  mathe¬ 
matical  and  philofophical  fubjeCts ;  and  the  merit  of  Je¬ 
remy  Taylor,  as  a  moral  and  practical  writer,  is  well 
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known  to  every  man  who  has  a  relifh  for  piety,  or  a  heart 
capable  of  irnpreffion  from  that  pathetic  eloquence  which 
is"  formed  on  the  model  of  the  firft  teachers  of  our  re¬ 
ligion. 

The  coniroverfy  which  the  bold  and  paradoxical  fpe- 
culations  of  Hobbes  had  excited,  was  carried  on  during 
this  period  with  great  vigour.  Among  the  ableft  of  Mr. 
Hobbes’s  opponents  was  archbiihop  Bramhall;  who  was 
flightly  mentioned  in  this  connexion  in  our  laft  volume.1 
On  the  fubjed  of  free  agency,  he  is  thought  by  moil 
readers  to  have  had  the  advantage  over  his  acute  anta- 
gonift;  and  the  late  learned  and  truly  candid  editor  of 
the  Biographia  Britannica  recommends  his  writings  to  the 
perufal  of  the  modern  difputants  concerning  liberty  and 
neceffity.  In  deteding  the  antbchriftian  and  antisocial 
errors  of  Mr.  Hobbes,  archbiihop  Bramhall  was  kill  more 
fuccefsful  in  another  trad,  entitled,  The  Catching  of 
Leviathan.”  The  archbiihop  compofed  alfo  a  number  of 
trads  in  defence  of  the  church  of  England,  and  againft 
popery.  Mr.  Granger  charaderizes  him  as  one  of  the 
moft  able,  learned,  and  adive  prelates  of  the  age ;  and  he 
certainly  had  great  merit  in  reftoring  order  and  difcipline 
to  the  church  of  Ireland  after  the  refloration. 

Dr.  Henry  More,  whom  we  have  already  mentioned^ 
was  alio  a  fuccefsful  opponent  of  Hobbes  upon  fome  to¬ 
pics,  as  well  as  Dr.  Wallis,  of  whom  we  fliall  have  occa-1 
cafion  to  fpeak  under  a  different  department  of  fcience. 
But  the  writer  who  was  moft  eminent  in  the  fcience  of 
metaphyfics,  is  the  celebrated  Dr.  Ralph  Cudworth. 
<c  The  true  Intelledual  Syilem  of  the  Univerfe”  has  been 
juftly  denominated  “  the  greateft  and  moft  valuable  ma¬ 
gazine  of  learning  and  argument  that  ever  appeared 
againft  atheifm,— -a  ftorehoufe  of  ancient  literature;”  and 
.there  is  no  doubt  that  many  have  been  indebted  to  it  for 
an  appearance  of  learning,  which  they  would  not  have 
ptherwife  been  able  to  maintain.  In  the  preface  to  this 
great  work,  the  author  informs  us*  that,  when  he  engaged 
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in  it,  u  he  intended  only  a  difeourfe  concerning  liberty  and 
neceffity,  or,  to  fpeak  out  more  plainly,  a  gain  It  the  fatal 
necellity  ot  all  aSlions  and  events,  which,  upon  whatever 
ground  maintained,  will  ferve  the  defign  of  atheifm,  and 
undermine  all  guilt  and  blame,  all  p'unifhments  and  re¬ 
wards.’’  The  author  afterwards  confidered  that  fatalifm 
was  maintained  upon  three  different  principles  ;  the  firft, 
<£  fuppoling  the  material  neceffity  of  all  things  without  a 
God;”  the  fecond,  “immoral  theftm,  or  religion  without 
any  natural  juftice  or  morality ;”  and  the  third,  “  a  de¬ 
praved  ipecies  of  theifm,  which  acknowledges  a  fupreme 
being,”  and  alfo,  “  natural  juftice  and  morality  founded 
in  him;”  but  which,  denying  the  freedom  of  human  ac¬ 
tion,  confounds  our  notions  of  retributive  juftice  :  where¬ 
as,  he  obferves,  thefe  three  things  are  the  foundations  or 
effentials  of  true  religion  —  iff.  That  there  is  a  God, 
the  fuprerne  ruler  and  difpofer  of  all  things  ; —  adly,  That 
this  God  being  effentially  good  and  juft,  there  is  fome^ 
thing  which  is  immutably  good  and  juft  in  itfelf,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  arbitrary  will  of  man  ; — and,  3dly,  That 
we  are  fo  far  the  mailers  of  our  own  aflions  as  to  be 
accountable  for  them.  Such  was  the  great  plan  and  out¬ 
line  of  the  Intellectual  Syftem  ;  but  the  author  pnly  com¬ 
pleted  the  firft  part,  .which  eftablifhes  the  being  of  a  God 
upon  infallible  proofs,  and  overthrows  the  doctrine  of  the 
material  necellity  of  all  things.  Thus  far  the  work  may 
be  confidered  as  complete  in  itfelf;  and  the  learned  au¬ 
thor  reprefents  it  as  intended  not  only  to  prevent  the 
growth  of  atheifrn,  but  to  confirm  weak  and  fceptica'l 
theifts.  An  abridgement  of  the  inteliedhial  Syftem,  en¬ 
titled  “  A  Confutation  of  the  Reafon  and  Phiiofopfty  of 
Atheifm,”  fee.  by  Thomas  Wife,  B.  D.  was  publilfted  in 
1706.  , 

General  literature  experienced  at  lead:  as  much  en¬ 
couragement  during  the  protefeorate  of  Cromwell,  as  it 
does  from  the  majority  of  kings  and  ftatefmen.  Mr.  Hume 
reprefents  Cromwell  as  a  barbarian;  but  he  is  no  more 
^eferving  of  that  title,  than  thofe  are  in  general  whofe 

b  3  profeftipn 


lacvi 


THE  HISTORY 


profeffion  it  is  to  maffacre  their  fellow-creatures.  Crom* 
Veil,  it  mud. -be  remembered,  was  educated  to  a  liberal 
profeffion,  and  went  through  the  regular  exercifes  of  a 
claffical  fchool,  and  the  univ.erfity  of  Cambridge,  at  a  pe¬ 
riod  too  when  learning  was  not  in  negledf.  If  therefore 
we  compare  this  with  the  common  routine  of  court  edu¬ 
cation,  there  will  appear  but  little  reafon  for  the  epithet. 
He  was  certainly  not  a  man  of  tade  ;  but  we  are  affured 
from  the  bed  authority  that  he  was  a  proficient  in  the 
Latin  language,  and  far  from  ignorant  in  thofe  branches 
of  knowledge  which  were  at  that  period  held  mod  in 
eftimation.  But  whatever  he  might  be  himfelf  as  a  tcho- 
lar,  he  certainly  may  be  confidered  as  a  patron  of  litera¬ 
ture.  His  liberal  encouragement  of  that  great  under¬ 
taking,  the  Polyglot  Bible,  is  a  faft  well  known  ;  and  Mr. 
Hume  himfelf  acknowledges  that  Cromwell  “  was  not  in- 
fenfible  to  literary  merit.  Uffier,  notwithstanding  his  be¬ 
ing  a  biffiop,  received  a  penfion  from  him.  Marvel  and 
Milton  were  in  his  fervice.  Waller,  who  was  his  re¬ 
lation,  was  careffed  by  him.  The  poet  always  faid,  that 
the  protector  himfelf  was  not  fo  wholly  illiterate  as  was 
commonly  imagined.  He  gave  a  hundred  pounds  a  year 
to  the  divinity  profeffor  at  Oxford;  and  an  hidorian  men¬ 
tions  this  bounty  as  an  inftance  of  his  love  of  literature. 
He  intended  to  have  ere£ted  a  college  at  Durham  for 
the  benefit  of  the  northern  counties.” 

The  learned  Pococke  and  the  indefatigable  Brian  Wal¬ 
ton  were  noticed  in  our  former  volume,  as  among  the 
mod  eminent  of  thofe  who  in  this  country  have  cultivated 
the  oriental  languages  ;  yet  they  were  perhaps  even  excel¬ 
led  by  Dr.  John  Lightfoot,  vice-chancellor  of  Cambridge. 
He  not  only  adided  in  the  edition  of  the  Polyglot,  but 
thofe  critical  expofitions  of  fcripture  which  he  publiffied 
himfelf,  have  afforded.,  a  fund  of  reference  to  the  bed 
commentators,  and  are  even  yet  in  high  reputation. 
Among  thofe  who  excelled  in  claffical  literature,  Gataker* 
mud  be  mentioned  with  refpect.  To  him  the  public  are 
indebted  for  forxie  valuable  annotations  on  ancient  au¬ 
thors. 
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thors,  and  particularly  for  a  moft  valuable  and  correCt 
edition  of  Antoninus’s  Meditations,  with  a  very  learned 
preliminary  difcourfe  on  the  philofophy  of  the  ftoies. 
The  Undent  of  Roman  literature  would  have  caufe  to 
complain,  fliould  we,  on  this  occafion,  omit  the  name  of 
Adam  Littleton,  the  laborious  compiler  of  the  Latin  dic¬ 
tionary.  He  was  educated  under  the  celebrated  Dr.'Buf- 
by  at  Weftminfter  fchool,  and  was  himfelf  feeond  matter 
of  that  feminary  for  fome  years.  Befide's  his  dictionary, 
he  publifbed  a  confiderable  number  of  other  works  in 
Latin  and  Englifli,  including  fixty-one  fermons ;  and  his 
erudition  was  by  no  means  confined  to  claffical  literature, 
but  he  was  alfo  eminently  verfed  in  oriental  and  rabbini¬ 
cal  learning. 

To  the  names  mentioned  in  our  laft  as  perfons  emi¬ 
nent  in  the  ftudy  of  antiquities,  we  have  now  to  add  thofe 
of  Leland  and  of  Fuller.  The  former  of  thefe  has  been 
ftyled  the  father  of  EngliOi  antiquaries;  but  we  think 
that  title  more  applicable  to  fome  whom  we  have  for¬ 
merly  mentioned.  His  “  Itinerary”  is,  however,  a  moft 
elaborate  and  moft  ufeful  work ;  and,  befides  this,  he 
published  a  number  of  traCls  on  the  local  antiquities  of 
this  country.  Fuller  is,  perhaps,  better  known  as  an  hit 
torian  and  biographer  than  as  an  antiquary;  yet  a  con¬ 
fiderable  portion  of  his  cc  Worthies”  comes  properly  under 
the  latter  4efcription,  as  well  as  his  hiftory  of  Waltham 
Abbey,  and  of  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge.  He  was  a 
man  who  abounded  in  wit,  as  every  perfon  mutt  perceive 
who  looks  cafually  into  his  church  hiftory ;  and  his  me¬ 
mory  was  fo  retentive,  that  the  faCts  which  are  related  of 
him  in  this  refpedf,  almoft  exceed  belief. 

The  unfettled  nature  of  the  government  at  this  period 
would  naturally  give  rife  to  much  political  fpeculation  ; 
yet  few  of  the  political  productions  of  the  times  have 
reached  pofterity.  The  moft  voluminous  and  the  moft 
important  writer  of  the  age  on  thefe  fubjefts,  is  Harring¬ 
ton;  and  the  character  which  Mr.  Hume  has  given  of 
him  is  not  unfair.  “  Harrington’s  Oceana,”  fays  he>  “Nvas 
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well  adapted  to  that  age,  when  the  plans  of  imaginary* 
republics  were  the  daily  fubjeXs  of  debate  and  converfa- 
tion ;  and  even  in  our  time,  it  is  juftly  admired  as  a  work 
of  genius  and  invention.  The  idea,  however,  of  a  per- 
feX  and  immortal  commonwealth  will  always  be  found 
as  chimerical  as  that  of  a  perfeX  and  immortal  man. 
The  ftyle  of  this  author  wants  eafe  and  fluency;  but  the 
good  matter,  which  his  work  contains,  makes  compenfar 
tion.  He  died  in  1677,  aged  fixty-fix.,>  Mr.  Hume  might 
have  added  that  the  work  of  Harrington  was  a  treafury 
from  which  he  himfelf  has  ftolen  much  in  his  political 
effays.  Mr.  Hume,  in  another  part  of  his  hiftory,  feems 
fond  of  reprefenting  Harrington  as  an  infidel ;  but  we 
cannot  perceive  how  this  imputation  accords  with  the 
authority  which  he  feems  to  annex  to  the  facred  hiftory. 


Though,  however,  the  political  writers  of  thofe  times 
have,  from  various  caufes,  fallen  into  difrepute,  yet  there 
was  an  immenfe  mafs  of  really  valuable  political  know¬ 
ledge  afloat  upon  the  public  mind ;  and  thofe  who  fpe- 
culate  upon  political  topics,  cannot  do  better  than  com 
fult  the  writers  of  this  age.  Even  the  refolves,  declara¬ 
tions,  and  other,  public  papers  of  committees  and  cor¬ 
porate  bodies,  abounded  in  hiftorical  fa£f,  and  in  judi¬ 
cious  reflexions.  Some  of  thefe  the  reader  will  find  re¬ 
ferred  to  by  Mrs.  Macaulay  in  her  hiftory.  The  parlia¬ 
ment  which  was  called  by  Cromwell  in  1653,  better 
known  by  the  name  of  Barebone’s  Parliament,  from  the 
Angular  name  of  one  of  its  members,  was  treated  witlji 
ridicule  by  the  royalift  party  after  the  reftoration;  and 
Mr.  Hume  has  ignorantly  adopted  their  fneers  as  well- 
founded  accusations.  His  words  are  thefe  :-~ff  This  par¬ 
liament  took  into  confideration  the  abolition  of  the  cleri- 
cal  function,  as  favouring  of  popery  ;  and  the  taking  away 
of  tunes,  which  they  called  a  reiiX  of  Judaifm.  Learning 
alio  mm  the  univeriities  were  deemed  heathenifh  and  un- 
jneceflary : .  the  common  law  was  denominated  a  badge  of 
toe  conqueft  and  of  Norman  flavery ;  and  they  threatened 
tue  awyers  with  a  total  abrogation  of  their  profeffion. 
pome  fteps  were  even  taken  towards  an  abolition  pf  the 
*  chancery^ 
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chancery,  the  higheft  court  of  judicature  in  the  kingdom; 
and  the  Mofaical  law  was  intended  to  be  e'ftaWifhed  as 
the  foie  fyflem  of  Englifh  jurifprudence.”  But  the  fa6l 
is,  that  fcarcely  one  word  of  this  allegation  is  true.  In 
regard  to  the  accufation  relative  to  the  uni  verfi  ties,  it 
does  not  appear  by  the  journals  of  parliament,  that  there 
was  any  motion  of  fuch  a  tendency  made  in  the  ho.ufe ; 
and  in  regard  to  the  accufation  relative  to  the  d^ftrovina- 
of  the  ecciefiaftical  eftablifhment,  the  intention  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  according  to  the  account  given  by  a  member  of 
that  affemblyy  went  no  farther  than  reformation.  “  A  bill,’* 
fays  this  writer,  <cwras  offered  on  the  day  of  the  parliaments 
refignation,  for  rendering  the  revenues  of  the  clergy  more 
certaip  and  equal,  by  reducing  benefices  of  two  hundred 
a  year  and  upwards,  and  advancing  thofe  of  a  fmaller  in¬ 
come  ;  and  alfo  for  the  making  provifion  for  the  widows 
and  children  of  minifters.  This  equitable  propofal,”  con¬ 
tinues  the  fame  writer,  cc  was  refufed  ;  a  reading.  The 
charge,  therefore,  againft  one  part  of  the  houfe,  qf  an  in¬ 
tent  to  deftroy  the  miniftry,  was  a  groundiefs  reproach, 
call  upon  thofe  who  only  endeavoured  to  take  offoppref* 
fions  and  grievances.” 

With  refpeft  to  a  fcheme  for  reforming  the  fyflem  of  ju- 
rifprudence,  it  is  moft  certain  that  a  plan  was  in  agita¬ 
tion  to  that  effect,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  for  the 
revifion  of  the  laws,  but  by  no  means  to  reduce  them  to 
the  Mofaical  ftandard.  Mr.  Hume’s  irreligious  prejudices 
probably  rendered  him  abhorrent  to  any  reference  what¬ 
ever  to  the  Hebrew  inflitutes ;  but  furely  there  can  be 
no  reafon  in  the  eyes  of  a  chriftian,  why  thele  laws  fliould 
not  be  confulted,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Solon,  Confucius,  or 
any  ancient  lawgiver,  whenever  it  is  ijn  agitation  to  amend 
or  improve  the  legal  fyflem  of  a  chriftian  country. 

cc  In  the  courfe  of  the  parliamentary  debates,  it  was  urged 
that  the  court  of  chancery  was  the  greateft  grievance  of 
the  nation ;  that,  for  dilatorinefs,  chargeablenefs,  and  a 
faculty  of  bleeding  the  people  in  the  purfe-vein,  even  to 
their  utter  perifhing  and  undoing,  that  court  might  com* 
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pare  with,  if  not  furpafs,  any  court  in  the  world.  It  was 
confidently  affirmed  by  knowing  gentlemen  of  worth,  that 
there  were  depending  in  that  court  twenty-three  thou- 
fand  caufes,  fome  of  which  had  been  depending  five,  fome 
ten,  fome  twenty,  and  fome  thirty  years,  and  more ;  that 
there  had  been  fpent  therein  many  thoufands  of  pounds, 
to  the  ruin,  nay  utter  undoing,  of  many  families;  that 
hardly  any  ffiip  which  tailed  in  the  fea  of  the  law,  but 
who  fir  ft  or  laft  put  into  that  port,  and  if  they  made  any 
confiderable  ftay  there,  they  fuffered  fo  much  lofs  that 
the  remedy  was  as  bad  as  the  difeafe.  Par .  Plift.  vol.  xx, 
p.  198,” 

When/  writes  a  member  of  this  parliament,  *  the  vote 
was  firft  carried  for  a  new  body  or  model  of  law,  a  com¬ 
mittee  was  chofen  to  that  end,  who  met  often,  and  bad 
the  help  of  fome  gentlemen  of  worth,  who  had  deferred 
well  of  their  country,  being  true  patriots,  who  liked  the 
thing,  as  very  iifeful  and  deferable;  it  being  not  a  de- 
ftroyer  of  the  law,  or  putting  it  down  (as  fome  fcanda- 
ioufly  reported),  but  a  reducing  the  wholefome,  juft,  and 
good  laws  into  a  body,  from  them  that  are  ufelefs  and 
out  of  date. 

“  The  way  the  committee  took  in  order  to  their  work 
mult  needs  be  elaborate.  It  was  by  reducing  the  feveral 
laws  to  the  proper  heads  to  which  they  did  belong,  and 
io  modelling  or  embodying  of  them,  taking  knowledge 
of  the  nature  of  them,  and  what  the  law  of  God  faid  in 
the  cafe,  and  how  agreeable  to  right  reafon  they  were ; 
likewife  how  proportionable  the  punishment  was  to  the 
offence  or  crime;  and  wherein  there  feemed  any  thing 
either  deficient  or  exceffive,  to  offer  a  fupply  and  remedy, 
order  to  rectifying  the  whole.  The  committee  began 
with  criminals.  Treafon  being  the  higheft,  they  confider- 
ed  the  kinds  thereof,  what  was  meet  to  be  adjudged 
treafon  in  a  tree  commonwealth,  and  what  was  meet  to 
be  the  pimifhment  of  grand  and  petty  treafon.  Then 
they  proceeded  to  murder,  the  kinds  of  it,  and  what  was 
to  be  fo  adjudged,  and  the  punifhment  thereof.  The  like 
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fhey  intended  concerning  theft ;  and  after  to  have  afcer- 
tained  and  fecured  property,  as  alfo  the  executive  part  of 
the  law,  fo  as  a  perfon  fhould  not  need  to  pait  with  one 
property  to  fecure  and  keep  another,  as  now  it  is ;  per¬ 
sons  being  forced  to  lofe  the  property  of  their  cow  to 
keep  the  property  of  their  horfe,  or  one  parcel  of  land, 
to  preferve  and  keep  another.  This  body  of  law,  when 
xnodelized,  was  to  have  been  reported  to  the  houfe,  to  be 
eonfidered  of  and  paffed  by  them  as  they  fhould  lee  caufe  ; 
a  work  of  itfelf  great,  and  of  high  efteem  with  many  for 
the  oood  fruit  and  benefit  which  would  anfe  rrom  it ;  by 
which  means  'the  huge  volumes  of  the  law  would  come 
to  be  reduced  into  the  bignefs  of  a  pocket-book,  as  it  is 
proportionally  in  New  England  ;  a  thing  of  fo  great  worth 
and  benefit  as  England  is  not  yet  worthy  of,  nor  likely  m 
a  fliort  time  to  be  fo  blefied  as  to  enjoy*  And  tnat  was 
the  true  end  and  endeavour  of  thofe  merobeis  who  la¬ 
boured  in  that  committee ;  although  it  was  moft  falfely 
and  wickedly  reported,  that  their  endeavouis  tended  to 
deflroy  the  whole  laws,  and  pulling  them  up  by  the  roots/ . 

“  The  houfe  fet  apart  Friday  in  very  week  to  debate  on 
|he  important  bufmefs  above  mentioned.” 

We  have  made  thefe  quotations  to  remove  an  error 
which  is  generally  prevalent  at  prefent  among  perfons  of 
little  information,  viz. — that  the  fcience  of  politics  is  a 
new  fcience  invented  by  the  Rouffeaus,  the  Briffots,  the 
Condorcets,  of  a  neighbouring  nation,  and  never  adverted 
to  by  our  anceftors,  even  when  they  undertook  the  ha¬ 
zardous  operation  of  effecting  a  change  in  their  own  foim 
of  government.  Mr.,  Hume  himfeif  admits,  that  in  thefe 
times,  “  every  man  had  framed  the  model  of  a  republic 
but,  becaufe  thefe  models  were  framed  by  leligious  men, 
he  bafely  infinuates  that  they  could  not  be  rational. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  founded:  and  beft-informed  poli¬ 
ticians  of  the  republican  party  was  fir  Henry  Vane ;  but 
his  life  was  too  a£tive  to  admit  of  his  engaging  deeply  in 

fpeculative  difquififions ;  and  the  writings  of  his  which 

remain 


ixxii  THE  HISTORY 

ff  .  <  f  ii+  4Ti  •{  i  i  _  aW 

remain  to  po  fieri  ty,  are  chiefly  fpeeches  or  pamphlets 
compofed  upon  particular  occaiions ;  but  even  thefe  con¬ 
tain  matter  from  which  there  are  few  flatefmen  who  may 
not  derive  information.  The  following  Ihort  character  of 
this  great  man,  by  Mrs.  Macaulay,  is  written  with  a  de¬ 
gree  of  fpirit  and  energy  which  few  hiftorians  can  equal. 

“  Among  the  foremoft  rank  of  thefe  heroic  chambers 
ftands  fir  Henry  Vane,  whofe  honefty  was  too  pure  to  be 
corrupted  by  the  rigour  of  perfection,  or  the  emolu¬ 
ments  of  office,  and  the  enjoyment  of  power  ;  whofe 
judgment  was  too  found  to  be  depraved  by  that  high  en- 
thuflafm  in  religion  into  which  a  fine  imagination  is  fo 
apt  to  deviate,  when,  in  contemplating  divine  fubje&s,  it 
ranges  beyond  the  bounds  of  human  knowledge  and  ex¬ 
perience  ;  whofe  refoluuon  was  fo  philofoplucal,  as,  in 
the  fufterance  ot  ins  martyrdom,  to  conquer  the  alrnoft 
irrefiftibie  influence  of  natural  timidity,  and  whofe  abili¬ 
ties  were  fo  eminent,  as,  when  reduced  to  the  (late  of  & 
prifoner,  to  give  terror  to  a  powerful  government.” 

Mr.  Hume  has  affixed  to  fpeak  with  difrefpea  of  the 
political  writings  of  Milton  ;  and  we  fufped,  in  this  in¬ 
stance,  as  in  many  others,  he  haflily  condemns  what  he 
tas  never  read,  from  our  own  knowledge  we  can  af¬ 
firm,  that,  in  many  paflages  of  his  controverfial  writings/ 
the  fpirit  and  fancy  of  the  author  of  Faradife  Loft  may 
be  difcovered ;  and  the  whole  of  them  are  written  with 
acutenefs  and  energy.  His  Difcourfe  on  the  Liberty  of 
the  Prefs  is  a  very  fine  compofition. — There  is  fomewhat 

ri  P^an!Ery  °f'  ^he  age  in  his  ftyle ;  and  his  periods, 
like  thofe  of  Clarendon,  are  frequently  too  long.  His 
arguments,  however,  are  folid  and  well  arranged,;  and 
there  is  the  fame  richnefs  and  copioufhefs  in  his  didfion 
m  prole,  that  is  fo  eminently  confpicuous  in  his  poetical 
compofitions.  It  is  not  true,  moreover,  as  Mr.  Hume 
mftnuates,  that  Milton  was  but  little  regarded  durin0-  the 
prevalence  of  his  own  party ;  on  the  contrary,  the  cir- 
cumftance  related  by  Whitlocke,  and  to  which  he  refers, 
is  calculated  to  evince  the  particular  refpedt  in  which 
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he  was  held.  The  Hate  paper  which  was  to  be  tranflated 
into  Latin,  required  particular  accuracy  ;  and  though 
Milton,  on  account  of  his  blindnefs,  had  retired  from 
public  bufinefs,  it  could  be  trufted  in  no  other  hands  but 
his ;  and  the  negotiation  with  Sweden  was  actually  de¬ 
layed  to  afford  him  time  to  perform  his  talk. 

After  the  names  of  Vane  and  of  Milton,  it  may  ap¬ 
pear  an  anti-climax  to  mention  that  of  colonel  John  Lil- 
burn  ;  yet  this  eventful  period  fcarcely  offers  to  our  ob- 
fervation  a  character  more  extraordinary,  or  a  writer 
more  voluminous.  To  run  through  his  hiftory,  from  the 
unjuft  and  cruel  fentence  which  was  inflicted  on  him  by 
the  ftar-chamber,  to  his  breach  with  the  ufurper  Crom¬ 
well,  would  be  to  detail  the  hiftory  of  the  times  at  large; 
for  there  was  fcarcely  an  event  of  any  importance  in 
which  he  was  not  concerned.  To  enumerate  the  pam¬ 
phlets  which  he  published,  would  now  be  impoflible ;  fuffice 
it  to  fay,  that  they  were  moftly  written  on  the  fpur  of  the 
occafion ;  and  though  no  writer  wTas  ever  more  in  favour 
with  the  populace,  they  are  now  defervedly,  we  believe, 
configned  to  oblivion.  He  difobliged  all  parties ;  and, 
after  a  life  of  perfecution,  embraced  the  quaker  perfua^ 
{ion ;  in  which  he  died,  affording  a  proof  that  good  prin¬ 
ciples  can  reduce  tom  peaceable  difpofition  the  molt  un¬ 
quiet  fpirit,  and  that  real  piety  can  infure  more  of  real 
happinefs,  than  the  full  indulgence  of  the  boldeft  projedts 
of  ambition,  Mrs.  Macaulay  feems  to  confider  Lilburn 
as  a  man  who,  in  all  his  conduct,  was  actuated  by  honeft 
motives. 

Of  the  political  writers  on  the  oppofite  fide,  the  fir  ft 
place  is  undoubtedly  due  to  Dr.  John  Gauden,  afterwards 
bilhop  of  Exeter.  His  firft  appearance  in  public  was  on 
the  fide  of  the  parliament.  He  took  the  folemn  league 
and  covenant,  conformedfto  the  ordinances  for  the  difufe 
of  the  liturgy,  and  was  appointed  one  of  the  aftembly  of 
divines : — but  here  he  flopped for  when  the  parliament 
and  army,  or  rather  the  latter,  proceeded  to  the  trial  of 
the  king,  he  pubiiihed  tc  The  Religious  and  Loyal  Pro- 
. .  teftation. 
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teftation  of  John  Gauden,  D.  D.”  againft  that  proceed* 
ing ;  and,  after  the  king’s  death,  he  wrote  a  mod  daring 
piece,  which  he  called  “  A  Juft  invetiive  again  ft  thofe  of 
the  Army  and  their  Abettors  who  murdered  king  Charles 
the  Firft  f  ’  but^tro  the  credit  of  the  doctor’s  p  udence  at  leaft, 
this  was  not,  publifhed  till  alter  ihe  reftoration.  During 
the  king’s  imprifonment,  however,  he  committed  jto  the 
prefs  the  celebrated  pamphlet  entitled  “  Lukm  or 

The  Portraiture  of  his  Sacred  Majefty  in  his  Solitude  and 
Sufferings which,  however,  did  not  appear  till  after  the  - 
execution  of  the  ill-fated  Charles. 

<  The  only  argument  that  Mr.  Hume  has  advanced  for 
his  favourite  opinion  that  it  was  written  by  the  king,  is, 
that  the  ftyle  more  refembles  the  known  produftions  of 
that  monarch,  than  the  highly  figurative  and  inflated  ftyle 
of  Gauden.  Againft  this  prefumption  we  have  the  affer- 
tion  of  Dr.  Gauden  himfelf,  and  the  claims  to  preferment 
which  he  founded  on  being  the  author  of  this  piece.  We 
have  a  certificate  prefixed  to  the  latter  editions  of  Mil¬ 
ton’s.  EMovQxAttVTns,  under  the  hand  of  lord  Anglefey,  in 
which  that  noble  lord  pofitively  afiferts,  that,  upon  fhew~ 
ing  to  king  Charles  the  Second  and  the  duke  of  York  a 
MS.  of  the  work  wherein  were  fome  alterations  in  the 
late  king’s  hand,  they  folemnly  aftured  him  that  “  it  was 
none  of  the  faid  king’s  compiling,  but  made  by  Dr.  Gau¬ 
den.  bifhop  of  Exeter  •”  and  this  -teftimony  was  after¬ 
wards  confirmed  to  bifhop  Burnet  by  the  duke  of  York 
himfelf.  Added  to  thefe  pofitive  tefti monies,  we  have 
the  negative  proof  that  no  evidence  ever  was  found  that 
could  pofitively  aflert  it  to  be  the  king’s  writing ;  and 
yet  it  is  not  eafy  to  imagine  that  he  could  have  been, 
fo  employed  without  the  privity  of  fome  perfon  or  other. 
And  the  filence  of  lord  Clarendon,  who  certainly  would 
not  have  omitted  to  infift  on  a  circumftance  fo  much  to 
the  credit  of  his  mafter,  is  a  ftrong  prefumption  in  Dr. 
Gauden’s  favour.  With  refpeft  to  the  fuppofed  analogy 
to  the  ftyle  of  the^king,  every  man  who  is  accuftomed  to 
compofition  muft  Tnow  that  if  is  not  impoffible  for  a 
writer  of  a  luxuriant  fancy  to  chaften  and  curb  his  ima¬ 
gination. 
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nation,  and  occafi anally  to  adopt  a  ftyle  lefs  ornamented 
an  ufual.  Nothing  indeed  is  more  certain  than  that 
e  moft  vigorous  genius  can  feidom  produce  highly  figu- 
tive  compofition  without  a  confiderable  effort. 

Though  Dr.  Gauden  lived  quietly  and  enjoyed  his  pre- 
rments  under  the  commonwealth  and  the  ufurpation, 
:t  he  ftill  occafionally  employed  his  pen  in  favour  of  the 
T.hts  of  the  church  ;  and,  in  1659,  publifhed  Ampwc, 
work  which  bears  no  flight  refemblance  to  the  Eikw 

The  reputation  of  the  author  of  'EmW  is  at  leaft 

jualled  by  that  of  the  author  of  the  no  lefs  celebrated 
rmphiefc  entitled  Killing  no  Murder;”  the  defigri  of 
hich  was  to  prove,  that  to  affaflinate  a  public  offender, 
ho  by  his  fuecefsful  crimes  had  fet  himfelf  above  the 
:ach  of  law  and  juiiice,  was  not  (infill  but  meritorious; 
id  the  effedt  which  it  wrought  upon  the  mind  of  Crom- 
el  himfelf,  was  not  lefs  extraordinary  than  that  which 
had  upon  the  public  at  large.  Not  only  the  ufurperY 
ppreheniions  were  excited,  but  even  his  remorfe,  by  the 
rong  pidiure  which  it  exhibited  of  his  crimes  ;  and  from 
le  time  of  its  publication  he  fell  into  a  ftate  of  defpon- 
ency,  which  ended  only  with  his  life.  The  public  voice 
as  long  given  the  credit  of  this  pamphlet  to  colonel 
itus  ;  but,  according  to  lord  Clarendon,  colonel  Sexby, 
ne  of  the  levelling  party,  who*  had  formerly  been  an  in¬ 
mate  of  Cromwell,  afferted  that  he  was  the  author ;  and 
:  is  a  remarkable  fadi,  that  Sexby  foon  after  died  in  the 
"ower,  as  is  fuppofed,  by  poifon.  If,  indeed,  we  con¬ 
dor  the  abjedf  and  fiavifli  principles  which  were  held  by 
a oil  of  the  cavalier  party  at  this  period,  we  (hall  not 
ably  conceive  how  fuck  fervid  fen l  i men  is  of  liberty  as 
he  pamphlet  contains,  fhould  proceed  from  any  of  the 
bartizans  of  Charles.  The  picture  which  the  author 
haws  of  the  torpor  and  venality  in  which  the  people  of 
England  were  funk  at  this  period,  is  finking  ;  and  we  be- 
ieve  k  juff." — a  Can  any  man,”  fays  this  fpirited  writer, 

‘  with  patience  think  upon  what  we  have  p rofeifed,  when* 
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he  fees  what  we  wildly  do  and  tamely  fuffer  ?  What  hav$ 
we  of  nobility  among  us  but  the  name,  the  luxury,  and 
the  vices  of  it  ?  As  for  our  miniilers,  what  have  they,  or 
indeed  defire  they,  of  their  calling  but  the  tythes  ?  How. 
do  thefe  horrid  prevaricators  fearch  for  diftindtions  to 
piece  contrary  oaths  ?  How  do  they  rake  fcriptures  for 
flatteries,  and  impudently  apply  them  to  his  monftrou^ 
highnefs?  What  is  the  city  but  a  great  tame  bead, Who' 
eats  and  carries,  and  cares  not  who  rides  it?  What  is 
the  thing  called  a  parliament  but  a  mock,  compofed  of 
a  people  who  are  only  fuffered  to  fit  there  becaufe  thef. 
are  known  to  have  no  virtue,  after  the  exclufion  of  all 
others  who  were  fufpected  to  have  any  ?  What  are  they 
but  pimps  of  tyranny,  who  are  only  employed  to  draw  irr 
the  people  to  proditute  their  liberty?  What  will  not  the 
army  fight  for? — what  will  they  not  fight  againft?  What 
are  they  but  janiffaries,  flaves  themfelves,  and  making  all 
others  fo  ?  What  are  the  people  in  general  but  knaves,; 
fools,  and  principled  for  eafe,  vice,  and  flavery  ?  This  is 
our  temper;  this  tyranny  hath  brought  us  to  already,  and 
if  it  continues,  the  little  virtue  which  is  yet  left  to  dock.' 
the  nation  mull  extinguifli,  and  then  his  highnefs  has 
completed  his  work  of  reformation ;  and  the  truth  is,  till 
then  his  highnefs  cannot  be  fecure.  He  muff  not  endure 
virtue,  for  that  will  not  endure  him.” 

We  infert  this  extradt,  becaufe  few  of  our  readers,  we! 
believe,  can  have  had  an  opportunity  of  perufing  the. 
pamphlet  itfelf. 

.  The  age  of  which  we  are  treating  afforded  a  noble 
fubjedt  for  hiftory  ;  and  there  never  was  an  age  of  which 
the  political  tranfadtions  are  better  known.  The  hiflory 
of  lord  Clarendon  will  be  read  by  every  perfon  who 
wifhes  to  acquire  a  profound  knowledge  of  the  charac¬ 
ter,  politics,  habits,  and  fentiments  of  thefe  times;  and, 
on  the  whole,  it  is  not  unfairly  characterized  by  Mr* 
Hume.  “  His  ftyle,”  fays  that  author,  “  is  prolix  and 
redundant,  and  fuffocates  us  by  the  length  of  its  periods : 
but  it  difcovers  imagination  and  fentiment,  and  pleafes 
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Great  Britain .  Short  RetrofpeB  of  political  Tranf actions  from  the  Commence¬ 
ment  of  the  War.  Humiliating  Propofals  of  the  French  Republic  to  appeafs 
the  Refentment  of  the  Britijk  Cabinet.  Offer  on  the  Part  of  the  Republic  to 
relinquifi  her  Colonies  to  Great  Britain ,  as  the  Price  of  Neutrality.  State 
of  Affairs  at  the  Conclufion  of  1795*  Meetings  of  the  Corref ponding  So¬ 
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Lords.  Examination  of  Witneffes  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe.  Proclamation 
for  apprehending  the  Offenders.  Proclamation  againfl  Seditious  Meetings . 
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prevent  Seditious  Meetings  and  Affemblies.  Warm  Debate  on  that  Bill. 
Mr.  Fox's  Motion  for  a  Call  of  the  Houfe.  Mr.  Dundas's  Declaration 
that  the  two  Bills  had  been  in  Contemplation  before  the  Outrage  againft 
the  King.  Debates  in  the  Lords  on  the  Commitment  of  Lord  Grenville' s 
Bill.  Amendments  propofed  by  the  Duke  of  Leeds  and  Earl  of  Lauderdale. 
Lord  Grenville' s  Bill  paffed  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Public  Meetings  in 
Oppofition  to  the  two  Bills.  Lord  Grenville' s  Bill  read  a  firf  Time  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  Mr.  Sheridan' s  Motion  for  an  Inquiry  concerning 
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of  Lords.  Refections  on  thefe  Bills.  Never  yet  ailed  upon  by  Minifry. 

TO  maintain  an  even  temper 
and  an  unperverted  mind  a- 
midft  the  agitations  of  fafiion ;  to 
mark  with  keennefs,  and  record 
with  precifion,  the  errors  of  all 
parties,  without  imbibing  the  fpi- 
rit  or  violence  of  any  ;  fuch  is  the 
duty,  and  ought  to  be  the  character, 
of  thofe  who  undertake  to  digelt  a 
parrative  of  recent  events.  But  it  is 


a  duty  which  the  paflions  and  infir¬ 
mities  of  our  nature  render  difficult 
of  accomplifhment ;  a  duty  againft 
which  prejudice  too  commonly 
revolts,  and  which  intereft  fome- 
times  will  even  prompt  men  to  be¬ 
tray.  The  difficulties  which  the 
annalift  of  his  own  times  has  to  en¬ 
counter,  do  not  all,  however,  ori¬ 
ginate  with  himfelfj  nor  are  they 
A  %  always 
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always  within  the  limits  of  his 
contronl.  II  he  wiites  as  a  man, 
it  mu  ft  not  be  forgotten  that  he 
alfo  writes  to  men.  If  he  has  paf- 
fions  and  failings,  it  mud  not  be 
fuppofed  that  his  readers  are  ex¬ 
empt  from  their  fhare.  That  can¬ 
dour  which  they  expeX  from  him, 
they  are  not  always  prepared  to 
concede  in  their  turn;  nor,  while 
they  are  ready  to  deteX  his  erroi  s, 
are  they  always  confcious  of  the 
prejudices  which  exift  within  their 
own  boloms.  With  thefe  difad- 
vantages,  while  it  is  the  indifpen- 
fable  dutv  of  the  writer  to  adhere 
inflexibly  to  faX,  by  that  criterion 
let  him  alfo  be  judged.  BaXs,  if 
mifreprefented,  will  not  efcape  de¬ 
teX  ion  ;  and  reflexions  or  obfer- 
vations  which  do  not  flow  naturally 
from  the  events  as  they  are  record¬ 
ed,  and  which  are  not  fupported  by 
their  evidence,  can  never  make  a 
permanent  impreffion. 

We  have  ever  protefted  againft 
the  pernicious  dodfrine,  that  the 
faithful  hiftorian  is  bound  in  duty 
to  Ipeakin  terms  of  lenity  of  poli¬ 
tical  vices,  or  of  flagrant  miXcon- 
duX.  General  panegyric  is  not 
impartiality;  and  the  writer  who 
adopts  the  maxim  that  where  blame 
is  incurred  it  is  not  to  be  noticed, 
is  not  merely  ufelefs — he  is  vicious. 
If  he  wrongfully  accufes,  he  is 
then  deferving  of  cenfure.  If  his 
inferences  are  unfupported  by  his 
documents,  if  his  allegations  fliould 
prove  to  be  founded  only  on  the 
uncertain  bafis  of  conjeXure,  he  is 
worthy  of  contempt.  But  if  his 
information  is  corroborated  by  au¬ 
thentic  teftimony,  if  his  prediXions 
are  confirmed  by  fubfequent  expe¬ 
rience,  he  evinces  then  that  he  has 
not  been  inattentive  to  his  duty; 
and  however  his  remarks  may  out¬ 
rage  our  prejudices,  he  is  ftill  de¬ 
ferving  of  fome  credit;  and  the 


leaft  that  can  be  accorded  is  a  pa* 
tient  hearing. 

It  is  now  nearly  eighteen  years 
fince  we  firft  engaged  in  the  fervice 
of  the  public.  When  we  look  back 
upon  our  paft  labours,  we  find  them 
to  comprife  fame  of  the  mod  event¬ 
ful  periods  of  modern  hiftory  ;'  and 
with  pride  we  can  refleX,  that  we 
have  never  fanXioned  with  our  ap¬ 
probation  any  meafure  that  prov¬ 
ed  afterwards  injurious  to  our  coun¬ 
try.  We  have  feen  the  Britifli  na¬ 
tion  and  the  Britifli  power  deprefled 
and  enfeebled  by  the  calamitous  A- 
merican  war;  we  have  feen  the  ener¬ 
gies  and  induftry  of  the  people  rife 
Superior  to  this  temporary  embar- 
raflment.  We  have  feen  them  again 
plunged  into  a  conteft:  morefruitiefs, 
more  inexcufable,  more  hopelefs 
than  the  former.  We  have  feen  the 
expences  of  the  ruinous  American 
conteft  diminifh  almoft  to  a  cypher 
in  comparifon  with  the  prodigality 
of  modern  times.  W e  have  feen 
new  taxes  levied  in  the  courfe  of 
one  year ,  greatly  exceeding  the  whole 
charge  created  by  the  firft  fix  years 
of  the  American  war;  we  have 
feen  impofitions  laid  upon  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  this  country,  in  a  fingle  day , 
nearly  equal  to  the  whole  charge  of 
lord  Chatham’s  glorious  war,  which 
endured  for  feven  years,  and  in 
which  the  Britifli  arms  were  trium¬ 
phant  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe ;  nay,  we  have  feen  the 
charges  incurred  by  an  expendi¬ 
ture  of  only  four  years  exceed  the 
total  charge  of  the  whole  national 
debt  antecedent  to  1 782, 

We  call  our  countrymen  and  our 
readers  to  witnefs,  that,  at  the  rilk 
of  fome  unpopularity,  we  were  the 
firft:  to  raife  our  voices  againft  the 
prefent  war.  We  proved,  from 
unqueftionable  documents,  that  it 
might  have  been  avoided,  with  ho¬ 
nour  and '‘with  fafety  by  the  Britifli 

miniftry. 
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friiniftry.  We  deprecated  its  ca-  ranee  and  effrontery  pretended,  to 
iamities,  and  we  predicted  them  preferve  us  from  domeftiq  contefts  ? 
with  an  accuracy,  which,  had  our  It  is  the  firft  time,  we  believe,  that 
fentimen.ts  not  been  before  the  pub-  peace  and  profperity  were  ever  con- 
lie  long  antecedent  to  the  events,  fidered  as  favourable  to  rebellion, 
might  have  drawn  upon  them  the  and  war,  taxes,  and  mifery,  as  the 
fufpicion  of  forgery  or  delufion.  fovereign  antidotes  for  fa&ion.  The 
We  are  now  beyond  the  period  of  whole  nation  had  rifen  as  one  man 
prophecy  :  we  fhall  ceafe  to  warn,  on  the  alarm  of  innovation,  and 
and  only  continue  to  record.  had  folemnly  affociated  to  protedt 

Yet  to  that  crifis,  which  was  the  the  conftitution,  even  with  its  ab- 
fatal  origin  of  all  our  prefent  cala-  ufes,  rather  than  fubjed  a  particle 
mities,  it  is  neceffary  once  more  to  of  it  to  experiment  or  change, 
recur,  fince  by  that  it  is  that  pofte-  Was  it  to  anticipate  the  hoftile  de- 
rity  muft  form  their  verdid  on  the  figns  of  the  enemy  ?  Even  preju- 
condud  of  the  prefent  rulers  of  this  dice  muft  confefs  that  it  was  the  in¬ 
country.  At  that  crifis  the  profpe-  tereft  of  France,  and  particularly 
rity  of  Britain  was  unexampled  ;  of  the  Girondifts,  who  were  tnen 
her  commerce  was  extended  over  predominant,  to  preferve  the  friend- 
the  whole  face  of  the  ocean  ;  the  fhip  of  Great  Britain ;  and  who- 
trade  of  the  univerfe  was  in  her  ever  perufes  with  attention  die  cor- 
grafp.  Her  manufadures pervaded  refpondence  of  M.  Chauvelin  with 
every  country ;  and  if  there  was  a  the  Britifh  fecretary  of  ftate,  muft 
complaint,  it  was  for  a  lack  of  perceive  that  the  French  republic 
hands  to  condud  them  with  fuffi-  threw  itfelf  at  the  feet  and  at  the 
cient  difpatch.  By  following  the  mercy  of  the  Britifh  cabinet,  but 
fuggeftions  of  that  excellent  patriot,  that  the  fupplicating  envoy  was 
and  incomparable  financier,  the  late  fpurned  away,  with  a  degree  of  in- 
Dr.  Price,  the  minifter  (though,  of  folence  and  raflinefs  which  invo- 
three  plans  prefented,  he  adopted  luntarily  reminds  us  of  the  fantafti- 
the  worft)  had,  according  to  his  cal  glaflman  in  the  oriental  fable, 
own  calculations,  liquidated  nearly  Was  it  to  obtain  an  acceffion  of 
twenty  millions  of  the  national  colonial  pofteffions  ?  We  have  hint- 
debt.  In  this  ftate  of  things,  what  ed  it  before,  and  w^e  now  affert  it 
fatal  infanity,  what  inexplicable  in-  for  a  fad,  that  M.  Chauvelin  was 
fatuation  could  engage  a  miniftry  to  authorifed,  and  M.  Maret  exprefslv 
involve  the  nation  again  in  the  difpatched,to  offer  to  the  Britifh  ca- 
ruinous  vortex  of  continental  war-  binet  their  choice  of  the  French  pof- 
fare?  The  motives  are  yet  unex-  feftions  in  the  Eaft  or  Weft  Indies, 
plained;  and  perhaps  it  is  not  for  as  the  price  of  neutrality  *;  and  a 
the  credit  of  the  authors  of  the  certain  fecretary  of  ftate  replied, 
meafure,  that  they  fhould  be  laid  “  That  we  had  already  colonies 
before  the  public.  enough,  and  that  we  did  not  want 

Was  it,  as  fome  with  equal  igno-  to  be  burthened  with  any  more.'’ 

What 

*  The  proportion  was  firft  made  when  MM.  Talleyrand  and  Chauvelin  were  di- 
fpatched  by  the  unfortunate  Louis,  with  a  letter  in  his  own  hand-writing,  to  entreat  that 
the  king  of  England  would  act  the  part  of  an  umpire  and  mediator,  and  compofe  the 
differences  which  then  fublifted  between  the  French  nation  and  the  heads  of  the  Germanic 
empire.  Had  this  propofal  been  acceded  to.  monarchy  would  yet  have,  in  all  proba- 
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What  the  objed  of  the  war  then 
was,  has  never  been  afcertained ; 
what  its  condud  has  been,  we  have 
feen  to  our  misfortune  and  our 
lofs. 

The  year  1795  concluded  with 
little  confolatory  abroad,  and  with 
a  general  and  torpid  defpondency 
at  home,  as  far  as  refpeded  the  pub¬ 
lic  affairs.  The  meeting  of  parlia¬ 
ment  was  fixed  for  an  unufually  early 
period,  the  latter  end  of  Odober ; 
and  previous  to  its  affembling,  fome 
meetings  were  held  by  the  London 
CorrefpondingSociety  for  the  avow¬ 
ed  purpofe  of  petitioning  the  king 
and  parliament  in  favour  of  peace 
and  reform.  As  the  meetings  were 
held  in  the  open  fields,  they  were 
numeroufly  attended,  as  was  no¬ 
ticed  in  our  laft  volume:  and  as  the 
great  majority  of  the  people  who 
compofed  thefe  meetings  were  cer¬ 
tainly  not  members  of  that  affo- 
ciation,  and  were  drawn  together 
by  no  ftronger  motive  than  curio- 
fity,  when  that  paffion  of  the  mo¬ 
ment  was  gratified,  they  dxfperfed 
without  any  further  confequences. 

A  dreadful  and  oppreffive  fcar- 
tity  at  this  crifis  pervaded  the  king¬ 
dom  ;  feveral  inftances  occurred  of 
perfons  who  perifhed  through  abfo- 
lute  want ;  and  the  poor  were  every 
where  defpairing  and  defperate. 
To  the  calamitous  war,  and  to  the 
mifcondud  of  minifters,  all  the  mi- 
ferv  under  which  the  nation  fuf- 
fered  was  (perhaps  raflily)  attribut¬ 
ed.  From  thefe  circumftances  we 
muff  account  for  the  daring  and 
deteftableinfultsand  outrages  which 
were  offered  to  his  majefty  on  his 
way  to  and  from  the  houfe  of  lords 
on  the  29th  of  October.  An  effort 


was  made  by  the  adherents  of  rftf- 
niftry  to  conned  thefe  outrages 
with  the  meetings  which  had  been 
previoufly  held  by  the  Correfpond- 
ing  Society;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
their  advocates  have  retorted  the 
accufation,  and  afcribed  them  to  the 
emiflaries  of  the  minifter.  We  muff 
in  juftice  declare  that  neither  of 
thefe  opinions  feems  warranted  by 
the  depofitions  at  the  bar  of  the 
houfe  of  lords,  nor  by  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  multitude  which  was 
affembled  on  that  occafion,  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  whom  confiffed,  as  ufual, 
of  women  and  children ;  and  thefe 
were,  in  general,  the  moft  adive 
and  clamorous. 

His  majefty  proceeded  from  the 
palace  to  open  the  fefiion  of  par¬ 
liament,  at  the  ufual  hour,  between 
two  and  three  o’clock ;  and  the 
crowd  in  St.  James’s  park,  which 
is  always  confiderable  on  thefe  oc- 
cafions,  was  certainly  greater  than 
ufual,  though  we  conceive  it  mu  ft 
have  been  over-rated,  when  it  was 
eftimated  at  150,000  perfons.  A 
fine  day,  and  a  rumour  which  hacf 
been  circulated,  with  what  view  it 
is  impoflible  to  afcertain,  that  a  riot 
was  likely  to  take  place,  contribut¬ 
ed  greatlv  to  increafe  the  multitude 

o  J 

of  the  fpedators. 

As  the  royal  carriage  paffed  along 
the  park,  the  predominant  exclama¬ 
tions  were,  “  Peace !— Peace ! — 
Give  us  bread  ! — No  Pitt ! — -No  fa¬ 
mine  ! — |^To  war  !”— ■ A  few  voices 
were  heard  to  exclaim,  44  Down 
with  George!”  or  words  to  that 
effed,  In  the  park,  and  in  the 
ftreets  adjacent  to  Weftminfter 
Hall,  fome  ftones  and  other  things 
were  thrown,  nine  of  which,  it  i$v 


bility,  exifted  in  France;  the  blood  of  Louis  would  never  have  dreamed  from  the  fcaffold; 
and  the  people  of  England  woiyhl  not,  in  the  {hurt  fpace  of  four  years,  have  doubled  the 
•■whole  amount  of  their  taxes.  The  propofal  was  afterwards  renewed  by  MM.  Cliauvelin 
and  Maret,  wdien  our  muiiiters  began  the  ridiculous  difpute  about  the  opening  oj  the 
•Scheldt!  //  .  .  ' 
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averted,  ftruck  the  ftate  coach ; 
and  one  of  them,  which  was  fu- 
fpedfed  to  have  proceeded  from  a 
window  in  Margaret- ftreet,  near 
the  abbey,  perforated  one  of  the 
windows  by  a  fmall  circular  aper¬ 
ture;  and  from  thefe  circumftances 
it  was  fuppofed  by  fome  to  have 
been  a  bullet  discharged  from  an 
air-gun,  or  from  fome  fimilar  en¬ 
gine  of  deftrudfion  ;  but  no  bullet 
was  found  ;  and  whatever  it  was,  it 
neither  touched  the  king,  nor  the 
noblemen  who  attended  him. 

As  we  have  already  intimated, 
this  outrage  was  by  fome  confider- 
ed  as  a  confpiracy  on  the  part  of  the 
Correfponding  Society  ;  and  on  the 
other  hand,  the  accufation  was  re¬ 
torted  on  their  adversaries  by  the 
adherents  of  that  fociety,  who  have 
afferted  (though,  we  muff  believe, 
without  reafon)  that  if  there  was  a 
plot,  it  mult  have  originated  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  quarter,  and  for  very  differ¬ 
ent  purpofes.  They  obferve,  that, 
according  to  the  unguarded  admif- 
iion  of  Mr.  fecretary  Dundas,  the 
bills,  which  were  immediately  upon 
this  event  introduced  into  parlia¬ 
ment  for  reftridting  the  liberty  of 
the  prefs,  and  for  preventing  pub¬ 
lic  meetings,  had  been  in  the  con¬ 
templation  of  minifters  ever  fince 
the  failure  of  the  profecution  of 
Hardy  ^  &c.  and  that  a  fair  op¬ 
portunity  was  wanting  to  bring 
them  forth.  They  remark,  that  in 
other  countries  fimilar  outrages 
have  been  committed,  not  by  the 
populace*  but  by  perfons  hired  for 
particular  views;  that  the  attack  on 
the  late  king  of  Portugal,  which 
proved  the  deftrudlion  of  the  po¬ 
pular  party  there,  was  now  gene¬ 
rally  conlidered  by  hiftorians  as  the 
ftratagem  of  one  of  his  minifters. 
They  affert,  that  in  the  late  outrage 
the  royal  carriage  was  accompanied 
by  a  particular  fet  of  pet  foils  who 
were  the  moft  clamorous,  and 
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had  frequent  opportunities  of  per- 
fonally  affaultingt  e  king, '.but  who 
on  L.e  contrary  feemed  ftudious  to 
keep  olf  the  reft  of  the  mom  Pney 
rema.k,  in  fine,  as  a  moft  extraor¬ 
dinary  and  unprecedented  fadt,  that 
not  one  of  thofe  who  threw,  the 
ftones,  or  otherwife  attacked  the 
king,  was  brought  to  jultice,  though 
a  reward  ot  one  tkoujand  pounds  was 
offered.  Thtf  mutual  reciimina- 
tions  we  only  ftate  to  ftiew  tne  vio¬ 
lence  and  the  artifices  of  the  party  ; 
for,  from  various  c.ircum fiances,  we 
are  of  opinion  that  no  confpiracy 
whatever  exifted ;  and  that  the 
whole  was  a  fudden  ebullition  of 
popular  fury,  exafperated  by  the 
misfortunes  of  the  war,  and  by  the 
evils  of  famine. 

As  his  majefty  returned  from  the 
houfe  through  the  park,  though  the 
gates  of  the  Horfe.  Guards  werelhut 
to  exclude  the  qiob,  yet  even  this 
precaution  was  not  fufficient  to 
prevent  a  renewal  of  the  outrages; 
and  another  ftone  was  thrown  at 
the  carriage  as  it  paffed  oppofite  to 
Spring  Garden  terrace.  After  the 
king  had  alighted  at  St.  James’s, 
the  populace  attacked  the  ftate  car-’ 
riage;  and  in  its  way  through  Pall- 
Mall  to  the  Me  a  s,  it  was  aimoft: 
de  mo  li  filed. 

It  was  a  very  lingular  clrcum- 
fiance  that  his  majefty  was  permitted 
to  return  from  ti  e  houfe  of  ,ords 
without  any  additional  guard  or  ef- 
cort..  The hoftiledifpoiitions evinced 
by  the  populace  ought  certainly  to 
have  induced  the  minifters  to  have 
taken  fome  precaution,  had  they  been 
adhiated  by  a  proper  affedlion  for 
their  fovereign,  who  was  exposed 
to  infult  only  by  their  mifcondudL 
No  friend  of  monarchy,  no  man 
who  admires  and  reveres  the  private 
virtues  of  his  fovereign,.  could  re- 
fled!  without  indignation,  that  the 
fame  minifters  wno  did  not  dare  to 
venture  their  own  perfons  in  the 
A  4  city 
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city  oil  a  pilblic  feftival  without  a 
large  military  effort,  faw  with 
negligent  unconcern,  and  with  un¬ 
feeling  apathy,  their  prote&or  and 
their  king  return  from  St.  James’s 
amidft  a  mifguided  and  enraged 
populace,  with  no  other  protection 
or  attendant  than  two  footmen  be¬ 
hind  his  private  carriage. 

In  this  unprotected  (late,  as  foon 
as  the  carriage  had  turned  out  of 
the  paved  pafiage  that  leads  from 
the  garden  gate,  the  horfe-path  un¬ 
der  the  garden  wall  was  found  filled 
with  people,  who  obftruCted  the 
pafiage  for  a  fliort  time,  and  in  a 
moft  daring  manner  infulted  his  ma¬ 
jefty.  Fortunately,  however,  fome 
of  the  life-guardfmen,  who  were 
mounted  as  returning  from  duty  to 
the  Horfe- Guards,  being  informed 
of  the  circumftances,  rode  back 
and  relieved  his  majefty  from  this 
new  danger  and  perplexity. 

During  the  whole  of  the  day, 
it  was  obferved  that  the  king  ap¬ 
peared  more  deeply  affe&ed  by  the 
melancholy  clamours  that  furround- 
ed  him,  than  by  the  coarfe  and 
unworthy  indignities  which  were 
offered.  On  his  return,  when  the 


carriage  was  ffopt,  he  ihewed  evi¬ 
dent  figns  of  agitation.  His  face 
was  fluffed,  his  eyes  were  momen¬ 
tarily  turned  from  fide  to  fide,  and 
his  manner  evinced  the  utmoft  per¬ 
turbation. 

Four  witnefles  of  what  paffed  in 
the  CQurfe  of  the  day,  viz.  Mr.  Wal- 
ford  of  Fall  Mall,  Mr.  Stockdale 
^one  of  his  majefty ’s 
footmen,  and  Kennedy,  belonging  to 
the  office  of  police  in  Bow-ftreet, 
were  feverallv examined  at  th?  bar  of 
the  houfe  of  lords  on  the  evening  of 
the  29th;  and  a  copy,of  the  minutes 
of  the  evidence  was  communicated 
to  the  houfe  of  commons  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day. 

The  evidence  exhibited  on  this 
occafion  went  only  to  confirm  the 
narrative  which  we  have  already 
given,  and  to  criminate  a  man  of 
the  name  of  Kidd  Wake,  and  three 
other  perfons,  who  were  appre¬ 
hended  on  the  occafion,  but  who 
appeared  to  have  been  no  further 
guilty  than  in  hilling  and  halloo¬ 
ing,  and  making  ufe  of  fome  inde¬ 
cent  and  feditious  expreflions  *. 

On  the  31ft  of  October,  a  pro¬ 
clamation  was  i ffiied,  offering  a  re¬ 
ward 


*.  Mr'  Rhn  WJ,lfo,rd’  of  Pal1  called  out  on  duty  that  day  as  a  conftable,  denofed 
that,  on  entering  Parhament-ftrcet,  he  obferved  one  man  in  particular  among  the  crowd* 
very  a&lve ;  winch  he  obferved  to  Mr.  Stockdale,  his  brother  conflable,  at  tie  Ze 
T  is  man  \va>  running  by  the  fide  of  the  coach,  and  exclaiming,  “  No  M  ar '  Down  with 
George!  And  on  their  entrance  into  Palace  Yard,  he  obferved fomethiug come  with  great 

the  jss  Ti:,lS^r^t^.orved  s‘“‘ 

to  the  houfe,  and  he  obferved  the  man  with  the  crowd  perfeftiy  hU 

»ajeily  s  eommg  out  of  the  houfe,  the  crowd  fet  up  a  hooting  and  hiding.  He  did  not 
obferve  that  man  any  more  particularly,  till  he  arrived  in  the  Park;  when  he  perceived 
him  frequently  to  f.oop  down,  but  whether  he  picked  up  any  thing  he  could  not  fay  but 
at  that  time  there  were  many  ftones  thrown  from  different' quarters.  Hearing  tie ’fame 

talc  Mm?ntoeeXd”C  **  ‘°M  him’  *  not  I”*'.  he  *»<>*  »<T"«<Uy  Ihould 

diawisiimi  agaii ;  up°;  'vhic'' hc  imme- 

eourt  yard  of  St.  James 4,  where  he  left  ht  SUard3>  to  the 

wSoerrher  PCTf0m  eXa”ined  faid  lit,IC  m0re  «•»  *»  «onfa»  the  evidence  of  Mr. 

On  the  fame  evening  fome  nerfons  r  , 

fulled  his  majefty,  were  examined  at' the  office  iu  Bow - fa-eet?0*1  furpld°n  °f  having  in~ 
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-ward  of  one  tlionfand  pounds  to  any 
perfon  or  perfons,  other  than  thofe 
actually  concerned  in  doing  any 
act  by  which  his  majefty’s  royal  per¬ 
fon  was  immediately  endangered, 
who  fhould  give  information  fo 
that  any  of  the  authors  or  abettors 
in  that  outrage  might  be  apprehend¬ 
ed  and  brought  to  juftice. 

On  the  4th  day  of  November 
another  proclamation  was  iffiied. 
It  began  by  announcing,  that,  im¬ 
mediately  before  the  opening  of  the 
prefent  feffion  of  parliament, 


great  number  of  perfons  were  col¬ 
lected  in  the  fields  in  the  neigh* 
bourhood  of  the  metropolis  by 
advertisements  and  hand-bills,  and 
that  divers  inflammatory  difcourfes 
were  delivered  to  the  perfons  fo 
collected,  and  divers  proceedings 
vere  had,  tending  to  create  ground- 
leis.  jealoufy  and  difcontent,  and  to 
endanger  the  public  peace;  and 
that  fuch  proceedings  were  follow¬ 
ed,  on  the  day  on  which  the  feffion 
of  parliament  commenced,  by  aCts 
of  tumult  and  violence,  and  by 


The  hr  It  was  Kidd  Wake  (the  perfon  taken  by  Mr.  Walford),  aged  twenty-feven,  and  a 
journeyman  printer. 

Lemon  Cafeby,  a  conltable,  depofed,  that  he  obferved  the  prifoner,  foon  after  the  car¬ 
riage  had  entered  the  Park,  hits,  groan,  and  call  out,  “  No  war!”  vehemently  and  re¬ 
peatedly.  The  witnefs  endeavoured  to  fecure  him,  but  fell  down  in  the  attempt ;  when 
be  role,  he  obferved  the  prifoner  again  in  the  fame  ad;  he  kept  his  eyes  upon  him  as  far 
the  Horfe  Guards,  and  there  loft  fight  of  him.  After  his  majefty  alighted  at  the  houfe  of 
lords,  a  Mr.  Walford  came  up,  and  obferved  to  the  witnefs  and  other  peace  officers,  that 
he  thou  Id  know  the  man  who  broke  the  glafs  of  the  coach,  deferibing  him  to  w'ear  a  green 
coat  with  a  black  collar.  r  ■- 

On  the  return  of  his  majefty  into  the  Park,  near  St.  James’s,  he  obferved  the  prifoner 
Scuffling  with  Mr.  Walford,  to  whole  alliltance  he  went,  and  they  fecured  him;  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ford  not  attending  to  identify  his  perfon,  the  defcription  given  by  him  to  the  w  itnefs,  of 
the  man  who  threw  the  lione  in  Parliament-ftrect,  could  not  be  received  in  evidence. 

The  prifoner  laid  he  was  in  the  fervice  of  Mr.  Noble,  a  printer;  was  a  married  man;  and 
by  biffing  and  groaning  at  his  majefty,  he  meant  only  to  let  the  king  fee  “  he  was  difiatis- 
fied  at  the  war.” 

Three  others  were  examined  the  fame  evening  with  Kidd  Wake  ;  but  the  evidence  did 
not  affect  them  materially  :  all  four,  however,  were  committed  to  prifon  that  evening  for 
further  examination. 

On  the  next  morning  Kidd  Wake  was  brought  before  (he  fitting  magistrates  for  re¬ 
examination,  when  Mr.  Walford,  above-mentioned,  came  forward,  and  depofed,  that  as 
foon  as  he  joined  the  proceffion  as  a  conltable,  he  obferved  to  Mr.  Stockdale,  his  brother 
officer,  how  very  particularly  adive  the  prifoner  -was  in  hi  fling,  hooting,  and  calling»out, 
*c  No  war!”  And  as  the  proceffion  was  pafling  through  St.  Margaret-flreet,  lie  faw  j'ome- 
tfling  fmall  go  with  great  velocity  againft  one  of  the  coach  windows,  which  made  a  unall 
hole  in  the  glafs;  and  at  this  time  the  prifoner  difappeared ;  but  when  the  king  arrived  at 
the  houfe  of  peers,  he  again  obferved  the  prifoner  in  the  front  of  the  crowd;  when  fome 
other  officers,  remarking  the  pril’oner’s  adive  conduct,  propofed  to  take  him  into  cuftody; 
but  on  consideration  it  was  declined.  When  his  majefty  eame  out  of  the  houfe,  lie  lull  fight 
of  the  prifoner  till  the  proceffion  had  pafifed  through  the  Horfe  Guards,  when  he  obferved 
the  prifoner,  and  about  thirty  more,  clofe  to  the  carriage,  grinning  at  the  king,  groaning, 
and  calling;  out,  “No  war!  Down  George!”  But  whether  the" pri'lbher  laid  down  George, 
be  could  not  pofitively  fay.  A?  the  proceffion  was  pafling  from  the  Horfe  Guards  towards 
Carieton  Houle  gates,  fix  orfeven.  ftones  were  flung  at  the  carriage;  and  about  the  time  the 
ftones  were  flung,  he  obferved  the  prifoner  ftoop  two  or  three  times;  but  whether  he  flung 
any  of  the  Hones  he  would  not  pofitively  lay.  The  witnefs  remonftrated  with  the  prifoner 
upon  the  impropriety  of  his  condud,  wrho  paid  no  attention  to  the  remonftrance,  till  at 
length  pafling  along  the  Mall,  the  witnefs,  with  the  alii  fiance  of  one  of  the  horfe  guards,, 
fecured  him.  The  prifoner,  Kidd  Wake,  was  re-committed  for  further  examination.  He 
at  length  was  brought  to  trial,  and  found  guilty  of  hooting,  groaning,  and  biffing  at  the 
king;  for  which  lie  was  Sentenced  to  be  confined  for  feverul  years  m  the  penitentiary 
houl'c  at  Giouceiler,  and  to  ilaud  in  the  pillory. 


20 


BRITISH  AND 


daring  and  criminal  outrages,  to  the 
immediate  danger  of  his  majefty’s 
«f)erfon.  And  further,  that  uneaft- 
nefs  and  anxiety  had  been  railed  in 
the  minds  of  his  majefty’s  faithful 
fubjects  by  rumours  and  appreheu- 
fions  that  feditious  and  unlawful 
affembiies  were  intended  to  be  held 
by  evil-difpofed  perfons ;  that  it 
was  therefore  thought  fit  to  enjoin 
and  require  all  juflices  of  the  peace, 
fheriffs,  and  all  well-difpofed  per¬ 
fons  throughout  the  kingdom,  to 
ufe  their  utmoft  diligence  to  difcou- 
rage,  prevent,  and  lupprefs  ail  fe¬ 
ditious  and  unlawful  affembiies,  and 
the  diftribution  of  all  feditious  pa¬ 
pers  and  publications. 

Thus  the  public  mind  was  gradu¬ 
ally  prepared  for  a  nioft  important 
innovation  on  the  Britifh  conftitu- 
tion ;  an  innovation,  which,  had 
it  been  carried  to  the  extent  that 
min  idler  s  at  firft:  intended,  would 
have  laid  the  Bill  of  Rights  and 
Magna  Charta  itfelf  proftrate  in  the 
dull,  and  would  have  nearly  eda- 
biifhed  a  military  defpotifm  in  the 
place  of  thofe  laws  and  cudoms 
which  have  lono  been  dear  to  Eiis- 

_ ,  O  o 

lifhmen;  thofe  laws  and  liberties 
for  which  our  ancedors  cheerfully 
died  tlieir  blood  ;  to  preferve  which, 
the  unfortunate  houfe  of  Stuart  was 
expelled  from  tiie  throne  of  their 
ancedors;  and  to  defend  which,  the 
fceptre  of  thefe  kingdoms  was 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  elector 
of  Elanover. 

The  reader  will  perceive  that  we 
allude  to  two  bills  which  were  at 
this  crifis  introduced  into  parlia¬ 
ment  by  lord  Grenville  and  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  which  were  paded  into 
laws,  after  vigorous  debates,  in  the 
month  of  December  1795.  The 
one  was  entitled,  «  An  Adt  for  the 
Safety  and  Preservation,  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  Perfon  and  Government  a- 
gaind  Treafonable  and  Seditious 


PradHces  and  Attempts.”  And  the 
other,  “  An  A6t  for  the  more  effec¬ 
tually  preventing  Seditious  Meet¬ 
ings  and  Affembiies.” 

Notwithftanding  the  outrages 
which  had  taken  place  during  his 
majefty’s  progrefs  to  the  houfe,  the 
feffion  of  parliament  was  regularly 
opened  in  theufual  way,  by  a  fpeech 
from  the  throne ;  but  that  ceremony 
was  no  fooner  concluded,  than  the 
bar  or  the  houfe  of  peers  was  ab¬ 
ruptly  ,  ordered  to  be  cleared,  and 
their  lordibips  went  into  a  commit- 
tele  of  privileges,  in  confequence 
of  the  circumftances  which  had  at¬ 
tended  his  majefty’s  coming  to  the 
houfe. 

Their  lordihips  having  firft  or¬ 
dered  his  majefty’s  fpeech  to  be 
taken  into  confideration  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day,  lord  Grenville  Hat¬ 
ed,  that  his  majefty  had  been  grofs-* 
ly  infulted  in  his  way  to  the  houfe, 
hi?  Hate  coach  damaged,  and  an 
aftault  attempted  on  his  royal  per¬ 
fon. 

The  earl  of  Weftmoreland  (mafter 
of  the  horfe)  ftated  to  the  houfe  the 
particulars  of  the  infult  and  out¬ 
rage,  as  far  as  they  had  fallen  with¬ 
in  I  is  knowledge;  and  lord  Onflow 
(a  lord  of  the  bed-chamber)  con¬ 
firmed  the  report  made  by  the  earl 
of  Weftmoreland. 

The  journals  having  been  pre- 
vioufty  confulted  for  precedents, 
an  addrefs  was  propofed  ;  and  this 
was  to  be  followed  by  a  conference 
with  the  other  houfe,  to  defire  their 
concurrence  in  the  meafure.  After 
a  fliort  converfaiion  among  feveral 
of  the  peers,  the  marquis  of  Ranf- 
downe  animadverted  with  feverity 
and  acrimony  on  the  conaudf  of 
minifters,  whom  he  diferedited  and 
reprobated  upon  this  occafton.  He 
believed,  on  his  part,  that  it  was 
no  more  than  the  counter-part  of 
'their  own  plot ;  the  alarm  bell  to  ter¬ 
rify 
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frify  the  people  into  weak  compli¬ 
ances,  that  minifters  might  continue 
in  power,  a  power  which  drew  the 
conftitution  into  their  own  hands, 
and  which  he  could  not  confider  as 
fafely  lodged  while  in  their  poflef- 
lion. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was 
fpent  in  the  examination  of  wit- 
neffes,  and  in  a  conference  with 
the  houfe  of  commons.  The  earl 
of  Mansfield,  as  chief  manager  for 
the  lords,  hated  the  nature  of  the 
evidence  they  had  received  ;  and 
the  two  houfes  foon  afterwards 
clofed  the  fitting,  by  adjournment 
till  the  next  day. 

On  the  30th  of  October  the  mi¬ 
nutes  of  the  evidence  of  the  wit- 
neffes  examined  in  the  houfe  of 
lords  was  communicated  to  the 
houfe  of  commons.  -  The  reading 
of  this  evidence  being  clofed,  the 
commons  unanimoufly  agreed  to  the 
addrefs,  and  a  meffage  was  fent  to 
acquaint  the  lords  therewith.  His 
majefty's  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  was 
reported  on  the  2d  of  November. 

On  the  4th  of  November,  copies 
of  the  proclamation  i filled  by  his 
majefty  relative  to  the  outrages  com¬ 
mitted  againft  his  perfon  on  the 
29th  of  October,  and  of  the  pro¬ 
clamation  afterwards  publifhed  re¬ 
lative  to  feditious  meetings,  were 
fubmitted  to  the  houfe  of  peers  by 
lord  Mansfield,  and  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  the  fame  day  lord  Grenville 
gave  notice,  that  upon  the  6th 
he  would  bring  forward  a  bill  for 
better  fecuring  the  fafety  of  his 
majefty’s  perfon  and  government, 
when  the  proclamation  would  come 
to  be  difcufted,  and  moved  that 
their  lordfhips  be  fummoned  to  at¬ 
tend  upon  that  day. 

Lord  Grenville,  on  the  6th  of 
November,  in  purfuance  of  his  no¬ 
tice  given  on  the  4th,  moved  the 


order  of  the  day,  -which  was,  that 
his  majefty’s  proclamations  ftimiM 
be  read.  His  lordfliip  conceived! 
thofe  proclamations  to  be  the 
ground-Work  of  the  bill  which* 
he  propofed  that  day  to  fubmk 
to  the  confideration  of  the  houfe. 
The  late  violent  attack  upon  the 
perfon  of  his  majefty  demanded 
fame  neceftary  meafures  for  the 
prevention  of  ftmilar  abides;  and 
that  attack  he  fufpe&ed  to  have 
been  made  in  confequence  of  the 
licentious  affemblies  and  proceed¬ 
ing's  which  had  of  late  been  i Lifter- 
ed  without  any  notice  or  restric¬ 
tion.  The  treafonable  and  feditious 
fpeeches  and  writings  which  had  lat¬ 
terly  been  fo  aflkhioufly  difteminated 
at  public  meetings,  together  with 
the  number  of  libels  otherwise  cir¬ 
culated,  were  fo  general  and  noto¬ 
rious,  as  moll  particularly  to  call 
for  the  interference  of  parliament. 
He,  as  a  fervant  of  his  majefty  and 
a  member  of  that  houfe,  looked 
upon,  it  as  his  duty  to  remonftrate 
againft  them,  and  endeavour  to 
check  their  flagitious  tendency 
He  obferved,  that,  whatever  varia¬ 
tion  there  might  be  in  the  bill  he 
had  to  propofe  from  the  precedents 
of  former  times,  he  aftiired  their 
lord  Hi  ips  that  they  would  be  found 
only  to  vary  fo  far  as  the  peculiar 
forms  of  exifting  circumftances  re¬ 
quired.  The  precedents  to  which 
he  referred  were  thofe  in  the  reign 
df  Elizabeth,  and"  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  Second,  adts  pafled  in  approved 
times ,  and  applied  to  circumftances 
by  no  means  diffimilar  to  thofe  of 
the  prefent  day.  ,  He  doubted  not 
but  their  lordfhips  would  agree  with 
him  in  the  neceflity  there  was  of 
applying  a  fpeedy  remedy  to  thefe 
dangerous  practices,  which  had 
proceeded  fo  far  as  to  endanger  the 
monarchy,  or  even  the  |ife  and 

fafety 
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fafety  of  our  prefent  fovereign. 
On  thefe  grounds  he  prefented  a  bill 
entitled,  “  An  ACl  for  the  Safety 
and  Prefervation  of  his  Majefty’s 
Perfon  and  Government  againft 
Treafonable  and  Seditious  Practices 
and  Attempts;”  which,  being  read 
a  firft  time,  he  moved  that  it 
fhould  be  printed,  and  the  lords  be 
liimmoned  for  the  fecond  reading 
on  the  Tuefday  following. 

The  earl  of  Lauderdale  faid,  that, 
when  he  favv  the  proclamation  which 
had  juft  been  read,  his  mind  was 
filled  with  an  equal  degree  of  fur- 
prize  and  anxiety,  considering  it  to 
be  a  moft  extraordinary  and  unac¬ 
countable  meafure ;  that  he  had 
returned  home,  after  the  debate  of 
a  preceding  evening  perfectly  fa- 
tisfied,  from  what  had  palled  there, 
that  every  idea  of  difquiet  or  alarm 
had  been  lulled  by  the  declaration 
they  had  heard  from  the  higheft 
authority,  and  which  tended  to 
convince  the  nation,  that  one  of 
the  great  objects  of  the  war  was 
completely  fulfilled,  and  that  the 
dread  and  alarm  which  had  any 
where  exifted  was  quieted  by  the 
falutary  effects  of  the  proclama¬ 
tion  of  1 792,  and  the  fubfequent 
meafures  which  miniflers  had  a- 
dopted.  But  his  aftonifhment  was 
greatly  excited  by  the  perufai  of 
the  proclamation  of  Wednefday 
laft,  and  his  furprize  was  augment¬ 
ed  at  finding  a  bill  introduced  from 
the  fame  quarter,  and  grounded 
Upon  that  proclamation.  This  mea¬ 
fure  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  direCt 
contradiction  to  the  high  authority  he 
had  juft  alluded  to,  and  proved  that 
now  it  would  be  abfurd  to  fuppofe 
government  had  fucceeded  in  ob¬ 
taining  one  of  the  greateft  objects 
of  the  war;  for  they  now  came 

*  Alluding  to  tiro  debate,  on  the  a,ddre& 
•which,  fee  the  following  chapter. 


forward  with  a  meafure  ten  times 
ftronger  and  more  dangerous  to  the 
liberties  of  the  country,  than  they 
had  hitherto  dared  to  do,  even  at 
the  moment  of  their  greateft  and 
moft  avowed  alarm. 

His  lordfhip  contended,  that,  by 
the  bill  then  introduced,  a  variety 
of  new  crimes  and  new  treafons 
would  be  added  to  the  criminal 
code  of  this  country ;  and  it  would 
effect  a  total  alteration  of  the  laws 
refpeCting  treafon,  and  a  molt  dan¬ 
gerous  innovation  upon  the  confti- 
tution.  He  thought  it  extraordi¬ 
nary,  that  fo  ftrong  a  meafure  fhould 
be  propofed  before  there  was  the 
leaft  evidence  to  prove  that  there 
was  the  flighted:  connexion  between 
the  meetings  at  Iflington,  &c..  and 
the  outrage  on  his  majefty,  or  that 
the  treafon  and  fedition  complained- 
of  did  adually  exift.  Thus  a  bill 
was  to  be  brought  in  without  the 
leaft  foundation,  which,  if  pair¬ 
ed  into  a  law,  would  annihilate 
every  liberty  and  privilege  which 
Englishmen"  then  enjoyed..  No 
public  meeting,  for  any  public  pur- 
pofe,  could  be  held,  however  le¬ 
gal  fuch  meeting  might  be,  under 
fuch  a  law.  The  old  conftitution 
of  France  had  nothing  more  defpo- 
tic  or  more  'inconfiftent  with  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  than  this  bill 
went  to  create.  The  faCt  appeared 
to  him  to  be,  that,  miniflers  having 
involved  the  country  in  a  ruinous 
and  deftruClive  war,  they  had  then 
recourfe  to  extraordinary  and  un¬ 
heard  of  meafures,  as  the  only 
means  to  carry  on  their  mad  and 
dangerous  fyftem ;  a  war  entered 
into  againft  the  fenfe  of  the  people, 
and  carried  on  at  an  expence  fo 
enormous,  that  it  was  with  much 
difficulty  the  poor  could  bear  the 

to  his  majefty  on  the  30th  of  October;  for 
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preffure  of  thofe  grievances  which 
it  had  already  occafioned. 

The  bill,  he  contended,  was  not 
brought  in  to  check  a  fpecific  oi 
immediate  danger,  but  as  a  perma¬ 
nent  alteration  of  the  criminal  law 
of  this  country  ;  for  it  was  to  con¬ 
tinue  during  tne  life  of  the  king, 
and  even  afterwards.  What  ren¬ 
dered  the  bill  ftill  more  objediona- 
ble  was,  that  the  minifters  who  were 
to  be  entrufted  with  this  extia- 
ordinarv  acc^uifition  of  executive 
power/ were  the  very  men  who 
had  in  the  raoft  glaring  manner 
drained  the  application  of  the  pe¬ 
nal  laws  to  an  unprecedented 
height.  He  pointed  out  feverai 
cafes  wherein  perfons  had  been 
treated  with  extreme  tyranny  under 
profecutions  for  fuppofed  fedition 
and  treafon  ;  and  concluded  a  very 
able  and  animated  fpeech,  by  pro¬ 
nouncing  the  bill  then  before  theit 
lordfhips  to  be  u  one  of  tne  feveieft, 
and  moft  dangerous  to  tne  lights 
and  liberties  of  the  people,  that  had 
ever  been  introduced. 

Lord  Grenville,  in  contradidion 
to  the  earl  of  Lauderdale,  obferved 
that  minifters  had  not  faid. that  all 
difcontent  and  defjgn  againft  the 
o-overnment  of  this  countiy  was 
done  away  ;  that  all  feditious  piac- 
tices  were  at  an  end.  This  was  not 
the  fpirit  or  the  meaning  of  his 
noble  friend  on  the  woolfack.  The 
fpirit  of  what  he  had  faid  was  this, 
that  by  the  firmnefs  of  parliament 
in  oppofing  principles  which  had 
been  fupported .  by  the  arms  of 
France,  and  which  had  been  in- 
duftrioufly  propagated  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  their  lordfhips  were  yet  able 
to  debate  in  that  houfe,  and  ftill 
poftefted  of  the  power  of  arguing 
on  the  advantages  of  the  Britifti 
conftitution;  neither  was  it  true 
that  minifters  had  at  any  time  afleii- 
cd  that  there  was  a  general  fpirit  of 


difloyalty  or  difaffedion  in  this 
country;  fo  far  from  this,  he -had 
the  glory  of  faying,  there  was  al- 
moft  an  universal  fpirit  of  loyalty 
in  the  nation. 

He  denied  the  noble  earl’s  af- 
fertion,  that  minifters  had  brought 
on  this  war.  The  votes  of  their 
lordfhips  had  already  declared,  that 
minifters  had  not  involved  the 
country  in  this  war.  With  refped 
to  the  provifions  of  the  bill,  when 
they  came  to  be  argued,  he  fhould 
prove  his  aftertions  on  the  neceflity 
of  the  meafure.  He  fliould  prove 
to  the  fatisfadion  of  their  lordfhips, 
that  it  did  not,  in  the  fmalleft  de¬ 
gree,  interfere  with  the  right  of  the 
people  to  meet  in  legal  and  peace¬ 
able  aflemblies.  None  could  be 
made  to  fuffer  by  it,  except  thofe 
who  knew  their  condud  and  inten¬ 
tions  were  wicked. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  faid  that 
he  would  embrace  a  future  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  exprefs  the  lentiments  of 
difapprobation  which  he  entertain¬ 
ed  a  gain  ft  the  bill.  He  was  con¬ 
vinced,  that,  while  it  was  in  their 
power  to  affemble,  the  people  of 
this  country  would  meet,  and  dif- 
play  their  fenfe  of  this  injurious  at¬ 
tack  aimed  at  their  deareft  rights 
and  liberties,  in  a  manner  fo  mark¬ 
ed  and  decifive,  as  would  induce 
their  lordfhips  to  abandon  the  de- 
fign  of  carrying  forward  the  bill. 

The  earl  of  Radnor  obferved 
that  he  might  poffibly  be  thought 
an  odd  man  :  but  fo  far  from  being 
afraid  to  conftitute  new  treafons,' 
he  rather  wiflied  to  do  fo  than  not. 
If  it  were  thought  that  certain  of¬ 
fences,  not  in  the  purview  of  the 
ad  25  Edward  the  Third,  ought  to 
be  confidered  and  punifhed  as  high 
treafon,  why  not  make  them  high 
treafon  at  once,  and  enad  that  they 
were  fo  ?  By  fo  doing,  men  would 
be  taught  to  take  warning,  to  un¬ 
derhand 
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derffand  what  crimes  they  were 
committing,  and  what  punifhment 
they  were  incurring;,  and  to  feel  the 
neccffity  of  conducing  themfelves 
accordingly. 

O  y  ■v. 

The  queftion  was  at  length  put 
and  carried,  that  the  bill  be  print¬ 
ed,  & c. 

The  duke  of  Portland,  on  the 
10th  of  November,  prefcnred  a  pe¬ 
tition  to. the  houfe  from  the  city  of 
Rath,  figned  by  a  great  number  of 
perfons  of  that  city,  dating  their  ab¬ 
horrence  of  the  outrages  and  infults 
committed  againli  his  majeflv’s  per- 
fon  and  the  dignity  of  parliament, 
upon  the  firft  day  of  the  feffion, 
and  praying  that  their  lordfhips 
would  take  fuch  Reps  as  might 
bring,  the  offenders  to  fpeedy  pu¬ 
nifhment,  and  prevent  the  commif- 
lion  of  fimilar  crimes  in  future; 
which  was  read  at  the  table. 

Lord  Grenville  then  moved  the 
order  of  the  day,  the  feeond  reading 
of  the  bill  to  proteft  his  maj  city's 
perfon  and  the  conRitution  of  the 
country  from  fimilar  attacks  to 
thofe  which  had  been  fo  recently 
made  upon  both.  He  had  already 
Rated  the  grounds  upon  which  this 
bill  was  brought  in ;  the  fa  ft  fet 
forth  in  the  preamble  was  unde¬ 
niable  ;  a  body  of  proof  upon  that 
bead  was  already  before  their  lord¬ 
fhips;  in  addition  to  that  evidence, 
they  had  his  majefiy’s  proclama¬ 
tion,  grounded  upon  inquiry  and 
examination.  .  That  fuch  a  meet¬ 
ing  had  been  held  in  the  fields  but 
three  days  before  the  meeting  of 
parliament,  no  man  could  hefitate 
to  believe  ;  no  man  iikewife  could 
doubt  for  a  fingle moment,  that  the 
daring" outrage  committed  on  the 
perfon  of  the  fovereign,  and  in  it 
a  moft  unprecedented  infult  on  the 
dignity  and  freedom  of  parliament, 
followed  from  the  feditiousfpeeches, 
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and  libellous  and  treasonable  paper's 
circulated  at  that  meeting. 

The  bill,  he  faid,  might  be  di¬ 
vided  into  two  parts  ;  the  firR  for 
the  fafety  and  proteftion  of  his  ma- 
jeRy’s  perfon,  the  other  for  the  pu- 
nifhment  of  treafonable  crimes  a- 
gainR  the  Rate.  On  the  firR,  he 
prefumed,  there  would  be  no  differ¬ 
ence  of  opinion  ;  and  on  the  fe- 
cond,  he  afferted  that  there  were 
no  puniRiments  created  for  crimes 
that  were  not  already  acknowledg¬ 
ed  to  be  fo  by  the  exiRing  laws,  ex¬ 
cepting  that  it  was  intended,  by  the 
prefent  bill,  to  include  treafonable 
publications  and  difcourfes  as  equal¬ 
ly  criminal  and  dangerous  with  the 
acts  Rated  to  be  treafon  by  the  laws 
then  in  force.  To  devife  or  .com- 
pafs  the  king’s  death,  was  already 
treafon  ;  and  the  whole  of  that  part 
of  the  bill  was  grounded  upon  the 
folemn  opinions  of  the  belt  lawyers 
in  this  country.  There  could  "not 
be  a  doubt  but  fuch  compaffing  or 
confpiring  againR  the  king’s  perfon 
and  government,  as  was  fpecified 
in  the  bill,  amounted  to  that  degree 
of  guilt  which  called  for  the  moft 
fevere  puriiRiment :  whether  it  a- 
m minted  to  levying  civil  waragainft 
the  king,  or  encouraging  foreign 
enemies,  or  by  writing,  publi filing, 
or  even  fpeaking,  the  effeft  of  the 
crime  was  the  fame,  and  the  pu- 
nifhment  ought  to  be  fo  Iikewife. 
The  provifions  of  the  bill  had  been 
made  upon  the  fame  principles  as 
the  afts  of  queen  Elizabeth  and 
Charles  the  Second,  and  were  in 
fact  as  fimilar  as  the  circumRances 
of  the  prefent  times  would  admit; 
and  it  having  been  found  that  diffi¬ 
culties  fometimes  arofe  in  the  con- 
Rruftion  of  the  afts  now  in  force, 
it  was  intended,  by  the  variations 
from  them  in  this  bill,  to  afcertain 
precifely  the  meaning  which  was 
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to  be  giver*  to  the  whole  of  the 
treafon  laws.  When  the  bill  came 
into  the  committee,  he  meant  to 
move  the  omitting  of  the  words 
malicious  and  advifed  fpeaking ;  and 
that  being  done,  there  would  re¬ 
main  nothing  in  the  bill  which  was 
not  already  acknowledged  by  the 
exiRing  laws  to  be  treafon.  With 
regard  to  the  claufe  refpefting  fedi- 
tion,  it  did  not,  he  faid,  interfere 
with  the  prefent  laws,  nor  prohi¬ 
bit  any  afts  or  meetings  which  were 
then  legal,  but  in  fome  cafes  pro¬ 
vided  a  more  adequate  punijhment  for 
the  degree  of  crime,  than  the  ex¬ 
iRing  laws  admitted  of;  it  having 
in  many  inftances  been  found,  that 
though  the  crime  wTas  fufficiently 
proved,  the  law  did  not  point  out 
any  adequate  punifliment.  Having 
taken  this  general  view  of  the^ bill, 
lie  moved  the  fecond  reading  of  it. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  Rated,  that, 
as  far  as  the  bill  related  to  the  glar¬ 
ing  and  flagitious  outrage  commit¬ 
ted  againft  the  fovereign,  every  man 
in  and  out  of  the  houfe  mull  repro¬ 
bate  fuch  crimes,  and  earneftly  with 
to  fee  them  punifhed  in  an  ade¬ 
quate  and  exemplary  manner;  at 
jthe  fame  time  he  muR  add,  that  he 
faw  nothing  in  the  bill  that  tended 
in  the  leaft  to  fecure  or  proteft  his 
majefiy’s  perlon  in  a  better  or  more 
effectual  manner  than  it  was  now 
protected  by  the  exifting  laws. 
The  fecond  part  of  the  bill  was 
founded  upon  the  proclamation  a- 
gainR  the  meetings  which  had  been 
lately  held.  He  appealed  to  their 
lordfhips,  whether  it  wmuld  not  be 
inconfiRen.t  with  their  dignity  to 
proceed  to  fo  folemn  an  aft  as  the 
introduction  of  this  extraordinary 
and  dangerous  bill,  without  having 
before  them  any  proof  of  anv  fort, 
that  the  proceedings  of  thofe  meet¬ 
ings  had  rendered  fo  ftrong  a  mea¬ 
fure  indifpenfable.  When  the  fame 


miniflry  propofed  the  fufpenflon  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  Aft,  a  feleft  com¬ 
mittee  was  appointed,  who  report¬ 
ed  to  the  houfe  a  mafs  of  evidence 
which  gave  to  their  proceedings  at 
leafl:  the  appearance  of  deliberatioh; 
whereas,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  they 
feemed  to  difregard  ail  idea  of  de¬ 
liberation,  inquiry,  or  evidence. 
It  was  not  enough  that  lord  Gren¬ 
ville  fliould  declare,  that  he  was  fa- 
tisfied  on  this  point  parliament 
ought  to  know  the  neceffity  of  the 
meafure  before  they  adopted  it.  He 
wi filed  the  noble  Secretary  of  Rate 
would  explain  how  the  law,  as  far 
as  it  regarded  the  king’s  life,  was 
in  any  refpeft  defeftive,  or  wherein 
this  bill  was  likely  to  amend  it. 

His  grace  then  made  fome  pointed 
obfervations  upon  tlncgood times  from 
which  lord  Grenville  had  taken  his 
precedents  in  fupport  of  the  bill. 
He  never  thought  that  the  noble 
lord  had  fo  far  forgotten  what  he 
and  the  nation  owed  to  thofe  who 
brought  about  the  revolution,  as  to 
fpeak  of  the  reigns  of  Elizabeth 
and  Charles  the  Second  as  models 
a  or  example,  or  furnifliing  prece¬ 
dents  for  government  to  aft  upon 
in  the  prefent  day.  The  noble  lord 
ought  to  refleft  op  the  events  which 
followed  thofe  precedents ;  and  they 
would  furely  furnifli  him  with  no¬ 
thing  that  he  could  with  to  antici¬ 
pate  from  this  meafure.  In  queen 
Elizabeth’s  time  thofe-  laws  were 
chiefly  direfted  againfl  bulls  iflued 
by  the  pope,  and  when  the  country 
was  in  a  very  diflrafted  Rate,  both 
from  foreign  and  domeRic  foes ; 
and  in  Charies  the  Second’s  reicni, 
thefe  meafurr  s  were  adopted  when 
he  was  juR  reRored  after  a  twenty 
years’  abfence,  and  were  deemed 
abfolutely  neceflary  for  his  pro¬ 
tection. 

Fhe  earl  of  Lauderdale  rofe,  and 
faid  that  he  did  not  believe  the  af- 
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fertion  to  be  true,  that  the  outrage 
upon  the  king,  which  they  ail  la¬ 
mented,  was  to  be  afcribed  to  the 
meeting  in  the  fields  near  Iflington  ; 
nor  did  he  think  there  was  the 
fmalleft  connection  between  the 
LondonCorrefponding  Society,  and 
the  mob  who  committed  the  out¬ 
rage  in  Weftminfter  on  the  fir  ft  day 
of  the  feffion.  That  fociety  had  no 
more  to  do  with  it  than  his  ma- 
jefiy’s  cabinet.  The  cabinet,  in¬ 
deed  were  evidently  more  deeply 
involved.  The  cabinet  had  com¬ 
menced  the  war ;  and,  by  their  mad 
continuance  of  it,  had  reduced  the 
lower  order  of  people  to  the  mo  ft 
abjeCt  and  intolerable  diftrefs.  Was 
it  therefore  to  be  wondered  at,  in 
fuch  circumftances,  if  fome  thirty 
or  fifty  infatuated  individuals,  in  a 
mixed  affernbly  of  1 00,000,  fhould 
break  out  and  vent  their  indignation 
in  any  manner  that  the  irritation  of 
the  moment  fnggrefted  ? 

The  noble  lord  then  went  into  an 
hiftorical  review  of  the  events  that 
had  occurred  in  different  reigns, 
and  the  effects  of  Sanguinary  laws 
again  ft  treafon,  as  conducive  more 
to  the  deltruCtion  of  monarchical 
governments,  than  to  the  protedion 
of  them,  and  the  prefer vation  of 
public  tranquillity.  He  adverted  to 
the  right  of  granting  money  in  the 
other  houfe  of  parliament,  and  afked, 
if  the  noble  lord  chofe  to  follow  the 
precedent  of  Charles  the  Second, 
and  defire  the  commons  to  grant 
\  three  years’  pay  to  the  army,  whe¬ 
ther  he  could  expeft  to  fucceed  in 
the  attempt  ?  He  contended  ftrongly 
for  taking  precedents  from  better 
rimes,  and  then  recurred  to  the 
ftatute  of  Edward  the  Third,  which 
was  accounted  the  beft  definition 
of  the  treafon  laws,  and  was  very 
different  from  the  prefent  bill,  which 
Contained  words  never  before  em¬ 
ployed  upop  fimilar  occafions ; 


for  inftance,  the  word  cdnfiitution 
Who  could  define  the  conftitution  in 
an  a£t  of  parliament  ?  Law  and  go¬ 
vernment  could  be  defined ;  but  he 
had  good  authority,  from  a  famous 
pamphlet  well  known  to  min'ifters, 
to  fay  that  the  word  conftitution 
could  not.  From  the  wording  of 
this  claufe,  he  mu  ft  infill  that  it 
created  new  crimes  by  new  phrafes. 
The  word  people  came  under  the 
fame  uncertainty  as  conftitution , 
and  was  in  no  other  a<ft  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  His  lordfhip  then  faid,  that, 
however  difplealing  it  might  be  to 
fome  of  their  lordfhips  to  hear  it,  he 
was  juftified  by  great  and  known  au¬ 
thorities  in  faying,  that  times  and 
circumftances  might  be  fuch  as  not 
only  to  juftify,  but  to  make  refin¬ 
ance  become  a  duty.  Fie  was  much 
againft  parliament  giving  great  la¬ 
titude  to  the  judges  by  new  powers. 

Lord'  Lauderdale  concluded  his 
fpeech  with  making  fome  obfen/a- 
tions  upon  the  fituation  of  public  af¬ 
fairs,  and  the  deranged  ftate  of  the 
finances. 

Lord  Mansfield  exprefted  a  very 
different  opinion  of  the  bill.  It 
had  been  faid,  that  the  ftatute  of 
Edward  the  Third  was  fufticient ; 
but  he  confidered  that  ftatute  as 
furnifliing  too  many  evaftons,  and 
as  liable  to  too  much  uncertainty, 

to  be  a  fuitable  remedy  for  fuch  an 

s  * 

attack  as  had  been  made  upon  his 
majefty.  The  ftatute  of  queen  Eli¬ 
zabeth  had  been  juftified  by  her 
fituation ;  but  he  would  remark, 
that  the  regulations  it  contained 
were  copied  into  that  of  queen 
Anne.  A  denial  of  her  right  was 
declared  to  be  high  treafon ;  and 
upon  this  a6t  a  perfon  had  been 
convi&ed  and  executed. 

In  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Se¬ 
cond,  he  faid,  much  of  the  leaven 
of  republicanifm  remained.  There 
were alfo Fifth-monarchy  men,  who, 
7  indeed. 
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indeed,  differed  from  the  republi¬ 
cans  of  the  prefent  day,  who  wi (li¬ 
ed  for  no  king,  as  they  adhered  to 
the  idea  of  a  king  of  a  certain  de- 
fcription.  Fie  juftified  the  word's, 
‘‘  and  constitution which  had  been 
inferted  in  the  claufe,  after  the 
words,  “  ejidblijhed  government 
in  the  fecond  part  of  the  bill.  Fie 
confidered  the  words,1  as,  in  every 
view,  proper  and  parliamentary. 
Refpedling  fedition,  he  could  not 
agree  with  inftnuations  that  feven 
years’  tranfportation  was  too  fevere 
a  punifhment  for  the  fecond  of¬ 
fence;  and  though  told  that  it 
would  give  diffatisfadtion  without 
doors,  he  would  not  allow  this  cir- 
cumftance  to  influence  his  mind, 
in  fpite  of  the  unpopularity  his  con¬ 
duct  might  occafion:  He  con¬ 
cluded  with,  fome  compliments  to 
the  known  humanity  and  fortitude 
of  his  majefly. 

,  After  fome  explanation  between 
lord  Grenville  and  lord  Lauderdale, 
the  duke  of  Norfolk  rofe,  and  con¬ 
tended  that  the  dodftrine  of  refin¬ 
ance  was  a  principle  of  the  confti- 
tution,  to  which  the  family  of  Brunf- 
wick  owed  their  elevation,  and 
which  in  every  (filiation  he  would 
remember,  though  he  would  n’ot 
fix  the  precife  occafion  on  which 
it  ought  to  be  employed.  Fie  was 
of  opinion,  that,  from  the  evidence 
they  had  received  at  the  bar  on  the 
fir  ft  day  of  the  feffion,  fome  mea¬ 
sure  might  have  been  propofed  to 
prevent  hrs  majefty  from  being  mo- 
lefted  in  his  paftage  to  and  from 
parliament,  which  he  thought  not 
fufficiently  provided  for  by  the  fta- 
tute  of  Edward  the  Third  ;  yet,  he 
laid,  that  in  its  prefent  form,  and 
embracing  fuch  a  variety  of  ob- 
jedfs,  he  would  certainly  vote  a- 
gainft  the  bill. 

*  "1  ne  minority  were,  the  device  of  Bedford', 
lord  vifeount  Chedworth,  the  earl  of  Derby,' 
— -I>r osy,  earl  of  Guil'dl’ofd, 
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The  earl  of  Abingdon  oppofed 
the  bill;  and  unaccountably  intro¬ 
duced  fome  obfervations  on  his  owrf 
cafe,  and  on  the  late  Mr.  Eftwick. 

The  duke  of  Leeds  faid,  that  his 
refpedf  for  the  facred  perfon  of  his 
majefty  would  induce  him  to  con¬ 
fers  to  go  into  a  committee  with  the 
bill,  in  hopes  that  it.  might  be  f<j 
qualified,  as  to  afford'  a  fure  pro¬ 
tection  to  the  king  without  violat¬ 
ing  the  rights'  of  the  people.  He 
would  with  to  leave  out  the  word 
u  government ”  altogether.  It  was 
more  general,  and  capable  of  a 
wider  latitude  of  Conftrucftiorr,  evert 
than  the  word  conjiiiution .” 

The  marquis  Town  fend  faw  no¬ 
thing  in  the  bill  to  prevent  coun¬ 
ties  from  deliberating  on  public 
meafures,  and  exprefling  their  free 
opinion  on  every  fobjedL 

The  duke  of  Bedford  concluded 
the  debate  by  faying,  that  no  fatis- 
tisfaftory  anfwers  had  been  given 
to  the  arguments  againft  this  bill  ; 
but  fpecial  care  had  been  taken  to 
mifapprehend  what  had  fallen  from 
him  and  others.  This  bill,  in  hi's 
opinion,  did  not  ‘give  any  addi¬ 
tional  fecurity  to  his  majefty,  while 
it  affecfted  the  moft  valuable  rights 
of  Engliftrmen ;  and  therefore  he 
again  declared  that  he  fhould  think 
it  his  duty  to  give  the  bill  the  moil 
decided  opposition  in  everv  legal 
way  that  it  could  be  oppofed,  and 
that  in  every  ftage  both  in  the 
houfe  and  out  of  it  ;  for  if  that  bill 
paffied  into  a  law,- there  was  fuch  an. 
infringement  in  the  conftitutiOn  as 
no  man  could  contemplate  without 
horror. 

The  qu  eft  ion  was  then  put,  and  the 
houfe  divided  :  contents  56,  proxies 
23 — non  contents 7,  proxy  1*. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be 
Committed  the  next  day.- 

he  earl:  of  Lauderdale  ,'the  carl  of  Abingdon, 
iic  earl  of  Befbofough,  lord  vifeount  St.  John. 
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In  the  houfe  of  commons,  on  the 
fame  day,  November  io,  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  moved  the 
order  of  the  day,  for  taking  into 
conflderation  his  majefty’s  procla¬ 
mations  of  Odlober  31,  and  No¬ 
vember  4,  1 795. 

Mr.  Pitt  painted  in  glowing  co¬ 
lours  the  ftrong  impreflions  which 
the  criminal  and  outrageous  infult 
committed  upon  his  majefty  in  per¬ 
fon,  on  the  firft  day  of  the  ieftion,. 
had  made  upon  the  minds  of  all 
his  fubje<fts,  and  remarked,  that 
thofe  outrages  proceeded  from  cir- 
cumftances  upon  which  he  meant 
to  ground  the  proceedings  of  that 
night.  If,  under  this  firft  impref- 
iion,  every  man  fhould  think  him- 
felf  called  upon  by  the  affection  he 
owed  to  the  perfon  of  the  fove- 
reign,  to  apply  a  remedy  to  thofe 
very  alarming  (ymptoms  (which  he 
prefumed  would  be  the  cafe)  ano¬ 
ther  impreftion  would  arife  out  of 
it,  equally  forcible,  namely,  that 
they  would  do  this  bulinefs  but  by 
halves,  if  they  directed  their  atten¬ 
tion  folely  to  that  feparate  attack 
upon  the  perfon  of  his  majefty,  and 
not  to  thofe  formidable  c.ircu re¬ 
liances  which  were  conne&ed  with 
it  in  point  of  principle,  and  which 
produced  it  in  point  of  fa£t.  If 
the  houfe  meant  fuch  enormities 
fhould  be  totally  averted,  they 
fhould  adopt  fome  means  to  prevent 
thofe  feditious  afiembiies,  which 
ferved  as  vehicles  to  fadfion  and 
difloyalty,  which  fanned  and  kept 
alive  the  flame  of  difaffeeiiora,  and 
filled  the  minds  of  the  people  with 
difeontent. 

His  motion  was  not,  therefore, 
to  alter  or  enforce  the  laws  for  the 
king’s  fafety,  becaufe  the  other 
houfe  had  then  before  them  a  bill 
to  that  effedl ;  but  to  prevent  thofe 
meetings  to  which  aU  the  mifehiefs  lie 
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had  mentioned  might  be  attributed* 
The  meetings  to  which  he  allud¬ 
ed  were  of  two  deferiptions ;  the 
firft,  under  a  pretext  of  petitioning; 
parliament  for  rights  of  which  they 
affedled  to  be  deprived,  agitated 
queftions,  and  promulgated  opini¬ 
ons,  hoftile  to  the  exifting  govern¬ 
ment,  and  tending  to  bring  it  into 
difrepute  with  the  people.  The 
other  defeription,  though  lefs  nu¬ 
merous,  not  lefs  public  nor  lefs 
dangerous,  was  concerted  evident¬ 
ly  for  the  purpol'e  of  diftennnating 
unjuft  grounds  of  jealoufy  and  dif¬ 
eontent,  and  of  encouraging  the 
people  to  a&s  of  even  treafon  itfelL 
Both  thefe  required  fome  ftrong  law 
to  prevent  them  ;  for  if  the  arm 
of  the  executive  government  was 
not  ftrengthened  by  fuch  a  law, 
they  would  be  continued*  if  not  to 
the  utter  ruin,  at  leaft  to  the  dif- 
grace  of  the  country. 

No  man  would  deny  the  right  of 
the  people  to  exprefs  their  opinions 
on  political  men  and  meafures* 
and  to  difeufs  and  aflert  their  right 
of  petitioning  all  the  branches  of 
the  legiflafcure ;  but  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  houfe  to  prevent  thefe  pri¬ 
vileges  from  being  made  a  pretext 
for  fubverting  the  eftabliftied  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  country.  He  eon-  < 
felled,  however*that  it  was  necefiary 
to  proceed  with  caution  in  this  bu- 
finefs,  left,  cm  the  one  hand,  they 
fhould  encroach  on  the  rights  of  the 
people,  or,  on  the  other,  fuffer  the 
abufe  of  thofe  rights  to  become  the 
iriftrument  of  their  total  extin&ion. 
This  matter  ought  to  be  attended 
to  in  the  detail ;  but  the  houfe 
would  fee,  that  at  prefent,  the  real 
queftion  was,  “  did  not  thepreffure 
of  the  moment  call  for  fome  re¬ 
medy?’'’ 

According  to  the  beft  opinions 
he  could  colled!,  the  great  point 
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wanted  then  was  a  more  clear  and 
denned  power  in  the  magiftrate,  to 
difperfe  and  put  an  end  to  all  meet¬ 
ings  likely  to  be  prodb<5live  ofcon- 
fequences  fuch  as  were  already  men¬ 
tioned  :  he  by  no  means  meant  this 
power  of  difperfion  to  extend  to 
meetings  obvioufly  lawful,  and  held 
for  legal purpofes ;  but  that  in  every 
cafe  of  a  numerous  meeting  of  what¬ 
ever  nature,  or  under  whatever  co¬ 
lour,  notice  fhouid  be  given,  fo  as 
to  enable  the  magistrate  to  keep  a 
.watchful  eye  over  their  proceed- 
ings---to  recognize  the  power  of  the 
magiflrate  to  be  prefent  at  fuch 
meetings,  and  to  enforce  penalties 
on  thofe  who  fhouid  obftrudl  him 
in  doing  fo  ;  and,  on  whatever  pre- 
.  text  the  meeting  might  be  held,*if 
it  appeared  to  be  of  a  kind  that  was 
likely  to  promote  fedition  againft 
government,  to  invert  the  magi- 
rtrate'  with  power  to  apprehend  the 
perfons  on  the  fpot— to  make  any 
obftruflion  to  the  magiftrate  felony 
*~-and  to  make  a  provilion,  that  if 
•  arrefting  fhouid  not  be  found  fufft- 
cient  to  difperfe  the  meeting,  they 
Ihould  be  dilperfed  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  under  the  fame  penal¬ 
ties,  as  thofe  contained  in  the  Riot 
Adi.  This  fummary  power  in  the 
magiftrate,  while  it  would  ftill  leave 
to  the  people  the  fair  right  to  peti¬ 
tion,  on  the  one  hand,  would*  on 
the  other,  prevent  the  abufe  of  it. 
This,  he  laid,  was  the  outline  of  the 
bill  he  meant  to  propofe. 

Under  the  other  defeription  of 
meetings,  through  which  the  minds 
e>f  the  people  were  poifoned,  fell 
thofe  of  public  lecturers,  who  made 
the  d" ftem i nation  of  fedition  the 
fource  of  a  livelihood.  To  them  he 
thought  it  would  be  proper  to 
apply  regulations,  fomewhat  like 
thole  that  palled,  about  fourteen 
years  before,  in  an  A  61  which  was 
called  Mansfield’s  Adi,  and  bv 


which  all  houfes  wherein  improper 
meetings  were  held  on  a  Sunday, 
were  tq  be  treated  as  di/orderly  houfes. 
And,  to  avoid  evafion,  the  claufe 
fhouid  apply  to  every  houfe  wherein 
any  people  meet,  “  exceeding,  by  a 
certain  number  to  be  Hated  in  the 
Adi,  the  real  family  of  the  houfe.’' 
u  So  convinced  am  I,”  faid  he,  “that 
there  can  be  but  one  feeling,  and 
one  opinion,  that  fome  meafure  of 
this  kind  is  neceflary;  [here  a  cry 
of  “hear!”  on  the  oppofite  fide] 
and  fo  little  am  I  fhaken  in  that 
convidlion  by  the  adverfe  vocife¬ 
ration  of  “hear  !  hear!”  that  I  am 
fure  I  fhouid  but  fhew  a  diftruft  of 
the  caufe  if  I  faid  any  more.  I 
will  therefore  only  move, 

“  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  the  more  effedlually  pre¬ 
venting  feditious  meetings  and 
aftemblies,” 

When  the  fpeaker  had  read  the 
motion,  Mr.  Fox  rofe,  and  faid  that 
he  felt  as  much  horror  at  the  attempt 
which  had  been  made  againft  his 
majefty  as  any  man  in  this  king¬ 
dom;  but  he  did  not  think  he 
fhouid  exprefs  well  his  feelings,  if  he 
declared  that  his  indignation  at  what 
happened  even  on  that  day,  was 
more  than  equal  to  what  he  felt 
from  what  he  had  heard  that  night. 
The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
ought  to  fhew  the  neceftity  of  the 
bill  he  proofed;  if  he  meant  to 
ground  the  neceftity  upon  the  af- 
fumption,  that  what  happened  on 
the  fir  ft  day  of  thefefiion  was  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  what  parted  at  the  meet¬ 
ings  to  which  he  had  alluded,  he 
believed  he  would  fail  in  the  at¬ 
tempt.  It  was  faid  there  was  a  fe<« 
ditious  meeting  held  fome  where  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  metro¬ 
polis  a  few  days  before  the  meeting 
of  parliament;  that  at  fuch  meet¬ 
ing  very  alarming  proceedings  had 
taken  place,  finking  at  the  very 
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exiftenee  of  parliament  itfelf.  If 
fuch  meetings  were  held,  and  fuch 
fpeeches  were  made,  the  fpeakers 
were  amenable  to  the  law,  and, 
when  proven  guilty,  were  liable  to 
adequate  punifliment.  But  this 
bill  was  to  proceed  upon  the  flimfy 
pretext  that  all  the  violence  and 
outrage  that  had-  been  offered  to 
his  majeftv  was-  the  refult  of  this 
meeting  ;  of  which  there  was  not 
the  colour  of  a-  proof. 

It  had  been  afked,  whether  the 
houfe  fiiould  not  endeavour  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  repetition  of  fuch  an  in- 
flilt?  Undoubtedly  it  fhou Id.  But 
then  it  fiiould  be  upon  evidence ; 
and  here  the  right  of  perfons  meet¬ 
ing  any  where,  to  confult  on  pub¬ 
lic  meafures,  was  to  be  affefted  in 
eonfequence  of  what  happened  to 
his  majefiy  on  the  firft  day  of  the 
feflion,  although  there  was  no  evi¬ 
dence  to  prove  that  the  outrage 
arofe  from  any  proceedings  that 
were  had  at  any  public  meeting 
previous  to  that  day.  Whatever 
fome  perfons  might  think  to  the 
contrary,  the  proclamation  was 
not  evidence  r  many  had  thought 
proclamations  to  be  the  a£U  of  mi- 
nifrers  for  certain  purpofes  of  their 
own,  for  the  increafe  of  power. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman 
who  propofed  the  bill,  fpoke  with 
eafe  on  the  rights  of  the  fubjed,  as 
if  he  intended  to  bring  the  public 
to  fubmit  to  the  moll  rigid  de- 
fpotifm.  In  that  detail,  Mr.  Fox 
laid,  he  fiiould  never  take  a  fliare, 
for  he  would  never  attend  the  de¬ 
tail  of  a  meafure  which  in  itse&ence 
was  de tellable.-  He  contended, 
that  public  meetings  for  the  dif- 
cuflion  of  public  fubjeds  were  not 
only  lawful,  but  the  very  effence  of 
the  conftitution,  and  of  the  liberties 
which  Englifhmen  enjoyed.  The 
mover  of  the  bill  had  faid  that  thefe 
meetings  were  not  to  be  prevented, 
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they  were  ^only  to  be  regulatetL 
“  Attend,”  faid  Mr.  Fox,  11  to  his 
regulation.  I  thought  I  knew  the 
rights  of  man,  and  the  rights  of 
Englifhmen.  [Here  was  a  great  cry 
of  hear!  hear!]  What,”  faid  he, 
u  is  it  a  flip,  do  you  fu-ppofe,  and 
that  the  rights  of  man  is  a  fentence 
without  a  meaning?  Have  men  no 
natural  rights  ?  If  fo,  Englifiimen’s 
rights  can  have  no  exillence.  The 
rights  of  man,  I  fay,  are  clear :  man 
has  natural  rights  ;  and  he  who  de¬ 
nies  it,  is  ignorant  of  the  bafis  of  a 
free  government;  he  is  ignorant  of 
the  firft  principles  of  ours,  for  thefe 
rights  are  naturally  connected  with 
the  belt  parts  of  the  hiftory  of  our 
country.' 

*The  people,,  he  faid,  had  al¬ 
ways  a  right  to  difeufs  their  griev¬ 
ances,  and  to  petition,  for  redrefs, 
not  only  the  houfes  of  parliament, 
but  even  the  king  himfelf ;  but  now, 
it  feems,  they  are  not  to  do  fo,  un- 
kfs  notice  be  given  to  a  magiftrate, 
that  he  may  become  a  witnefs  of 
their  proceedings.  This  attendant 
magiftrate,  this  jealous  witnefs,  was 
empowered  to  arreft  any  perfon 
whom  he  in  his  wifdom  thought 
had  uttered  any  thing  feditious. 
Not  only  fo;  he  had  power  to  dif- 
folve  the  meeting  at  his  own  will. 
“  Say,  at  once,”  faid  Mr.  Fox,  “  that 
a  free  conftitution  is.  no  longer 
fui table  to  us  ;  conduct  yourfelves 
at  once  as  the  fenators  of  Denmark 
did  :  lay  down  your  freedom,  and 
acknowledge  and  accept  of  defpo- 
tifm but  do  not  mock  the  under- 
Handings  and  the  feelings  of  man¬ 
kind,  by  telling  the  world  that  you’ 
are  free.  Can  a  meeting,  under 
fuch  reftri&ions  as  the  bill  requires, 
be  called  a  meeting  of  free  people  ? 
Is  poffible  that  the  feelings  of  the 
people  of  this  country  fiiould  be 
thus  infulted  ?  Is  it  poflible  to  make 
the  people  of  this  country  believe, 
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that  this  plan  is  any  thing  but  a 
total  annihilation  of  their  libertv  ?” 

j 

Mr.  Fox  then  adverted  to  what 
had  fallen  from  Mr.  Pitt  refpeHing 
6t  Mansfield’s  A6t/’  and  obferved, 
that  from  this  the  hon.  gentleman 

o 

thought  himfeif  authorized  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  prevent  the  difcuffion  of 
queftions  on  any  day  ;  and  this  was 
to  be  applicable  to  all  places  where 
"money  was  to  be  taken,  merely  on 
an  allegation  that  fuch  queflion 
might  produce  mifchief.  But  this 
was  not  to  be  all — it  was  applica¬ 
ble,  it  feems,  to  places  where  no 
money  was  to  be  taken,  becaufe  in 
truth  per fons  might  be  admitted  by 
means  of  tickets  ;  and  they  muff  not 
amount  to  a  number  bey.ond  a  cer¬ 
tain  one  which  the  minifler  fhould 
be  pleafed  to  infert  in  his  bill,  un- 
lefs  duly  licenfed  by  a  magiftrate. 
He  would  alk  aeain- — Was  this,  or 
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was  it  not,  to  prevent  all  political 
difcujjion  vchatever  f 

u  Behold,”  faid  he,  .“the  Bate  of 
a  free  Englifhman  !  Before  he  can 
difcufs  any  topic  which  involves 
his  libertv  or  his  rights,  he  is  to 
fend  to  a  magiftrate,  who  is  to  at¬ 
tend  the  difcuffion — that  magiftrate 
cannot  prevent  the  meeting;  but  he 
can  prevent  the  fpeaking,  becaufe 
he  can  allege  that  what  is  faid 
has  a  tendency  to  di fluid)  the  peace 
and  tranquillity  of  this  realm.  He 
hoped  the  people  would  be  alarmed 
at  the  danger  their  liberties  were 
then  in,  and  affemble,  while  they 
might,  to  difcufs  the  belt  means  of 
preferving  them  from  the  encroach¬ 
ments  of  the  propofed  bill,  and 
Bate  their  abhorrence  of  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  this  proceeding.  Thole 
>vho  did  n»t  take  this  flep,  he  fhould 
pronounce  traitors  to  their  country. 
Suppofe,  for  a  moment,  that  the 
only  object  which  the  authors  of 
this  meafure  have  in  view,  be  to 
prevent  a  revolution  in  this  coun¬ 
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try  :  if  this  were  their  real  motive, 
how  could  they  think  to  avoid  fuch 
an  evil  by  proceeding  upon  a  plan 
which  has  no  refpedt  for  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  the  people,  no  effeem  for  the 
experience  to  be  derived  from  a  pe~ 
rufal  of  our  hi  ft  or  y  ?  Good  God, 
Sir!”  exclaimed  Mr.  Fox,  “  I  have 
feen  and  have  heard  of  revolu¬ 
tions  in  different  Bates:  but  they 
were  not  owing  to  the  freedom  of 
popular  opinions,  nor  to  the  fa¬ 
cility  of  popular  meetings;  they 
were  owing  to  the  very  reverfe  of 
thefe;  therefore  we  ought  to  put 
ourfelves  in  a  Bate  as  different  from 
them  as  peffible.  But,  unfortu¬ 
nately,  the  prefent  miniBers  are 
leading  us  into  a  fituation  as  nearly 
flmiiar  as  they  can  to  thofe  in  which 
thefe  revolutions  happened  ;  parti¬ 
cularly  to  that  which  at  this  hour 
is  in  oft  interefti  ng  to  us,  the  reiati 
of  Charles  the  Firft,” 

Mr.  Fox  next  adverted  to  the 
French  revolution,  anddefired  Eng- 
lifhmen  to  obferve,  what  brought 
‘about  the  revolution  there;  and 
they  would  find  that  it  was  not  to 
be  attributed  to  the  facility  of  pub¬ 
lic  meetings,  but  on  the  contrary  to 
their  letires  de  cachet ,  and  other  means 
which  were  employed  to  prevent 
the  public  from  manifefting  their 
opinions  on  the  affairs  of  govern¬ 
ment.  We  fhould,  therefore,  to 
avoid  diftrefs  fimilar  to  theirs, 
avoid  the  caufe  that  occafioned  it. 
If  tlig  complaints  of  the  people  be 
unfounded,  there  can  be  nothing  to 
fear  ;  for  the  more  vehemently  and 
loudly  they  exprefs  them,  if  they 
be  groundlefs,  the  lefs  effect  will 
they  ultimately  produce;  but  if  a 
flop  be  put  to  this  vent  for  the 
ill-humour  of  the  body  politic, 
•there  can  be  no  alternative  between 
abject  fubmiffion  and  violent  e- 
'  ftftance.  He  concluded  by  obferv* 
in§>  that,  if  this  bill  was  brought  in, 
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he  fhould  think  it  his  duty  to  move 
for  a  call  of  the  houfe. 

Mr.  Stanley  obferved,  that  if  this 
bill paflld  into  a  law,  we  were  upon 
the  eve  of  a  revolution.  He  ex- 
prefled  his  aftonifhment  at  the 
blindnefs  of'minifters  in  adopting 
fuch  a  meafure  ;  men  were  not  fo 
blind,  belaid,  if  laws  were  properly 
adminiftered,  and  their  happinefs 
even  partially  fecured,  as  to  fly  in 
the  face  of  evil,  and  riik  all  the 
danger  and  infecurty  coniequent 
upon  public  diforder.  The  cele 
brated  Montefquieu  had  aflerted 
that  the  fur  eh  proof  of  a  country’s 
verging  on  deftrudf ion  was  an  enor¬ 
mous  increafe  of  penal  laws;  on 
that  ground  alone,  if  there  were  not 
numerous  others  more  powerful, 
he  fhould  oppofe  the  bill.  The 
exifting  laws  were,  he  thought, 
every  way  fnfficient  to  arm  the 
magiftrate  with  proper  power  for 
the  fuppreffion  of  illegal  meetings. 
Mr.  Stanley  confidere  J  the  prefent 
bili  as  a  libel  on  the  loyalty  of  Eng- 
lifhmen,  and  concluded  with  de¬ 
claring  his  affection  for  that  cctnfti- 
tution  which  he  had  been  taught 
from  his  earlieft  infancy  to  admire, 
and  which  he  now  feared  was  about 
to  be  fubverted  ;  a  meafure  which 
would  make  him  abhor  the  authors 
of  it  fo  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Sir  William  Pulteney  faid,  gen¬ 
tlemen  would  do  well  to  enquire 
whether  the  prefent  meafure  was 
likely  to  produce  fuch  an  infringe¬ 
ment  upon  the  privileges  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  as  had  been  alleged,  before  thev 
gave  it  a  bad  colour  with  the  pub¬ 
lic. 

Sir  William  agreed  that  the 


meafure  would  militate  againft  li¬ 
berty,  if  it  prevented  free  difcufiion  i 
but  he  thought  that  the  bill  did  not 
go  to  fupprefs  the  liberty  of  the  ’ 
prefs,  which  was  a  mode  of  dif- 
cufling  all  popular  and  political 
topics,  fully  adequate  to  all  the  pur- 
pofes  of  the  community,  and  which 
he  fhould  be  forry  to  fee  furren- 
dered.  That  alone  was  fufficient 
to  maintain  the  bleffings  of  the 
conftitution ;  and  that  could  not 
exift  in  a  republican  form  of  go¬ 
vernment,  in  an  abfolute  govern¬ 
ment,  or  in  anv  form  of  govern- 
ment  which  he  knew,  except  a  li¬ 
mited  monarchy,  fuch  as  we  hap¬ 
pily  enjoyed.  In  fuch  inflamma¬ 
tory  aftemblies  as  thofe  in  queftion, 
where  fedition  was  copioufly  dealt 
out  to  the  multitude,  there  ought 
to  be  fomerching  to  fave  the  public 
mind  from  imbibing  the  infidious 
poifon.  The  great  danger  of  fuch 
meetings  was,  that  they  only  heard 
one  fide  of  a  queftion  ;  and  their 
ignorance  aqd  want  of  information 
led  them  on  to  adtion,  without  con- 
fldering  what  ought  to  be  faid  on 
the  other  fide. 

The  regulations  of  policy  and 
law,  he  faid,  ought  to  be  fuited  to, 
circumftances  and  times ;  at  on$ 
time  a  people  might  be  rafli,  as  in 
the  prefent  inftance  ;  at  another, 
fl.uggifh;  it  was  then,  the  bufinefs 
of  legiflators  to  apply  their*  remedy 
to  the  occafion.  He  attempted  to 
fet  Mr.  Fox  right  in  his  aftertion 
that  fuch  a  meafure  was  never  re- 
forted  to  in  any  free  country.  Even 
in  America  no  meeting  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  could  be  held  without  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  magiftrate  *.  It  was 


*  We  fufpc-dted  this  aftertion  to  be  erroneous,  when  it  fir  ft  reached  our  cars.  We  have 
iince  made  enquiry,  aad  are  iniormed,  tvom  good  authority,  that,  in  America,  whoever 
pleatcs  may  call  a  meeting  as  many  as  pleafe  may  meet,  when,  w'here,  and  as  often  as 
they  chocfe  -todifcufs  whatever  fubjetts  they  think  proper — and  that  no  magiftrate  has  ♦'lie 
fmaUert  authority  to  intcnere  unlefs  the  tacit  implied  authority  which  is  veiled  in  every 
magiftrate  in  every  country  to  interpole  in  caie  ol  acts  of  violence,  and  outrageous 
breaches /af  the  public  peace.  '  '  ‘  * 
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proper  that  fuch  a  power  ihould  be 
given  to  the  magiftrate,  to  fet  fuch 
affemblies  to  rights ;  if  treafonable 
proceedings  were  the  avowed  in¬ 
tention  of  any  bodies  of  men,  trea- 
fon  ought  not  to  be  tamely  fuffered 
in  this  or  any  country.  If  the  ma- 
giftrate  'exceeded  his  powers,  he 
might  be  punifhed  ;  there  was  no 
fear  that  liberty  would  be  fu  ren¬ 
dered  in  a  country  where  the  juries 
were  judges  whether  a  publication 
was  a  libel  or  not.  Fie  gave  his 
fupport  to  the  bill,  becaufe  he 
thought  it  would  remedy  an  evil, 
without  infringing  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  people. 

Mr.  N.  B.  Halhed  expreifed  his 
tmwillingnefs  to  prefs  forward  to 
claim  the  notice  of  the  houfe.  But 
when  a  town  was  befieged,  he  faid, 
the  moft  peaceful  inhabitant  mu  ft 
come  forward  to  handle  the  muf- 
quet  or  line  the  battery  ;  he  had 
long  contented  himielf  in  the  filent 
enjoyment  of  the  ineftimable  privi¬ 
leges  of  a  free-born  Englishman.. 
He  difagreed  with  the  majority  of 
the  houfe  with  refpedt  to  the  war  : 
but  there  he  ftopt.  He  approved 
of  the  firft  proclamation,  offering 
a  great  reward  for  the  apprehenfion 
of  thofe  who  fo  notorioufly  infulted 
the  king  in  his  way  to  parliament. 
If  any  flagitious  mifereant  had  been 
feen  to  throw  a  ffone  at  the  king’s 
carriage,  the  inveffigation  ought  to 
have  been  followed  up  with  the  ut- 
'  jnoft  degree  of  exa6tnefs;  but  he 
appealed  to  the  bread  of  every 
gentleman  in  that  houfe,  whether, 
with  this  clue  to  a  perfect  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  cafe,  it  would  not  have 
been  more  proper  to  have  purfued 
that  inveffigation  upon  the  grounds 
of  information  upon  oath,  than 
to  have  turned  fhortly  round  into 
a  totally  new  path  of  refearch,  and 
drifted  the  fufpicion  to  a  quite  dif- 
.  ferent  quarter.  He  owned,  that 
when  he  faw  the  third  proclamation, 
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the  objeft  of  their  prefentdifeuffion, 
he  was  furprifed  and  alarmed.  Be- 
caufe  a  riotous  and  ftarving  mob 
infulted  his  majeffy,  and  appeared 
to  aim  at  his  life  op  a  certain  day,— 
a  mob  evidently  exafperated  by  per- 
fonal  fufferings,  calling  to  the  com-  - 
mon  father  of  his  people  for  peace 
and  bread, — are  their  outrages  to  be 
attributed  to  a  peaceable  affembly 
of  perfons,  whofe  behaviour  was 
in  every  refpect  tranquil  and  exem¬ 
plary, — who,  the  day  before,  had 
been  convened  to  deliberate  on  the 
means  of  legally  reftoring  their  po¬ 
litical  rights  ?  There  was  not  the 
flighted:  fymptom,  or  the  moft 
diftant  hint  infinuated,  that  thofe 
mean  and  defpicable  perfons  who 
infulted  his  majeffy  on  the  firft  day 
of  the  feffions,  had  been  feen  at  the 
peaceable  meeting  held  near  Co? 
penhagen  houfe.  He  had  no  hefi- 
tation  in  declaring  that  the  alarm, 
fo  induffrioufly  fpread  in  the  latter 
end  of  1792,  againft  the  different 
focieties  united  for  the  purpofe  of 
procuring  a  parliamentary  reform, 
was  very  confiftent  and  natural  to 
an  adminiftration  who  were  about 
to  adopt  the  very  meafures  they  had 
reprobated  in  their  predeceffors. 
The  calling  out  of  the  militia  at  a 
moft  unufual  feafon,  of  apprehend¬ 
ing  fundry  perfons,  and  feizing  a 
voluminous  mafs  of  papers,  under 
the  pretence  that  the  conffitution 
was  in  danger,  was  admirably  well 
calculated  to  annihilate  the  moft 
diftant  hopes  of  thefe  focieties  in, 
future,  and  commence  a  reign  of 
terror  which  no  fucceeding  oppo- 
fition  would  have  been  able  to 
fhake.  After  a  long  lapfe  of  time^ 
the  perfons  imprifoned  were  brought 
to  trial :  but,  thank  God,  the  inte¬ 
grity  of  a  jury  empanelled  in  the 
metropolis,  in  the  very  vortex  of 
minifterial  influence,  iuddenly  di- 
fperfed  the  tremendous  cloud,  and 
left  nothing  for  minifters  but  the 
B  4  miferable 
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iniferable  fliift  of  the  poftibility  of 
an  exifting  confpiracy  without  con- 
Jpirators  !  Finding  themfelves  foiled 
in  this  attempt  to  annihilate  the 
focieties  for  procuring  a  parlia¬ 
mentary  reform,  minifters  thought 
proper  to  change  the  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding,  and  bv  one  blow  to  quafh 
not  only  thole  exifting  focieties, 
but  even  the  poifibility  of  their  ever 
exiiling  in  future.  *  Mr.  Halhed 
concluded  a  fpee.ch  of  confiderable 
length  with  obferving,  that  every 
Sentence  of  the  proclamation  was  a 
mere  alfumption  of  fad,  without 
janv  proof  whatever. 

Mr.  Maurice  Robinfon  faid  that 
he  had  heard  that  night  from  an 
honourable  baronet,  a  fophiflical 
explanation  of  the  nature  of  the 
bill,  more  dangerous,  becaufe  more 
mfidions,  than  the  open  avowal  of 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 
By  this  bill  the  interefts  of  the  fove- 
reign  were  oppofed  to  thofe  of  the 
people  ;  whereas  it  had  generally 
been  held,  that  the  fovereign  was 
the  third  branch  of  the  legiftature, 
and  was  bound  to  defend  the  de- 
moc rati  cal  interefts  as  well  as  his 
own.  .He,  was  not  aftonifhed  at  the 
want  of  evidence  to  fupport  the 
bold  aftertions  of  minifters.  The 
Romans,  he  obferved,  felt  no  fur- 
prize  when  Caligula  made  his  hone 
a  conful,  becaufe  ids  antecedent 
condudl  would  have  juft  idea  any 
extreme  of  defpotifm,  however  ab- 
furd;  but  he  did  not,  pretend  that 
Ins  horfe  _  was  a  Roman  fenator. 
Mr.  Robinfon  contended  that  .the 
interference  of  a  magiftrate,  at  a 
public  meeting  of  peaceable  fub- 
jeds,  would  be  an  arbitrary  mea- 
fn  re.  FI e  a  1  fo  allude d  t  o  a  m  cm  I’'  c r 
.of  that  houfe,  who  had  propofed  a 
till  to  diminish  the  benefits  arifing 
from  a  trial  by  jury  in  the  city  qf 
iLondpn.  He  concluded  with  obferv¬ 
ing,  Tat  he  could  conftder  the  bill  in 
|jq  qthcr  view  than  as  an  execra¬ 


ble  compound  of  opprefijon  an4 

folly. 

Mr.  Alderman  Luftiington  came 
forward  to  obviate  an  aftertion  which 
had  been  made  refpeding  his  at¬ 
tempting  toleftenthe  benefits  arifing 
from  the  trial  by  jury,  and  faid, 
that  when  the  matter  was  more  fully 
dilcufied,it  would  appear  whether  or 
not  fuch  an  imputation  was  fairly 
charged  upon  him.  He  then  advert¬ 
ed  to  the  bill  propofed  by  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  faid, 
that,  when  he  confidered  the  daring 
infult  which  had  been  offered  to 
his  majefty,  and  the  various  fediti- 
ous  and  tumultuous  meetings  which 
had  been  held  near  the  metropolis, 
he  thought  the  ftrong  meafures  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  necef- 
ftiry  for  the  prefervation  of  the  con¬ 
futation.  if  a  negative  was  put  to 
this  bill,  he  would  venture  to  fay, 
that  not  only  every  man  in  that 
houfe,  but  millions  without  the 
houfe,  would  lament  the  day  when 
it  was  rejected. 

The  alderman  took  notice  of  the 
expreliion  of  Mr.  Fox  relative  to 
the  rights  of  man,  and  obferved, 
that  he  had  no  doubt  but  the  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  was  aware  of 
the  rights  of  focial  compadt ;  he 
was  perfuaded,  he  could  not  mean 
to  allude  to  the  rights  of  nature  in 
oppofition  to  civilization  and  fub- 
ordinatioii.  He  concluded  with  ob¬ 
ferving,  that,  if  magistrates  inter- 
pofed  the  authority  given  them  by 
tiie  bid  in  an  undue  and  unconfti- 
tntional  manner,  there  would  be 
many  found  who  were  able  and 
willing  to  bring  them  to  juftice, 
and  aftert  the  liberty  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Curwen  declared  his  ab¬ 
horrence  of  the  attempt  which  had 
been  made  that  night,  to  deprive  the 
fubjedt  of  his  belt  and  cleared  pri¬ 
vilege.  No  man  deprecated  more 
tnan  he  did  the  idea  of  an  attack 
upon  the  fovereign,  but  if  anything, 
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£n  his  judgment,  could  endanger  the 
perfon  of  his  majefty,  it  would  be 
the  propofed  bill.  It  was  true  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  who 
brought  it  into  that  houfe,  had  fuf- 
hcient  caufe  to  fupprefs  the  voice 
of  the  people,  becaufe  he  had  dif¬ 
fered  from  it.  What  was,  it  that 
put  a  flop  to  the  Spanifh  arm  a? 
ments?  Not  the  niajority  of  that 
houfe,  but  the  voice  of  the  people. 
What  was  it  that  put  a  flop  to  the 
Ruffian  war?  The  voice  of  the 
people.  To  preferve  this  voice  in¬ 
violate,  he  would  rifk  his  life  and 
property  ;  and  it  was  indifferent 
to  him,  if  the  bill  fhould  pafs,  whe¬ 
ther  the  copflitution  was  deflroyed 
by  defpotifm,  or  an  infurredion  of 
the  people.  He  faid  this  bill  was 
fabricated  only  for  the  convenience 
of  miniflers,  who  wifhed  to  put  a 
flop  to  complaints  againfl  them  to 
the  throne  :  after  his  majefly  in  his 
fpeech  had  fpoken  of  the  general 
moderation  and  good  behaviour  of 
the  people,  both  houfes  of  parlia¬ 
ment  were  called  upon  to  pafs  a 
bill  which  no  minifler  before  pre¬ 
fumed  to  bring  forward.  He  was 
affured  that  the  country  had  only  to 
be  apprifed  of  its  danger,  and  the 
bill  would  never  pafs. 

Mr.- Wilberforce  approved  of  the 
general  principle  of  the  bill.  For 
the  three  lafl  years,  he  faid,  attempts 
had  been  made  to  poifon  the  minds 
of  the  people  with  thofe  falfe  prin¬ 
ciples  of  liberty  which  had  pro¬ 
duced  fuch  extenlive  mifchief  in  a 
neighbouring  country  ;  it  was  not 
only  French  politics  which  were 
attempted  to  be,  introduced  here, 
but  French  philofophy  aifo  ;  in  the 
numerous  publications  in  which 
thofe  doftrines  were  introduced, 
there  was  a  marked  contempt  for 
every  thing  facred,  an  avowed  op¬ 
position  to  the  religion  as  well  as 
to  the  contfitiition  of  Great  Britain. 
Lectures  were  given,  and  harangues 
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delivered,  of  the  mod  feditious  and 
inflammatory  nature.  That  all  this 
had  not  been  without  effect,  was 
too  m'a ni fell  from  the  daring  infulfc 
offered  to  his  majefly.  He  thought 
adminiftration  deferved  the  thanks 
of  the  nation  for  taking  meafures 
to  prevent  the  like  outrages  in  fu¬ 
ture.  He  did  not  regard  the  bill 
propofed  by  his  right  hon.  friend  as 
militating  againfl  the  .right  of  dif- 
cu fling  political  queftions,  and  ex¬ 
prefling  to  parliament  the  national 
will ;  he  rather  thought  that  right 
would  acquire  new  life  and  vigour, 
when  thofe  aflemblies,  at  which 
public  difcuflions  took  place,  fhould 
be  brought  under  proper  regula¬ 
tions.  He  confeffed,  however,  that 
it  was  not  c. willingly  that  he  retorted 
to  this  bill ;  all  that  was  left  to  him 
was  a  choice  of  difficulties. 

Refpccling  that  part  of  the  pro¬ 
pofed  meafure  which  related  to  fe¬ 
ditious  clubs  and  debating  focieties-, 
he  thought  there  could  hardly  be 
two  opinions.  After  fome  obser¬ 
vations  upon  what  had  fallen  from 
fvi r.  Fox  relative  to  clubs  and  foci¬ 
eties,  Mr.  Wilberforce  faid  he  had 
always  confidered  it  as  the  grand 
prefervative  oi  the  Britifli  conftF 
tution,  that  there  was  a  popular  af- 
fembly,  the  houfe  of  commons,  in 
which  all  popular  grievances  might 
be  properly  and  freely  difeufled,  to 
which  the  people  might  be  encou¬ 
raged  'without  fear  to  bring  their 
com  plaints,  where  they  would  be 
fure  to  find  able  advocates  for  re¬ 
moving  their  grievances. 

It  was  with  more  concern  than 
furprize,  Mr.  Sheridan  laid,  that  he 
had  heard  the  aoprobation  of  the 
laft  fpeaker  to  the  motion  of  that 
evening;  but  bethought  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  who 
introduced  the  motion,  had  been 
ftruck  dumb  with  fhame  from  the 
itrong  and  irreflflible  arguments 
urged  by  Mr.  Fox  againfl  the  na- 
'  ture 
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ture  and  dangerous  tendency  of  the 
bill  in  queftion  :  and  he  hoped  they 
would  have  produced  the  aban¬ 
donment  of  his  projeft. 

The  honourable  gentleman  who 
fpoke  laft,  agreed  to  the  meafure, 
becaufe  he  was  defirous  of  handing 
down  the  liberties  we  enjoy  unim¬ 
paired  to  pofterity.  He  had  unfor¬ 
tunately  to  remark,  that  the  bill  in 
queftion  was  one  of  the  fir  ft  to  de- 
ftroy  thofe  liberties.  Mr.  Sheridan 
remarked  the  evident  contradidtions 
of  minifters  and  their  adherents 
refpeftingthejoyalty  of  the  people. 
Mr.  Jenkinfon  had  afferted  at  the 
opening  of  the  feiiion,  that  one 
bieffed  confequence  of  the  war  was, 
that  it  had  eradicated  French  prin¬ 
ciples:  it  now  appeared  that  this 
afiertion  was  erroneous,  and  that, 
after  a  year  of  famine,  and  another 
approaching,  thefe  principles  were 
more  and  more  extended.  He  re¬ 
minded  Mr.  Alderman  Lulhington, 
who  had  declaimed  againft  reform¬ 
ers,  and  protefted  againft  locking 
up  his  intellects  in  a  ftrong  box  in 
deference  to  his  great  grandfather, 
that  he  had  once  been  an  advocate 
for  parliamentary  reform  ;  and  as  he 
thought  that  at  Copenhagen- houfe 
the  attendance  of  a  magiftrate  was 
eftential,  fo  Mr.  Sheridan  thought; 
that  the  attendance  of  the  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  in  future  with  the 
friends  of  the  people,  which  was  a 
oame  he  bad  probably  an  averfion 
to  ncfvv,  would  be  of  very  great  ad¬ 
vantage^  as  they  fnould  not  only 
have  the  attendance  of  a  verv  zeal- 
mis  reformer,  but  a  magiftrate  in 
the  fame  perfon,  only  they  might 
wifh  to  difpenfe  with  his  bevy  of 
conftables. 

Another  gentleman  (fir  William 
Ptilteney)  had  treated  the  fubjecl 
vyith  levity,  by  oblerving,  that  in 
America  it  was  ufual  for  a  magi- 
ftrate  to  attend  every  public  affem- 
fely,  bv  way  of  letting  the  people 


know  both  Tides  of  the  queftion, 
and  fetting  them  to- rights.  Hence 
it  was  clear,  that  in  England  his 
worfhip  was  not  to  be  appointed  to 
attend  all  public  meetings  fo  much 
to  take  up  the  orators,  as  to  take  up 
their  arguments .  He  hinted  at  the 
deprefied  ftate  of  thofe  inhabitants 
(Weftminfter  for  inftance),  whofe 
difculiions  upon  public  grievances 
were  liable  to  be  put  an  end  to  by 
magiftrates  who  were  penfioners, 
and  mere  dependants  of  the  mi- 
nifter.  With  regard  to  the  aftault 
upon  his  majefty,  he  believed  in  his 
foul  and  confcience  that  all  the  tu¬ 
mults  had  been  raifcd  by  that  immenfe 
army  of  J pies  which  had  been  dif- 
banded,  He  concluded  by  de¬ 
claring  that  he  hoped  the  houfe 
would  not  fuller  fuch  a  libel  as  this 
bill  to  pafs ;  for  if  it  were  to  pafs, 
he  fhould  think  it  unworthy  to. 
make  ufe  of  that  exclufive  privilege 
which  is  allowed  to  the  members  of 
that  houfe,  to  be  the  prattling  repre- 
fentative  of  a  dumb  and  enflaved 
people. 

Mr.  Martin  faid  he  believed  in 
his  confcience  that  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  had  taken  ad¬ 
vantage  of  what  had  happened,  to 
roufe  a  fpirit  in  the  country  to  flip- 
port  the  intolerable  meafures  of  his 
government.  Every  town  in  Eng¬ 
land  was  almoft  full  of  foldiers ;  he 
had  a  little  time  before  palled 
through  Oxford,  where  he  hoped  to 
enjoy  a  little  repofe  from  the  active 
fcenes  of  life;  but  he  had  heard 
there  more  drums,  trumpets,  and 
fifes,  than  college  bells.  He  re¬ 
membered  the  day  when  no  mem¬ 
ber  of  that  houfe  would  dare  to  have 
propofed  fuch  a  meafure  as  this  of 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 

The  bill  was  ftrenuoufly  defended 
by  the  feci  etary  at  war  (Mr.  Wind¬ 
ham).  He  had  heard  much  of  the. 
liberties  of  this  country  being  gone ; 
but  the  alfertions  were  fupported 
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1>y  very  little  reafoning.  The  ho¬ 
nourable  gentlemen  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  houfe  had  long  been  too 
much  in  unifon  with  the  public 
meetings  referred  to  in  the  propofed 
bill :  therefore  it  was  not  furprizing 
that  they  lhould  both  think  the 
fame  upon  the  prefent  occafion.  It 
was  not,  however,  from  fuch  opi¬ 
nions  that  the  houfe  was  to  form 
its  ideas.  No  man  could  doubt 
that  a  number  of  men  in  this  coun¬ 
try  were  engaged  in  defigns  to  fub- 
vert  the  conftitution.  Certain  pen- 

o 

tlemen  exulted  at  that  circumftance. 
If  the  law  at  prefent  did  not  reach 
thole  focieties,  it  was  fit  that  a  law 
lhould  be  made  for  them,  becaufe 
their  principles  went  diredtly  to  de- 
ftrov  the  conftitution.  Whether 
certain  doctrines  had  made  a  pro- 
grefs  in  the  country,  and  whether 
they  w^re  attended  with  danger, 
or  were  likely  to  be  fo,  was  the  iffue 
.  between  them,  and  on  which  he  call¬ 
ed  for  judgment.  Fie  then  adverted 
to  the  French  revolution,  and  faid 
that  the  prefent  rulers  in  France 
had  endeavoured  to  exterminate  all 
tracesofancientinftitutioiis,and  had 
attempted  to  make  the  world  adopt 
jiew  principles.  Was  there  a  coun¬ 
try  in  Europe  fafe  from  the  poifon 
of  thefe  principles  ?  It  w evident 
there  was  a  fpt  of  men  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  who  openly  profefled  an  at¬ 
tachment  to  the  French  republic, 
who  wifhed  them  luccefs,  and  only 
waited  for  an  opportunity  to  co¬ 
operate  with  them  and  join  them. 
To  fay  that  the  war  againft  France 
was  woxjupy  'was  an  outrage  againft 
the  comnion  fenfe  of  every  man  l ! ! 
He  added  that  the  progrefs  of  laws 
'and  crimes  muff  go  hand  in  hand. 
When  new  offences  occur,  new 
laws  muft  be  enadted  to  meet  them. 
The  only  queftion'  was,  whether 
this  remedy  was  to  be  applied,  or 
whether  thofe  focieties  and  their 
meetings  were  to  be  'permitted  to 
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go  on  preaching  fedition  and  treav 
ion  as  much  as  they  pleafed  ?  They 
hacf  circulated  hand-bills  and  pa¬ 
pers  of  a  nature  too  fcandalous  to 
be  ftated.  They  mentioned  direeft- 
ly  theaftaftinaiion  of  the  fovereign; 
and  this  was  followed  in  a  few  days 
by  an  add uai  attack  upon  him.  No 
government  that  ever  exifted  per- 
m  tted  fuch  meetings ;  and  as  an 
argumentum  ad  hominem ,  the  glorious 
fyftem  of  new  French  liberty  did 
not  admit  them. 

Mr.  Grey  obferved  that  the  de¬ 
cline  and  abjuration  of  violent  de¬ 
mocratic  principles  had  on  a  former 
occafion  been  much  dwelt  on,  as 
the  happy  efFedt  of  the  war;  yet  at 
that  moment,  the  prevalence  of 
thofe  very  principles  was  made  the 
ground  of  the  bill  propofed  bv  mi- 
nifters.  It  was  argued  in  favour  of 
the  motion,  that  the  fpirit  of  turbu¬ 
lence  and  difeontent  was  increasing 
in  this  country,  and  the  bill  intend¬ 
ed  to  be  brought  in  by  minifters 
was  thought  a  neceflary  meafure  to 
fecure  the  conftitution  from  inva- 
fion.  He  allowed  that  difeontents 
did  prevail  in  the  nation  ;  but  if 
thofe  difeontents  were  properly 
traced,  they  would  be  found  to 
have  originated  from  the  corruption 
and  folly  of  miniflers,  in  plunging 
the  country  into  an  unjuft  war, 
which  produced  calamities  they 
were  unable  to  alleviate  or  redrefs. 
He  next  went  into  an  examination 
of  the  propofed  bill,  and  declared 
that  he  could  not  fee  any  connec¬ 
tion  between  the  meeting  at  Co- 
penhagen-houfe,  and  the  outrage 
which  had  been  committed  on  his..- 
majefty’s  perfon;  fo  far  from  it, 
he  faid,  he  would  rather  incur  the 
imputation  of  acting  with  thofe 
men  to  whom  minifters  alluded, 
than  fuffer  the  motion  made  that 
night  to  pafs  without  his  moft  mark¬ 
ed  difapprobation  confidering  if, 
as  he  did,  as  an  attempt  tq  rob  the 
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-people  of  their  deareft  rights,  and 
en.fla.ve  the  nation.  As  fome  of  the 
members  on  the  minifterial  fide  of 
the  honfe -had  alluded  to  theperfons 
who  were  acquitted  in  the  trials  for 
high  treafon,  Mr.  Grey  took  that 
opportunity  of  averting  thdt  he  ex* 
lilted  in  their  acquittal;  and  confi- 
dered  that  Britifh  liberty  was  in 
that  infiance,  by  the  conftitutional 
exertions  of  a  jury,  refeued  from 
the  moft  flagitious  and  darino-  at* 
tack  ever  made  upon  it.  He  be¬ 
lieved  minifiers  were  deeply  affedf- 
ed  that  they  had  not  fucceeded  on 
that  occafion ;  but  it  appeared  from 
the  prefent  motion,  that  they  in¬ 
tended  to  fecu re  their  fuc cel's  on  a 
future  day.  “  Are  not  the  laws, 
as  they  now  ftand,”  exclaimed  Mr. 
Grey,  “  fufficient  to  prevent  or 
fupprefs  feditioys  meetings?  What 
tumult  occurred  in  confequence  of 
the  meeting  at  Copenhagen -houfe  ? 
The  people  aflembled  and  difperfed 
in  the  mofi  peaceable  manner ;  and 
the  fpeeches  delivered  there,  of 
which  fueh  artful  ufe  has  been 
made,  did  not  excite  the  leafi  com¬ 
motion.”  After  iotue  aiqmadvcr- 
fions  upon  the  harangue  of  Mr. 
Windham,  Mr.  Grey  concluded  by 
obferving  that  he  would  embrace 
every  opportunity  of  oppofing  this 
deteftable  meafure. 

Mr.  Buxton  faid,  four  or  five 
hundred  people  had  aflembled  in  his 
neighbourhood,  who,  he  was  confi¬ 
dent,  had  not  an  idea  to  amend  but 
to  overturn  the  conftitution.  To 
effeT  this,  was  clearly  theobjedtof 
moft  of  thofe  popular  meetings.  He 
would  therefore  give  his  fupport  to 
the  bill,  but  hoped  it  would  be  re¬ 
pealed  when  the  neceffity  of  the 
<  times  would  no  longer  juftify  it. 

M r.  Montague  fpoke  a.  few  words ; 
and  Mr.  Bouverie  faid  he  would* 
vote  for  bringing  in  the  bill,  but 
fliould  oppoie  it  in  its  future  pro- 
grefs. 


The  houfe  then  divided  on  thp 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer’s  mo* 
tion, 

Ayes  -  214 
Moes  *  42 

Majority  1 72  for  bring> 
ing  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Fox  then  urged  the  neceffity 
of  a  call  of  the  houfe,  previous  to 
the  ultimate  decifion  on  a  bill  of  fo 
much  importance.  He  concluded 
with  moving  a  call. 

Mr.  fecretary  Dun  das  had  no  obr 
j edition  to  the  call  of  the  houfe 
upon  this  occafion,  becaufe  he  was 
willing  to  own,  that,  unlefs  it  was 
obvious  that  the  bill  had  the  con¬ 
currence  of  the  majority  of  the 
people  of  England,  it  ought  not 
to  be  pafied  into  a  law.  That  it 
would  be  found  to  have  fuch  con- 
cm  rence,  he  had  no  doubt,  having 
been  befieged  in  his  office,  for  months 
Pffii  tvith  applications  for  fuch  a  bi  ll  • 
and  it  was  by  the  advice  of  a  num¬ 
ber  of  gentlemen,  that  minifiers 
had  at  length  brought  it  forward. 

The  unguarded  admifiion  of  the 
y  of  ft  ate  did  not  efcape  the 
penetration  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  whq 
faid,  he  could  now  charge  mini¬ 
fiers  with  the  moft  glaring  incon- 
fifteney  in  this  bufinefs ;  fince,  in 
the  firft  infiance,  they  declared  the 
outrage  committed  on  the  perfon  of 
the  king  to  be  the  ground-work 
of  the  meafure,  and  immediately 
afterwards  admitted  that  they  had 
fuch  a  bill  in  contemplation  before 
the  outrage  took  place.  Mr.  She- 
ridan,  and  the  other  members  of 
oppofition  who  argued  againft  the 
two  bills,  clearly  inferred  from  the 
above  conceffion  of  Mr.  Dundas, 
that  this  meafure  was  in  contempla¬ 
tion  of  minifiers  ever  fince  the  ac¬ 
quittal  of  Hardy  and  others  for 
high  treafon. 

I  he  chancellor  of  the.  exchequer, 
after  making  a  reply  to  the  charge 
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erf  inconfidency  intimated  by  Mr. 
Sheridan,  gave  notice  that  the  bill 
would  be  produced  in  a  day  or  two  ; 
that  it  would  be  read  a  fird  and  fe- 
cond  time,  and  go  through  the 
committee  before  the  call. 

Mr.  Grey  urged  the  right  the 
people  of  England  had  to  expert 
that  a  bill  of  fuch  dreadful  import 
ftiould  at  lead  be  di feuded  in  a  full 
houfe;  and  allured  Mr.  Pitt,  that 
he  fhould  oppofe  it  in  every  legal 
wav,  both  in  that  houfe  and  with- 
out. 

Mr.  Maurice  Robinfon  joined 
Mr.  Grey  in  faying  that  he  hoped 
time  would  be  given  at  lead  to-  utter 
the  lad  bitter  groans  of  expiring  li¬ 
berty. 

After  fomeobfervations  from  Mr. 
Fox  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  the  houfe 
agreed  to  the  motion  for  a  call, 
which  was  dxed  for  that  day  fort- 
sight. 

.  On  the  nth  of  November,  the 
bill  for  the  fafety  and  preservation 
1  of  his  majedy’s  perfon  and  govern¬ 
ment  againd  treafo-nable  and  Sedi¬ 
tious  praftices  and  attempts  was 
read  to  the  peers,  in  a  committee 
®f  the  whole  houfe. 

The  preamble  being  podponed, 
their  lord  drips  proceeded  to  fill  up 
the  blanks,  and  amend  the  clauies 
of  the  bill,  when  the  words,  “  ma¬ 
licious  orill-advifed  fpeaking,”  were 
omitted  on  the  motion  of  lord  Gren- 
.  ville. 

The  duke  of  Leeds  moved  to 
infert  certain  words  of  the  datute 
of  the  25th  Edward  Third,  which 
related  to  the  charging  of  an  overt 
aft  of  treafon  in  the  indiftment, 
and  declaring  it  necedary  for  that 
aft  to  be  proved  in  evidence  by  two 
witneffes  of  the  fame  condition  with 
the  perfon  indifted,  previous  to 
conviftion. 

This  amendment  gave  rife  to  a 
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long  and  learned  difeuflion,  in.  which 
lord  Thurlovv,  the  lord  chancellor, 
the  earl  of  Lauderdale,  and  lord 
chief  judice  Kenyon,  took  part. 
The  law  of  treafons  was  the  prin¬ 
cipal  fubjeft  of  argument,  which 
chiefly  turned  on  the  quedion,  how 
far  it  was  requilite  to  exprefs  in  the 
bill,  that  an  overt  aft  fhould  be 
charged  in  the  indiftment  for  high 
trealon,  and  of  the  criminal  extent 
of  words.  It  was  agreed,  that 
mere  ioofe  words  did  not  conditute 
an  overt  aft  of  treafon ;  but  that 
words,  coupled  with  an  aftion  cor¬ 
roborative  of  the  dfefign  or  menace 
to  kill  the  king,  exprefled  in  fuch 
words,  was  an  overt  aft  of  treafon,. 
and  capable  of  being  fo  charged  in 
an  indiftmerrt  for  com  palling  the- 
death  of  the  king. 

The  earl  of .  Lauderdale  fignified” 
a  wifh  to  introduce  a  claufe  in  the 
bill,  exempting  from  the.  penalties 
of  this  part  of  the  propofed  bill,  the 
attempts  to  depofe  his  majedy  from 
the  kingdom  of  Corfica,  or  any  do¬ 
minions  gained  fi  nee  the  war;  but, 
after  fame  converfation  with  lord 
Grenville  and  others,  he  withdrew 
his  amendment. 

At  length  the  duke  of  Leeds 
withdrew  his  amendment;  and  the 
lord  chancellor  moved  that  the 
words,  44  or  other  overt  aft,”  diould 
be  inferted  after  the  words,  44  any- 
printing,  writing:”  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Upon  the  fecond  claufe,  the  duke 
of  Leeds  moved,  that,  in  the  ex- 
preffion,  44  edablilhed  government 
and  conditution  of  this  realm,” 
there  diould  be  omitted  the  words 
“  government  and,”  meaning  after¬ 
wards,  his  grace  faid,  to  move  to 
infert  the  words,  44  confiding  of 
king,  lords,  and  commons.”  This 
amendment,  he  conceived,  would 
prevent  the  mifeonftruftion  which 
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rriight  arife  from  the  vague  and  in¬ 
definite  meaning  of  the  word  ^  go- 
•vernmenl .” 

Lord  Grenville  and  the  lord  chan¬ 
cellor  contended  that  the  amend¬ 
ment  of  his  grace  would  rather  tend 
to  create  than  to  remove  that  con¬ 
ic  fi  on  which  it  was  intended  to 
prevent. 

Lord  Thurlow,  on  the  contrary, 
stTerted  that  it  was  difficult  to  de¬ 
fine,  with  logical  accuracy,  the 
terms  government  and  conJUtution. 
While  he  reprobated  every  attempt 
to  vilify  or  degrade  the  perfon  of 
his  majefty,  he  confidered  the  pe¬ 
nal  enactment  of  this  claufe  as  too 
lev  ere  in  many  cafes  to  which  it 
might  be  applied.  Was  it  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  fitch  criminality,  as  that  to 
which  he  had  alluded,  to  fay  that 
it  was  an  abufe  that  twenty  acres  of 
land  below  Old  Sarum  Hiil  fit  on  Id 
fend  two  re  prefen  tativeS  to  parlia¬ 
ment  ?  Yet,  this  might  be  repre¬ 
sented  as  tending  to  create  a  dillike 
of  the  eflabiifhed  confutation,  fince 
under  it  fuch  a  cafe  edified.  He 
was  decidedly  of-  opinion,  that  the 
prefent  laws  of  the  country  were 
fully  adequate  to  the  punifhment 
and"  reftraint  of  the  crimes  which 
this  clapfe  of  the  bill  was  meant 
to  embrace.  New  aCts,  and  fevere 
pena’tie;,  he  thought  little  calcu¬ 
lated  to  attain  the  object  propofed. 
He  was  convinced  in  his  own  mind, 
and  his  opinion  was  confirmed  by 
the  authority  of  the  ftatute-book, 
that  fevere  penal  laws  could  never 
conduce  to  the  fafety  of  a  prince, 
.or  the  prefervation  of  any  conftitu- 
tion.  His  lord  fit  ip  expreffed  his 
difapprobation  of  the  whole  of  this 
Claufe.  as  well  as  of  the  fucceeding 
one.  which  placed  the  power  of 
profecution  in  tf  e  diferetion  of  the 
tniniflers. 

The  lord  chancellor  expreffed  his 
furprjze  at  the  opinion  which  the 


learned  lord  had  expreffed.  The 
magnitude  of  the  crimes  againft 
which  this  claufe  was  directed  muff 
be  obvious  to  every  lord  who  read 
or  heard  of  the  publications  which 
the  prefs  teemed  with,  and  which 
were  diffributed  daily  through  the 
flreets.  In  their  confequences  and 
titmoft  extent,  they  aimed  at  the  fub- 
verfion  of  every  part  of  the  confu¬ 
tation.  They  taught  the  people 
that  royalty  was  an  usurpation  of 
their  rights,  and  an  ariftocracy  a 
nuifance  to  which  they  fhould  not 
fubmit.  They  laboured  to  perfuade 
them  that  they  had  no  political  ex- 
iftence ;  that  they  ought  to  affiert 
their  own  importance;  and  me¬ 
diated  the  fame  evils  which  this 
country  once  experienced,  and  of 
Which  a  neighbouring  nation  af- 
forded  a  di  ft  in  ft  example.  Were 
fuch  enormities,  which  aimed  ht 
the  vitals  of  the  coriftitution,  tod 
rigbroufiy  punifhed  by  the  penalties 
Of  this  bill  ? 

Lord  Mansfield  fupported  the 
opinion  of  the  lord  chancellor;  and 
lord  Lauderdale,  iti  reply,  afferted 
that  nothing  he  had  heard  had  ef¬ 
faced  the  impreffion  made  on  his 
mind  by  the  excellent  obfervations 
of  the  learned  lord  (Thurlow).  In¬ 
dead  of  meeting  me  arguments  of 
his  learned  friend,  the  lord  chan¬ 
cellor  had  painted,  in  glowing  co¬ 
lours,  the  atrocious  tendency  of 
the  publications  in  circulation,  and 
had  defcanted  upon  the  evils  which 
fuch  principles  had  produced  in 
France,  as  if  the  learned  lord  had 
been  ignorant  or  infenfible  of  the 
criminality  of  the  conduct  of  fuch 
men,  and  indifferent  to  the  effects 
it  might  produce.  The  learned 
lord  had  argued  upon  the  authority 
of  the  ffa*  ;:te-book ;  and  none  of 
his  petitions  had  been  contradicted. 
Lord  Lauderdale  laid,. it  was  eafy 
to  conceive  that  there  might  be  men 
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the  head  of  affairs  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  who  would  be  difpofed  to  pu- 
nifh,  with  air  unrelenting  feverity, 
the  perfon  who  attacked  one  branch 
of  the  conflitution,  while  they 
would  cherifh  the  libeller  of  the 
other.  Some  one  might  reprefent 
the  monarchy  as  independent  of  the 
parliament.  Such  an  offender  might 
find  his  fafety  from  the  punifhment 
of  this  bill  in  the  fimilarity  of  his 
fentiments  to  thofe  of  the  mini- 
fters,  and  might  fecurely  firike  at 
the  foundation  of  two  parts  of  the 
conftitution,  while  he  proved  his 
zeal  and  attachment  to  the  throne. 
A  period  might  exift,  when,  as 'in 
the  prefent  days,  the  principles 
which  placed  his  majefly  on  the 
throne  would  be  detefted  as  the 
fymptoms  of  difaffe&ion,  while  the 
advocates  of  prerogative  ni  ght  find 
their  abettors  in  the  bofom  of  the 
cabinet. 

The  bifliop  of  Rochefter  fpoke 
in  favour  of  the  claufe,  and  of  every 
part  of  the  bill;  and  lord  Grenville 
attempted  to  refute  the  opinion  of 
lord  Thurlow. 

Lord  Lauderdale,  in  defence  of 
the  opinion  lord  Thurlow  had  given 
Of  the  bill,  adverted  to  what  had 
formerly  fallen  from  a  noble  duke 
now  high  m  office  (the  duke  of 
Portland),  namely,  that  much  of  the 
calamities  aqd  diflreffes  under  which 
the  country  fuffered,  was  owing  to 
the  mifconduCt  of  the  perfons  now 
in  office. 

The  lord  chancellor,  after  an 
apology  for  his  own  weaknefs  in  at¬ 
tempting  to  refute  the  opinion  of 
the  noble  lord  who  had  preceded 
him  on  the  woolfack,  faid,  that  in- 
flead  of  difap proving  of  the  claufe 
in  which  it  is  provided  that  no  per¬ 
fon  fhall  be  profecuted  uniefs  it  be 
by  order  of  the  king,  or  his  council, 
he  admired  it;  be'caufe  it  removed 
the  odium  from  attaching  to  any 
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particular  individual,  and  made  his 
majefty’s  fecretary  of  (late,  and  the 
various  perfons  who  compofed  his 
council,  refponfible  for  the  indict¬ 
ment  of  every  perfon.  So  far* 
then,  from  its  being  afi  engine  in 
the  hands  of  government  to  acce¬ 
lerate  any  fummary  procefs,  it  be¬ 
came  a  check  upon  the  govern¬ 
ment,  and  retarded  the  profecu- 
tion. 

Lord  Carnarvon  hoped  that  this 
bill  would  not  do  away  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  to 
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impeach  any  minifter  who  fhould 
malicioufly  incite  or  flir  up  the 
people  to  the  hatred  or  diflike  of 
his  majefly  or  the  conflitution.  He 
underflood  that  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  maintained  this  authority ; 
but  with  what  right,  he  was  not 
able  to  determine;  and  therefore  it 
was  neceffary  the  bill  fhould  be  clear 
and  explicit;  he  wiflied  that  to  be 
explained;  for  there  was  as  much 
mifehief  to  be  apprehended  from 
miniffers  as  from  other  perfons. 

After  feme  further  converfation, 
the  following  amendment  was  a- 
greed  to, 

“  And  if  any  perfon  or  perfons 
fhall,  after  being  fo  convicted,  of¬ 
fend  a  fecond  time,  and  he  there¬ 
upon  convicted,  fuch  perfon  or  per¬ 
fons  mav-,  on  fuch  fecond  con  vie- 
tion,  be  adjudged,  at  the  diferetiora 
of  the  court  before  whom  they  may 
be  fo  convicted,  either  to  be  ba^ 
ni fired  this  realm,  or  to  lie  tranf- 
ported  to  fuch  place  as  fhall  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  his  majeflv  for  the 
transportation  of  offenders,  for  fuch 
term  as  the  court  may  appoint,  not 
exceeding  feven  years.” 

The  duke  of  Bedford  faid  he 
could  not  let  this  claufe  pafs  with¬ 
out  giving  it  his  mod  decided  op¬ 
position.  He  looked  upon  it  as  a 
daring  attack  and  flagitious  outrage 
on  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeCl,  and 
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felt  as  a  man  that  might  incur  the 
penalty  in  making  this  declaration. 
His  grace  adverted  to  fome  words 
which  had  fallen  from  the  bifliop 
of  Rocbefter  relative  to  publica¬ 
tions  on  the  fubjeft  of  parliamenta¬ 
ry  reform.  The  learned  prelate,  in 
reply,  obferved  that  common  fpe- 
culative  and  philofophical  difquifi- 
tions  might  be  fiill  written  and  pub- 
liflied,  though  he  always  thought 
they  did  more  harm  than  good  ;  for 
the  bill  was  merely  dircdfed  again  ft 
thofe  idle  and  feditious  public  meet¬ 
ings  for  the  difcuffion  of  the  laws, 
where  the  people  were  not  compe¬ 
tent  to  decide  upon  them.  In  faff, 
he  did  not  know  what  the  mafs  tf 
the  people  in  any  country  had  to  do  with 
the  hews  but  to  obey  them. 

The  earl  of  Lauderdale  and  the 
duke  of  Bedford  exprefied  theirab- 
horrence  of  the  afiertion  of  the 
noble  prelate  ;  and  the  former  ob¬ 
ferved,  that  if  he  had  been  in 
Turkey,  and  heard  fuch  a  declara¬ 
tion  from  the  mouth  of  a  mufti ,  he 
fhould  have  attributed  it  to  his  igno¬ 
rance  ;  but  to  hear  it  from  a  Britifh 
prelate,  filled  him  with  ado ni fit¬ 
ment  and  indignation. 

The  houfe  divided  on  the  claufe, 
Contents  —  45 

I\ot  contents  3 

After  a  fhort  converfation,  the 
houfe  was  refumed,  and  notice  given 
that  the  report  of  the  committee 
would  be  received  the  next  clay. 

On  the  1 2th  of  November,  upon 
reading  the  report  of  the  committee 
upon  the  treafon  and  fedition  bill, 
the  duke  of  Leeds  renewed  his  mo¬ 
tion  of  amendment  for  correcting 
the  words,  “  the  eftablifhed  go¬ 
vernment  and  confiitution  of  this 
realm,’’  which  were  fo  equivocal 
and  indefinite,  that  no  certainty 
could  be  obtained  as  to  the  true 
meaning.  At  therequeft,  however, 
of  the  lord  chancellor,  his  grace  a- 
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o-reed  to  defer  his  motion  till  thd 
third  reading. 

On  the  following  day,  upon  the 
third  reading  of  this  bill,  the  earl 
of  Lauderdale  obferved,  that  if  the 
bill  about  to  be  paffed  was  adequate 
to  fupprefs  fedition  in  a  country 
where  a  difpofition  to  overturn  the 
laws  was  faicl  to  have  appeared,  it 
Would  furely  be  fufficient  where  a 
very  oppofite  fpirit  prevailed.  He 
could  not  think  it  poffible  that 
ftronger  penalties  were  neceffary  to 
fupprefs  fedition  in  a  Scotchman 
than  in  an  Englifhman.  He  there¬ 
fore  propofed  that  the  following 
claufe  fhould  be  added  to  the  bill : 

Provided  alfo,  and  be  it  enact¬ 
ed,  that  this  aft  fhall  extend  to  that 
part  of  Great  Britain  Called  Scot¬ 
land,  and  that  no  profecution  fliall 
be  there  inftituted  by  indictment  at 
common  law,  or  otherwife,  for  any 
offence  within  the  provifions  pf  this 
aft,  otherwife  than  under  this  aft.” 

Lord  Mansfield,  and  others  of  the 
court  lords,  oppofed  this  amend¬ 
ment  of  the  earl,  of  Lauderdale  ; 
and  it  was  at  length  negatived 
without  a  divifion. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  then  rofe 
to  make  his  final  declaration  againfir 
the  bill.  He  faid  he  felt  fo  great 
a  depreffion  of  fpirits,  and  found 
himfelf  fo  overwhelmed  with  anxi¬ 
ety  of  mind,  when  he  contemplated 
the  bill  then  before  the  houfe,  that 
he  was  compelled  by  thofe  fenfa- 
tions  to  oppofe  it  through  all,its;. 
ftage.s,  and  would  endeavour,  by 
one  other  effort,  to  imprefs  their 
lordfhips  with  the  fentiments  he 
entertained  on  the  fubjeft.  His- 
grace  contended  that  this  meafure 
was  not  merely  an  extenfion  of  the 
criminal  law,  but  a  flab"  to  the  con¬ 
fiitution,  and  an  attempt  to  firike 
at  the  foundation  of  the  liberties' 
of  Englifhmen.  He  faid  it  "was 
common  for  fome  noble  lords  to? 
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go  to  France  for  their  examples : 
nor  would  he  there  decline  to  meet 
them.  He  allowed  the  French  re¬ 
volution  to  be  both  calamitous  and 
fanguinary;  but  it  was  not  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  harangues  of  held 
preachers,  or  the  difcuftions  of 
political  clubs:  it  was  effected  by 
the  profligate  manners  of  a  licen¬ 
tious  court,  which  fandlioned  by 
its  example,  and  extended  by  its 
influence,  a  contempt  of  morals 
and  of  decency;  a  corrupt  and  un¬ 
principled  fucCeffion  of  minifters, 
who  involved  the  nation  in  unjuft  “ 
and  unneceffary  wars — who  fquan- 
dered  the  refources,  and  irretriev-* 
ably  ruined  the  finances  of  a  flou- 
rifhing  nation — who  ftretche4  the 
feverity  of  the  law  beyond  the  fuf- 
ferance  of  human  nature.  It  was 
by  thefe  caufes,  that  the  old  go¬ 
vernment  of  France  forfeited  the 
attachment  and  loft  the  lupport  of 
the  people. 

In  this  country,  he  faid,  the  per- 
fonal  virtues  of  the  monarch  con- 
ftituted  a  marked  difference :  the 
amiable  character  of  the  king  might 
banifh  the  licentious  immorality  of 
a  French  court;  but  in  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  cabinet,  and-the  mea- 
fures  of  corrupt  and  wicked  mi¬ 
nifters  (for  corrupt  he  was  war¬ 
ranted  to  call  them,  in  confequence 
of  their  profufe  and  lavifh  grants 
of  public  money)  would  be  found 
the  conduct  that  contributed  to  the 
fall  of  the  French  monarchy:  a 
war  undertaken,  and  obflinately 
profecuted,  without  a  regard  to  the 
intereft  or  the  wifhes  of  the  people 
of  this  country;  new  places  Cre¬ 
ated,  and  rewards  bellowed  upon 
the  partizans  of  their  corrupt  fyf- 
tem. 

Before  he  concluded,  the  duke 
obferved,  that  if  the  laws  in  ex- 
iftence  were  adequate  to  the/pu- 
nifhment  of*  fedition,  and  the  fup- 
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predion  of  illegal  meetings,  mini¬ 
fters  were  culpable  for  not  employ¬ 
ing  the  means  furnifhed  by  the  con- 
ftitution  for  its  protection,  and 
could  not  plead  neceflity  for  the 
introduction  and  enaCtment  of  a 
law  which  would  inevitably  over¬ 
throw  the  deareft  privileges  of  the 
people  of  England. 

Lord  Grenville  contended  for  the 
neceflity  of  the  bill  in  queftion,  and 
repeated  nearly  the  fame  arguments 
which  he  had  ufedupon  introducing 
the  bid  into  the  houfe.  He  urged, 
that  it  did  not  create  or  conftitute 
any  new  treafons ;  it  only  altered  the 
punifhment  applied  to  both  under 
the  exifting  laws.  RefpeCting  the 
old  government  of  France,  to 
which  the  duke  of  Bedford  had  al¬ 
luded,  he  agreed  with  him.  The 
manners  of  the  court  were  diffo- 
lute,  and  its  conduCt  imprudent, 
and  the  beginning  of  the  revo¬ 
lution  was  regarded  in  a  favour¬ 
able  point  of  view  by  the  people  of 
this  country,  as  it  afforded  a  pro- 
fpeCl  of  encreafing  the  felicity  of  a 
great  nation.  But  what  brought 
on  all  the  plunders,  aflaflinations, 
blood,  and  horror,  which  defolated 
France,  was  the  fyftem  of  princi¬ 
ples  maintained  by  clubs  and  pub¬ 
lic  meetings.  Political  aftemblies, 
it  was  well  known,  had  been  held 
in  England,  which  openly  profefled 
to  imitate  the  clubs  in  France. 
Thefe  clubs  and  focieties  proceed¬ 
ed  on  the  rights  of  man/  as  they 
were  called ;  rights,  which,  as  they 
explained  them,  w^re  incompatible 
with  the  exiftence  of  law,  order, 
religion,  or  morality. 

The  earl  of  Lauderdale,  in  a 
fpeech  of  considerable  ability,  con¬ 
tended,  that,  though  minifters  pre¬ 
tended  that  the  fafety  of  the  king's 
perfou  had  induced  them  to  offer 
the  bill  to  their  lord  Blips,  vet  on 
the  day  he  received  the  outrageous 
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infult  in  going  to  the  houfe,  thofe 
fame  minifters  Differed  him  to  re¬ 
turn  without  additional  guards,  or 
any  precaution  whatever  to  prevent 
a  repetition  of  the  infult.  The 
real  motive  of  minifters  in  bringing 
forward  this  meafure,  was  to  en* 
creafe  their  own  power,  and  con¬ 
ceal,  if  poffible,  the  fhame  and  con- 
fufton  which  they  had  brought 
upon  thpmfelves  by  the  madnefs 
with  which  they  had  profecuted 
the  war.  They  knew,  that,  unlefs 
they  could  prevent  the  people  from 
meeting  and  uttering  their  com¬ 
plaints,  their  own  difgrace  would 
follow  :  and  therefore,  under  the 
pretext  of  providing  for  the  fafety 
of  the  fovereign,  they  were  en¬ 
deavouring  to  provide  for  their 
own.  The  earl  of  Lauderdale 
concurred  in  rnoft  of  the  arguments 
made  ufe  of  by  the  duke  of  Bed¬ 
ford,  and  added  fome  juft  animad- 
verftons  upon  the  unconftitutional 
expreffion  which  had  a  few  days 
before  fallen  from  the  biftiop  of 
Rochefter,  namely,  that  u  the  peo¬ 
ple  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  laws 
but  to  obey  them.’*  With  refpecft 
to  what  had  been  urged  by  lord 
Grenville  in  defence  of  the  bill,  he 
obferved,  that  as  to  the  free  dif- 
cuffion  of  parliamentary  proceed¬ 
ings,  there  never  was  a  common 
turnpike  bill  brought  into  parlia¬ 
ment,  without  being  di  feu  fled  in 
fome  meeting,  more  or  lefs  nume¬ 
rous,  according  to  its  importance. 
If  the  privilege  of  political  dif- 
,  cuffion  be  allowed  on  trivial  and 
partial  concerns,  fureiy  it  ought 
to  be  permitted  on  fubjefts  of  im¬ 
portance  and  general  intereft.  He 
obferved,  that  minifters  had  once 
exerted  themfelves,  through  the 
medium  of  the  courts,  to  try  how 
far  the  law  of  treafon  would  go. 
Their  malice,  however,  was  difap- 
.  pointed  by  their  ignorance ;  and 


hecaufe  they  could  not  bring 
wi flies  to-  meet  the  law,  they  now 
came  forward  to  make  the  law 
meet  their  wifhes.  He  concluded 
with  declaring,  that  he  hoped  that 
the  fpirit  of  the  people  would  ftiew 
itfelf  thrdugh  every  part  of  the 
nation,  becaufe  he  was  perfuaded 
that  nothing;  elfe  would  fave  the 
nation  from  ruin. 

The  earl  of  Abingdon  oppofed 
the  bill  in  a  defultory  and  ec¬ 
centric  manner:  he  alluded  to 
what  had  been  faid  of  the  earl 
of  Clarendon  by  the  earl  of  Mans¬ 
field  and  lord  Grenville  on  a  former 
night,  and  faid  that  lord  Claren¬ 
don  was  a  very  fuperftitious  per- 
fon,  and  believed  in  ghofts;  and 
as  a  proof  to  his  afiertion,  he  took 
a  book  from  his  pocket,  and  quoted 
feveral  paflages. 

Upon  the  queftion  being  put, 
that  the  bill  do  pafs,  the  houfe  di¬ 
vided.  Contents,  66  ;  non-con¬ 
tents,  7. 

A  proteft  againft  the  palling  of 
this  bill  was  entered  and  figned 
Bedford,  Derby,  and  Lauderdale. 

While  the  bills  were  thus  warm¬ 
ly  difeuflfed  in  both  houfes  of  par¬ 
liament,  the  oppofition  without 
doors  was  the  moft  fteady  and  fyfte- 
matit  that  perhaps  was  ever  mani- 
fefted  to  any  public  meafure  ;  and, 
if  we  confider  the  irnmenfe  force 
of  influence  which  was  wielded  at 
this  period  by  the  minifter,  and 
which  was  ftrenuoufty  employed  in 
fupport  of  this  favourite  fyftem, 
we  ought  rather  to  wonder  at  the 

u 

fpirit  and  magnanimity  which  was 
difplayed  by  the  people,  than  to  be 
furprifed  at  the  efforts  which  the 
pdrtizans  of  adminiftration  were 
enabled  to  make  in  their  favour. 

1  On  the  nth  of  November,  the 
Whig  Club  of  England  met  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  tavern,  his 
grace  the  duke  of  Bedford  in  the 
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chair.  They  refolved,  “  that  they 
would  give  every  aid  to  the  civil 
magiftrate,  in  detecting  and  bring¬ 
ing  to  punifhment  the  perfons  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  daring  attack  made 
upon  his  majefty  in  his  p adage  to 
parliament  on  the  fir  ft  day  of  the 
ieffion  :  that,  lamenting  as  they  did 
this  nefarious  aft,  they  favv  with  the 
utmoft  concern  that  it  had  been 
ufed  as  a  pretext  for  introducing 
into  parliament  a  bill  finking  at  the 
liberty  of  the  prefs,  and  the  free¬ 
dom  of  public  difcufiion  ;  in  fub- 
ftance  and  efreft,  deftroying  the 
right  of  the  fubjeft  to  petition  the 
branches  of  the  legiflature  for  re- 
drefs  of  grievances,  and  utterly  fub- 
verfive  of  the  genuine  principles  of 
the  conftitution,  and  for  prcpoftng 
another  meafure  calculated-  to  pro¬ 
duce  frmilar  effefts,  by  means  f t i i  1 
more  exceptionable.— That  it  was 
highly  expedient,  that  meetings. of 
the  people  in  their  refpedlive  di~ 
Uriels  fhouid  be  immediately  called 
to  confider  this  important  fubjedl, 
and  for  the  purpofe  of  petitioning 
parliament  againfl  the  faid  bill,  or 
any  other  meafure  which  might 
tend  to  infringe  the  juft  rights  of 
the  people  of  Great  Britain.” 

This  meeting  was  uncommonly 
ftrong.  All  the  members  of  both 
houfes  of  parliament  belonging  to 
the  club  were  prefent,  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  near  fifty  lords  and  members 
of  the  houfe  of  commons. 

The  members  of  the  Correfpond- 
ing  Society  (which  had  afforded  the 
unfortunate  excufe  for  thefe  pro¬ 
ceedings),  and  others  of  the  popu¬ 
lace,  aftembled  on  the  12th  of  No¬ 
vember  in  a  field  near  Copenhagen 
houfe.  The  infinuations  of  the 
minifter,  as  implicating  the  fociety 
in  the  attack  on  his  majefty,  were 
indignantly  repelled,  and  fatisfac- 
tori'ly  refuted.  An  addrefs,  remon- 
ftrance,  and  petition  to  his  majefty, 
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was  propofed,  ftating  in  ftrong 
terms  th£  negledl  with  which  their 
former  petitions  had  been  treated, 
and  imploring  his  majefty  to  exert 
his  royal  authority  to  maintain  and 
preferve  inviolate  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  his  fubjefts,  then  about 
to  be  invaded  by  the  two  bills  im¬ 
pending  in  parliament. ,  A  petition 
to  the  lords  fpi ritual  and  temporal, 
nearly  to  the  fame  purport,  was 
alfo  read,  and  laftly,  one  to  the 
commons  of  Great  Britain,  ftating 
it  to  be  the  petition  of  nearly  four 
hundred  thoufand  Britons,  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  London  and  its  environs, 
aftembled  together  in  the  open  air, 
to  exprefs  their  free  fentiments,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  tenure  of  the  bill 
of  rights,  on  the  fubjeft  of  the 
threatened  invafion  of  their  confri- 
tutional  liberties.  Thefe  petitions 
being  unanimoufly  agreed  to,  the 
meeting  concluded  and  difperfed 
with  the  moft  perfect  order  and 
decorum. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  aftbei- 
ation  againft  republicans  and  level¬ 
lers,  well  known  by  the  appellation 
of  Mr.  Reeves’s  Society,  met  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor,  and  agreed  to 
an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  highly 
approving  of  the  meafures  that  had 
then  been  taken,  and  of  the  two 
bills  impending  in  parliament. 
The  example  of  the  Whig  Club  was 
immediately  followed  by  the  livery 
of  London,  the  electors  of  Weft- 
minfter,  the  freeholders  of  Middle* 
fex ;  and  by  feveral  counties,  and 
bv  almoft  every  confiderable  town 
in  the  kingdom  :  wherever  a  meet¬ 
ing  was  publicly  called,  the  decifioa 
was  almoft  unanimous.  On  the 
contrary,  counter-petitions  were  in 
feveral  places  clandeftinely  handed 
about,  and  figned  by  the  immediate 
dependants  of  rriinifters,  by  the 
officers  of  the  cuftoms  and  excife, 
the  military,  and  even  by  fchool- 
C  a  boys ; 
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boys  •  for  it  is  a  notorious  faft,  that 
thefe  pfeudo-petitions  were  intro¬ 
duced  into. many  academies,  and 
the  fignatures  of  children  not  eleven 
years  of  age  folicited,  and  in  feme 
inftances  compelled.  The  utrnoft 
exertions  of  minifters  could,  how¬ 
ever,  only  procure  64  petitions 
(including  thofe  from  military  bo¬ 
dies),  which,  with  the  utmoft  lati¬ 
tude  of  conftruftion,  could  be  in¬ 
terpreted  into  an  approbation  of 
their  bills  ;  while  the  petitions  de¬ 
cidedly  in  oppofition  to  them  a- 
mounted  to  the  number  of  nine¬ 
ty-four  :  the  number  of  figna¬ 
tures  to  the  latter  were  alfo  1 3 1,284, 
while  thofe  affixed  to  the  former, 
including  foldiers,  excifemen,  and 
fchool-boys,  did  not  exceed  29,922. 

The  minifler  was,  however,  not 
checked  in  his  headlong  career  by 
the  voice  of  the  people  :  and  a  con¬ 
fiding  majority  in  both  houfes  of 
parliament  went  cheerfully  through 
their  labour  of  dilapidating  that 
fabric  cemented  by  the  blood  of 
their  anceftors.  A  meffiige  from 
the  lords  informed  the  houfe  of 
commons  on  the  16th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  that  their  lord  Hi  ips  had  paffed 
an  aft  for  the  fafety  and  preferva- 
tion  of  his  majefty  from  treafonable 
afts,  and  delired  the  concurrence 
of  the  commons  in  the  fame.  The 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  after 
other  bufinefs,  moved,  that  “  this 
aft  be  read  a  fir  ft  time.” 

This  motion  was  carried  by  170 
again  ft  26. 

Upon  the  motion  for  a  fecond 
reading  of  the  bill,  the  houfe  again 
divided.  Ayes  i£i,  Noes  25. 

Lord  Eardley  remarked, upon  this 
©ccafion,  on  the  impropriety  of  a 
public  meeting  havmg  been  held  by 
fome  of  the  oppofition  on  Sunday, 
011  the  fubjeft  of  the  bills  then 
pending  in  parliament,  and  ob- 
ferved,  that,  in  this  as  well  as  in 


other  refpefts,  he  was  forry  to  fee 
too  great  a  refemblance  to  French 
principles. 

Mr.  Sheridan  obferved  that  he 
was  by  no  means  a  perfon  who  was 
apt  to  fail  in  refpeft  for  the  faith  or 
profeflion  of  his  country.  The  cafe 
was  urgent ;  the  objeft  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  was  to  prepare  a  hand-bill  in 
order  to  difeourage  riot. 

Mr.  Grey,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Lamb* 
ton,  and  Mr.  Sheridab,  oppofed  the 
bill,  on  the  ground  of  wifhing  to 
bring  on  firft  the  motion  for  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  inquire  into  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  late  attack  on  his 
majefty.  Several  minifterial  mem¬ 
bers  urged  the  indecency  of  oppof- 
ing  in  the  firft  ftage  a  bill  for  the 
further  fecurity  of  his  majefty ’s 
perfon,  whofe  life  had  been  lately 
fo  much  in  danger, — a  bill,  which 
was  alfo  recommended  to  them  by 
the  houfe  of  lords.  In  reply  to 
thefe  obfervations,  Mr.  Sheridan 
remarked,  that,  if  fuch  a  neceffity 
did  exift  as  juftified  the  bill  in 
queftion,  then  proof  of  that  necef¬ 
fity  was  attainable,  and  ought  to  be 
given  ;  for  his  part,  he  had  heard  of 
no  fatisfaftory  proof  for  recurring 
to  fo  violent  a  meafure.  Proofs 
were  abfolutely  neceffary ;  and  mi¬ 
ni  Iters  were  bound  to  furnifli  them, 
as  the  onus  prohandi  clearly  lay  with 
them.  Before  the  fufpenfion  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  aft,  minifters 
had  condefcended  to  aft  with  fome 
little  decency — with  fome  delibe¬ 
ration — and  had  accordingly  moved 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
of  inquiry,  upon  the  report  of 
which  committee  they  afterwards 
proceeded.  If  the  report  were  ne- 
ceftary  then,  it  was  more  indifpen- 
fable  at  prefent :  feyrupon  whatpof- 
fible  principle,  faid  Mr.  Sheridan, 
could  minifters  Call  upon  that 
houfe,  to  aftent  to  the  ftrong  mea- 
fures  which  were  then  offered  for 
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eemftderation,  unlefs  they  eftablifh- 
ed  an  abfolute  neceffity  for  fuch 
meafures,  and  confirmed  it  by  evi¬ 
dence  ?  He  would  not  hoop  to  the 
proclamation  as  a  proof,  for  he  con- 
fidered  that  proclamation  as  the  de¬ 
claration  of  the  minifter.  There 
was  then  no  authority  for  confent- 
ing  to  this  bill.  He  was  inclined 
to  think,  that  the  prefent  alarm  had 
been  created folely  by  mini/ers ,  for  the 
atcomplifhment  of  their  corrupt 
pufpofes  of  libelling  the  country, 
as  they  had  formerly  done.  He 
remembered,  in  the  late  trials  for 
treafon,  that  he  had  the  moll  clear 
and  diftinft  proof,  that  the  whole  of 
the  atrocious  a£ls  laid  to  the  charge  of 
the  prifoners ,  originated  with  the  in - 
formers ,  reporters ,  and  /pies ,  employ¬ 
ed  on  that  occafion.  Having  had 
fome  doubts  as  to  the  exiftence  of 
the  pretended  confpiraci.es,  he  was, 
refolved  to  fee  fair  play;  and  he 
pmy  difeharged  his  duty  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  parliament,  and  one  of  the 
guardians  of  the  public  welfare,  in 
attending  fome  of  thofe  trials. 
About  the  fame  time,  intelligence 
was  received  of  a  .third  plot,  whim- 
fically  denominated  the  pop-gun 
plot,  which  had  been  inveftigated 
by  government,  and  in  fome  degree 
confirmed  by  their  proceedings. 
This  plot  was  publifhed  with  every 
dreadful  particular,  and  with  ex- 
aggerated  comments,  in  all  the  mi- 
nifteriai  papers.  At  length,  this 
plot  turned  out  to  be  fomething 
about  a  contrivance  to  afiaftinate 
the  king  at  ope  of  the  theatres,  with 
a  /range  inftrument  which  was  never 
found ,  and  by  men  who  were  after¬ 
wards  releafed.  Mr.  Sheridan  next 
alluded  to  ah  affertion  made  fome 
days  before  by  Mr.  Canning,  that 
the  doftrine  of  king-killing  had 
been  preached  at  Copenhagen- 
houfe.  “Now,”  faid  Mr.  Sheri- 
d^n?  if  fuch  dodrines  had  been 
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preached,  profecutions  muff  have 
been  commenced,  or  elfe  there  muff 
have  been  great  negled  in  the  ma- 
giftrates  and  the  executive  govern¬ 
ment,  and  confequently  we  are  au- 
thorifed  to  difbelieve  it.”  He  then 
took  notice  of  the  immenfe  meet¬ 
ing  which  had  taken  place  a  few 
davs  before  in  the  city  of  Weft- 
minfter,  for  the  purpofe  or  peti¬ 
tioning  againft  the  two  bills  then 
before  parliament;  if  this  meeting, 
he  obferved,  had  been  held  before 
the  meeting  of  parliament,  he 
fhould  not  have  been  furprifed  if  it 
had  been  ufed  as  an  argument  for 
the  neceffity  of  this  bill.  He  cori* 
eluded  by  moving, 

“  That  a  committee  be  appoint¬ 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  exiftence  and 
extent  of  the  danger  of  feditious 
meetings,  as  referred  to  in  his 
majefty’s  proclamation,  and  laid 
before  the  houfe  by  his  majefty’s 
minifter,  on  the  fourth  of  Novem¬ 
ber.” 

Mr.  Powvs  contended,  that  the 
houfe  had  no  need  of  fpecific  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  treafonable  defigns  of 
the  meetings ;  the  notoriety  alone 
was  enough  to  juftify  the  legiflature 
of  the  country  in  reforting  to  ftrong 
and  decided  regulations,  to  prevent 
the  dangerous  confequences  of  fuch 
inflammatory  afiemblies  as  thofe  of 
the  Correfponding  Society  ufually 
were.  He  alluded  to  a  publication 
which  had  been  handed  about  at 
one  of  the  late  meetings  held  in  the 
fields  near  London,  to  which  ther 
name  of  Citizen  Lee  was  annexed 
as  printer,  and  urged  this  circum^ 
fiance  as  a  proof  of  the  connexion 
between  the  doctrines  preached  at 
them,  and  the  outrage  committed 
upon  the  perfon  of  his  rrjajefty  on 
the  firft  dav  of  the  feffion.  He 
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faid,  there  was  nothing  brought  to 
difprove  the  defigns  of  the  focie- 
ties ;  the  cafe  was  this;  their  guilt 
C  3  was 
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was  of  fuch  a  defcription,  that  it 
did  not  go  fo  far  as  to  fubject  the 
offenders  to  capital  punifhment,  as. 
in  cafes  of  treafon.  Since,  then, 
there  was  no  exifting  law  topuiiifli 
their  feditious  practices,  it  became 
neceffary  to  the  prefervation  of  the 
country,  and  the  fafety  of  the  go¬ 
vernment,  that  a  new  law  fhouid 
be  made  to1  flop  them.  He  con¬ 
tended,  that  the  leaders  of  thofe 
meetings  aimed  at  more  than  a 
parliamentary  reform  ;  they  wifhed 
to  overturn  the  governmenr  of  the 
country':  as  a  fign  of  this,  they 
held  out  the  French  fyftem  as  a 
model  of  imitation  to  England. 
Their  proceedings  in  Scotland,  and 
their  debates  at  Chalk  Farm,  fulfi- 
ciently  juftified  this  charge. 

Mr.  Jekyl,  on  the  contrary,  urged 
the  cafe  of  He  notorious  Titus  Oates, 
when  the  rninifters  of  Charles  thefe- 
cond,  for  their  own  purpofes ,  had  en¬ 
couraged,  or  had  framed,  fimilar  ma¬ 
chinations  to  thofe  of  the  prefect 
administration.  That  the  fuppofed 
plots  were  really  the  production  of 
miniflers  them  f elves,  was  confirmed 
by  the  fupinenefs  of  the  attorney- 
general,  by  whom  no  profecution 
was  in.flituted,  nor  feemed  to  be  de¬ 
signed.  Such  were  the  pretences 
on  which  the  houfe  were  required 
to  pafs  the  two  bills,  one  of  which 
affafiinated  the  bed  privileges  of 
the  constitution  ;  the  other  “gagged 
the  mouths  of  Britifh  Subjects.” 
He  concluded  with  urging  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  profecuting an  inquiry  into 
the  extent  of  the  danger  of  feditious 
meetings. 

|  Mr.  Curwen,  Mr  Fox.  and  Mr. 
Sheridan,  urged  alfo  the  necefiity 
of  going  into  an  enquiry,  and  con¬ 
tended  that  the  laws  of  this  country 
were  amply  fufficient  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fuppreffing  criminal  at¬ 
tempts  on  the  conftitution  ;  and  if 
they  were  not  'properly  executed, 


it  arofe  from  the  fecret  views  of 
rninifters  themfelves.  The  country 
was  then  worn  down  by  calamity 
and'  diftrefs,  and  experienced  the 
bitter  fruits  of  that  confidence 
which  had  been  fo  liberally  and 
fo  unwisely  repofed  in  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer.  They  in¬ 
filled  upon  having  evidence  before 
them  on  the  prefent  occafion  ;  they 
would  not  trull  the  minister’s  re-  / 
prefentations  :  his  conduct  dif- 
played  a  uniform  fyftem  of  delufion 
and  impofture.  They  obferved, 
that,  at  the  opening  of  the  felfion, 
rninifters  extolled  the  peaceable  and 
loyal  temper  of  the  people,  the 
overthrow  of  French  principles, 
which  the  war  had  effedted,  and 
afterwards  came  to  propofe  laws  for 
the  fupprelfion  of  turbulence  and 
fedition,  the  neceffity  of  which  laws 
they  defended  upon  events  which 
happened  prior  to  that  period.  Mr. 
Fox  obferved,  that,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  feiTion,  he  had  congratulated 
himfelf,  when  he  heard  his  majefty 
talk  of  the  fpirit  of  order  and  fub- 
miftion  to  the  law’s,  which,  with  a 
very  few  exceptions,  had  difeovered 
itfeif  among  his  faithful  fubjedls. 
Coupling  this  declaration  with  the 
condudt  of  rninifters,  in  allowing 
the  fu  fpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
to  drop,  he  had  flattered  himfelf 
that  rninifters  had  renounced  the 
opinion,  that  the  evil  to  be  dreaded 
from  pertain  principles  umuld  be 
diminished  by  vigorous  judicial  pro¬ 
ceedings,  and  the  profecution  of  the 
war  wuth  France.  He  did  not,  for 
his  own  part,  think  that  the  evil 
xv as  in  any  degree  diminiflied.  Mr. 
Fox  then  made  fome  observations 
upon  the  different  deferiptions  of 
fpies  employed  by  the  minifler  : 
firft,  there  were  perfons  who  might 
by  chance  be  privy  to  fome  intel¬ 
ligence,  w/jhich  they  might  deem  it 
eftential  for  the  interefts  or  fafety 
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of  the  {late  to  communicate;  and 
thefe  he  denominated  ufeful  or 
meritorious  fpies.  But  there  were 
others  who  went  certain  lengths  in 
order  to  acquire  information,  and 
made  certain  facrifices;  in  order 
more’  completely  to  get  into  the 
fecrets  of  others  :  thefe  he  reckon¬ 
ed  at  lead  doubtful.  But  there 
were  a  third  fort,  who,  in  order  to 
-ferve  their  own  vile  purpofes,  infi- 
nuated  themfelves  into  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  thofe  whbm  they  wifhed 
to  betray,  not  only  alfedled  a  fimi- 
larity  of  fentiment,  but  even  /purred 
and  goaded  them  on  —  prompted  them 
to  adopt  more  violent  language, 
and  more  reprehenfible  propofi- 
tions,  than  they  would  otherwife 
have  employed.  Of  fuch  charac¬ 
ters,  there  were  no  words  in  the 
Englifh  language  which' could  fuf- 
ficiently  mark  his  detection.  Se¬ 
veral  fpies  of  this  defer!  ption  had 
appeared  at  the  Old  Bailey.  Thefe 
fpies  had  .  been  found  the  moil 
furious  in  their  fentiments,  and 
the  mo  ft  intemperate  in  their  lan¬ 
guage.  They  had  often  been  the 
exaggerated  and  falfifying  report¬ 
ers  of  thofe  proceedings  of  which 
they  themfelves  had  been  the 
prime  movers  and  contrivers.  He 
then  alluded  to  the  trial  of  Mr. 
Walker  of  Manchefter,  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  at  which  were  of  fuch  a 
nature,  that  they  made  his  blood 
run  cold  whenever  he  read  or 
thought  of  them.  Mr.  Walker 
indeed,  was  not  put  in  peril  of  his 
life;  for  it  required  the  oaths  of  two 
witnefles  to  bring  him  to.  condign 
punifhment;  and,  fortunately  for 
(human  nature,  a  fecond  b>unn  was 
not  to  be  found.  Yet,  on  the  oath 
of  this  very  man,  a  gentleman  of 
the  name  of  Paul  bad  for  fame  time 
been  kept  in  prifon.  Though  Mr. 
Walker  was  liberated  upon  the 
^onvifition  of  the  perjury  of  his  ac¬ 
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cufer,  yet  he  received  no  reparation 
from  miniflers,  for  having  been  put 
in  hazard  of  his  character,  his  li- 
bertv,  and  his  fortune.  It  was 
furely  the  duty  of  government  to 
make  amends  to  the  innocent  indi¬ 
vidual,  fubje fifed  to  the  difgrace 
and  hardfhips  of  confinement,  from 
the  negligence  of  miniflers,  or  the 
depravity  of  their  agents.  Mr.  Fox 
Hid,  he  meant  no  perfonal  reflec¬ 
tion,  but  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
faying,  that,  fince  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent 
majefty,  the  freedom  of  the  fubjefit 
had  been  confiderably  diminifhed. 
He  then  proceeded  to  refute  the 
pretext  for  not  going  into  an  in¬ 
quiry,  from  the  fqppofed  urgency 
of  danger.  He  concluded  with  al¬ 
luding  to  a  fpeech  he  had  .that  day 
made  to  a  meeting  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Weffminfter,  confiding  of 
thirty  thousand  people,  where  he 
had  been  heard  with  unanimity  and 
approbation  ;  fo  great  was  the 
change  that  had  taken  place  in  their 
fentiments  finee  the  commencement 
of  the  war. 

The  attorney  general  and  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  urged, 
that  the  motion  made  then  for  an 
inquiry  was  totally  un necefiary,  and 
calculated  to  create  delay.  *  The 
former  was  perfuaded  that"  the  very 
exifcence  of  the  country  was  at 
flake,  and  depended  upon  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  meafures  then  before 
parliament.  lie  then  went  into  a 
vindication  of  himfelf  in  the  prob 
fecution  of  Hardy  and  others  for 
high  treafon  particularly  for  not 
inqififing  them  for  mifdemeanors 
and  feditious  practices — and  declar¬ 
ed  it  as  his  firm  opinion,  that  he 
could  bring  no  other  charge  againft 
the  perfoos  accufed  than  he  had 
brought  !  !  !  more  efpec  tally  as  par¬ 
liament  had  flated  its  proceedings, 
and  had  declared  that  a.  ccmfipiracy 
C  4  had 
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had  a&ually  exifted.  He  vindicat¬ 
ed  both  the  houfe  of  commons,  the 
jury,  and  himfelf,  with  refpedt  to 
the  acquittal  of  the  prifoners.  It 
was  admitted  by  the  grand  jury,  that 
there  was  ground  for  an  accufation 
for  the  crime  of  high  treafon ;  it 
was  therefore  Ills  duty  to  follow  up 
the  indidlment,  and  fubmit  the 
whole  of  the  matter  to  the  jury  for 
their  decifion.  He  next  proceeded 
to  the  bill  then  before  the  houfe  for 
preventing  feditious  afTemblies.  He 
faid,  the  queflion  was,  whether  the 
fituation  of  this  country  was  fuch, 
that  a  lefTer  evil  (hould  be  adopted 
to  prevent  a  greater.  He  allowed 
the  bill  would  extend  the  power  of 
magiftrates ;  but  argued,  that  the 
feditious  meetings  lately  held,  and 
the  inflammatory  fpeeches  made  at 
them,  called  aloud  for  the  meafiires 
about  to  be  adopted  to  prevent  them 
in  future.  He  had  feen  two  hand¬ 
bills,  ctae  entitled,  u  The  Rights 
of  Kings,”  and  the  other,  a  Sum¬ 
mary  of  the  Duties  of  Citi2enfhip,’> 
both  written  for  the  ufe  of  jhe 
members  of  the  Correfponding  So¬ 
ciety.  The  attorney  general  then 
gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  it  was 
impoffible  for  the  laws  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  as  they  then  flood,  effectually 
to  reftrain  the  publication  of  fuch 
libels,  and  prevent  fuch  feditious 
meetings.  He  agreed  that  the  pro- 
pofed  laws  would  in  dome  degree 
reflrain  other  bodies  of  men,  but 
contended  that  falus  populi  fuprema 
lex  eft. 

Sir  Francis  Baffetfpoke  in  favour 
of  the  bill,  and  pointed  out  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  pafling  it  into  a  law. 

The  houfe  at  length  divided .  For 
the  motion,  22  ;  againft  it,  167. 

It  is  difficult,  extremely  difficult, 
to  afiign  one  tolerable  reafon  for 
the  miniftef’s  conduct  in  reflfti  ng 
this  motion  for  inquiry.  The  at¬ 
tack  on  his  majefly  had  been  made 


under  circumftances  which  infome 
perfons  had  excited  fufpicion.  An 
immenfe  reward  offered  for  the  dif- 
covery  of  the  offender*  had  proved 
ineffe&ual;  and  the  minifter,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  debate,  had  been 
publicly  compared  with  the  mirp- 
flers  of  Charles  II.  who  were  known 
and  acknowledged  to  have  fabri¬ 
cated  plots  and  confpiracies  to  pro¬ 
mote  their  own  finifler  defigns.  A 
man  of  fpirit,  in  fuch  circum- 
ffances,  would  have  called  for  inr 
quiry  inftead  of  refilling  it,  as  if 
he  was  afraid  of  truth,  as  if  he 
lliruiikfrom  invefligation.  On  the 
other  hand,  by  having  the  facts  in 
evidence  before  the  houfe,  the  ar¬ 
guments  of  oppofition  mull  have 
been  confined  within  much  more 
limited  boundaries. 'They  muft  have 
acknowledged  the  evil ;  and  they 
could  only  have  deliberated  on  the 
Ample  queflion,  whether  the  pro- 
pofed  remedy  was  fuch  as  ought  to 
be  adopted  confiftently  with  the 
principles  of  the  conffitution.  How 
mortifying  muff  it  have  been  to  a 
minifter  to  hear  his  character  im¬ 
peached  by  the  blackeft  infinua- 
tions,  which,  in  the  record's  of  par¬ 
liament,  mull  defeend  to  pofterity, 
while  a  little  invefligation  would, 
doubt  not,  have  placed  it  in  n 
fair  point  of  view,  and  might 
eventually  even  have  led  to  the 
detection  of  the  atrocious  offend¬ 
er? 

Upon  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
bill  for  the  better  preventing  fedi¬ 
tious  afTemblies  on  the  17th  of  No¬ 
vember,  the  folicitor  general  (fir 
John  Mitford)  arofe  to  explain 
and  to  point  out  the  necefiity  of 
the  bills  pafling  into  a  law.  The 
facred  freedom  of  fpeech,  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  which  was  juftly  reckoned 
fo  diftinguifhed  a  bleffing  of  the 
Britifh  conffitution,  had,  he  faid, 
beep  lliamefully  and  dangeroufly 
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abufed.  The  object  of  the  bill  was 
to  prevent  the  perverfion  of  an  im¬ 
portant  right,  and  to  fuperl'ede  the 
neceffity  of  ftronger  reftriCtions 
upon  it  than  the  bill  was  meant  to 
jmpofe.  Thefecond  part  of  the  bill 
was  intended  to  remedy  the  abufe 
of  debating  in  public  meetings, 
to  prevent  private  intereft  from 
prompting  difcuffions  of  public 
grievances,  and  to  put  a  flop  to 
that  traffic  by  which  an  uncandid 
and  unfair  examination  of  abufes, 
a  turbulent  fpirit  of  difcontent  had 
been  railed  and  encouraged,  to  ferve 
the  peculiar  purpofes  of  individu¬ 
als.  His  opinion  was,  that  the  pro- 
vifions  in  the  bill  “  were  not  fo 
extenfive  in  their  operation  as  they 
ought  to  have  been  and  this  was 
the  only  defeCl  he  could  fee  in  it. 
The  framers  of  the  bill,  however, 
had  been  guided  by  the  bell  of  mo¬ 
tives.  He  argued  flrongly  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  bill,  on  account  of  the 
jhberty  it  allowed  to  call  any  num¬ 
ber  of  the  people  together  to  peti¬ 
tion  for  the  removal  of  grievances, 
or  any  other  legal  purpofe,  only 
with  the  precaution  of  giving  pre¬ 
vious  notice  to  a  magiflrate.  The 
attendance  of  a  juftice  of  the  peace, 
he  contended,  would  rather  aid  and 
fupport  the  difcuffion  of  any  mo¬ 
derate  queflion  than  impede  it ;  be- 
caufe,  without  fuch  attendance,  it 
would  be  ealier  for  any  enemy  to 
the  bufmefs  before  the  people  to 
excite  the  rabble  to  difturb  the 
meeting  and  breed  a  riot,  than  when 
fuch  precaution  was  taken.  How 
then  could  the  bill  be  reprefented 
as  fubverfive  of  the  belt  privileges 
of  the  people  of  England,  or  as 
{tabbing  the  principles  of  the  con- 
flitution  ?  Mr.  folicitor  enlarged  on 
the  great  impropriety  u  of  public 
functionaries  being  paid  by  the  peo¬ 
ple,”  which,  he  faid,  had  produced 
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all  the  anarchy  in  France,  and  was 
a  principle  which  the  Briti/h  confu¬ 
tation  had  long  abandoned.  Fie  laid 
it  down  as  a  maxim,  that  all  revo¬ 
lutions  were  effected  by  minorities ; 
and  that  the^aCtive  perfevering  fpi¬ 
rit  of  a  few  would  always  triumph 
over  the  peaceable  difpofition  of 
the  many.  After  enlarging  on  the 
delinquency  of  Mr.  Yorke,  and  all 
his  uiual  topics,  he  concluded  a 
fpeech  of  conhderable  length  by 
afferting,  that  the  exifting  laws 
were  undeniably  defective,  as  they 
did  not  reach  the  focieties  from 
which  the  evil  originated;  he  there¬ 
fore  fupported  the  fecond  reading. 

Mr.  Erlkine,  in  the  beginning  of 
his  lpeech,  referred  particularly  to 
what  had  juft  been  advanced  by 
the  folicitor  general,  who  had  af- 
ferted  that  the  prefent  bill  was 
ffriCtly  confonantto  the  principles 
of  the  conftitution.  An  aCt  of  this 
defcription,  laid  Mr.  Erfkine,  was 
never  thought  of  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  Second,  after  the  horrors 
and  confufion  of  the  former  reion  r 
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fuch  an  aCt  was  never  attempted  in 
the  reign  of  king  William,  when  the 
government  was  newly  eftablifh- 
ed,  during  a  difputed  fucceffion, 
or  in  the  two  rebellions  that  raged 
in  the  fubfequent  reigns  ;  it  was  an 
aCt  which  even  the  prefent  minifhy 
never  thought  of  palling,  when 
they  fufpended  that  grand  palladium 
of  Englilh  liberty,  the  Habeas  Cor¬ 
pus  aCt ;  nor  when  they  had  the  re¬ 
ports  of  committees,  Eating  the 
exiftence  of  treafonable  plots,  upon 
their  table.  The  learned  folicitor, 
he  faid,  defended  the  neceffity  of 
palling  the  prefent  bill  without  any 
frelh  reafons  or  new  plots  ;  inftead 
of  adducing  new  evidence,  he  had 
trodden  again  the  dull  track  that  he 
had  trodden  fo  frequently  before, 
and  had  travelled  back  again  to  the 

meeting 


meeting  that  had  been  held  near 
Sheffield,  in  which  Mr.  Yorke,  it 
had  been  aflerted,  made  a  fpeech 
highly  feditions.  In  contradiction 
to  the  afljertion  of  the  folicitor  ge¬ 
neral,  that  the  right  of  the  fubjed 
to  petition  the  king  was  not  taken 
away  by  the  propofed  bill,  Mr. 
Erfkine  faid  he  would  maintain  po¬ 
sitively  and  difidndly,  that  the  bill, 
if  i?  could  be  reduced  to  practice, 
would  absolutely  deltrov  the  right 
of  the  fubjed  to  petition.  It  was 
a  maxim  in  law,  when  any  thing 
was  prohibited  by  law,  the  means 
by  which  Such  tiling  might  be  done 
were  alfo  prohibited.  According 
to,  the  enaCImeiits  of  the  bill,  no 
fubjeCt  was  to  be  difficile d  which 
the  magistrates  did  not  approve  of; 
thus  thofe  magistrates  u  who  were 
appointed  by,  and  removable  at, 
the  will  of  the  crown  (fuch  as  fhe- 
rhfs,  &C;-)  were- to  be  judges  of  the 
nature  of  the  petitions  of  ' the  peo¬ 
ple,”  The  magistrates,  who  repre¬ 
sented  his  majeSly,  he  contended, 
would  therefore  never  permit  the 
people  to  meet  for  the  purpofe  of 
petitioning  again-fit  a  meafure  of  high 
prerogative,  or  in  any  cafe  where 
the  king  might  be  fuppo fed  not  to 
can  fin  It  the  happinefs  of  the  people. 
He  would  fay  again  and  again,  that 
“  it  was  the 'right  of  the  people  to 
refill  that  government  which  exer- 
cufed  tyranny. It  had  been  faid 
that  bold  language  had  been  held  at 
public  Meetings;  k  was  certainly 
bold  to  fay  that  the  people  had  a 
light  to  refill,  and  that  they  ought 
to  rife;  but  there  were  Some  occa¬ 
sions  which  rendered  the  boldefl 
lan gi f a  ge  w a rra n t  ab  1  e. 

O  C/ 

With  the  Sanction  of  the  Senti¬ 
ments  of  the  venerable  earl  of  Chat¬ 
ham,  he  would  maintain  that  the 
people  of  England  Should  defend 
their  rights,  if  necefiary,  by  the  la  ft 


extremity  to  which  free  men  could 
refort.  “  For  my  own  part,”  faid 
Mr.  Erfkine,  u  I  Shall  never  ceafe 
to  Struggle  in  fupport  of  liberty.  In 
no  Situation  will  I  defert  the  catife. 
I  was  born  a  free  man,”  continued 
he,  and  folemnly  appealing  to  his 
Creator,  “  I  will  never  die  a 
Slave  1” 

In  the  whole  of  the  late  proceed¬ 
ings  and  events,  he  obferved,  one 
of  the  mol  fatal  circumSlances  had 
been,  that  the  higher  orders  of  the 
people  Separated  themfelves  too 
much  from  the  lower  orders.  This 
had  been  one  of  the  caufes  of  the 
revolution  in  France.  Under  their 
arbitrary  mouarchs,  there  were  li¬ 
terally  but  two  dalles  of  the  peo¬ 
ple;  a  pampered,  profligate,  proud 
nobility,  and  a  low,  miserable,  and 
abj'ed  rabble ;  no  intermediate  clafs, 
no  knowledge,  no  virtue. 

France  had  an  unreformed  church, 
an  unreformed  firate,  a  profligate 
defpotifm,  and  the  mo  St  profound 
fuperftitipn.  He  urged  the  necelfity 
of  preferving  the  British  conftitii"- 
tion  pure,  in  order  to  prevent  a  re¬ 
volution.  Fie  defied  the  whole  pro¬ 
fession  of  the  law  to  prove  that  the 
bill  then  before  the  houfe  was  con¬ 
formant  to  the  principles  of  the  con¬ 
stitution.  The  constitution  was 
abrogated  and  annulled  by  it.  Our 
ancestors  were  content  to  wait  till 
Some  overt  ad  appeared,  which  was 
the  fubjed  of  punishment.  But, 
under  this/  bill,  the  determination 
of  a  magistrate  was  to  interfere  be¬ 
tween  the  people  and  the  aflertion 
of  their  rights,  and  the  complaint 
of  their  grievances.  Depend  upon 
it,  faid  Mr.  Erfkine,  the  people  of 
England  will  not  and  ought  not  to 
Submit. 

Mr.  Erfkine  then,  read  a  para¬ 
graph  from  an  addrefs  to  the  jury  at 
the  Old  Bailey  upon  the  late  trials  for 
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liigh  treafon,  which  {lie wed  that 
no  confpiracy  had  exifted,  and  that 
the  opinion  of  the  judge  had  not 
been  as  reprefented.  The  chief 
juftice  fays — 

u  All  men  may,  nay,  all  men 
muff,  if  they  profefs  the  faculty  of 
thinking,  reafon  upon  every  thing 
which  fufficientiy  interefls  them  to 
become  objects  of  their  attention  ; 
and,  among  the  objects  of  the  at¬ 
tention  of  free  men,  the- principles 
of  government,  the  confutation  of 
particular  governments,  and,  above 
all,  the  conftitution  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  under  which  they  live,  will 
naturally  engage  their  attention  and 
provoke  fpecuiation.  The  power 
of  communication  of  thoughts’  and 
opinions  is  the  gift  of  God  ;  and 
the  freedom  of  it  is  the  fource  of 
all  fcience,  the  firft  fruits  and  the 
ultimate  happinefs  of  fociety;  and 
therefore  it  feems  to  follow,  that 
human  laws  ought  not  to  interpofe, 
nay,  cannot  interpofe,  to  prevent 
the  communication  of  fentimems 
and  opinions  in  voluntary  aflemblies 
of  men.” 

Mr.  Erfkine  next  commented 
upon  the  preamble  and  feveral 
claufes  of  the  bill,  and  contended 
that  it  was  in  the  power  of  any  one 
man,  by  going  to  a  meeting,  and 
fpeaking  a  few  feditious  words, 
whether  appoflte  to  the  fubjedt  or 
not,  to  afford  a  warrantable  reafon 
for  a  jufticejto  diffolve  the  meet¬ 
ing  ;  any  fpy  (and  magiftrates  had 
their  fpies)  with  half  a  crown  in 
his  pocket,  might  go,  and,  by  ut¬ 
tering  feditious  exDreffions,  afford 
his  paymafter  the  power  of  putting 
an  end  to  all  difeuflion,  and  to  the 
meeting!  He  faid  the  law  of  the 
land  was  fully  adequate  to  all  the 
purpofes  of  good  government  with¬ 
out  the  introduction  of  the  preferit 
meafure.  c  In  any  public  meeting, 


when  a  breach  of  the  peace  was 
committed,  a  magiflrate,  by  the 
exifting  law,  was  entitled  to  inter¬ 
fere;  and,  in  his^  fupport,  was  au¬ 
thorized  to  raife  the  pojfc  comitatus , 
if  neceffarv ;  and  alfo,  bv  the  Riot 
AH,  he  had  the  power  of  difperfing 
tumultuous  aflemblies. 

He  then  alluded  to  .Yd)  me  fenti- 
ments  which  were  formerly  uttered 
by  Mr,  Burke  when  fpeaking  of 
the  American  war,  which  he  thought 
peculiarly  applicable  to  the  prefent 
time.  That  great  man  reprefented 
Englifhmeri  as  contending  for  an 
imaginary  power;  44  We  begin,” 
faid  he,  44  to  acquire  the  fpirit  of 
domination,  and  to  dofe  the  relifh 
of  honeji  equality .  The  principles 
of  our  forefathers  become  fufpeH- 
ed  to  us,  becaufe  we  fee  them  ani¬ 
mating  the  prefent  oppofltion  of 
our  children.  The  faults  which 
grow  out  of  the  luxuriance  of  free¬ 
dom  appear  much  more  {hocking 
to  us,  than  thofe  vices  which  are 
generated  from  the  ran'kriefs  of  fer- 
vitude.” 

It  appears  frtfm  hence,  faid  Mr. 
Erfkine,  that  the  word  equality  is 
not  a  word  of  new  coinage,  and 
introduced  into  the  diHionarv  only 

•>  j 

three  years  ago  ;  but  a  word  of  long 
and  ancient  ufage,  and  {lamped 
with  fuch  an  authority  as  that  of 
Mr.  Burke,  It  was  his  opinion, 
that  the  higher  ranks  did  wrong  in 
thus  feceding  from  the  lower.  If 
the  latter  had  fwerved  from  their 
duty,  it  would  be  better  for  the 
former  to  rally  them  round  the 
principles  of  the  conftitution,  and 
lead  them  back  to  their  duty,  than 
thus  to  make,  as  it  were,  a  feparate 
can  fie  againft  them.  Let  thofe 
higher  ranks  recollect  what  mull  be 
the  certain  confequence  of  acontefl 
between  them  and  the  lower  ranks. 
He  contended,  that,  if  the  propofed 
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meafures  were  adopted,  it  would  held.  It  did  not  forbid  voluntary 
indicate  to  France,  that  this  coun-  communication,  but  prohibited  tu- 
try  was  in  a  convulfed  Rate  ;  and  rnultuous  petitioning ;  whereas  the 
as  we  had  expefted  better  terms  bill  then  before  the  houfe  prohi- 
from  them  on  account  of  their  be-  bited  petitioning  upon  grievances 
ing  in  a  convulfed  Rate,  fo  they,  on  which  aftually  exifted.  He  then 
the  lame  ground,  would  be  in-  alluded  to  a  reform  in  parliament, 
duced  to  expeft  better  terms  from  and  obferved  that  the  language  of 
us,  if  they  fuppofed  England  to  be  Mr.  Pitt  once  had  been,  “  that  we 
in  a  Rate  of  confufion.  had  loR  America  by  the  corruption 

“  Good  God  !”  laid  Mr.  Erfkine,  of  an  unreformed  parliament ;  and 
“  becaufe  a  king,  who fe  morals  make  that  we  ihould  never  have  a  wife 
him  dear  to  every  man  in  the  na-  and  honourable  adminijlratio n,  nor  be 
tion,  was  going  down  to  his  parlia-  freed  from  the  evils  of  unnecejfary 
ment  during  a  war  which  had  roar,  nor  the  fatal  effefls  of  the 
Jfnatched  the  bread  from  the  mouths  funding  fyftem ,  till  a  radical  reform 
of  the  poor, — bec.aufe,  in  the  crowd  was  obtained.”  But  the  fame  right 
that  furrounded  him,  there  was  one  honourable  gentleman  was  then  at- 
man,  mifcreant  enough  to  offer  an  tempting  to  brand  with  the  imputa- 
outrage  to  that  king,  for  which  aft  tion  of  /edition  all  who  employed 
he  might  be  punifhed  by  the  Ratute  the  fame  language  ’which  he  himfelf 
of  Edward  the  Third,  —  are  the  had.  once  held,  or  who  expreffed 
whole  people  of  England,  on  that  their  difcontent  at  the  fatal  meafures 
account,  for  the  crime  of  one  man,  which  in  that  fpeech  he  had  him- 
to  be  deprived  of  their  moft  valu-  felf  predicted, 
able  rights  and  privileges?”  Mr.  AnRruther  rofe,  and  replied 

The  learned  advocate  then  went  to  feveral  arguments  made  ufe  of 
into  a,  legal  argument,  to  prove  that  by  Mr.  Erfkine,  and  ran  over  nearly 
the  offences  re-capitulated  in  the  the  fame  ground  of  reafoning  as  the 
prefent  bill  might  be  punifhed  by  folicitor  general  had  done.  Lord 
the  exiRing  laws,  and  that  thofe  Mornington  defended  the  fame  fide  ^ 
laws  were  amply  fufficient  The  of  the  queftion,  in  a  declamation 
13th  of  Charles  the  Second  was  of  confiderable  length,  which,  as 
admitted  to  be  the  precedent  of  the  ufual,  confided  of  tedious  readings 
bill.  Under  that  aft  100,000  per-  from  a  variety  of  pamphlets  and  po- 
fons  might  meet,  and  fign  any  pe-  litical  publications, 
tition  to  the  king  or  the  parliament  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that,  when  he 
voluntarily  ffbut  the  aft  prevented  had  made  his  motion  fora  commit- 
perfons  from  hawking  about  peti-  tee  of  inquiry,  he  had  foretold, 
tions  to  perfons  to  fign,  who  might  that  if  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
not  know  that  any  grievances  ex-  man  oppofite  would  not  fuffer  him 
iRed.  It  alfo  provided  that  not  to  obtain  that  committee  of  en- 
more  than  ten  perfons Riould  prefent  quiry,  gentlemen  would  Rart  up 
any  petition  to  the  king.  It  audio-  with  lines  and  fcraps  of  pamphlets, 
rifed  magiRrates  to  interfere  when  with  paragraphs  and  hand-bills,  in 
an  overt  aft  of  tumult  took  place,  battle  array,  againR  him  ;  and  he 
or  to  require  fecurity  if  danger  to  expected  that  they  would  bring  up 
the  peace  was  apprehended ;  but  it  the  rear  with  prints  and  cuts  Rill  { 
never  prohibited  a  meeting  to  be  more  alarming  and  formidable.  He 
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obferved  that  the  arguments  made 
ufe  of  by  lord  Mornington  to  prove 
the- connexion  between  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  London  Corre- 
fponding  Society,  and  the  outrage 
that  had  been  offered  to  the  perfon 
of  the  fovereign,  neither  dazzled 
his  fight  nor  Satisfied  his  under- 
flanding.  In  faX,  he  did  not  be¬ 
lieve  there  was  any  more  con¬ 
nexion  between  the  two,  than  he 
could  admit  there  was  any  connec¬ 
tion  between  the  noble  lord’s  fpeech 
and  the  queftion  in  debate.  His 
lordfhip  had  affirmed,  that  a  pam¬ 
phlet  publiflied  by  a  certain  Citizen 
Leewasfoul  treafon.  “If  itwasfoul 
treafon,”  faid  Mr.  Sheridan,  “  why 
did  not  the  attorney  general  profe- 
cute  Citizen  Lee?”  As  to  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  king-killing,  he  knew  the 
majority  of  the  people  held  it  in 
univerfal  deteftation  ;  but  if  a  fool, 
a  madman,  or  a  traitor,  as  ignorant 
as  the  minifters,  believed  fuch  fen- 
timents  were  popular,  was  it  to  be 
deemed  a  fufficient  proof  of  their 
exiffence  ? 

Mr.  fecretarv  Dundas  defended 
thofe  who  had  argued  in  favour  of 
the  bill,  and  urged  the  neceffity  of 
its  being  paffed  into  a  law.  With 
regard  to  popular  meetings,  he  ob¬ 
ferved  that  Mr.  Fox  had  flood  for¬ 
ward  more  frequently  than  any 
other  political  character  in  appeals 
to  the  people.  He  had  difplayed' 
the  mod  extraordinary  willingnefs 
to  refort  to  them  ;  fo  that  it  fre¬ 
quently  happened,  that  he  was 
without  the  door  of  the  houfe,  at¬ 
tacking  minifters  with  inveXive  and 
afperity  one  half  the  day,  where 
they  had  no  means  of  defending 
themfelves*,  and,  during  the  other 


half,  combating  them  with  the  ut- 
moft  inveteracy  within  thofe  walls. 
At  one  time,  in  order  to  excite  the 
indignation  of  the  people  again!! 
minifters  for  their  profecution  of 
the  American  war,  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  had  difplayed 
his  oratorical  talents  on  a  ft  age  e- 
reXed  for  that  purpofe  in  Weft- 
minder  Hall ;  with  as  little  effeX, 
however,  as  to  the  avowed  purport 
of  his  defign  at  that  time,  as  there 
was  ground  to  apprehend  would  be 
the  cafe  with  refpeX  to  his  exer¬ 
tions  on  a  late  occafion.  Yet  it 
had  happened  that  he  was  induced 
to  conneX  himfelf  with  the  politi¬ 
cal  conduX  of  thofe  whom  he  had 
reprobated  for  fo  many  years  with 
every  poffible  bitternefs  and  feve- 
rity.  Immediately  after  he  had 
withdrawn  himfelf  from  the  admi- 
niftration  of  the  earl  of  Shelburne, 
he  again  appealed  to  his  favourite 
popular  meetings. 

Mr.  Fox  replied  to  thefe  pointlefs 
inveXives,  that  the  honourable  fe- 
cretary  had  forgotten  the  conduit 
which  his  own  particular  friend  Mr. 
Pitt  had  adopted,  and  thofe  eloquent 
fpeeches  he  had  at  that  time  deli¬ 
vered,  in  which,  harangues  to  the 
people  were  defcribed  as  “  the  beft: 
and  moft  ufeful  duty  which  repre- 
fentatives  in  parliament  could  dis¬ 
charge  to  their  conftituents.”  In 
anfwer  to  the  charge  that  he  had  in 
a  perfonal  manner  attacked  thofe 
who  had  no  opportunity  of  appear¬ 
ing  in  their  own  defence,  he  had  to 
fay,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  every 
man,  and  particularly  of  every 
member  of  parliament,  when  the 
conduX  of  the  executive  govern¬ 
ment  was  called  in  queftion,  to  re- 


*  Why  had  they  rjpt  the  fame  means  of  defence,  that  Mr.  Fox  had  of  attack  ?  We 
have  feen  them  at  popular  meetings,  when  they  made  them  the  ■  means  of  afcending  to 
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prefent  the  characters  and  conduCl 
of  minifters  in  their  true  colours. 
With  regard  to  the  bill,  he  obferv- 
cd  that  its  general  principle  was  a 
blow  at  the  outworks  of  the  confti- 
tution,  neither  more  nor  lefs  than 
a  daring  attempt  to  fnbyert  its  very 
foundation,  the  freedom  of  difcuf- 
fion. 

After  a.  long  and  defultory  de¬ 
bate,  the  houfe  divided.  For  the 
fecond  reading,  213  ;  again  ft  it,  43. 

On  the  19th  of  November, ‘  the 
order  of  the  day  for  the  feCond 
reading  of  the  bill  for  the  better 
fecuring  of  his  majefty’s  perfon, 
&c.  being  read,  and  the  queftion 
being  put,  “  that  this  bill  be  now 
read  a  fecond  time,” — 

Mr.  Fox  obferved  on  this  occa¬ 
sion,  that  he  ftiould  defer  arguing 
again  11  the  principle  of  the  bill,  till 
the  queftion  fhould  be  put  u  that  the 
fpeaker  do  leave  the  chair  which 
he  underhood  was  likely  to  take 
place  on  the  Monday  following ; 
betook  thiscourfeon  account  o.f  the 
unavoidable  abfence  of  feveral  of 
his  friends. 

Mr.  William  Smith  faid  he  was 
unavoidably  abfent  on  the  difculTton 
of  meafures  nearly  connected  witli 
the  bill  then  before  the  houfe  ;  but 
he  thought  it  neceffary  to  obferve 
upon  the  occafion  which  then  offered 
itfelf,  that  he  felt  himfelf  compelled 
by  every  fentiment  of  duty  to  op- 
pofe  the  bill.  He  oppofed  it  on 
this  ground,  that  it  was  one  of  thofe 
meatuies  that  would  be  ineffectual 
with  regard  to  the  objeCts  they  pro- 
feffed  to  attain.  With  refpeCt  to 
fentiments  of  attachment  to  the 
perfon  of  his  majefty,  he  agreed, 
he  believed,  .with  every  member  of 
that  houfe.  He  thought  the  law, 
as  it  flood  then,  fully  fufficient  for 
alb  the  purpofes  for  which  thefe 
bills  were  held  forth;  he  fhould 


therefore  oppofe  them  in  all  their 
flages. 

The  houfe  divided.  For  the  quel* 
tion,  64  ;  again  ft  it,  22. 

A  defultory  debate  took  place  on 
the  23d  of  November,  on  feveral 
petitions  being  prefented  againft  the 
bills.  Mr.  Sturt,  on-prefenting  the 
petition  of  the  Correfponding  So¬ 
ciety,  juftified  that  body  againft: 
“  the  afperfions”  of  lord  Morning- 
ton;  and,  to  counteract  the  effeCts 
of  the  readings  with'  which  that 
noble  lord  had  entertained  the  houfe, 
Mr.  Sturt  produced  apamphlet  writ¬ 
ten  by  Mr.  Reeves,  chief  juftice  of 
Newfoundland,  and  prefident  of 
the  Crown  and  Anchor  affociation, 
in  which  it  was  affected,  «  that  the 
government  of  England  was  a  mo¬ 
narchy  ;  that;  the  monarch  was  the  an¬ 
cient  Jiock ,  from  which  have  fprung 
thofe  goodly  branches  of  the  legifla* 
ture,  the  lords  and  commons  \  that  thefe, 
however,  were  ftill  only  branches,  said 
that  they  might  be  lopped  off,  and  the 
tree  be  a  tree  ftill,  /horn  indeed  of  its 
honours ,  but  not,  like  them,  caft  into  the 
fire”  By  a  fubfeqiifent  decifion  of 
the  houfe,  this  pamphlet  was  voted 
to  be  a  libel  on  the  conffitution ; 
and  the  attorney  general  was  order¬ 
ed  to  profecute  the  offenlible  au¬ 
thor. 

On  the  motion  of  the  chancellor 
of  the  (exchequer,  the  commitment 
of  the  bill  for  the  fecurity  of  his, 
majefty’s  perfon  was  poftponed  t q 
the  25th  of  November,  which  was 
afterwards  altered  to  the  30th.  The  • 
debate  which  iucceeded  oq  this 
motion  was  ftiort  but  intemperate. 
The  bill  was  leverely  attacked  by 
Mr.  Grey,  Mr.  Curwen,  and  Mr. 
Fox;  and  it  was  defended  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  Mr,  Wilberforce,  and  the  fe- 
cretarv  at  war;  the  latter  of  whom, 
in  replying  to  Mt.  Fox,  made  ufe  of 
the  remarkable  expreffion,  “  that  he 

would 
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Would  find  that  minifters  were  de¬ 
termined  to  exert  a  vigour  more 
than  law  an  expreffion  which, 
however,  feemed  to  meet  with  the 
difapprobation  of  all  parties. 

On  the  25th  of  November,  Mr. 
Curvven  rofe,  agreeably  to  the  no¬ 
tice  he  had  given  on  a  former  day, 
to  propofe  to  the  houfe  the  delay 
of  one  week  before  they  proceeded 
further  with  the  two  bills.  He 
urged  many  reafons  againft  the  bill 
for  preventing  feditious  meetings 
paffing  into  a  law  ;  it  would,  in  its 
effects,  alter  the  whole  conftitu- 
tion  ;  popular  opinion  had  reftrain- 
ed  and  countera&ed  the  power  and 
influence  of  corruption;  if  that 
was  taken  away,  the  ftruggle  would 
be  ineffectual.  The  exiften.ee  of 
the  houfe  of  commons  depended 
upon  the  united  intereft  of  the 
whole  body  of  the  nation.  That 
increafed  corrupt  influence  of  the 
crown,'  together  with  the  torrent 
of  honours  which  had  of  late  inun¬ 
dated  that  houfe,  and  deprived  the 
democratic  part  of  the  conftitution 
of  fuch  a  weight  of  property,  call¬ 
ed  upon  them,  if  they  valued  the 
conftitution,  to  cherifn  every  prop 
and  iupport  which  could  aflift 
them  to  maintain  their  juft  arid  ne- 
celfary  influence.  He  next  alluded 
to  an  expreffion  which  had  on  a 
former  day  fallen  from  the  fecre- 
tary  at  war,  about  employing  a  vi¬ 
gour  beyond  the  law.  a  What,’’  faid 
Mr.  Curwen,  “did  the  honourable 
fecretarv  mean ?  Is  he  fo  little  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  fluff  of  which  an 
Englifh  heart  is  compofed,  that  he 
can  fuppofe  thofe  who  have  been 
the  ornament  of  their  country,  who 
have  filed  their  blood  in  its  defence, 
would  forget  the  love  of  liberty 
they  fucked  in  from  their  mothers’ 
breafts,  and  become  the  inftru* 
mentsof  entlaying  their  fellow  fub- 
iedts  Mr.  Grant  defended  the  bill 
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in  a  fpeech  of  confiderable  length,: 
to  whom  Mr.  Fox  replied  with  his 
ufual  energy. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Curwen  to 
adjourn  for  a  week  was  then  nega¬ 
tived  by  269  againft  70. 

The  queftion  -then  being  put  on 
the  motion  for  the  houfe  refolving 
itfelf  into  a  committee  on  the  bill 
for  preventing  feditious  meetings, 
the  houfe  again  divided.  Ayes,  273; 
noes,  73. 

The  houfe  having  then  refolved 
itfelf  into  a  committee,  the  chair¬ 
man  reported  progrefs,  and  obtain¬ 
ed  leave  to  refume  tide  difeuffion  on 
the  27th. 

Accordingly,  on  the  27th,  the 
houfe  went  into  a  committee  on  the 
bill.  The  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  faid,  that,  as  ufual,  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  bill  had  gone  through 
the  committee,  it  would  be  printed, 
and  that  the  further  conftderation 
would  come  forward  on  the  Tues¬ 
day  following,  and  the  third  read¬ 
ing,  he  fuppofed,  would  be  on  the 
Thurfday. 

Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Grey,  Mr.  Lamb- 
ton,  Mr.  Whitbread,  general  Tarle- 
ton,  general  Macleod,  and  the  reft 
of  the  minority,  Mr.  Sheridan  ex¬ 
cepted,  immediately  rofe  and  left  the 
houfe, 

Mr.  Sheridan  obferved  in  the 
committee,  that  he  did  not  attend 
for  the  purpofe  of  propofing  any 
alteration  in  the  prefent  bill,  being 
perfuaded  that  no  alteration,  ex¬ 
cept  that  of  negativing  every  claufe 
of  it,  would  be  of  fervice  to  the 
public  at  large. 

On  the  third  claufe,  which  ena#- 
ed,  that  if  fifty  perfons  or  more 
meet,  and,  after  an  order  to  difperie, 
twelve  fli all  remain  one  hour,  it 
was  propofed  by  the folici tor  general, 
to  make  it  death  without  benefit  of 
clergy.  An  amendment  was  moved, 
that  fuch  continuance  fhould  only 
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be  punifhed  as  a  mifdemeanor.  Mr. 
Wilberforce  (much  to  his  honour) 
ftrongly  urged  a  more  lenient  pu- 
nifhment,  He  implored  the  houfe 
not  to  adopt  a  claufe,  of  which,  if 
carried  into  execution,  he  was  per- 
fuaded  all  would  repent.  Mr.  Stan¬ 
ley,  Mr.  Banks,  and  fir  W.  Dolben, 
humanely  argued  on  the  fame  opi¬ 
nion  ;  but  fir  Peter  Burrel,  and  the 
folicitor  general,  contended  for  the 
fanguinary  claufe.  The  committee 
divided.  Ayes,  Bo;  noes,  13. 

The  committee  then  proceeded 
to  fill  up  the  blanks  in  the  other 
claufes ;  and  when  the  molt  mate¬ 
rial  claufe  in  the  whole  bill  came 
under  confideration,  namely,  that 
which  was  to  empower  the  magi- 
ft rates  to  declare  the  aftembly  un¬ 
lawful,  upon  any  matter  Being  pro¬ 
pounded  that  fliould  appear  to  be 
unlawful,  or  tending  to  fedition, 
&c.  the  magiftrate  was  ordered  in 
the  firft  inflance  to  feize  and  com¬ 
mit  the  offender.  The  folicitor  ore- 

O 

neral  propofed  that  the  bill  (hould 
continue  in  force  for  three  years. 
Mr.  Stanley  \propofed  one  year, 
which  being  objected  to,  he  agreed 
to  two  years;  which  was  refufed  ; 
on  which  the  committee  divided. 

Ayes  (for  the  term  of  three 
years),  -  46. 

Noes  (for  the  term  of  three 
years),  -  2. 

The  bill  then  pa  fled  the  commit¬ 
tee,  and  the  report  was  received 
immediately  :  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  taken  into  con- 
lideration  on  the  T uefday  following. 

The  houfe  refolded  itfelf  into  a 
committee  on  the  30th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  to  confider  of  the  bill  for  the 
greater  fecurity  of  his  majefty’s  per¬ 
fon,  &c.  and  the  quellion  being 
put,  “  That  the  fpeaker  do  now 
leave  the  chair,” — 

Mr.  Erikine  obferved,  that  what¬ 


ever  fecurity  it  was  poflible  to  give 
to  the  perfon  of  the  monarch,  it 
was  wife  and  politic  to  confer ;  but 
the  bill  then  under  confideration, 
while  it  diminifhed  the  fecurity  of 
the  fubjedt,  gave  no  additional  fe- 
curity  to  the  perfon  of  the  fove- 
reign.  O11  the  contrary,  he  fcru- 
pled  not  to  aflert,  that  it  tended  to 
bring  both  the  fafety  of  his  perfon, 
and  the  authority  of  his  govern¬ 
ment,  into  new  and  alarming  perils. 
He  took  it  for  granted,  that  none 
would  be  difpofed  to  difpute  the 
truth  of  the  political  axiom,  that 
that  government  is  th?  beft,  which 
confers  the  greateft  fecurity  with 
the  few  eft  reftraints  ;  and  that  it 
was  unwife  to  multiply  penalties 
without  the  moft  cogent  reafons  for 
the  multiplication.  There  was  alfo 
another  axiom,  which,  he  prefu¬ 
med,  would  command  an  univerfal 
aflent,  that  it  was  always  improper 
to  repeal  an  antient  law,  till  it  be 
found,  by  experience  and  pradtice, 
to  be  inadequate  to  the  purpofes 
for  which  it  was  inftituted.  To 
prove  the  infufficiency  of  a  law, 
it  was  not  enough  to  fay  that  a 
new  conjuncture  had  arifen,  which 
required ’new  legal  reftridlions,  with¬ 
out,  in  the  firft  place,  proving  that 
the  exifting  laws  were  inadequate 
to  meet  the  emergency  of  this  con- 
jimdlure,  and  that  the  law  propofed 
to  be  inftituted  was  calculated  to 
remedy  the  deficiency  of  the  pre- 
fent  ftatutes,  and  to  anfwer  the 
purpofe  for  which  it  was  enadled. 
He  next  obferved,  that  the  ftatute 
of  Edward  the  Third  embraced  two 
objedls  of  civil  jurifprudence,  the 
fafety  of  the  king’s  perfon,  and  the 
liability  of  the  government.  In  the 
words  of  chief  juftice  Hale,  that 
ftatute  was  made  as  a  remedial  law 
to  remove  former  oppreffion,  and  to 
fecure  the  adminiftration  of  pure 

and 
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and  impartial  juBice.  By  that  Ba¬ 
tute,  to  compafs  or  imagine  the 
death  of  the  king  was  Bated  to  be 
high  treafon.  He  laid,  he  could 
not  think  how  any  law  could  be 
made  to  plant  a  hedge  by  which 
the  perfon  of  the  fovereign  could 
be  more  fectirely  defended  than  by 
the  words  of  that  Batute.  The  fe- 
cond  part  of  the  fame  Batute  de¬ 
clared  levying  waragainft  the  king, 
or  granting  comfort  and  proteftion 
to  his  enemies,  to  be  high  treafon. 
But  why  did  not  our  anceBors  make 
“  the  compafling  to  levy  war”  high 
treafon?  The  reafon  was,  that,  in 
the  benevolence  of  the  principles 
by  which  they  were  aftuated,  they 
never  overlapped  the  hecefiity  of 
the  occafion.  They  knew  that  it 
was  in  the  power  of  any  malignant 
ruffian  to  attack  the  perfon  of  the 
king,  and  to  endanger  his  fafety  ; 
and  therefore,  in  their  llatute,  they 
made  the  very  imagination  of  his 
death  to  be  high  treafon.  They 
did  not  wait  for  the  execution  of 
the  deed  ;  they  flruck  at  the  inten¬ 
tion  itfelf,  as  foon  at  leaB  as  it  was 
difcovered  by  any  overt  aft.  But 
they  held  out  a  confpiracy  to  levy 
war  againll  the  king  as  only  a  mif- 
demeanor,  becaufe  it  was  a  thou- 
fand  to  one  that  the  confpiracy  was 
too  contemptible  for  notice;  that 
it  would  be  difcovered  before  it  was 
ripe  for  execution:  the  crime  of 
confpiracy  was  feated  in  the  mind, 
and  it  was  only  from  overt  afts  that 
a  criminal  intention  could  be  Ihewn 
to  exill.  Mr.  Erlkine  then  Bated 
the  cafe  of  fir  John  Friend,  who 
was  indifted  for  high  treafon  :  the 
overt  aft  charged  in  his  indiftment 
was  the  railing  of  troops  in  France 
to  aid  the  caufe  of  the  pretender. 
On  this  occafion,  chief  jullice  Holt 
properly  contended,  that,  in  ordi¬ 
nary  cafes,  a  confpiracy  to  levy  war 
certainly  was  not  an  overt  aft  of 
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high  treafon  ;  but  as  the  immediate 
objeft  of  this  confpiracy  was  to  lav 
violent  hands  upon  the  perfon  of 
the  king,  it  came  under  the  firB 
claufe  of  the  Batute  of  Edward  the 
Third,  and  conBituted  an  overt  aft 
of  treafon.  Sir  John  Friend  on  the 
cpntrary  argued,  that,  though  the 
troops  were  raifed  at  his  inBance, 
and  the  purpofe  for  which  they  were 
raifed  was  to  levy  war  againB  the 
king,  yet  he  reBed  his  caufe  upon 
the  intention  not  having  been  car¬ 
ried  into  effeft,  and  inferred  from 
thence  that  he  was  innocent  of  the 
charge  of  high  treafon.  But  fir 
John  Friend’s  objeftion  could  not 
bear  him  out;  for  chief  juftice  Holt, 
like  an  honeB  man  and  a  found 
lawyer,  only  Bated  the  fafts  as  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  defign,  and  left  the 
jury  to  decide,  whether  the  overtafts 
which  were  eBabiifhed,  were  proofs 
of  guilt  in  the  perfon  accufed. 
This  being  the  law,  Mr.  Erlkine 
exprefied  his  furprize  to  hear  it  af-' 
ferted  that  the  bill  then  before  the 
houfe  made  no  alteration  in  the  law 
of  treafon.  He  contended  that 
the  legifiature  was  about  to  cut 
down  the  text  on  which  all  the  ju¬ 
dicial  conftruftions  Bood,  and 
enaft,  “  that  any  confpiracy  to  levy 
war  againB  the  government  was  to 
be  deemed  high  treafon  ;”  and  fo 
far  did  the  provifions  of  the  pro- 
pofed  bill  extend,  that  even  a  con¬ 
fpiracy  to  pull  down  all  the  bawdy 
houfes  in  the  kingdom  would  con- 


framers  of  the  bill,  if  they  had  not 
embodied  all  the  faife  conBruftions 
of  the  Batute  of  Edward  the  Third, 
on  purpofe  to  make  them  a  Band¬ 
ing  law  ;  and  if  an  attempt  to  pull 
down  a  few  turnpike  gates  might 
not  fubjeft  a  man  to  the  penalties 
of  high  treafon  ?  He  urged  the  in- 
j u  Bice  of  impofing  opprefiive  laws 

D  upon 
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upon  the  nation,  becaufe  a  {blitary 
individual,  in  the  malignity  of  his 
heart,  or  in  the  infatuation  of  en- 
thufiafm,  had  committed  a  defpe- 
rate  outrage.,  The  bill  compre¬ 
hended  a  variety  of  new  treafons, 
and  even  conftituted  writing  an 
overt  a  61  of  treafon.  He  adverted 
to  tiie  claufe  of  the  bill,  in  which  it 
was  enadted,  that  to  44  exprefs,  pub- 
liih,  utter,  or  declare,  any  word, 
fentence,  or  other  thing  or  things, 
to  incite  or  ftir  up  the  people,  &c.” 
was  a  mifdemeanor.  He  could  not 
perceive  from  whence  the  framers 
of  the  bill  had  borrowed  this  ev- 
preffion  ;  he  had  in  vain  fearched 
for  it  in  the  hiftory  of  former  tv- 
rants. 

The  attorney  general  replied  to 
Mr.  Erfkine  ;  and  Mr.  Fox  pointed 
out  fome  ftrong  ohjedlions  to  the 
bill:  but  the  feries  of  arguments 

o 

ufed  by  thefe  members  on  this  oc¬ 
ean  on  being  very  fimilar  to  thofe 
employed  in  the  former  ftages  of 
the  bill,  it  would  be  fuperfiuQus  to 
repeat  them. 

The  houfe  then  divided  upon 
the  commitment  of  the  bill.  Ayes, 
203  ;  noes,  40. 

The  houfe  next  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee,  Mr.  Serjeant  in 
the  chair.  Upon  that  part  of  the 
firft  claufe  of  the  bill,  which  enadts 
that  it  {hall  continue  in  force  dur¬ 
ing  the  life  of  his  majefty,  •  and 
until  the  end  of  the  firft  feifion  of 
parliament  after  his  deceafe,  Sir 
William  Young  faid,  he  thought > 
She  provifipns  of  the  bill  To  neceffaryv 
not  only  at  this  particular  jundiure, 
but  as  general  regulations,  that  he 
fhould  move  to  leave  out  the  words 
ii  during  the  life  of  his  majefty,” 
in  order  to  make  the  bill  permanent. ' 

General  M‘Leod  faid  he  would 
propofe  an  amendment,  that,  inftead 
of  the  words  44  during  the- natural 
life  of  our  mofl  gracious  fovereip-n 


lord  the  king,  whom  Almighty  God 
preferve  and  blefs  with  a  long  and 
profperous  reign,”  fhould  be'  in- 
ferted  44  during  the  life  of  our  moft 
gracious  minifter  Mr.  Pitt,  whom 
Almighty  God  preferve  and  blefs 
with  a  long  and  profperous  admi- 
niftrafion  !” 

Mr.  Barham  condemned  this  le¬ 
vity,  as  unfui table  to  the  folemnity 
of  the  occafion.  He  argued  for  a 
limited  time,  on  the  ground  that  the 
country  at  large  would  be  better 
fatisfied. 

Upon  a  diviiion  taking  place* 
that  the  bill  continue  for  the  natu¬ 
ral  life  of  the  king,  and  until  the 
end  of  the  next  feffion  of  parlia¬ 
ment  after  a  demife  of  the  crown, 
there  appeared  129  votes  for  this 
period,  and  6  in  favour  of  its  being 
renewed  every  three  years. 

On  the  4th  of  December,  the 
order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the* 
houfe  to  take  into  confideration  the 
report  of  the  amendments  made  in 
the  committee  on  the  fame  bill,  all 
the  gentlemen  who  had  uniformly  * 
oppofed  it  retired  from  the  houfe  in 
a  body.  The  amendments  were 
then  gone  through  and  agreed  to 
by  the  houfe:  after  which  the  bill, 
with  the  amendments,  was  ordered 
to  be  engrofled,  and  read  a  third 
time  on  toe  Thurfday  following. 

Accordingly,  on  the  10th  of  De¬ 
cember,  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  moved  the  order  of  the  day, 
for  the  third  reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Harrifon  oppofed  the  third 
reading,  on  two  grounds  :  firft,  whe¬ 
ther  the  a<ft  of  Edward  the  Third 
was  fufficiently  ftrong  to  prevent 
the  neceffitv  of  any  new  law  for  the 
fafety  of  his  majefty’s  perfon  ?  Se¬ 
condly,  whether  the  laws  exifting 
were  fufficient  to  provide  again  ft 
and  punifh  any  language  or  publi¬ 
cations  that  went  to  the  fubverfiori 
of  the  government?  He  argued,’ 

\  that 
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that  the  prefent  (hould  rather  be  a 
declaratory  aft,  dating,  that  doubts 
had  arifen  concerning  the  con- 
ftruftion  of  the  high  treafon  ftatute 
of  Edward  the  Third,  than  a  new 
permanent  aft.  He  declared,  that 
he  was  fully  perfuaded  in  his  own 
mind  that  the  former  laws  were  fuf- 
ficient.  He  called  the  bill  a  fatire. 
on  the  crown,  and  a  libel  on  the 
loyalty  of  the  people  of  England. 

Mr.  fecretary  Dundas  contended, 
that  if  any  good  could  come  from 
felf-conftituted  meetings,  it  would 
be  by  placing  them  under  the  eye 
of  the  legiflature.  Indeed  he  had 
flattered  himfelf,  that  “  after  the 
trials  of  Hardy  and  others,  the  good 
fenfe  of  the  nation  would  have 
checked  their  further  progrefs.” 
But  the  meetings  in  St.  George’s 
fields,  and  at  Copenhagen-houfe, 
had  diffipated  thefe  hopes. 

Mr.  Pitt,  alderman  Newnham,  fir 
William  Pulteney,  and  Mr.  Jen- 
kinfon,fpoke  in  favour  of  the  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Weftern,  Mr. 
Jekvll,  and  Mr.  Fox,  urged  with 
additional  energy  feme  of  their 
former  arguments  again  ft  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third 
time,  and  paftech 

On  the  third  of  December  the 
bill  for  preventing  feditious  meet¬ 
ings  was  read  a  third  time  in  the 
commons.  Mr.  Hardinge  on  this 
occafion  made  a  fpeech  of  confider- 
rable  length  in  fupport  of  the  bill, 
Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Sheridan  con¬ 
tended  againft  its  palling  into  a 
law  ;  but  the  arguments  urged  by 
the  gentlemen  on  both  tides  of  the 
queftion  being  nearly  the  fame  as 
thofe  we  haVe  already  noticed  in 
the  former  debates  on  the  fubjeft, 
would  be  to  indulge  in  an  unnecef- 
fary  prolixity  to  repeat  them  here. 

On  the  fame  day  Mr.  Pitt  took 
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up  the  bill  to  the  houfe. of  lords3 
when  it  was  read  a  firft  time. 

On  December  9th,  upon  the  fe« 
eond  reading  of  the  bill  in  the  houfe 
of  lords  to  prevent  feditious  meet- 
ings4  lord  Grenville  rofe,  and 
reminded  the  houfe  that  he  had 
on  a  former  day  introduced  a  bill 
for  the  better  fecurity  of  his  ma- 
jelly’s  perfon  and  government^ 
which  had  met  with  their lordlhips’ 
approbation.  But  that  was  only  one 
of  the  meafures  which  his  majefty’s 
minifters  thought  proper  to  bring 
forward  to  guard  the  conftitutionj 
and  proteft  the  liberties  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  The  other  meafure  was  the 
prefent  bill,  which  had  been  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  other  houfe,  and 
was  then  brought  forward  for  their 
lordlhips’  difeuffion.  The  prefent 
bill  was  to  provide  for  what  the 
other  bill  did  not  immediately  re¬ 
gard,  viz.  to  fecure  the  lives,  the 
property,  and  the  happinefs  of  the 
people  of  England,  for  which  im¬ 
portant  objeft  it  would  be  found 
that  the  exifting  laws  did  not  fuffi- 
ciently  provide.  Hislordfhip  then 
went  over  the  old  ground,  in  de- 
pifting  the  tremendous  evils  which 
impended  over  this  country  from 
the  correfponding  fociety,  and  call¬ 
ed  upon  the  houfe  to  apply  the 
remedy  which  this  lituation  requir¬ 
ed. 

The  earl  of  Derby,  the  marquis 
of  L-anfdowne,  and  the  earl"  of 
Moira,  contended  ftrongly  againft 
the  bill.  They  urged  the  right  the 
people  of  this  country  had  to  free 
difeuilion.  They  contended  that 
the  power  which  would,  by  the 
bill,  be  invefted  in  magiftrates,  of 
feizing  and  carrying  to  punifhmen r 
thofe  who  might  be  found  in  what 
were  called  unlawful  aifemblies, 
would  be  to  punifli  the  offence 
without  the  cognizance  ofajdry; 
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in  other  words,  would  expofe  the 
culprit  to  arbitrary  punifhment : 
that  the  bill  went  to  dellroy  the  bill 
of  rights,  and  the  principle  of  free¬ 
dom  :  that  though  minifters  might 
feel  a  horrid  gratification  in  the  con- 
templation  of  the  efredts  which 
their  meaftires  might  produce,  they 
might  triumph  in  their  fuccefs, 
and  it  was  the  only  triumph  they 
had  to  boaft  ;  bait  nobody  would 
envy  them.  That  they  had  done 
their  duty  in  oppofing  the  bill ;  and 
whatever  might  be  the  confequence 
they  would  lay - — 

Vi  i'h  ix  cciufa  diis  placuit,Jcd  vi&a  Catoni. 

Minifters  alone  were  the  deities, 
however,  to  whom  the  vidtory 
would  be  acceptable.  That  Being 
who  had  created  man  for  freedom, 
could  never  be  gratified  in  feeing 
the  purpofes  of  his  wifdom  and 
goodnefs  counteracted  ;  nor  could 
he  fail  to  regard  thofe  with  com¬ 
placency,  wrho  had  honeftly  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  caufe  of  liberty  and 
truth.  Notice  was  taken  by  the  earl 
of  Moira  of  an  expreftion  which  had 
fallen  from  lord  Weftmoreland, 
who  had  faid,  4<  Send  the  people  to 
the  loom  and  the  anvil,  and  there 
let  them  earn  bread,  inftead  of 
wafting  time  at  feditious  meetings.” 
Lord  Moira  could  not  believe,  he 
laid,  that  the  Almighty  made  any 
part  of  mankind  merely  to  work 
and  eat  like  beafts  t  he  had  endow¬ 
ed  man  with  reafoning  faculties, 
and  given  him  leave  to  life  them. 

Lord  Thurlow  urged  feveral 
grave  and  weighty  arguments,  to 
prove  that  the  conlequences  which 
had  arifen  from  the  propagation  of 
Jacobinical  principles  in  France, 
afforded  no  juftification  for  the  le- 
gi flat ure  of  this  country  to  enadt 
new  laws,  with  a  view  to  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  fimiiar  eifedts  here;  he 


thought  the  members  of  that  houfe 
had  nothing  to'  do  with  what  had 
palled  in  France.  The  bill  was  to 
be  objedfed  again!!,  as  eftablilhing 
a  bad  precedent,  under  counte¬ 
nance  of  which  a  variety  of  bad 
laws  might  creep  into  the  ftate,  and 
defile  the  pages  of  the  ftatute-book. 
While  he  thought  the  exifting  laws 
fufficient  to  fupprefs  feditious  af- 
femblies,  he  could  not  help  re¬ 
marking  the  variety  of  mifcon- 
ceptions  that  had  taken  place  re- 
lpedting  the  bill,  and  in  no  particu¬ 
lar  more  than  in  the  idea  that  it 
trenched  upon  the  right  of  the  fiib- 
jed!  to  difcufs  public  grievances,  to 
petition,  complain,  or  remonftrate, 
or  other  wife  add  refs  the  king,  or 
either  or  both  houfes  of  parliament, 
refpedting  them.  Solar  from  that 
being  the  cafe,  the  bill  fet  out  with 
rec-ognizing  that  principle  in  the 
plaineft  and  broadeft  manner.  His 
lordftiip  pointed  out  the  diftindiion 
between  the  extent  to  which  the 
provifions  of  the  bill  went,  and  that 
of  the  provifions  of  the  ad!  of 
Charles  the  Second,  and  the  ad! 
of  George  the  Firft,  commonly- 
called  the  Riot  Adf.  By  the  latfer, 
the  perfons  alfembled  for  an  un¬ 
lawful  purpofe  did  not  incur  the 
penalty  of  death,  unlefs  they  con¬ 
tinued  together  riotoufly  and  tu- 
muhuoufly  for  one  hour  after  the 
ad!  had  been  read.  By  the  prefent 
bill,  if  an  aftembly  met  for  the  mere 
difcuflion  of  public  topics,  conti¬ 
nued  together  peaceably  to  the 
number  of  twelve  or  more  for  one 
hour  after  proclamation  made,  com¬ 
manding  them  to  difperfe,  they 
were  guilty  of  felony  without  be¬ 
nefit  of  clergy  ;  and  the  magiftrate 
was  ordered  to  put  them  to  death, 
or  at  leaf!  he  incurred  no  penalty, 
if,  upon  refiftance,  any  of  the  per¬ 
ilous  fa  continuing  together  loft 
6  fhek 
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their  lives.  This  was  in  his  mind  from  the  debates,  which,  in  the  pre- 
an  infuperable  objection  to  the  ceding  feiTion,  took  place  upon  the 
bill;  and  he  therefore  voted  a-  ftate  trials.  Yet  it  would  be  un- 
gain  ft  it.  He  was  anfwered  bv  candid  to  impute  to  mini Iters  a 
the  lord  chancellor  in  a  fpeech  of  fettled  plan  to  overthrow  the  con- 
confiderable  length,  but  nearly  upon  ftifution  of  England. — Their  mea- 
the  lame  ground  of  argument  made  fures,  on  the  contrary,  have  never 
ufe  of  by  the  minifterial  fide  in  the  appeared  in  any  instance  to  have 
houfe  of  commons,  when  the  fame  been  formed  upon  any  deep-laid  de- 
bill  was  introduced  into  that  houfe.  fign,  upon  any  thing  like  an  ex- 
Upon  the  queftion  for  the  bill’s  tended  fyftem ;  they  are  to  be  con- 
going  into  a  committee,  there  were  fidered  in  general  as  temporary  ex- 
contents,  109,  non-contents,  21.  pedients,  arid,  according  to  their 
On  the  nth  of  December  the  own  favourite  idea,  adapted  in  all 
houfe  of  tords  went  into  a  com-  cafes  to  exifiing  clrcumjlances.  While 
mitre  upon  the  bill  for  preventing  we  frankly  concede  thus  much  in 
feditious  alfemblies.  In  the  limita-  their  favour,  it  is  not  eafy  to  be- 
tion  claufe,  the  duke  of  Norfolk  lieve  that  the  terror  excited  in  mi- 
moved  that,  inltead  of  u  three  niftry  by  a  few  infignificant  rne- 
years,”  the  words  “  one  year”  chanics  in  the  metropolis,  under  the 
fliould  be  fubtlituted.  name  of  a  Correfponding  Society, 

This  amendment  was  fupported  could  be  fo  great  as  they  affe&ed  to 
by  lords  Darnley,  Scarborough,  feel.-— We  cannot  fuppofe  them  fo 
Radnor,  and  Romney;  and  op-  weak  and  ignorant;  we  mull  do 
poled  by  lords  Grenville,  Spencer,  juftice  to  their  underftandings,  in 
and  Mulgrave.  On  a  divilion,  there  iuppofingthem  actuated  by  different 
appeared  for  the  amendment,  con-  motives  :  and  the  iimplelt  folution 
tents,  8,  non-contents,  45.  of  their  conduct  in  this  inftance  ap- 

>Upon  the  14th  of  December  the  pears  to  be  this — They  felt  that 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  in  the  they  had  rafhly  and  incautioufly  in- 
houfe  of  lords  and  parTed.  volved  the  nation  in  a  war  which  had 

Thus  we  have  given  a  very  brief  difappointed  all  their  projects,  and 
/ketch  of  the  interelting  difcudions  baffled  ail  their  hopes;  they  mult 
which  took  place  on  thefe  extraor-  have  felt  that  the  itorms  of  public 
dinary  bills;  for  to  have  entered  indignation  WTere  filently  gathering, 
at  length  into  the  arguments  em-  as  taxes  and  mifery  increased ;  and 
ployed  by  the  feveral  fpeakers  a  meafure  of  the  nature  of  thefe 
would  have  occupied  nearly  the  bills,  aided  by  the  inc.reafe  of  the 
whole  portion  of  this  work  which  military  force,  they  apprehended 
is  devoted  to  hiftorical  detail-,  to  be  the  molt  certain  rampart 
That  a  meafure  of  this  nature  was  which  they  could  raife  for  their 
in  the  contemplation  of  miniftry  own  protection, 
long  previous  to  the  outrages  on  his  In  the  event  there  is  reafon 
majefty,  is  evident,  not  only  from  to  believe  they  have  been  dif- 
the  unguarded  declaration  of  Mr.  appointed.  The  general  outcrv 
Dundas,  but  from  the  general  te-  which  was  railed  throughout  the 
flour  of  the  debates,  and  flill  more  nation  againli  this  flagrant  innova- 

*  See  the  proceedings  at  length,  w  ith  an  accurate  account  of  all  the  public  meeting.;, 
lit  a  u  Hiftory  of  Two  Acts,  &c.”  publifhed  in  179b.  The  prefatory  tc  Remarks  on  the 
State  of  Parties,  &c.”  prefixed  to  that  work,  is  one  of  the  bell  and  moll  candid  politi¬ 
cal  difquifitions  that  ever  appeared. 
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tion  on  the  ancient  laws  and  conffi- 
tutio'n  of  the  realm,  could  not  fail 
to  convince  them  that  the  meafure 
was  impracticable ;  and  they  pro¬ 
bably  would  have  retraced,  could 
they  have  done  it  with  a  becoming 
grace.  The  alterations  which  they 
admitted  in  the  bills,  the  limitation 
in  one  of  them  as  to  the  time  of  its 
continuing  in  force,  and  the  mo¬ 
derate  tone  affumed  by  their  fup- 
porters  without  doors,  particularly 
by  the  affociated  merchants  and 
bankers  of  London,  leave  little 


room  to  doubt  of  this  fact.  A  dill 
dronger  circumflance  is  their  hav- 
ing  never  yet  dared  to  truft  a  jury 
with  a  fingle  decidon  upon  thefe 
new  acts,  though  cafes  have  cer¬ 
tainly  occurred  in  which  indict¬ 
ments  might  have  been  framed  upon 
them.  The  acts  remain,  therefore, 
as  was  predicted  (we  think  by  lord 
Thurlow),  a  dead  letter  upon  the 
ftatute-book  ;  and  will  undoubtedly 
be  brufhed  away  as  ufelefs  lumber, 
on  any  change  of  adminidration. 


CHAP.  II. 

Abstract  of  his  Majefty's.  Speech  at  the  Opening  of  the  Soft  on.  Debates  on 
the  Addrfls — In  the  Commons — In  the  Lords.  Committee  on  the  high  Price 
of  Com.  Bill  renewed  for  allowing  a  free  Importation.  Motions  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  refuelling  the  Corn  Laws ,  &V.  Debate  on 
thefe  Motions.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  high  Price'  of  Grain . 
Bounty  on  Importation  of  Corn  moved  for  by  Mr.  Pitt.  Bill  enabling  Over- 
Jeers  to  extend  Relief  to  the  Poor  at  their  own  Houfcs.  Mr.  Mfliit  bread' s 
Motion  for  raifng  the  IP  ages  of  Labourers.  Negatived  by  the  Interference 
and  Influence  of  Mr.  Pitt.  Engagement  entered  into  by  fever  al  Members  of 
loth  Houfes  to  reduce  the  Confumpticn  of  Wheat  Flour  in  their  Families, 


Motion  of  Sir  John  Sinclair  for  the 

IN  the  preceding  chapter,  the 
meeting  of  parliament,  on  the 
29th  of  OClober,  was  noticed,  as 
well  as  the  extraordinary  circum- 
dances  which  attended  his  majefty’s 
prog  re  ft  to  and  from  the  houfe  of 
lords.  The  fpeech  from  the  throne 
opened  by  dating  his  majefty’s  fa- 
tisiaCtion  that  the  general  fituation 
of  affairs,  not  w  it:  (landing  many 
events  unfavourable  to  the  common 
caufe,  was  materially  improved. 
The  Fr  nch  had  in  Italy  been  driv- 
e  \  back,  and  were  checked  on  the 
Tide  of  Germany.  Their  luccefles, 
and  the  treaties  of  peace  they  had 
entered  into,  were  Lr  from  corn- 
pen  fating  the  evils  they  differed 
from  the  continuance  of  war;  and 
the  unparalleled  embarrafTment  and 
diftrefs  of  their  internal  fituation 


Cultivation  of  wafle  Lands'. 

appeared  to  have  produced  in  them 
an  impreffmn,  that  their  only  re¬ 
lief  mud  refult  from  peace  and  a 
fettled  government.  The  ends  in 
which  they  now  were,  mud  proba¬ 
bly  produce  confequences  impor¬ 
tant  to  the  intereds  of  Europe.  If 
this  crifis  terminated  in  any  thing 
affording  a  reafonable  expectation 
of  fecurity  in  any  treaty,  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  difpofition  to  treat  for 
peace  on  jud  and  fuitable.  terms 
would,  his  majefty  added,  be  met 
on  his  part  with  an  earned  defire 
to  give  it  the  fpeedied  effect.  The 
acceleration  of  this  defirable  end 
required,  however,  that  we  diould 
prove  our  ability  to  profecute  the 
war,  till  we  could  conclude  it  in  a 
peace  fuited  to  the  jurtice  of  our 
caufe,  and  the  fituation  of  the  ene¬ 
my* 
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my.  To  this  end  the  mod  vigor¬ 
ous  naval  preparations  were  making 
for  fecuring  our  fuperi  rity,  and 
carrying  on  our  exertions  in  the 
Weft  Indies.  The  hoft iliries  com¬ 
mitted  by  the  United  Provinces 
had,  his  majefty  obferved,  obliged 
him  to  treat  them  as  at  war  with  this 
country.  The  northern  fleet  had 
received  the  moft  active  affiftance 
.from  the  emprefs  of  RufTia.  Treaties 
of  defenfive  alliance  had  been  en¬ 
tered  into  with  the  two  imperial 
courts,  and  the  American  treaty  of 
commerce  had  been  exchanged.  The 
commons' were  informed,  that, 44  fur¬ 
ther  additions  to  the  heavy  burdens 
which  had  been  unavoidably  im- 
pofed  on  the  people,”  would  be  ne- 
ceflary.  But  this  preffure  would  be 
alleviated  by  the  flourifhing  ftate  of 
commerce  and  manufactures,  and 
our  expences  being  lefTened  by  the 
prefent  circumftances  of  the  war. 
The  addrefs  to  both  houfes  of  par¬ 
liament  concluded  with  a  lhort  view 
of  the  meafuresneceffary  to  betaken 
refpedting  the  deficiency  of  grain. 

From  the  b.ufinefs  which,  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  delivery  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fpeech,  took  place  in  the 
houfe  of  lords,  refpe&ing  the  out¬ 
rages  he  had  that  day  received,  the 
debate  on  the  addrefs  firft  took 
place  in  the  commons.  The  addrefs 
was  moved  by  lord  Dalkehh,  and 
feconded  by  the  honourable  Mr. 
Stewart.  "  Thefe'  gentlemen  con¬ 
curred  with  the  fpeech  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty  refpefting  the  improved  xitu- 
ation  of  public  affairs.  The  ad¬ 
vantages  gained  by  the  enemy  on 
the  continent  were,  they  conceived, 
pretty  equally  balanced  by  their 
Ioffes  in  other  quarters.  And  though, 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  our  profperity 
had  not  been  eminently  conipicu- 


u 

important.  The  -nnanc.es  and  the 
energy  of  France  were  Rated  by  Mr. 
Stewart  to  be  nearly  exhaufted ;  their 
expences  fo  enormous,  as  not  long 
to  be  fupported  ;  and  their  means 
of  railing  fupplies  to  the  difburfe- 
ments,  exadflv  in  the  ratio  of  fe- 

j  _ 

venty  to  one.  i  he  fvftem  of  terror 
he  conlidered  as  no  longer  exifting 
under  the  prefent  government  of 
France.  Our  laft  campaign  had  not 
been  indeed  attended  by  brilliant  fuc- 
cefs  ;  but  our  exertions  had  been  ufe- 
ful  in  forcing  the  enemy  to  adopt  un- 
juftifiable  means  for  the  fupport  of 
an  unjuftifiable  fyftem,  which  ne- 
ceftarily  tended  to  its  own  deftruc- 
tion,  and  to  weaken  them  by  the 
victories  it  enabled  them  to  obtain  j 
Their  incapacity  to  injure  was  our 
belt  guarantee;  and  to  this  point  we 
were  reducing  them  !  He  next  def- 
canted,  in  mold  extraordinary  terms, 
upon  the  unimpaired  fituation  of 
our  refources.  No  where  were  our 
people  deprived  of  the  comforts  of 
life  by  the  e-ffefts  of  war !  Monied 
men  were  ready  to  lend  the  fums 
neceftary  for  the  exigencies  of  go¬ 
vernment.  There  were  ftill  many 
good  objects  of  taxation  for  the  pre¬ 
fent  year ;  and  the  exijling  faxes,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  national  debt,  were 
ill  & /late  of  liquidation!  Wiii'ie  he 
lamented  the  defection  of  fome  of 
our  allies  from  the  general  caufe, 
fome  argument  might  be  ufed  in 
their  justification  ;  they  had*  not 
made  peace  till  France  had  aban¬ 
doned  her  fyftem  of  interference 
in  foreign  Rates.  Clofe  to  the 
frontiers  of  an  enemy  on  one  hand? 
and  with  a  fufpicious  friend  on  the 
other,  their  exillence  was  endanr 
gered.  This  had  been  the  fituation 
of  Hanover :  the  different  fituation 


of  that  country  from  this,  requ ir- 
ous,  vet  the  profpeeft  there  was  ed  a  different  fyftem  of  poliev. 
promifing;  and  in  the  Eaft  Indies  Fortune,  not  the  arms  of  France^ 
our  fucceffes  had  been  uniform  and  had  conquered  Holland;  and  the 
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flow  operation  of  the  principles  of 
the  French  in  that  country  indi¬ 
cated  their  probable  fhort  pofteflion 
of  it. 

The  word  fatisf action ,  which  had 
occurred  fo  early  in  the  fpeech  from 
the  throne,  excited  the  furprize  of 
Mr.  Sheridan.  As  the  fpeech  of 
the  minifter,  he  profefied  his  in¬ 
tention  to  exercife  his  right,  as  a 
member  of  parliament,  to  examine 
it  freely.  To  be  fancied  with  every 
'thing,  was  efteemed  a  mark  of  piety 
and  chriftian  relignation  ;  certainly, 
then,  miniflers  were  the  moji  pious 
men  in  the  world.  They  were  fa- 
tisned  with  the  improvement  of  our 
fituation  fince  laft  year.  It  was  {fat¬ 
ed  that  a  check  had  been  received  by 
the  French  in  Italy  ;  but  it  was  for¬ 
gotten  that  at  that  period  the  repub¬ 
licans  had  not  penetrated  into  Italy. 
It  was  Iikewife  faid,  thooigh  only 
on  the  authority  of  a  French  news¬ 
paper,  that  the  army  on  the  Rhine 
had  been  forced  to  retire.  The  ar¬ 
my,  however,  had  not  lafl  year 
crofted  the  Rhine,  and  now  were 
only  prevented  from  advancing  to 
the  Danube,  and  obliged  to  limit 
their  progrefs  on  the  German  fide 
of  the  Rhine.  The  war  with  Hol¬ 
land  might  perhaps  be  confidered, 
by  miniflers,  as  an  improvement 
of  our  fituation !  The  feceftions 
from  the  confederacy  againft  France, 
and  the  progrefs  from  fcarcity, 
with  which  we  were  formerly 
threatened,  to  an  acknowledged  fa¬ 
mine,  might  increafe  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  the  miniiler.  From  a  re¬ 
view  of  the  fpeeches  made  by  his 
majefty  at  the  opening  of  the  two 
laft  and  of  the  prefent  feflion,  Mr. 
Sheridan  inferred,  that  peace  appear¬ 
ed  more  than  ever  at  a  diftance.  He 
ridiculed  the  idea  of  the  affiflance 
to  be  expedled  from  the  fleet  of  the 
emprefs,  which  came  not  to  afford 


any  cordial  co-operation,  but  to 
eat  Englifli  meat,  and  to  learn  Eng- 
lifhdifcipline.  If,  as  had  been  Rated, 
general  difeontent  would  produce 
fome  change  in  the  fituation  of 
French  affairs,  and  lead  to  a  better 
order  of  things,  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land  were,  by  their  fufferings  and 
calamity,  in  a  high  road  to  its  at¬ 
tainment.  Mr.  Sheridan  next  cen- 
lured  the  delay  in  the  failing  of  the 
Well  India  armament,  and  the  dif- 
aflers  encountered  by  the  emigrants 
in  their  expeditions  to  Noirmontier 
and  Poitou.  Britifb  blood  did  not, 
indeed,  flow  in  thefe  expeditions; 
but  Britifl;  honour  bled  at  every 
pore.  A  defperate  effort  was,  he 
obferved,  to  be  made  for  faving 
the  iflands.  In  Martinique  there 
was  only  one  regiment  of  effedlive 
men,  though  the  nominal  force  was 
fix  regiments.  Hedoubtedthe  po¬ 
licy  of  extending  our  Weft  India 
poffeflions,  as  draining  this  country 
of  what  it  could  leaft  fpare,— men. 
Fifteen  thoufand  troops  had  been 
landed  in  St.  Domingo,  of  which 
one  thoufand  five  hundred  had  been 
fent  to  Grenada;  and  of  thefe,  in 
four  months,  fourteen  officers  and 
four  hundred  men  had  been  loft. 
They  were  packed  in  hofpitals,  in 
the  mod  deplorable  fttuations ;  and, 
by  unaccountable  negligence  in  the 
different  departments,  were  depriv¬ 
ed  of  the  aid  both  of  medicines 
and  furgeons.  From  inattention  in 
providing  tranfports,  ninety  inftead 
of  forty  were  put  on  board  each 
flip.  It  was  in  vain,  he  faid,  to 
conned!  the  pofiibility  of  negotia¬ 
tion  with  any  new  occurrences : 
this  pretext  ftiewed  that  the  objed! 
of  the  confeft  was  to  reftore  the  de- 
fpotifm  of  France.  He  called  upon 
minifters  to  difcover,  like  the  king 
of  Pruftia,  what  government  the 
French  armies  obeyed3  and  to  ne- 
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gotiate  with  that  as  he  had  done, 
as  Spain  had  done,  and  as  the  elec¬ 
tor  of  Hanover  had  done. 

The  declaration  of  Louis  XVIII. 
was  fuppofed  to  be  penned  in  this 
country,  with  the  concurrence  and 
under  the  direction  of  minifters. 
He  thought  thofe  who  advifed  his 
majefty  to  fpill  the  blood  of  this 
country  for  the  reftoration  of  de- 
fpotifm  in  France,  were  as  great 
traitors  to  their  country  as  the  mi- 
nifter  of  Charles  II.  who  advifed 
him  to  enter  into  the  pay  of  that 
country.  Leagues  with  the  de¬ 
spotic  monarchs  of  France  expelled 
thehoufe  of  Stuart  from  this  coun¬ 
try  :  and  indeed,  could  any  league 
be  more  deftruCiive  to  its  interefts 
than  one  with  the  houfe  of  Bour¬ 
bon,  which  had  ever  been  the  in¬ 
veterate  enemy  of  Great  Britain,  of 
its  liberty,  and  its  commerce  ?  Fie 
could  not,  he  faid,  move  any  a- 
mendment  to  an  add  refs  which  he 
difapproved  in  toto ,  but  would  fe¬ 
cund  one  which  embraced  three 
points,  fir  ft,  that  the  people 
fhould  not  be  burthened  with  taxes 
to  fupport  the  delufive  views  of 
minifters  in  the  reftoration  of  the 
monarchy  of  France,  or  till  fome 
form  of  government  fhould  be  e- 
ftablifhed  which  they  may  not  ima¬ 
gine  incapable  of  maintaining  the 
accuftomed  relations  of  peace  and 
amity — that  a  ftriCt  inquiry  fhould 
be  inftituted  into  the  conduCt  of 
minifters  in  the  profecution  of  the 
war — and  that  the  moft  fpeedy  ter¬ 
mination  fhould  be  put  to  it,  by 
declaring  a  willingnefs  to  treat 
with  France. 

Mr.  Jenkinfon  confidered  the 
prefent  time  as  extremely  improper 
for  negotiation,  and  recapitulated 
the  ufual  arguments  for  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  war,  the  conduct 
of  which  was,  he  faid,  to  be  de¬ 
fended  by  examining  its  effects 
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upon  the  fentiments  of  the  people 
in  the  interior,  or  by  the  preffure 
of  an  external  force  effecting  a 
change  in  their  temper  and  incli¬ 
nations.  The  latter  of  thefe  objects 
had  fucceeded  ;  and  the  principles 
of  the  new  conftitution  had  fixed 
civil  liberty  upon  much  more  rea- 
fonable  foundations  than  it  flood  at 
the  commencement  <$>f  the  war. 
Should  it  be  reduced  to  practice, 
the  objections  to  the  fluctuating 
nature  of  their  government  would 
be  removed.  That  we  had  fuc¬ 
ceeded  in  repelling  the  dangers 
which  threatened  us,  was  certain. 
The  fuccejjes  pf  the  war  had  excited 
various  royalift  infurrections  ;  and 
from  thefe  one  of  three  alternatives 
was  to  have  been  expeCted, — either 
that  the  enemy  would  have  been 
unable  to  oppofe  the  allies, — that  a 
counter  revolution  would  have  been 
effected, — or  that  a  civil  war  would 
have  burft  forth.  Unfortunately, 
however,  the  fyftem  of  terror  under 
Robefpierre  took  place  :  but  that 
this  gained  ground  in  confequence 
of  the  war,  he  ftrenuoufly  denied. 
It  tended  to  abridge  that  fyfrem, 
and  the  miferies  it  produced  in 
France.  The  determination  of  the 
French  to  retain  Holland,  was,  he 
thought,  an  infuperable  obftacle 
to  an  immediate  peace;  and  the  re¬ 
medy  for  her  enormous  acquijitions 
was  to  endeavour  in  another  quar¬ 
ter  to  obtain  fomething  to  change 
or  to  compenfate.  A  few  months 
might  place  us  in  a  fituation  to 
treat  with  greater  advantage.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  war,"  he  had 
equally  wifhed  and  expeCted  the 
reftoration  of  the  emigrants,  and 
of  the  monarchy  of  France  ;  and 
this  he  thought,  if  attainable,  a  fair 
fubject  of  war,  but  believed  it  was 
not.  In  the  cou rfe  of  his  fpeech, 
Mr.  Jenkinfon  entered  into  a  de¬ 
fence  of  his  former  affertions  re¬ 
flecting 
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ipe&ing  11  the  march  to  Paris, ,lT 
■which  had  been  attacked  by  Mr. 
Sheridan,  and  did  not  think  the 
overthrow  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  fo  chimerical  as  had  been 
inferred  :  the  defeat  of  the  fcheme 
was  in  a  great  part  attributable  to 
the  want  of  fidelity  and  exertion  in 
the  allies. 

General  Tarleton  confidered  the 
fpeech  of  his  majefty,  and  the  ar¬ 
guments  that  had  taken  place  npoh 
it,  as  far  from  fatisfacftorv.  Little 
confolation  arofe,  he  thought,  to 
ns,  from  the  prevention  of  the  in- 
wafion  of  Italy.  The  troop's  lately 
employed  again  ft  Spain  would  pro¬ 
bably  now  be  directed  againft  Italv. 
He  cenfured  his  imperial  majefty 
for  neglecting  to  fortify  Luxem- 
burg.  As  a  military  man,  he  in¬ 
dulged  very  faint  hopes  of  the 
Weft-India  expedition,  and  thought 
it  as  eafy  to  fnbdue  the  united 
ftates  of  America  as  St.  Domingo. 
He  pointedly  blamed  the  conduct 
of  the  expedition  to  Quibefon,  and 
the  minifters,  if  they  had  any  part 
in  the  weaknefs  and  infamy  of  that 
tranfaCtion.  The  prefent  fcarcity 
was  attributed  by  the  general  in  a 
great  degree  to  the  lofs  which  agri¬ 
cultural  employments’  fuftained 
from  the  rnillions  of  men  who  were 
now  engaged  in  war,  particularly  in 
.Brabant,  on  the  borders  of  the 
Rhine,  and  in  the  fertile  fields  of 
Poland.  Our  late  allies,  the  king 
of  Spain  and  prince  of  Hefte  Caftel, 
had  left  us  to  ruin  France  by  our- 
felves.  To  effect  this,  we  mull  ruin 
ourfelves.  ‘4  Away,  then,”  faid  the 
general,  “  with  fophiftry  !  away  with 
delufion  !  away  with  all  the  agents 
of  a  corrupt  and  profligate  admi- 
niftration  !”  A  j.uftly  incenfed  ene¬ 
my  would  not  probably  give  terms 
when  we  chofe  to  demand  them  ; 
perhaps  might  not  even  confent  to 
the  meafpres  we  propofe  ;  we  rauft 


adopt  a  new  fyftem,  appoint  new 
minifters,  and  adopt  an  energy 
fuitable  to  our  embarraftments. 

Mr.  Fox  cenfured  the  fpeech, 
and  the  minifters  by  whom  it  was 
written.  It  was  not,  he  faid,  e- 
nough  that  they  fhould  for  three 
years  perfift  in  a  war  for  miferable 
fpeculation,  add  one  hundred  mil¬ 
lions  of  debt  to  the  capital,  load 
the  people  with  four  millions  per 
annum,  of  permanent  taxes,  and 
make  them  feel  all  the  miferies  of 
fcarcity,  but  they  muft  be  infulted 
by  the  falfehood  of  being  told  11  their 
filiation  was  improved.”  How 
improved  ?  It  could  not  be  flievvn 
from  the  fucceffes  of  the  Auftrian 
army.  After  the  loan  voted  to  the 
emperor,  and  the  pretences  upon 
which  it  was  granted,  the  people 
were  told  that  it  was  an  improve¬ 
ment  of  their  Situation,  that  the 
French  had  been  recently  obliged 
to  retreat  from  pofts  of  which  they 
were  not  in  pofteflion  at  the  time 
of  the  guarantee.  Was  it  an  im¬ 
provement,  that  they  had  extended 
their  dominions  beyond  the  Rhine, 
had  got  Manheim,  and  over-fun  the 
greater  part  of  the  Palatinate  ?  Was 
it  becaufe  the  French  had  not  over¬ 
run 'Italy,  that  our  fituation  was 
improved  ?  Mr.  Fox  fpoke  in 
ftrong  terms  of  the  lofty  difdain 
with  which  he  had  been  treated  the 
preceding  feffions,  on  occafion  of 
his  predictions  respecting  the  fcar¬ 
city  of  grain.  When  another  gen- 
tleman  (Mr.  Huftey),  at  a  later  pe¬ 
riod,  and  upon  certain  information, 
nfed  the  fame  forcible  diftuafive 
againft  war,  he  was  rebuked  for  a 
fuggcftion  which  was  treated  as 
unfounded  in  faCt.  Was  the  veri¬ 
fication  of  thole  warnings  an  im- 
provement  ?  The  fufferings  of 
the  poor  he  ftated  to  be  extreme. 
Oh!  but  Fra  nee  was  reduced  to  un¬ 
paralleled  diftrefs,  and  this  was  our 

com- 
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comfort!  He  would  not  quarrel 
about  words;  but  he  mud  notice 
the  ft  range  logic,  44  that  the  people 
of  this  country  were  to  be  told  that 
this  unparalleled  di. ft  refs  of  the 
French  was  owing  to  the  war, 
whereas  the  diftreifes  in  England 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it.”  The 
depreciation  of  paper  currency  in 
France  had  been,  he  faid,  the  in- 
ceflant  ftory  with  which  the  par¬ 
liament  and  the  people  had  been 
deluded  from  the  beginning  of  the 
warl  Two  years  ago,  the  afligna<s 
were  faid  to  be  at  a  dffcount  of  Bo 
per  cent,  and  this  appeared  to  be 
tantamount  to  extinction ;  but  wheh 
experience  and  practice  were  re¬ 
garded,  when  the  example  of  Ame¬ 
rica  was  referred  to,  an  enlightened 
ftatefman  would  hefitate  before  he 
prefumed  to  delude  his  country  by 
building  upon  fuch  an  hypothefis. 
Accordingly,  France  had  added  an¬ 
other  leftbn  to  that  of  America. 
France,  which  was  reduced  to  fuch 
a  ftate  of.  weaknefs  as  to  be  an  eafy 
prey, — France,  who  in  June  laft, 
was  faid  to  be  gafping  in  her  laft 
agonies, — France,  fince  the  date  of 
this  expiring  agony,  had  made  the 
moft  brilliant  campaign  that  the 
hiftory  of  mankind  exhibited.  Such 
agonies  excited  his  fears:  and  furely 
no  man  of  common  fenfe,  after 
fuch  an  iffue  to  this  kind  of  rea foil¬ 
ing,  would  again  calculate  upon 
fuccefs  from  the  depreciation  of 
tlieir  paper.  Another  argument 
ufed  was,  that  the  French  were  fo 
deftitute  of  provifions,  as  to  be 
obliged  to  unload  the  ftiips  at  Breft 
to  fupply  Paris  with  bread.  But 
what  mu  ft  be  their  feelings  of  a 
caufe  in  which  they  had  engaged, 
that  could,  under  fuch  a  p  re  flu  re  cf 
fc^rcity,  roufe  them  to  fuch  exer¬ 
tions?.  From  a  minute  invefti- 
gation  of  the  fpeech,  Mr.  Fox  ob- 
ferved  that  if  held  out  to  the  coun¬ 


try  even  lefs  hopes  of  peace  thaq. 
his  majefty’s  fpeech  the  preceding 
year.  At  no  period  of  the  revo¬ 
lution  might  it  not  have  been  e- 
quaky  faid,  44  that  it  would  produce 
confequences  highly  important  to 
the  interefts  of  Europe.”  Mr.  Fox 
noticed  the  annual  attempts  he  had 
made  to  induce  a  negotiation,  and 
defirecl  to  know  whether  our  per- 
verfe  continuance  in  the  proud  de¬ 
nial  that  it  was  a  p  oper  time  to  ne¬ 
gotiate,  had  bettered  our  fituation? 
On  the  contrary,  he  faid,  the  prac¬ 
ticability  of  peace  upon  fafe  and 
honourable  terms  had  become  more 
hopeiefs.  He  hoped  the  gentle¬ 
man  who  admitted  the  reftoration 
of  the  emigrants  and  of  the  houfe 
of  Bourbon  to  be  hopeiefs,  and  that 
minifters  were  convinced  that  it 
was  prudent  to  calculate  the  value 
of  an  object,  and  not  to  purfue  it, 
however  defirable,  beyond  the  ra¬ 
tional  hope  of  obtainment,  fpoke 
from  authority.  If  the  difafters  of 
the  war  had  produced  this  con¬ 
viction  in  minifters,  however  he 
lamented  the  calamity  which  pro¬ 
duced  this  reftoration  to  reafon,  he 
ftiould  think  our  fituation  improv¬ 
ed.  The  expedition  to  Quiberon 
was,  he  fuppofed,  one  caufe  of  this 
conviction.  Mr.  Fox,  with  an  un¬ 
common  glo\fr  of  expreffion  and 
energy  of  manner,  reprobated  this 
ill-fated  expedition,  and  the  favage 
barbarity  of  denying  to  the  gallant 
and  dying  Sombreuiltheconfolation 
of  publishing  his  letter.  Yet,  in 
defiance  of  this  leflbn,  he  obferved, 
another  expedition  was  framed  to 
1’Ille  Dieu,  which,  if  carried  into 
effedt  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
firft,  would  have  been  equally  dif- 
aftrous.  He  pointedly  noticed  the 
inconfiftency  of  minifters  in  fum- 
moning  Belleifle  to  furrender  in  the 
name  of  Louis  XVIIJ.  Had  Belle¬ 
ifle  or  Noirmontier  yielded  to  this 
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fummons,  we  rrvuft  have  landed  and 
taken  poffiffion  of  them  in  the 
pame  of  Louis  XVIII.  and  pledged 
ourfelvesto  reftore  him  to  his  rights, 
which  would  have  reduced  us  to  the 
alternative  of  abandoning  the  prince 
and  his  followers  with  infamy,  or 
of  profecuting  his  caufe  with  de- 
fpair,  as  this  was  a  hopelefs  caufe. 
He  ridiculed  with  much  force  the 
arguments  fupported  by  the  diffe¬ 
rent  fpeakers  in  the  debate  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  tiie  war.  They  were,  he 
faid,  theories  which  might  luit  well 
for  a  literary  or  political  difputant, 
and  be  amuflng  in  a  club-room  or 
a  pamphlet ;  but  for  a  man  to  under¬ 
take  the  office  of  a  ftatefman,  and 
to  bring  fuch  theories  into  practice, 
was  an  outrage,  not  only  upon  com¬ 
mon  fenfe,  but  upon  moral  duty. 
Mr.  Fox  commented  upon  the  ex¬ 
treme  folly  of  entering  into  a  war 
againft  opinions,  He  contended, 
that,  at  every  moment  from  the 
commencement  of  the  war  to  the 
prefent  time,  minifters  might  have 
negotiated  upon  better  terms  with 
the  French  than  they  now  could, 
and  that  our  relative  fltuation  had 
been  gradually  growing  worfe.  He 
pointed  out  feveral  periods  when, 
according  to  the  language  held  out 
by  minifters,  it  might  have  been 
prudent  and  confident  to  treat. 
Yet,  when  a  motion  was  made  for 
this  purpofe  on  the  26th  of  Janu¬ 
ary  laft,  which  it  was  not  conve¬ 
nient  diredly  to  oppofe,  an  amend¬ 
ment  was  moved,  that  they  were 
ready  to  enter  into  a  negotiation 
whenever  a  government  was  efta- 
blifhed  capable  of  maintaining  the 
accuftomed  relations  of  amity  and 
peace.  Was  negotiation  offered 
when  fsch  a  government  appeared  ? 
It  was  proved  that  France  did  main¬ 
tain  fuch  relations,  fince  Pruffia, 
Spain,  many  of  the  ftates  of  Ger¬ 
many,  aiid  even  the  eledtor  of  Ha¬ 
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nover,  had  made  peace  with  her. 
Mr.  Fox  ridiculed  the  idea  of  wait¬ 
ing  to  treat  till  there  was  fon}e  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  new  conftitution  of 
France, fince  experience  had  proved 
that  neither  the  changes  of  men  nor 
of  conftitutionsaffedled  the  engage¬ 
ments  they  had  formed  with  foreign 
countries.  It  was,  he  faid,  idle  to 
talk  of  the  theory  of  a  conftitution 
being  a  dependance  for  the  ob- 
fervance  of  a  treaty:  if  a  rational 
treaty  was  made,  and  it  was  the  jnte- 
reft  of  the  parties  to  keep  it,  that  was 
the  only  true  and  wife  dependance 
for  the  continuance  of  peace.  The 
offer  of  negotiation,  he  thought, 
ought  to  come  from  us,  as  having 
made  declarations  which  flood  in 
the  way  of  negotiation.  This  was 
neither  the  time  nor  the  place  to 
fettle  the  terms  of  peace.  The 
terms  in  every  negotiation  mu  ft 
certainly  depend  upon  the  relative 
fltuation  of  the  parties ;  but  he  could 
nor  admit  of  the  eternal  evaflon, 
that  one  year  we  were  too  high  to 
treat,  another  year  we  were  too 
low  ;  and  thus  war  was  prolonged 
without  one  calculation,  whether 
the  expence  of  continuing  it  for 
one  year  was  not  more  than  the 
difference  of  terms  to  be  expedled 
between  a  good  and  bad  relative 
fltuation.  We  were  now  left  with 
one  ally,  and  that  ally  mull  be 
bribed  to  continue.  Adverting  to 
the  apprehended  fcarcity,  Mr.  Fox 
faid  it  was  an  infult  upon  common 
feme  to  urge  that  war  and  military 
expeditions  did  not  in  their  nature 
aggravate  fcarcity.  The  quantity 
of  increafed  confumption,  without 
taking  into  account  the  quantities 
damaged  and  loft,  was  immenfee 
Had  government,  purfuingthe  ex¬ 
ample  of  France,  unloaded  the 
tranfports  that  were  fent  to  Quibe- 
ron,  they  would  have  done  more 
towards  alleviating  the  Scarcity  than 
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all  the  corn  which  their  agents  im» 
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ported.  Again  adverting  to  his 
majefty’s  fpeech,  Mr.  Fox  obferved, 
that  when  he  had  firil  mentioned 
negotiating  with  the  French,  it  was 
faid,  What,  would  you  negotiate 
with  men  about  to  {tain  their  hands 
with  the  blood  of  their  fovere-ign  ? 
Yet,  if  the  prefent  fpeech  meant 
any  thing,  it  meant  that  with  thefe 
very  men  minifters  would  have  no 
objection  to  treat,  and  even  with 
Taliien,  who  had  dipped  his  hands 
in  royal  blood.  He  ended  by  mov¬ 
ing  an  amendment,  which,  after 
enumerating  the  circumftances  of 
our  difaftrous  campaign,  and  hat¬ 
ing,  from  experience,  that  the 
French  were  abie  to  maintain  the 
accuftomed  relations  of  peace  and 
amity  with  other  nations,  prayed 
his  majefty  that  fuch  terms  of  peace 
fhould  be  offered  to  the  French  re¬ 
public  as  fhould  be  confident  with 
the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  with 
the  fecurity  and  interests  of  the 
people. 

This  amendment  was  confidered 
by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
as  merely  the  mockery  of  returning 
to  a  hate  of  fecurity  and  peace. 
He  vindicated  the  firh  proportion 
contained  in  his  majefty  *s  fpeech. 
The  period  comprifed  in  this  pro- 
ofition  contained,  he  faid,  the  fpace 
etween  the  opening  of  the  lah 
fehion  of  parliament  and  the  pre- 
fent'moment  ;  and  he  expreffed  his 
fatisfa&ion  in  the  prefent  hate  of 
fecurity  compared  to  that  ten 
months  ago.  His  grounds  ofYatis- 
faftion  were,  he  faid,  that,  allowing 
Jor  the  vi  ft  cries  arid  advantages  ob¬ 
tained  by  the  enemy ,  and  for  all  the 
calamities  which  had  befallen  this 
country  or  our  allies,  the  houfe,  from 
looking  at  the  prefent  principles  of 
the- war,  muh  obferve  the  grounds 
of  his  fatisfadtion,  and  the  hate  of 
our  improveynent !  \  They  could 
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not  but  perceive  the  enemy’s  re¬ 
duced  means  of  profecuting  the 
war.  They  were  now  in  a  fitu- 
ation  to  afford  us  fair  profpe&s  of 
their  being  foon  perhaps  more  ca¬ 
pable  of  giving  reafonabie  fecurity 
of  engagements  of  peace.  They 
felt  a  greater  neceffity  for  peace* 
and  were  more  difpofed  to  it.  Their 
reduc'd  means  were  demon hrable  : 
at  the  commencement  of  the  lah: 
feffion  the  value  of  afiignats  was 
from  20  to  25  per  cent,  they  were 
now  only  one  and  a  half  per  cent, 
they  were  at  prefent  only  one  ftx- 
teenth  of  their  value  ten  months 
ago.  The  prodigality  of  their  fyf- 
tem  forced  into  circulation  be¬ 
tween  6  and  7  milliards,  which  was 
equal  to  280  millions  herling ;  this 
was  three  or  four  times  more  than 
the  amount  of  all  the  money  in 
France  in  its  richeft  ftate,  and 
which  its  commerce  wanted  for  its 
circulating  medium .  The  French 
had,  he  faid,  now  afiignats  in  cir¬ 
culation  to  the  amount  of  720  mil¬ 
lions  herling,  and  the  number  was 
frill  increafing;  they  had  therefore 
to  face  another  campaign  under 
thefe  circumftances ;  and,  were  the 
other  powders  of  Europe  to  put  them 
to  the  hard  neceffity  of  trying  the 
experiment,  he  believed  that  the 
prodigal  refources  of  their  fyftem 
could  riot  be  fupported  without  the 
reftoration  of  the  fyftem  of  terror. 
Mr.  Pitt  allowed  the  advantages  de¬ 
rived  by  the  enemy  from  the  equi¬ 
vocal  conduct  of  Pruffia,  and  the 
difbanding  of  the  armies  withdrawn 
from  Spain.  But  it  was  to  be  ob¬ 
ferved,  that,  for  every  pound  fter- 
ling  formerly  paid  to  each  man  in 
fuch  an  army,  fixtecn  pounds  fter- 
Iing  mu  ft  be  given  at  the  beginning 
of  the  prefent  year.  After  urging 
a  variety  of  arguments  to  prove  the 
ruinous  filiation  of  their  refources, 
Mr.  Pitt  obferved  that  thefe  re¬ 
fources 
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fources  might  laft  a  longer  or  a 
Sorter  time  before  they  produced 
their  final  effeCl  ;  but  they  had  in 
them  the  feeds  of  decay,  and  the 
inevitable  caufe  of  a  violent  diffo- 
lution.  The  remedies, propofed  in 
France  for  this  evil  were  not  lefs 
ruinous;  and  the  Ioffes  they  fuftain- 
ed  in  commerce  and  manufactures 
•were  enormous.  He  admitted  the 
fucceffes  of  the  French  on  ithe 
Rhine,  the  calamitous  fate  of  the 
expedition  to  Qui heron,  and  that 
the  enemy  had  been  only  kept  on 
the  defensive  on  the  fide  of  Italy; 
but  ftill  the  internal  fituation  of 
France  was  moft  wretched  and  de¬ 
plorable.  On  the  mifchiefs  of 
■paper  currency  he  again  expatiated — 
if  the  affignats  were  taken  out  of 
circulation,  the  French  could  not 
command  the  labour  of  their  own 
fubje&s  either  for  civil  or  military 
operations.  To  many  perfons  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  ft  ate,  they  had  been 
obliged  to  allot  a  number  of  necef- 
fary  articles  in  kind.  They  had 
-alfo  been  compelled  to  add  one  fe- 
venth  in  money  to  the  daily  pay  of 
the  foldiers,  who  thus  received  ten 
times  the  amount  of  their  pay  in 
affignats.  When  he  confidered 
their  total  inability  to  carry  on  the 
war  for  another  campaign,  he  could 
not  doubt  but  the  fituation  of  things 
yyas  materially  improved  !  !  !  j 

There.  w;ere,  Mr.  Pitt  laid,  many 
circumftances  in  the  prefent  fitu¬ 
ation  of  France  favourable  to  a  dif- 
polition  to  treat  for  peace,  though 
it  was  a  queftion  whether  they  were 
iuffiqient  to  make  it  advifabi.e  or 
pra&icable  to  treat.  The  prefent 
government  of  France  was  praifed 
verv  highly  by  him,  compared  with 
the*  preceding  forms  ;  but  he  ftill 
queftioned  the  ability  of  the  French 
to  carry  it  into  execution.  u  That 
conftitution,”  Paid  Mr.  Pitt,  “  in  the 
form  in  which  it  lias  been  decreed, 
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may  have  b^en  examined,  and  may 
have  been  put  in  activity  with  fuch 
acquiefcence  of  the  nation,  as  to 
enable  their  reprefentatives  to  fpeak 
on  behalf  of  the  people  of  France; 
and  I  have  no  difficulty  in  fayingj 
if  that  event  fhould  have  taken 
place,  from  that  time  all  objections 
to  the  form  of  that  government, 
and  to  the  principles  of  that  go¬ 
vernment-,  all  objections  to  them, 
as  obfiacles  to  negotiation,  will  be 
at  an  end.  I  will  alfo  ftate,  with 
the  fame  frank nefs,  that,  fhould  that 
be  the  termination,  whether  it  will 
then  lead  to  the  iffiue  of  competent 
fecuritv,  and  a  reafonable  fatisfac- 
tion  to  this  country,  muft  depend 
on  the  terms.  If,  under  thofe  cir¬ 
cumftances,  by  any  precipitate  and 
premature  defire  for  peace,  from 
any  difpofition  to  under-rate  our 
real  ftrength,  or  any  want  of  forti¬ 
tude  to  bear  what  I  admit  to  be 
real  difficulties, — if  we  fhould  over¬ 
look  the  ten  thoufand  times  more 
complicated  diftrefs  of  the  enemy, 
and  put  an  end  to  the  advantages 
they  give  us  for  obtaining  peace 
on  juft  and  fuitable  terms,  that 
would  in  my  opinion  be  the  moft 
fatal  event  that  could  poffibly  hap¬ 
pen.” 

Mr.  Pitt  proceeded  to  mention' 
his  regret,  that,  in  confequence  of 
the  delemon  of  the  allies,  the  iffiue 
of  the  conteft  would  be  much  lefs 
fatisfaftory  than  it  would  have  been. 
Comparing  the  fituation  of  the 
people  of  this  country  with  that  of 
France,  he  enlarged  upon  the  va¬ 
riety  of  advantages  they  enjoyed. 
He  accufed  the  French  of  having, 
failed  in  maintaining  their  neutrality 
in  America,  where  fome  fubjeds  of 
France  had  endeavoured  to  excite  a 
confpiracy,  and  had  interpofed  alfo 
with  the  republic  of  Geneva.  Did 
it,  he  alked,  follow,  becaufe  the 
French  did  not  attack  the  king  of 
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Pruftia  when  they  were  warmly  en¬ 
gaged  again!!  their  other  enemies, 
that  they  would  have  paid  the  fame 
attention  to  a  general  peace  ?  they 
would  then'  indulge  thofe  paffions 
of  refentment,  ambition,  or  caprice, 
to  which  a  military  republic  might 
be  fuppofed  to  be  liable.  The  two 
countries  of  Great  Britain  and  EG-* 
nover  could  not  purfue  the  fame 
line  of  policy,  from  their  different 
Situation.  He  denied  that  he  had 
made  war  upon  private  opinions 
for  the  pnrpofe  of  extirpating  them. 
The  French  contended  that  they 
alone  had  the  only  lawful  govern¬ 
ment  :  if  we  had  fubdued  the  ma¬ 
lignity  of  that  opinion,  we  had  vin¬ 
dicated  ourfelv.es  and  Europe  from 
the  greateft  dangers.  In  the  divi- 
fion  of  the  houfe,  there  appeared 
for  the  addrefs,  240,  for  the  amend¬ 
ment,  159. 

The  addrefs  in  the  houfe  of  lords 
was  moved  on  the  30th,  by  lord 
Mount  Edgecumbe,  who  expatiated 
upon  the  improvements  in  our  fitu- 
ation  announced  in  his  majefty’s 
fpeech.  The  fuperiority  of  our 
navy  was  fuch,  he  obferved,  that 
even  the  acceffiori  of  Holland  would 
not  enable  the  French  to  aft  againff 
us.  They  had  been  fo  much 
checked  on  the  Rhine,  and  in 
Italy,  that  little  was  to  be  appre¬ 
hended  there  ;  and  the  lofs  of  their 
commerce  and  credit,  with  the  de¬ 
preciation  of  their  affignats,  made 
up  fuch  a  fum  of  diftrefs,  that  they 
could  not  much  longer  continue 
the  conteft.  The  addrefs,  which,' 
as  ufual,  was  an  echo  of  the  fpeech, 
was  feconded  by  lord  Walfingham, 
who,  among  other  topics,  obferved 
that  his  m  ijefty,  4*  in  (lead  of  avail¬ 
ing  himfelf  of  the  very  depreffed 
Hate  of  the  enemy  to  carry  on  the 
war  upon  ji  foirit  of  national  ven¬ 
geance  !”  with  infinite  mercy  and 
condsfcenfion  lo  the  French,  took 
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the  earlieft  opportunity  of  pledg¬ 
ing  himfelf  to  make  peace  as  foon 
as  a  fettled  government  fhould  af¬ 
ford  a  fair  profpeft  of  a  fafe  and 
honourable  peace.  His  lord fh ip 
pointed  out  the  evils  attendant  up¬ 
on  a  temporary  and  44  patched  up’* 
peace,  and  thought  it  certain  that 
it  could  not  be  for  the  intereft  of 
any  defcription  of  men  to  pfofe- 
cute  the  war  a  moment  longer  than 
the  ueceflity  of  the  cafe  indifpen- 
fably  called  for;  leaf!  of' all  could 
it  be  for  the  intereft  of  minifters. 
As,  however,  the  profecutjon  of. the 
war  could  not  be  at  p  relent  dif- 
penfed  'with,  he  thought  the  inter- 
efts  of  this  country  peculiarly  re¬ 
quired  it  in  the  Weft  Indies.  His 
lord  (hip  enforced  the  neceffity  of 
m  akin  g  reprifals  upon  the  Dutch* 
and  thought  the  treatywith  America 
ought  to  give  peculiar  fatisfa&ion. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  thought, 
when  an  addrefs  was  propofed  to 
be  carried  to  the  throne,  that  it  was 
confident  with  the  dignity  of  par¬ 
liament  to  adopt  a  language  of  its 
own  rather  than  that  of  the  mi¬ 
ni  fter.  Fie  'fhould  therefore  re¬ 
commend  language  very  different 
from  that  of  the  addrefs  propofed. 
The  inability  of  the  French  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  conteft  had  been  the  con- 
ftant  theme  of  minifters  from  the 
commencement  of  the  war;  and 
the  ingenuity  of  adminiftration  in 
contriving  excufes  for  cart  vino-  it 
on,  was  admirable.  Years  ago,  their 
Ibrdfhips  had  been  told  that  the 
French  could  not  hold  out  three 
months  longer:  but  practice,  oppos¬ 
ed-  to  theory,  had  proved,  that,  in 
proportion  as  minifters  had  affeded 
to  depreciate  their  refources,  their 
vigour  hadincreafed.  Theimprove- 
n rents,  faid  by  minifters  in  the 
fpeech  to  have  taken  place  fince 
the  iaft  year,  he  lpoke  of  as  a  grofs 
and  palpable  mifreprefentationi  He 

did 
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did  not  cxpeCMo  hear  it  dated  as  a 
matter  of  triumph  on  our  part,  that 
the  French  had  not  been  able  to 
over-run  Italy.  If  this  was  triumph, 
he  fhould  foon  expert  to  hear  it 
-was  a  matter  of  faiisfaCtion  that  we 
dill  exifted  as  a  nation.  We  were 
told  that  the  advantages  obtained 
by  the  enemy  were  far  from  com- 
penfating  the  calamities  of  war. 
This  was  true ;  for  victory  alter 
victory,  without  one  defeat,  could 
not  do  this :  but  if  this  was  the  cafe 
with  the  victorious  party,  what  was 
our  condition,  without  victory, 
with  many  defeats  and  Ioffes,  and 
the  defertion  of  our  allies  ?  If,  as 
we  were  told,  the  French  people 
wifhed  for  peace,  of  which  he  had 
no  doubt,  what  mu  ft  be  the  with  of 
the  people  here  in  their  prefent 
fuffering  fituation  ?  His  grace  faid, 
he  had  expeCted  fome  hopes  to  have 
been  held  out,  when  we  were  told 
that  France  was  come  to  a  crifis 
that  would  produce  important  events 
to  Europe.  Did  minifters  mean  to 
infinuate  that  the  prefent  govern¬ 
ment  of  France  was  not  fuch  as 
was  capable  of  keeping  the  faith  of 
treaties  ?  At  this  time,  they  dared 
not  attempt  fo  grofs  a  deiulion  on 
the  underftandings  of  their  lord- 
ihips.  There  never,  indeed,  was' 
any  thing  folid  in  the  objection  to 
their  ability  to  preferve  the  faith  of 
treaties  and  neutralities,  as  was 
evident  from  repealed  in  fiances. 
His  grace  noticed  the  calamities 
already  con fequent  upon  the  war, 
and  the  difafters  of  the  laft  cam¬ 
paign.  In  the  expedition  to  the 
coaft  of  France,  befides  the  facrifice 
of  many  brave  and  illuftrious  men, 
who  had  often  protefled  againft  the 
project,  but  who  had  no  alternative, 
large  quantities  of  ammunition  dnd 
flares  were  wafted  at  a  time  when 
our  poor  were  either  ftarving  or  de¬ 
pending  on  the  precarious  bounty 


of  the  rich.  In  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies,  he  thought  none  would  fay 
we  flood  upon  a  better  footing 
than  at  the  beginning  of  the  war. 
What  our  Ioffes  in  men  there  were, 
he  was  afraid  to  calculate.  All 
thefe  calamities,  together  with  the 
dreadful  evil  of  fcarcity,  his  grace 
imputed,  with  many  others,  to  the 
corruption  and  wickednefs  of  ad- 
miniftration,  but,  in  the  opinion  of 
all,  to  their  weaknefs ;  and  he  ex¬ 
horted  parliament  to  tell  the  truth 
to  their  fovereign,  who,  was  he  once 
made  acquainted  with  the  wretch- 
ednefs  'of  his  people,  had  too  much 
goodnefs  not  to  be  ftruck  with  their 
liifferings,  and  to  take  the  only  ftep 
by  which  they  can  be  effectually 
relieved,  —  to  give  them  peace.  He 
concluded  by  moving,  to  entreat  his 
majefty  to  review  the  date  of  af¬ 
fairs  for  the  laft  three  years,  the 
defertion  of  the  allies,  the  pillage  or 
infecurity  of  the  Weft  Indies,  the. 
difgraceful  or  abortive  expeditions 
to  France,  and  the  unparalleled  ex¬ 
penditure  of  blood  and  treafure  4 
that  therefore  the  houle  entreated 
his  majefty  not  to  aCl  on  the  opi* 
nion  that  the  French  could  not  pre¬ 
ferve  the  relations  of  peace  and 
amity,  but  that  his  majefty  would 
take  immediate  and  decifive  mea-  . 
lures  for  a  negotiation  for  peace, 
without  adverting  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  France  ;  and  adding,  that 
if  the  prefent  government  of  France 
fhould  refufe  to  treat,  that  houie 
would  perfevere  in  a  vigorous  pro- 
fecution  of  the  war. 

Lord  Grenville  contended  that  ' 
the  circumftanc.es  particularized  in 
his  majefty ’s  fpeech  were  real  and 
folid  improvements  in  the  fituation  of 
this  country!  In  addition  to  the 
checks  received  by  the  French  on 
the  fide  of  Italy  and  on  the  Rhine, 
our  naval  fuperiority  had’been  more 
decidedly  eftablifhed  ft  nee  the  laft 
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jear  than  at  any  former  period  of 
our  hiftory.  His  lordfhip  ably  en¬ 
tered  into  the  hiftory  of  paper  cur¬ 
rency  and  affignats,  to  prove  the  im- 
poffibility  of  the  French  continuing 
their  exertions,  and  cited  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  general  Montefquieu,  who, 
in  a  memorial  On  the  fubjert,  had 
enforced -the  neceffity  of  withdraw- 
ing  a  great  part  from  circulation, 
and  out  of  13  milliards  leaving  only 
3  ;  but  fince  that  time  the  circu¬ 
lation  -had  been  increafed.  Every 
writer  on  the  fubjert  of  paper  cur¬ 
rency  was,  he  faid,  agreed,  that  fuch 
an  enormous  mafs,  fo  little  propor¬ 
tioned  to  any  folid  capital,  mujt  at 
length  accomplijk  the  utter  ruin  of  a 
Jiate.  By  the  exertions  we  had 
made,  and  by  the  diftreffes  we  had 
caufed  to  be  felt,  the  defire  of  peace 
had  become  general  in  France. 
The  new  conftitution  there  was, 
his  lordfhip  faid,  a  miferable  and 
imperfeCt  copy  of  ours ;  but  with 
all  its  defers,  it  was  a  valuable  ac¬ 
quisition  to  this  country,  as  it  might 
lay  the  foundation  of  peace.  His 
lordfhip  vindicated  the  fpeech  of 
his  majefty  for  expretling  no  deter¬ 
mination  to  treat  upon  terms  fhort 
of  thofe  which  the  country  had  a 
right  to  expert.  He  confidered  the 
advice  which  the  duke  wifhed  to 
jprefent  to  his  majefty  as  highly  im¬ 
politic  and  extraordinary  in  the 
untried  fkuation  of-  the  French  go¬ 
vernment,  and  as  juftified  by  no 
diftrefs,  no  preffure,  no  exigency. 
His  lordfhip  aflerted,  the  fcarcity 
was  in  no  refpert  owing  to  the 
war :  much  of  it  was,  he  faid,  owing 
to  the  prefent  unprodurtive  fitua- 
tion  of  the  Netherlands.  The  dif¬ 
aff  er  at  Quiberon  had  not  occa- 
fioned  it,  as  the  grain  which  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  con- 
filled  chiefly  of  the  cargoes  of  fome 
of  fthe  American  Blips  which  had 
been  feized  in  their  way  to  France. 
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The  bad  fuccefs  of  that  expedition^ 
was,  he  contended,  folely  to  be  a-v 
fcribed  to  the  treachery  of  emigrant 
corps,  which  could  not  have  been 
forefeen. 

The  marquis  of  Lanfdowne 
pointedly  ridiculed  the  fatis^artioa 
enjoyed  by  minifters,  on  finding 
that  the  prophecies  he  had  formerly 
uttered  in  that  houfe,  on  the  con¬ 
duct  of  our  worthy  allies,  had  been 
but  half  as  bad  in  the  accompli  fo¬ 
ment  as  they  were  predirted.  Af¬ 
ter  enumerating  the  virtories  of 
the  French,  and  detailing  the  de- 
fertion  of  the  allies,  he  wifhed  to  be 
informed,  how  many  years  of  fuch 
improvement  the  nation  would  be 
able  to  bear?  Judging  of  the  fu¬ 
ture  by  the  pall,  he  had  but  little 
confidence  in  minifters*  but  if  their 
boafts  of  our  improvement  and 
temporary  fuccefs  were  founded, 
this  was,  above  all  others,  the  moft 
favourable  feafon  for  negotiation. 
The  empire  could  only  be  faved  by 
peace ;  and  it  was  of  the  utmoft  im¬ 
portance  to  preferve  it  entire.  The 
old  ftory  of  the  French  finances 
ha<f  again,  he  faid,  been  brought 
forward  :  he  wifhed  fome  attention 
to  be  paid  to  the  finances  of  this 
country.  If  thofe  of  France  were 
not  unlimited,  the  finances  of 
Great  Britain  were  not  without 
bounds.  His  lordfhip  wifhed  to 
know  if  the  taxes  of  this  year  had 
proved  productive.  If  they  failed, 
all  was  over.  Few  people  only 
could  bear  taxes  to  a  certain  ex¬ 
tent:  a  few  more  would  weigh  down  , 
the  fcale.  As  to  the  Weft-India 
expedition,  there  was  little  chance 
of  making  an  impreflion  on  St.  Do¬ 
mingo;  and  offthh  lord  Chatham 
was  fo  fen  fib  le,  that  in  his  feven 
years’  war  he  never  would  at¬ 
tempt  it.  The  armament  was, 
he  underitood,  the  worft  arranged 
and  equipped  that  had  ever  gone 
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from  this  country.  After  ftatihg  to  peace,  as  the  only  effectual  rc- 
its  probable  inefficacy,  his  lordfliip  medy  which  could  be  applied  to 
afked,  whether  a  worn-out  illand  or  the  grievances  under  which  the 
two,  if  taken,  were  worth  the  price  country  groaned,  his  lordfliip  de- 
of  fuch  an  armament?  The  plan  dared  that  he  fliould  ftfpport  the 
of  the  French,  in  fending  out  {hip  amendment. 

by  fliip,  was  what  our  minifters  The  addrefs  was  fupported  by 
ihould  have  followed.  If  the  dif-  the  earls  of  Darnley  and  Mansfield, 
cuffions  in  the  French  convention  and  the  amendment  by  the  duke  of 
were  to  be  depended  upon,  the  Grafton.  The  earl  of  Lauderdale 
French  would  not  give  up  the  Ne-  made  a  fpirited  attack  upon  the 
therlands  for  Weft-India  fettle-  pledges,  the  promifes,  and  the  pro- 
ments,  as  they  were  powerful  e-  fpeCis,  held  out  by  minifters  the 
nough  not  only  to  retain  their  own  former  year.  The 'mighty  things 
iflands,  but  to  invade  ours.  The  to  be  accomplifhed  for  us  by  the 
language  of  the  fpeech,  though  ra-  emperor  in  return  for  his  loan, 
ther  more  pacific  than  that  of  the  were  forgotten  ;  what  Spain  was  to 
preceding  year,  meant,  he  faid,  no-  do  j  what  Sardinia  ;  what  the  Ger- 


thing  more  than  a  difplay  of  the 
dexterity  of  minifters  in  proceeding 
with  the  war  another  year.  The 
laft  year  every  thing,  was  to  be 


man  powers ;  all  was  forgotten ; 
together  with  the  panegyrics  upon 
the  king  of  Pruflia  and  the  con- 
ftancy  and  v  igour  of  all  our  allies. 


achieved  by  a  decifive  and  vigo-  But  the  feet  ary  of  ftate  could,  he 
rons  effort;  now  the  new  order  of  faid,  remember  exactly  how  many 
things  in  France  was  to  be  relied  evils  had  been  predicted ;  and,  be- 
upon.  With  refpeCt  to  the  afti-  caufe  they  had  not  been  fulfilled, 
gnats,  it  was  plain  the  noble  fecre-  our  fituation  was  improved.  The 
tary  inclined  to  the  old  exploded  fources  of  the  fatisfa&ion  that  was 
idea  that  money  was  the  finew  of,  expreffed,  he  could  not  difeover, 
war, —  an  idea  contradicted  by  the  Difafter  and-  defeat  attended  us 
beft  writers,  ancient  and  modern,  abroad,  and  the  lamentable  fcar- 
Livy  told  us  of  three  things  which  city  of  provifions  at  home  was  moft 
conftituted  the  finewsof  war, — good  properly  recommended  by  his  ma- 
foldiers,  good  commanders,  and  jeffy  to  the  confideration  of  the 
good  fortune ;  all  of  which  the  houfe.  Our  naval  fuperiority,  fo 
French  po  fie  fled  in  an  eminent  de-  much  boafted  of,  fell  far  ftiort  of 
gree.  Fits  lordfliip  repeated  his  the  ftatement  made  by  his  majefty 
former  argument,  that  nothing  in  when  he  came  to  the  throne :  and 
point  of  refources  was  beyond  the  whatever  was  our  fuperiority,  the 
reach  of  a  revolutionary  govern-  little  protection  given  to  our  trade 
ment,  whereas  regular  governments  did  not  prove  that  it  had  been  di- 
had  their  limitations  in  this  point ;  reCted  with  fufficient  fleili  and  vi¬ 
and  he  miffed  that  what  had  hap-  gour  to  make  it  ufefut.  His  lord- 
pened  to  the  old  government  of  {hip  proceeded  to  ftate  the  conduCf 
France  wpuld  ferve  as  a  warning  to  of  the  allies,  and  the  expedition  to 
minifters,  of  the  fatal  confequences  Quiberon,  as  very  little  fatisfaCtory, 
of  improvidently  exhaufting  the  and  particularly  cenfured  the  choice 
revenues  of  this  country.  He  ear-  of  M.  De  Puiffaye  as  command-, 
neftly  recommended  immediate  ne-  ing  officer.  He  had,  he  faid,  rto 
gotiat-ion:  and,  after  an  exhortation  .  fort  of  confidence  in  the  equivocal 
*  '  promife 
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promife  which  the  prefent  fpecch 
£ave  to  the  country  ;  it  was  lefs 
favourable  rhan  the  hopes  heid  out 
5n  the  fpeefch  at  the  ciofe  of  the  la  ft 
feflion,  where  there  was  an  uncon¬ 
ditional  p&dge  that  minifters  would 
treat  in  cafe  of  a  change  of  f  tu¬ 
ition,  which  was  faid  to  be  pro¬ 
bable ;  but  now  the  pledge  was 
dogged  with  a  condition,  that  the 
French  muft  not  only  have  a  fit 
government,  but  muft  be  the  firft 
to  offer  negotiation.  The  argu¬ 
ments  drawn  from  the  depreciation 
of  the  afiignats,  he  thought  nuga¬ 
tory.  The  cafe  of  America,  and 
the  Iaft  campaign  of  the  French, 
were  in  proof  of  this.  Minifters 
pretended  regard  co  the  new  French 
conftitution;  but  they  ought  not  to 
be  fanguine  in  the  hopes  they  de¬ 
rived  from  it.  Their  boafted  con¬ 
ftitution  of  Corfica,  which  had  com¬ 
bined  fuch  various  talents  in  its 
iirft  concodion,  having  been  form¬ 
ed  by  the  pope  and  a  cardinal, 
and  put  into  execution  by  a  pref- 
byterian  governor  and  an  epi  copal 
fecretary,  was  an  improvement  on 
the  Britifh  model :  yet  by  the  late 
proclamation,  no  part  of  the  French 
republic  was  in  more  confufion 
than  Corfica.  Could  we  prevail 
upon. the  people  of  France  to  ac¬ 
cept  of  our  minifters  as  their  new 
directors,  he  (liquid  have  fome  con¬ 
fidence  in  one  further  ftrtiggle. 

Earl  Spencer  objected  ftrongly 
to  the  amendment,  as  entirely  re- 
linquifliing  that  indemnity  for  the 
war,  for  which  minifters  had  alwavS 
contended,  and  which  the  people 
would  confequently  expert  f,om 
them.  With  refpeft  to  the  lofs  of 
a  part  of  our  convoys,  it  wo  Id  be 
wonderful,  in  a  war  like  the  pre¬ 
fent,  if  this  was  not  the  cafe ;  and 
the  greateft  eaufe  of  furprize  was, 
that  fo  few  had  been  captured,  con- 
:&4efing  that  nearly  the  whole  of 
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the  maritime  commerce  was  in  oujy 
hands,  whilft  the  enemy  had  Scarce¬ 
ly  any.  With  refpect  to  the  Ja¬ 
maica  fleet,  it  had  been  feparated 
from  its  convoy  on  the  13th  Sep¬ 
tember,  and  came  home  fafe,:  ex* 
cept  a  fmaii  fquadron.  The  m.edif 
terranean  fleet  having  failed,  was 
detained  by  contrary  winds  fo 
long,  that,  though  it  left  Gibraltar 
on  the  24th  of  September,  it  was 
little  to  the  weftward  of  St.  Vin¬ 
cents  on  the  7th  of  October,  when 
a  f  nail  fquadron  which  had  failed 
from  Toulon,  pafTed  through  the 
ftraits  of  Gibraltar,  and  captured  a 
part,  fome  of  which  had  been  re¬ 
taken.  His  lordfhip  appealed  to 
the  knowledge  of  profeliional  men, 
whether  it  was  poffibie  fo  to  block 
up  the  ports  of  an  enemy,  tiiat  no 
fquadron  could  efcape.  Had  the 
fliips  fent  on  the  expedition  to  the 
coa  i  of  France  not  been  fent  thu 
ther,  they  would  not  have  been, 
fent  to  the  mediterranean.  Of 
M.  De  Puiflaye,  his  lordihip  faid, 
he  perfonaby  knew  little;  bur  he 
had  been  at  the  head  of  a  great 
party  in  France,  whofe  objedt 
was  the  reftoration  of  monarchy; 
all  communication  with  it  from 
this  country  had  been  through 
him  ;  and  he  was  now  at  the  head 
of  a  considerable  party  which  jyas 
ready  to  join,  and  did  join,  and  was 
now  atftiug  with  great  efFe£V ! 

The  lord  chancellor  fupported 
the  addrefs,  and  the  duke  of  Nor 
Folk  the  amendment.  The  duke 
of  Bedford  declined  the  priv  lege  of 
^replying  at  large  to  the  arguments 
which  had  been  add  iced.  The 
declaration  of  his  may  fly  ba’d  not, 
he  fa  d,  been  fefHcjen tly  rreufe: 
but  that  of  the  fecretarv  of  ftate,  if 
he  had  taken  down  his-  word  cor¬ 
rectly,  which  he  had  foon  after  they 
were  delivered,  would  fatisfty  him. 
Thefe,  his  grace  ftated,  were,  u  that 
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in  cafe  the  conftitution  now  offered 
to  the  people  of  France,  and  per¬ 
haps  now  adopted,  {hould  be  found 
likely  to  eftablifti  itfelf  in  .fuch  a 
form  as  (hould  fecure  a  government 
likely  to  preferve  the  relations  of 
peace  and  amity,  his  objections  to 
treating  with  them  would  be  en¬ 
tirely  removed.” 

Lord  Grenville  profefFed  he  ne¬ 
ver  would  hpla  ambiguous  lan¬ 
guage,  or  deny  what  he  had  faid 
in  that  h.oufe,  and  repeated  his  af¬ 
fection  (which  in  fubftance  was 
the  farpe  as  the  words  taken  down 
by  the  duke  of  Bedford),  but 
thought,  that  making  the  words  of 
an  individual  peer  in  the  debate  the 
ground  either  of  making  or  with¬ 
drawing  a  motion  was  fo  unfair  and 
unparliamentary,  that  he  could  not 
agree  to  be  placed  in  fuch  a  fix¬ 
ation.  His  grace,  in  reply,  pro- 
fefled  it  to  be  no  part  of  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  be  unfair  or  unparliamen¬ 
tary  ;  that,  not  wilhing  to  clog  mi- 
niiiers,  he  w^s  willing  to  withdraw 
his  amendment,  upon  feeing  any 
caufe,  plain  and  intelligible,. avowed 
by  minifters,  though  it  might  not 
go  fo  far  as  he  wifhed.  He  then 
withdrew  the  amendment,  declar¬ 
ing,  however,  that  he  could  not 
agree  to  that  part  of  the  addrefs 
which  exprefied  fatisfaftion  at  the 
improved  ftate  of  affairs;  and  the 
addrefs,  after  the  cuftomary  forms, 
was  prefented  to  his  majefty. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  debate  on 
the  addrefs  in  both  houfes,  many 
arguments  aroL  refpedlingthe  fear- 
city  of  corn,  mentioned  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  his  majefty ’s  fpeech. 
The  principal  part  of  thefe,  how¬ 
ever,  were  again  adduced  on  the 
fubfequent  bills  which  were  intro¬ 
duced  for  the  remedy  or  alleviation 
Of  tipis  grievance. 

On  the  30th  of  O&ober,  the 
..chancellor  of  the  exchequer  moved 
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in  the  commons  for  a  committee 
for  the  extenfion,  during  another 
twelvemonth,  of  the  bill  of  the 
laft  feftion,  allowing  the  impor¬ 
tation  of  corn  duty  free.  The  con-? 
fideration  of  the  prefent  high  price 
of  corn  was  again  brought  before 
the  houfe  by  the  fame  gentleman, 
Nov.  3.  He  would,  he  (aid,  in 
the  firft  place,  propofe  feme  alte¬ 
ration  in  the  corn  laws,  and  under 
this  head  meant  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  amending  the  law  relative  to  the 
aflize  of  bread.  In  this  part  of  his 
fpeech  Mr.  Pitt  ftrongly  recom¬ 
mended  the  ufe  of  feveral  fubfti- 
tutes  for  wheaten  flour.  A  confi- 
derable  faving  of  wheat  might  be 
made  by  the  fubftitution  of  articles 
not  applicable  for  food  in  the  ma¬ 
nufacture  of  ftarch.  For  this  he 
propofed  to  bring  in  a  bdl>  and  all'o 
for  preventing  obftrudtion  in  the 
tranfit  of  grain,  &c.  from  one  coun¬ 
ty  to  another. 

Mr.  Lechmere  thought  that  the 
houfe  could  not  preferibe  any  acft  uai 
remedy  for  this  evil,  without  firft 
inveftigating  the  caufes ;  thefe  he 
ftated  to  be  the  monopoly  of  far  ms , 
and  the jobbing  in  corn.  He  wifhed 
granaries  to  be  eredted  over  the 
kingdom,  where  corn  might  be  fold 
as  at  market,  and  where  the  poor 
would  have  the  fame  chance  in 
buying  for  themfelves,  as  the  corn- 
dealers. 

The  meafures  propofed  by  the 
minifter  were  approved  by  Mr. 
Fox,  who  feared,  however,  that  we 
{hould  not  find  an  immediate  re¬ 
medy  for  the  grievance  complained 
of,  by  a  regulation  in  the  afiize  of 
bread.  The  u  palatable  and  whole- 
fome  bread”  talked  of,  inftead  of 
that  hitherto  ufed,  was,  he  faid,  to 
him  as  palatable,  and  might  be  as 
wholeforne,  as  that  made  of  the 
fineft  wheat;  but  that  was  not  fuf- 
ficient  for  the  poor ,  to  who  it 
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Ought  alfo  to  be  nutritious .  Another 
Important  point  to  be  contidered, 
was  the  nature  of  the  fcarcity. 
This  cer  ainly  did  not  entirely  arife 
from  the  fmalltiefs  of  the  produce. 
Thofe  articles  in  which  no  defeat 
of  produce  could  be  pleaded,  as 
the  product  of  dairies,  barley,  &c. 
were  dill  extravagantly  dear.  He 
mentioned  this,  to  prove  that  the 
Caufe  of  the  fcarcity  was  a  compli¬ 
cated  one,  and  therefore  the  re¬ 
medy  to  be  applied  ought  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  with  extreme  caution.  He 
drongly  recommended  the  continu¬ 
ance  df  the  prohibition  upondiftii- 
leries.  Many  {peculations  had,  he 
obferved,  arifen  upon  the  fadt  of 
the  inereafed  price  of  all  articles  of 
provifion.  Many  thought  the  price 
of  labour  too  low  }  he  was  himfeif 
df  that  opinion,  and  had  long  been 
fo.  Such  was,  at  prefent,  the  pro¬ 
portion  between  the  price  of  la¬ 
bour  and  the  price  of  provifions, 
that  the  poor  were  compelled,  if 
they  fubfifted,  to  fubfift  on  charity. 
He  feared,  however,  that  no  legis¬ 
lative  remedy  could  be  applied  to 
this  evil.  He  did  hot  believe  it 
podible  to  faife  the  price  of  labour 
equal  to  the  prefent  price  of  provi¬ 
sions,  and  that  it  was  equally  im- 
poffible  to  redipe  the  price  of  corn 
to  an  equality  with  the  prefent  price 
of  labour.  Mr.  Pitt  fully  agreed  that 
the  caufes  of  the  fcarcity  were  va¬ 
rious  and  complicated,  and  that  the 
fubjedt  required  proportionate  fe- 
rious  invedigation.  The  fcarcity, 
he  agreed,  was  not  folely  attribut¬ 
able  to  the  deficiency  of  the  crop. 
With'refpedf  to  the  interference  of 
government  in  the  importation  of 
Corn,  which  had  been  objected  to 
in  the  courfe  df  the  debate,  no  a- 
gents  had,  he  aderted,  been  em¬ 
ployed  at  home}  and  the  only 
grounds  for  fuch  a  charge  were  the 
pdrchafes  made  for  the  fupply  df 
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the  ufual  contrafts.  That  agents 
had  been  employed  to  fupply  our 
markets  with  foreign  corn,  he  ac¬ 
knowledged;  but  he  doubted  whe¬ 
ther  this  tended  to  check  the  fpe- 
culations  of  individuals.  After  a 
converfation  upon  thefe  fubjedts, 
Mr.  Ryder  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  alter  the  exiftidg  laws 
relative  to  the  price  of  bread,  to 
prohibit  the  rtianu fadlure  of  ftarch 
from  wheat  or  other  articles  of  pro- 
vifiofi,  and  to  lower  the  duties 
upon  its  importation ;  for  continu¬ 
ing  the  prohibition  of  diddling 
from  articles  of  grain  ;  and  for  re? 
moving  all  obdrudfions  to  the  free 
paffage  of  grain  within  the  king¬ 
dom,  which  were  carried  nem.  con* 
Upon  bringing  up  the  report  of  the 
feledt  committee  refpedting  the  high 
price  of  corn  by  Mr.  Ryder,  it  ap¬ 
peared,  from  the  fulled  information 
which  the  committee  had  been  able 
to  procure,  that,  except  in  the  ar¬ 
ticle  of  wheat,  the  crops  had  been 
abundant  ;  fo  that,  by  the  proper 
mixture  of  different  grains,  a  con- 
fiderabie  alleviation  of  the  evils  of 
the  prefent  fcarcity  might  be  made; 
and  this  was  the  more  neceffary,  as, 
from  different  caufes,  the  price  of 
grain  in.  America,  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean,  *  and  the  northern  parts  of 
Europe,  was  exorbitantly  dear,  and 
an  adequate  fupply  could  not  be 
depended  upon.  After  full  confi- 
deration  on  the  bed  means  of  ob¬ 
taining  a  fupply,  the  committee 
thoup-ht  it  beft  to  leave  the  trade 
perfectly  open,  and  to  grant  a 
bounty  upon  the  importation.  This 
bounty  was  twenty  findings  upon 
every  quarter,  and  fifteen  drillings 
upon  every  barrel,  imported  from 
the  Mediterranean,  till  300,600 
quarters  fhould  be  imported.  The 
bounty  upon  corn  imported  from 
America  was  fixed  at  fifteen  dril¬ 
lings  the  quarter,  and  ten  drillings' 
E  3  the 


the  barrel,  till  $00,000  quarters 
fhould  be  imported.  A  bounty  of 
five  (hillings  a  quarter,  and  three 
f Tilings  a  barrel,  upon  Indian  corn 
or  n  ear,  till  $00,000  quarters  fhould 
be  Imported.  Motions,  founded 
upon  Vefe  refolutions  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  were  afterwards  put  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and 
carried. 

As  a  further  remedy  frr  the 
grievance  fo  univerfaliy  fu  fife  red* 
and  foafflhdive  to  the  poor,  fir  W. 
Young  brought  in  a  bill  for  enabling 
oyerfcers  of  parifhcs  to  extend  re¬ 
lief  to  the  poor  at  their  own  houfes. 

On  the  27th  of  November,  Mr. 
Whitbread  pointedly  animadverted 
upon  the  peculiar  ;  ar^flii ps  fuffered 
bv  labourers  in  the  p-  efent  feafon 
of  fcarcity.  Manufacturers,  arti- 
fans,  &c.  frequently  obliged  their 
employers  to  make  an  advance  of 
wages  proportionate  to  the  price  of 
the  neceuaries  of  life;  but  the 
maximum  of  wages  to  the  hu (hand- 
man,  by  an  exifting  ftatute,  was 
appointed  to  be  regulated  by  the 
magiftrate,  but  not  the  minimum. 
This  aCt  was  aifo  fo  defective,  that 
it  could  not  be  enforced.  On  the 
qth  December,  the  fame  gentleman 
brought  in  a  bill  to  enable  jufbces, 
at  the  quarter  feiliofis,  to  regulate 
the  price  of  labour.  The  argu¬ 
ments  for  this  meafure  he  urged 
with  his  ufual  humanity.  The  bill 
was  alfo  fupported  by  Mr.  Fox, 
‘Mr.  Jekyll,  Mr.  Honywood,  Mr. 
Xechmere,  Mr.  Noel  Edwards, 
-Mr.  Martin,  gen.  Smith,  and  Mr. 
Hufiey ;  and  oppofed  by  Mr.  Bur- 
don,  Mr.  Buxton,  Mr.  Van  fit  tart, 
and  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  who  entered,  in  a  very  pro¬ 
lix,  but  unfatisfaCiory  manner,  into 
the  expediency  and  policy  of  the 
meafure.  He  thought  it  much  bet¬ 
ter  for  the  houfe  to  confider  the 
operation  of  general  principles ;  to 


reflect  what  remedy  might,  be  ad¬ 
opted,  more  coinprehtniive  in  its 
object,  Iefs  exceptionable  in  it* 
example,  and  lefs  dangerous  in  its 
application.  They  fhould  look  to 
the  ir.fiances  where  interference  had 
(hackled  induflrv,  and  where  the 
beft  intentions  had  often  produced 
t|ie  mod  pernicious  effects.  It  was* 
he  obferved,  the  molt  abfurd  bi¬ 
gotry,  in  averting  the  general  prin¬ 
ciple,  to  conclude  the  exception  ; 
but  trade,  induftry,  and  barter* 
would  always  find  their  own  level* 
and  be  impeded  by  regulations 
which  violate  their  natural  opera¬ 
tion,  and  derange  their  proper  ef¬ 
fect.  Mr.  Pitt  then  adduced  the 
poor  laws  and  the  law  of  fettle- 
ment,  as  proofsofregulations,  which* 
however  wife  in  their  original  in- 
ftitution,  had  contributed  to  theN 
evils  they  were  defigned.  to  remedy. 
Much  of  the  evils  complained  of 
might,  he  thought,  be  remedied  by 
an  extenfion  in  the  reformation  of 
the  poor  laws,  which  had  been 
lately  begun.  He  wilhed  for  an 
opportunity  of  refloring  the  origi¬ 
nal  purity  of  the  poor  laws,  and  of 
removing  the  corruptions  by  which 
they  were  obfeured.  The  great 
defeCt  of  the  poor  laws  was,  that 
they  did  not  diftinguifh  between 
thofe,  who,  from  misfortunes,  were 
unable  to  fupport  their  families* 
and  thofe  whofe  poverty  was  the 
confequence  of  diflipation  ;  where¬ 
as,  the  aid  bellowed  fhould  be  an 
honourable  diftinClion,  a  matter  of 
right,  which  the  perfon  could  claim 
when  he  was  unable  to  provide  for 
all  his  children.  But  whatever  was 
done  was  inefficient,  if,  at  the 
fame  time,  all  applications  for  re¬ 
lief  were  not  difeouraged  if  unne¬ 
cessary.  If  the  neceffities  of  thofe 
who  required  relief  could  be  reme¬ 
died  by  a  fupply  of  labour,  the 
mod  important  advantages  would 
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be  gained;  He  recommended  giv- 
ingeffeCt  to  the  operation  of  friendly 
focieties,  granting  relief  according 
to  the  number  of  children,  pre¬ 
venting  removals  at  the  caprice  of 
pari  fit  officers,  and  the  advancing 
df  fmall  capitals,  which  might  be 
repaid  in  two  or  three  years ;  and 
pointed  out  feveral  means  by  which 
the  object  fo  much  wanted,  a  pure 
execution  of  the  laws,  might  be 
obtained.  After  a  long  conversa¬ 
tion*  in  which  many  important  ar¬ 
guments  were  adduced  on  both 
fides  of  the  queftion,  Mr.  Whit¬ 
bread’s  motion  patted  in  the  nega¬ 
tive. 

A  lifnilar  fate  attended  the  re¬ 
peated  efforts  made  by  Mr.  Lech- 
mere  to  alleviate  the"  prefent  dl- 
ftrettes  of  the  poor. 

The  arguments  of  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  on  this  fubjeCl  (if 
arguments  they  may  be  called)  were 
evidently  intended  merely  to  get 
rid  of  a  queftion  which  muff  inter- 
eft  every  man  who  has  any  feeling 
of  juftice  and  humanity.  That  the 
wages  of  the  labourer  Ihould  bear  a 
proper  proportion  to  the  price  of  the 
neceflaries  of  life,  is  a  matter  of  right, 
a  principle  of  juftice,  and  in  no  re- 
fpeCl  connected  with  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  poor  laws,  except  in 
this,  that  if  the  wages  of  labourers 
were  what  they  ought  to  be,  the 
poor’s  rates  would  be  diminiflied  to 
almoft  a  cipher.  Indeed,  in  fuch  a 
ftate,  none  would  have  a  claim  on 
the  benevolence  of  the  public  but 
the  aged  and  infirm ;  and  even  of 
thefe,  many  would  be  enabled  to 
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lay  up,  in  the  days  of  ybuth  and 
health,  a  fupply  for  their  latter  years; 
whereas,  ip  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things*  it  is  evident  that  the  labour¬ 
ing  poor  cannot  gain  a  healthy  fub- 
fiftence,  much  lefs  can  they  lay  up 
any  thing  for  age  or  adverfity. 

The  committee  to  confider  of  the 
high  price  of  corn,  in  the  mean  time, 
entered  in  to  an  engage  roentto  reduce 
the  confumption  of  wheat  in  their 
families  one  third,  by  every  pofjible 
expedient-  This  meafure,  which 
provided  no  legiflative  remedy  for 
an  evil  of  fuch  magnitude,  was 
pointedly  animadverted  upon  by 
lords  Lauderdale,  Lanfdowne,  and 
Thurlow,  as  “  filly,  futile,  and  even 
ridiculous.”  The  engagement  was, 
however,  figned  not  only  by  the 
committee,  but  by  feveral  mem¬ 
bers  of  both  houfes. 

Several  important  regulations 
were,  however,  made  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  refpeCting  weights  and  fcales, 
the  tolls  of  millers,  &c.  whiGh  form¬ 
er  the  balis  of  fucceeding  afts  of 
parliament.  About  the  fame  time 
fir  John  Sinclair  brought  forward  a 
motion,  founded  upon  the  refolu- 
tions  of  the  board  of  agriculture, 
for  the  cultivation  of  the  wafte 
lands.  This  was  intended  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  recurrence  of  the  diftrefs  at 
prefent  experienced,  and  the  ne« 
ceflity  of  fuch  meafures  as  had  been 
lately  adopted.  In  confequence, 
therefore,  it  is  fuppofed,  of  the  re¬ 
commendation  from  the  board,  a! 
confiderable  number  of  inclofure 
bills  palfed  the  houfe  in  the  courfe 
of  the  feffion. 
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Committee  of  Supply.  Seamen  and  Marines  voted.  General  MLcod's  .Motion, 
ref  peeling  the  Military  Force  of  the  Country,  Jinny  Ejii  mates.  Debate  on,' 
that  Subject.  General  Smith's  Motion  for  recommitting  the  Report  of  the- 
Army  Efimates.  DifcuJJion  on  the  IV eft- India  Expedition  and  the  Barrack 
Syftem.  General  Smith's  Motion  relative  to  Barracks.  Negatived. 


the. 4th  of  November  lorth 
y/  Arden  .moved,  in  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  fupply,  that  one  hundred 
and  ten  thoufand  feamen  fhould  be 
employed  for  the  fea  ferviee  of  the 
year  1796,  including  eighteen  thou¬ 
fand  marines;  and  that  four  pounds 
a  man  per  month,  for  thirteen 
months,  fiioufd  be  allowed  ;  both 
of  which  were  accordingly  voted. 
On  the  4th  of  December,  the  com¬ 
mittee  granted  a  fum  not  exceed¬ 
ing  624,152b  is.  o^d.  for  the  ordi¬ 
nary  pay  ofthe  navy,  including  the 
marines,  and  708,4001.  for  build¬ 
ing  and  repairing  fliips  of  war. 

Previous  to  the  prod udti on  of  the 
army  eftimates,.  general  M‘Leod 
moved  for  returns  of  all  the  /mili¬ 
tary  force  of  the  country.  Before 
the  houfe  voted  away  the  money  of 
their  cspnflituents,  it  -was,  he  ob- 
ferved,  their  duty  to  inquire  into 
its  purpofes,  its  application,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  men  paid,  and  the  allowance 
granted  to,  ea,ch.  It  was,  betides, 
trie  duty  of  the  houfe  torwafeh  the 
C.ondu£t  of  miniders,  and  to  fee 
their  prpjeqs  and  powers  for  their  . 
execution  ;  to. know  alfo  the  means 
employed  for  the  protection  of  the 
country,  and  the  manner  in  which 
the  levies  had  been  conducted.  Tire 
houfe  ou:  ht  iikewife  to  fee  how 
gallant  and  experienced  officers  had 
been  negieCted,  and  the  trud  com¬ 
mitted  to  thofe  who  had  neither  age 
nor  military  fk ill  to  difeharge  it 
properly.  This  return  the  general 


wiftred  to  come  up  as  far  as  Sep¬ 
tember,-  but  was  induced  to  change 
that  part  of  his  motion  to  Augud, 
at  the  defire  of  the  feeretary  at  war, 
who  thought  it  highly  improper  to 
make  public  the  affual  date  of  the 
force  to  the  prefent  time.  Of  the 
yeomanry,  he  dated,  there  could  be 
no  return,  as  they  had  never  re¬ 
ceived  pay;  but  this  part  of  his  ar¬ 
gument  was  oppofed  by  general 
M‘Leod,  as  this  description  of  per- 
fons  had  been  furniflied  with  arms, 
and  therefore  the  returns  might  be 
made  at  the  ordnance,  or  fome  other 
office.  This  motion  being  agreed 
to,  the  general  proceeded  to  make 
two  others,  fird,  for  a  return  of 
all  the  general  and  daff  officers, 
whether  Britidi  or  foreign,  who  had 
been  employed  under  the  earl  of 
Moira,  with  their  pay,  &c.  and  of 
thofe  employed  in  the  fervice  of 
his  majedy  under  the  count  d’Ar- 
tois,  prince  of  Cond6,  or  any 
French  general,  with  an  account  of 
their  feveral  allowances:  both  of 
which  were  agreed  to. 

The  army  edimates  were  referred 
to  the  committee  of  fupply,  in 
which  the  fecretary  at  war  pbferv- 
ed  that  the  whole  land  force  of  the 
kingdom  was  comprehended  under 
two  articles,  that  of  guards  and  gar- 
rifons,  and  that  of  colonies  and 
plantations.  The  amount  of  the 
fird  was,  he  faid,  by  withdrawing 
the  army  from  the  continent,  re¬ 
duced  to  49,219.  In  the  colonies 
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there  was  an  increafe  from  35,000 
to  77,868,  owing  to  the  augmenta¬ 
tion  of  the  army  in  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies.  Upon  the  whole,  there  was 
a  reduction  to  the  amount  of  28,000 
upon,  the  eftablifhment  of  regular 
troops.  The  troops  of  every  de- 
feription,  with  the  regular  forces, 
amounted  to  207,000.  The  Weft 
India  ftaff  was  increafed ;  but  it 
comprehended  the  medical  ftaff. 


The  general  refult  was,  that  the 
army,  which  was  equal  to  every 
purpofe  of  defence,  had  been  re¬ 
duced  by  25,000,  and  formed  a  far¬ 
ing  to  the  public  of  8oo,oool.  Af¬ 
ter  recapitulating  the  feverai  arti¬ 
cles  of  force  *,  Mr,  Windham  mov¬ 
ed  his  firft  refolution,  “  that  207,000 
men  be  employed  for  the  fervice  of 
the  current  year.” 

Several  of  the  articles  Rated  by 

thi 


The  militia  amounted  to  ■  —  .  —  .  .  .  ~ 

In  the  fencible  infantry  there  had  been  a  reduction  of  1700  men. 

The  whole  amounted  now  to  — 

•  The  fencible  cavalry  had  received  an  augmentation  of  4000  men,  and  amount¬ 
ed  to  —  ~ 


42,000 

13,000 

10,000 


The  whole  force,  therefore,  was  as  follows  ; 
Cuards  and  garrifons  — 

*  Force  in'the  colonies  and  plantations  — 

“  Militia  *— . '  '  — 

Irith  brigade  — *  —  ‘ 

,  The  India  army  (whieh  was  paid  by  the  company) 
The  fencible  infantry  - — 

*  The  fencible  caValry  '• — ~ 


Or,  taking  it  in  rouhd  numbers, 


49,219 
77,86$ 
42,000 
4,414 
10,000 
13,000 
10,000 
—■  — — * 

206,501 

207,000 


'  The  other  article  of  importance  was  the  Weft  India  ftaff,  in  which  was  included  the 

medical  ftaff:  'V  < 

The  general  refult  of  the  whole  was,  that  the  army  to  be  kept  on  foot,  in  the  enfumg 

vear,  vras  lefs  than  it  had  been  laft  year  t*y  25,369  men  ;  the  faying  that  accrued  in  con- 
fequence,  was  £.817,091,  as  would  appear  in  the  following  ftatement, 

For  49  21 9  land  forces’’ for  1796,  £.11,358,624.  2s.  9 d.  for  their  charge  arid  cloathmg. 
£.l,6G6,9dQ  for  maintaining' the  forces  in  the  plantations,. Gibraltar,  Corlio%  and  >  ev 
South  Wales,  from  the  25th  of  December,  1795,  to  25th  December,  1,  96. 

fAO,  1 95.  4s.  9di  for  difference  between  the  Hngiiih  and  Irith  eftabuikment  of  ns  regi¬ 
ments  of  foot,  from  December  25,  1795,  to  December  25,  1.'96. 

£.360,000  for  recruiting  and  contingencies  for  1796.  _ 

jf.l 20,000  for  innkeepers,  for  increafed  fubftftence  on  quartering  for  1796. 

.103,640.  Is.  3d.  for  general  and  ftaff  officers  for  1796.  ; 

f. 9,259.  18s.  6d.  for  pay  of  general  and  ftaff  officers  on  an  expedition  under  general 

Clark,  for  1796.  _  ,  .... 

£.127,779.  14s.  11  d.  to  fupernumer&ry  officers  and  others, from  December  2j,  ]  /9b,  to 

December  25,  1796.,  '  . 

£.  143,490.  13s.  5 cl.  for  paymafter-general,  fecretaty  at  war,  &c.for  1  <96. 
jT.  11 8,873.  18s  6 cl.  for  reduced  officers  of  land  forces  and  marines,  lor  1796. 

£.126’  Is.  6d.  for  reduced  troops  of  horle  guards,  for  1796. 

£.1000  for  officers  late  of  the  ltates-general,  for  1796- 

2.52,500  on  account  of  reduce  d^fficers  of  Britilh  American  forces,  for  1726. 

X-7,500  fod allowance  to  ditto,  for  1796. 

2-9 17,294.14s.  Id.  for  militia  and  fencible  infantry,  for  1796, 

-  £.2 40, 000  for  contingencies  for  ditto,  for  1796. 

.£.108,538.  17s.  Id.  forclyathmg  militia  for  1796.  -  —  - 

**  *  £'.4713.636. 
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the  fecretary  at  war  were  objected 
to  by  general  Tarieton,  who  re¬ 
marked  a  confiderabie  variation 
from  the  ftatement  given  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  and  thought  the  eftimate 
much  larger  than  might  be  expefted 
In  the  prefent  circumftances  of 
the  war.  He  particularly  objected 
to  the  whole  ftatement  of  the  fen- 
cible  cavalry,  and  the  expences  of 
the  corps eft  i  mated  at  480,0001.  and 
the  increafed  number  of  general  and 
ftaff  officers,  the  eftimate  of  which 
was  103,000!.  The  ^charge  of  Ame¬ 
rican  reduced  officers  was,  he  faid, 
equal  to  the  former  year,  though 
this  body  of  men  was  conflderably 
reduced.  From  the  year  1792,  to 
the  end  of  1 794,  the  increafe  of 
expence  had,  he  faid,  accumulated 
In  the  extraordinary  ratio  of  from 
one  million  to  eleven. 

The  conduct  of  minifters,  in  not 
furniffiing  the  Weft  India  troops 
with  a  proper  fupply  of  medicines, 
was  ftrongly  animadverted  upon  by 
general  M‘Leod.  They  had,  he 
ftated,  fent  out  only  one  jfhip  with 
medicines,  which  had  been  captur¬ 
ed  by  Victor  Hughes,  though  we 
had  twenty-fix  men  of  war  and 
fourteen  Hoops  in  thofe  feas.  The 
general  alfo  defired  an  explanation 


refpe<5Hng  colonel  Beaumont’s  re¬ 
giment,  the  horfes  for  which  were 
provided  at  the  expence  of  2 5I. 
each ;  but,  when  the  regiment  was 
afterwards  difmounted  and  fent  a- 
broad,  were  fold  again  for  81.  per 
horfe.  The  fecretary  at  war  ancf 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  ftated 
in  reply,  that  immediate  exertions 
were  ufed  for  repairing  the  calamity 
of  the  lofs  of  medical- (lores,  by  the 
difpatchof  medicines  in  all  the  firft 
(hips  that  had  failed  to  that  quar¬ 
ter;  and  that  with  refpe£t  to  the 
horfes,  they  fhould  enquire  into  that 
matter.  General  M‘Leod  pointed¬ 
ly  animadverted  on  the  prodigality' 
of  minifters  refpe<fting  ftaff  offi¬ 
cers,  obferving,  that  fir  C.  Grey, 
during  his  fervices  in  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies,  had  only  five  generals  under 
his  command ;  whereas,  the  public 
were  now  called  upon  to  provide 
for  one  thou  fan  d  field  and  ftaff  offi¬ 
cers  ;  there  were  thirty  generals  and 
field  marflials,  fixty-two  lieutenanf- 
generals,  two  hundred  colonels,  and 
feven  hundred  majors.  The  gene¬ 
ral  further  obje&ed  to  the  large 
army  of  fencible  cavalry,  which 
could  only  a<ft  in  repelling  a  foreign 
invafion,  or  in  maintaining  internal 
tranquillity.  With  refpeft  to  the 


£•476,636.  10s .  8d.  for  fencible  cavalry,  for  1796. 

£  115,000  for  certain  allowances  to  ditto,  for  1796. 

£•875,483.  14i.  \d.  for  ordnance,  for  1796. 

for  ordnance  fervice  previous  to  the  31ft  December,  1793. 
.£•45,656.  Oj.  5d.  for  ditto  in  1794. 

£.61,000  for  ditto  for  fea  fervice  in  1 794. 

^.762,046.  13*.  6d.  for  ditto  for  land  fervice  in  1795. 

r'Ki?t0rfOriCivil  eftabIlfhment  of  Upper  Canada,  for  4  796. 

5,4 15  for  ditto  for  Nova  Scotia. 

»j£*4>530  for  ditto  for  New  Brunfwick. 

£.1,900  ditto  lor  St.  John’s  ifland. 

18,000  for  civil  eftablilhment  for  Cape  Breton. 

£•1,232.  1  Or.  for  ditto  for  Newfoundland. 

4'i’an  f0rid.itfoof  Bermuda  ifland,  above  prefent  falaries, 

/,.n80  for  chiet  jufhee  of  Bermudas. 

£•600  lor  ditto  of  Dominica. 

OfK)  Sjo1?6  dVil  iftablifliment  of  Ncw  South  Wales. 
t0  pay  off  exchequer  bills  of  laft  year. 

£.ip0U,QQ0  t q  pay  oft  other  exchequer  bills. 
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Brft,  fmcc  our  fleets  had  been  fo 
triumphant,  the  idea  of  an  invafion 
had  never  entered  the  head  of  even 
an  old  woman.  .The  fencible 
corps,  he  conceived,  were  in  fact 
“  no  further  neceflhry  than  to  fup- 
port  the  wickednefs  of  the  minifter’s 
meafures  againft  the  refinance  of 
the  people.”  Our  regular  cavalry 
coming  from  Germany  made  it 
additionally  unneeeffary  to  keep  up 
two  bodies  of  thefe  troops.  The 
refplutions,  though  firongiy  object¬ 
ed  to,  were,  however,  all  put  and 
carried. 

When  the  report  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  of  fupply  on  the  army  eflimates 
was  brought  up,  general  Smith  {fat¬ 
ed  that  the  fum  of  750*0001.  was 
brought  to  account  as  the  favings 
in  1794  and  1795:  he  thought  it 
therefore  time  to  alk  whether  the 
houfe  would  agree  to  fuch  efti- 
mates  without  inquiring  whence 
fuch  favings  fliould  arife.  The 
eftimate  for  army  extraordinaries 
for  the  enfuing  year  was  larger  be¬ 
yond  all  comparifpn  than  any  former 
One.  He  ftrongly  objected  to  the 
feocible  corps,  and  to  placing  raw 
and  unexperienced  commanders 
over  old  officers,  and  thought  it  a 
proper  objeCt  of  inquiry  how  the 
emigrant  corps  were  employed,  and 
at  what  expence;  in  one  regiment 
of  only  two  hundred  and  feventy 
men,  ninety  ferjeants  were  enroll¬ 
ed.  For  various  reafons  connected 
with  this  fubjeCI,  the  general  mov¬ 
ed  to  re-commit  the  report  for  more 
minute  examination. 

The  fecretary  at  war  obje&ed  to 
the  re-commitment  as  ufelefs,  fince 
every  neceffary  information  might 
be  obtained  without  this  meafure. 
The  cavalry,  he  contended,  was 
not  out  of  proportion  to  the  reft  of 
the  army.  In  the  fencibles,  the 
troop  which  had  confided  of  eighty 
was  diminifised  to  fifty-five  men, 
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With  refpeCt  to  the  Irfth  brigade, 
concerning  which  the  general  whil¬ 
ed  to  be  informed,  they  were  a  body 
of  troops  lent  to  Ireland,  and  paid, 
in  confequence  of  an  arrangement, 
by  this  country.  They  were  troops 
raifed  in  Ireland,  deftined  for  gene¬ 
ral  fervice,  and,  fo  far  as  they  ex¬ 
ceeded  five  regiments,  were  to  be 
paid  by  England.  The  nature  of 
the  fencible  corps  had,  he  contend¬ 
ed,  been  overlooked  by  the  gene¬ 
ral;  the  men  received  no  bounty, 
nor  had  the  officers  half-pay  and 
the  other  advantages  afforded  by 
the  regular  fervice.  The  employ¬ 
ment  of  men  of  large  fortune,  in 
their  refpe&ive  counties,  was  more 
conducive  to  the  public  fervice,  as 
they  eafilv  procured  men.  The 
emigrant  corps  had,  he  afferted,  done 
very  effential  fervice,  and  were  now 
embarked  for  the  Weft  Indies.  The 
deficiency  of  men,  in  proportion  to 
the  officers,  arofe  from  their  hav¬ 
ing  been  formed  during  the  heat  of 
the  campaign,  and  no  provifioa 
having  been  made  for  filling  up 
thofe  who  were  killed  off. 

The  ftatement  made  by  Mr. 
Windham  was  oppofed,  as  incor- 
re<ft,  by  general  M‘L.eod,  who 
afferted  that  the  mode  in  which 
troops  had  been  raifed  during  this 
war  was  unconftitutional,  and  un¬ 
warrantably  expenfive.  In  contra¬ 
diction  to  the  ftatement  of  the  fe¬ 
cretary  at  war,,  and  of  Mr.  Jenkin- 
fon,  he  afferted  his  ability  to  prove, 
that,  in  the  fencible  cavalry,  a 
bounty  had  been  given  by  govern¬ 
ment.  The  command  of  not  only 
the  fencible  regiments,  but  of  many 
upon  the  eftablifhment,  had,  he 
contended,  been  enven  to  members 
of  both  houies  of  parliament,  “  for 
the  difgraceful  purpofe  of  patron¬ 
age  and  corruption.”  Many  of  the 
officers  were  ftated  by  the  general 
to  be  grofsly  ignorant  of  their  duty. 

We 
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We  hsd,  Be  oBferved,  the  enor.  In  which  oiir  troops  were  fcepf  on 
rnouseftablifiim^nt  of  220,000  men,  the  cclflftin&it,  Merely  as  a  guard  to 
of  which  there  was  a  motley  force  Hanover, bwhfch  ought:  to  contri- 
of  fourteen  or  fifteen  fpecies  of  bute  tp  the  expence  of  troops  de¬ 
troops.  He  copfidered  the  fencibie  feeding  her  £>wn  territories  and 
cavalry  as  retained  “  to  over-awe  the  unfortunate  expedition  to  the 
the  people  of  this  Country.”  The  coaft  of  France,  which  was  ill- 
regiments  of  this  defeription  .  were  timed,  and  the  commander,  M,  de 
more  profitable  than  had  be$n  at-  Puiflaye,  neither  a  man  of  character 
lowed,  all  the  off- reckonings  being  nor  of  military  talents.  By  this  ex- 
pocketed  by  the  commanders.  On  pedition  a  Britifli  fleet  was  kept  ufe-* 
an  average,  every  man  eniifted  lefs,  which  if  employed  for  the  pro- 
within  thefe  two  years  had,  at  the  te&ion  of  the  Mediterranean,  the 
Jeaft,  coft  government  661.  In  ad-  fevere  lofs  lately  fuftained  in  that 
dition  to  this,  the  army  was  fo  ruin-  quarter  might  have  been  prevented, 
ed,  thatitwould  be  impoflible,  in  ten  Mr.  Windham  exculpated  him- 
or  fifteen  years,  t6  bring  it  back  to  felf  from  any  intentional  levity  irr 
the  llate  in  which  the  minifler  had  the  phrafe  “  killed  ojf  ”,  fo  much 
found  it.  cenfured  by  fome  of  the  members. 

General  Tarleton  afierted,  that,  Mr.  Sergent,  lord  Belgrave,  and 
fo  far  from  the  cavalry  being  lefs  Mr.  Dundas,  entered  into  a  juftifi- 
numerous  than  on  former  occa-  cation  of  the  coridudb  of  minifters, 
fions,  as  had  been  affirmed,  there  particularly  of  the  duke  of  Rich- 
were  not,  even  during  the  rebel-  moud  refpedting  the  ordnance.  The 
lipns  of  this  country,  an  equal  num-  latter  ftrongly  controverted  the 
ber.  He  ftrongly  reprobated  the  pofitions  that  had  been  advanced 
levity  of  phrafeology  made  ufe  of  refpedting  the  Weft-India  fleet, 
by  the  fecretary  at  war  refpedling  That  it  ought  fo  have  failed  in 
the  fate  of  the  unfortunate  emi-  October,  he  readily  admitted ;  and  in 
grants.  In  addition  to  the  other  fa<ft  part  was  ready  by  the  ioth  of 
arguments  againft  maintaining  fo  that  month,  and  the  remainder  by 
large  a  body  of  fencible  cavalry,  he  November.  The  failure  of  its 
mentioned  the  immoderate  quan-  failing  was  then  owing  to  the  wind, 
thy  of  fodder,  See.  that  would  be  Mr.  Grey  ftrongly  noticed  the  im- 
confumed  ;  and  that  it  would  in-  propriety  of  the  whole  feet  not 
volve  the  nation  in  an  expence  of  hav  ing  been  ready  to  fail,  not 
700,0001.  He  took  a  progrel-  merely  by  the  ioth  of  Odtober,  but 
five  view  of  the  army  expenditure  fo  as  to  have  cleared  the  Channel 
from  1792,  when  it  amounted  to  by  the  2cth  of  September.  The 
1,814,000!.  to  the  prefent  year,  when  neceffity  of  fending  out  a  great  ar- 
it  was  increafed  to  1 1,470,000b  The  mament  to  the  Wbeft  Indies  muff, 
ordnance  in  i  793  was  448,0001.  and  he  obferved,  have  been  known  to 
at  prefent  1,913,000b  fo  that  the  ar-  minifters  as  long  fince  as  laft  June 
my,  for  the  prefent  year,  would  coft  twelvemonths,  when  an  account  of 
the  country  13,383,000b  Thege-  the  recapture  of  Guadaloupe  was 
nerai  pointedly  animadverted  upon  received.  Before  the  charge  of 
the  mifmanagement  and  negledt  of  negledt  could  be  removed  from  mi- 
miniflers,  and  particularly  blamed  nifters,  they  muft  prove  that  the 
the  delay  in  feuding  out  the  Weft-  fleet  was  ready  to  fail  before  that 
India  fleet  —  the  ftate  of  inactivity  feafon  when  ftorms  and  tempers 
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generally  prevailed.  Frbm'  com¬ 
paring  the  reduction  of  the  army 
which  had  beeii  Rated,  and  the 
efti mates  of  the-  prefent  and  pre¬ 
ceding  yeaf,  he  contended  that  a 
laving  of  3  50,obCh  ought  to  have 
been  dedu&ed.  The  prov'fion  for 
the  Raff,  amounting  to  103,642!. 
was,  he  faid,  unparalleled  and  enor¬ 
mous  \  and  this  he  proved;  from  the 
ftatement  of  fums  required  for  this 
purpofe  under  "the  adtniniftration 
of  lord  Chatham  and  during  the  A- 
rhericaiii  war,  which  had  been  repro¬ 
bated  for  its  extravagance,  but 
which  fell  infinitely  ftiort  of  the 
prefent  fum. 

Mr.-  Fox  thought  :  minifters,  in 
juftification  of  themfelves,  ought  to 
call  for  an  inquiry.  The  aftertion, 
that  the  fleet  was  ready  to  fail  by 
the  ift  of  November,  could  not,  he 
averred,  be  made  good  upon  an  in¬ 
quiry.  He  cen lured  the  firft  expe¬ 
dition  to  fiance,  as  wild  an d  chi¬ 
merical;  on  this  expedition,  how¬ 
ever,  he  con  felled  there  was  lb  me 
room  for  difference  of  opinion; 
but  the  fecond  was  planned  and 
executed  in  contempt  of  the  expe¬ 
rience  to  be  collected  and  learned 
from  the  former.  In  the  prefent 
feafon  of  fcarcitv,  he  ftrongly  ob¬ 
jected  to  maintaining  fo  large  a 
body  of  cavalry,  'but  thought  it 
fhameful,  when  the  country  was  in 
no  danger  of  invafion,  to  keep  up  fo 

alarmingand  unprecedented  an  army 

iu  the  kingdom,  under  pretence  of 
the  preservation  of  domeftic  peace  : 
lie  obferved,  the  civil  power  had  al¬ 
ways  been  fufficient.  He  arraigned 
in  ftrong  terms  the  commencement 
and  conduCI  of  the  war;  which,  as 
u.fual,  was  as  ftrongly  defended  by 
Mr.  Pitt;  whq  farther  affigned,  as  a 
reafon  why  the  eftimates  of  the 
prefent  year  were  calculated  upon 
the  fame  fcale  as  thofe  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  though  that  exceeded 


the  expence;  that  “  laft  year  there 
was  a  conliderable  number  of  non - 
effectives?  and. therefore  a  faving  of 
pray  ;  but  that' this  year  there  would 
no  fuch  deficiency  be  found  in  the 
reduced  eftab l jfliment.  He  endea¬ 
voured,  to  juftify  the  increafed  ex- 
pences  of  the  ftafF;  he  mentioned 
the  increafe  in  the  militia,  the  fen- 
cible  and  the  yeomanry  corps,  and 
the  advantages  refolding  from  fu- 
periot  difcipline.  He  warmly  con¬ 
troverted  the.-  opinion,  that  Great 
Britain  had  for  the  laft  twelvemonth 
prevented  a  general  peace  from 
taking  place.  Mr.  Fox,  on  the  con¬ 
trary;  in  reply,  Rated  it  as  a  propo- 
fition  which  he  could  prove  and 
eftablilh  as  completely  as  any  poli¬ 
tical  proposition  could  reafonably 
be  proved  and  eftablilhed.  The 
recommitment  was  negatived  ;  and 
the  resolutions,  after  being  read  a 
fecond  time,  were  agreed  to. 

Upon  the  report  being  brought 
up,  a  difcuffion  again -took  place 
refpe&ing  the  Weil  India  expedi¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Grey  remarked  that  the 
armament  was  fo  far  from  being 
ready  at  the  time  mentioned  by 
minifters  (though  they  had  con¬ 
tended,  that,  in  order  to  make  an 
impreffion,  it  fliould  a<ft  together), 
that  the  contingent  from  Ireland 
was  not  yet  ready.  The  troops 
from  that  kingdom  had,  he  afferted, 
been  long  encamped  on  Spice 
I (land  in  the  cove  of  Cork,,  where, 
from  the  dampnefs  of  the  fituation 
and  the  detention,  they  had  loft 
many  men  by  difeafe,  and  had  then 
1200  fick  in  the  hofpital.  On  the 
28th  November,  they  had  not 
tranfports  fufficient  for  their  em¬ 
barkation,  by  3000  tons.  A  Rill 
further  difcuffion  took  place  re- 
fpeCting  the  charge  for  the  erebfion 
of  barracks.  The  expence  and 
u nc onftitntibnal  tendency  of  this 
nieafure  were  very  forcibly  expoGd 
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hy  Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor,  Mr.  Courte¬ 
nay,  Mr.  Whitbread,  Mr.  Sheri¬ 
dan,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  and 
Mr.  Martin  ;  and  the  meafure  was 
fupported  by  Mr.  Windham,  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  Mr.  Dundas.  In  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  this  debate,  Mr.  Whitbread 
moved  for  amending  the  refolution, 
by  omitting  the  fum  expended  for 
the  erection  of  barracks;  which  was 
negatived  by  a  divifion  of  74  again# 
28.  The  whole  of  the  debate 
ended  by  two  motions  from  Mr. 
Grey  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  for  papers 
relating  to  the  expences  of  the 
officering  of  barracks;  which  were 
ordered. 

The  papers  thus  moved  for  Deo, 
4,  were  not,  however,  brought 
forward  till  the  7th  of  March. 
On  the  8th  of  April  general  Smith 
moved  for  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  amount  of  the  expenditure 
in  eredHng  barracks,  to  investigate 
the  authority  for  this  application  of 
the  public  money,  and  to  report  the 
evidence,  with  their  opinion,  to  the 
houfe.  The  general  prefaced  this 
motion  by  a  fpcech,  in  which  he 
ilated  the  expence  of  barracks  at 
nearly  £ .  1 ,400,000.  The  incrtafed 
patronage  to  minifters  was,  he  laid, 
the  appointment  of  46  barrack- 
mafiers,  a  barrack-mafter  general, 
and  nineteen  officers,  with  faiaries 
amounting  to  £.1 1,000.  The  ge¬ 
nera!  pointed  out  infiances  where 
“  the  barrack-mafters  had  entered 
upon  pay  even  before  the  eredtion 
of  the  barracks,  perhaps  even  be¬ 
fore  they  were  intended.”  This, 

he  contended,  was uncoitfiitutional, 
and  a  grefs  infringement  of  Mr. 
Burke’s  bill.  The  barracks  already 
erected  were,  he  fa  id,  capable  of 
containing  34,000  troops,  which 
was  double  the  number  of  the 
ufual  peace  eftablifhment,  Was 
this  a  needlefs  fquandering  of  the 
public  money  ?  or  was  it  to  main¬ 


tain  a  {landing  army,  fufficlent  (to 
ufe  One  of  their  own  expreffions) 
to  enable  miniflers  to  exercife  a  rigour 

beyond  the  law  ? 

The  fecretary  at  war  allowed  the 
expence  to  be  very  great,  but 
thought  the  only  quefiion  was, 
whether  there  was  a  comparative 
proportion  between  the  magnitud  5 
of  the  expenditure  and  tne  im¬ 
portance  of  the  objedf.  Ih  point 
of  form,  he  allowed  there  had  been 
a  departure ;  but  no  public  incon¬ 
venience  arofe  from  it.  The 
quefiion,  though  it  had  not  come 
regularly  before  the  houfe,  had 
come  in  other  forms.  The  amount 
of  the  expence  of  Credfing  barracks 
could  not,  he  faid,  have  been  pre- 
vioufly  ascertained.  He  firongiy 
infified  upon  the  hardfhips  from 
which  innkeepers,  &c.  would  be 
relieved  by  theeredfion  of  barracks, 
who,  in  fadl,  had  no  more  right  to 
be  thus  burthened  than  any  other 
description  pf  people.  When  this 
practice  of  billeting  firft  obtained 
ground,  there  was  more  proportion 
between  the  pay  of  the  foldiers  and 
the  price  of  every  neceffary  of  life; 
and  therefore  the  foldier  was  better 
able  to  pay  for  his  fare.  The  ne- 
ceffity  of  getting  inns  for  the  fol¬ 
diers  often  made  their  route  more 
troublefome  and  circuitous,  and 
was  confequently  a  further  reafon 
for  the  eredlion  of  barracks.  From 
this  confideration,  and  the  allow- 
ance  which  it  had  been  found  tie- 
cefTary  to  make  to  innkeepers,  he 
contended  that  barracks  would  be 
confiderably  cheaper  in  tjmP  of  war, 
and,  he  believed,  alio  in  time  of 
peace.  In  the  event  of  a  peace,  it 
was  by  no  means  neceffary  to  fill 
them  with  troops.  On  a  general 
principle  of  defence,  it  might  bi 
neceffary  to  quarter  troops  where 
there  were  no  inns;  but,  without 
fuch  a  precaution  as  the  one  then 

under 
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under  confideration,  feme  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  fuch  as  the  towns 
upon  the  eaft  of  Scotland,  might  be 
liable  to  the  depredations  of  any 
privateer.  The  accommodation 
above  the  peace  eftabliftiment, 
which  he  ftated  at  3 700  men,  would 
only  allow  for  the  furplus  of  1 700, 

Which-  were  furelv  not  fufficient  to 

✓ 

excite  alarm.  The  new  fyftem 
was,  he  contended,  greatly  fuperior 
in  point  of  ceconomy  to  the  old; 
the  new  expences  included  a  part 
of  the  expences  formerly  placed  to 
the  account  of  ordnance;  a  part 
likewife  went  to  the  governors  of 
forts  and  garrifons.  With  re  fpeCt 
to  the  appointment  of  a  barrack- 
mailer  previous  to  building  tire 
barracks,  it  was  neceffary  to  have  a 
matter  to  treat  for  the  ground,  and 
overfee  the  progrefs  of  erection. 
He  ftated  further,  that  much  trou¬ 
ble  and  little  emolument  was  at¬ 
tached  to  thofe  offices,  and  that, 
therefore,  gentlemen  were  continu¬ 
ally  refigning  them.  The  erection 
of  barracks  was,  he  thought,  fur¬ 
ther  juftifiable  from  the  prevalence 
of  feditian,  which  rendered  it  ne- 
ceftary  to  remove  the  foldiery  from 
the  danger  of  contamination  :  it 
would  at  once  increafe  the  comforts 
and  the  obedience  of  the  foldiery. 
After  an  elaborate  vindication  of 
the  expreffion  alluded  to  in  the 
fpeech  of  the  preceding  fpeaker, 
Mr.  Windham,  as  might  be  expect¬ 
ed,  gave  a  diredt  negative  to  the 
motion. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor  obferved  that 
it  had  been  inftnuated,  that  fediti- 
ous  papers  had  been  thrown  into 
the  quarters  of  the  foldiers,  in  order 
to  corrupt  them;  and  therefore 
barracks  were  neceffary.  But  why 
might  not  thefe  papers  be  thrown 
into  the  barracks  ?  and  why  were 
not  perfons  thus  aCting  fubjeCfed  to 
the  pimifhments  provided  by  law  ; 
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Could  barracks,  however,  fecure 
the  foldiery  from  thofe  pernicious 
attacks?  Did  they  never  go  a- 
htoad,  and  fhare  with  their  fellow- 
citizens  the  bleffings  and  contagion 
of  fociety  ? — Automaton  troops  of 
fuch  difcipline  might  do  for  drill, 
but  the  beft  fupport  of  government, 
and  the  braveft  defenders  of  th£ 
rights,  liberties,  religion,,  and  pro¬ 
perty,  of  the  kingdom,  were  thofe 
who  had  an  intereft  in  all,  and  par¬ 
took  of  the  comforts  they  afford. 
Having  formerly  declared  his  fen- 
timents  refpeCiing  the  expediency 
and  advantages  of  uniting  the  cha¬ 
racters  of  the  foldier  and  citizen, 
he  would  at  prefent  decline  that 
fubjeCt ;  but  he  was  certain,  had 
Lord  North,  in  the  American  war, 
propofed  fuch  a  fyftem,  the  prefent 
minifter  would  have  been  one  of 
the  moft  ftrenuous  opponents  of  a 
meafure*  which  he  would  not  have 
hefitated  to  deem  eminently  weak 
and  extravagant.  He  proceeded  to 
notice  the  vaft  extenfton  of  patron¬ 
age,  and  pointedly  ridiculed  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  barrack-mafter  at 
Lincoln,  who,  though  he  could  not 
plead  having  feen  m Hitary  fervice, 
and  though  thefe  offices  were  held 
forth  by  the  fecretary  at  war  as 
rewards  for  men  whodeferved  well 
from  their  country,  yet  certainly 
poffeffed  uncommon  abilities,  and 
was  at  once  a  good  faddler,  a  good 
fportfman,  a  good  dancing-mafter, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  mafter  of  the 
ceremonies  at  the  Lincoln  affem- 
bly  I 

The  improbability  of  placing  the 
foldiery  in  fuch  a  fituation  as  to 
prevent  their  liftening  to  the1  voice 
of  fedition,  without  fhutting  them 
out  from  the  principles  of  rational 
liberty,  was  forcibly  ftated  bv  Mr. 
Fox.  God  forbid  that  they  lliould 
be  taught  difobedience  !  But  was  it 
not  a  plain  propofftion,  that  indif- 

criminate 
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criminate  obedience  was  not  the 
duty  of  an  Engli Hunan,  whether 
foldier  or  citizen?  It  one  fyftem 
was  more  corrupt  and  inimical  to 
freedom  than  another,  it  was  the 
fyftem  of  barracks.  The  canton¬ 
ment  in  barracks  of  the  army  of 
France  was,  he  pointedly  obferved, 
one  principal  caufe  of  the  revo¬ 
lution.  To  fpeak  in  terms  of  re¬ 
probation  of  thofe  who  held  doc¬ 
trines  hoftile  to  the  conftitution, 
-was  a  farce,  while  minifters  were 
continually  palling  ads  fubverfive 
of  its  acknowledged  principles. 
Their  manifest  breach  >of  the  ap¬ 
propriation  a £t.  muff  be  frefli  in 
every  one’s  recollection.  Thefe 
deviations  were  juftified  on  the  plea 
of  nscefftty:  fome  deviation  from 
firidb  form  was  confefied;  but  no¬ 
thing,  it  was  faid,  had  been  done 
fubftantially  prejudicial.  This  was 
the  language  of  him  who  had  a 
fa  notified  horror  at  every  thing 
which  wore  the  fern bla nee  of  re¬ 
form, — of  him  who  trembled  at  the 
bare  idea  of  making  one  ftep  to¬ 
wards  innovation  ;  yet  he  was  the 
per  foil  who  came  forward  to  fay 
that  forms  might  be  difpenfed  with. 
But  what  was  this  form  to  be  dif¬ 
penfed  with  ?  Was  it  not  to  dif- 
penfe  with  a  fundamental  principle 
of  the  conftitution  ?  Was  the  houfe 
not  called  upon  to  difpenfe  with 
that  controui  which  it  ought  to 
have  over  the  public  treafure,  and 
to  fandion  expenecs  to  which  it  had 
never  agreed  ?  The  conftitution 
averted  that  money  was  not  to  be 
levied  without  the  conlent  of  par¬ 
liament.  Had  not  that  been  done 
in  the  prefent  inftance?  When 
the  queftion  of  barracks  was  under 
the  contemplation  of  government, 
fhauld  it  not  have  been  foiemnly 
fubmitted  to  parliament,  and  ma¬ 
turely  considered,  and  not  brought 
before  them  for  approbation  after 


all  the  expence  had  been  incurred  ? 
Mr.  Fox  proceeded  to  notice  an  in- 
confiltency  which  had  appeared  in 
the  do&xines  laid  down  that  even¬ 
ing.  Barracks  were  faid  to  have 
been  ereded  upon  the  fpur  of  the 
occafton :  this  was  the  excufe  for 
their  erection ;  but  vet  it  is  aftert- 
ed  that  it  has  been  long  a  matter 
of  experience,  that  the  military 
could  not  be  properly  accommo¬ 
dated  in  any  other  way.  The  plan, 
he  contended,  had  been  long  in 
agitation,  though  minifters  had  not 
thought  proper  to  bring  it  regu¬ 
larly  before  the  houfe.  It  was  tri¬ 
umphantly  faid  that  our  anceftors 
gave  their  occafional  confent  to 
fuch  a  meafure  ;  but  was  there  any 
refemblance  between  fmall  can¬ 
tonments  partially  taking  place,  and 
the  fecluficm  of  the  whole  army 
from  the  reft  of  their  countrymen  ? 
— When  this  fubjedt  had  been 
brought  before  the  houfe  fome  time 
ago,  minifters  got  rid  of  it  by  the 
order  of  the  day.  Could  this  be 
called  a  folemn  decifion  of  par¬ 
liament?  That  decifion  gave  no 
countenance  whatever  to  the  im- 
authorifed  expenditure  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  money.  Many  of  the  barrack- 
mafters  were,  he  contended,  fe- 
lefted  merely  for  election  purpofes. 
Should  the  appointment  of  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  inquiry  be  refilled,  how¬ 
ever,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  though  he 
might  expofe  himfelf  to  invidious 
observations,  he  would  fay  that  we 
had  but  the  mockery  of  a  confti¬ 
tution.  If,  indeed,  minifters  dis¬ 
regarded  all  fundamental  princi¬ 
ples — if  the  houfe  quietly  tolerated 
their  exceftes — if  the  power  of  raif- 
ing  and  applying  qioney was  exer- 
cifed,  not  by  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mon's,  but  by  minifters,  what  was 
the  conftitution  but  a  farce  and 
mockery  ?  The  maintaining  of  a 
Handing  army  in  the  country,  $nd 

dif- 
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diftolving  fue  con  mention  between 
the  citizen  and  fo  Idler,  was,  he  ob¬ 
served,  a  matter  of  the  great  eft  de¬ 
licacy  and  intricacy;  and  it  would 
have  been  decent,  even  for  the  fake 
of  form,  for  minifters  to  have  given 
the  houfe  an  opportunity  of  exer- 
cifing  its  deliberative  fundfions,  be¬ 
fore  a  meafure  was  carried  into 
execution,  lo  hoftile  to  the  general 
freedom  and  happinefs  of  the  na¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Pitt  denied  that  the  /hutting, 
tip  foldiers  in  barracks  feduded 
them  from  the  fociety  of  their  fel¬ 
low  citizens ;  it  only  prevented  them 
from  fociety  at  a  time  when  the  ill- 
difpofed  of  the  community  might 
inftil  into  them  fentiments  of°  a 
tendency  pernicious  and  hoftile  to 
the  conftitution.  He  contended, 
that  the  fyftem  at  prefent  purfued 
had  been  fancfioned  by  the  legif- 
lature,  and  that,  inftead  of  intro¬ 
ducing  a  new  fyftem,  minifters 
merely  carried  on  an  old  one  to  a 
greater  extent.  If  the  principle,  as 
had  been  ftated,  was  repugnant  to 
parliament,  the  country,  and  the 
conftitution,  Would  they  not  have 
taken  fteps  to  flop  it!  !  !  and  con¬ 
sequently,  if  they  did  not,  their  con¬ 
fin'd  was  to  be  conftrued  into  a 
tacit  and  implied  approbation.  The 
manner  and  procefs  of  erecting 
barracks  could  not  furilifti  any  ar¬ 
gument  with  refpedl  to  their  no¬ 
velty.  There  did  not  appear  fhe 
ieaft  want  of  wifdom  in  the  fyftem, 
or  mismanagement  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  :  with  what  propriety,  then,' 
could  the  houfe  inftitute  an  in¬ 
quiry?  The  afferti-on,  that  go¬ 
vernment  had  no  right  to  employ 
money  in  extraordinary  fervices, 
was  unfounded.  The  meafure,  he 
contended,  was  only  a  prudent  and 
necefiary  extenfion  of  an  old  infti- 
tution.  The  fubftantial  queftion 
for  confideration  was,  whether  the 
r  796. 
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houfe  would  have  foregone  the  ex¬ 
pence  incurred  if  the  eftimate  had 
been  laid  before  them,  and  whether 
they  would  then  refufe  their  a  (Tent 
to  extraordinaries  fo  beneficially 
employed  ? 

The  fyftem  in  queftion  was  op- 
pofed  by  Mr.  W.  Smith,  as  novel 
to  the  conftitution,  highly  expen- 
five,  and  only  fit  for  the  moft  abfo- 
lute  and  defpotic  governments'.  It 
was  further  objected  to  with  un¬ 
common  humour  by  Miv  Courte¬ 
nay,  who  thought  the  fecretary  at 
war  had  not  been  treated  with  fuf- 
ficient  candour  and  fairnefs*  From 
an  uncommon  fpecies  of  ingenuous 
modefty  (not  always  to  be  found  in 
minifters)  a  moft  confiderable  and 
ample  fund  to  fupply  the  expence 
of  Creeping  barracks  in  every  part 
of  the  kingdom,  had  been  hitherto 
concealed,  A  new  and  moft  judi¬ 
cious  order  had  juft  been'  iftlied 
from  the  war  office,  that  all  the 
dung  of  the  dragoon  horfes,  which, 
from  time  immemorial,  had  been 
a  perquifite  to  the  foldiers,  was 
now  to  be  fold,  and  the  produce 
remitted  to  the  war- office,  to  be 
lodged  in  his  majefty’s  exchequer,* 
and  employed  for  the  fervice  of  the 
ftate.  In  his  ufual  ftrain  of  irony, 
Mr.  Courtenay  continued  to  enter¬ 
tain  the  houfe,  obferving,  that  the 
hon.  fecretary,  like  Virgil,  as  de-> 
feribed  by  Mr.  Addifon' 4  could  flat¬ 
ter  his  dung  with  a  grace  and  ma- 
jefty;’  and  the.  royal  domains  prim 
cipally  derived  their  rich  and  flou* 
rifliing  crops  from  the  manure  he 
beftowed  upon  them.  He,  with 
great  irony,  continued  to  compli¬ 
ment  the  fecretary  at  war  for  acting 
npon  thofe  enliplitened  motives 
which  lord  Chatham,  Montefquieu, 
and  Blackftone,  had  thought  might 
be  attended  with  the  moft  danger-, 
ous  confequences  to  a  free  coun¬ 
try.  He  had  no  doubt,  from  tire 


BRITISH  AND 


8* 

joy  exprefled  by  minifters  in  having 
the  half  pay  lift  relieved  by  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  providing  for  feveral 
meritorious  officers,  that  out  of  the 
fifty-fix  places  to  be  beftowed,  fifty 
at  leaft  had  been  given  to  gallant 
and  veteran  officers ;  and  he  fhould 
therefore  move  for  a  lift  of  the  bar¬ 
rack-mailers,  to  prove  to  the  coun¬ 
try  their  patriotifm  in  having  no 
regard  to  ele<ftion  jobs  and  im¬ 
proper  influence. 

Mr,  Grey,  after  reflating  his  af- 
fertions  on  a  former  night,  which 
he  contended  were  not  difproved, 
wifhed  to  know  what  were  to  be 
looked  upon  as  permanent  barracks 
for  a  peace  eftablilhment  ?  If  the 
new  barracks  were  to  hold  34,000 
troops,  and  the  old  20,000,  this 
would  be  54,000  on  a  peace  efta¬ 
blilhment.  If  the  barracks  were 
not  to  be  filled  with  troops,  how 
could  it  be  proved  that  the  cheap- 
eft  way  of  quartering  men  was  by 
keeping  up  barracks  for  many  more 
than  were  wanted  ?  With  refpefil 
to  the  expence  of  barracks,  he 
noticed  two  accounts,  one  of 
^.243,000,  the  other  of  ^.3 14,000, 
and  wilhed  to  know,  whether  thefe 
were  diftin<ft,  or  the  leffer  con¬ 
tained  in  the  greater  fum  ?  whether 
the  total  was  expended  in  the  laft 
live  years,  or  all  in  1795?  Mr. 


Steele,  in  reply,  recapitulated  the 
ftatement  made,  and  faid,  that  when 
the  intended  plan  was  completed, 
there  would  not  be  barracks  for 
more  than  25.-000  men.  He  vindi¬ 
cated  minifters  from  having  mifap- 
plied  the  vote  of  credit,  and  faid, 
they  had  only  afiled  like  former 
minifters  in  limilar  fituations.  This 
juftification  upon  precedent  was 
ridiculed  by  Mr.  Grey,  who,  with 
Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  con¬ 
tended  that  there  was  a  palpable 
inconfiftency  on  the  face  of  the 
accounts.  In  that  upon  the  table, 
it  was  Hated  that  .£.314,000  had 
been  paid  to  the  barrack-mafter 
general,  and  expended  in  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  temporary  barracks,  on  a 
warrant  dated  July  1795;  while  the 
account  given  in  by  minifters  laft 
year,  the  title  of  which  was  il  Ark' 
account  of  money  iffued  to  the  bar¬ 
rack-mafter  general  for  the  eredlion 
of  temporary  barracks,  up  to  De¬ 
cember  31ft,  1 795,”  amounted  only 
to  ^.243,000.  A  difference  of 
^  7  3,000  therefore  remained  to  be 
accounted  for.  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr. 
Steele  in  reply  faid,  they  believed 
almoft  all,  if  not  the  whole,  was 
expended  in  1795.  On  a  divifion 
of  the  houfe,  the  ayes  were  24,. 
noes  98. 
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The  Budget.  Efimates.  Taxes.  Debate  concerning  the  Loan.  Further 
Debates  on  this  Sub]  eft.  /! lotion  for  a  Com  mi /tec  of  Inquiry  concerning  it* 

Clofe  Committee  appointed.  Report  of  the  Committee.  Debate  on  the  Report „ 
Motion  ref  pc  fling  the  ffliiious  Hamburgh  Bids  drawn  by  the  Treafury. 
Debates  on  the  V lie' of  Credit  Bill — In  the  Commons  —  In  the  Lords.  Op~ 
poftion  to  the  Lax  on  Tobacco.  To  the  Horfe  Duty.  Tax  on  Callicoes  given 
up.  Debates  on  Collateral  SucceJ/ton  Tax.  Tax  on  Landed  SucceJjion 
abandoned  by  the  JMinifer. 

AT  a  very  early  period  in  the  of  laying  before  the  commons  the 
feffion  (Nov.  18th),  the  mi-  ufual  motions  with  refpefil  to  the 
rafter  gave  notice  of  his  intention  national  expenditure  and  fupplies. 

The 
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Tlie  budget, "however,  (as  it  is  term¬ 
ed  in  the  technical  language  of  the 
houfe)  was  not  opened  till  Dec.  7, 
when  Mr.  Pitt  obierved  that  he 
was  fully  aware  of  the  difficulties  of 
calling  the  attention  of  the  houfe 
to  a  view  of  the  expences  of  the 
year  at  fo  early  a  period,  when 
many  of  them  muft  be  judged  of  by 
eftimate,  and  of  courfe  muft  be 
taken  upon  confidence.  He  called 
upon  the  committee,  however,  to 
recolleft  the  profpeft  of  peace  held 
out  to  them  by  his  majeftv’S  fpeeeh; 
adding,  that  it  was  probable  a  fpee- 
dy  termination  to  the  war  woilld 
be  materially  aftifted  by  (hewing 
ourfelves  prepared  for  either  alter¬ 
native.  He  therefore  thought  it 

Navy— 1 10.000  feamen 
Ordnance  ^.624, 152  1 

Extraordinaries  ^.708,400  o 


Army— guards,  garrifons,  &c. 

Chelfea,  Sec.  Sec. 
Extraordinaries 
Foreign  corps 
Sardinian  fubfidy 
Further  extraordinaries  computed  at 
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beft  to  open  the  general  ftate  of 
receipt  and  expenditure ;  and  he  did 
this  with  the  more  confidence,  in 
the  perfuafion  that  the  account 
would  be  a  triumph  of  the  finances 
of  Great  Britain,  and  fully  demon- 
ftrate  her  equal  to  every  emer¬ 
gency  !  He  was  the  more  induced 
to  this,  from  obferving  the  totallv 
exhaufted  ftate  of  the  enemy,  while 
Great  Britain  could  confidently 
look  forward  to  providing  the 
means  for  carrying  on  the  war  dur¬ 
ing  years  if  neceffary,  without  btrr- 
thening  the  people  or  injuring 
trade  !  !  !  The  whole  of  the  flip- 
ply  wanted,  Mr.  Pitt  ftated  as  fol¬ 
lows  ? 


/.j, 720,0  00  » 

8 

o 

-1,332,552  18  £.  s.  Ji 

- - —  7,072,552  1  8 

6,194,452  14  5 
2,646,990  1.9  10 

-  300,000 

200,000 
3  50,000 


Ordnance  -  - 

Mifcellaneous  fervices,  plantation  eftimates,  &c.  See. 

Vote  of  credit  - 

Exchequer  -  -  - 

Annual  addition  to  finking  fund  -  £ 

Deficiencies  of  grants 

Ditto  land  and  tnalt  * 


050,000 

0 

0 

1,744,471. 

8 

1 

360,6 16 

8 

5 

2,500,000 

0 

0 

3,500,000 

0 

0 

200,000 

0 

0 

2,333,000 

0 

0 

350,000 

0 

0 

7,662,083 

12 

6 

1-and  tax 


The  ways  and  means  Mt.  Pitt  ftated  to  be,* 
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^.2,000,000 

750,00©; 

Growing 
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Growing  produce  of  confoiidated  fund  on 
5th  Jan,  1796,  computed  at 
Money  arifmg  from  the  fale  of  Dutch  prizes 
Imp  reft  - 


f  2,395,000 

J 

1)000,000 

200,000 


Deduct  from  half  year’s  intcteft  on  new  dock 

Exchequer  hills  - 

Loan  ~  • 


3,595,000 

360,000 

- - -  3,235,000 

3,500,000 
-  18,000,000 


.£.27,485,000 


The  further  funis  to  be  provided 
for  in  the  courfe  of  the  feltion,  were, 
he  obferved,  fir  ft,  the  navy  debt, 
which  had  increafed  to  five  mil¬ 
lions.  This  was  not,  however,  to 
be  regretted,  confidering  the  proud 
height  to  which  our  navv  had  ri fen. 
This  was  chiefly  to  be  afcribed  to 
the  purchafe  of  India  Blips,  and 
the  employment  of  numerous  tranR 
ports.  In  the  eufuing  year  he  ex- 
petfted  a  faving  in  this  branch  of 
at  leaft  two  millions  and  a  half. 
The  army  extraordinaries  would, 
he  thought,  not  exceed  two  millions 
and  a  half.  Another  important 
fum  to  be  attended  to  was  the 
bounty  upon  corn  to  be  imported. 
He  did  not  think  i,ooo,oool.  was 
fo  wide  a  fum  as  was  lhkelv  to  be 

j 

called  for.  There  was-,  however, 
he  obferved.  a  fund  to  which  the 
hou fe  might  look  with  confidence, 
if  they  were  difpofed  to  refer  it  to 
the  public  fervice.  Upon  an  ave¬ 
rage  of  three  years,  the  proviiion 
made  for  the  American  loyalifts 
had  produced  300,000!. ;  of  the 
charge  upon  this  fund  only 
250,000b  would  be  due  after  this 
year.  The  permanent  taxes,  and 
the  growing  produce  of  the  confo- 
jidated  fund,  were  more  than  equal 
to  the  ex i fling  charge  upon  it ;  and 
the  taxes  of  la  ft  year  bade  fair  to 
come  up  to  the  funis  at  which  they 
were  taken,  as  thev  had  already 


amounted  to  two-thirds.  The  taxes 
for  the  loan  of  i8,ooo,oool.  for 
which  he  had  contradfed,  he  fhoukl 
fubmit  to  the  houfe,  after  premifmg 
that  the  int^reft  upon  every  iool. 
borrowed  was  4I.  13s.  6d.  to  which 
was  to  be  added  the  one  per  cent', 
wifely  provided  by-  parliament  ia 
aid  of  the  fund  for  difcharging  the 
national  debt.  This  made  the  in- 
tereft  amount  to  the  annual  fum  of 
1,111,500b  and  for  this  he  fliould 
propofe  taxes  upon  collateral  lega¬ 
cies,  an  addition  of  io  per  cent,  on 
the  aflefled  taxes,  a  tax  upon  horfes, 
a'  tax  upon  tobacco,  a  tax  upon 
printed  cottons  and  callicoes,  a 
duty  upon  fait,  and  a  reduction  of 
the  bounty  upon  the  export  of  re¬ 
fined  fugar.  With  refpedt  to  the 
tax  on  legacies,  it  had  already  been 
tried  'in  Holland,  and  been  found 
neither  oppreffive,  nor  had  it  in 
any  degree  taken  from  induftry  its 
flimulus  in  the  acquifition  of  wealth. 
Nor  was  the  principle  new  in  this 
country,  where  a  tax  upon  legacies 
had  exified  feveral  vears.  He  meant 
to  propofe,  therefore,  a  tax  of  two 
per  cent,  on  alb  legacies  above  a 
certain  extent  in  the  firft  collateral 
degree,  and  alfo  to  extend  to  refi- 
duary  legatees  —  three  per  cent,  on 
firft  coufins  —  four  per  cent,  on  fe-. 
cond  coufins  — and  fix  per  cent,  on 
more  remote  relations,  and  on  ft  ran¬ 
gers.  From  the  calculations  re- 

fpedBng 
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fpeding  the  amount  of  property  in 
England,  made  in  the  beginning  of 
the  prefent  century,  the  lowed  a- 
m minted  to  2 5,000,000!.  Edi  mating 
this  rental  at  28  years’  purchafe, 
The  landed  property 

was  -  ^.700,000,000 

Perfonal  property  ^.600,000,000 

Total  -  ^.1,300,000,000 

From  an  infpe&ion  of  the  records 
of  the'  courts  of  Canterbuiv  and 
York,  it  appeared,  that  about  one 
third  of  the  perfonal  property  de- 
vifed  by  will  went  to  collateral 
branches.  Of  landed  property,  the 
proportion  was  about  one  fifth  ;  he 
would  therefore  take  the  medium, 
one  fourth,  upon  which  to  form 
the  probable  edimate.  From  the 
calculation  of  property  transferred 
by  will,  this  tax  would  amount  to 
£94,000!.  per  ann.  from  this  he 
would  deduct  the  prefent  tax  upon 
legacies,  amounting  to  44,000k  per 
ann,  and  take  the  new  tax  at 
250,000!. 

With  refpect  to  the  affefied  taxes, 
the  amount  was  well  afcertained  ; 
the  10  per  cent,  to  be  laid  upon 
them,  he  eftimated  at  140,000k 
From  this  whole  he  meant  to  ex¬ 
empt  horfes,  as  they  were  to  make 
a  feparate  tax.  On  thefe  animals 
kept  for  pleafure,  it  was  his  in¬ 
tention  to  double  the  taxes  already 
paid,  fo  that  rl.  would  be  paid  by 
a  perfon  who  kept  one  1  orfe,  and 
12k  by  thole  who  had  fix  ;  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  this  he  fhould  eflimate  at 
1 1 6,oool.  He  fhould  alfo  propofe 
a  tax  of  2s,  per  horfe  upon  all  hor¬ 
fes  kept  for  induftry  ;  and  he  fhould 
eflimate  the  tax  upon  fuch  horfes  at 
r 00,000k  The  tax  upon  tobacco 
he  fliould  propofe  to  be  4d.  per  lb. 
which  would  produce  -170,000k 
Upon  printed  goods  he  fhould  pro? 
pofe  an  additional  tax  of  twopence 
halfpenny  per  yard,  which  he  edi- 
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mated  at  135,000k  With  refpect 
to  fair,  he  only  propofed  a  re¬ 
gulation,  which  would  produce 
32,000k  The  reduction  of  the 
dra  whack  upon  refined  fugar  might 
be  confidered  in  precifely  the  fame 
predicament :  he  fnould  propofe  to 
reduce  it  one  fourth,  which  would 
be  a  faying  to  the  amount  of 
180,000k  The  total  of  thefe  tax¬ 
es  amounted  to  1,127,000k 

The  whole  amount  of  the  fum 
for  which  he  eftimated  the  new 
taxes,  would  be  1,120,000k  and 
the  fum  for  the  payment  of  the  in-* 
teredofthe  loan  was  only  1,1 15,000k 
This  was  all  that  was  necenary  to 
be  faid,  had  nothing  been  advanced 

refpeting  the  terms  on  which  the 

loan  was  borrowed.  The'  intered 
he  had  already  dated  at  4k  13s.  6d. 
per  cent,  to  which  the  provifion  for 
a  reduction  of  the  capital,  in  the 
proportion  of  one  per  cent,  made 
the  whole  'amount  to  fix  per  cent. 
In  the  fourth  year  of  a  war  held 
out  to  be  peculiarly  difadrous  and 
odious  to  the  public,  a  loan  of  18 
millions  had  been  negotiated  upon 
terms  little  more  than  four  and  a 
half  per  cent.  This  he  dated  as 
p'ima  facie  evidence  of  our  pro¬ 
sperity.  He  had,  he  faid,  difeharged 
his  full  duty  in  obtaining  terms  as 
favourable  as  he  thought  ought  to 
be  obtained,  with  due  regard  to  the 
real  intereds  of  the  public.  With 
refpect  to  his-  departure  from  the 
ideal  mode  of  competition  in  mak¬ 
ing  a  loan,  Mr.  Pitt  dated  that  he 
had  heard  it  fuggeded  that  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  concerned  in  the  fad  loan 
had  a  right  to  a  preference  in  any 
future  one,  till  all  the  indalments  on 
the  former  loan  were  paid  off. 
The  pretentious  of  the  contractors 
for  the  lad  loan  had  not  till  lately 
been  formally  notified  to  him. 
Thefe  pretentions  reded  on  the 
grounds  that  no  indance  had  oc- 
F  3  curred, 
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purred,  when  a  new  loan  was  con¬ 
tracted  for, previous  to  thedifcharge 


of  the  payments  upon  the  one  pre¬ 
ceding,  and  that  great  inconveni¬ 
ence  would  arife  from  fuch  a  loan 
Feing  at  market  before  the  divi¬ 
de  ds  on  the  ferip  were  paid  off. 
Further,  that  when,  in  negotiating 
the  laft  loan,  they  propofed  paying 
the  4ft  dividend  on  the  ift  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  1 79b,  be  had  objected  to  it 
on  the  probability  that  a  new  loan 
might  be  wanted  before  the  laft 
ferip  was  paid.  They  had  there¬ 
fore  concluded  that  he  would  not 
negotiate  another  loan  previous  to 
the  former  being  paid  off.  The 
governor  of  the  bank  had  con¬ 
firmed  the  reafonings  of  the  con¬ 
tractors  ;  and  he  could  not,  con¬ 
fidently  with  public  faith,  without 
their  confent,  contraCd  for  a  new 
loan.  He  was  therefore  bound 
either  to  wait  for  the  expiration  of 
the  laft  payment,  or  fo  to  aCt,  that 
the  former  contractors  might  not 
find  themfelves  aggrieved.  The 
delay,  he  thought,  would  be  highly 
prejudicial-  Taking,  however,  the 
alternative  not  to  forego  a  fair  com¬ 
petition,  and  that  the  terms  of  the 
|oan  fhouid  be  juft  and  wife,  the 
former  contractors  were  willing  to 
enter  into  a  competition  of  offers, 
on  condition  they  fhouid  have  an 
option  to  take  the  loan  at  one  half 
per  cent,  lefs  advantageous  to.  the 
public  than  the  lowed:  terms  offered 
by  any  other  contractor;  and  this 
jbalf  per  cent,  amounted  to  90,0001. 
Fearing  that  this  might  prevent  bid¬ 
ding,  and  to  fave  the  public  from 
-any  difad  vantage,  he  had  taken  pre¬ 
cautions,  before  he  confented  to 
even  this  qualified  competition. 
Tvlr.  Boyd  v  as  willing  to  take  the 
Joan  on  fuch  terms  as  he  fhouid 
award,  on  the  event  of  Mr.  Mor¬ 
gan’s  refufal  to  govern  the  terms  by 
the  prefent  price  of  ftock  ;  and  on 


Mr.  Morgan’s  refufal,  he  had  fixed 
them  as  advantageoufly  fog  the 
country  as  could  be  eftablifhed  wjth 
a  view  to  policy  and  public  credit. 
He  bad  ftated  to  the  contractors, 
that  an  unfunded  navy  debt  of  five 
millions,  was  likely  to  enfue  in  the 
n.ext  year,  and  referved  the  free 
option  and  diferetion  of  this  coun¬ 
try  to  enable  the  emperor  to  raife  a 
fum  for  carrying  on  the  war.  This 
amounting  perhaps  to  three  mil¬ 
lions,  added  to  the  navy  debt,  mads 
the  poflibility  of  raifing  eight  mil¬ 
lions  in  the  en fuing  year.  Under 
thefe  circumftances,  Mr.  Boyd  ac¬ 
cepted  the  following  terms : 

120  in  the  3  per  cent,  confols. 

25  in  the  3  per  cent,  reduced. 

And  6s.  6d.  in  the  long  annuities 

The  whole  amount  for  tool. 
104I.  5s.  3d. 

In  the  laft  loan  the  difeount  was 
2I.  3s.  in  this  it  would  be  3s.  more, 
arifing  from  the  difference  of  pay¬ 
ment  on  the  3d  and  30th  of  this 
month.  The  loan  of  the  former 
year  had,  he  faid,  been  agreed  to 
be  favourable  for  the  country  ;  the 
terms  of  the  loan  this  year  were 
a  quarter  per  cent,  more  favourable. 
Though  larger  by  one  half  than  the 
loans  in  the  American  war,  which 
were  at  from  5I.  to  6i.  intereft,  this 
was  at  little  more  than  four  and  a 
half.  It  would  not  fuffer  in  com¬ 
panion  with  loans  in  time  of  peace. 
On  comparing  it  with  the  loan  in 
1789  for  the  Spanilh  armament,  it 
appeared  to  have  been  made  on 
better  terms.  When  he  confidered 
that  the  new  taxes  kept  pace  with 
the  fums  at  which  they  were  efti- 
mated,  and  were  fully  adequate  for 
the  purpofes  intended,  and  the 
numberlefs  circumftances  which 
proved  the  riling  credit  of^the 
country,  and  her  full  ability  to 
carry  on  the  arduous  conteft  in 
which  fhe  was  engaged,  he  felt  his 
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heart  diiatQ  with  pride  and  fatis- 
fadlion ! 

Mr.  W.  Smith  thought  the  point 
for  difcuffion  refpe&ing  the  loan 
was,  whether  there  were  fu  fficient 
grounds  for  the  exifting  contradf, 
and  whether  the  terms  were  fuch 
as  the  houfe  ought  to  famftion.  He 
was  inftrudfed  by  the  petitioners 
againft  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftance,  to  ftate,  that  on  the  night 
preceding  the  26th  of  November, 
when  the  contract  with  Mr.  Bovd 
was  figned,  that  gentleman’s  me¬ 
morial  had  not  been  presented:  it 
therefore  appeared,  that,  had  every 
thing  on  all  tides  been  fairly  and 
liberally  intended,  the  night  before 
figning  the  contract  would  not  have 
been  the  time  for  the  firft  plea  of 
the  memorial,  when  notice  had  been 
given  of  an  open  competition  ten 
days  before,  and  a  circular  letter 
was  written  by  the  fecretary  of 
Hate,  in  which  a  general  invitation 
was  given,  without  any  mention  of 
preference.  The  grounds  for  pre¬ 
ference  in  Mr.  Boyd's  memorial 
were,  that  he  had  a  leafe  of  the 
monied  intereft  for  one  year,  or  at 
leaft,  to  the  payment  of  the  la  ft 
loan  of  1795,  which  was  computed 
to  amount  to  5,000,000b  and  might 
be  greatly  injured  by  the  inter¬ 
vention  of  another  contract.  This 
ftatement  he  was  in  fome  meafure 
.  prepared  to  deny,  and  could  prove, 
that  only  1,400,000b  remained  in 
the  market.  Mr.  Smith  proceeded  to 
contend  that  there  was  nearly  as 
much  money  loft  by  the  prefent 
negotiation  on  one  part,  as  the 
477,000b  if  it  could  have  been 
loft,  would  have  been  on  the  other. 
If  any  preference  were  due,  it  was 
to  Mr.  Morgan,  who,  three  years 
ago,  had  made  a  loan  of  1 2,000,000b 
when  he  objected  to  another  loan, 
till  all  the  fbares  were  difpofed  of  ; 
and  the  loan  was  made  on  that 


condition.  This  was  in  February  ; 
yet  the  May  following  another  loan 
was  entered  into  for  the  emperor, 
when  the  {hares  of  12,000,000!. 
were  at  difcount  That  loan  was 
the  beft  ever  made  for  this  country  ; 
and  it  was  therefore  reafonable  that 
thofe  who  had  fuffered  on  a  former 
occafion  ftiould  have  had  the  right 
of  preemption.  A  pre-engagement 
with  the  prefent  contractors  did  not 
hold  good  in  all  its  connections. 
Mr.  Boyd  had  it  again,  with  a  dif¬ 
ferent  lift  of  individuals.  No  fub- 
fcriber  to  the  former  loan  had  af- 
ferted  a  claim  to  the  prefent,  for 
which  there  was  a  very  good  rea- 
fon,  fince  that  was  worth  from  12. 
to  14  per  cent,  confequently  they 
could  have  been  no  lofers.  After 
fuch  advantages,  Mr.  Smith  thought 
it  very  unreafonable  that  they 
fliould  have  the  pre-emption,  to  the 
exclufion  of  thofe  who  had  loft:  by 
a  former  loan,  and  to  the  great  dis¬ 
advantage  of  the  public.  To  call 
the  terms  offered  a  competition, 
was,  he  thought,  a  mere  abufe  of 
words.  Had  it  been  rejected  by 
Mr.  Boyd,  that  rejection  would  have 
proved  its  want  of  value;  and  any 
man  who  had  taken  it,  with  the 
addition  of  10  {hillings  per  cent, 
would  have  proved  himfelf  an 
ideot.  The  public  mind  was  fo 
much  made  up  that  Mr.  Boyd  was 
to  have  the  loan,  that  bets  were 
publicly  offered  upon  it.  Contrary 
to  the  common  practice  in  making 
loans,  Mr.  Smith  after  ted  that  this 
had  been  concluded  with  uncom¬ 
mon  precipitation  ;  and  Mr.  Mor¬ 
gan  had  heard  of  it  on  ’change, 
when  he  conceived  the  matter  was 
{till  und^r  deliberation.  The  mo¬ 
ney  borrowed  might,  he  contended, 
have  been  had  at  two  per  cent, 
lefs  ;  of  which  he  was  ready  to  pro¬ 
duce  proof  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe. 
Four  hundred  thoufend  pounds 
F  4  might, 
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might,  he  faid,  have  been  faved 
to  the  public.  The  fhadow  qf  com¬ 
petition  had  only  produced  inif- 
chief,  occafioned  by  the  minifter 
not  waiting  for  the  propofal  of 
Mr,  Boyd,  but  offering  terms  to 
him,  and  throwing  him  in  fix  per 
cent,  when  he  might  have  had'  the 
money  on  better  terms  for  the 
public.  This  was  a  fad  unnecef- 
iary  to  prove.  He  knew,  he  faid, 
that  this  had  not  been  tranfaded 
without  confultation,  but  thought 
3. confutation  with  the  governor  or 
deputy  governor  of  the  bank  ex¬ 
tremely  improper,  as  they  wei^ 
officially  entitled  to  a  confiderable 
ffiare  of  the  loan,  and  could  not  be 
hated  as  perfedly  diflnterefted  in 
the  bargain.  To  faniftion  the  loan, 
tended,  he  faid,  to  prevent  all  fu¬ 
ture  competition;  and  concluded  a 
very  able  fpeech  by  moving,  that, 
after  the  firft  refolution  for  granting 
18,000,900].  to  his  majefty,  fliould 
be  agreed  to,  the  chairman  fhould 
report  progreft,  in  order  that  when 
the  houfe  was  refumed,  he  might 
move  for  an  inquiry  refpeding  the 
loan.  His  propofal  was,  however, 
thrown  out  by  a  majority  of  237 
again  ft  27. 

On  reading  the  refolution  for 
.blowing  the  fubferibers  to  the  loan 
^s.  6ii.  long  annuities,  Mr.  HuiTey 
moved  an  amendment,  that,  it^ffead 
pf  fix,  the  wor A  four  fliould  be  in¬ 
serted  ;  which,  after  feme  debate, 
was  negatived  without  a  divifion. 

•  The  bufmefs  of  the  loan,  how¬ 
ever,  after  being  repeatedly  ad¬ 
verted  to  and  centered  by  Mr.  Fox 
and  feveral  members  of  opposition 
in  the  houfe,  was  again  formally 
brought  forward  by  Mr.  Smith  on 
tbe  15th  of  December,  in  a  motion 
for  a  committee  of  inquiry  on  this 
fubjeCl.  He  particularly  wifhed 
this,  that  buyers  of  a  loan  fliould 
know,  that,  in  cafe  of  an  extrava¬ 


gant  bargain,  it  would  befubjeCf  td 
revifion.  The  defence  made  by. 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
, though  he  was  ple-dged  not  to  bring 
a  new  loan  into  the  market  till  the 
laid  inftalment  on  the  laft  year’s 
was  filled  up,  was,  he  thought,  ex¬ 
traordinary.  The  pledge  had  en*. 
tirely  efcaped  the  chancellor^  me¬ 
mory,  and  relied  wholly  on  the 
governor  of  the  bank.  It  was  he 
who  had  announced  a  competition, 
and  it  was  upon  his  recollection  of 
a  precious  pledge,  that  the  compe¬ 
tition  had  been  laid  afide.  If  fuch 
a  pledge  really  exifted,  the  minifter 
ought  to  have  advifed  with  the 
houfe  before  he  wantonly  threw 
away  i8o,oool.  of  the  public  mo¬ 
ney.  A  fmaller  loan  might  have 
been  contracted  for,  till  the  former 
inltalments  were  paid  up.  Mr. 
Morgan  had,  he  thought,  fuffered 
perfonal  injuftice.  The  intereft, 
he  obferved,  was  faid  to  be  4I.  13s, 
6d.  and  it  was  therefore  boafted 
that  the  bargain  was  good.  Mr. 
Smith,  hovvever,  entered  into  a  cal¬ 
culation,  to  fhew  that  in  faCt  the 
intereft  amounted  to  4I.  17s.  6d. 
and  that  this  difference  upon  fuch  a 
capital  was  immenfe.  The  bar¬ 
gain  for  the  loan,  he  proceeded  to 
remark,  was  concluded  jufl  thirteen 
days  before  a  meffage  arrived  to 
that  ho'ufe  from  his  majefty.  This 
meffage  informed  them,  that  the 
crifis  which  was  depending  at  the 
commencement  of  the  feffion  had 
led  to  fuch  an  order  of  things  in. 
France,  as  would  induce  his  ma¬ 
jefty  to  meet  auv  negotiation  on 
their  part  for  peace,  with  an  earneft 
defire  to  give  it  the  fulleft  effed. 
Mr,  Smith  could  not  fee  any  cir- 
cumftances  affeCting  the  relative 
fttuation  of  that  country  to  this, 
that  rendered  particularly  expedi¬ 
ent  a  meffage  which  had  certainly 
had  a  very  favourable  operation 
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Vpoti  the  loan,  which,  within  three 

days  after  the  conclufion  of  the 
✓ 

bargain,  bore  a  profit  to  the  fub~ 
fcribers  of  no  lefs  than  250,000].  a 
profit  little  lefs  than  all  the  loans 
during  the  American  war  had 
brought  to  the  contractors,  though 
lord  North  was  often  reprobated 
for  extravagance,  and  even  in  one 
inftance  convicted  of  corruption. 
Tfe  average  intereft  of  lord  North’s 
loans  did  not  exceed  44.  per  cent, 
thofe  of  the  prefent  chancellor,  in 
a  period  of  much  greater  profperitv, 
were  no  lefs  than  54.  In  the  courfe 
of  four  years,  fifty-one  millions  had 
been  borrowed  ;  and  if  the  loan  of 
.eleven  millions  formerly  contracted 
for  by  Mr.  Morgan  was  thrown 
out  of  the  account,  the  intereft 
.paid  by  the  country  would  be 
found  to  amount  to  7  per  cent. 
This  loan  was,  he  contended,  ftill 
more  reprehenfible  from  the  fitu- 
ation  of  the  country.  Exciufive  of 
this  loan  of  eighteen  millions,  the 
national  debt  amounted  to  388 
millions ;  the  annual  intereft  of  this 
debt  to  10,640,000!.  During  the 
laft  nine  years,  a  fum  of  about 
15  millions  3  per  cents,  had  been 
paid  off,  but  98  millions  had  been 
added  Since  the  year  1791,  though 
the  ways  and  means  had  been  ftated 
to  exceed?  the  expenditure,  the  de¬ 
ficiency  i<i  that  year  was  430,0001. 
in  1792  Hill  more  ;  in  1793 
8qo,ooo1.  and  in  the  prefent  year 
it  amounted  to  a  very  large  fum 
indeed.  Add  to  this,  that  fince  the 
year  1784  five  millions  of  taxes 
annually  had  been  laid  on.  Should 
then  any  of  the  means  of  our  pro¬ 
sperity  fail,  where  would  the  taxes 
be  found  to  pay  fuch  an  enormous 
accumulation  of  debt  ?  More  mo¬ 
ney,  he  contended,  was  thrown 
away  by  the  loan,  than\faved  by 
the  redufition  in  the  expenditure  of 
the  public  offices. 

\ 


The  inquiry  was  readily  agreed 
to  by  Mr.  Pitt,  who  vindicated  the 
governors  of  .the  bank  from  having 
had  any  ftiare  in  the  tranfafifion  of 
the  loan,  except  being  witneffes  to 
it.  With  refpefif  to.  the  obfervation 
of  Mr.  Smith,  that  the  greater  part 
of  thofe  who  compofed  the  lift  of 
Boyd  and  Co.  were  excluded  from 
a  large  portion  of  their  fubfcrip- 
tion,  when  it  was  known  that  {& 
conllderabie  a  bonus  was  attached  to 
the  loan,  he  averred,  that  neither  in 
this  nor  any  other  loan  did  he  know 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  diftri- 
buted.  The  queftion  for  confide- 
ration,,  he  obferved,  was,  whether* 
under  all  the  circumftances  in 
which  the  loan  was  made,  it  was 
an  improvident  bargain.  If  a  bet¬ 
ter  loan  could  have*  been  made,  he 
rnuft  fubrnit  to  cenfure;  but  the 
guilt  to  be  imputed  to  him  was  not 
to  be  governed  by  the  fum  which 
the  contractors  might  profit  by  the 
loan,  but  upon  circumftances  ante¬ 
cedent  to  the  prefent  period.  At 
the  moment  of  contra&ing  for  the 
loan,  gentlemen  confidered  the 
whole  fum  which  from  a  fortunate 
concurrence  had  ultimately  come  to 
the  Tub  fcribers,  as  fo  much  money 
absolutely  taken  from  the  public; 
but  the  utmoft  lofs  to  them  was  the 
difference  between  the  terms  upon 
which  the  loan  might  have  been  had, 
and  thofe  which  had  been  made.  In 
all  loans,  fubfcribers  had  been  allow¬ 
ed  to  have  5.  per  cent,  but  the  whole 
profit  to  the  fubfcribers,  according  to 
the  arguments  adduced,  was  to  be 
confidered  as  a  lofs  tothepublic.  Mr. 
Morgan  had  neither  informed  him 
of  any  thing  refpefif  ing  an  imperial 
loan,  nor  of  the  ftate  of  the  navy 
debt.  Let  it,  however,  be  fup- 
pofed  that  the  terms  of  Mr.  Mor¬ 
gan,  as  they  had  been  fince  ftated, 
had  been  agreed  to  ;  this  would  not 
amount  to  any  thing  like  the  fupply 
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of  the  public  lofs  which  was  faid 
to  be  fuftained.  After  the  meflage 
had  been  brought  forward,  many 
circumflances  had  occurred,  both 
in  the  fituation  of  .this  country  and 
of  Europe,  which  were  not  then 
known  either  bv  them  or  him. 
The  offer  of  gentlemen  who  now 
inveighed  fo  much  againft  him  was 
not  to  or  12  per  cent,  but  two 
fbilbngs  upon  the  long  annuities. 
'I  he  u  hole  effects  of  the  loan,  he 
contended,  proved  that  the  credit 
of  the  country  was  greater  than  in 
former  loans  ‘y  and  it  was  reafona- 
ble  at  the  time  it  was  made  to  con¬ 
jecture,  that  bringing  18  millions  to 
market  would  have  an  immediate 
<ef?e£t  to  the  amount  of  2  per  cent. 
With  refpeCt  to  the  melTage  from 
Hs  majefiy  being  brought  forward 
at  fuch  a  time, as  muff  be  advan¬ 
tageous  to  the  loan,  it  was  a  fpecide 
event,  arifing  from  the  fentiments 
conveyed  from  the  throne  at  the 
opening  of  the  fefhon  :  he  thought 
it  of'greai  public  importance  that  it 
fhould  come. at  the  time  it  did. 
How  far  it  operated  on  the  price  of 
flock,  he  fliould  not  attempt  to  de¬ 
termine:  but  he  could  by  no  means 
agree  that  it  conveyed  a  fenfe  of  an 
immediate  peace.  The  rife  in  the 
fund sd id  not,  he  contended,  proceed 
from  the  meflage,  but  from  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  the  Auftrian  arms,  —  the 
difference  which  had  taken  place  in 
the  affairs  of  Europe,  —  the  rapidly 
increafing  dill  refs  of  the  enemy 
from  the  almoft  extinguifhed  hate 
of  their  refources, —  and  the  great 
change  in  the  minds  of  the  people. 

The  reafon  why  better  terms'fhan 
two  (hillings  upon  the  long  annu¬ 
ity  were  not  offered,  was  hated  bv 
Mr.  Fox  to  arife  from  the  ho ufe 
not  having  be  n  acquainted  with 
his  majefty’s  meflage  one  hour  be¬ 
fore.  The  minifter  had  laid  great 
Erefs  on  a  fortnight’s  experience,  of 


the  affairs  of  France.  Had  any 
thing  happened  which  the  miniher 
had  not  faid  he  had  long  forefeen  ? 
and  was  it  not  his  general  topic  in 
favour  of  carrying  on  the  war  ?  If 
fo,  was  it  not  criminal  to  avail  him- 
felf  of  fuch  a  meflage  at  fueh  a 
time?  If  (Mr.  Fox  faid)  he  un- 
derllood  the  rneffage,  it  was,  that 
his  majehy  would  negotiate  when 
there  appeared  on  the  part  of  .dhe 
French  a  reafonable  difp^fltion  for 
peace ;  and  that  then  he  Would  give 
fuch  a  difpofmori  the  fpeedieft  ef¬ 
fect.  The  miniher  had  conveyed 
an  idea  that  he  did  not  forefee  the 
neceflity  of  the  rneffage  on  the  25th 
No  v ember,  when  the  loan  was 
agreed  for  :  how  was  that  recon¬ 
cilable  with  the  fentiment  deli¬ 
vered  from  the  throne  on  the  29th 
October  ?  as  he  faid  that  the  mef- 
fage  was  only  to  follow  up  ,wrhat 
was  then  expreffed  on  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  France.  If  he  then  fore- 
faiv  the  fituation  of  the  enemy,  did 
he  not  forefee  it  equally  when  he 
made  the  loan?  The  minifier, 
therefore,  ought  either  to  have 
brought  forward  the  rneffage  foon- 
er,  or  have  deferred  the  loan  till 
the  meflage  had  been  produced. 
The  mipifler  faid,  he  thought  it 
important  to  convey  the. informa¬ 
tion  at  that  time  to  thehoufe,  —  al¬ 
luding  to  Mr.  Grey’s  intended  mo¬ 
tion  for  a  negotiation  for  peacer  the 
notice  for  which  had  been  given 
long  previous  to  the  25th  Novem¬ 
ber,  and  was  poftponed  at  the  de- 
fire  of  the  minifier,  who  wifhed 
previoufly  to  bring  on  the  budget. 
The  operations  of  the  Andrians 
upon  the  Rhine,  and  the  didrefles 
of  the  French,  were  well  known 
before  the  loan  was  contracted ;  and 
the  effeCl  of  this  was  trifling  upon 
the  funds ;  but  the  effeCt  of  the 
meflage  was  great  and  inftantane- 
ous..<  The  minifier  had  faid,  no¬ 
body 
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b<xiv  fufpe&ed  him  of  corruption  in 
this  bufinefs.  He  did  not  know 
what  the  minifter  had  done  in 
every  refpecft  upon  this  loan  :  but 
when  he  faw  a  method  followed 
which  favoured  the  probability  of 
corruption ,  by  furni filing  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  putting  millions  of  the 
public  money  into  the  pockets  of 
individuals,  he  did  not  like  to  have 
it  defended  by  mere  aftertion.  Had 
any  reafon  been  fliewn  for  making 
the  loan  fo  early  ?  Had  any  thing 
been  urged  by  the  minifter  to  in¬ 
duce  a  belief  that  the  reafon  for 
negotiating  was  not  as  ftronginhis 
mind  long  ago  as  at  prefent?  The 
loan,  he  contended,  was  not  only 
in  itfelf  difgraceful,  but  it  would 
havp  a  bad  effect  in  future ;  men 
would  fay  there  was  no  fafety  in 
a  public  .competition  :  it  was  true, 
a  competition  was  talked  of ;  but  the 
minifter  might  r^collelt  fome  pri¬ 
vate  promife  he  had  made  to  an  in¬ 
dividual,  and  that,  after  they  at¬ 
tended  to  bid,  He  might  give  an 
option  tQ  that  individual  to  take  it 
i to  himjfelf. 

Mr.  Sheridan  obferved  that  they 
were  two  diftinft  things,  to  fay  that 
the  minifter  has  no  part  of  the  bonus 
himfelf,  and  to  fay  that  he  has  not 
contrived  to  make  a  aiftribution  of  it 
to  others.  In  1783,  lord  John  Ca- 
vendifti,  who,  it  was  clear,  had  been 
influenced  by  the  pureft  motives, 
had  been  far  from  tenderly  treated 
refpeFTmg  the  loan  he  had  made. 
He  totally  doubted  the  minifter’s 
ignorance  of  the  fubaltern  fufa- 
fcribers  to  the  prefent  loan,  and 
wi filed  the  houfe  to  call  for  a  lift 
of  the  contra&ors,  and  then  lor  the 
fubordinate  lifts  of  the  bankers. 
The  lord  mayor,  he  obferved,  was 
faid  to  have  two  millions  of  the 
Joan  ;  and  he  pointedly  noticed 
the  condudl  of  that  magiftrate  re- 
fpedting  the  meetings  which  re- 
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garded  the  two  celebrated  “bills. 
He  thought  there  was  full  right  to 
fallen  a  fufpiiion  on  the  dijiribution 
of  the  loam  Could  any  man  in  the 
fhape  of  a  politician,-  and  circum- 
ftanced  like  the  minifter,  afTert 
that  he  did  not,  on  the  29th  of 
November  know  that  th-e  French 
were  already  in  poflefSon  of  fucH 
an  order  of  things,  or  in  the  courfe 
of  obtaining  it,  as  could  juftify  a 
negotiation  for  peace?  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan  proceeded  to  remark  what  he 
confidered  as  inconfiftentin  the  mi¬ 
nifter,  who,  on  the  opening  of  the 
budget,  had  declared  the  French 
in  the  very  gulph  of  bankruptcy, 
and  yet  came  forward  with  another 
propofition,  .f^ferting  that  the  or¬ 
der  of  thinj^f  in  that  country  was 
favourable  to  a  treaty.  Could  it 
be  thought  that  the  minifter  had 
made  no  eftimate  on  the  probable 
duration  of  the  prefent  government 
of  France,  when  he  bargained  for 
the  loan?  it  might  have  been  ex¬ 
pelled  from  his  declarations,  that 
the  prefent  council  of  500  did  not 
ele£t  themfelves,  and  that  four 
out  of  the  five  members  of  the 
council  of  ancients  had  not  im¬ 
brued  their  hands  in  the  blood  of 
their  fovereign.  Yet  the  reverfe 
was  the  fact.  Upon  a  review  of 
the  circumftances  of  the  loan,  there 
were,  in  his  conception,  grounds 
for  ftrious  fufpicion ,  that  if  the  mi¬ 
nifter  had  not  been  guilty  of  per - 
fonal  corruption ,  he  had,  through  the 
means  of  particular  agents,  ufed  one 
of  the  moil  pernicious  fpecies  of 
bribes  that  had  ever  been  reforted 
by  the  mod  corrupt  government. 

The  lord  mayor  aliened  that  he 
had  never  made  a  declaration  in  the 
common  hall  that  he  would  op- 
pofe  the  bills.  'Jut  of  8000  of  his 
conftituents,  a  majority  of  2000 
had  indeed  oppofed  the  bills,  but 
thefe  he  could  not  conlicierasa  ma¬ 
jority 
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j-ckity  of  the  tofrolte.  He  declared 
in  the  face  of  God  and  that  augiifl 
affemblv,  that  he  knew  nothing  of 
the  loan,  u  till  his  hair-dreffer,  an 
hon'eft  fellotu,  told  Him  that  the  houfe 
with  which  he  was  connected  got 
rj,8oo,ooql. .  of  the  loan.’’  God 
knows,  he  had  no  impure  motived! 
much  fitrefs  ‘was  laid  upon  a  homes, 
hut  would  any  one  take  a  loan 
without  a  botiuh? 

The  houfe,  after  much  oppofi- 
tion,  agreed  to  a  clofe  committee, 
which  all  members  who  pleafed 
were  allowed  to  attend. 

This  committee,  after  fitting  a 
confiderahle  time,  and  examining 
federal  witnefles,  completed  their 
report,  which  was  brought  up  by 
Mr.  W.  Smith.  After* a  fpeech  re¬ 
markable  for  its  force  of  argument 
and  accuracy  of  detail.  Mr.  Smith 

*  y 

moved  a  firing  of  refolutions  efia- 
blifhing '  the  principle  of  an  open 
competition  — that  the  loan  was  bad 
and  improvident— and  that  the  mi- 
ruder,  in  adjufling  the  terms,  had 
been  guilty  of  a  departure  from  his 
own  principles,  and  of  a  breach  of 
his  duty.  Mr.  Smith  obferved, 
that  8  millions  of  the  loan  was  di¬ 
vided  amongfl  thofe  gentlemen  who 
had  fupported  the  meafures  of  the 
minifler  in  Grocers’  Hall ;  and  this 
yielded  a  clear  profit  of  90,000!. 
Mr.  Boyd  had,  he  laid,  urged,  that 
his  claim  to  the  loan  was  a  right, 
founded  in  juftice  and  the  nature 
of  th  ings,  and  recognifed  by  con- 
if  a  lit  practice  and  public  opinion. 
How  came  it,  then,  that  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  who  had 
So  long  adminifrered  the  finances, 
Should  hefitate .  about  it?  Ihftead 
V)f  five  millions  of  the  ferip  remain¬ 
ing  in  the  market  at  the  time  the 
•loan  was  made,"  there  was  only 
1,4.00,000].  In  1794,  Mr.  Boyd 
-had  made  a  bargain  for  the  loan  a 
•month  previous  to ‘the  laft-pay-' 
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ments  of  MefTrs.  Morgan  and  An- 
gerflein  for  the  laft  loan :  what, 
then,  was  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Boyd 
and  of  the  minifler?  Mr.  Smith 
next  argued,  whether,  had  the 
claim  of  Mr.  Boyd  been  well 
grounded,  there  was  a  neceffity  to 
.conclude  the  bargain  during  the 
time  of  his  exclusive  privilege. — 
This,  from  a  review  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  means  by  which  money  might 
have  been  raifed  for  a  fhort  time, 
he  contended  was  not  the  cafe : 
Mr.  Morgan  himfelf  had  offered  to 
lend  five  millions.  Mr.  Smith  ob¬ 
jected  to  the  calculations  of  the 
minilter  refpe&ing  the  terms  of  the 
loan  ;  and  contended  that  there 
was  1 20,000k  more  profit  upon  it 
than  he  had  ftated.  The  preference 
given  to  the  three  per  cents,  in  the 
bargain,  was,  be  argued,  extremely 
unfavourable  for  the  public.  The 
terms  of  the  loan  might  certainly 
"have  been  more  advantageous,;  Mr. 
Morgan  would  have  been  content 
to  take  it  at  three  (hillings,  long 
annuity,-  lefs.  In  every  way,  whe¬ 
ther  calculating  by  the  unufuai 
amount  of  the  premium,  by  the 
difference  between  the  real  and 
oflenfible  intereft,  or  from  Mr. 
Morgan’s  offer,  he  eflimated  the 
public  lofs  at  near  half  a  mil¬ 
lion.  The  king’s  meffage  had  pro¬ 
duced  a  further  profit  of  900,000!. 
fierling.  He  feverely  ceniured,  as 
difgraceful  to  the  country,  the  bills 
ante-dated  from  Hamburgh ,  but  drawn 
on  undamped  paper  in  London, 
on  the  Treafury,  by  Mr.  W.  Boyd. 
When,  he  faid,  he  confidered  the 
amount  of  the  late  loans,  the  liqui¬ 
dation  of  the  national  debt,  which 
had  been  theoretically  held  out,  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  practically  impoflible. 
We  had  lately  added  to  the  mafs  no 
lefs  than  fifty-  two  millions  fierling. 
Mr.  Smith  further  remarked,  with 
great  ability,  the  bad  effects  to  a 

coin- 
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Commercial  country  in  taking  mo¬ 
ney  out  of  trade  to  employ  it  in 
money  {peculations. 

The  conduct  of  the  chancellor1  of 
the  exchequer  was  fupported,  in  a 
fpeech  of  confiderabie  length,  by 
Mr.  Sylvefter  Douglas,  and  by  Mr. 
Steele.  It  was  again  arraigned 
by  Mr.  Francis.  Mr,  Pitt,  in  a 
very  adroit  fpeech,  obferved  that 
he  thought  himfelf  fully  warranted 
in  affuming  the  benefit  of  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  committee,  which,  af¬ 
ter  a  laboured  inveftigation,  had 
decided  that  there  was  no  diflribu- 
tion  of  the  loan  for  the  purpofe  of 
corrupt  influence/  It  had,  he  ob¬ 
ferved,  been  indireCtly  infinuated, 
that,  with  undue  partiality,  he  had 
contrived  to  enrich  Mr.  Boyd  at 
the  expence  of  the  public  ;  and  for 
this  purpofe  frequent  allufions  had 
been  made  to  the  Hamburgh  bills. 
In  every  loan,  he  faid,  parliament 
inferted  a  claufe,  holding  out  a 
premium  for  the  prompt  payment 
of  the  fubfcription,  as  the  money 
might  probably  be  wanted  before 
the  inftalments  became  due.  Go¬ 
vernment,  therefore,  had  entered 
into  a  negotiation  with  a  monied 
houfe  to  advance  fuch  fums  as  were 
wanted  for  the  fervice.  The  aid 
of  parliament  could  not  be  had 
without  calling  it  together  at  great 
inconvenience^  In  confequence  of 
this,  treafury  warrants  were  offer¬ 
ed  ;  but  Mr.  Boyd  faid,  bills  of  ex¬ 
change  were  a  more  mercantile 
commodity;  and,  to  avoid  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  {lamps,  they  were  dated 
at  Hamburgh  to  make  them  foreign 
bills  of  exchange.  In  all  this  there 
was  nothing  unwarrantable,  or 
which  pave  Mr,  Bovd  an  exclufive 
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right  to  dictate  fne  terms  ot  a  fu¬ 
ture  loan.  The  bills  were  merely 
a  fecurity  from  government  for  the 
fums :  whether  on  (lamped  or  un- 
ftamped  paper,  they  ,vere  equally 


valid.  The  mode  of  executing 
them  was  dictated  by  the  neceffary 
regard  to  fecrecy.  The  fervice  ren¬ 
dered  to  government  by-this  tranf- 
a£tion  was  bv  no  means  of  fuch 
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magnitude  as  to  give  Mr.  Boyd 
a  ftrong  claim  upon  it;  nor  did 
that  gentleman  think  fo ;  and  was 
it  likely,  he  allied,  under  the  preffing 
neceftity  he  was  in  of  making  large 
demands  of  monev  that  he  fliouid 
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add  eight  or  ten  per  cent,  to  the 
public  burdens?  Mr.  Pitt  remark¬ 
ed  upon  feveral  mconfiftencies  he 
thought  had  arifen  in  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  Morgan  to  the  committee. 
Had  he  determined  to  throw  the 
loan  at  ail  events  into  the  bands  of 
Mr.  Boyd,  would  he  have  delibe¬ 
rately  announced  his  intention  of 
competition,  and  invited  competi¬ 
tors  ?  How  could  Mr.  Morgan  con¬ 
tend  that  he  had  fu  flamed  injury  from 
having  prepared  his  property  to  qua¬ 
lify  himfelf  to  be  a  bidder,  when  he 
ftated,  that  till  the  2 2d  of  Novem¬ 
ber  he  never  began  to  doubt  that 
there  would  be  a  competition?  It 
had,  he  obferved,  been  proved, 
that  he  teftifted  ftrong  prejudice, 
and  great  reluctance  to  depart  from 
the  fyllem  of  competition,  and 
did  not  agree  *to  it  till  it  was 
brought  forward  in  an  uncontro¬ 
vertible  wav.  No  exprefs  condi¬ 
tion  indeed  fub filled :  but  were  there 
not  other  eonfideratipns  equally- 
binding  to  the  obfervance  of  a 
claim  founded  in  j  11  (lice  and  ho¬ 
nour  ?  He  had  promifed  the  con¬ 
tractors  for  the  loan  of  1795,  ^hat 
there  fliouid  be  no  payment  on 
any  new  loan  before  February 
1 796 :  he  was  therefore  bound  to 
act  he  had  done,  and  was  con¬ 
firmed  in  its-  propriety  from  a  re¬ 
ference  to  what  had  been  done  in 
fimilar  clrcum fiances.  He  warmly 
vindicated  the  terms  of  the  loan, 
and  thought  much  credit. was  due 

to 
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to  thofe  efforts  by  which  govern¬ 
ment  had  been  able  to  contra 61:  for 
fo  large  a  loan  in  the  fourth  year 
of  the  war,  and  upon  terms  fupe- 
rior  to  what  had  been  obtained 
in  former  years.  The  king’s  mef- 
fage  was  not  in  his  mind  when 
the  bargain  was  made;  nor,  if  it 
had,  could  he  poffibly  have  fore- 
feen  the  rife  of  flocks  :  nor  could  it 
have  arifen  from  the  meflage,  which 
only  intimated,  that  the  time  was 
arrived  to  which  his  majefty  had 
alluded  irf  his  fpeech  to  parliament. 
There  were  other  collateral  caufes 
for  the  rife,  as  the  Auftrian  vi61o- 
ries,  and  the  increafed  diftrefles  of 
the  enemy.  The  profits  upon  the 
loan,  he  averred,  amounted  to  no¬ 
thing  like  the  fum  dated. 

Mr.  Fox  faid  that  dill  he  mud 
accufe  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  with  having  made  an  impro¬ 
vident  bargain;  and  he  had  been 
v  adonifhed  to  hear  him  date  it  as  a 
mere  peccadillo .  Was  improvidence 
in  him  to  this  extent  a  mere  pecca¬ 
dillo?  “  Improvidence  (faid  lie)  in 
a  minider  of  finance  is  no  fmall 
crime :  and  when  I  fee  this  impro¬ 
vidence  accompanied  by  fuch  cir- 
cumdances  as  the  prefent,  I  can¬ 
not  conceal  my  fufpicions  ;  though, 
when  I  cannot  prove,  I  will  not 
allege.”  He  did  not  conceive  the 
loan  to  have  been  ufed  as  an  in- 
drument  of  corruption  in  that 
houfe :  there  was  certainly  no  occa- 
fiontoincreafe  the  majority;  if  it  was 
made  a  fnbje61  of  influence,  it  mud 
be  an  influence  of  another  kind. 
It  was  not,  however,  neceflary  to 
couple  corruption  with  improvi¬ 
dence,  to  criminate  a  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer:  and  if  there  was 
any  fpecies  of  improvidence  which 
it  was  proper  to  check,  it  was  that 
which  tended  to  procure  to  the 
minider,  from  great  and  powerful 
men,  a  great  and  powerful  fup- 
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port  which  he  cannot  conflittlrforifr 
ally  poflefs.  However  innocent 
the  minider,  the  loan  was  divided 
among  men  from  whom  he  might 
derive  more  folid  advantage  than 
from  a  few  votes  in  that  houfe. 
Mr.  Fox  next  adverted  to  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  competition  in  tranfa^Iing 
loans.  Let  it,  faid  he,  never  be  for¬ 
gotten,  that  in  1793,  when  he 
made  the  mod  extravagant  bargain' 
that  ever  was  made  by  any  minif- 
ter,  he  judified  his  conduft  folely 
on  the  ground  of  competition. 
With  refpe6t  to  the  quedion,  what 
motive  the  minider  couM  poffibly 
have  ?  were  he  unable  to  difcem 
the  motive,  he  mud  demur  to  fuch 
a  quedion.  To  afcertafn  the  mo¬ 
tive,  it  was  important  to  confider 
with  attention  the  period  and  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  fird  attended  to  the  claim 
of  Mr.  Boyd.  The  year  before 
lad,  a  loan  was  bargained  for  by  the 
minider.  The  following  May,- 
when  it  was  thought  advifable  to 
fend  a  loan  to  the  emperor,  the 
former  contnu&ors  objefted  to 
its  falling  into  other  hands,  fo  that 
the  quedion  was  by  no  means  new. 
During  that  year  there  was  another 
loan  ;  but  no  agreement  was  dated 
declaring  the  point  on  either  fide. 
It  was  material  for  the  honour  of 
the  minider’s  chara6!er,  to  tell 
when  he  had  the  fird  notice  of 
Mr.  Boyd’s  claim.  Mr.  Fox  point¬ 
ed  out  feveral  -apparent  inconfif- 
tencies  in  this  point  between  the' 
account  given  by  the  minider,  and 
by  Mr.  Boyd.^  If  Mr.  Boyd’s  claim 
was  jud,  it  ought  to  have  been  af- 
certained  ;  if  it  was  not,  the  mi¬ 
nider  had  broken  his  faith  with  the 
public.  Was  it  nothing,  after  hav¬ 
ing  made  a  pofitive  promife  to  pre¬ 
fer  an  individual,  to  give  notice  to 
the  governor  of  the  bank  of  a 
public  competition, -in  which  the 
?  minider 
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xzniilu&f  knew-  at  the  time  he 
could  not  perfevere,  and  which  he 
had  been  obliged  to  abandon  ?  The 
evidence  given  by  the  governor  of 
the  bank,  went,  he  faid,  direClly 
to  invalidate  the  claim  of  Mr. 
Boyd;  and  this  opinion  was  fortified 
by  fad  and  jufti'cei  As  to  the  reluc¬ 
tance  of  the  minifter  to  accede  to 
the  claim  ofMr.  Boyd,  —  reludance 
was,  he  obferved,  often  a  veil  to 
conceal  the  commiftion  of  ads 
which  ought  not  to  have  been 
committed.  Relu&ance  was  fome- 
times  put  on  to  fave  appearances. 
Of  this  covnefs  in  the  minifter, 
“  this  fweet,  reluCtant,  amorous 
delay,”  the  reluCIance  appeared  to 
be  of  the  doubtful  kind,  Thfe  qua¬ 
lified  competition  talked  of  by  the 
minifter,  after  the  manner  in  which 
the  loan  had  been  made,  could  de¬ 
serve  no  other  character  than  a 
mere  mockery.  If  that  fyftem  had 
any  folid  advantages,  why  was  it 
abandoned  ?  The  motive  which  ac¬ 
tuated  the  hafty  tranfa&ions  of  the 
loan,  was,  he  thought,  the  Ham¬ 
burgh  bills .  If  this  was  not  allowed 
to  be  a  means  of  corruption,  it 
certainlv  had  fome  reference  to 
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what  had  taken  place  in  September, 
when  Mr.  Boyd  raifed  2,;oo,oool. 
for  government  upon  treasury  bills 
bearing  a  fittitious  date  from  Ham¬ 
burgh,  though  drawn  here.  This 
tranfaClion  was  reprobated  by  Mr. 
Fox,  on  the  authority  of  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  bank,  as  extremely 
difcreditable  to  government,  and  as 
difgraceful  to  thofe  who  fet  it  on 
foot  ;  by  impoling  a  fictitious  fe- 
curity,  it.  did  injuftice  both  to  the 
drawer  and  indorfer.  From  a  train 
of  reafoning  deduced  from  the  ad¬ 
vantages  derved  by  the  minifter 
from  Mr.  Bovd  in  this  bufinefs,  Mr. 
Fox  again  thought  the  relation  e- 
ftabiifhed  between  that  tranfa&ion 
and  the  negotiation  of  the  loan. 


HrSTORY.  9!$ 

The  mode  of  negotiating  a  pYefent 
fupply  till  after  the  holidays,  could 
not,  it  had  been  objected,  have 
been  explained  to  France,  nor  have 
given  her  that  idea  of  our  financier’s 
fiiperioritv  which  (he  muft  necefTa- 
rily  have  formed  from  fuch  a  high* 
ly-creditable  tran  faCtion  as  railing 
money  by  fid  it  tons  Hamburgh  bills* 
How  falfe  and  how  ridiculous  an 
argument !  With  refpeCt  to  the 
causes,  independent  of  the  king’s 
metTage,  for  the  rife  of  flocks,  the 
Auflrian  victories  were,  he  faid, 
known  before  the  25th  of  Novem¬ 
ber:  and,  fmce  that  time,  had  the 
French  finances  decayed  fo  rapidly 
that  even  the  moft  fanguine  cal- 
culator  found  his  calculations  far 
fhort  of  the  truth?  This  language 
was  the  more  furpriftng,  as  eight 
months  ago  they  were  defcribed 
as  in  the  agonies  of  death,  u  in  the 
very  gulph  of  bankruptcy.”  Thefe 
were,  he  faid,  childijh  and  contempti¬ 
ble  pretences ,  to  veil  the  fufpicious 
conduct  of  the  minifter. 

The  report  of  the  committee 
was  pointedly  cenfured  by  Mr. 
Sheridan.  The  examination,  he 
faid,  had  been  chiefly  in  the  hands 
of  the  friends  of  the  minifter,  who, 
he  did  not  think,  could  plume  him- 
felf  on  the  refult  of  an  inquiry 
conduced  by  perfons  notorioufty 
dependent  on  his  own  political  cha¬ 
racter.  The  loan,  he  (till  thought, 
had  been  ufed  as  a  means  of  ex¬ 
tending  political  influence.  Nay, 
the  houfe,  he  faid,  had  witneffed 
enough  to  bear  out  that  affertion. 
The  lord  mayor  had  obligingly 
come  forward  to  correct  the  mon- 
Jlrous  error  he  had  fallen  into  of 
ftating  that  his  hanking-houfe  had 
been  favoured  with  only  two  mil¬ 
lions  of  the  loan  ;  whereas,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  worthy  magiftrate’s  better 
knowledge,  the  fum  was  not  two 
millions,  but  two  miiiioos  eight 
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kuridretl' thoufaad  pounds.  To  the 
accommodation  fee u red  by  go¬ 
vernment  in  the  Hamburgh  bills, 
he  aferibed  the  preference  (hewn 

to  Mr.  Boyd  in  the  loan.  Such  a 

* 

tranfailion  as  that  of  the  Ham¬ 
burgh  bills  had  been  declared,  by 
the  governor  of  the  bank,  of  a  na¬ 
ture  fo  bad,  that,  if  it  had  taken  place 
in  the  dealings  of  a  private  mer¬ 
chant,  it  would  have  been  deemed 
a  difpface  to  his  hoiife.  If  the  ruin 
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of  the  French  finances  brought 
that  country  into  a  more  negotia- 
able  Bate,  “  he  muff  congratulate 
the  minifter  on  having  brought 
Great  Britain  into  a  Bate  peculiarly 
fitted  for  negotiation.” 

*  Mr.  Smith,  in  reply  to  what  had 
been  advanced,  infilled  upon  the 
'  abandonment  of  competition.  The 
point  which  had  been  conceded  to 
the  claim  of  Mr.  Boyd,  was  certain¬ 
ly,  he  obferved,  of  great  magnitude 
and  importance;  and  the  minifter 
was  defirous  to  have  it  underftood 
that  he  had  received  fuch  conviction 
on  the  fubjeil  as  enabled  him,  with 
propriety,  to  make  fuch  a  facrificei 
Now,  he  defired  it  might  be  care¬ 
fully  obferved,  that  after  all  the 
converfations  and  reprefentations 
which  had  wrought  this  u n willing 
eOnviilion,  the  minifter  had  re¬ 
peatedly  fpoken  of  that  claim  in 
fuch  terms  as  thefe;  as  a  circum- 
ftance  which  had  but  recently  come 
to  his  knowledge,  but  which  u  was 
entitled  to  fome  degree  of  attention.” 
Would  he  then  fay  that  an  impref- 
fion  on  his  mind,  fo  lightly  fpoken 
of  when  warm  and  exifting  in  its 
full  fo  rce,  to  perfons  too  who  were 
entitled  to  the  ftrongeft  reafons 
he  could  produce,  and  whom  he 
muft  be  delirous  of  convincing, 
could  be  the  real,  foie,  and  fujjicient 
motive  to  induce  him  to''  furrender, 
and  to  jujiijy  him  in  furrendering , 


the  acknowledged  benefits,  of  coFd* 
"  petition,  and  in  concluding  fuch 
a  bargain  as  had  been  made?  In 
conclufton,  the  refolutions  which 
had  been  brought  up  by  Mr.  Srpith, 
and  which  confifted  of  thirty-nine, 
were  negatived;  and  two  refolutions 
moved  by  Mr.  Douglas  were  pafled, 
approving  the  conduct  of  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer. 

The  affair  of  the  Hamburgh  bills, 
which  had  been  fo  frequently  al¬ 
luded  to  in  the  debates  refpeiling 
the  loan,  produced,  February  29, 
three  refolutions  from  Mr.  Jekyll, 
the  ift.  Bating  the  fail  that.  700,000!. 
were  drawp  in  London  in  Septem¬ 
ber  1795,  on  the  treafury,  in  the 
name  of  W.  Boyd,  jun.  bearing 
a  fiilitious  date  at  Hamburgh,  feve- 
ral  weeks  preceding  the  time  when* 
with  the  privity  of  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  they  were  drawn 
in  London  ;  and  that  the  faid  Boyd 
was  not  engaged  in  bufinefs  in 
Hamburgh.  —  2.  That  the  faid  fum 
was  paid  to  the  paymafter  general 
by  order  of  the  treafury,  in  direil 
breach  of  an  ail  of  parliament  of 
the  23d  of  George  III.  and  that 
the  bank  of  England  could  have 
refufed  to  difeount  the  notes  as 
illegal:  —  and,  3d,  that  the  faid 
tranfailion  was  illegal  and  uncon- 
ftitutional,  and  had  broughtthe  pub¬ 
lic  credit  into  difrepute  and  fuf- 
picion. 

The  motion  was  preceded  by  a 
fpeech  from  Mr.  Jekyll,  in  which 
he  obferved  upon  the  fecrecv  of  this 
tranfailion.  Secrecy,  he  faid,  was 
the  concomitant  mark  and  badge  of 
fraud.  How  the  minifter  came  to 
be  in  want  of  fo  much  money  fo 
early  in  September,  and  why  he 
was  not  upon  fuch  terms  with  the 
direitors  of  the  bank  as  to  obtain 
the  money  from  them  by  way  of 
anticipation,  was  not  indeed  the 
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j  but  that  he  was  not,  ap¬ 
peared  from  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Boyd,  who  fuggefted  the  mode  By 
Which  government  might  be  fup- 
plied.  Mr.  Boyd  had  Bated,  too, 
that  he  expected  no  remuneration 
for  this  fervice  to  government.  This, 
however,  had  not  been  the  opinion 
bf.-Meflrs.  Giles,  Mellifli,  aiid  Mor¬ 
gan.  The  firB  particularly  under  - 
Hood  that  a  preference  was  td  bfe 
given  to  Mr.  Boyd  in  the  loan.  H 
was  the  opinion  alfo  of  thefe  gen¬ 
tlemen,  that  the  mode  in  which 
Mr.  Boyd  affified  government  in 
thefe  bills,  would  have  difcredited 
any  private  mercantile  hotife,  and 
fhaken  the  credit  Of  any  private  in¬ 
dividual.  Another  feature  of  fraud 
and  colhifion  in  the  bills ,  was,  that 
they  were  without  ftahips,  though 
inland  bills  of  exchange.  It  #as 
an  axiom,  legally  admitted,  thataii 
appearance  of  Baud  like  this  would 
vitiate  any  tranfa&ionizi  initio  \  and 
the  moment  that  a  caufe  had  come 
into  court  refpeCfing  thefe  bills, 
When  this  defect  was  difcovered  the 
whole  would  have  been  Completely 
annihilated,  the  parties  nonfuitfedj 
and  the  bilisp  With  the  right  of  acp 
tion,  fallen  to  the  ground.  Hehe  wefe 
three  fpecies  of  prefumptive  fra'uJ^ 
"■““the  febrecy  of  the  tfanfatfion*  the 
antedating  of  the  bills,  and  the  dra&- 
ihgof  them  onunBamped  paper.  Had 
they,  indeed,  been  drawn  at  Ham¬ 
burgh,  no  damp  was  necfefiary ;  this, 
therefore,  was  glaring  fraud.'  .Had 
the  holder  of  the  bills  beet!  alked, 
where  was  the  drawer?  he mulb ei¬ 
ther  difgrac'e  the  paper  and  difbredit 
himfelf,  or  he  niuBaBert  a  fraudulent 
falfehood.  The  BatutC  which  this 
tranfaftioh  violated,  was  palled  to 
prevent  embexflemehty  and. to  inter- 
pofe  the  bank  as  h  jfalutary  check 
upbn  the  paymafier  general/’  This 
had  been  gtfofsly  evaded.  When  a 

tr^hifabtion  fimilar  to  •this,  in*  the 
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cafe  of  the  Liverpool  and  Man- 
cheBer  bills,  had  come  before  the 
lords,  a  very  ferious  doubt  was  en¬ 
tertained  whether  they  did  riot  a- 
mount  to  forgery ,  and  whether  the 
parties  concerned  in  the  indorfe- 
irient  ought  not  to  be  banged.  “  if 
fuch  was  thb  cafe  when  theindorfe- 
•ment  only  was  fictitious,  what  was 
the  cafe  when  the  drawer  and  the 
place  were  both  fiftitious ,  the  bills 
drawn  on  unBamped  paper,  and 
antedated?^  What  would  ‘Be  the 
Situation  of  the  bill-holders^  had  the 
bank  refufed  to  difeount  them? 
and  What  Confidence  cbuld  be 
placed  in  a  rninifier  who  refortbd  to 
fuch  means,  add  who,  in  a  #ar 
like  the  prefent,  might  be  frequent¬ 
ly  driven  to  the  fame  iyfiem  r  Who 
could  tell,  when  a  bill  was  offered, 
whether  it  was  a  fair  bill  frorti  the 
treafury,  or  a  fictitious  oite  front 
Boyd  ?  The  niiniBer  had,  he  faid* 
dri  h  former  fe veiling,  contended 
that  there  was  no  fraud,  becaufe 
there  were  fufficient  atfets*  .  Had 
thefe  not,  he  alked,  a  whole  month 
elapfed  after  the  laB  payment  of 
the  loan  of  1^95,  and  before  thefe 
bills  were  due?  The  bills  were 
drawn  September  the  10th;  aifd  for¬ 
tunately  fomb  of  them  rim  to  the 
^d  of  February  before  they  became 
due.  What  was  the  aCtual  cafe  ? 
If  rio  new  loan  had  been  bargained 
fbr  before  December  10th  wheii 
the  firB  clafs  of  thefe  bills  became 
payable,  an  aCtiori  might  have  lain 
againB  the  accepter,  the  drawer, 
and  the  -indorfer  of  thefe  bills  | 
but  it  fortunately  occurs,  that,  on 
the  very  day  when  they  were  due9 
the  dSpofit  of  10  per  cent,  of 
the  new  loan  is  made,  and  thus 
Boyd  pays  himfelf  out  of  his  Own 
fluid.  The  fund  was  then  lef- 
fened  by  the  prompt  payments  $. 
and  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  v 
year  the  payments  came  in  faCt,  ox 
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the  funds  at  that  period  would  not 
have  been  half  the  value  of  the 
bills.  Mr.  Jekyll  cCnfured  the 
want  of  fore  fight  in  the  minifter,  in 
not' making  the  loan  of  179c  nine¬ 
teen  inftead  of  eighteen  millions; 
which  would  have  precluded  the 
neceffity  of  {baking  the  public  cre¬ 
dit  by  coming  in  the  middle  of 
fummer  for  another  million. .  The 
excufe  for  this  had  been,  that,  as 
parliament  was  not  then  fitting, 
and  as  it  was  necelTarv  to  be  fecret 
left  the  enemy  fhould  be  apprized 
of  the  preffure  of  our  circumftances, 
he  was  compelled  to  recur  to  this 
expedient.  What  would  the  ene¬ 
my  fay  now,  but  that  the  chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  exchequer  has  been  fo 
diftreffed  for  money,  as  to  raife  it, 
in  concert  with  one  Boyd,  by  forging 
bills,  and  that  he  had  been  guilty 
not  only  of  fraud but  of  a  direft 
violation  of  an  a£t  of  parliament? 

Mr.  Charles  Long  objected  to 
the  refolutiohs,  and  ftated  the  tranf- 
action  which  ffiey  were  defigned  to 
reprobate.  In  Auguft  1  795,  money, 
was  wanted  for  the  public  fe'rvice, 
in  anticipation  of  certain  portions, 
of  the  payments  on  the  loan  andr 
lottery  remaining  unpaid,  and  which 
became  due  in  November,  Decem¬ 
ber,  and  January.  In  confequence 
of  this,  application  was  made  to 
Mr.  Boyd,  who,  through  a  rela¬ 
tion,  his  agent  at  Hamburgh,  agreed 
to. accommodate  government.  Se-, 
crecv  was  neceffary  to  prevent  a 
fcarcity,  of  money.  Before  this 
bufniefs  took  place,  Mr.  W.  Boyd 
arrived  in  London;  and  the  exigence 
of  affairs  did  not  allow  of  fending 
to  Hamburgh  in  convenient  time 
for  a  remittance  of  fu.ch  bills  as 
were  wanted.  The  only  irregu¬ 
larity  was  in  antedating  the  bills, 
and  dating  them  from  Hamburgh ; 
had  they  been  drawn  in  Hamburgh, 
and  fent  to  London,  they  would. 


have  been  perfectly  regular.  There 
was  no  fraud,  he  contended,  in  any 
part  of  the  tranfaAion.  From  the 
account  of  monies  paid  into  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  he  afterted  that  there  was 
more  than  fufficient  to  difcharge 
the  70o,qooI.  without  anticipating 
the  new  loan.  If,  in  complying 
with  the  orders  of  the  lords  of  the 
treafury  to  pay  this  fum  into  the 
hands  of  the  paymafter  general,  he 
had  offended  again  ft  the  letter  of  a  a 
act  of  parliament,  he  had  not  of¬ 
fended  againft  the  fpirit  of  it.  Hq 
knew  there  was  no  balance  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  paymafter  general ; 
but  the  regular  mode  was  to  pay  it 
in  his  name.  The  engagement  a- 
bout  the  loan  between  the  chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  exchequer  and  Mr.  Boyd 
he  perfectly  recollected. 

Sir  W.  Pulteney  vindicated  the 
whole  of  the  tranfa&ion.  The  fun* 
wanted  was,  he  thought,  far  from  ex¬ 
traordinary,  and  was  much  better 
railed  in  the  mode  in  which  this 
buftnefs  was  tranfaCted,  than  by 
convening  parliament  atfo  unufual 
a  time.  With  refpeCt  to  the  mode 
in  which  it  was  railed,  bills  of  ex¬ 
change  were  preferable  to  bonds  or 
treafury  warrants,  which  could  not 
be  readily  transferred.  It  was  cer¬ 
tainly  right  that  the  minifter  (liquid 
give  Mr.  Boyd  whatever  fecurity  he. 
liked  beft;  and  furely  there  was  no, 
crime  in  railing  money  by  anticipa¬ 
tion  from  the  bank,  or  from  a  pri* 
vate  banker;  confequently  there? 
could  be  bo  fraud.  The  5  per 
cent,  intereft  required  by  Mr,  Boyd 
wa>s,  he  thought,  very  reafonable* 
This  was  not,  he  faid,  as  had  been 
advanced,  a  new  thing.  In  177 z, 
the  bank  of  England  agreed  to  ad¬ 
vance  60,000,1.  on  the  fecurity  of 
Weft  India  eftate :  the  bank  then 
never  difcoirnted bills  for  more  than 
two.  months.  Bills  in  this  cafe- 
(Walton  and  Ellifon)  were  drawn. 
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st  twd  rhonths.  They  were  all 
dated  and  purported  to  be  drawn  at 
Edinburgh ;  but  the  bank  knew  the 
drawer  conftantly  lived  in  Londom 
The  bills  were,  however,  renewed 
-every  two  months,  and  the  bank 
continued  to  difcount  them  for  two 
years.  As  to  the  bills  being  drawn 
bn  undamped  paper,  had  they  been 
damped,  government  mud  have 
been  paid.  It  was  only  having  go¬ 
vernment  the  trouble  of  paying 
with  one  hand,  and  receiving  with 
the  other. 

Mr.  Grey  afked  what  was  the  a- 
mount  of  the  deficiency  fo  lightly 
treated  ?  and  what  were  the  circum- 
dances  attending  this  tranfafli*  ri  ? 
When  the  budget  was  opened  in 
February,  eighteen  millions,  a  fum 
exceeding  any  former  loan,  were 
borrowed  to  provide  for  the  edi- 
mates  of  the  year ;  the  land  and 
malt  tax,  a  vote  of  credit  for  two 
millions  and  a  half,  and  the  loan  on 
exchequer  bills,  were  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  executive  government. 
In  September,  money  was  wanted 
to  carry  on  the  war ;  yet  the  wor¬ 
thy  baronet  wondered  that  the  mi- 
nider  had  erred  fo  little  in.  his  cal¬ 
culation.  The  money  raifed  by 
thefe  bills  was  faid  to  be  merely  the 
anticipation  of  fums  to  be  paid  in 
upon  the  loan  at  the  ufual  period 
of  indalment ;  yet  in  Augud  fifteen 
millions  eight  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  of  the  loan  had  been  paid 
Up;  a  fum  fully  equal  to  what 
could  reafonably  have  been  expell¬ 
ed.  The  houfe  ought  to  recoiled: 
what  was  the  conftitutional  object 
of  the  vote  of  credit,  the  exche¬ 
quer  bills,  and  the  prompt  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  loan.  If  the  minider 
erred  fo  egregiouflv  as  to  require 
frefh  fupplies  before  half  the  year 
had  elapfed, — if  he  raifed  money  by 
anticipation,  in  a  way  wholly  un¬ 
known,  and  at  a  rate  of  intered 
altogether  unfan&ioned  by  parlia- 
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ment, — he  violated  the  laws  of  the 
land,  to  which  he  was  amenable.  A 
difcount  of  three  per  cent,  was  al¬ 
lowed  for  the  prompt  payment  of 
the  loan.  On  the  advance  of  Mr. 
Boyd,  5  per  cent,  was  given.  Mi- 
Riders  had  then  violated  the  l^ws  of 
the  land,  the  very  ad  of  parlia¬ 
ment  by  which  the  loan  was  made, 
by  giving  a  rate  of  intered  for  the 
anticipation,  for  which  a  difcount 
of  3  per  cent,  was  allowed  by  ad 
of  parliament.  This,  too,  might 
be  in  addition  to  the  legal  dif- 
cqunt.  This  advance  was  ob¬ 
tained  from  Mr.  Boyd,  the  con¬ 
tractor  for  the  loan ;  and  the  pub¬ 
lic  might  be  paying  g  per  cent,  on 
the  lad  payment,  while  he  advanced, 
for  the  accommodation  of  govern¬ 
ment,  what  was  again  to  be  paid  as 
part  of  the  loan.  While  8  percent, 
was  gained  by  Mr.  Boyd,  the  dif¬ 
count  allowed  by  parliament  could 
have  no  effect,  while  the  fuperior 
inducement  of  3  per  cent,  was  pre- 
fented  to  with-hold  it.  Suppofing  a 
change  of  minidry,  and  certain, 
fer vices  fecured  by  the  ad  of  ap¬ 
propriation  had  required  thefupply 
of  the  money,  how  would  the  bills 
have  been  paid  when  they  became 
due  ?  Would  another  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  have  been  authorized 
to  divert  the  money  in  the  treafury 
to  the  payment  of  bills  antedated, 
drawn  really  in  London,  though 
affirming  to  be  at  Hamburgh,  im- 
pojed  upon  per  Jons  ignorant  of  the 
truth,  who  would  not  have  been 
able  to  recover  payment  ?  The  cafe 
of  Walton  and  Ellifon  was,  he  faid, 
by  no  means  in  point.  He  wifhed, 
as  had  been  dated,  that  the  enemy, 
from  finding  an  individual  was  able 
to  fupply  the  exigencies  of  govern¬ 
ment,  might  be  infpiredsvith  a  fa¬ 
vourable  idea  of  our  finances ;  but 
as  a  member  of  parliament,  he  was 
not  bound  to  acquiefce  in  any  thing 
irregular  or  illegal,  becaufe' it  was 
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faid  that  Fe  wotfld  difclofe  our  re* 
fources  to  the  enemy.  The  expe¬ 
dient  of  antedating  the  bills  from 
Hamburgh  was,  he  faid,  by  no 
means  adopted  on  account  of  Mr. 
Boyd,  jun.  having  arrived  here,  nor 
was  fuggefted  by  it,  as  there  was 
no  intention,  no  arrangement,  to 
draw,  bills  from  Hamburgh  pre¬ 
vious  to  that  event.  As  to  the  mat¬ 
ter  being  'confident  with  the  fpirit 
though  not  with  the  letter  of  the 
law,  minifters  were  bound  to  aft 
according  to  that  letter ;  and,  if  they 
found  it  inefficient,  to  apply  for  a 
legiflative  remedy.  It  was,  how¬ 
ever,  irregular,  and  inconfiftent 
with  the  fpirit  of  the  aft  ;  for  a  fum 
of  2,ooo,oool.  had  been  paid  to  the 
bank  for  the  paymader  general’s  de¬ 
partment,  and  not  fent  to  the  ac- 
comptant  general’s  office. 

The  attorney  general  thought 
the  bills  were  to  be  looked  upon  as 
paper  that  bound  the  government 
to  have  them  duly  honoured,  and 
that  the  holders  would  be  entitled 
to  recover  from  any  new  admini- 
dration.  The  folicitor  general,  how¬ 
ever,  who  perfeftly  approved  the 
tranfaftion,  doubted  whether  any 
aftion  could  be  brought  by  the 
holder  of  fuch  bills.  Mr.  Jekyll 
pointedly  ridiculed  this  inconlif- 
tency ;  and  obferved  that  the  bills 
were  not  only  fiftitious,  but  that 
the  law  provided  no  remedy  re- 
fpefting  them/  The  previous  quef- 
tion,  which  had  been  moved  by 
Mr.  Tong,  was  carried  by  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  85.  On  the  fecond  refolu- 
tion,  the  ayes  were  8,  noes  108. 

Daring  the  time  employed  in  the 
bufiirfs  of  the  loan  and  the  Ham- 
, burgh  bills,  the  third  reading  of  the 
vote  Of  credit  bill  for  2,500,000!. 
was  pppofcd  by  Mr.  Grey,  who 
obfer  ed  that  the  intention  of  fuch 
a  votf  was  to  enable  the  king,  dur¬ 
ing  the  recefs  of  parliament,  to  de¬ 


fray  any  extraordinary  expences 
which  may  not  have  been  provided 
for  by  the  yearly  edimates ;  but  that 
the  application  of  this  fum  to  debts 
previofufly  contrafted  deftroyed  th6 
intention,  and  was  a  dangerous  in¬ 
novation  on  the  houfe  of  commons; 
From  the  year  1756,  no,  vote  of 
credit  had  palled  till  a  few  days 
previous  to  the  clofe  of  the,  feffion. 
From  the  early  period  at  which  this 
appeared,  and  from  the  anfwer 
given  on  a  fofmer  day  (by  Mr* 
Rofej  that  delay  would  be  attended 
with  danger*  he  fufpsfted  the  houfe 
was  not  called  upon  for  profpec- 
tive  but  pad  ferviees.  In  the 
wa/*  of  175c,  and  that  with  Ame¬ 
rica,  one  million  only  had  been  de¬ 
manded  on  a  vote  of  credit.  By 
granti  ng  money  in  this  random  way, 
the  houfe,  he  obferved,  deprived 
itfelf  of  its  peculiar  prerogative  to 
guard  the  public  purfe*  If  the  fup- 
plies  were  inadequate  for  the  pur- 
pofes  they  were  deligned  for,  let 
miniders  date  the  edimates  in  a 
formal  and  conditional  manner. 
Minifters,  he  averred,  could  not  de¬ 
fend  the,  bill  either  on  grounds 
of  expediency  or  conditutional  du¬ 
ty?  he  fhould  therefore  move  fof 
deferring  the  third  reading  to  u  that 
dav  three  weeks.” 

It  was  contended  by  the  chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  exchequer,  that  the  vote 
of  credit  was  given  for  fuch  extra¬ 
ordinary  expences  as  attend  the 
war.  He  allowed  the  vote  com¬ 
monly  parted  at  the  time  that  had 
been  dated ;  but  when  extraordi¬ 
naries  could  be  forefeen,  it  was 
more  proper  to  date  them  in  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means ;  and 
it  was  found  more  agreeable  to  eda- 
blifhed  precedent,  than  to  wait  till 
the  clofe  of  the  feffion.  The  prelent 
mode  certainly  afforded  parliament 
the  bed  opportunity  for  invediga- 
tton.  It  was  certainly  the  lead  ob* 
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je<£U enable  mode,  to  find  taxes  to 
defray  the  fums  yearly  expended, 
and  not  leave  them  a  dead  load  on 
the  enfuing  year;  he  had  therefore 
differed  from  the  mode  which  had 
lately  obtained,  and  ftated  the  vote 
of  credit  for  2,£oo,oool.  in  the 
budget.  It  might  be  applied  or  not', 
as  wanted,  while  it  conftituted  a 
floating  capital.  This  was  better 
than  leaving  it  to  increafe  the  un¬ 
funded  debt  to  be  afterwards  pro¬ 
vided  for  ;  it  was  alfo  the  mo  ft 
oeconomical,  as  it  was  better  to 
take  the  vote  for  both  the  ordinary 
and  extraordinary  fervice  together, 
and  fink  them  in  one  common  fund, 
that  the  money  of  one  fervice  might 
not  be  idle?  and  the  furplus  be  paid 
out  of  the  vote  of  credit.  Thus, 
with  refpe6l  both  to  the  principle 
and  application,  the  prefent  mode 
was  the  leaf!  obje&ionable. 

It  was  obferved  by  Mr.  Fox,  that 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  had 
ponfounded  what  was  feparate  and 
diftintft.  He  confidered  a  vote  of 
•credit,  in  a  committee  of  fupply, 
as  more  eligible  ;  but  objected  to  it 
under  one  pretence,  while  he  ap¬ 
plied  it  to  others.  He  did  not  him- 
fe If  fee  how  a  vote  of  credit  and 
the  eftimate  could  be  blended  with¬ 
out  confufion.  The  quefiion  was, 
whether  any  unforefeen  exigence  had 
occurred,  and  if  fuch  could  not  be 
provided  for  during  the  affembling 
of  parliament.  If  none  had,  why 
depart  from  the  eftabliflied  rule  ? 
If  any  had,  why  not  (late  it  to  the 
houfe  ?  As  to  the  advantages  refus¬ 
ing  from  the  new  mode  which  had 
been  introduced,  he  mult  flop  in  li¬ 
mine,  and  obferve,  that  in  a  vote  of 
credit  the  money  is  not  ifiued  till  it 
is  wanted ;  and  that,  for  the  current 
expences  of  the  year,  the  money 
purpofely  provided  by  eftimate  is 
ready.  It  might  be  thought,  from 
the  great  deftre  of  regularity’ 
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preffed,  none  of  the  department^ 
were  even’  in  arrear.  The  ord¬ 
nance,  the  navy,  the  civil  lift, 
were  all,  however,  in  arrear;  and 
there  were  ftaff  officers,  who,  fince 
1793,  had  not  received  a  (hilling. 
A  vote  of  credit  was,  he  contend¬ 
ed,  never  applied  to  the  deficiency 
of  eftimates; ,  and  therefore  the  pre¬ 
fent  vpte  was  not  confident  with  the 
Jaws  of  thp  country.  Mr.  Sheridan 
noticed,  that  thg  objection  was  made 
to  the  extent  of  the  vote,  andappealed 
to  the  preamble  of  the  bill  to  fhew 
that  the  money  ought  merely  to  be 
applied  to  the  fupply  of  future  exi¬ 
gencies,  when  parliament  was  not 
affembled.  Mr.  Grey’s  motion 
was,  however,  negatived ;  and  the 
third  reading  of  the  bill  carried  by 
a  majority  of  7 7. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
vote  of  credit  bill  in  the  houfe  of 
lords,  it  was  oppofed  by  the  earl  of 
Lauderdale,  who  ftrongly  infilled 
upon  the  danger  and  unconftitu- 
tiona!  tendency  of  the  prefent  pro¬ 
ceeding.  He  fliould,  he  faid,  move 
for  difeharging  this  order,  and  hav¬ 
ing  it  renewed  for  a  more  diftant 
period  of  the  prefent  feffion.  No 
inconvenience  could  arife  from  the 
deiay;  or,  if  it  did,  it  piuft  be  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  unwarrantable  manner  in 
which  miniftefs  were  to  apply  it  to 
fervices  already  performed,  and  nqt 
included  in  the  proper  eftimates. 
This  anticipation  of  tfie  resources 
of  the  country  was  pot  only  a  grofs 
violation  of  the  iaw,  byt  a  palpable 
fraud  attempted  to  be  palled  on  the 
houfe.  The  vote  of  credit  for  the 
latl  year  had  been,  as  he  would 
pledge  himfelf  to  prove,  imme¬ 
diately  converted  to  ufes  which  ac¬ 
counted  for  the  fubfequent  di- 
ftrefles  of  government,  and  the  de¬ 
mand  for  money  that  arofe  from  the 
vote  being  diverted  from  its  proper 
application,  —  and  was  the  original 
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caufe  of  the  preffiure  that  followed. 
Of  the  fums  then  voted,  a  great 
part  had  been  immediately  paid  into 
the  offices  of  the  paymasters  of  the 
forces  and  the  navy.  The  confe- 
quence  of  this  application  was,  that 
ministers  had  been  forced  to  raife 
money  by  the  moil:  difgraceful 
means.  His  lordlhip  inveighed 
with  much  force  againft  the  mea- 
fare  of  the  Hamburgh  bills,  and 
Stated  that  treafury  warrants  had 
been  a  fed  as  a  means  of  procuring 
fupplies;  that  the  refpon Ability  of 
individuals  was  added  to  fatisfy  the 
perfons  by  whom  they  were  held  ; 
that  the  transport  board  —  an  office 
unknown  to  the  conftitution  — had 
been  in  the  practice  of  drawing- 
bills,  which  were  paid  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  private  order  of  Mr. 
Tofe;  and  money  had  alfo  been 
raifed  by  the  pitiful  expedient  of 
felling  the  neutral  captured  veffiels, 
while  the  owners  were  paid  by  navy 
bills. 

Lord  Grenville  referred  to  the 
preamble  to  the  bill,  and  to  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  former  wars,  to  prove 
that  votes  of  credit  were  applied  to 
‘the  extraordinary  expences  incurred 
during  the  war;  and  defended  the 
prefent  meafure  by  arguments  firm- 
lar  to  thofe'advanced  by  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer.  His  lord¬ 
fhip  vindicated  the  meafure  of  the 
Hamburgh  bills,  on  the  ground  of 
keeping  up  the  general  credit  and 
refources  of  the  country,  and  pre¬ 
venting  the  enemy  from  being  ac¬ 
quainted  with  any  temporary  incon¬ 
venience.  Much  extraneous  mat¬ 
ter  arofe  on  this  occafton ;  but  after 
a  debate  of  forne  continuance  be¬ 
tween  the  earl  of  Lauderdale,  and 
the  earls  of  Mansfield  and  Hawkef- 
bury,  and  lord  Grenville,  the  mo¬ 
tion  was  negatived  without  a  divi- 
fion  ;  and  the  bill  went  thrqugh  tftp 
committee. 


AND 
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The  third  reading  of  the  bill  in 
the  houfe  of  lords  was  again  forcU 
bly  oppofed  by  the  duke  of  Graf¬ 
ton,  the  earls  of  Suffolk  and  Lau¬ 
derdale,  and  lord  Thurlow,  who 
concurred  in  the  idea  of  the  mea¬ 
fure  being  unconftitutional,  and 
dreaded  its  mifchievous  confe- 
quences. 

The  duke  of  Grafton  obferved? 
that,  had  fuch  a  meafure  been  prac- 
tifed  by  minifters  in  the  good  times 
of-  the  conftitution,  it  would  im¬ 
mediately  have  been  followed  by 
a  bill  of  indemnity  fora  proceeding 
fo  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  the 
conftitution.  The  means  employ¬ 
ed  by  minifters  for  railing  money 
were  at  once,  his  grace  faid,  dif¬ 
graceful  and  illega];  and  if  fuel} 
meafures  were  fanefioned,  the  con- 
ftitutional  duties  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  would  bfe  violated,  and  a 
part  of  the  executive  government 
draw  to  itfelf  prerogatives  which 
the  conftitution  did  not  allow  it  tq 
exercife.  Upon  putting  the  quef- 
tion,  it  palled,  without  a  divifton, 
in  the  affirmative.  On  the  follow¬ 
ing  day  the  earl  of  Lauderdale  en¬ 
tered  a  fpirited  proteft  againft  the 
meafure. 

In  the  mean  time,  feyeral  of  the 
new-laid  taxes  met  with  confider.ar 
ble  oppofitiom  On  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  tobacco  bill, 
Mr.  Huffiey  objedled  to  this  tax  on 
account  of  its  being  raifed  from 
the  lower  daffies  of  the  people.  Mr. 
Courtenay,  general  Smith,  and  Mr. 
Sheridan,  objedfed  to  it  on  the  fame 
account;  as  depriving  the  poor  of 
almoft  their  only  luxury.  General 
Tarleton  brought  up  feveral  claufeg 
for  fupplving  non-commiflioned  of¬ 
ficers  and  fold iers,  while  on  board 
tranfports,  with  this  article,  duty 
free;  which  paffied.-  The  horfe  duty 
bill  underwent  fome alterations;  and 
all  working  horfes  under  thirteen 
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hands  high  were  exempted  from  the 
tax.  Horfes  ufed  in  the  yeomanry 
cavalrv,  freeholders  living  on  free- 
holds  from  iol.  to  15I.  a  year,  and 
.perfons  holding  farms  of  70I.  or 
freeholds  of  35I.  per  annum ,  were 
alfo  exempted.  The  tax  on  printed 
cottons  and  cailicoes  was  given  op. 
That  on  collateral  fucceffion  was 
ftrongly  oppofed  by  Mr  Sheridan  ; 
and  the  report  of  the  budget  u  ,der- 
went  further  oppoiitioii  in  its  fuc- 
ceffive  ftages.  Mr.  alderman  Newn- 
ham  remarked  the  inquifitorial  pow¬ 
er  which  the  lucceflion  bill  muff  ne- 
ceffarily  veftin  certain  perfons.  Eve¬ 
ry  circumflance  relative  to  private 
property  was  expofed  to  public  in- 
fpedlion,  which  would  particularly 
fubjedl  commercial  men  to  great  in¬ 
conveniences.  It  was  a  tax  on  the 
bounty  due  to  illegitimate  children, 
to  a  well-tried  friend  or  domeftic, 
to  the  value  of  6  per  cent.  It  ren¬ 
dered  the  office  of  an  executor 
lb  complex  and  troublefome,  that 
none  fhould  venture  to  become  one 
without  an  attorney  at  his  elbow. 
Mr.  Newnham  further  objected  to 
dividing  the  landed  property  into 
6ne  bill,  and  the  perfonal  into  an¬ 
other.  After  a  variety  of  obferva- 
tions  on  the  evil  tendency  of  the 
bill,  he  moved  for  its  being  taken 
into  confideration  that  day  four 
months ;  which  was  Seconded  by 
Mr.  Rafhleigh. 

Mr.  Fox  thought  the  bill  intro¬ 
duced  a  mode  of  taxation  wholly 
inapplicable  to  the  ffate  of  this 
Country.  By  this  tax  every  fpecies 
of  commercial  property  muff  be 
laid  open.  This  was  totally  im- 
poffible;  and  it  was  therefore  im¬ 
practicable,  by  any  regulation,  to 
obviate  the  objection  to  this  tax; 
in  order  to  pay  a  tax  ad  valor em9 
the  value  mull  be  ascertained, 
2nd  the  (late  of  the  commercial  pro¬ 
perty  known  to  the  world.  Many 
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commercial  poffeflions  depended 
upon  a  balance  of  debts  and  credits : 
the  nature  of  thefe  debts  muff  be 
necefTarily  expofed.  A  man  migqt 
lofe  on  one  branch,  and  gain  on 
another;  and  many  were  the  ip- 
fiances  in  which  injiifliee,  though 
it  was  not  intended,  was  infeparable 
from  the  operation  of  the  bill. 
In  forne  cafes  the  propedy  be¬ 
queathed  might  be  of  fuch  a  nature, 
that  it  would  not  be  pollible  to  as¬ 
certain  its  value..  If  by  good  for- 
tune  a  man  fhould  extend  the  buff- 
nefs  bequeathed  him,  he  mu  ft  an¬ 
nually  pay  a  proportion  of  the  in- 
creafed  advantages.  In  manv  other 
inflances  there  was  no  poilibilitv  of 
eft:  mating  the  value  of  property 
under  this  bill.  In  fame  cafes  it 
would  produce  a  fcene  of  contuliou 
and  intolerable  vexation.  Admit¬ 
ting  the  principle  of  this  tax  to  be 
juft,  he  could  fee  no  reafon  why, 
at  a  future  time,  it  fhould  not  be 
extended  to  lineal  as  well  as  colla¬ 
teral  lucceffion.  As  far  as  it  ope¬ 
rated  on  property  in  the  funds,  it 
was,  he  thought,  u  a  direCt  breach 
of  faith  in  the  government;”  and 
a  breach  of  faith  which,  in  time, 
would  Swallow  up  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  debt  due  to  the  proprie¬ 
tors  of  flock.  As  to  that  part  of 
the  bill  which  refpeCted  the  Suc- 
ceflion  to  entailed  eflates,  the  tax, 
he  obferved,  was  to  be  calculated 
upon  the  life  eflate,  which,  he  con¬ 
tended,  could  not  equitably  be  put 
in  pra<5lice.  If,  by  any  mode  of 
calculation,  it  was  eflimated  that  a 
marl  fhould  live  a  certain  number 
of  years,  and  he  died  much  Sooner, 
it  would  then  be  found  that  he  had 
paid  more  than  a  fair  proportion. 
All  this,  however,  was,  he  thought, 
Subordinate  to  that  grand  objection, 
that,  to  levy  the  tax  ad  valorem ,  a 
dangerous  fyllem  of  difcovery  muft 
be  adopted. 
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The  fplicitor  general  obferved 
that  the  principle  of  the  bill  was 
previoufly  recognized  by  the  law  al¬ 
ready  in  force,  and  every  objection 
to.  the  prefent  bill  bore  equally  a- 
gainfi  that.  To  afcertain  the  va¬ 
lue  of  liyes,  the  afleffinent  was 
taken  as  low  as  pofiible;  the  tax 
was  to  be  taken  in  four  different 
payments,  fo  that  if  the  perfon  did 
not  live  till  the  lad,  the  tax  would 
not  be  collected.  The  duty  of  an 
executor  was,  he  contended,  made 
eafier  by  this  tax,  as  a  line  was 

chalked  out”  for  him.  It  had  a 
Superior  advantage  to  other  taxes, 
as  it  took  nothing  from  what  a  man 
had  really  in  pofiefiion.  A  variety 
of  other  advantages  were  pointed 
out  by  the  learned  geptleman.  It 
appeared  ftrange  to  him,  that  the 
tax  fhould  be  confidered  as  inju¬ 
rious  from  its  pccafioning  the  pub- 
licity  of  private  property,  when,  he 
faid,  in  other  countries  it  was  fup- 
pofed  to  Hrengthen  credit.  In  Ja¬ 
maica,  an  executor  was  bound  to 
render  an  annual  account  of  the 
property,  and  was  liable  to  heavy 
penalties  for  concealing  it.. 

Mr.  Grey  thought  that  whatever 
might  be  the  policy  of  that  coun¬ 
try,  it  would  be  extremely  preju¬ 
dicial  to  the  commercial  credit  of 
this.  In  this  country,  where  large  ca¬ 
pitals  were  embarked  in  commerce, 
if  two  or  three  collateral  fucceflions 
were  to  take  place  in  a  fhort  time, 
would  not  the  fubtradtion  of  6  per 
cent,  make  a  heavy  impreffion,  and 
take  from  actual  employment  of  ca¬ 
pital  ?  Mr.  Grey  flrongiy  fupported 
the  arguments  of  Mr.  Fox,  which, 
he  thought,  had  been  by  no  means 
anfwered. 

The  attorney  general,  in  a  fpeech 
of  great  legal  ability,  Hated,  that, 
with  refpea  to  this  bill  affording 
no  exception  in  the  cafe  of  illegi¬ 
timate  children,  this  was  precifely 


the  cafe  with  other  a&s  off  parlia* 
ment,  and  was  both  moral  and  polk* 
tic.  This  a<H,  however,  in  cafe  thp 
teflator  Hated  the  legatee  to  be  his 
child,  provided  that  it  fliould  en¬ 
joy  the  exception  in .  favour  of 
lineal  defcent,  Several  occafions 
of  difpute  between  the  executory 
and  legatee  were,  he  Hated,  re¬ 
moved  by  thi$  bill,  and  feveral 
doubtful  cafes  afcertained,  AcT 
cording  to  the  exifling  lavys,  there 
were  few  cafes  in  which,  if  any 
difpute  arofe,  the  books  and  pri¬ 
vate  concerns  of  individuals  might 
not  be  examined. 

The  bill  was  (Irpngly  oppofed 
by  Mr.  W,  Smith,  Mr.  Francis, 
and  general  Smith,  and  fupported 
by  Mr.  Pitt,  It  palled  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  78  in  the  hopfe  of  com¬ 
mons  ;  but  was  again  fpiritedly  at¬ 
tacked  in  the  houfe  of  lords  by 
lord  Lauderdale,  who  confidered  it, 
when  coupled  with  the  landed  pro¬ 
perty  bill,  as  tqndin^  tp  fweep  alj 
the  property  of  the  kingdom  into 
the  hands  pf  government.  Their 
effects  would  be  the  mofl  felt  bv 
the  members  of  that  houfe,  a  houfe 
of  hereditary  members',  In  time, 
his  lordfiiip  faid,  it  mufl  fwallow 
up  the  fortunes  of  their  lordfliips* 
collateral  heirs,  vyho  plight  fucceed 
to  their  titles.  Had  futh  a  ta^ 
exiHed  in  the  IaH  century,  none 
there  would  have  pofiefied  fufficienf 
property  to  fupport  their  rank  and 
character.  In  the  cafe  of  the  duke; 
of  Norfolk,  69o,ooq1.  wpuld  have 
been  taken  from  his  family.  Taxes 
on  legacies  had,  indeed,  been  im- 
pofed;  hut  it  was  never  thought 
that  miniflers  would  extend  the 
principle  fo  far  as  to  impa  ir 
fhemfelves  to  feize  thp  whole  ca« 
pital  of  the  kingdom,  apd  impo- 
verHh  noble  farrmies  tjll  they  were 
likely  to  become  convenient  tools;, 
to  the  mjnifler,  IJi§  lprdfhip  no¬ 
ticed 
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*iced  the  Unequal  operation  of  this , 
bill  in  the'  inftance  of  a  military 
man,  who  could  only  fell  an  an¬ 
nuity  left  him  at  four  years’  pur- 
chafe;  whereas,  thofe  who  were 
lefs  expofed  to  hardfhips,  jefs  a6Uve 
in  the  defence  of  their  country, 
might  difpofe  of  it  for  thirty-one 
years’  purphafe;  vet  they  would  pay 
the  fame  tax.  If  the  collateral  pro¬ 
perty  of  ah  other  descriptions  of 
men  was  thus  to  be  affie£fed,  his 
lordfhip  thought  that  of  the  church 
fliould  not  be  exempted  ;  but  that 
all  churchmen,  ppon  tranflation  op 
prefentation  to  a  living,  fliould,  for 
four  years^  be  obligecf  to  givp  qp  a 
proportion  of  their  annual  income,' 
The  tasf  was  impolitic,  ppon  the 
eftablifhed  maxim  that  it  was  leaff 
injurious  tp  the  community  to  tax 
confumption  and  not  capital.  Taxes 
upon  prodinffive  capital,  he  obfery- 
ed,  tended  to  withdraw  it  from  the 
fupport  of  indufbry,  and  diminifhr 
ed  that  wealth  on  which  circulation 
depended,  and  whence  national 
profpejritv  was  derived.  Our  dfie- 
inies  would,  he  thought,  have  a 
very  unfavourable  idea  of  our  re¬ 
sources,  from  oqr  adoption  of  fuch 
unheard  and  untried  measures. 
The  arguments  of  lord  Lauderdale 
were  oppofed  by  lord  Grenville  and 
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the  bifhop  of  Rochefler,  \yhp  oh- 
ferved  that  churchmen  paid  taxes 
in  the  fame  proportion  with  other 
men  :  and  the  bill  palled. 

The  bill  for  a  tax  upon  the  fuc*- 
ceffion  to  real  eftates  met  with 
ftill  flronger  oppofition.  Mr.N  Rafh- 
leigh,  Mr.  Newnham,  Mr.  Crewe, 
lord  G.  Cavendifii,  fir  W.  Pulte- 
ney,  Mr,  Baftard,  lord  Sheffield, 
Mr.  M.  Robinfon,  general  Smith, 
Mr,  Harrifon,  Mr1-  B idler,  fir  A. 
Fergufon,  Mr.  Francis,  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan,  and  Mr,  Fox,  ftrenuouily 
Oppofed  it ;  it  was  fupported  by 
the  attorney  and  folicitor  general, 
the  Secretary  at  war,  Mr.  M.  Mon- 
tague,  Mr.  H.  Brown,  and  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  On 
a  motion  from  Mr.  Sheridan  for 
poftponing  the  third  reading  for 
three  months,  the  majority  againft 
the  motion  was  only  one.  Mr. 
Pitt  then  moved  for  its  being  again 
read  the  following  day ;  when  the 
ayes  and  noes  being  equal,  the 
fpeaker  gave  a  calling  vote  for  the 
rpption.  The  bill,  however,  ap¬ 
pearing  fo  thoroughly  obnoxious, 
Mf.  Pit t  abandoned  the  meafure, 
by  moving  the  next  day  for  defer¬ 
ring  the  third  reading  to  that  day 
three  months. 

_  / 
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Mejfagefrom  tjie  King  relative  to  Peace .  Debates  on  that  Svbjefl.  Jn  the 
Houfe  of  Commons .  fn  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Mr,  Grey's  Motion for  Peace 
•—Rejected.  IS^aroon  IK  at.  General  Macleod' s  Motion  on  that  Subject. 
Mr.  Sheridan's  Motion  for  Papers  relative  to  the  Weft  India  Expedition* 
SucceJJive  Debates  on  this  Subjell.  Motion  relative  to,  M.  Sombreuil ,  and 
the  Quiberoy  Expedition „ 

AMESSAQE  from  his  majef-  the  part  of  the  enemy,  with  a  defirc 

ty  *,  relative  to  his  difpo-  to  give  it  the  fpeedieft  effeT  in 
fition  to  meet  any  negotiation  on  producing  a  peace,  was  read  by  the" 

*  The  fame  which  wa*  referred  to  during  the  debates  on  the  loan. 

fpeaker 
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fpeaker  on  the  8th  December,  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  report  of  the  budget. 
i  On  the  following  day,  Mr.  Pitt 
moved  an  addrefs  in  reply.  He 
obferved  that  the  fefitim'ents  ex- 
prefied  In  the  meffage  were  con¬ 
formable  to  thofe  delivered  from 
the  throne  at  the  commencement 
of  the  feflion,  with  a  view  to  the 
formation  of  a  'government  in 
France,  with  \yhich  a  fecure  and 
honourable  peace  might  be  con¬ 
cluded.  He  renewed  thofe  fenti- 
ments  as  applicable  to  the  prefent 
French  government,  the  recent 
fuccefies  of  our  allies,  and  the  em- 
barrafliment’of  the  enemy’s  finances. 

Mr.  Sheridan  wilhed  to  know 
■what  had  occurred,  in  the  fpace  of 
five  weeks  at  moil,  of  fo  important 
a  nature  as  to  occafion  fuch  an  al¬ 
teration  of  fentiment  in  the  mini- 
jfter.  In  faff,  however,  he  had 
only  one  week  for  this  change  : 
otherwife  why  not  have  declared 
It  before  the  fettlement  for  the 
loan,  which  would  have  faved  the 
nation  two  millions  ?  Mr.  Sheri¬ 
dan  thought  this  change  of  opinion 
could  not  be  fi ncere,  but  intended 
to  defeat  the  motion  for  peace,  of 
which  Mr.  Grey  had  given  previous 
notice.  This  very  government, 
Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  which  the  mb 
nifter  ftated  on  the  opening  of 
the  budget  to  be  «  not  only  on 
the  verge  but  in  the  gulph  of 
bankruptcy,  and  rapidly  approach¬ 
ing  to  what  mull  inevitably  over¬ 
throw  or  deftroy  it;”  this  very  go¬ 
vernment  was  now  reprefiented  to 
the  houfe  not  only  as  a  form  of 
government  with  which  we  may 
fafely  negotiate,  but  as  capable  of 
maintaining  a  fecure  and  perma¬ 
nent  peace.  Would  the  minifler 
fay  he  was  more  reconciled  to 
thofe  who  exercifed  the  functions 
of  government  ?  Of  the  execu¬ 
tive  4h'e$ory,  four  out  of  five 


;  H  AN  D 

had  voted  for  the  death  of  the  king* 
Thefe  had  been  deferibed  as  men 
who  brought  on  the  War,  and  with 
Whom  no  fettled  order  of  things 
could  take  place.  The  revocation 
of  the  decree  refped;ing  intermed¬ 
dling  with  other  governments  had 
long  fince  taken  place.  That  de¬ 
cree,  he  obferved,  had  in  fad  been 
a  retaliation  upon  the  coalition  of 
kings  againjf  their  own  govern¬ 
ment.  This,  however,  he  did  not, 
he  faid,  juftify.  What  was  the 
time  when  the  French  government 
was  thought  fit  to  be  treated  with  ? 
when  the  rulers  of  it  adopted  the 
fyftem  of  felf-eledion, — took  all 
power  into  their  own  hands, —  and 
treated  with  contempt  the  rights, 
opinions,  and  interefis  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  ?  Yet  then  gentlemen  ex¬ 
claimed,  this  was  fomething  like  a 
regular  government  ;  fomething 
was  now  got  refembling  the  Britifil 
conflitution  :  and  indeed,  the  way 
in  which  they  chofe  to  exprefs  their 
attachment  to  it,  was  by  their  eager- 
nefsdo  retain  its  abufes.  All  this 
looked  as  if  the  minifter  had  fame 
fu  bterfuge.  Mr.  Sheridan  further 
firongiy  infilled  on  the  propriety 
and  neceffity  of  not  confidering  any 
particular  form  of  government  in 
France  as  neceffary  for  peace, 
whenever  it  could  be  effeded  on 
fui table  ,  terms  ;  and  moved  an 
amendment,  which  in  fubftance 
went  to  exprefs  the  concern  of  the 
houfe,  that  any  thing  in  the  inter¬ 
nal  affairs  of  France  fhoifid  have 
induced  hjs  majelty  tp  a  difpo- 
fition  unfavourable  to  meeting  a 
negotiation  for  peace  with  the  ener 
my  ;  that  if  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances  in  France  only  were  ad¬ 
mitted  as  a  ground  for  negotiation, 
any  change  might  be  confidered 
a  ground  for  difcontinuihg  any 
treaty  which  was  begun;  and  there¬ 
fore  the  houfe  prayed  to  have  thi$ 

principle 
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principle  entirely  declaimed,  and 
that  the  form  of  government  in 
France  might  be  no  bar  to  negoti¬ 
ation,  whenever  a  peace  could  be 
fafely  effeded ;  and  that  his  ma- 
jelfy  would  be  pleafed  to  order  an 
immediate  negotiation  to  com¬ 
mence. 

The  amendment  was  oppofed  by 
Mr.  Wilberforce  and  Mr.  M.  Ro- 
binfon.  In  reply  to  the  former, 
Mr,  Grey  obferved,  that  none  could 
wifh  that  peace,  however  defirable, 
fhould  be  procured  even  at  the  rilk 
of  inglorious  fubmiffion,  or  that 
fuch  a  relaxation  fhould  take  place 
in  the  conduct  of  the  war  as  to 
prevent  our  exacting  thofe  terms 
which  the  king  of  England  was 
entitled  to  afk.  The  government 
which  the  French  had  chofen,  was, 
however,  in  fad,  the  fame  in  prin¬ 
ciple  with  the  one  with  which  this 
{country  went  to  war  -that  which 
minifters  had  declared  fo  odious 
and  dangerous,  that  we  could  only 
End  fafety  in  its  utter  deftrudion. 
We  had,  he  faid,  firft  engaged  in 
war  with  the  Briflotines;  the  fuc- 
celTors  of  that  party  were  at  prefent 
in  power,  more  moderate  indeed, 
but  precifely  adi ng  upon  the  fame 
principles.  The  only  difference 
was,  they  had  a  council  of  ancients 
inftead  of  a  committee,  add  a  coun¬ 
cil  of  five  hundred  inftead  of  a 
national  convention.  France,  he 
obferved,  was  ftill  a  republic,  one 
and  indivifible  ;  and  he  wifhed  to 
know  how  minifters  reconciled  the 
condud  of  declaring  at  one  time 
that  nothing  but  the  deftrudion  of 
certain  principles  could  prepare  the 
way  for  peace,  and  at  another  tak¬ 
ing  advantage  of  a  very  flight  va¬ 
riation  of  circumftances,  to  follow 
the  line  of  condud  fo  often  recom¬ 
mended  to  them  in  vain.  At  that 
time,  Mr.  Grey  ftated,  feveral  con¬ 
tinental  powers  had  concluded  trea-  ' 


ties  with  the  French,  which  had 
never  been  violated.  He  further 
obferved,  that  we  had  been  baffled 
every  where  but  at  fea  —  had  fpent 
above  50  millions  fterling —  and 
added  above  80  millions  to  the  na¬ 
tional  debt.  He  thought  there  was 
a  part  both  of  the  meftage  and  ad- 
drefs  fo  equivocal,  that  hq  wifhed 
minifters  to  be  tied  down  really  to 
negotiate  by  the  terms  of  the 
amendment,  which  declared  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  France  no  bar  to  this 
bufinefs. 

Mr.  Pitt  obferved  that  the  amend¬ 
ment  went  much  further  than  the 
addrefs :  it  required  minifters  to 
enter  into  immediate  negotiation, 
whether  they  faw  a  proper  difpo- 
fition  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  or 
not.  Fie  denied  that  our  having 
entered  into  the  war  was  an  ag-^ 
greffion  on  our  part,  or  that  mi-* 
nifters  had  ever  afferted  that  the 
reftoration  of  monarchy  there  was 
a  fine  qua  non.  From  the  change 
which  had  taken  place  in  the 
French  government,  —  from  the 
change  which  had  arifen  in  the 
mode  of  calling  forth  its  fupplies,  — 
and,  above  all,  the  change  in  the 
temper  and  fentiments  of  the  peo- 
P^j  —  there  was  a  hope  that  peace 
might  be  concluded  with  them  at 
this  time,  which  had  not  exifted  at 
any  other  period  of  the  war.  The 
new  conftitution,  in  its  formation, 
admitted  the  falfehood  of  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  perfed  equality.  They 
admitted  of  artificial  diftindions, 
which  faftened  and  kept  together 
the  mafs  of  fociety.  They  had  laid 
hold  of  one  of  the  elements  which 
contribute  to  form  a  focial  ftate  for 
man — a  mixed  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  : — and  their  prefent  legiflative 
fyftem,  however  long  it  might  en¬ 
dure,  was  conftituted  on  a  prin¬ 
ciple  very  different  from  that  of 
pure  democracy.  Tire  fubjed  of 
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the  decayed  finances  of  France  had 
already  been  fufticiently  difcufled  ; 
in  addition  to  what  had  been  faid, 
he  would  only  call  the  attention  of 
the  houfe  to  the  dying  confeftian  of 
their  old  government,  and  to  the 
infant  a<fts  of  the  new.  Mr.  Pitt 
obferved  that  the  Britifh  character 
in  war  had  never  been  more  ex¬ 
alted  than  in  the  prefent.  What 
had  been  done  in  Holland  and  Ger¬ 
many  ?  We  had  gained  the  three 
mod  important  points;  Martinique, 
Cape  Nicola  Mole,  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  If  the  amendment, 
and  the  advice  of  its  promoters,  was 
adopted,  the  difcretion  of  govern¬ 
ment  would  be  entirely  taken 
away,  and  the  refppnfibility  dou¬ 
bled. 

The  prefent  mpafure  was  confi- 
dered  by  Mr.  Fox  as  a  total  retrac¬ 
tion  of  all  thecharges  which  had  been 
made  again  ft  himfelf:  for  he  had 
from  the  firft  maintained  the  very 
dadhrine  delivered  in  his  majefty’s 
mefTage.  The  amendment,  he  con¬ 
tended,  fo  far  from  exceeding,  did 
not  go  to  the  extent  of  the  mefTage: 
It  only  declared  that  there  were 
no  impediments  to  treating,  in  the 
form  of  the  government  in  France. 
In  fnpporting  the  amendment,  he 
was  far  from  arguing  againft  the 
add  refs:  he  was,  in  fad:,  fupporting 
it  by  what  gave  it  meaning  and 
force;  The  mefTage,  he  laid,  ex- 
prefsiy  declared  that  the’  French 
had  now  adopted  fuch  a  form  of 
government  that  Great  Britain 
might  fafely  treat  with  them.  If 
that  was  the  cafe,  what  poftible 
objedion  could  there  be  to  a  de¬ 
claration  that  we  would  treat  with 
them?  The  fitnefs  of  that  country 
to  maintain  the  relations  of  peace 
and  amity  was  evident  to  the  whole 
world,  and  would  have  been  fo  to 
the  minlfter,  had  he  been  lincere  in 
]  ur.$  laft,  when  he  moved  an  amend¬ 


ment  to  the  motion  for  a  pacffica? 
tion,  which  he  called  a  conditional 
declaration  that  we  were  difpofed 
to  treat  with  France  whenever  there 
was  a  government  capable  of  main¬ 
taining  thofe  relations.  With  this 
glaring  fad  before  their  eyes,  would 
the  houfe  again  leave  it  in  the  power 
of  minifters  to  juggle  with  words  > 
Would  they  not  ^think  it  prudent 
to  bind  them  down  to  a  fpecific  ad 
upon  their  own  words  ?  If  they  did 
not,  what  confidence  could  they 
have  in  the  prefent  declaratioh 
more  than  in  the  paft?  Mr.  Fox 
pointed  out  many  evafions  which 
might  otherwife  occur.  The' mi¬ 
nifters,  he  faid,  had  perfuaded  the 
houfe  to  leave  them  open,  and  had 
negleded  the  time  upon  which 
other  ftatefmen  had  wifely  feized, 
and  happily  improved.  The  gen¬ 
tlemen  with  whom  he  aded,  never 
did  contend  that  the  French  con- 
ftitution  was  well  framed  ;  and  they 
utterly  detefted  the  atrocities  that 
had  been  committed  there ;  they 
had  only  afferted  the  capacity  of 
that  country  to  maintain  faith  with 
foreign  nations.  He  thought  the 
prefent  government  no  more  capa¬ 
ble  of  this  than  any  of  its  predecef- 
fors.  The  Briffotine  party  main-^ 
tained  the  treaties  of  theif  prede- 
ceftors.  The  execrable  tyrant,  Ro- 
befpiere,  had  obferved,  with  equal 
fidelity,  the  treaties  made  with 
Briftot.  His  fucceftors  were  equal¬ 
ly  fteady  in  the  external  fyftem 
which  had  been  adopted.  Conft- 
dering  the  treaties  which  minifters 
had  made,  with  whom  they  had 
made  them,  and  what  a<fts  of'aban- 
doned  tyranny  they  had  not  dif- 
countenanced,  it  was  not  worthy 
the  manly  character  of  the  Britifh 
nation  to  abet  them  in  their  refif- 
tance  to  a  treaty  with  France.-  Mr. 
Fox  expatiated  with  his  ufual  abiT 
Iity  on  what  he  conceived  the  ab^ 

furdity 
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Surdity  of  confidering  France  as  now 
capable  of  maintaining  the  relations 
with  foreign  powers  becaufe  their 
diflrefs  was  fo  great  that  this  very 
liable  government  was  on  the  point 
of  annihilation.  If  their  diflrefs 
was  a  reafon  for  treating  with  them, 
had  they  not  this  diflrefs  a  year  ago, 
when  the  miniflers  Hated  the  de¬ 
preciation  of  affigriats  at  eighty  per 
cent?  He  pointedly  ridiculed  the 
idea  of  conftdering  the  prefent  ru¬ 
lers  of  France  as  objeCls  of  perfect 
confidence  becaufe  they  had  two 
houfes  of  legiflation  inflead  of  one. 
There  was,  he  faid,  fomethi ng  fo 
whimfical,  and  fo  unworthy  of 
ftatefmen,  in  that  mode  of  reafon- 
ing,  that  he  would  not  flop  to  an- 
fwer  it.  Was  the  jacobin  govern¬ 
ment  deftroyed  ?  Was  the  govern¬ 
ment  founded  on  the  rights  of 
man  at  an  end  ?  Had  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  November  19,  1792,  been 
more  abandoned  than  it  was  two 
years  ago  ?  Why  had  miniflers  not 
treated  before? — Becaufe  they  ob¬ 
jected  to  treat  exprefsly  with  a  go¬ 
vernment  founded  on  the  rights  of 
man.  He  would  not,  he  faid,  af- 
fert  that  the  minifier  had  gone  the 
length  of  afferting  that  the  war 
would  be  helium  ad  internecionem  : 
but  he  ufed  a  quotation  which  left 
this  imprefiion  upon  his  memory  ; 
this  was, 

- — —  «  Potuit  quce  plurirtia.  virtus 

£jje,fuit.  TotQ  cert  alum  eji  cor/iore  regni.” 

Mr.  Fox  proceeded  to  afk  how 
far  we  had  attained  the  objeCls  of 
the  war.  The  firfl  was  our  obliga¬ 
tion  to  defend  the  States  General 
and  prevent  the  opening  of  the 
Scheldt.  MinifWrs  now  fpoke  of 
treating  with  France  pofTefTed  of 
Holland.  We  had  then  failed  for 
Holland.  What  had  we  done  for 
Auftria,  Spain,  and  Pruffia?  From 
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war,  he  contended  that  it  had  beets 
highly  difaflrous.  On  every  ac¬ 
count  Mr.  Fox  thought  it  neceffary 
to  bind  miniflers  to  make  peace. 
It  was  a  vulgar  opinion,  and  the 
mofl  vulgar  of  opinions,  that  it 
was  conflantly  di {advantageous  to 
a  power  at  war  to  be  the  firfl  to 
offer  terms  of  peace  :  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  hiftory  proved  the  very  re- 
verfe  :  and  were’  peace  offered  to 
the  French  on  reafonable  terms,  it 
would  not  be  in  the  power  of  the 
directory  or  the  council  of  am¬ 
bients,  nor  the  two  houfes  joined,; 
to  refufe  the  term?.  The  people 
would  force  them  to  agree  to  them. 
It  had  been  faid  that  the  prefent 
meffage  might  have  been  expeCted 
from  the  fpeech  at  the  opening  of 
the  feffiom  The  fpeech  from  the 
throne  had,  however,  produced  no 
imprefiion  on  the  funds.  The 
meffage  produced  on  that  day  a 
rife  in  the  funds*  of  five  or  fix  per 
cent. 

Mr;  Dundas  faid  that  nothing 
had  fallen  from  the  minifier  tending 
to  prove  that  it  was  contrary  to  the 
interefl  or  honour  of  a  country  to 
m^ke  advances  for  peace.  There 
were,  indeed,  fo  many  indirect  wavs 
of  founding  each  other’s  intentions, 
that  it  was  frequently  difficult  to 
difcover  which  party  made  the  dr  ft 
offer.  The  argument  had  only 
gone  to  prove  the  injuflice  of  put¬ 
ting  the  executive  power  under  the 
neceffity  of  making  peace,  and 
making"  miniflers  refponfible  for 
the  terms.  He  entered  into  an  ar¬ 
gument  to  fhew  the  difficulty  of 
this  fituation,  and  the  impractica¬ 
bility  of  fuccefs.  Miniflers  in  fuch 
a  fituation  ought  to  be  left  unfet¬ 
tered.  If  this  argument  was  juft, 
and  he  thought  it  incontrovertible, 
it  mud  apply  again (l  the  amend¬ 
ment,  which  bound  the  hands  of 


s 


110 


BRITISH  AN  H 


the  executive  power,  and  laid  the 
country  at  the  mercy  of  France. — 
Mr.  Dundas  went  over  the  ufual 
ground  of  argument,  to  Blew  that 
the  aggrefiion  was  not  on  our 
fide,  and  that  the  war  was  not  car¬ 
ried  on  for  the  melioration  of  the 
ancient  defpotifm.  When  the  mo¬ 
tion  for  peace  was  made  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  the  fucceBes  of  the 
French  were  much  greater  than  at 
prefent.  The  whole  eaBern  coaB 
of  the  kingdom  was  in  a  panic, 
on  account  of  the  refources  of 
Holland  being  gained  to  France. 
Would  it  then  have  been  politic 
to  negotiate  ?  Could  we  then  even 
have  obtained  tolerable  terms  ? 
France  would  have  retained  her 
power,  and,  what  was  Bill  worfe, 
would  have  retained  her  pride. — < 
The  objeCt  of  Great  Britain  was, 
fb  to  reduce  the  power  of  France, 
as  to  give  a  probability  of  a  per¬ 
manent  peace;  and  would  it  be 
contended  that  their  power  was  in 
any  degree  in  the  fame  Bate  as  at 
the  period  alluded  to  ?  Taking  into 
confederation  the  objeCts  for  which 
we  had  contended,  and  the  nature 
of  the  enemy,  this  had  been  a  moB 
fuccefsful  war  !  So  far  from  being 
true  was  the  aflertion  that  from 
the  diBraCted  Bate  of  the  French 
they  muB  have  been  anxious  for 
peace  laft  year,  this  was  the  firft 
period  when  their  language  or  fen- 
timents  had  fhewn  the  leaB  of  a 
pacific  difpofition.  Mr.  Dundas 
faid  he  thought  it  necefiary  to  re¬ 
mind  the  houfe  that  the  meflage 
only  held  out  our  readinefs  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  upon  honourable  terms,  and 
vindicated  the  fincerity  of  miniBers 
in  the  meBages  they  had  produced. 
The  laft,  he  faid,  could  not  have 
appeared  at  a  more  fuitable  time 
than  after  the  fupplies  had  been 
granted  for  carrying  on  the  war 
another  year,  as  the  enemy  might 


now  be  apprifed  of  otir  prepara* 
tion  for  either  alternative.  Aftef 
a  few  obfervations  from  gene¬ 
ral  Smith  in  favour  of  the  amend¬ 
ment,  and  a  fhort  reply  from  Mr, 
Sheridan,  the  amendment  was  ne¬ 
gatived  without  a  divilion,  and  the 
addrefs  carried. 

The  mefiagewas  brought  down  to 
the  houfe  of  lords  by  lord  Grenville, 
December  9th,  who  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  day  moved  an  addrefs,  exactly 
limilar  to  that  in  the  commons, 
which,  after  a  Biort  debate,  was 
agreed  to. 

Very  foon  after  the  recefs,  Mr, 
Grey  obferved  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  that,  from  the  meBage 
delivered  from  his  majeBy,  a  gene-r 
ral  expectation  of  returning  peace 
had  been  excited,  and  a  general 
defire  of  knowing  whether  it  was 
Bill  at  a  diBance,  or  whether  we 
were  Bill  to  profecute  the  war.  As 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  re¬ 
plied  that  he  did  not  think  it  in¬ 
cumbent  upon  him  to  an-fwer  fuch 
a  queflion  at  prefent,  Mr.  Grey- 
proceeded  to  give  notice  of  his  in¬ 
tended  motion  for  peace,  which  he 
introduced  to  the  houfe  on  15th 
February.  He  obferved,  that,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  hopes  that  had  been 
formed,  no  negotiation  for'  peace 
had  taken  place,  but  that  miniBers 
appeared  determined  to  profecute 
the  conteB  to  extremity  ;  that 
they  had  totally  changed  "the  lan¬ 
guage  with  which  they  fet  out :  it 
was  no  longer  the  prefervation  of 
focial  order,  the  fafetv  of  regular 
government,  or  the  extirpation  of 
doCtrines  hoBile  to  tranquillity  f— -* 
the  expedient  was  now  recurred 
to  of  deluding  the  people  with  the 
hopes  of  peace ,  wh:le  they  were  de¬ 
termined  to  perfcvere  in  the  fyBem 
of  warfare.  Mr.  Grey  took  a  re¬ 
view  of  our  embarkation  in  the 
war,  and  contended  that  the  confe- 
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quences  which  followed  wer-e  thofe 
we  had  reafon  to  expert .  A  con¬ 
federacy  deftitute  of  union,  of  ob- 
je6t,  and  concert,  and  with  feparate 
views  to  the  individual  intereft  of 
each,  could  not  be  fuccefsful.  He 
took  a  review  of  the  d barters  which 
had  arifen  in  the  different  cam¬ 
paigns,  and.  the  repeated  motions, 
which  had  been  fubmitjted  to  the 
hpufe  for  the  purpofe  of  promot¬ 
ing  a  negotiation  with  the  enemy. 
From  the  defertion  of  feveral  allies* 
we  were  now,  ,he  obferved,  likely 
to  have  the  whole  weight  of  the  war 
thrown  upon  our  own  {boulders.; 
Another  campaign  was  about:  to 
take  place,  and  the.  emperor  was  to, 
have  another  loan.  In  bringing 
forward  his  prefent  motion,  Mr- 
Grey  obferved,  thequeftion  ap¬ 
peared  difembarraffed  of  many  to¬ 
pics  which  it  formerly  involved. 
The  French  were  no  longer  heard 
of  as  the  avowed  enemies  of  God 
and  man :  we  had  now  no  objec¬ 
tion  to  contemplate  them  as  a  re¬ 
public  one  and  indivifible,  founded 
on  the  balls  of  liberty,  equality,  fra¬ 
ternity,  and  the  rights  of  man.  The 
arguments  refpe&ing  the  decay  of 
their  finances  were  now  no.  longer 
adduced  as  a  reafon  why  minifters 
fhould  not  negotiate.  He  by  no 
means  pretended  to  affert  but  that 
every  thing  muft  depend  upon  the. 
terms  to  be  propofed  and  accepted 
but  had  any  advances  in  negotiation 
been  made?  He  ftiould,  he  faid, 
be  told  to  rely  on  the  wifdom  of 
minifters,  and  the  gracious  difpofi-; 
tiop  of  bis  m aj eft y,  which,  through 
his  minifters,  he  had  lately  com¬ 
municated  to  that  houfe  and  to 
the  country  j  but  he  was  no  friend 
to  a  blind  confidence  in  minifters 
who  had  fo  repeatedly  {hewn  them - 
felves  unworthy  of  it.  If  minifters 
meant  to  prove  themfelves  fincere 
$  ‘ 
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in  their  defire  for  peace,  they  ought 
to  make  direct  proposals.  It  might 
be  faid  this  was  humiliating.  When 
a  nation  was  fuccefsful  in  war,  it 
was  generous  to  wave  the  advan¬ 
tage,  and  affume  the  language  of 
moderation  to  the  enemy :  when 
they  were  equal,  Overtures  of  peace 
were  equally  honourable.  But  if  we 
were  engaged  in  a  war  eminently 
difaftrous,  misfortune  fliould  teach 
us  humility,  and  fubmiftion  to  an 
alternative  which  our  folly  had 
rendered  inevitable.  By  exprefs 
declaration  from  this  country, 
France! was  not  to  be  treated  with; 
and  this  pofition  had  never  . been 
re  traded.  It  was,  therefore,  de¬ 
serving  of  inquiry,  whether  ther 
meffage  was  a  virtual  acknowledge¬ 
ment,  and  whether  fomething  more 
explicit  was  required.  The  ob¬ 
noxious  principles  of  the  French 
had  been  formally  disclaimed and 
we  ought  unequivocally  to,  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  republic,  and  ^witft 
this  bring  forward  our  propofals, 
Mr.  Grey  declared,  that  he  was  fo 
little  difpofed  to  fetter  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  minifters  in  any  real  en¬ 
deavours  to  obtain  peace,  that,  if 
he  could  have  any  affii/ance  that 
they  were  negotiating,  he  would 
gladly  withdraw  his  motion.  He 
concluded  with  moving  for  an  ad-: 
d-refs  to  his  majefty,  praying  him 
to  communicate  to  the  executive- 
government  of  the  French  republic 
his  readinefs  to  meet  any  di.fpofi- 
tion  to  negotiate,  with  an  earneft 
defire  to  give  it  the  fpeedieft  effect. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  that,  however  he 
might  be  difpofed  to  favour  that, 
obje<ft  which  the  motion  appeared 
principally  to  have  in  view,  he 
could  not  concede  to  the  grounds 
on  which  it  had  been  followed  up. 
The  ftate  of  the  country  was  far 
different  from  that  held  qut ;  and. 

no 
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ho  temporary  reverfe  in  the  for¬ 
tune  of  war,  no  internal  preffufe  in 
our  domeftic  fituation,  had  yet  pro-* 
duced  that  humiliation.  Mr.  Pitt 
contended  that  Ota r  fucceffes  had 
been  fuch  as  to  bbviate  any  ob- 
ftacle  to  negotiation  On  the  fcore  of 
national  honour;  and  therefore  the 
difficulties  which  formerly  exifted* 
and  which  had  been  formerly  urged 
by  thofe  with  whom  he  a£led,  Were 
certainly  leffened.  The  progrefs  of 
meafures  which  were  ndeeffary  in 
fuch  a  fituation  of  affairs,  could, 
however,  only  be  left  fafely  to  the 
conduct  of  the  executive  govern¬ 
ment.  If  the  houfe  Was  of  opinioii 
this  could  not  be  done  w’ith  fafety, 
the  proper  inode  was  to  addfefs 
his  majefty  to  remove  his  minijiers  \ 
but  by  applying  td  take  it  intef 
their  6wn  hands,  they  deprived  the 
country  of  every  chance  of  fuc- 
cefsful  negotiation.  It  was  his 
wifb,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  to  do  juftice 
to  his  own  conduct  and  thofe  with 
whom  he  afted  ;  but  it  was  diffi¬ 
cult  to  fay  much  upon  ft  ate  affairs 
without  breaking  in  upon  that 
principle  which  guided  every  dif- 
creet  minifter  oil  fubje&s  of  this 
nature,  it  was  particularly  fes  in 
the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs, 
When  it  would  be  ruinous  to  do 
any  thing  which  could  poffildv 
raife  any  fhfpicion,  or  create  any 
difunion  amongft  our  allies,  who, 
if  they  remained  entire ,  might  give 
honourable  and  lading  peace  to 
Europe.  After  enlarging  upon  the 
neceffity  and  importance  of  pre- 
ferving  this  union  entire,  Mr.  Pitt 
obferved,  that  it  was  important  for 
the  fupporters  of  the  motion,  ro 
confider  whether  the  meafures 
which  they  might  wifh  to  Recom¬ 
mend  were  fuch  as  might  oblige 
the  country  to  give  up  the  chance 
of  a  fucceftful  peace  altogether. 
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dr  to  make  it  tm  terms  iricdhfift 
tent  with  the  honour  of  the  nation. 
If  the  motion  was  adopted,  the  pro- 
fpedf  of  peace  mil  ft  either  be  entire¬ 
ly  given  up,  or  peace  muft  be  madd 
on  terms  inconfiftent  with  bur  ho¬ 
nour.  An  honourable pdace might  be 
had  by  pdrfeverance  in  the  vigorous 
conduct  w£  had  hitherto  purfued. 
This,  he  faid,  he  knew  from  the  ftatb- 
ment  they  had  themfelves.  given  cif 
their  almoft  exhaufted  means  for 
carrying  on  the  War.  Since  his 
majefty’s  meffage  had  been  deli¬ 
vered  to  the  houfe,  minifterS  had 
taken  every  meafure,  confiftenti 
With  the  interefts  of  the  tbuntry 
dnd  of  her  allies,-  to  enable  his  ma¬ 
jefty  to  take  any  Opportunity  either 
to  mefet  overtures  for  negotiation^ 
or  to  make  fuch  as  might  be  found 
mod  expedient!:  the  only  point  to  be' 
considered  Was  the  pforpe^l:  of  ob¬ 
taining  juft  and  honourable  terms. 
Meafures  had  been  taken  to  afeertairi 
thefe  points  $  which,  if  the  enemy 
was  fincere,  draft  lead  to  a  fpeedv 
negotiation.  Whether  that  would 
lead  to  peace,  muft  depend  .upon 
whether  the  exhaufted  ftate  of  the' 
enemy  led  ihefn  to  form  that  nego¬ 
tiation  with  a  view  to  peace,  very 
different,  as  to  the  terms*  from  any 
which  their  public  declarations  had 
for  a  long  time  paft  indicated :  if 
this  u'as  not  the  Cafe,  a  fpeedy 
peace  was  impOffibld.  He  could 
not,  he  faid,  hold  out  a  pfofpe«ft 
of  immediate  peace;  but  it  would 
not  be  the  fault  of  minifters  if  the 
period  Was  remote*  It  refted,  how* 
ever,  not  Only  with  us,  put  with 
the  enemy,  whether  negotiation 
would  lead  td  peace.  According 
to  report,  what  they  held  out  as  the 
boon  of  peace,  was,  that  they  were 
ready  to  give  peace,  hecaufe,  the 
Engliffi  government  afked  it :  that 
is,  we  were  to  lue  for  it*  and  aban¬ 
don 


F  OS.  E  f  G  N  HISTORY.  it 


turn  all  for  which  our  anceftors 
had  fought ;  abandon  our  allies, 
and  the  fafety  of  all  Europe,  and 
lacrifice.to  France  every  thing  that 
is  dear  to  us.  If  the  motion  was 
adopted,  he  could  not  fay  what 
overtures,  we  fhould  or  fhould  not 
receive ;  but  while  we  fliewed  con¬ 
fidence  in  our  refources,  he  did 
,not  fear  that  the  meafures  which 
,were  in  train,  might  prove  effec¬ 
tual, 

Mr.  Fox  remarked,  that  whe¬ 
ther  the  feafon  for  negotiation  was 
advantageous  or  not,  when  com¬ 
pared  with  thofe  which  had  occur¬ 
red  in  pail;  periods,  it  was  certainly 
fo,  when  compared  with  any  which 
might  be  expected  in  future^  how¬ 
ever  numerous  our  vi&ories,  or  un¬ 
precedented  opr  fuccefs.  In  jus¬ 
tification- of  the  meafures  which  he 
had  formerly  propofed,  he  would 
afk  whether  we  were  in  a  fituation 
now  in  which  more  honourable 
terms  of  peace  might  be  fxpedfed 
than  when  the  enemy  were  driven 
out  of  the  Dutch  provinces?  — 
routed  in  every  battle  in  Flan¬ 
ders? —  compelled  to  retreat  with¬ 
in  their  own  territory  ?  —  when 
Valenciennes  was  taken  ?  —  when 
a  confiderable  im  predion  was  made 
upon  them  by  the  emperor  in  the 
north,  and  by  Spain  in  the  fouth  ? 
—  and  when  they  had  not  one  inch 
of  ground  beyond  Old  France?  — 
We  were  then  told  we  were  to  wait 
for  peace  till  the  misfortunes  of. 
the  foe  fhould  lay  him  proflrate  at 
our  feet !  —  On  other  occafions, 
Mr.  Fox  obferved,  that  he  had 
wifhed  for  a  pacific  negotiation 
when  thq  country  was  far  more  ad- 
vantageoufly  fituated  than  at  pre¬ 
sent.  '  He  flrongly  recommended 
our  adoption  qf  the  conduct  held 
out  by  them  in  abjuring  fentiments 
pernicious  to  other  countries,  by 
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declaring  our  departure  from  the 
lyiiem  of  fuch  interference  in  their 
affairs  as  fhould  tend  to.  reftore  the 
ancient  monarchy.  — •  Till  we  had 
done  this,  we  had  not  gone  fo  far 
as  France  towards  a  negotiation.— 
We  were,  he  obferved,  told,'  that 
the  meffage  from  his  majeffy  was 
the  natural  confequence  of  his 
fpeech  at  the  opening  of  the  feffion. 
Six  weeks  might  be  confidered  as 
having  elapfed  fince  the  commu¬ 
nication  to  the  houfe,  that  the 
French  had  a  government  with 
which  we  might  treat  :  but  in 
that  time  nothing  had  been  done 
that  was  worth  the  public  notice. 
This  had  happened,  not  in  the 
middle  of  a  campaign,  but  during 
an  armillice,  when  even  parliament 
was  not  fitting ;  for  the  meffage 
was  communicated  upon  the  eve  of 
a  long  adjournment  when  the  exe¬ 
cutive  government  had  more  op¬ 
portunity  to  expedite  a  treaty.  He 
could  not  but  wifh  to  know 
why  no  fteps  had  been  taken  ? 
If  the  profeiiions  of  the  minifter 
were  true,  hq  could  riot,  he  -laid, 
fee  what  rendered  an  explanation 
of  the  proceedings  of  government 
a  fubjedt  of  fuch  particular  deli¬ 
cacy  in  the  prefent  war.  If  he 
would  allow  that  he  was  engaged 
in  a  clandeftine  negotiation,  of  the 
•benefits  of  which  he  would  deprive 
the  allies,  and  of  which  he  would 
confequently  keep  them  ignorant, 
then  fome  motive  for  his  conduct 
might  be  conceived:  but,  if  he  was 
really  adfing  in  concert  with  them, 
where  would  be  the  harm,  though 
he  v/ere  to  lay  all  the  papers  that 
paffed  upon  the  fubjeft  before  the 
houfe?  Mr:  Fox  remarked,  that,  laffc 
year,  when  the  loan  was  granted  to 
the  emperor,  it  was  objected  that  we 
did  not  bind  him  to  perfevere  in  the 
profeeution  oft  he  war  longer  than  he 
FI  thought 
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thought  fit;  and  the  anfwer  was, 
that  if  he  was  bound  to  profecute 
the  war,  we  rnuft  come  ourfelves 
under  the  fame  reftriCtion.  We 
were  now  told  we  could  not  make 
peace  without  our  allies.  The  ma- 
nifeftation  of  a  fin  cere  defire  to 
make  peace  would,  he  contended, 
be  highly  popular  in  this  country, 
and  grateful  to  all  Europe:  and 
could  it  be  thought  that  we  fliould 
make  worfe  terms  of  peace  with 
France  becaufe  they  know  our  de¬ 
fire  to  be  fincere?  Was  it  not,  on 
the  contrary,  to  be  feared,  that  the 
mutual  alienation  of  affection,  pnd 
the  mutual  diftruft  which  has  fub- 
fifted  between  the  two  countries, 
'would  create  more  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  negotiation,  than  even  the 
terms  that  might  be  propofed.  In 
former  wars,  the  obftruCtions  to 
pacification  had  uniformly  ari fen 
more  from  the  temper  of  the  ad- 
verfe  countries  than  the  fpecific 
terms  brought  upon  the  tapis.  This 
was  obvioufly  the  cafe  in  the  glo¬ 
rious  war  of  the  fucceilion.  Such 
had  been  the  afperity  difplayed  on 
bothfidesin  the  prefent  conteft,that 
the  temper  of  governments  would 
occafion  a  difficulty  no  lefs  formi¬ 
dable  than  any  which  might  arife 
in  the  difeuffion  of  terms  ;  and  this 
difficulty,  Mr.  Fox  thought,  would 
not  be  removed  by  fome  parts  of 
the  minifter’s  fpeech.  It  might 
be  faid  that  the  conduct  of  the  di¬ 
redory  was  fimrlar  to  our  own; 
but  this  conduCt  did  not  juftify 
ours.  The  affertion,  that  the  mo¬ 
tion  would  fo  cramp  and  humiliate 
government  as  to  render  an  honour¬ 
able  negotiation  impoffible,  had 
been  fo  often  made  that  it  had  loft 
its  force.  When  it  was  propof¬ 
ed  to  declare  the  government  of 
.France  in  a  negotiable  fituation, 
the  propofition  was  fcornfully  re¬ 


jected  ;  and  now  this  very  declare* 
tion  was  made  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  a  negotiation.  As  to  the 
royal  prerogative  of  making  peace 
when  and  how  his  majefty  pleafes, 
none  could  doubt  it ;  but  none,  oil 
the  other  hand,  Could  doubt;  the 
prerogative  of  the  commons  of 
England  to  advife  his  majefty  both 
on  the  time  and  the  terms  of  paci¬ 
fication.  It  was  faid  by  lord  North, 
in  the  American  war,  that  it  was 
the  height  of  indiferetion  in  the 
parliament  to  interfere  with  the 
prerogative  of  the  king  in  making 
peace.  This  argument  was  wifely 
rejected;  and  by  the  declaration 
of  parliament,  the  hon.  gentleman 
and  his  affociates  were  enabled  at 
that  time  to  conclude  a  peace. 
There  were,  he  obferved,  certain 
bugbears  which  had  ever  been 
held  out  by  minifters  to  pari' ament, 
and  which  had  been  difpofed  of 
according  to  its  good  fenfe  at  the 
time.  Fortunately  for  the  people, 
their  conftituents  had  not  always 
paid  that  attention  to  them  Which 
on  fuperficial  obfervation  they  feem 
to  claim.  However  wild  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  directory  of  France 
might  be  concerning  peace,  thefe 
fentiments  ought  not  to  deter  trs 
from  offering  terms.  Let  us  meet 
their  demands  with  reafonable  over¬ 
tures,  which  would  have  a  greater 
effeCt  than  the  moft  ftrenuous  re¬ 
finance,  in  relaxing  their  exertions. 
He  knew,  he  faid,  reafon  had  lit¬ 
tle  effeCt  in  the  government  of 
mankind,  and  that  juftice  and  mo¬ 
deration  often  yielded  to  power 
and  lawlefs  might.  Poland  was 
one  example  of  this ;  but  there 
were  examples  of  a  contrary  na¬ 
ture.  —  One  of  thefe  was,  when  a 
war  was  meditated  againft  Ruflia, 
by  England,  at  fea,  and  Pruflia  by 
land,  which  was  entirely  fubdued 
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by  reafon  arid  moderation.  44  Let 
Ins,  Mr.  Fox  fa  id,  manifeft  to  the 
World  a  fpirit  of  moderation,  and 
this  night  addrefs  his  majefty  to 
comifrence  a  negotiation  with  the 
republic  of  France.  I  fay,  republic % 
for  there  is  more  in  names  than  we 
caii  imagined’  He  noticed  the 
great  care  with  which  minifters 
ufed  the  term  French  rulers,  per- 
fons  exercifing  the  government  of 
France,  &c.  and  that  they  had  fent 
an  ambaftador  to  the  court  of  Louis 
XVIIIth.  Could  they  imagine,  after 
fuch  infults,  they  Ihould  be  treated 
with,  without  a  previous  acknow¬ 
ledgement  ?  He  argued,  that  the 
motion  was  calculated  to  ferve  mi¬ 
nifters  in  forming  a  negotiation. 
With  refpeft  to  the  relative  fitua- 
tion  of  Great  Britain,  Mr.  Fox 
did  not  wifti  to  fpeak.  He  was  lit¬ 
tle  inclined  to  defpondence :  but  if 
any  thing  could  make  him  defpond, 
it  would  be  that  fpecies  of  reafon- 
ing,  when,  after  being  told  of  the 
increafed  national  debt,  the  taxes, 
&c.  he  was  defired  to  look  at  the 
ruined  finances  of  France  for  com¬ 
fort,  which  were  quickly  hurrying 
that  power  to  the  precipice  of  de- 
flrudtion  ;  fo  that  in  proportion  as 
the  enemy  retreated  from  the  com¬ 
mon  abyfs  which  would  fwallow 
both  up,  we  were  encouraged  to 
be  under  no  apprehenfions  for  our 
own  fafety.  The  French  might  be 
in  more  diftrefs  than  the  people  of 
this  country  :  but  it  appeared  to 
him  poor  comfort  to  the  afflicted, 
to  hear  that  their  enemies  would 
fail  before  them.  Were  we  to  fuc- 
Ceed  in  the  moft  romantic  hopes 
of  eftablilhing  a  government  in 
France,  it  would  not  indemnify  us 
for  the  evils  of  war  which  we  had 
experienced  already,  and  which, 
if  peace  was  at  that  hour  to  be 
made,  we  muft  feel,  day  after 
day,  year  after  year,  nay,  age  af¬ 
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ter  age.  Allowing,  however,  all 
that  could  be  urged,  could  any  man 
be  bold  enough  not  to  wifti  peace 
becaufe  the  finances  of  France  were 
more  deranged  than  our  own? 
Rather  than  continue  the  war  for 
another  campaign,  independent  of 
moral  reafons,  he  would  not  give 
up  honour,  dignity,  or  liberty,  but 
he  would  give  up  every  queftiou 
of  etiquette,  of  ambition,  or  na¬ 
tional  vanity.  He  wiflied  not,  he 
faid,  for  a  difhonourable  peace, 
or  a  peace  on  any  other  terms  than 
fuch  as  were  worthy  the  charac¬ 
ter  and  fituation  of  the  country  ; 
but  fuch  he  entirely  thought  might 
he  obtained.  On  the  divifion  of 
the  houfe,  there  appeared  for  the 
motion  50,  againft  it  189. 

In  a  few  days  after  the  above  difi- 
cuftion,  viz.  on  the  26th  of  Febru- 
ary,  general  MdLeod  addrefted  the 
houfe  of  commons  refpe&ing  a  let¬ 
ter  which  had  appeared  in  a  morn¬ 
ing  paper,  Hating  that  there  had 
been  an  importation  from  Cuba  to 
Jamaica  of  100  blood-hounds,  at¬ 
tended  by  20  Spanifh  chafleurs,  for 
the  purpofe  of  hunting  the  Maroon 
rebels ;  and  that  they  had  proceeded 
into  the  woods,  where,  it  was  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  inhabitants,  they  would 
produce  the  defired  efFerib  The  cir- 
cumftance,  he  obferved,  muft  re¬ 
call  to  the  remembrance  of  the 
houfe  the  atrocities  formerly  com¬ 
mitted  by  the  Spaniards  in  the 
ifiand  of  Cuba,  where  they  hunt¬ 
ed  down  the  original  proprietors  of 
the  land,  He  fincerely  hoped  the 
government  of  Jamaica  had  not 
lent  to  Cuba  for  thafe  means  of  ex¬ 
terminating  the  Maroons,  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  a  part  of  the  foil ;  but 
thought,  for  the  credit  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  that  parliament  was  interefted 
in  difeovering  the  truth  of  the  nar¬ 
ration. 

Mr.  Fltt  faid  that  nothing  could 
H  2  be 
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be  more  foreign  from  the  ideas  of 
Inin  liters,  than  carrying  on  war  in 
fuch  a  mode.  Mr.  Yorke,  how¬ 
ever,  obferved  that  the  life  of  blood¬ 
hounds,  in  difeovering  the  haunts 
of  murderers,  &c.  was  nothing 
new;  and  that  the  Maroons  mafla- 
cred,  without  mercy,  every  enemy 
that  fell  in  their  way.  It  was  there¬ 
fore  very  po Bible  they  had  been  in¬ 
troduced  for  the  pur'pofe  of  facili¬ 
tating  the  detection  of  thefe  mif- 
creants-,  who,  from  their  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  country,  could  eafily 
conceal  themfelves  from  common 
purfuit. 

On  the  2 1  ft  of  March,  general 
M‘Leod  brought  forward  a  mo¬ 
tion  on  this  fubjedf.  He  produced 
an  original  letter  Bating  the  tranf- 
adfion  *,  and  obferved  that  the  firft 
queftion  that  prefented  itfelf  upon 
it  was,  who  were  the  Maroons  ? 
the  refult  of  which  was,  that  they 
were  men,  freemen,  and  the  de- 
feendants  of  freemen.  The  fecond 
was,  what  were  thefe  blood-hounds? 
the  refult  of  which  would  be,  that 
they  were  dogs  which  the  Spaniards 
had  found  of  great  ufe  upCn  their 
difeovery  of  Mexico,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  extermination.  But  could 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain 
wink  at  enormities  like  thefe  ?  It  had 


been,  the  general  laid,  ufual  in  Cubt$ 
for  the  Spaniards  to  feed  the  dogs 
with  human  deft),  to  make  them 
unnaturally  ferocious.  It  had  been 
common  among  them  to  *  fplit  a 
child  in  two,  or  cut  up  an  Jndian 
in  quarters,  to  feaft  their  dogs. 
Would  the  houfe  of  commons  lit: 
carelefs,  while  couple  of  blood¬ 
hounds  were  imported  from  Cuba, 
and  20  chafteurs,  to  purfue  the 
fame  bloody  and  inhuman  fport  ? 
And  who  were  the  fportf  men  ? 
Britifh  fubjedls,  Britifh  foldiers,  and 
Britifh  officers  1  There  was,  at  the 
fame  time,  no  account  of  our  war 
with  the  Maroons.  We  knew  not 
what  provocation  they  had  given. 
But  allowing  the  war  was  in  de¬ 
fence  of  our  rights,  yet  we  had  no 
right  to  refort  to  unjuftifiablV means 
in  its  profecution.  We  had  no 
right  to  purfue  them  with  blood¬ 
hounds  into  their  inmoft  recedes  ; 
and  he  had  authority  to  ftate,  that 
it  was  not  merely  in  their  fallying 
forth  and  incurfions  we  ufed’  fuch 
refiftan’ce.  After  urging  every  ar¬ 
gument  again  ft  this  infamous  prac¬ 
tice,  drawn  both  from  the  laws  of 
war  and  the  principles  of  morality, 
he  adverted  to  the  dreadful  proba¬ 
bility  of  retaliation.  It  was  not, 
he  mid,  his  intention  to  move  for 


*  “  Strange  might  the  idea  appear,  but’tis  a  fact,  we  have  imported  from  Cuba  one  hun¬ 
dred  blood-hounds,  attended  by  twenty  &paniih  chadeurs;  and  they  lad  Friday  proceeded 
into  the  \yoods  to  hunf  and  d.efiroy  the  enemy.  It  is  the  opinion  of  people  in  general, 
they  will  have  the  defired  effect.  Query,  What  effect  will  it  have  on  Mr.  Wilberforce  ? 
I  fuppol'e  he  {brinks  at  the  idea  of  hunting  human  flefh  and  blood,  as  he  is.pleafed  to 
ityle  them,  with  blood-hounds.  We  all  with  him  prefent.  We  had  fevere  duty  during 
Chriflmas  holidays,  in  keeping  gtiard  in  and  about  this  town,  that  being  the  critical 
jundure  to  obfcfve  the  difpdfitions  of  the  Haves  ;  but  I  am  happy  to  fay,  they  are  uni- 
yerfally  well  affeded,  and  I  never  faw  a  quieter  Chriftmas ;  there  is  very  little  to  be 
dreaded  from  them.  One-half  Kingllon  is  in  Trelawny  ;  have  been  there  thefe  three 
months  myfelf;  have  been  in  one  expedition  againfl  the  Maroons,  in  Charleftown :  they 
Immediately  laydown  their  arms.  In  addition  to  a  number  of  fine  fellpws  that  have 
loft  their  lives,  it  has  coft  the  country  above  half  a  million  lince  the  commencement  of 
this  unfortunate  war.  You  would  fcarcely  credit  that  500  of  thefe  fellows  could  fo  long 
with'fiand  upwards  of  5000  troops,  which  are  the  number  againfl  them;  they  get  into  the. 
interior  parts  of  the  mountains,  and  5Jis  impodible  to  get  at  them.  I  fuppofe  you  are 
ah-noft  tired  of  reading;  if  not,  I  am  almoft  tired  of  writing;  fo  will  conclude'  this  fub- 
;ffed  by  w idling  a  fpeedy  extirpation- to  them/’ 
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any  cenfure  oh  any  commander  or 
officer,  but  merely  for  official  pa¬ 
pers.  The  general  concluded  by 
moving  for  an  addrefs  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  praying  that  he  would  give 
dire&ions  for  laying  before  the 
houfe  whatever  has, been  received 
reflecting  the  mode  of  carrying  on 
war  againft  the  Maroons. 

The  motion  was  oppofed  by  Mr. 
D undas,  who  ftated  that  no  infor¬ 
mation  had  reached  minifters  that 
thefe  dogs  were  nfed  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  carrying  on  the  war  He 
had  never  heard  that  the  Maroon 
\yar  had  originated  with  us;  he  had, 
indeed,  heard  they  were  in  a  Hate 
of  infurrection  again  ft  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  people  of  Jamaica  with¬ 
out  the  fmalleft  provocation.  In 
the  war,  the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica 
fuffered  dreadfully  from  theMaroons, 
who,  living  in  almoft  inacceilible 
places  on  the  heights,  defcended  in 
the  dead  of  night,  and  after  having 
malfacred  whole  multitudes,  retired 
where  the  whole  force  of  the  ifl.and 
had  been  found  inadequate  to  dif- 
lodge  them,  in  this  fituation  the 
planters  were  obliged  to  be  conti¬ 
nually  under  arms ;  and  finding 
many  of  their  troops  deftroyed  by 
efforts  to  fuppre-fs  them,  though 
their  numbers  did  not  exceed  400 
men,  it  was  natural  to  adopt  fuch 
practical  means  as  appeared  moft 
likely  to  crufn  the  infurrection. 
The  ufe  made  of  thefe  blood¬ 
hounds  in  Cuba  was,  he'faid,  merely 
to  prevent  negroes  from  running 
away,  or  to  difcover  the  way  they 
had  taken.  The  grounds  for  tire 
motion  were,  he  contended,  too 
imperfect  to  induce  the  houfe  to 
acquiefce  in  the  propofition.  How 
far  it  could  refolve  on  the  propriety 
orimpropriety  of  the  meafure  which 
had  been  reforted  to,  was  another 
queftion.  If  the  complaint  was 
true,  the  neceffary  meafures  would 
certainly  be  taken  to  remove  the 
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evil ;  and  from  the  mere  rumour 
which  had  been  received,  minifters 
had  fent  off  difpatches  expreliing 
their  difapprobation  of  the  mea¬ 
fure,  if  any  fuch  had  occurred. 

The  character  of  the  governor 
of  Jamaica  (lord  JBalcarras)  was 
vindicated  by  Mr.  Barham,  ,  who 
ftated  the  Maroon  war  to  have  ori¬ 
ginated  from  the  mild  puniftimeiit 
inflicted  upon  one  of  thefe  people, 
for  a  crime  which,  in  this  country, 
would  have  been  punifhed  with 
death.  Mr.  M.  Robin fo.n  thought 
the  letter  infufficient  ground  for  the 
motion,  had  not  the  defence  of  Mr. 
Dundas  admitted  the  fiffl  of  blood¬ 
hounds  being  employed  in  the  war. 
The  frnall  number  of  Maroons,  he 
obferved,  was  an  additional  reafon 
againft  the  introduction  of  a  means 
of  war  abhorrent  to  human  na¬ 
ture. 

Mr.  Sheridan  expatiated  upon 
the  horrors  of  this  addition  to 
the  neceffary  calamities  of  war. 
He  profcfted  himfelf  forry  to, hear 
that  the  Maroon  war  was  a  war 
of  extermination  ;  which  he  un- 
derftood  was  the  cafe,  as  it  was 
ftated  that  Jamaica  could  not  be 
fa fe  till  the  Maroons  were  deftroy¬ 
ed.  Was  it  not  ftrange,  that  the 
whole  force  of  the  ifland  was  in¬ 
adequate  to  tnis  lend,  without  the 
introduction  of  fuch  abominable 
means  ?  They  had  been  driven  to 
arms  by  opprefiion,  the  breach  of 
treaty,  and  in  vindication  of  their 
rights.  One  gentleman  ;Mr.  Bar¬ 
ham)  had  afferted  that' they  were 
noftto  be  treated  as  Maroons,  but  :s 
rebels.  Was,  then,  the  reftftance 
of  an  independent  nation,  with 
whom  this  country  had  firmed  a  fo- 
lemn  treaty  which  it  afterwards  vio  . 
lated,  to  be  confidered  as  a,  ftate  of 
rebellion?  The  tendency  of  fuch 
meafures  was  to  drive  them,  by 
cruelty,  to  nourith  fuch  a  reflection 
of  their  wrongs,  as  would  render 
H  3  them 
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them  in  future  incapable  of  pre- 
ferving  amity  towards  this  country. 
Would  it  be  laid  that  the  Maroons, 
when  in  habits  of  intercourfe  with 
the  planters,  were  either  ufelefs  or 
antraCfable  ?  The  flight  punish¬ 
ment  alluded  to,  had  been  that 
of  publicly  whipping  through  the 
town  a  poor  Maroon,  charged 
with  Stealing  a  pig.  Such  was  the 
pride  of  this  independent  people, 
they  preferred  death  to  an  ignomi¬ 
nious  punifhment.  Nor  had  ive  a 
right  to  try  him ,  u  as,  by  an  exprefs 
Jiipulation  in  the  treaty  with  this 
people,  they  were  to  be  tried  by  a 
tribunal  of  their  own,”  Complaints 
were  made  by  the  Maroon  chiefs  of 
this  violation  :  we  refufed  redrefs  ; 
and  thus,  he  laid,  the  war  had 
originated. 

Mr.  Courtenay  obferved  that  this 
meafure  appeared  to  have  been  de¬ 
fended,  though  indirectly.  One 
gentlemen  had  hoped  no  improper 
life  would  be  made  of  the  blood- 
hounds.  What  proper  life  could 
they  be  of  again  ft  men  ?  Would 
they  be  inftruCted  not  to  hurt  the 
men  when  they  caught  them  ? 
Fox-hounds,  when  fet  on,  would 
tear  a  man  to  pieces.  As  a  poor 
woman,  with  her  child  in  her  arms, 
had  flood  upon  the  beach  in  Ja¬ 
maica,  fome  of  the  blood-hounds 
had  fattened  upon  her,  and  could 
not  be  taken  away  till  they  were 
pierced  with  a  bayonet.  Such 
were  the  animals  of  which  it  was 
hoped  no  improper  life  would  be 
made  !  In  corttideration  of  the  af- 
furance  given  by  Mr,  Dundas,  ge¬ 
neral  MdLeod,  after  afterting  that 
he  would  never  abandon  this  fub- 
jeCt  till  he  was  fatisfied  that  govern¬ 
ment  had  really  difpatched  orders 
for  terminating  a  practice  fo  inju¬ 
rious  to  the  Britifli  name,  confented 
to  withdraw  his  motion.  In  the 
courfe  of  debate,  the  character  of  the 


governor  of  Jamaica  received  from 
all  parties  great  encomiums. 

On  tiie  13th  of  April,  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan  moved  for  feveral  papers  re¬ 
lative  to  the  Weft  India  expedition, 
the  production  of  which  was  ob¬ 
jected  to  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer.  The  debate  was  re- 
fumed  April  21ft,  when  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan  obferved,  that  no  reafon  had 
been  offered  for  their  non- produc¬ 
tion.  This,  he  contended,  was 
part  of  the  plan  of  minifters;  it 
Miscalculated  to  conceal  their  blun¬ 
ders,  and  to  hide  their  incapacity,  and 
was  a  pradtice  unknown  to  former 
parliaments— -a  practice  which  mutt 
effectually  preclude  any  inquiry 
into  the  conduCt  of  adminiftration. 
The  minifter  had,  he  obferved,  laftt 
year  regretted  the  latenefs  of  the 
feafon,  which  prevented  him  from 
entering  into  the  merits  of  the  war 
in  the  Weft  Indies;  and  had  de¬ 
clared  his  conviction,  that  it  would 
redound  to  the  credit  of  minifters. 
How  was  it  th6n,  that  the  motion 
was  now  oppofed  ?  No  man  in  that 
houfe,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  would, 
he  was  certain,  aftert  that  no  blame 
was  imputable  to  thofe  who  had 
the  conduCt  of  the  war,  or  of  the 
Weft  India  expedition.  After  the 
conquefls  of  firC.  Grey,  what  had 
been  the  treatment  he  received? 
From  the  hour  of  his  departure  to 
his  return,  not  one  detachment,  he 
believed  not  a  tingle  man,  had  been 
fent  him.  If,  by  this  negleCt,  we 
had  loft  the  greateft  part  of  our 
conquefts ;  if,  by  the  delay  ofequip- 
ments  in  1794,  men  had  been  kept 
in  floating  peft-houfes  till  they  pe- 
rifhed  with  difeafe,  was  it,  or  was 
it  not,  a  ground  for  inquiry?  But 
how  was  this  to  be  obtained  with¬ 
out  documents  ?  He  would,  he  faid, 
undertake  to  prove  that  much  blame 
was  imputable  to  minifters  in  the 
expedition  under  admiral  Chriftian, 
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and,  if  the  houfe  would  go  into  the 
inquiry,  that  all  our  failures  and  dis¬ 
graces  were  attributable  to  the  fame 
caufe.  After  hr  John  Jervis  left 
the  Weft  Indies,  he  had  intelli¬ 
gence  that  Several  of  the  officers  had 
behaved  in  fuch  a.  way  as  demanded 
an  inquiry  into  their  conduct, 
None  had,  however,  been  inftitut- 
ed  ;  for  minifters  feared  recrimina¬ 
tion.  In  the  cafe  of  admiral  Corn¬ 
wallis,  they  had  not,  however,  been 
fo  tender;  by  the  curious  fentence 
of  the  court  by  which  he  was  tried, 
he  was  right  and  wrong  ;  blame 
was  imputable  to  him,  but  no  cen- 
fure  merited.  After  inftancing  Se¬ 
veral  proofs  of  mifcondudt,  Mr. 
Sheridan  moved  for  a  return  of  the 
men  loft  by  fatigue  and  difeafe  in 
the  Weft  India  expedition.  This, 
he  faid,  would  convince  the  houfe 
how  much  the  drain  from  the  three 
kingdoms  muft  injure  population, 
and  weaken  the  country.  The 
troops  fent  out  were  fo  dread¬ 
fully  negle&ed,  as  to  be  deftitute 
even  of  fhoes  und  (lockings ;  and 
in  this  fituadon,  with  bleeding  feet, 
had  to  encounter  the  burning  lands. 
He  next  moved  for  an  account  of 
the  number  of  men  withdrawn 
from  the  Weft  India  expedition, 
for  that  of  Quiberon.  -  Another  for 
the  correfpondence  of  the  Weft  In¬ 
dia  expedition  with  minifters  rela¬ 
tive  to  n.eceffary  reinforcements. — 
An  account  of  the  reinforcements 
which  had  arrived  in  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies  of  the  number  fent  to  St. 
Domingo,  and  what  for- — and  of 
the  number  of  men  and  ftaff  officers 
employed  under  the  earl  of  Moira 
in  1794  and  1795.  The  object  of 
this  was,  he  faid,  to  inquire  why 
this  armament  was  not  fent  to  the 
relief  of  the  illands.  Why  was 
Such  an  armament  kept  idle  and  un¬ 
employed,  the  ridicule  and  con¬ 
tempt  of  the  country  ?  To  its 
leader  no  iplame  could  attach.  He, 
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Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  was,  he  under- 
ftood,  ready  to  prove  at  the  bar  of 
the  houfe  that  the  difgrace  of  the 
expedition  was  alone  attributable  to 
the  imbecility  of  minifters.  His 

j 

next  motion  would,  he  faid,  be  for 
*  an  account  of  the  number  of  mem 
and  officers  loft  ft  nee  the  return  of 
fir  C.  Grey,  Specifying  the  lefts  of 
each  regiment,  and  an  account  of 
all  the  (lores  and  the  number  of 
Ships  employed.  While  gaudy,  ex¬ 
pend  ve,  and  inactive  camps  were 
di fpiayed  at  home,  the  troops  in  the 
Wefb Indies  had  been  cruelly  neg¬ 
lected,  and  had  been  laved  only 
by  the  difteafes  amongft  the  troops 
of  the  enemy.  Of  our  troops,  the 
29th  regiment  had,  he  faid,  loft 
400:  and  in  June,  the  hoftpitals 
of  Martinique  were  crouded  by 
Britifti  officers  and  Soldiers,  who 
were  in  want  not  only  of  medicine, 
but  even  of  bandages  for  their 

O' 

wounds.  It  was,  he  faid,  a  well- 
known  fa£t,  that  90  or  1 00  men, 
who  had  been  put  into  a  tranfoort 
to  be  brought  home,  had,  upon 
forae  difpute  about  freighting,  been 
relanded  upon  the  beach,  covered 
with  wounds,  and  many  without 
limbs,  where  they  were  left  for  a 
night  to  the  mercy  of  the  elements; 
and  only  feven  or  eight  Survived. 
When  fuch  grounds  for  inquiry 
exifted,  how  could  it  be  refufed  bvT 
the  houfe  ?  His  next  motion  fthould, 
he  faid,  be  for  accounts  of  the 
number  who  had  died  in  the  ports 
of  Plymouth,  Southampton,  and 
Portsmouth ;  and  for  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  from  the  mayor  of  Portsmouth, 
colonel  Lennox,  and  other  officers. 
This  would  inform  the  houfe,  that 
troops  in  thofe  places  had  daily  ex¬ 
pired  through  fatigue.  When,  on 
a  former  night,  he  had  urged  the 
{hocking  neglect  of  leaving  troops 
flowed  in  (hips  for  feven  months, 
a  prey  to  difeafe  and  death,  many- 
dead  bodies  thrown  overboard,  and 
H  4  others 
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others  carried  through  the  ftreets 
without  coffins,  the  minifter  had 
held  his  information  cheap,  and 
prefumed  to  deny  the  faff.  It  had, 
however,  been  authenticated  by  fe¬ 
deral  officers  on  board;  and  the 
mayor  of  Plymouth  had  frequently 
remonftrated  with  government  on 
this  account.  Mr.  Sheridan’s  next 
motion  was  for  the  production  of 
extraCfs  of  letters  from  general  A- 
hercrombie  and  admiral  Chriflian, 
with  an  account  of  the  tranfport 
board,  and  the  number  of  fhips 
foundered  or  miffing.  To  this  he 
added  a  motion  for  a  copy  of  his 
majefty’s  proclamation,  tranfmitted 
to  fir  Adam  Wiiliamfon,  which 
threw  light  upon  the  with-holding 
of  reinforcements  from  the  Welt  In¬ 
dies,  as  it  dated  that  his  majefty  dif- 
dained  ufing  force,  exprefied  his 
feelings  for  the  diftreffies  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  wifhed  to  be -confidered 
not  as  a  conqueror,  but  as  an  e- 
mancipator,  when  he  pleafed  to 
eftabliih  martial  law  in  the  ifiand. 
If  the  papers  for  which  he  moved 
were  produced,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid, 
he  would  prove  to  the  horde  a  molt 
iolemn  charge  of  mifconduCt  on 
the  part  of  minilters,  who,  if  they 
felt  bold  on  the  occafion,  ought  to 
exult  in  the  opportunity  presented 
for  vindicating  their  characters. 

Mr.  Dundas  remarked  the  lineu- 
lar  predicament  in  which  minifters 
were  placed,  by  motions  for  a  va¬ 
riety  of  papers,  which,  from  their 
public  duty,  they  could  not  indis¬ 
criminately  lay  before  the  public  ; 
yet  were  they  to  be  charged  with  a 
wiffi  to  check  difcuffion  by  their 
non -production.  He  contradicted 
having,  in  a  former  feffion,  pledged 
himfelf  to  a  general  inquiry;  but 
whatever  were  the  fneers  he  mi  Hit 
meet  with,  he  could  allure  the  houle, 
that  a  day  fhould  come  when  the 
Weft  India  bufinefs,  with  his  ma- 


jelly’s  permiffion,  fhould  be  fully 
inveftigafed,  when  it  could  be  done 
with  public  fafety.  He  pointedly 
cenfured  Mr.  Sheridan  for  having 
fo  long  delayed  his  motions,  when, 
on  the  firft  day  of  the  feffions,  he 
had  talked  in  a  lofty  ftyle  of  the 
grofs  mifmanagement  of  the  war  in 
the  Welt  Indies,  and  yet  had  not  till 
that  time  thought  of  moving  for 
papers  on  which  to  proceed.  Four 
regiments  from  Cork,  under  gene¬ 
ral  White,  had,  he  dated,  arrived 
in  the  Welt  Indies  previous  to  the 
departure  of  lir  C.  Grey.  Nor 
could  lir  Charles  think  thofe  iflands 
defencelefs,  lince  he  had  difpatch- 
ed  thefe  regiments  to  St.  Domingo. 
He  wifhed  for  time  to  conlider  the 
motions,  that  minifters  might  judge 
what  they  could,  and  what  they 
could  not,  aflent  to;  for  which  they 
would,  at  a  future  time,  affign  their 
reafons.  This  propofal  was  ac¬ 
ceded  to  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  who  ex¬ 
plained,  that  the  delay  which  had 
taken  place  in  this  bufinefs  arofe 
from  his  expectation  that  the  whole 
conduCt  of  minifters  would  have 
been  fubjeCted  to  inquiry,  and  from 
the  force  failing  under  admiral 
Chriftian,  when  it  might  have  been 
objected  that  it  was  improper  to 
call  for  papers  which  might  difclofe 
what  it  was  right  to  conceal.  Still, 
he  obferved,  no  attempt  had  been 
made  to  Ihew  that  the  communica¬ 
tions  he  called  for  were  inconfiftent 
with  public  fafety.  If,  he  faid,  fir 
C.  Grey  had  fent  off  fo  large  a  re¬ 
inforcement  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
ifiand  without  the  inftrudions  of 
minifters,  or  the  expedition  of  a 
larger  reinforcement,  a  heavy  re- 
fponfibility  attached  to  him/  To 
account  for  this,  he  fhould  think  it 
necefiary  to  move,  “  that  fir  C. 
Grey  be  direded  to  attend  at  the 
bar  of  the  houfe.” 

Mr.  Dundas  explained,  that  he 
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did  not  fay  fir  C.  Grey  might  not 
expeCt  other  reinforcements,  or  that 
he  thought  the  Weft  Indies  would 
be  fafe  without  them  after  he  came 
away.  The  former  ftatement  of  Mr. 
Dundas  was,  however,  conftdered 
by  Mr.  Fox  as  having  been  intend¬ 
ed  to  convey  the  idea  which  had 
been  adopted  -  he  thought  inquiry 
additionally  neceffary  for  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  fir  C.  Grey.  An  altercation 
arofe  upon  this  occafion,  in  which 
Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Fran¬ 
cis,  and  general  Tarleton,  vindi¬ 
cated  the  conduCt  of  fir  C.  Grey, 
which  they  thought  arraigned  by 
what  Fad  fallen  from 'Mr.  Dundas, 
who,  with  Mr.  Pitt,  paid  the  h  gheft 
compliments  to  that  gallant  com¬ 
mander.  Mr.  Grey,  who  had  been 
abfent  during  the  debate,  declared 
it  the  earneft  with  of  the  honour¬ 
able  perfon  alluded  to,  to  have  every 
inquiry  inftituted  which  could  re- 
fpeCt  any  tranfaCtion  in  which  he 
was  concerned,  as  far  as  was  con¬ 
fident  with  the  public  intereft,  and 
begged  that  no  inference  might  be 
drawn  from  any  fuppofed  opinion 
of  that  perfon  which  was  not  war¬ 
ranted  by  papers  explaining  the  prin¬ 
ciples  upon  which  he  had  ac°ced. 

The  debate,  which  had  been  ad¬ 
journed,  re-commenced  April  28th, 
when,  after  the  firft  motion  had 
been  read,  Mr.  Dundas  entered  into 
a  very  extended  defence  of  the  con¬ 
duct  of  minifters,  Of  the  fmall 
force  we  bad  in  1793  (the  confe- 
quence  of  our  reduced  peace  efta- 
blifhment)  and  which  did  not  quite 
amount  to  17,000  men,  four  regi¬ 
ments  were  difpatched  to  the  Weft 
Indies  ;  and  from  the  firft  appear¬ 
ance  of  hoftilities,  fuch  orders  were 
given  as  enabled  us  to  re-capture 
almoft  the  whole  of  our  pofleffions 
In  that  quarter.  Tobago,  St  Pierre, 
and  Miquelon,  were  foon  re-taken  ; 
axidj  indeed,  the  whole  of  the  Weft 


Indies,  fo  far  from  being  negleCIed, 
firft  obtained  the  protection  of  go¬ 
vernment.  In  the  fumm-er  of  1 793, 
it  was  propofed  that  fir'  C.  Grey 
and  fir  J.  Jervis  fhould  embark  with 
lojooo  men  ;  that  force  was,  how¬ 
ever,  di mi nifhed  to  6000 ;  but,  joined 
to  the  force  already  there,  compofed 
1 1,000  effective  men  With  this  di¬ 
minution  of  force,  it  was  impoffible, 
he  obferved,  to  effeCt  all  that  might 
have  been  otherwife  effected;  but 
the  higheft  praifes  were  due  to  fir  C. 
Grey  for  the  fervices  he  performed. 
On  thereafoning  of  fome  gentlemen, 
he  faid,  it  could  not  be  denied  that 
cenfure  was  to  be  inferred.  If  their 
argument  was  good,  the  conduCt 
of  that  gallant  officer  was  wrong; 
but  Jie  denied  both  thefe  propofi- 
tioris,  and  contended  direftly  the  re¬ 
verie,  that  fir  C.  Grey  was  right,  and 
the  cenfure  of  his  conduit  wrong. 
The  event  of  that  expedition  was  me 
capture  of  Martinique,  St.  Lucie, 
and  Guadaloupe.  Thefe  fir  C.  Grey 
had  no  uneafinefs  about  retaining. 
In  fending  the  four  regiments  to 
St.  Domingo,  he  was  foleiy  govern¬ 
ed  by  his  own  diferetion;  and  it 
was  certainly  a  ferviceable  .  mea- 
fure  ;  but  all  its  confequences  were 
to  be  attributed  to  that  officer,  who, 
by  that  very  ftep,  plainly  evinced 
his  belief  of  the  fecurity  of  the 
iflands.  After  the  expedition  had 
failed,  fir  C.  Grey  received  no  in¬ 
timation  of  any  further  reinforce¬ 
ment  than  of  one  or  two  regiments, 
which,  in  faCt,  had  arrived ;  for 
two  of  the  four  fent  from  Cork 
were  deftined  for  the  Leeward 
Iflands,  the  other  two  for  St.  Do¬ 
mingo;  he  had,  however,  the  power 
of  detaining  the  whole  for  the  Lee¬ 
ward  Ifland  fervice.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  he  had  fent  away  two  regi  ¬ 
ments  deftined  by  government  to 
that  part  of  the  Weft  Indies;  which 
plainly  indicated  his  opinion  of 
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their  fecurity.  At  that  time  fir  C. 
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Grey  meditated  an  attack  on  Cay¬ 
enne,  and  for  that  p-urpofe  detain¬ 
ed  the  35th  regiment;  but  after¬ 
wards,  thinking  his  force  infuffi- 
cient,  fent  it  to  join  the  three  at  St. 
Domingo.  All  that  government 
had  done  to  determine  fir  Charles 
to  this  meafu re,  was  an  intimation, 
that,  if  circumftances  allowed  it, 
it  might  be  expedient  to  fend  the 
four  regiments  to  St.  Domingo ; 
but  even  this  letter  was  not  fent 
from  England  till  J  une,  and  fir  C. 
Grey  had  difpatched  the  regiments 
in  May,  which  proved  him  totally 
■uninfluenced.  With  refpeCt  to 
what  had  been  Rated  of  fir  C. 
Grey’s  demand  for  a  reinforce- 
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ment,  that  demand  was  not  made 
till  long  after,  when  our  attempt  to 
difpoflefs  the  enemy  of  their  fitua- 
tion  in  Guadaloupe  ha<l  been  inef¬ 
fectual.  Sir  Charles’s  letter  bore 
date  July  11th;  that  the  Wed  In¬ 
dies,  therefore,  were  fafe  fo  late  as 
June,  was  deducible  not  only  from 
thefe  fa6ts,  but  from  the  char  adder 
of  fir  C.  Grey,  who  would  not  other- 
wile  have  thought  of  returning 
home.  Previous  to  his  departure 
home,  which  his  health  demanded, 
he  had  vifited  and  infpe&ed  all  the 
iflands,  and  was  as  far  as  St.  Kitt’s 
on  his  return,  when  he  was  inform¬ 
ed  that  the  enemy  had  taken  pofief- 
lion  of  part  of  Guadaloupe.  With 
theutmoft  gallantry  he  had  diverted 
himfeif  of  every  perfonal  consi¬ 
deration,  and  returned  to  a  conteft 
which,  though  unfortunately  un- 
fuccefsful,  was  concerted  with  vi¬ 
gour,  and  carried  into  effeCt  with 
the  utmoft  courage  and  refolution. 
It  was  not  till  after  the  unfortunate 
even  at  Point  au  Pierre  that  any  ap¬ 
plication  had  been  made  for  "rein¬ 
forcements.  In  Auguftand  Septem¬ 
ber  1794,  6000  were  demanded  by 
colonels  Dundas  and  Coote,  1200 


or  2000  of  which  were  immediately 
required.  Two  thoufand  three  hun¬ 
dred  were  difpatched  from  Gibraltar, 
who  reached  the  Weft  Indies  in  No¬ 
vember, and  further  equipments  were 
fet  on  foot  here.  At  this  time  the 
whole  of  the  forces  in  Great  Britain 
amounted  only  to  1  7,474,  including 
thefick;  the  number  of  effedfivemen. 
now  was  fomewhat  under  1 7,000. 
By  the  29th  of  May  he  had  fent  out 
to  the  Leeward  Iflands  and  to  St. 
Domingo  a  force  amounting  to 
15,500  men.  After  this  exertion, 
he  argued  the  little  probability 
there  was  that  every  meafu rc  had 
not  been  taken  to  expedite  their 
failing.  They  were  at  firft  flopped 
by  contrary  winds,  and  were  after¬ 
wards  blocked  up  by  the  Breft  fleet; 
which  neceffarily  delayed  their  fail¬ 
ing  till  February  1795.  Under  all 
the  complicated  claims  to  which 
government  had  to  attend,  he  left 
it  to  the  candour  of  the  houfe,  whe¬ 
ther  the  attention  paid  to  the  Wert 
Indies  defeiwed  the  imputation  of 
negleCh  The  laft  reinforcement 
confiderably  exceeded  the  demand 
of  fir  C.  Grey,  though  it  arrived  too 
late  to  enter  upon  any  confiderable 
plan  of  operation  in  1795,  w'hich, 
combined  with  the  almoft  unpre¬ 
cedented  ficknefs  of  the  ^Irmate, 
occafioned  our  debility,  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  Guadaloupe  knd  St.  Lu¬ 
cia,  and  the  infiirre&ion  in  St, 
Vincent’s  and  Grenada.  Let  it  be 
recolle&ed,  too,  that  this  demand 
for  troops  was  not  wholly  for  the 
defence  of  the  Leeward  Iflands ;  it 
was  with  a  view  to  offenfive  opera¬ 
tions,  including,  further,  the  con- 
queft  of  St.  Domingo.  The  ap¬ 
plication  consequently  did  not  im¬ 
ply  an  infecurity  tantamount  to  the 
force  required.  The  capture  of 
Tobago  was,  he  contended,  to  be 
in  a  great  meafure  attributed  to  the 
eager  wiflies  of  government  to  ex¬ 
tend 
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tend  protection  to  every  part  of  the 
Weft  Indies  that  had  been  connect¬ 
ed  with  us.  As  to  the  late  arma¬ 
ment  under  general  Abercrombie 
and  admiral  Chridian,  the  expedi¬ 
tion  was  to  confld  of  two  diflint: 
bodies,  one  of  15,000,  the  other  of 
12,000  men.  The  celerity  with  which 
this  armament  was  equipped,  was, 
Mr  Dundas  dated,  a  matter  of  ado- 
nidiment.  There  were  at  that 
time  32  old  regiments,  and  47  new, 
making  31,154  men;  but  thefe 
were  fo  irregular  in  their  combina¬ 
tion,  that  a  new  regulation  was 
obliged  to  take  place  in  the  whole 
army,  Not  one  regiment  was  in  a 
proper  date  for  foreign  fervice;  and 
from  1 14  regiments,  by  draught¬ 
ing  and  incorporation,  they  were 
reduced  to  90.  In  the  procefs  of 
the  new  arrangement,  regiments 
were  relieved  by  fencibles  in  Jer- 
fey,  Guernfey,  Ireland,  &c.  the 
corps  to  be  incorporated  brought 
together;  and  after  all,  the  force  was 
to  be  equipped  for  didant  and  ar¬ 
duous  fervice.  The  expedition  re¬ 
quired,  befides,  the  equipment  of  a 
large  fquadron  of  men  of  war,  and 
100,000  tons  of  diipping  for  tranf- 
ports,  when  the  trail fport  board 
had  only  40,000  at  command  ;  pro- 
vifions  were  extremely  dear,  Tea¬ 
men  extremely  fcarce.  To  alle¬ 
viate  the  difficulties,  recourfe  had 
been  had  to  the  Ead  and  Wed  In¬ 
dia  fleets  judarrived;  without  which 
the  plan  could  not  have  been  car¬ 
ried  into  execution.  But  as  time 
was  neceffary  for  unloading  thefe 
Ihips,  a  great  and  unavoidable  de¬ 
lay  enfued.  Amidd  every  diffi¬ 
culty,  he  would,  however,  appeal 
to  the  candour  of  any  unprejudiced 
perfon,  whether  more  zeal  and  ac¬ 
tivity  could  have  been  manifeded. 
The  ordnance  office  had  alfo  been 
palled  upon,  and  had  made  unpar¬ 
alleled  exertions ;  and  when  to  all 
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this  was  added  the  equipment  of 
each  regiment,  the  completion  of 
the  medical  daff,  and  hofpital  fhips, 
fome  idea  might  be  conceived  of 
the  magnitude  of  this  expedition, 
which  not  only  included  the  two 
armies  of  27,000,  but  a  corps  of 
1,000  German  riflemen,  and  ano¬ 
ther  of  foreigners  employed  under 
the  command  of  the  duke  of  York 
on  the  continent,  of  nearly  6,000, 
but  neceffaries  for  the  Wed  Indian 
army  of  Europeans  and  Creoles 
confiding  of  3,000  militia,  and 
6,0  o  blacks.  Every  expedient,  he 
afferted,  had  been  deviled  for  t,he 
comfort  and  accommodation  of  the 
troops  on  board  fhip,  and  for  the 
fuccefs  of  the  expedition ;  in  con¬ 
firmation  of  which,  Mr.  Dundas 
read  fome  letters  from  dr  Ralph  A- 
bercrombie;  and  to  refute  what  had 
in  former  debates  been  dated  re~ 
fpeding  the  inattention  d)ewn  to¬ 
wards  the  accommodation  of  the 
troops  fent  to  the  Wed  Indies  from 
Cork,  he  read  a  letter  from  gene¬ 
ral  Wright.  Of  ail  the  (hips  which 
had  failed  under  admiral  Chridian, 
four  only  were  miffing ;  67  had 
fafely  arrived  at  Barbadoes,  con¬ 
taining  above  7,000  regular  troops, 
artillery,  &c.  and  only  400  were  in 
a  dckly  date.  Of  thofe  who  had 
been  obliged  to  return  to  port,  a  dill 
more  favourable  account  had  been 
received.  The  fads  were,  he  faid, 
fo  different  from  what  they  had 
been  reprefented,  that  he  was  anxi¬ 
ous  to  lay  the  correfpondence  which 
he  had  had  with  the  tranfport 
board  upon  the  fubjed,  before  the 
houfe.  The  lad  charge  of  which 
government  need  be  apprehenfive, 
was,  that  of  negleding  the  Wed 
Indies.  One  expedition  had  been 
fent  there,  while  a  force  was  col- 
leding  againd  the  French  in  the 
Ead  Indies;  another,  while  that 
was  in  agitation,  which  had  fince 
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been  fo  fuccefsful  againft  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  which  we  now 
peddled,  and  he  hoped  ever  fhould, 
and  that  no  man  would  ever  dare 
to  give  it  up .  He  was,  he  faid, 
ready  to  content  to  fome  of  the 
proportions  which  had  been  made, 
and  even  to  bring  forward  others  as 
fupplementary  to  them. 

Mr.  Grey  thought  it  would  have 
been  more  regular  to  have  produced 
t  h  e  d  ocu  m  en  ts  b  e  fo  re  e  n  t  eri  ng!  upon 
fo  wide  a  field  of  diteuffion.  He 
rote,  he  faid,  merely  on  account  of 
the  allufion  which  had  been  made 
to  the  opinions  of  aperfon  whom  it 
was  his  duty  to  refped  and  honour. 
He  w idled,  before  any  argument 
was  founded  upon  the  opinion  of 
that  perfon,  every  document  which 
could  explain  its  nature,  and  the 
circumftances  in  which  it  was  given, 
fhould  be  produced.  The  opinion 
given  by  fir  C.  Grey  refpedting  the 
fafety  of  the  Leeward  i (lands,  he 
was  authorized  by  him  to  fay,  had 
beengiven  in  the  confidence  that  no 
force  could  get  out  of  any  of  the  ports 
of  France  to  the  Weft  Indies  till 
the  promifed  reinforcement  arriv¬ 
ed.  In  exercifmg  the  diferetion 
allowed  him  to  difpatch  the  regi¬ 
ments  to  Jamaica  and  Barbadoes, 
fir  Charles  had  underflood  that  he 
was  complying  with  the  wifhes  of 
adminiftration.  Of  the  reinforce¬ 
ment  demanded,  though  it  was 
required  in  June,  none  had  arrived 
till  November  ;  and  this  he  ftated  at 
the  defire  of  his  honoured  rela¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Sheridan  deprecated  the  idea 
of  reafoning  on  official  papers  not 
regularly  before  the  houfe,  for  the 
authenticity  of  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  (Mr.Dundas)  would 
have  credit,  and  which  he  had  uted 
in  this  way  to  make  that  impreffion 
upon  the  houfe  which  would  refill 
the  died  of  any  future  consideration 


of  the  fubjed'more  regularly  intro¬ 
duced.  The  papers,  he  faid, had  been 
gone  through  before  they  were  on 
the  table  :  the  defence  was  prior  to 
the  accufatiofi ;  and  tf e  exculpatory 
proof  preceded  the  trial.  The  ap¬ 
peal  to  official  papers,  however,  in- 
ftead  of  acquitting  minifters,  con¬ 
vinced  him  that  the  utmoft  crimi¬ 
nality  was  attached  to  them.  Af¬ 
ter  a  fpeech  of  four  hours  and  a 
half,  not  one  thing  had  been  faid 
which  had  ftiaken  the  foundation 
on  which  he  wiftied  to  inftitute  an 
inquiry.  He  heard,  with  alarm  for 
the  future,  that  our  late  peace  eft a- 
blifhment  had  occafioned  our  dif- 
afters  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Mr. 
Sheridan  obterved  that  he  had  ne¬ 
ver  heard  a  commander  more  highly 
complimented  in  words  than  fir  C. 
Grey ;  but  it  was  remarkable  that 
he  was  the  only  commander  who 
had  not,  by  the  advice  of  mini¬ 
fters,  received  fome  fignal  mark 
of  royal  favour.  When  the  troops 
deftined  for  the  Weft  Indies  were 
difpatched  under  lord  Moira,  it 
was  now  faid  the  ftate  of  the  coun¬ 
try  required  the  facrifice,  and  de¬ 
manded  the  preference  of  an  im¬ 
portant  to  a  lefs  important  fervice. 
At  the  time,  however,  that  this  de¬ 
tachment  was  made,  it  was  con¬ 
tended  that  it  would  not  cripple  the 
exertions  in  the  Leeward  Ifiands; 
that  only  one  or  two  regiments  had 
been  promifed  ;  and  that,  beyond 
this,  fir  C.  Grey  could  not  look  for 
any  reinforcements.  Minifters  were 
not,  however,  to  be  acquitted  upon 
this  miferable  quibble;  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  reinforcement  was  not  to  be 
meafured  by  what  fir  C.  Grey  had 
thought  neceffary  inthe  commence¬ 
ment  of  his  career,  but  by  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  maintaining  the  brilliant 
ad  vantages  he  had  obtained.  As  to 
criminating  fir  C.  Grey  by  affirm¬ 
ing  that  the  detach me-nts  to  Ja¬ 
maica 
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ttiatca and  Barbadoes  were  dangerous 
to  the  lafety  of  the  Leeward  Ihands, 
that  bu fin efts  Had  been  well  explain¬ 
ed  ;  but  without  fuch  motives  as  fir 
Charles  had  adted  upon,  his  con- 
dud  would  have  deferved  blame. 
Had  the  attack  on  Guadaloupe  been 
made  by  troops  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
when  the  commander  pronounced 
the  i (lands  in  a  ftate  of  fafety,  fault 
might  have  been  imputed  to  him  ; 
but  if  the  contrary  was  the  cafe, 
the  argument  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
mere  quibble,  and  the  guilt  de¬ 
volved  upon  minifters.  It  the  fail¬ 
ing  of  the  French  fleet  were  ad¬ 
mitted  to  be  an  event  which  could 
not  be  prevented,  yet  the  difafters 
iii  the  Weft  Indies  were  imputable 
to  minifters  in  another  view.  Not 
only  the  reinforcements  did  not  ar¬ 
rive,  but  the  troops  were  deftitute 
of  cloathing,  and  overwhelmed 
with  fatigue.  This  he  could  prove : 
yet  the  inquiry  was  re  lifted.  It 
was  dated  that  in  Auguft  1794 
news  arrived  of  the  difafter  which 
befel  Guadaloupe,  accompanied  by 
a  requifttion  for  6,000  men.  If  an 
inqtiify  was  inftitute'd,  it  would  be 
found  that  this  was  owing  to  a 
want  of  troops,  and  a  want  of  ne- 
ceftariesfor  the  troops  there  already. 
The  demand,  however,  met  mini¬ 
fters  unprepared.  Only  1 7,oco  troops 
were  in  the  kingdom,  of  which 
3,000  were  deftined  for  marine  fer- 
vice.  How  came  that  fervice  to 
have  been  previonfly  negle&ed  l 
Of  the  9,000  fent  out,  why  were 
they  not,  according  to  the  advice 
of  fir  C.  Grey,  fent  out  in  detach¬ 
ments-?  Or  was  it  to  be  fuftained,  in 
excufe  for  the  delay, that  we  had  not 
a  fleet  which  could  meet  the  f  rench 
fleet  at  fea  ?  As  well  might  it  be 
faid,  that,  fliould  the  French  land  an 
army  in  Ireland  when  our  fleet  was 
in  port,  no  blame  would  be  impu¬ 
table  to  government.  Great  care 
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might  have  been  taken-  of  the  health 
of  the  troops ;  but  Mr.  Sheridan 
perfifted  in  declaring  that  every  day 
immenfe  numbers  were  thrown  o- 
verboard,  who  died  of  ficknefs  and 
difeafe  occafioned  by  negleht :  where  - 
the  blame  lay,  would  be  difcovered 
on  inquiry.  He  dated  the  great  in- 
confiftency  of  its  having  been  faid, 
that  out  of  the  3  1 ,000  regular  troops 
in  England,  it  would  not  have  been 
fafe  to  fend  a  large  force  on  foreign 
fervice;  yet  when  the  militia  and 
fencible  corps  were  increafed,  it 
was  reprefen’ted  that  this  force 
would  fuftice  for  the  internal  de¬ 
fence  of  the  country,  and  enable 
us  to  apply  our  army  to  foreign 
fervice.  The  declaration  made  re- 
fpedting  the  Cape,  was,  he  thought, 
very  comfortable  news  to  the  ftadt- 
holder ;  it  amounted,  however,  he 
thought,  to  a  declaration  that  mi¬ 
nifters  did  not  wifh  for  the  re-efta- 
blifhment  of  what  was  called  the 
regular  government  of  Holland, 
but  were  fatisfied  with  the  pre- 
fent  republican  anarchy.  A  ficheme 
was  at  iaft  formed  for  fending  2  7,000 
mdn  to  the  Weft  Indies;  but  they 
were  difficult  to  be  procured.  The 
moft  difgracefut  mode  of  defence  had 
been  adopted  that  ever  appeared 
before  a  Britifn  houfe  of  commons. 
There  was  conveyed  a  mighty  army 
upon  paper ;  but,  when  it  came  to 
be  reviewed,  it  was  good  for  no¬ 
thing.  He  had  feen  this  motley 
aflembly  at  Southampton,  confiding 
of  children,  feeble  old  men,  and 
boys  at  their  head.  Such  was  the 
confequence  of  converting  the 
army  into  a  job.  Was  it  no 
guilt  to  delude  the  country  with 
fuch  mockeries  ?  Mr.  Sheridan  re- 
prefented,  in  a  very  ludicrous  light, 

,  the  difficulties  dated  to  have  at¬ 
tended  the  expedition;  unfortu¬ 
nately,  he.  faid,  the  difficulties  al¬ 
ways- got  the  better;  and  incredible, 

difafters 
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difafters  had  uniformly  attended 
thefe  incredible  exertions.  Not  a 
week  before  the  10th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  admiral  Jervis  had  failed  with  a 
wind  which  would  have  carried  the 
whole  expedition  to  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies.  The  expeditions  of  the 
French  were,  he  fiaid,  carried  on  in 
&  different  manner;  and  there  w tit 
times  in  this  country  when  the 'de¬ 
lay  would  not  have  been  borne.  It 
Was,  he  declared,  his  intention  to 
perfift  in  his  objedt ;  if  the  papers 
Were  granted,  to  move  for  an  in¬ 
quiry,  which,  if  agreed  to,  he  fhould 
follow  by  a  refolution  exprellive  of 
the  ftrongeft  cenfure  of  minifters. 

The  unfairnefs  of  quoting  the  o- 
pinion  of  fir  C.  Grey,  without  pro¬ 
ducing  the  documents  on  which  it 
was  founded,  was  pointedly  infill¬ 
ed  upon  by  Mr.  Fox.  Of  the  force 
which  went  out  from  France,  fir 
C.  Grev  couid  have  no  knowledge  : 
minifters  might,  and  therefore  the 
grounds  of  their  opinion  refpedl- 
ing  the  Weft  Indies  muft  be  effen- 
tially  different.  The  more  this  bu- 
finefs  was  confidered,  the  more 
ground,  he  thought,  there  was  for 
an  inquiry.  Mr.  Sheridan’s  mo¬ 
tions  for  u  accounts  of  the  number 
of  men  deftined  for  the  expedition 
to  the  Weft  Indies  under  fir  C. 
Grey  in  1793,”— for  u  accounts  of 
the  number  withdrawn  from  that 
fervice  to  form  an  expedition  againft 
the  coaft  of  France  under  lord 
Moira,” — and,  “  of  the  numbers/" 
who,  after  the  conqueft  of  Marti¬ 
nique,  St  Lucie,  and  Guadaloupe, 
Were  detached  to  St.  Domingo,” 
were  put  and  carried.  The  motion 
for  laying  before  the  houfe  the  dif¬ 
ferent  applications  made  for  rein¬ 
forcements  was  withdrawn,  on  Mr. 
Dundas  undertaking  to  give  what 
information  could  be  given.  That 
u  for  ^eturnk of  the  reinforcements 
which  arrived,  fpecifying  th.e  diftri- 


bution  of  the  force,  and  the  dstes 
of  their  arrival,.”  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Sheridan’s  next  motion  for  “ah 
account  of  the  appointment  of  fit 
J.  R.  Warren,  and  of  general  Doyle 
to  the  expedition  of  Qulberon,  with 
that  of  the  regiments  fierving  under 
him,  was  negatived  on  the  opposi¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Sheridan 
then  moved  for  u  extradr's  of  the 
letters  from  admiral  Chriftian  and. 
general  Abercrombie  refpedting  the 
delay  of  the  expedition  which 
was  ftrongly  objedled  to  by  Mr, 
D undas  and  Mr.  Pitt,  as  connected 
with  official  information  which  it 
was  not  proper  to  publifh ;  and 
the  motion,  after  a  very  fpirited 
Converfation,  was  negatived  ;  as 
was  that  “  for  a  return  of  the 
number  of  Ihips  foundered  or 
miffing,  and  the  number  of  men 
loft  or  miffing,  belonging  to  the  ex¬ 
pedition  under  general  Abercrom¬ 
bie.”  The  next  motion  “  for  a 
return  of  the  ftaff  officers  ferving 
under  lord  Moira  in  1794.  and 
1795,”  was  withdrawn,  on  Mr, 
Dundas  offering  to  give  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  information  in  another 
form.  The  motion  u  for  a  copy 
of  the  inftrudlions  to  fir  J.  B.  War¬ 
ren  relative  to  the  expedition  to 
Quiberon,”  was  negatived,  as  alfo 
that  “  for  an  account  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  men  who  died  on  board 
tranfports  at  Plymouth,  Portfmouth, 

.  Southampton,  &c.  deftined  for  the 
Weft  Indies  in  1795  and  1796.”  Mr, 
Sheridan  then  moved  “  for  copies 
or  extracts  of  the  letters  from  officers 
commanding  the  tranfports,  from 
the  mayor  of  Portfmouth,  or  from 
lord  G  Lennox,”  which  was  nega¬ 
tived.  The  remainder  of  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan’s  motions  were  all  agreed  to, 
except  that  for  thecorrefpondenceof 
the  ordnance  and  tranfport  boards, 
Mr.  Dundas  then  moved  fora  long 
lift  of  letters  in  1 794  and  17955  from 
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fir  C.  Grey,  fir  J.  Jervis,  and  other 
naval  and  military  commanders  in 
the  Weft  Indies;  which  were  ordered . 

Whilft  the  bufinefs  of  the  Weft 
India  expedition  was  in  agitation, 
general  Tarleton  moved  for  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  count  de  Sombreuil 
to  the  fecretary  at  war,  relative  to 
the  unfortunate  expedition  to  Qui- 
beron,  and  referred  to  in  a  letter  to 
fir  J.  B.  Warren.  The  fecretary  at 
war  lamented  that  this  anticipated 
his  intention  of  giving  the  wilhed- 
for  information  to  the  houfe.  I  hat 
he  had  not  done  this  fooner,  he  in¬ 
timated,  was  owing  to  its  having 
been  loft  ;  indeed,  he  had  a  re¬ 
mote  recollection  that  he  had  de- 
ftroyed  it.  Of  this,  however,  he 
was  certain,  that  it  did  not  contain 
any  of  the  important  matter  ftated 
by  gentlemen  ;  but  for  his  own  fa- 
tisfaClion  and  juftification,  he  could 
have  wiflied  to  produce  it.  The 
one  and  only  letter  he  had  received 
from  monf.  Sombreuil  was  more  of 
&  private  than  public  nature,  and 
contained  not  a  word  refpeCling 
the  nature  of  the  expedition,  the 
command  of  the  army,  or  any  go¬ 
vernment  fecrets.  The  letter  had 
at  laft  been  found,  and  he  pledged 
himfelf  for  its  production  ;  but  its 
contents  were  fo  entirely  of  a  pri¬ 
vate  nature,  that  they  fully  juftified 
his  oppofition  to  the  motion. 

It  was  contended  by  Mr.  Sheri¬ 
dan,  that  the  count  mult  haye  con- 


fidered  the  letter  as  of  a  public  na¬ 
ture,  and  exculpatory  of  his  cha¬ 
racter,  from  the  letter  of  that  un¬ 
fortunate  gentleman  to  fir  J.  B. 
Warren,  in  which  he  had  wiftied 
that  Mr.  Windham  would  publifh 
his  letter.  The  motion  was  got  rid 
of  by  one  for  the  order  of  the  day, 
which  was  moved  by  Mr.  Pitt.  The 
fubjeCt  was,  however,  refumed  by 
Mr.  Sheridan,  April  1S,  who  again 
moved  for  the  production  of  the 
paper  which  had  before  been  re- 
fufed.  The  houfe,  he  faid,  might 
judge  of  his  aftonifhment,  after  its 
refufal,  to  fee  it  publiflied  in  a 
daily  paper:  and  of  its  authenticity 
he  had  no  doubt.  After  what  had 
been  advanced  refpecting  the 
privacy  of  its  nature,  what  could 
be  more  aftonifhing  than  to  find  it 
related  principally  to  matters  of 
public  moment?  This  letter,  he 
faid,  did  not  convey  any  paltry  re¬ 
crimination  upon  the  perfons  who 
advifed  and  condu&ed  that  unfortu- 
nateexpedition,  butcontained  foun¬ 
dation  for  a  charge  of  the  fnoft  mark¬ 
ed  criminality,  the  ftrongeft grounds 
of  condemnation  upon  minifters  for 
fendingout  theexpedition  under  cir- 
cumftaneesthe  moftgrofs,  inhuman, 
and  treacherous.  After  reading  the 
two  letters  *  to  the  houfe,  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan  obferved  the  relation  between 
them,  that  the  latter  difplayed  all  the 
charaaeriftics  of  a  great  mind  ;  it 
contained  no  reproaches;  it  merely 

referred 


*  From  the  Count  de  Sombreuil  to  the  Right  Honourable  William  Windham,  dated 

«  On  board  the  John,  Portfmouth  Road,  July  8,  1795. 

11  SIR 

'  «  The  thort  ftav  which  I  made  at  London  not  having  permitted  me  the  honour  of 
feeing  you  more  than  once,  and  my  fudden  departure  having  preven  ed  me  trom  co  ¬ 
vering  with  you  on  feveral  points  of  importance  to  me,  in  my  ^ 

fufticient  confidence  in  vour  fagacity,  to  be  convinced  that  I  UL  ‘  ,  . 

wail  ferve  me  for  a  guide,  and  enable  me  to  fupport  the  refponfibility  attached  to  my 
conduit,  as  well  towards  you  as  towards  the  troops  under  my  command. 

«  A  full  convidtion  of  the  neccffity  of  fubordinatipn,  joined  to  a  zealous  demotion 
the  caufe  in  which  I  have  embarked,  induce  me  to  fly  with  precipitation  a :  the  firft  fig 
Hal  I  receive,  and  never  allow  me  to  urge  the  fmalleft  objedion.  I  fay  nothing  of  -the 
tUfcxetion  w-hich  a  goyenunent  has  a  right  to  expect  from  thofe  it  emp  fince 
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dalous  manner  in  which  the  Expfc 
dition  to .  the  coaft  of  France 
conduced,  Mr.  Sheridan  again 
moved  for  copies  of  the  letters  to 
be  prefen  ted  to  the  houfe;  which 
was  feconded  by  general  Smith.  • 
The  fecretary  at  war,  in  a  fpeech 
of  fuch  warmth  as  produced  the  in¬ 
terference  of  the  fpeaker,  faid  that  | 
the  only  motive  which  he  could 
conceive  the  count  de  Sombreuil 
had  in  his  laft  letter  for  referring  to 
the  expreffions  in  his  former,  was 
that,  harrafied  and  confounded  as 
he  was  in  his  laft  fatal  moments,  he 

£nce  given  fufficient  proofs  of  mine  ;  and  I  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  they  are 
fach  as  will  enable  me  to  obtain,  at  leall,  thofe  marks  of  confidence  which  are  due  to 
my  lituation. 

u  I  have  the  honour  to  obferve  to  you,  fir,  that  I  ana  going  with  troops,  of  whole 
defiination  I  know  nothing  but  by  public  report ;  neither  am  I  acquainted  with  the?r 
means  of  tubfifience,  nor,  in  the  imalleft  degree,  with  the  rules  by  which  I  am  to  regu¬ 
late  my  conduct.  What  will  be  necefiary,  with  regard  to  ammunition,  with  which  l  am 
not,  to  my  knowledge,  provided,  and  with  regard  to  the  fupport  of  thofe  with  whom  I 
am  to  act;  the  means  by  which  I  am  to  carry  on  my  correfpondence  with  you  in  a  difiaift 
lituation;  and  from  whom  I  am,  in  all  cafes,  to  receive  orders;  th.efe  are  points  o& 
which  I  requefi:  you  to  give  me  iuch  inilru<5tions  as  will  ferve  as  a  bafis  for  my  conduct. 

(i  I  had  the  honour  alfo  to  requefi  that  you  would  let  me' have  an  officer  jrom  the  de¬ 
partment  of  infpe&ion.  If  you  fend  me  fuch  a  perfon,  pray  chufe  a  man  who  fpeaks  both 
languages,  that  he  may,  on  occafion,  affift  me  in  the  tfanflation  of  your  letters  ;  add  that 
your  orders  may  only  be  known  to  an  officer  chofen  by  government.  I  have  the  honour 
to  be,  with  relpeCt, 

i(  Your  very  humble  feryanf, 

“  COUNT  CHARLES  DE  SOMBREUIL.? 


From  the  Count  de  Sombreuil  to  the  Right  Honourable  William  Windham,  dated 
Aurai ,  July  the  22 d,  1795,  received  by  the  Hands  cf  his  Servant ,  euho  remained  with 
him  till  the  Hour  cf  his  Death. 

“  SIR, 

“  The  letter  which  I  have  written  to  fir  John  Warren  will  give’  you  every  informa* 
tion 'in  my  power  to  afford,  as  well  on  my  prefent  lituation,  as  on  paff  events;  I  will  not 
remind  you  of  the  letter  which  I  wrote  you  from  Portfmouth,  as  you  doubtlefs  feel  the 
force  of  the  remarks' 'which  I  there  made  :  yon  muft  be  fenfible  how  much  my  heart  hzi 
to  fuffer  in  thefc  laft  moments;  independently  of  the  regret  which  I  experience  for  the 
fate  of  my  companions,  you  know  what  facrifices  an  order  fo  prompt  obliged  me  to 
make. 

“  I  requefi  you,  fir,  to  be  fo  kind  ns  to  give  to  the  bearer,  a  faithful' man,  and  who 
Las  never  abandoned  me  (and  whom  the  Ioffes  I  have  fufiained  incapacitate  me.  from 
rewarding)  the  fum  of  five  hundred  Louis,  to  be  ihared  with  my  other  fervant.  This 
requefi  will  not  appear  indifereet,  as  I  have  loft  feveral  government  fecurities  to  a  greater 
amount.  ■ 

I  alfo  recommend  to  you,  fir,  the  two  perfons  about  whom  I  fpoke  to  you’,  before 
I  left  London. 

<c  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  fir, 

“  Your  very  humble  fervant, 

“COUNT  CHARLES  DE  SOMBREUIJ,. 

*s  To  Mr.  Windham,  Secretary  at  War.” 

referred 


referred  to  the  remarks  made  by  the 
count  in  the  former  letter,  that  he 
was  difpatched  with  troops  upon 
an  expedition,  of  whofedeftination, 
command,  fnbfiftence,  and  ammu¬ 
nition,  he  was  ignorant.  There 
were  only  two  lines  which  related 
to  a  beautiful  and  accompiifhed  wo¬ 
man  to  whom  his  affections  had 
been  pledged,  and  who  had  fince 
been  reported  to  be  difordered  in 
her  underftanding.  .After  dating 
the  cruelty  and  reproach  of  aban¬ 
doning  fuch  a  man,  and  that  the 
letters  threw  light  upon  the  fcan- 
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referred  him  rather  to  what  was 
palling  in  his  mind,  than  to  what 
he  had  committed  to  paper;  there 
was,  however,  no  knowing  what 
he  meant)  nor  did  he  perhaps  know 
himfelf.  The  fubfidiary  letter  cer¬ 
tainly  had  a  reference  to  fome 
ainful  circumflances  interesting  to 
is  private  feelings,  and  referred 
to  the  uncertain  lituation  in  which 
he  was  going.  The  count  was  de- 
firous  that  the  nature  of  his  com¬ 
mand  fliould  be  afcertained ;  and 
that  was  the  objeCI  of  the  letter ; 
but  in  a  public  view  it  had,  he 
contended,  no  importance  what¬ 
ever.  He  hated,  that  fo  far  from 
having  fent  away  this  gallant  man 
upon  fhort  notice,  he  had,  upon 
knowing  of  his  intended  marriage, 
advifed  him  to  defer  his  departure, 
partly  hoping  that  the  expedition 
might  be  delayed,  partly  from  the 
conviction,  that,  fliould  he  be  ab- 
fent  on  that  expedition,  he  would 
be  ready  and  ardent  for  any  other. 
But  to  this  the  heroic  gallantry  of 
the  count  would  not  liften.  As  he 
was  only  going  to  carry  out  a  body 
of  troops  from  the  Elbe,  he  would 
know  at  the  place  of  deftination 
what  he  was  to  do,  as  all  fubordi- 
nate  officers  do;  and  that  would  be 
fufficient.  The  letter  did  not,  heaf- 
ferted,  juflify  theaccufation  brought 
again#  him;  and  he  charged  gen¬ 
tlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
houfe  with  having  fuppofed  it  Loft, 
when  they  fo  earneftly  moved  for 
its  production.  This  charge  was, 


V 

,  '  \ 


however,  folemnly  denied  by  Mr. 
Fox. 

General  Smith  contended  that  the 
letter  concerned  the  public  fervice, 
and  only  that,  excepting  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  count  ae  Sombreuil,  who, 
anxious  for  the  juftification  of  his 
conduCt,  had  made  the  publication 
of  it  his  dying  requeft.  The  gene¬ 
ral  expatiated  upon  the  ignorance 
under  which  the  count  had  aCted, 
and  contended,  that,  had  he  known, 
that  the  command  was  to  be  fruited 
to  Puilfaye,  a  man  whom  many  of¬ 
ficers  would  think  it  a  difgrace  to 
ferve  under,  he  never  would  have 
gone  upon  this  fhameful  expedition. 
The  defire  which  the  count  had 
evinced  to  vindicate  himfelffrom 
having  had  a  fhare  in  the  expedition* 
was  aifo  infilled  upon  by  Mr.  Fox, 
who  confidered  the  emigrants  as  the 
chief  advifers  of  it ;  but  thought 
their  lituation  no  excufe  for  the 
ralhnefs  and  folly  of  it,  which  was 
degrading  to  the  underllandings  of 
Britilh  miniflers.  Fie  thought  the 
fecretary  at  war  was  bound  to  pub- 
lifh  the  letter  to  which  the  count 
referred,  as  exculpatory  of  his  being 
concerned  in  planning  this  calami¬ 
tous  expedition  ;  and  that  if  the 
Quiberon  expedition  fhould  be¬ 
come  the  objeCt  of  a  general  dif- 
cuffion,  this  paper  would  throw 
confiderable  light  upon  thefubjeCh 
After  fo  me  further  debate  upon  this 
motion,  it  was  evaded  by  the  order 
of  the  day,  which  was  again  mov¬ 
ed  for  by  Mr.  Pitt. 


ty  90. 
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C  H  A  P.  VI. 

.Dlfcujfwn  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on  the  general  Conduft  of  Adtninif  ration, 
Mr.  Grefs  Motion  in  the  Commons  for  the  Impeachment  of  Mini  ft  ers.  Debate 
on  the  Sardinian  Subfidy.  Lord  Guildford's  Motion  on  the  Conduit  of 
Minifiers.  Mr.  Lex’s  Motion  on  the  fame  Subjell, 


ON  the  fecond  of  May  the  mar¬ 
quis  of  Lanfdowne,  who  had 
previoufly  moved  for  feveral  go¬ 
vernment  papers,  entered  into  a 
difeufiion  in  the  houfe  of  lords  on 
the  conduct  of  adminiflration.  His 
lordfhip  faid,  that,  from  the  impro¬ 
bability  of  every  exertion  he  could 
make  producing  a  change  of  fy- 
ilem,  he  had  hefitated  whether  he 
fhould  ever  again  trouble  the 
houfe ;  but  that  he  had  been  de¬ 
terred  by  the  neceflity  he  fhould 
then  have  felt  himfelf  under  of  ex¬ 
plaining  the  grounds  on  which  he 
adted,  and  had  been  influenced  by 
circumflances  which,  if  difclofed, 
might  tend  to  raife  difeontent, 
which  he  pro  felled  himfelf  anxious 
to  avoid.  On  the  15th  December 
1779,  and  on  the  3th  February  1 780, 
his  lordfhip  faid,  he  had  propofed 
two  motions,  in  order  to  fuggeft 
that  fylletn  of  public  operations 
with  which  it  was  his  wifli  that  the 
fefolutions  then  to  be  brought  for¬ 
ward  fhould  be  followed.  Jn  this 
fyflem  he  had  been  fupported  by 
many  of  the  prefeiit  adminiflration, 
who  appeared  to  have  fince  aban¬ 
doned  it.  His  wifli,  therefore,  was 
to  afford  them  an  opportunity  of 
fhewing  whether  they  ftill  adhered 
to  their  former  refolution,  u  that 
the  influence  of  the  crown  was  en- 
creafed,  is  encreafmg,  and  ought  to 
be  dinamifhed  or,  ”if  they  had 
apoftatized,  that  the  public  fhould 
be  in  poffeflion  of  documents  upon 
which  to  form  an  impartial  eflimate 
pi  their  character.  It  was  not,  he 

3 


faid,  his  wifli  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  houfe  to  all  the  papers  on  the 
table  :  the  firfl  to  which  he  fhould 
direct  their  attention  was  that  for 
the  confolidation  of  the  different 
boards  into  one :  this  would  have 
abolifhed  fifteen  out  of  twenty-five 
places,  and  occafioned  a  confider- 
abie  diminution  of  influence.  This, 
therefore,  it  was  his  great  furprize 
to  fee,  had  never  been  adted  upon. 
The  next  paper  to  which  he  fhould 
call  their  attention,  was  the  9th  re¬ 
port  concerning  the  pay  of  the  ar¬ 
my  :  this  was  juftly  flated  in  the  re¬ 
port  to  be  a  feene  of  compofition  and 
decompofition,  of  fraud,  ambiguity, 
and  myflery.  Why  there  fhould  be 
complex  and  feparate  accounts  for 
agency,  cloathing,  fubfiflence,  See . 
&c.  which  could  only  ferve  to  ac¬ 
cumulate  expences  upon  the  coun¬ 
try,  his  lordfhip  faid,  he  could  not 
fee,  except  it  was  as  a  pretext  for 
fupporting  a  parcel  of  idle  clerks 
by  the  fw  eat  of  a  defer  vino-  fol- 

-  O 

.  diery,  and  to  enable  minifiers  mu 
*  ' 

detected  to  apply  the  public  money 
to  purpofes  different  from  its  ori¬ 
ginal  deflination.  The  next  re¬ 
port,  his  lordfhip  faid,  to  which  he 
would  advert,  was  the  1  ith,  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  unfunded  debt,  the  ob- 
jedt  of  which  was  to  acquaint  the 
people  with  the  real  extent  of  the. 
burthens  they  incurred  in  the  courfe 

tt 

of  a  war,  and  to  provide  again  ft  the 
debt  encreafing  more  rapidly  than 
the  means  of  payment.  This  regu¬ 
lation  had,  however,  been  neglected 
by  the  prefent  minifiers.  in  the 
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14th  report,  refpe&ing  the  patent 
•officers  of  the  cuftoms,  they  were 
divided  into  daffies  of  illegal,  ufe- 
lefs,  thofe  who  exercifed  their 
truft  by  deputies,  and  fuch  as 
may  be  confolidated.  To  abolifh 
thefe  offices,  was  the  intention  of 
one  of  his  refolutioris.  In  the  port 
of  London  there  were,  he  faid,  61 
in  number,  enjoying  falaries  to  the 
amount  of  26,000b  a  year.  In  the 
outports  there  were  1517  perfons  of 
the  fame  description',  with  falaries 
to  the  amount  of  4.0,000b  His 
lordfhip  ftated  Several  abufes  v^hich 
exiffied  in  thefe  offices,  and  faid 
that  in  many  cafes  one  perfon  held 
two  or  three  offices,  which  were 
intended  as  checks  upon  one  an¬ 
other.  Why  the  bill  for  the  reform 
of  patent  offices  had  been  fuffered 
to  deep,  he  could  not  tell.  In  cir- 
cumftances  like  the  prefent,  it  was 
of  the  utmoft  importance  to  in- 
vefrigate  and  reform  every  abufe. 
Much  reform,  his  lordfhip  thought, 
might  be  made  in  the  mint,  and  re- 
fpetffiing  the  crown  lands.  The 
fyftem  of  barracks,  and  the  army  in 
all  its  departments,  his  lordfhip  con- 
fidered  as  proofs  of  the  encreafed 
and  encreafing  influence  of  the 
crown.  The  commiffioners  of  ac¬ 
counts  had  reprefented  the  extraor¬ 
dinaries  of  the  army  likewife  as 
an  evil  which  called  for  remedy 
in  the  loudeft  terms.  Minifters 
might  fay,  that  in  the  papers  on  the 
table,  there  was  no  inftance  of 
money  loofely,  extravagantly,  or 
corruptly  fquandered ;  but  they 
were,  in  faff,  fo  myfterioufly  drawn 
out,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  under¬ 
hand  them :  upon  the  prefent  fy- 
Iteni,  any  thing  might  be  deemed 
extraordmafies.  A  great  many  fums 
were  entered  under  the  general 
‘title  for  the  public  fervice ,  and 
ditto  ditto  very  frequently  recur¬ 


red  ;  the  accounts,  on  the  whole, 
inftead  of  being  arranged  and  pro¬ 
duced  on  the  flrft  day  of  the  feflion, 
were  obfcure  and  kept  back  till 
they  were  reludfantly  tom  from 
minifters  at  that  late  period. 

Another  article  in  the  long  lift  of 
abufes  was,  his  lordfhip  ftated,  the 
appointment  of  a  third  fecretary  of 
ftate.  But,  however  minifters  had 
neglecfted  the  fuggeftions  of  the 
committee  relative  to  the  abolition 
of  old  offices  and  boards,  they  had 
fcrupuloufly  complied  with  their 
ideas  refpeffing  new  ones.  Of 
thefe,  the  tranfport-board,  thetrea- 
fury-board,  and  the  viflualling- 
board,  were,  he  conceived,  ufelefs 
and  unneceffiary ;  as  one  a£tive  man 
would  do  more  bulinefs  than  a 
board.  After  enumerating  feveral 
abufes,  his  lordfhip  obferved,  that 
time  would  fail  him  for  mentioning 
all  which  had  been  introduced  and 
fanftioned  by  the  prefent  admini- 
ftration;  and  he  was  tired  with  in- 
fpecting  the  red  book,  that  regiftef 
of  corruption.  Yet  all  this  had  taken 
place  under  the  conduct  of  two  noble 
lords,  who  came  into  office  abetting 
the  principle  that  the  influence  of 
the  crown  had  encreafed,  was  en¬ 
creafing,  and  ought  to  be  dimi* 
nifhed.  His  lordfhip  further  de¬ 
precated  the  patronage  obtained  by 
the  India  bill — that  of  government 
police  in  the  city  of  Weftminfter-— 
and,  above  all,  the  unlimited  credit 
upon  the  bank,  which*  from  its 
magnitude,  was  fufficient  to  fwal~ 
low  up  the  reft.  This,  his  lordfhip 
obferved,  had  been  voted  to  the 
minifter  in  a  bill  repealing  a  falu- 
tary  ftatute  of  William  and  Mary, 
which  reftri&ed  the  credit  of  go¬ 
vernment  upon  the  bank,  and  which 
would  unnoticed  have  paffied  the 
houfe,  but  for  the  vigilance  of  the 
earl  of  Lauderdale.  By  the  repeal 
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of  this  afl,  the  bank  might  ffretch 
their  credit  to  government  at  plea- 
fure,  and  the  minifler,  without  com 
lent  c\f  parliament,  had  an  ample 
refource  within  his  reach.  His 
lordfhip  profefied  that  .it  was  not 
his  intention  at  that  time  to  enter 
into  any  queftion  of  finance,  as  the 
papers  were  too  voluminous  to  be 
gone  through  at  a  fitting ;  they 
opened,  he  laid,  however,  a  more 
dreadful  picture  of  our  fituation 
than  it  was  poffible  almoff  for  the 
imagination  to  conceive.  The  mar¬ 
quis  concluded  by  moving,  that, 
perceiving  no  effectual  fteps  taken 
to  realize  thofe  meafures  of  reform 
for  which  minifters  at  their  en¬ 
trance  into  office  flood  pledged,  or 
thofe  recommended  by  commif- 
fioners  appointed  by  parliament, 
it  was  neceffary  to  inquire  into  fo 
extraordinary  an  omifiion,  as  well 
as  whether  any  new  offices  have 
been  created?  —  whether  anv  old 
ialaries  had  been  encreafed  on  flight 
pretences  ?  —  whether  any  falaries 
had  been  granted  for  fpecial  p  im¬ 
pedes,  and  continued  when  the 
reafon  for  them  ceafed  ?  —  whether 
any  warrant  for  beneficial  grants 
had  been  directed  ?  —  and,  on  the 
whole,  whether  the  public  expences 
had  encreafed  beyond  the  fupplies 
annually  granted  by  parliament  ? 
His  lordfhip  proceeded  to  cenfure 
the  war  as  bloody  and  profufe  be¬ 
yond  example,  and  our  fituation  on 
the  whole  as  calling  for  the  moff 
accurate  inveftigation  ;  and  con¬ 
cluded  with  moving  for  an  inquiry 
into  the  feveral  abufes  which  he 
had  pointed  out. 

Lord  Grenville,  in  reply,  faid 
that  he  never  could  affent" to  the 
principal  points  which  had  been 
adduced;  fince,  contrary  to  what 
had  been  Bated,  feveral  bills  for 
reform  had  been  brought  in,  and 
received  the  famffion  of  parliament. 


Though  thefe  reforms  might  be 
thought  neceffarv  bv  the  commif- 
fioners  at  the  time,  they  might  not, 
he  obferved,  apply  to  the  prefent  or 
fu  ture  times.  With  refpedt  to  con- 
folidating  fome  of  the  public  offices 
of  revenue,  if  he  was  confulted,  he 
fhould  fay  the  plan  was  impracti¬ 
cable,  from  the  large  encreafe  of 
the  revenue ;  nor  were  there  any 
men  whofe  abilities  and  alacrity 
entitled  them  more  to  public  re¬ 
ward.  As  to  the  army  extraordi¬ 
naries,  many  regulations  had  been 
made  by  Mr.  Burke  arid  colonel 
Barre,  which  had  afforded  much 
falutary  reform.  WTith  refpeCt  to 
what  had  been  urged  refpedting  the 
myfterioits  mode  of  negotiating 
loans,  and  the  lottery  had  been 
mentioned  as  one  bad  part  of  them, 
this  was  the  firft  adminiftration  in 
which  the  lottery  formed  no  part  of 
thofe  loans. ,  It  was  next  faid,  that 
the  unfunded  debt  ought  to  be  af- 
certained.  Formerly,  the  navy, 
ordnance,  and  unfunded  debt,  ufed 
toJie  over;  but  lately  they  had  been 
laid  upon  the  table  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  within  the  year.  As  to 
patent  offices,  he  obferved,  they 
were  held  by  legal  tenure,  and 
could  not  be  withdrawn  without 
reafonable  compenfation ;  which 
would  be  a  more  confiderable.  ex-, 
pence  to  the  public  than  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  patentees  in  office. 
Such  as  could,  would  be  aboliflied, 
on  their  becoming  vacant;  and  none 
but  one  had  been  renewed.  His 
lordfhip  warmly  commended  mi~ 
niffers  for  the  care  they  had  taken 
in  auditing  the  public  accounts. 
With  refpedl  to  the  crown  lands, 
very  much  had  been  done  by  the 
perfon  to  whom  they  were  en- 
trufted.  Excepting  thefe,  the  con- 
folidation  of  the  revenue  boards, 
and  the  arrangements  in  a  new 
coinage,  recommended  in  the  re¬ 
ports, 
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ports,  all  the  other  objefts  had  oc¬ 
cupied  the  attention  and  been  de¬ 
cided  upon  by  parliament.  With 
regard  to  barracks,  the  old  fyftem 
allowed  barracks  for  20,000  men 
in  time  of  peace,  and  the  new 
for  only  15,000.  The  extraordi¬ 
naries  of  the  army  had  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  committee  of 
1780,  and  they  had  (fated  that  the 
unfunded  debt  fhould  be  afcertain- 
ed  when  it  could  be  done;  but 
very  frequently  in  war  it  could 
not,  particularly  in  the  articles  of 
provisions  and  (fores  ;  therefore  a 
fpeedy  audit  of  accounts,  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  commillioners,  was 
the  mod  erfential  (hep  that  could  be 
taken.  As  to  the  appointment  of 
a  third  fecretary  of  (fate,  it  had 
been  attended  with  great  public 
utility,  and  he  doubted  not  future 
advantages  refulting  from  it !  The 
tranfport  board  was,  he  contended, 
abfoiutely  neceffary  in  time  of  war. 
India  he  had  always  thought  of  the 
utmoft  importance  :  and  he  hoped 
the  queffion,  whether  it  was  to  be 
maintained  or  given  up,  would  ne¬ 
ver  be  (farted.  His  lordfhip  de¬ 
fended  the  Weft  mi  nfter  police  bill, 
and  faid  that  the  rrtinifter  ppftefted 
no  power  of  defiring  the  bank  to 
advance  any  fum  wanted,  as  the 
governor  and  directors  had  a  dif- 
cretionary  power. 

The  earl  of  Lauderdale  forcibly 
fecondedthe  arguments  of  the  mar¬ 
quis  of  Lanfdowne.  He  admitted 
that  fame  reforms  had  taken  place 
in  the  play-office,  but  faid  great 
abufes  (till  exiffed.  There  was  a 
claufe  in  a  fubfequent  ad:  of  par¬ 
liament,  that  all  money  iftued 
from  the  treafury  to  the  paymafter 
general  (liould  be  paid  into  the  bank 
of  England  on  his  account :  yet 
6oo,oool.  had  been  lately  ilfued  by 
the  firft  lord  of  the  treafury  tothepay- 
jnafter  of  theforces?and  it  was  treat¬ 


ed  as  a  trivial  overfight.  He  thought 
any  defence  of  the  loans  lately 
made,  a  libel  upon  thofe  by  whom 
they  were  made  His  lordfhip  ri¬ 
diculed  the  improvements  faid  to 
have  taken  place  refpeding  the  un* 
funded  debt  under  the  prefect  ad¬ 
min  ift  rat  ion.  Exchequer  bills  had, 
he  faid,  been  iffiued  at  5  per  cent, 
intereft  this  year;  and  he  wiftied  to 
know  how  they  could  be  fuffered 
to  run  to  fuch  difcredit,  that  twen- 
tv-five  (hillings  (liould  be  given  to 
difcount  one  for  five  days  only.  If 
fuch  improvements  had  taken  place, 
the  houfe  (liould  not  have  been  told 
of  12  ,000, coot.  of  navy  debt  float¬ 
ing  fince  December,  and  extraordi¬ 
naries  befides  to  be  provided  to  the 
amount  of  two  millions  for  the 
army,  and  four  for  the  navy.  His 
lordfhip  conceived  the  aftertions 
made  by  lord  Grenville,  refpefting 
barracks,  to  be  entirely  erroneous, 
and  contended,  from  theftatements 
on  the  table,  that  the  whole  amount 
of  men  for  whom  they  were  ereft- 
ed,  was  more  than  3  1,000;  and  ex- 
clufive  of  Guernfey  and  Jerfev , 
for  Great  Britain  alone  24,000.  He 
pointedly  ridiculed  the  reafon  given 
for  a  third  fecretary  of  (fate,  the 
en  ere  a  fed  bufinefs  refulting  from 
the  war.  If  this  axiom  was  adopt¬ 
ed,  the  pay-office  mud  be  neglected, 
and  the  vaft  concerns  of  India, 
fince  thefe  places  were  held  by  an¬ 
other  fecretary  of  ftate.  The  tranf¬ 
port  board  was,  he  contended, 
highly  expenfive,  and  no  improve¬ 
ment  in  point  of  difpatch 

Lord  Auckland  entered  into  a 
very  elaborate  ftatement  of  the  dif¬ 
ference  of  our  profperity  in  the 
years  1783  and  1795,  to  prove'the 
great  advantages  on  the  fide  of  the 
latter  !  To  evince  this,  his  lordfhip 
produced  comparative  accounts  of 
the  3  per  cent,  confols.  and  India 
ftock?  and  of  the  different  value  of 
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the  imports  and  exports;  of  the  re¬ 
venues  of  the  Ead  India  company 
above  their  charges,  and  of  their 
fales  ;  of  Britifh  fliips  entered  in¬ 
wards,  or  cleared  outwards  ;  of  the 
total  number  of  fliips  belonging  to 
the  Britifh  empire ;  of  the  perma¬ 
nent  taxes,  the  navy  debt,  and  the 
bank  advances;  of  the  floating 
debt,  and  the  finking  fund.  His 
lordfhip  clofed  his  comparative  ac¬ 
count,  by  hating  the  amount  of  re-' 
venue  (including  the  land  and  malt 
tax)  below  the  computed  expenditure 
on  a  peace  eftablifliment  of  fifteen 
millions  in  1 783,  2,000,000k  and  the 
fame  above  the  computed  Expendi¬ 
ture,  on  a  fimilar  peace  edablifh- 
ment,  with  the  addition  of  in- 
creafed  charges  for  the  debt  incur¬ 
red  by  the  prefent  war,  1795, 
3,400,000k  Comparing  this  excefs 
with  the  deficiency  of  1783,  the 
difference  of  revenue  in  our  fa¬ 
vour  at  prefent,  would,  he  obferv- 
ed,  amount  to  5,400,000k  The 
motion  was  further  refilled  by  earl 
Spencer,  lord  Hawkefbury,  and  the 
lord  chancellor;  and  fupported  by 
the  earls  of  Moira  and  Lauderdale, 
the  latter  of  whom  obferved,  that 
as  the  noble  mover  of  the  motion 
had  declined  at  prefent  entering  into 
our  financial  fituation,  he  fuould 
not  then  reply  to  the  flatement 
which  had'  been  produced ;  but 
pledged  himfelf  to  prove,  that,  in- 
rftead  of  ah  eftimate  fo  flattering,  a 
very  gloomy  deficiency  would  be 
found,  and  gave  notice  of  a  motion 
grounded  upon  the  papers  then 
Upon  the  table.  Lord  Guildford, 
at  the  fame  time,  gave  notice  of  a 
motion  upon  the  Hate  of  the  nation. 
On  a  divifion’of  the  Ho ufe,  there 
appeared  for  the  marquis  of  Lanf- 
downe’s  motion,  12,  againfl  it,  104. 

A  very  weighty  'and  well  fup¬ 
ported  accufation  was  brought  a- 

o’ainft  minifters'  in  the  houfe  of 
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commons,  on  the  6th  of  May,  by. 
Mr.  Grey,  on  which  he  grounded 
a  motion  for  their  impeachment. 
In  a  very  able  exordium,  he  ob¬ 
ferved  that  the  power  of  the  purfe 
was  the  beft  fecurity  for  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  the  people;  and  this  the 
houfe  could  not  allow  to  be  in- 
croached  upon,  without  betraying 
a  mod  facred  truft,  and  violat¬ 
ing  a  moft  valuable  privilege.. 
This  duty  was  Hill  more  important: 
from  the  magnitude  of  expence 
which  they  had  to  fuperintend.  It 
was,  he  Hated,  his  intention  to 
confute  his  motion  to  three  plain, 
and  Hmple  confi derations,  iH.  that 
miniders  had  violated  the  exprefs 
Hipulations  of  the  appropriation, 
act,  by  applying  grants  to  other- 
fervices  than  thofe  for  which  they, 
were  voted ;  2dly,  that  they  had 
prefented  falie  accounts  to  the 
houfe  to  conceal  this  infraftion  ; 
and,  3 dly ,  that  they  had  violated 
another  law  for  regulating  the  of¬ 
fice  of  paymaHer  general  of  the 
forces.  He  de fired  the  houfe  to  at¬ 
tend,  that  there  was  an  aft  pafled 
every  feffions,  after  the  grants  for 
the  year  were  made,  appropriating 
certain  films  to  certain  purpofes 
refpefting  the  different  articles  in 
the  army.  By  a  paper  on  the  table, 
he  would,  however,  fliew  that  this 
aft  had  in  many  in  dances  been  vio¬ 
lated.  By  an  account  laid  before 
the  houfe,  April  2 id,  it  appeared 
that  the  money  iffued  for  clothing 
the  army,  was  not  fo  applied;  and 
that  there  was  due  to  feveral  co¬ 
lonels,  &c.  644,106k  7s.  6d.  for 
net  off-reckonings  and  cloathing 
for  the  years  1794  and  1795;  anc^ 
the  film  of  146,900k  12s.  4d.  to 
general  and  daff-officers  for  1793, 
1794,  and  1795;  and  the  fum  of 
34,313k  13s.  3d.  to  governors  and 
lieutenant-governors  for  1794  an^ 
1795  ;  though  thefe  fums  were  ex- 
•  .  .  prefsly 
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prefsly  appropriated  by  act  of  par¬ 
liament.  It  alfo  appeared  that  the 
fum  of  31,0561.  os.  3d.  due  to  the 
general  and  ftaff  officers  for  1 794, 
was  paid  out  of  the  grants  for  1 796. 
If  the  neceffity  for  fuch  a  glaring 
violation  of  law  exifted,  minifters 
were  bound  to  come  to  parliament 
for  an  act  of  indemnity  as  fpeedilv. 
as  poffible,  and  to  date  the  reafons 
for  fuch  a  neceffity.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  however,  how  had  they  adt- 
ed?  They  had  endeavoured  to  con¬ 
ceal  the  infraction  of  the  law  by  a 
falfe  account,  and  thus  encreafed 
inftead  of  diminifhing  the  crime.  In 
1  71 1,  by  a  refolution  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  a  practice  of  this  nature 
was  reprobated  as  an  invalion  of  the 
rights  of  the  houfe;  but  had  it  been 
other  wife,  precedent  could  cer¬ 
tainly  be  of  no  avail,  as  the  act  of 
appropriation  was  irreconcileable 
with  the  authority  of  a  pradtice  it 
was  exprefsly  intended  to  prevent. 
Admitting-  even  that  extraordina- 
ries  were  unavoidable,  they  were  to 
be  qualified  by  the  degrees  in  which 
they  were  neceffiary.  Might  not 
the  minifter,  with  a  vote  of  credit 
amounting  to  2, 500,000b  have  made 
fuch  an  eftimate  for  the  demands 
of  public  fervice  as  would  leave  little 
to  be  anfwered  by  extraordinary  ex- 
pences  r .  In  the  wide  and  conti¬ 
nental  war  in  the  reign  of  queen 
Anne,  and  conducted  by  a  perfon 
not  diftingu iffied  for  ceconomy,  the 
extraordinaries  fcarcely  exceeded 
200,000b  A  perfon  of  high  credit 
(Mr.  Hatfell)  had,  in  his  book  of 
precedents,  obferved,  that  during 
the  American  war  nothing  could 
exceed  the  negligence  of  the  houfe 
in  not  limiting  the  firms  charged 
as  extraordinaries  ;  and  ft  ill  higher 
authority  cenfured  the  practice, 
namely  the  committee  appointed 
to  inyeftigate  the  public  accounts. 
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The  practice  of  charging  extrava¬ 
gant  fums  on  this  head  had  been 
alfo  arraigned  by  the  prefent  mini¬ 
fter  with  the  utmoft  fe verity  at  the 
end  of  the  American  war  :  yet  his 
own  extravagance  far  furpafted  that. 
It  was  faid,  he  obferved,  that  mo¬ 
ney  muft  fometimes  be  taken  from 
the  eftimated  fervices,  to  be  ap¬ 
plied 'to  urgent  fervices;  but  this 
juftification  went  only  thus  far, 
that  when  money  was  fo  divert¬ 
ed,  it  was  neceffary  to  come  for¬ 
ward  and  apply,  to  the  arrears  in¬ 
curred,  the  extraordinaries  of  the 
next  year.  In  the  prefent  inftance, 
however,  the  deviation  had  not 
been  fo  far  atoned  for.  By  papers 
upon  the  table,  it  appeared,  that  to 
Auguft  2 1  ft,  1796,  for  the  quarter 
preceding,  eight  millions  of  the 
grants  of  the  current  year  had  been 
expended,  and  ftill  thefe  arrears  re¬ 
mained  due.  Every  argument  in 
favour  of  this  infraction  of  an  act 
purpofely  made  to  reftrain  the  mi¬ 
nifter  equally  applied  in  1782, 
when  the  meafure  was  fo  ftrongly 
condemned  by  him.  The  defence 
of  minifters  for  the  mifapplication 
of  the  fums  appropriated  by  par¬ 
liament,  was  not  he  faid,  valid  upon 
their  own  principles:  he  therefore 
fob  mitred  to  the  houfe  fi  x  refolutions- 
founded  upon  the  reafonings  and 
facts  he  had  already  adduced.  The 
next  part  of  his  refolutions,  Mr. 
Grey  faid,  regarded  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  fums  for  the  fervice  of  1796', 
to  the  arrears  of  fervices  in  1794 
and  1795  A  refaction  was  palled 
in  1784,  the  fubftance  of  which 
was,  u  that,  fhould  a  diffiolution' 
of  parliament  take  place  before  the 
paffing  of  the  act  of  appropriation, 
the  houfe  refolved,  that  any  minifter 
mifapplying  the  funds  then  granted, 
fhould  be  guilty  of  a  high  mifdc- 
meanor.”  The  application  of  the 
I  4  A  grants 
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grants  of  1796  to  retro  fpe&ive  fer- 
vices  fell  under  this  refolution,  and 
had  been  followed  up  with  hill 
further  violations  of  the  law.  Mr. 
Grey’s  7th  refolution,  therefore, 
was  founded  upon  thefe  obferva- 
tions,  and  he  proceeded  to  cail  the 
attention  of  the  houfe  to  the  a£I 
palled  in  1  782,  in  purfuance  of  a 
plan  of  reform,  for  regulating  the 
office  of  paymafter-general  of  the 
forces.  This,  he  obferved,  had 
been  repealed  from  fome  defied!  in 
its  conftru&ion,  and  a  new  one 
palled  under  the  prefent  minifter, 
intended  to  remedy  the  evils arifing 
from  balances  remaining  in  the 
hands  of  the  paymafter-general, 
and  to  fecure  the  regular  payment 
of  the  army.  This  had  been  open¬ 
ly  violated.  In  the  firft  account 
of  the  application  of  the  vote  of 
credit  of  1 796,  the  fum  of  430,0001. 
was  iffued  to  the  paymafter-gene- 
j*al,  of  which  a  balance  of  83,300]. 
was  actually  now  in  his  hands,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  affurance  which  had  on 
a  former  night  been  given  to  the 
houfe.  With  regard  to  the  accu¬ 
mulation  of  balance  in  the  hands  of 
the  pavmafter-general,  the  adt  pro¬ 
vided  that  the  fumsfor  the  cloathing 
of  the  army  (hould  be  iffued  peri¬ 
odically  ;  but  by  the  account  on 
the  table,  from  midfummer  1794  to 
December  1795,  no  money  had 
been  iffued  for  this  fervice  ;  and 
part  of  the  arrears  were  difcharged 
from  the  fupplies  for  the  current 
year;  yet  no  attempt  had  been  made 
to  account  for  the  application  of 
the  fum  originally  diverted.  Upon 
thefe  fact’s  Mr.  Grey  grounded  four 
more  refolutions,  and  proceeded 
to  conlider  the  difpofition  paper. 
This  document,  he  obferved,  had 
originated  in  the  extravagant  reign 
of  Charles  II.  and  had  been  efta- 
blifhed  at  the  Revolution  as  a  real 
secoupt  for  the  information  of  par¬ 


liament,  how  the  fupplies  w£re 
employed.  This  paper  he  now 
arraigned  as  completely  falfe.  It 
Rated,  that  the  fums  voted  for  the 
army,  &c.  had  been  iffued  and 
applied,  where  none  had  been  iffued, 
and  when  that  branch  of  the  fer¬ 
vice  was  Rill  in  arrear.  It  might 
be  faid,  this  was  only  a  form,  and 
that  under  this  form  the  paymafter- 
general  received  from  the  trcafury 
the  fums  required.  But  would  the 
houfe  fuller  the  minifter  to  apply 
the  public  money  as  he  thought 
proper,  in  defiance  of  folemn  enact¬ 
ments  of  the  legifiature  ?  On  thefe 
topics,  four  other  refolutions  were 
founded  by  Mr.  Grey,  amounting 
in  all  to  ic,  the  laft  of  which  ftated 
that  u  in  the  inftances  mentioned, 
his  majefty’s  minifters  had  been 
guilty  of  prefenting  falfe  accounts-, 
calculated  to  mifte'ad  the  judgment 
of  the  houfe,  of  a  flagrant  violation 
of  various  ads  of  parliament,  and 
of  a  grofs  mi  (application  of  the 
public  money.” 

Mr.  Pitt  obferved,  that  the  firft 
refolution  ftated,  that  at  all  times, 
and  under  all  circumftances,  it  was 
the  indifpenfable  duty  of  the  houfe 
vigilantly  to  fuperintend  the  ex¬ 
penditure  of  the  public  money,  and 
to  inquire  into  the  application  of 
the  grants.  That  it  was  the  duty 
of  parliament  ftriCUy  to  enforce 
the  application  of  it  to  the  letter  of 
the  acft,  required,  he  faid,  a  retro-; 
fpeCHve  authority,  which  the  houfe 
had  not  the  means  of  enforcing., 
The  adt  of  appropriation,  he  agreed, 
applied,  in  binding  and  fpecific 
terms,  to  the  regulation  of  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  navy  and  army  fer- 
vieps.  He  admitted,  alfo,  that  mi- 
nifters  did  not  attend  to  the  minute 
fuh-divifions  mentioned  in  the  a<5t 
of  appropriation  ;  they  only  gene¬ 
rally  took  care  that  no  more  fliould 
be  ifllied  for  the  army  out  of  the 
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fupplies  during  the  year,  than  the 
amount  of  the  fum  for  which  cre¬ 
dit  nad  been  given.  It  fhould  be 
aifo  recoliedted,  that  the  adt  had 
been  precifely  in  the  fame  form 
fince  the  reign  of  George  I.  But 
admitting  the  breaches  of  the  act 
in  certain  inftances,  did  it  follow 
that  minifters  deferved  the  impu¬ 
tation  of  criminality,  and  the  cen- 
fure  of  the  houfe  ?  It  was  certainly 
eafy  to  make  a  charge  upon  a  de¬ 
viation  from  the  letter  of  an  adt: 
but  it  was  right  in  the  firft  place  to 
afk,  whether  the  deviation  was  or 
was  not  neceftary  ?  whether  it  was 
unprecedented  or  founded  on  prac¬ 
tice?  and  whether  it  was  clandef- 
tine,  and  done  with  an  intent  to 
deceive,  or  fandtioned  by  the  deci- 
fions  of  the  houfe  ?  Extraordina- 
ries  were  allowed  by  all  to  be  ne- 
ceifarv,  and  certainly  never  more  fo 
than  in  a  war  like  the  prefent.  How 
were  they  to  be  paid  for  but  by 
with-holding  fome  of  the  payments 
of  the  fervices  regularly  voted? 
This  was  the  whole  of  the  fubjedt, 
as  far  as  principle  was  concerned. 
Since  the  reigns  of  William  and 
of  Anne,  nay  even  in  times  of 
peace,  there  had  not  been  one  year 
in  which  extraordinaries  had  not 
been  paid,  and  the  appropriation 
adt  confequently  violated.  Consi¬ 
dering  the  variety  of  operations  to 
which  the  views  of  minifters  muft 
be  directed  in  a  war  like  the  pre¬ 
fent,  and  the  neceffary  changes 
which  muft  take  place,  it  would  ill 
accord  with  the  public  fervice  to 
bind  them  down  to  the  ftridt  letter 
of  the  adt.  K  So  much  for  guards, 
garrifons,  &c.”  paffed  when  it  was 
impoffibie  to  judge  precifely  of  the 
proper  limitations.  He  wTas  willing 
to  allow,  that  the  practice  formerly 
exifted  in  films  far  ftiort  of  the 
prefent,  but  not  fo  fmall  as  had  been 
ifated.  In  the  reign  of  queen  Anne, 
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between  300,000  and  400,000b  had 
been  incurred  ;  and  the  difference 
of  the  value  of  money  then  and  now 
ought  to  be  conftdered.  Extraor- 

O 

dinaries  were  alfo  incurred  in  the 
years  1740  and  1741,  in  the  Ger¬ 
man  and  in  the  American  wars. 
In  the  adminiftration  of  Mr.  Pel¬ 
ham,  the  expences  were  paid  in  a 
way  different  from  the  act  of  apprd- 
priation.  In  that  of  lord  Wil¬ 
mington,  1743,.  a  cenfure  was 
moved  againft  the  practice,  which 
was  negatived  by  a  great  majority. 
If  any  cenfure  lay  in  this  cafe,  it 
was  againft  parliament,  not  againft 
minifters,  who  merely  carried  into 
effedt  practices  for  the  fervice  of 

the  country  which  had  been  fane- 
✓ 

tioned  by  parliament,  not  only  in 
the  above  inftances,  nor  even  only 
tacitly  and  indiredtly,  but  by  the 
report  of  the  committee  in  1782, 
which  ftated  the  practice  of  extra¬ 
ordinaries  as  a  grievance  to  the 
houfe.  Even  the  adt  of  appropri¬ 
ation  itfelf  afforded  a  vindication 
of  the  pradtice,  fince  part  of  it  was 
to  make  good  feveral  millions  of 
extraordinaries.  The  pradtice  was 
further  recognized  by  the  pay-office 
adf,  and  by  a  tranfadtion  in  1782, 
when  the  houfe  thought  it  necelfary 
to  vote  a  fum  upon  the  army  ac¬ 
count,  to  give  the  paymafter  a 
credit,  to  entitle  the  minifter  during 
the  recefs  to  referve  it  on  account 
of  extraordinaries,  and  to  encreafe 
the  credit  of  the  army  beyond  what 
was  given  for  the  regular  fervice. 
He  admitted  that  the  fuccefsful 
and  undeniable  defence  was  the 
neceftity  of  the  cafe  :  yet,  there 
were  different  ways  in  which  the 
pradtice  of  extraordinaries  had  been 
recognized.  In  1786  and  1791, 
fo  far  was  parliament  from  (hutting 
their  eyes  to  the  extraordinaries, 
that,  in  each  of  thefe  committees, 
there,  was  an  eftimate  of  their  pro¬ 
bable 
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babieamount — the  one  of  260,000!. 
the  other  of  280,000!.  arifing  out 
of  them,  and  not  provided  for  by 
parliament  ;  but  not  one  word 
again  ft  the  principle.  The  prefent 
minifters,  he  contended,  not  only 
adopted  in  this'  inftance  every  be¬ 
neficial  inftitution  of  Mr.  Gren¬ 
ville,  but  the  meafures  of  colonel 
Barre.  One  of  the  charges  againft 
himfelf,  he  obferved,  was,  that  he 
had  confiantly  propofed  a  vote  of 
credit  to  a  greater  amount  than  had 
been  hitherto  voted  :  what  was  that 
but  a  compliance  with  the  regu¬ 
lations  of  colonel  Barre,  to  endea¬ 
vour,  as  thgre  was  forefeen  a  ne- 
ceifity  for  extraordinaries  to  a  large 
amount,  to  eftimate  the  probable 
amount  ?  Bills  of  exchange,  as  they 
were  guided  by  the  local  regu¬ 
lations  of  the  places  they  were 
drawn  at,  could  not  be  estimated 
with  precision.  Consequently,  the 
charge  of  not  propofing  full  efti- 
mates  amounted  only  to  having 
failed  where  no  man  in  his  fenfes 
could  pretend  to  accuracy.  That 
nothing  was  kept  back  from  the 
public,  he  argued,  from  the  vote  of 
credit,  which  he  had  preffed  to  an 
unexampled  extent.  Had  he  gone 
beyond  a  probable  eftimate,  there 
mull  have  been  a  dead  fund  pro¬ 
vided,  greatly  to  the  injury  of  the 
public.  Pie  lamented,  that,  partly 
from  the  fluctuation  in  the  prices 
of  different  articles,  —  partly  from 
the  impoffibility  of  forefeeing  many 
neceffary  expences, — and  partly 
from  the  errors  in  :us  calculation,- — > 
large  and  heavv  extraordinaries 
were  ftill  left.  From  feveral  cir- 
cumftances  betides  the  greater  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  prefent  war  compared 
with  the  American,  and  the  in- 
creafed dearnefs  of  proviftons,  there 
was,  he  contended,  a  balance  in 
favour  of  the  prefent  war,  and 
againft  the  American,  of  4,500.000!. 
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incurred1  in  extraordinaries.  The 
total  amount  of  the  deficiency  of 
the  navy  and  army,  and  of  the 
unprovided  of  the  ordnance,  a- 
mounted  in  the  three  years  of  the 
prefent  war  to  fixteen  or  feven- 
teen  millions;  and  in  the  American 
war  the  deficiency  amounted  to 
23,000,000!.  With  refpeft  to  the 
iffuing  of  bills  by  the  paymafter- 
general,  the  warrant  was  ftriftly 
conformable  to  the  letter  and  fpirit 
of  the  aft  of  parliament.  The 
bank  was  to  keep  open  a  cafh  ac¬ 
count  with  the  paymafter-general ; 
and  it  was  generally  underftood 
that  the  bank  would  not  charge 
itfelf  with  any  thing  but  cafh. 
When,  therefore,  the  exchequer 
bills  were  ifiued  by  warrant,  and 
came  into  the  bank,  they  acquaint¬ 
ed  the  paymafter  that  they  could 
not  receive  them  as  cafh  ;  the  bills." 
were  therefore  difpofed  oft  by  him* 
not  out  of  choice,  but  neceffity. 
Since  that,  the  bank  had  agreed  to 
receive  them  as  cafh.  It  had,  he 
obferved,  been  objected,  that  when 
the  memorials  for  payment  were 
prefented,  the  treafury  had  not* 
according  to  the  ftatute,  complied 
with  the  demand.  At.  that  time, 
however, #  there  was  no  money  in 
the  treafury,  nor  was  it  pofiible  to 
make  a  punftual  provifion  for  fums 
which  could  not  be  previoufly  af- 
certained,  and  at  a  time  which 
could  not  exaftlv  be  forefeen, 
without  taking  from  the  eftablifh* 
ment,  or  the  fums  voted  on  efti¬ 
mate,  thofe  fums  which  it  became 
abfolutely  indifpenfable  to  apply 
for  that  purpofe.  It  feemed  but 
juft  upon  confideration,  that  if  any 
clafs  were  compelled  to  f  11  finer  any 
temporary  inconvenience,  it  ffiould 
fall  upon  thofe  beft  able  to  fupport 
it.  Officers  on  the  ftaff  could  not 
be  fuppofed  to  want  thofe  fums 
which  were  abfolutely  neceffary. 

for 
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Tor  the  other  clafles.  It  was,  Mr. 
Pitt  further  ftated,  impoffible  to 
afcertain  or  meet  the  public  ex- 
pences  by  wrays  and  means,  however 
large,  as  the  houfe  had  neither  tne 
power  nor  judgment  to  form  an 
eftimate  of  their  amount,  —  to  fay 
what  would  be  theftate  of  the  con- 
folidated  fund,  —  what  the  bank 
would  agree  to  advance,  or^  what 
the  loan  would  produce.  \vas  it, 
then,  any  reproach  to  the  treafurv 
not  to  forefee  impofiibilities ;  — -to 
afcertain  ways  and  means  which 
were  in  their  nature  unafcertain- 
able  ?  The  application  of  the  vote 
of  credit  to  paft  fervices  was,  ne 
contended,  juft  and  nc  cellar  y. 
Was  it  meant,  he  alked,  that  the 
army  money  was  not  to  be  ufed 
for  extraordinaries,  and  that  the  ex¬ 
chequer  bills  were  to  be  paid  to  a 
great  lofs  for  the  purpofe  of  corning 
within  the  aCt  of  parliament  ?  This, 
he  contended,  would  be  a  material 
difadvantage  to  the  public.  Fie 
vindicated  the  difpofition  paper,  as 
not  being  in  the  leaft  more  liable 
to  the  charge,  of  deceiving  parlia¬ 
ment  than  any  paper  of  the  fame 
nature  fince  the  acceffion.  It  nad, 
he  ftated,  been  laid  upon  the  table, 
as  a  mere  matter  of  courfe.  It  was 
an  account  of  the  fums  expended 
for  the  public  fervic.e  in  1795  to 
March  1796.  It  was  liable  to  be 
taken  in  two  fenfes  :  frit,  with  i&- 
gard  to  the  items  refpeaively  ap¬ 
plied,  and  a  diftinCt  ftatement  of 
the  various  heads  of  fervice,  fuch 
as  navy,  ordnance,  &c.  and  it  was 
true  it  took  notice  of  every  item 
of  expence,  and  drew  a  total  of  the 
whole,  under  the  column  of  fums 
granted,  and  then  gave.  the  fanis 
granted,  and  the  films  paid  ;  but  in 
the  prefent  inftauce,  inftead  of  any 
fums  being  annexed  to  the  item r, 

1  there  were  only  oppoftte  perfect 

blanks. 
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Mr.  Fox  contended,  that  who¬ 
ever  had  heard  the  defence  fet  up 
without  hearing  the  accufation, 
muft  have  thought  that  the  latter 
was  againft  having  incurred  any 
extraordinaries  at  all ;  not  that  they 
had  been  incurred  improvidently, 
or  had  been  with-held  improperly 
from  the  houfe  ;  or,  when  incurred 
and  provided  for,  the  mpney  voted 
for  them  had  not  been  applied  to 
their  difeharge.  Arguing  gene¬ 
rally,  it  was,  no  doubt,  certain, 
that  when  neceftity  demanded,  the 
a£t  of  appropriation  muft  be  dif- 
penfed  with  ;  and  this  fort  of  ar¬ 
gument  would  apply  to  any  otner 
law  ;  inevitable  neceftity  being  an 
anfvver  to  every  thing.  The  cafe 
which  had  been  alluded  to,  and 
which  was  debated  in  1 743  or 
1744,  when  the  houfe  had  inquir¬ 
ed  into  the  difpofition  of  40,000!. 
only  proved,  that  145  members 
of  the  houfe  thought  that  ‘  the 
flighted  deviation  from  the  appro¬ 
priation  was  deferving  of  cenfure. 
But  the  accufation  here  was,  not 
that  the  payment  of  a  particular 
bill  fliould  not  be  made  when  it 
became  iieceftary  for  the  fervice, 
but  that  the  extraordinaries  had 
been  long  with- held  from  the  houfe. 
There  was,  he  contended,  a  mate¬ 
rial  difference  between  the  fituation 
of  minifters  in  the  American  war 
and  now  ;  it  was  then  totally  im~ 
pofnble  to  put  an  end  to  extraordi¬ 
naries.  So  far,  however,  was  what 
had  been  advanced  (viz.  that  the 
whole  of  our  extraordinaries  in  three* 
years  amounted  only  to.  4,000,000!.) 
from  being  true,  that  they  exceeded 
this  even  in  the  prefent  year.  la 
the  calculation  that  had  been  made 
to  prove  that  the  extraordinaries 
of  the  American  war  were  greater 
than  the  prefent,  deductions,  Mr. 
Fox  faid,  had  been  made,  which 
had  not  been  allowed  in  the  calcu¬ 
lations 


34° 


B  R  I  T  I  I 

lations  for  lord  North;  and  in  illuf- 
tration  of  this  he  hated  the  fums. 
The  great  matter  to  be  explained,  he 
obferved,  was,  why  were  the  fums, 
voted  by  the  houfe  for  extraordina¬ 
ry  purpofes,  not  applied  to  their  ori¬ 
ginal  deftination  ?  Why  were  they 
delayed  after  they  were  provided  for? 
Why  was  the  payment  lor  the  cloat'h- 
ing  of  the  army  fo  long  delayed  f 
That  the  money  lb  voted  was  ap¬ 
plied  neceffarily  to  other  purpofes, 
was  no  reafon  for  delaying  the  pay¬ 
ment  one  hour  after  the  vote  for 
the  next  fupply  which  included  all 
thefe  allowances,  and  made  up  all 
thefe  deficiencies.  The  minifter 
anfwered  this,  he  faid,  by  the 
avowal  of  a  fyftem  which  tended 
to  bring  our  finances  into  the 
greateft  confufion,  that  new  votes 
for  old  demands  Ihoula,  at  the  dif- 
cretion  of  the  executive  govern¬ 
ment,  be  applied  to  the  difcharge 
of  ftill  newer  demands  :  fo  that, 
to  the  uncertainty  of  the  application 
of  money  there  would  be  no  end. 
The  minifter  ought  in  future  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  though  he  called  for 
money  for  a  defcribed  purpofe, 
he  meant  to  apply  it  to  ano¬ 
ther.  He  heartily  wifhed'  for  a 
fyftem,  by  which  they  might  un- 
derftand  what  was  doing,  and,  if 
neceflary,  that  the  houfe  might 
vote  occafionally  fo  much  for  the 
deficiency  of  fupply  of  each  pre¬ 
ceding  year.  It  would  not  be  a 
more  fubftantial  violation  of  the 
law  than  the  prefent  practice,  and 
certainly  would  be  more  intelligible 
to  the  public.  Without  fome  alte¬ 
ration  in  the  fyftem,  neither  the 
houfe  of  commons  nor  the  public 
could  ever  know  that  money  was 
applied  to  the  purpofes  to  which 
the  law  deftined  it.  The  pay- 
mafter’s  a£l,  he  mult,  he  faid,  ftill 
contend,  had  been  pofitively  and 
iHineceffarily  violated.  If  the  bank 
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would  not  receive  exchequer  bills, 
why  did  not  government  iftue  mo¬ 
ney  in  another  way  for  the  purpofe 
for  which  thefe  bills  were  i’flued  ? 
Had  no  arrangement  been  made 
with  the  bank,  to  what  a  fiti/ation 
would  they  have  been  reduced  ! 
Mr.  Fox  very  ably  argued  againft: 
the  infraction  of  the  appropriation 
adt,  and  ridiculed  the  idea  of  the 
conditions  of  it  being  ftated  as  im- 
pofllble  to  be  obferved  by  the  very 
per  Ion  who  had  had  a  ftiare;  in 
framing  it.  The  act  feemed  to  be 
left  as  a  monument  of  the  inefficacy 
of  parliament  —  a  monument  of  the 
motives  of  a  man  who  merely  in¬ 
tended  to  gain  a  little  popularity, 
Mr.  Fox  animadverted  with  much 
force  upon  the  fatal  impreffions 
left  upon  the  minds  of  the  people 
by  meafures  of  this  nature.  He 
feverely  cenfnred  the  infringement 
of  the  paymafter’s  a£t,  refpeCting 
which, he  afterted  no  excufe  could 
be  offered,  as  there  was  no  prece¬ 
dent  for  the  breach.  It  was,  there¬ 
fore,  according  even  to  the  ftate- 
ment  of  minifters,  knowingly  and 
unneceftarily  fet  afide,  and  virtually 
made  a  llieet  of  wafte  paper.  Mr. 
Steele  vindicated  the  proceedings 
of  minifters,  and  propofed  the  pre¬ 
vious  queftion  ;  which  was  carried 
by  a  majority  of  171.  Ayes  209, 
noes  38. 

Previous  to  the  above  difcuflion, 
the  report  of  the  committee  of 
fupply  upon  the  refolution  for 
granting  a  fubfidy  of  200,0001.  to 
his  Sardinian  majefty,  was  prefent- 
ed  to  the  houfe,  on  the  3d  of  May. 
Mr.  Fox  obferved,  that,  from  a  ma¬ 
terial  change  of  circumftances,  this 
fubfidy  did  not  ftand  upon'  the  fame 
ground  as  formerly.  It  was  thten 
underftood  that  he  was  to  co-ope¬ 
rate  with  the  allies  againft Trance  : 
— -  he  had  now  manifefted  a  defire 
for  peace.  If  it  was  our  object  to 

indue? 


FOREIGN  HISTORY. 


14,2 


induce  him  to  continue  the  war, 
we  ought  to  know  whether  he  con¬ 
ceived  himfel'f  bound  not  to  make 
peace  without  our  confent.  If  he 
was  not  bound,  it  was  then  a 
quefiion  how  far  miniHers  had  con- 
fented  to  his  attempt  to  procure  a 
le  pa  rate  peace.  It  was  further  ne- 
ceflary  to  have  a  previous  know¬ 
ledge,  whether  he  would  not  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  fuch  a  meafure, and  the  more 
from  the  unfortunate  experience  in 

other  fubiidiarv  treaties.  Mr.  Pitt 
* 

thought  the  houfe  bound  to  accede 
to  the  meafure,  both  in  point  of 
prudence  and  honour,  from  the 
uniform  honour  and  fidelity  of  the 
Sardinian  monarch.  He  denied 
that  this  monarch  had  ever  mani- 
fefled  a  defire  for  a  feparate  peace, 
and  affirmed  that  he  had  merely  in  a 
moment  of  impending  danger  Hated 
to  the  enemy  that  he  would  enter  into 
an  armiftice  in  conjunction  with 
the  emperor,  but  upon  no  other 
conditions.  To  this,  however,  the 
emperor  had  not  acceded,  and  the 
negotiation  finiflied.  During  this 
intercourfe,  Mr.  Pitt  Hated,  the 
enemy  had  acquainted  his  Sardi¬ 
nian  majefly  that  they  would  make 
a  feparate  peace  with  him,  pro¬ 
vided  he  would  cede  their  con- 
quefls  in  his  dominions,  and  unite 
with  them.  This,  however,  with 
a  magnanimity  which  could  never 
be  too  highly  praifed,  he  had  re- 
fufed. 

Mr.  Francis  obferved  that  it 
was  not  necefiary  to  confider  how 
Sardinia  had  aCfed  four  months 
ago,  but  what  her  fituation  and 
probable  mode  of  aCting  now  was. 
Upon  the  recent  fuccefies  of  the 
French  in  Lombardy,  muH  the 
mode  of  a&ion  of  his  Sardinian 
majeHy  be  founded.  If  the  deter¬ 
minations  of  his  Sardinian  majeHy 
were  founded,  as  had  been  Hated, 
upon  the  preflu  re  of  the  enemy,  it 


was  reafonable  to  conclude  that  he 
would  confider  the  emergency, 
more  than  his  magnanimity,  tie 
ridiculed  the  idea  of  confiding  in 
the  magnanimity  of  the  king  of 
Sardinia  in  fuch  an  exigence,  and 
appealed  to  hifiory  for  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  houfe  of  Savoy,  which 
had  changed  fides  as  often  as  its 
interefl  or  inclination  prevailed.  . 

It  was  remarked  by  the  fecretary 
at  war,  and  by  Mr.  Pitt,  that  the 
vote  of  the  prefent  evening  only 
enabled  his  majeHy  to  grant  the 
fubfidy  if  necefiary;  and  the  fecond 
reading  was  agreed  to  without  a 
aivifion. 

In'a  fucceedi ng  debate  on  this  fub- 
je&,  Mr.  Jekyll,  after  noticing  the 
rapid  fuccefies  of  the  French  in  Italy, 
inquired  whether  the  money  voted 
as  a  fubfidy  to  the  king  of  Sardinia 
was  to  be  paid  to  him  on  that  fcore. 
He  thought  it  idle  to  call  that  a  fub¬ 
fidy,  of  which  co-operation  was 
not  the  fruit.  If  the  money  voted 
by  parliament  was  an  eleemofynary 
gift,  the  houfe  ought  to  know  it; 
and  the  people  who  were  drained  of 
fuch  immenfe  fums  for  foreign 
princes,  who  had  one  by  one  de- 
lerted  them,  fliould  know  in  what 
manner  this  was  to  be  applied. 
Mr.  Pitt,  in  reply,  Hated  that  it 
could  not  be  fuppofed,  whatever 
was  the  final  Hate  of  events,  that 
the  fubfidy  would  be  continued 
after  the  feceffion  of  his  Sardinian 
majefty  ;  but,  upon  being  further 
prefled  by  Mr.  Jekyll  to  Hate 
whether  the  fubfidy  would  be 
with-held  till  the  reports  refpeCting 
the  king  of  Sardinia  were  authenti¬ 
cated,  declined  a  reply,  and  moved 
for  the  order  of  the  day. 

On  the  10th  of  May,  a  very  im¬ 
portant  motion  was  brought  for¬ 
ward  in  both  houfes  of  parliament, 
refpeCling  a  change  of  fyftem  in 
regard,  to  external  polities.  Tfiat 

in 
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Sn  the  houfe  of  lords  was  moved 
by  the  earl  of  Guildford,  who 
noticed  ” the  public  embarraffment 
in  confequence  of  the  war,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  had  been  com 
du&ed,  and  the  duty  and  neceffity 
of  attending  to  the  conduct  of  mi¬ 
ni  ft  ers.  The  fyftem  which  had 
produced  fo  much  mifery  to  the 
country,  ought,  he  oblerved,  to  be 
completely  done  away,  and  a  new 
one  adopted,  before  any  benefit 
could  be  expe&ed.  Little  hopes 
of  profperity  could  indeed  arife, 
till  minifters  were  perfuaded  they 
ought  to  undo  all  they  had  done, 
and  retradl  every  ftep  they  had 
taken  in  this  abfurd  and  ruinous 
conteft.  While  it  was  agreed  that 
peace  was  neceffary  to  our  exiftence, 
it  was  melancholy  that  we  had  fo 
little  chance  of  obtaining  one  that 
was  fafe  and  honourable,  while  the 
fame  men  were  allowed  to  purfue 
the  fame  fyftem.  Having,  the  laft 
feftlon,  attempted  unfuccefsfully  to 
convince  the  houfe  of  this,  he  la¬ 
mented  the  neceffity  of  advancing 
ftale  and  hackneyed  topics,  fuch 
as  the  conduct  of  the  war,— -the in¬ 
curring  it  when  it  might  have  been 
avoided,  by  the  treatment  of  M. 
Chauvelin,  —  the  neglect  to  make 
peace  after  re  taking  the  greatft 
part  of  Auftrian  Flanders,  and  when 
we  had  Valenciennes  in  our.  ow.n 
hands.  His  lordftiip  ably  difcufled 
thefe  topics,-—  the  different  pretexts 
for  entering  into  the  war, — and  the 
lofs  to  the  Country  of  50,000  lives 
and  above  50  millions  of  money. 
The  exiftence  o^  a  republic  in 
France  was,  he  faid,  urged  as  in- 
eonfiftent  with  the  faffety  of  Britain. 
When  Holland  Was  protected,  and 
the  Netherlands  reftored,  furely 
every  proper  aid  w&s  granted  that 
Great  Britain  pretended  to  interfere 
for*  But  wild  thoughts,  and  heated 
imaginations,  had  then  led  minifters 


to  think  of  not  making  peace  till 
they  reached  the  gates  of  Paris. 
The  defeats  and  difgraces  that  en- 
fued  were  well  known,  —  the  proud 
confederacy  againft  France  diffolv- 
ed, — and  whether  we  were  duped  by 
our  allies,  or  whether  we  deceived 
them,  was  ftili  a  queftion.  His  lord¬ 
ftiip  reprobated  the  encouragement 
given  by  this  country  to  the  war  in 
La  V endee,  and  its  fatal  effects 
upon  the  Weft-India  expedition. 
If  the  change  of  government  in 
France  was  to  prevent  peace,  he 
thought  this  prevention  might  laft: 
for  ever.  He  took  a  review  of  the 
effedfs  of  the  war  on  our  internal 
fituation,  —  the  legal  reftridtions  to 
which  it  had  given  rife  in  the 
Habeas  Corpus  and  Alien  bills,  —  the 
dreadful  effedl  of  the  war  on  our 
finances  already,  —  the  fatal  con¬ 
fequence  of  the  expences  of  another 
campaign,  —  and  the  injury  to 
trade.  He  cenfured  the  long  delay 
between  his  majefty’s  meffage  and. 
any  attempt  to  treat  for  peace,  and 
the  mode  of  treating  with  Mr. 
Barthelemi  as  an  awkward  attempt. 
The  whole,  he  faid,  fhewed  that  it 
had  been  the  latent  motive  of  mi¬ 
nifters  all  along  to  deceive  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  delude  Europe.  The 
refources  of  the  country  were,  he 
thought,  confolatory,  but  they 
might  certainly  be  puftied  too  far; 
and  warned  minifters  of  the  great 
evils  of  an  unlimited  export  of 
money.  His  lordftiip  concluded 
by  defiring  his  motion  tb  be  read, 
which  was  for  an  addrefs  to  his 
majefty,  ftating  the  opinion  of  the 
houfe  refpedting  the  condudt  of 
minifters  in  the  prefent.war,  and 
afcribing  the  embarraffments  of  the 
nation  to  their  rnifmanagement;  and 
urging  the  probability  of  their  conti¬ 
nue  nee  and  encreafe,  if  the  fame 
principle  fihbuld  ftili  prevail  in  the 
Britifh  councils  - —  reminding  his 

majefty 


Hi 


FOREIGN 

iilajefty  of  the  unparalleled  pro- 
fperity  of  the  country  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  war,  and  ad¬ 
verting  to  the  dignity  and  advan¬ 
tage  which  might  have  refulted  to 
the  nation  from  mediating  between 
inftead  of  joining  the  belligerent 
powers.  The  addrefs  proceeded 
to  notice  the  firmly  pretexts 
which  had  been  pleaded  by  mi¬ 
ni  fters  for  entering  into  the  war  ; 
their  entire  rejection  of  every  pro- 
pofal  for  an  amicable  adjuftment 
of  differences  by  negotiation;  and 
in  anfwer  to  the  plea,  that  the 
French  were  the  firft  to  de¬ 
clare  war,  remarked  that  it  was 
impofiible  to  deny,'  that  the  power 
which  fhuts  up  the  channel  of  ne¬ 
gotiation  muft  be  the  real  aggrefior 
in  war  ;  and  to  this  bar  to  negoti¬ 
ation,  the  rupture  which  followed 
might  be  attributed,  —  that  the  pre¬ 
tences  under  which  minifters 
then  haughtily  refufed  to  commu¬ 
nicate,  have  fince  been  expofed  by 
their  fubmitting  to  a  fimilar  inter- 
eourfe  with  the  French  government, 
—  that  the  mifguided  policy  which 
had  rendered  the  war  inevitable, 
appeared  to  have  adluated  minifters 
to  continue  it  at  all  hazards,  —  and 
that  their  obftinacy  in  its  continu¬ 
ance  was  not  more  remarkable  than 
their  verfatility  in  the  pretexts  for 
its  j unification.  The  ftrength,  the 
weaknefs,  the  fuccefles,  the  mif- 
ehances  of  the  enemy,  or  of  the 
allies,  had  been  all  urged  as  motives 
for  continuing  the  war.  The  ori¬ 
ginal  objedfs  attained,  new  ones 
were  inffituted,  the  overtures 
made  by  the  enemy,  even  when  the 
circumftances  of  France  were  emi¬ 
nently  favourable  to  his  majefty  and 
the  allies,  were  rejected  unheard, 
though  there  was  every  reafon.  to 
hope  that  a  nego  tiation,  if  then  com¬ 
menced,  might  have  terminated  in 
Bn  honourable  peace,  —  It  fur- 
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ther  infilled  that  miniffers  had 
perfifled  in  a  war  which  could 
fcarce  have  any  remaining  objedt 
blit  that  of  impofing  upon  France 
a  government  difapproved  by  the 
inhabitants  of  that  country;  yet, 
unable  to  frame  a  wife  fyffem  of 
policy,  they  rejedted  the  advan¬ 
tages  that  belonged  to  their  own 
unfortunate  fcheme.  Their  defign 
to  interpofe  in  the  internal  govern¬ 
ment  of  France  was  too  manifeft  not 
to  provoke  the  national  zeal  of  thttt 
people  ;  but  their  projedfs  were  too 
equivocal  to  attradl  the  confidence, 
or  procure  the  co-operation  of  even 
the  difaffedted  French. — That  the 
houfe  begged  leave  to  reprefent  to 
his  majefty,  that  many  opportunities 
for  a  favourable  pacification  had 
been  loft  by  miniftdrs,  and  that 
from  this  negledt  (of  which  the 
addrefs  produced  feveral  inftances) 
the  progrefs  of  .hoftllities  had  only 
ferved  to  eftablifh  the  evils  which 
might  have  been  avoided  by  nego¬ 
tiation,  but  which  were  now  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  events  of  war,  and 
for  the  prevention  of  which  it  was 
avowedly  undertaken.  —  That  the 
houfe  had  felt  the  fincereft  fatis- 
fadtion  from  the  mefiage  which  had 
given  them  the  hopes  of  a  negoti¬ 
ation  for  peace  ;  but  now  experi¬ 
enced  great  forrow  from  obferving, 
that  three  months  had  elapfed  be¬ 
fore  anv  overtures  had  been  made 
to  this  effedl ;  and  that,  when  taken, 
minifters,  fo  far  from  conciliating 
the  Ffench,  ftudioufiy  avoided  eve¬ 
ry  acknowledgment  of  the  repub¬ 
lic,  and  the  minifter  through  whom 
the  overture  was  made,  was  in- 
ftrudted  to  declare  that  he  had  no 
authority  to  enter  into  any  dif¬ 
en  ffion  of  the  terms  of  the  propofed 
treaty.— -That  the  manner  in  which, 
it  was  broken  off  afforded  a  very- 
unfavourable  comment  on  the  re- 
ludtance  of  minifters  to  enter  into 
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it,  and  was  calculated  to  make  a 
bad  impreffion  refpeCting  their  fln- 
cerityon  the  people  of  France;  that, 
on  a  review  of  many  inftances  of 
grofs  mifconduCl,  proceeding  from 
the  fame  pernicious  principles,  the 
houfe  thought  itfelf  bound  in  duty 
to  his  majefty,  and  their  conftitu- . 
ents,  to  declare  that  they  faw  no 
rational  hope  of  redeeming  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  kingdom,  but  by  the 
adoption  of  a  fyfiem  radically  dif¬ 
ferent  from  that  which  Had  pro-- 
duced  the  prefent  calamities.  The 
addrefs  concluded  wjth  a  very  Spi¬ 
rited  philippic  againft  the  conduct 
of  minifters. 

The  motion  was  warmly  object¬ 
ed  to,  not  only  on  account  of  the 
nature  of  the  bufmefs,  but  of  the 
great  variety  of  matter  it  contain¬ 
ed,  by  the  lords  Sydney,  Carlifle, 
Carnarvon,  and  Mulgrave.  Lord 
Hawkefbury  recapitulated  the  ar¬ 
guments  in  favour  of  the  war  being 
unavoidable  on  our  part,  and  pro¬ 
voked  by  the  wanton  aggreflion  of 
the  enemy.  He  denied  that  any  dif- 
pofition  to  make  peace  had  been 
fhewn  on  the  part  of  France  after 
the  furrender  of  Valenciennes  ;  he 
dwelt  upon  the  folicitude  fhewn  bv 
the  French  directory  to  avoid  the 
title  of  king  in  their  anfwer  to  the 
ambaflador  of  the  Spanifh  monarch. 
With  refpeCt  to  the  negotiation 
which  had  been  fo  much  repro¬ 
bated,  he  faid,  the  only  poflible  way 
of  negotiating  under  fuch  circum- 
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fiances  was,  to  authorize  Mr.  Wick¬ 
ham  merely  to  put  the  only  quef- 
tions  which  could  be  put  to  a  pow¬ 
erful  enemy  :  “  Are  you  willing  to 
treat  for  peace  on  fair  and  honour¬ 
able  terms?  and  what  are  the  terms  ? 
Will  you  content  to  a  congrefs  for 
the  negotiation  of  the  pacificatory 
terms ?” — and  “  Is  there  any  other 
mode  vou  like  better  ?”  Mr.  Bar- 
thelemi  was,  his  lordfliip  Bated,  a 


man  of  fuch  refined  addrefs,  fd  Well 
fitted  for  the  diplomatic  art,  that  he’ 
would  have  wormed  out  of  Mr; 
Wickham  all  his  purpofes  without 
in  the  leaf!  committing  himfelf,  and 
it  would  have  been  made  a  handle 
againft  negotiating.  The  anfwer  of 
the  dire&ory  clearly  evinced  they 
had  no  real  defire  for  peace :  the- 
only  way  left,  therefore,  was  a  vi¬ 
gorous  profecution  of  the  war. 

The  duke  of  Grafton  fupported 
the  motion ;  reprobated  the  prin¬ 
ciple  and  conduCi  of  the  war,  and 
thought  peace  would  not  be  ob¬ 
tained  under  the  prefent  admini- 
ftration,  as  they  had  manifeftly 
wiftied  the  utter  deftruCtion  of  the 
French  republic  ;  and  therefore, 
were  they  even  to  obtain  peace,  the 
people  would  not  be  brought  to  be¬ 
lieve  otherwife  than  that  it  might 
have  been  concluded  on  more  ad¬ 
vantageous  terms  by  lefs  obnoxious 
men.  His  grace  adverted  to  the 
clofe  of  the  American  war,  when 

t  '  s 

the  attorney  and  foiicitor  general  had 
fet  a  precedent  for  unfaying  what 
had  been  faid,  and  undoing  what 
had  been  done,  when  the  retrac¬ 
tion  was  of  ufe  to  the  country. 
He  lamented  the  ftrides,  which  he 
thought  endangered  the  conftitu- 
tion  and  the  monarchy  itfelf;  the 
introduction  of  a  military  govern¬ 
ment,  which  threatened  annihila¬ 
tion  to  the  liberties  of  the  people ; 
and  the  arbitrary  controul  that  mi- 
nifters  had  obtained  by  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  remonftrances  to  the 
throne. 

The  motion  was  further  “refilled 
by  the  lord  prefidenf,  and  earl  Fitz- 
william,  and  replied  to,  in  an  ani¬ 
mated  fpeech,  by  lord  Grenville. 
He  regarded  it,  he  faid,  in  the  light 
of  a  pamphlet,  intended  not  to  con¬ 
fine  its  operation  to  that  houfe,  but 
meant  for  the  public.  His  lordfliip 
juftified  the  war  in  every  ftage,  and 
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vindicated  the  conduCl  of  minifters 
in  every  point  on  which  they  were 
Arraigned.  The  conduCt  of  the 
French  rendered  war  unavoid¬ 
able  ;  and,  with  refpeCt  to  conclud¬ 
ing  peace  when  Holland  and  the 
Netherlands  were  fafe,  that  was  un¬ 
der  the  tyranny  of  Robefpierre. 
He  difclaimed  the  idea  of  our  only 
iafety  confilting  in  a  helium  ad  inter - 
Ttecionem, but  thought  the  deftruCtion 
of  the  republic  an  event  favourable 
to  the  interefts  of  both  countries  : 
this  was  not,  however,  neceffary  to 
a  peace.  His  lordfhip  noticed  the 
fluctuations  in  the  French  govern¬ 
ment,  which  prevented  a  confidence 
in  their  (lability  even  at  prefent, 
and  dwelt  upon  the  difhonour  of 
making  any  terms  feparate  from 
our  allies.  Mr.  Wickham  was, 
his  lordfhip  faid,  certainly  not  au¬ 
thorized  to  negotiate,  nor  was  there 
an  inftance  of  a  perfon  thus  autho¬ 
rized  in  the  ftrft  inftance.  He  con¬ 
tended  for  the  entire  ability  of  the 
prefent  minifters  to  conclude  a 
peace  :  the  parallel,  refpeCting  un¬ 
faying  what  had  been  faid,  was 
carried  further  than  it  would  go ; 
and  the  anfwer  given  by  Mr.  Har- 
thelemi  to  the  note  of  Mr.  Wick¬ 
ham,  difcovered  that  the  prefent 
orators  of  the  republic  retained  the 
ambitious  pretentions  of  their  pre- 
deceftbrs.  The  intention  of  mi¬ 
nifters. to  re-eftablifh  the  old  French 
monarchy  was  denied  by  the  earl 
of  Mansfield,  who,  however, 
thought  that  meafure  not  only  juf- 
tifiable  in  this  country,  but  the 
moft  calculated  for  the  happinefs 
of  France  and  of  all  Europe. 

The  motion  was  ably  vindicated 
by  the  marquis  of  Lanfdowne, 
who  avowed  that  he  had  frequently 
witnefled  a  variety  of  motions  open 
to  the  fame  objections.  No  inter- 
eft  peculiarly  Britifh,  his  lordfhip 
faid,  called  upon  us  to  continue  the 

x79&  ' 


HISTOR  Y. 

war,  fince  we  were  already  in  pof-  . 
feflion  of  nearly  all  that  Britifh. 
avidity  could  defire  ;  and  what 
was  there  upon  the  continent  to 
induce  us  to  perfevere?  “  The 
good  faith  of  our  allies,  and  the 
punCtual  difcharge  of  our  engage¬ 
ments,”  was  a  language  that  coffc 
us  many  millions,  for  which  we 
had  little  or  no  return.  National 
honour  could  not  indeed  be  main¬ 
tained  too  high  :  but  what  fecurity  v 
of  reciprocity  had  we  ?  His  lord- 
fhip  entered  into  a  review  of  the 
fituation  of  Auftria,  to  drew  the 
probability  of  the  emperor  being 
compelled  to  a  feparate  peace. 
Perfeverance  in  war  was,  indeed, 
likely  to  be  ruinous  both  to  that 
country  and  this.  Another  motive 
ftated  by  his  lordfhfp  for  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  peace,  was,  that  if  both 
were  driven  to  extremities,  the  re¬ 
lative  fituation  of  the  two  coun¬ 
tries  would  be,  that  the  price  of 
labour  in  the  one  would  probably 
be  free  from  impofition,  and,  in  the 
other,  loaded  with  fuch  a  mafs  of. 
taxes,  as  muft  ruin  comparatively 
both  trade  and  manufactures.  The 
principles  that  the  war  had  been 
intended  to  prevent  the  diffe- 
mination  of,  were,  his  lordfhip 
contended,  much  more  widely  dif- 
f u fed  by  that  very  meafure,  and, 
in  faCt,  were  in  no  place  more  the 
objeCts  of  general  attention,  if  re¬ 
port  might  be  relied  on,  than  in  the 
electorate  of  Hanover.  With  re- 
fpeCf  to  the  _  practicability  of  ob¬ 
taining  peace,  he  ftrongly  fuf- 
peCted  that  there  muft  have  been 
many  openings,  not  probably  in  the 
way  of  official  queftions  and  an- 
fwers,  which  might  certainly  have 
led  to  fo  deferable  an  event,  had 
they  met  with  a  correfponding  in¬ 
clination  on  our  part.  That  this 
inclination  had,  as  was  ftated,  been 
manifefted  by  the  note  of  Mr. 
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Wickham  to  M.  Barthelemi,  he 
did  not  agree  to;  and,  in  cpntra- 
di6lio.:i  to  this  being  the  general 
mode  of  negotiation,  he  quoted  the 
negotiations  which  ended  in  the 
peace  of  176-3  and  of  1782,  both 
of  which  were  conduced  in  a 
mode  diametrically  oppofite.  It 
was  difficult  to  judge  of  the  fince- 
rity  of  men,  and  painful  to  doubt 
it ;  but,  placing  himfelf  in  the 
fituation  of  the  French,  he  fhould 
not  have  thought  minifters  fincere  : 
and  this  might  account  for  their 
anfwer. 

Lord  Lauderdale  obferved  that 
the  war  had  completely  .failed  in 
the  two  obje&s  for  which  it  was 
declared  to  be  undertaken,  —  the 
fafety  of  our  allies,  and  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  French  principles. 
He  infilled  much  upon  the  equi¬ 
vocal  appearance  of  the  late 
negotiation,  and  obferved,  that 
if  the  republic  of  France  had 
evinced  an  enmity  to  monarchical 
government  by  avoiding  the  men¬ 
tion  of  the  word  king,  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  England  had  with  equal 
care,  in  the  late  pretended  negoti¬ 
ation,  avoided  any  recognition  of 
the  republic,  or  even  the  mention 
of  its  name.  In  inveighing  againft 
minifters,  his-lordfhip  feverely  ani¬ 
madverted  upon  their  treatment  of 
admiral  Cornwallis.  The  court 
martial  againft  him  he  conlidered 
as  Gapricioufty  and  unneceffariiy 
held,  and  the  acquittal  of  the  admi¬ 
ral  as  a  difgrace  to  the  board  of 
admiralty.  His  lordftiip  pointedly 
ridiculed  the  idea  of  minifters  hav¬ 
ing  quietly  abandoned  their  old 
ground  of  objection  to  negotiate  on 
the  fcore  of  the  rapid  fucceflian  of 
rulers  in  France,  and  the  inftability 
of  that  government,  and  having 
exprefted  a  defire  to  treat  with  one 
of  the  duration  of  jive  months.  With 
refpeCl  to  the  length  of  the  motion. 


to  which  minifters  obje&ed,  f<3f 
that  they  might  thank  themfelves. 
It  was  a  long  and  black  catalogue 
of  their  abfurdities ;  and  the  matters 
to  which  it  pointed  were  too  im¬ 
portant  to  be  abridged. 

The  lord  chancellor  ftrongly  ob¬ 
jected  to  the  motion,  and  thought 
it  would  have  been  more  confident 
with  common  fenfe,  and  anfwered 
party  purpofes  perhaps  more  effec¬ 
tually,  to  have  petitioned  his  ma- 
jeftv  to  change  minifters  fo  inca¬ 
pable  and  incorrigibly  obftinate. 
His  lordfhip  ftrongly  infilled  upon 
the  advantages  we  had  gained  in 
the  war,  and  the  fiourifhing  flate 
of  our  refources !  The  motion 
went,  he  obferved,  to  condemn 
that  very  conduCl,  and  thofe  very 
meafures,  to  the  propriety  of  which 
the,  houfe  had  fb  often  affented. 
This  was  for  their  lordftiips  to  pafs 
a  vote  of  cenfure  oil  themfelves. 
On  a  divifion  of  the  houfe,  there 
appeared,  for  the  queftion  10, 
againft  it  no. 

The  fame  motion,  which  had 
been  introduced  into  the  houfe  of 
lords  by  the  earl  of  Guildford,  was 
brought  forward  on  the  fame  day 
bv  Mr.  Fox  in  the  Houfe  of  com¬ 
mons.  He  began  by  Hating,  that, 
after  the  difappointments  he  had 
incurred  in  his  different  endeavours 
to  flop  the  deftruClive  career  of 
minifters,  he  fhould  not  again  have 
addreffed  the  houfe,  except  in  ex- 
preffing  his  folemn  proteft  againft 
the  meafures  purfued,  had  not  fe- 
veral  events  occurred  during  the 
laft  year,  to  alter  the  fentiments  of 
thofe  by  whom  he  was  oppofed. 
The  event  of  thegreateft  importance 
was  the  negotiation  at  Bafle,  by  the 
event  of  which  it  was  afeertained 
that  there  was  no  immediate  pro* 
fpeFt  of  peace,  and  that  it  was  not 
in  the  power  of  thofe  entrufted 
with  the  adminift ration  of  public 
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ffaifsj  to  obtain  terms  from  the  duet  of  thofe  who  had  the  charge 
:nemy  which  they  could  offer  to  of  public  affairs, 
he  nation.  It  could  not,  there-  Mr.  Fox  then  reverted  to  our 
ore,  be  difputed,  that  our  fituation  fituation  at  the  opening  of  the 
ras  worfe  than  when,  whether  by  budget  in  1792,  three  years  after 
:onqueft  or  conceffion,  we  had  a  the  French  revolution,  when  the 
uofpedl  of  peace.  Ofthecircum-  minifter  dated  to  the  houfe  every 
lances,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  which  redu-  circumftance  which  could  prove 
ed  us  to  this  fituation,  he  pro-  the  utmoff  national  prosperity.  He 
>ofed  to  enter  into  a  detail.  What-  then  (faid  Mr.  Fox)  admitted,  that  . 
ver  might  be  urged  concerning  its  fifteen  years  of  peace  was,  perhaps. 

Lot  being  our  bufinefs  to  inquire  rather  too  much  to  exped,  but 
nto  the  caufes  of  the  evil,  but  to  we  had  as  rational  hopes  of  coiiti- 
[ifcover  and  apply  the  remedy,  he  nued  tranquillity  as  had  ever  ex.- 
ropld  contend  that  the  true  way  ifted  in  the  hiflory  of  modern  timesi 
if  getting  out  of  difficulty,  was  to  This  was  full  two  years  after  the 
eview  the  caufes  by  which  it  was  firft  revolution;  —  after  the  national 
>roduced,  and  thence  to  form  plans  aflembly  had  compelled  the  king  to 
or  our  deliverance.  The  corol-  come  to  Paris,  which  was  faid  to 
ary  of  this  proportion  was,  that  be  his  goal;  — after  the  national 
he  houfe  fliould  retrace  the  ileps  aflembly  had  annihilated  the  titles, 
aken  in  the  prefent  war,  and  and  deftroyed  the  feudal  tenures  of 
ee,  whether  much  of  its  fatality  the  nobility  ; — after  it  had  confif- 
iras  not  to  be  aferibed  to  our  own  cated  the  church  lands,  banilhed 
yftem.  He  propofed  to  look  re-  part  of  the  clergy,  and  compelled 
rofpeclively  inftead  of  profpedlive-  the  reft  to  take  an  oath  contrary 
y.  Mr.  Fox,  in  defence  of  his  de-  in  many  inflances  to  the  didtates  of 
ire  to  inquire  whether  the  prin-  their  confciences.  Even  after  the 
:iples  adled  upon  had  not  been  flight  of  the  king,  all  thefe  circum- 
undamentally  wrong,  quoted  the  fiances  were  irvfufficient  to  cloud 
rgument  of  Dernoflhenes  ;  when,  the  profpedf  of  perhaps  a  fifteen 
peaking  of  the  Athenians,  he  years’  peace.  That  minifters  fur- 
ompared  their  calamities  with  the  ther  faw  no  probability  of  a  rup- 
nifmanagement  of  their  rulers,  and  ture,  was  to  be  inferred  from  otlr 
ontendecl  that  their  misfortunes  not  at  firfl  taking  any  part  in  the 
o  far  from  being  a  caufe  of  de-  difputes  between  France  and  An- 
pair,  were  a  ground  of  hope,  flria,  by  whom  hoftirities  had  then 
‘If,”  faid  he,  u  they  had  fallen  into  commenced,  and  from  the  meafure 
hefe  mis'fortunes  by  natural  and  of  funding  the  four  per  cents, 
rremediable  caufes,  there  might  Thus  ended  the  feffion  ,of  1792; 

>e  reafon  for  defpair ;  but  if  they  in  the  fummer  vacation  o f  that 
.re  the  fruits  of  mifcondudl,  it  may  year,  a  republic  v/as  fuhdituted  for 
>e  poffible  by  wifdorn  and  pru-  a  monarchy  in  France;  an  adt 
lence  to  repair  the  evil.”  This  which,  however  unjuft  and  impo- 
irgoment,  he  thought,  applied  litic  in  thofe  by  whom  it  v/as  per- 
:xadtly  to  us,  and  there  was  petrated,  Great  Britain  as  a  nation 
ground  for  prefumption  that  the  had  certainly  no'  concern  with* 
:hange  in  our  fituation  in  four  All  the  events  that  could  be  fup- 
tears  had  been  owing  to  the  con-  poled  to  have  influence  by  ex* 
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•ample  upon  the  conftitution  of 
E\g’and,  had  already  happened. 
To  the  changes  that  had  taken 
place,  thofe  already  Hated  jacobin 
principles  were  in  full  force  prior 
to  this  event.  If  then  the  princi¬ 
ples  eftabliffied  before  the  ioth  of 
Anguft  were  calculated  to  give  mi- 
Hillers  confidence  in  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  tranquillity,  the  change  of 
that  day  could  not  deftroy  it.  Mr. 
jFox  ridiculed  the  concern  expreffed 
for  the  monarchy  of  France,  whofe 
reftlefs  ambition  had  occafioned  the 
public  debt  and  the  national  bur¬ 
dens  of  this  country.  He  thought 
there  was  a  time,  before  the  war 
broke  out  with  Auftria,  when  this 
country  might  have  exercifed  with 
effect  the  dignified  office  of  a  medi¬ 
ator,  to  which  it  was  called  by 
the  events  of  the  preceding  year. 
The  event  to  which  he  principally 
referred,  Mr  Fox  faid,  was’the  trea¬ 
ty  of  Pilnitz,  by  which  Ruffia  and 
Pruffia  avowed  their  intention  of 
Interfering  in  the  internal  affairs  of 
France,  if  they  were  fupported  by 
the  other  European  powers:  this 
certainly  was  an  aggreffion  againft 
.France.  This  treaty  was,  he  be¬ 
lieved,  only  a  menace  which  the 
parties  did  not  mean  to  carry  into 
effect:  but  that  did  not  alter  its  ef¬ 
fect  upon  France.  This  Mr.  Fox 
Inferred  from  the  fitiiationof  the  dif¬ 
ferent  courts  of  Eur ope,  which  were 
fo  circumftanced  that  no  two  of  them 
could  a  a  but  by  general  confent. 

The  dreadful  mafiacres  of  Paris, 
which  Mr.  Fox  very  feelingly  de¬ 
plored,  did  not,  however,  he  con¬ 
tended,  make  any  difference  in  our 
relative  fituation:  they  exactly  re- 
fembled  maffacres  informer  periods, 
in  which  Great  Britain  was  more 
pearly  affefted,  but  in  which  file 
did  not  interpofe.  The  invafion  of 
the  Auftriaiy  Netherlands,  which 
took  place  in  G&ober,  was  forefeen 


in  April;  would  it  not  then  havl' 
been  wife  in  this  country  to  have 
mediated  between  the  two  powers*, 
and  prevented  the  invafion?  The 
more  the  aggrandisement  of  France 
was  to  be  dreaded,  the  greater  was 
the  reafon  for  exercifing  the  office* 
of  a  mediator  before  the  war  com* 
menced.  Soon  after  this,  Mr.  Fox 
faid,  the  recall  of  lord  Gower  from 
Paris  took  away  every  means  of  ex¬ 
planation  and  conciliation  ;  mon- 
fieur  Chauvelin  was  indeed  permit¬ 
ted  to  continue  here,  but  in  a  dubi¬ 
ous  character,  and  not  treated  in  a 
way  to  favour  conciliation,  which 
brought  him  to  the  immediate  caufes 
of  the  wars  thefe,  Mr.  Fox  faid, 
had  generally  been  reduced  to  three; 

1  firft,  the  way  in  which  certain  indi¬ 
viduals  belonging  to  the  corre- 
fponding  fociety  were  received  by  the 
French  government :  fecondly,  the 
decree  of  the  19th  of  November  I 
and  thirdly,  the  claims  fetup  againft 
the  monopoly  held  by  the  Dutch 
of  the  navigation  of  the  Scheldt* 
RefpeFtffig  the  firft,  no  complaint 
was  made,  no  diffiitisfacftion  ftated. 
Refpetfting  the  decree,  was  it  ever 
complained  of?  was  its  revocation* 
or  any  explanation  of  it,  ever  de¬ 
manded  ?  This  was  a  circumftance 
fo  nearly  conne£ted  with  the  exift- 
ence  of  government,  that  he  knew 
not  how'  to  feparate  them.  A  refu- 
fal  was  made  to  recognife  the  go* 
vernment  of  France;  and  then  all 
conciliation  was  at  an  end.  The 
moment  that  all  means  of  explana¬ 
tion  were  withdrawn  by  the  recall  of 
lord  Gower,  a  virtual  declaration  of 
war  was  made ;  yet,  through  M. 
Chauvelin,  the  French  had  manifeft- 
ed  a  ftrong  defire  for  explanation.  All 
writers  on  the  laws  of  war, 'Mr.  Fox 
faid,  agreed  that  an  infult,  an  out* 
rage,  or  even  an  aggreffion,  wras 
not  a  legitimate  caufe  of  war,  unlefs 
an  explanation  is  refufed.  Was 

there, 
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ifiere^  lie.  afked,  a  man  who  believ¬ 
ed  that  if  a  negotiation  had  been 
entered  into  upon  theopeningof  the 
Scheldt,  matters  might  not  have  been 
arranged  ?  the  Dutch  did  not,  how¬ 
ever,  at  the  time,  think  the  Scheldt 
worth  difputing  about,  and,  in 
fo  little  cared  for  the  afliftance  we 
forced  upon  them,  that  Holland 
ivas  not  conquered  by  the  arms  of 
France,  but  by  tne  Dutch  them- 
feives.  It  was  a  reafon  given  againft: 
recognifing  the  French  republic, 
that  it  would  offend  our  allies ; 
avould,  Mr.  Fox  afked,  our  ally  of 
Prudia  after  (wallowing  fo  much  of 
the  treafure  of  this  country,  have 
deferted  us  one  dayfooner?  Had 
we  recognifed  it,  we  might  equally 
at  this  time  have  availed  ourfelves 
pf  the  aftiftance  of  Anftria. 

Mr.  Fox  next  proceeded,  to  a 
comprehenfive  ftatement  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  tranfafUons  of  the  war.  Soon 
after  our  taking  the  field,  the  French 
were  driven  from  Auftria,  and  Hol¬ 
land  was  fafe,  and  M:  Maret  was 
fient  to  this  country  with  propofals 
for  peace.  Thefe  were,  however, 
refufed,  becaufe  minifters  had  de¬ 
ferted  the  fvftem  of  neutrality,  and 
no  longer  confining  their  views  to 
the  fafety  of  their  allies,  but  infa¬ 
tuated  with  fuccefs,  began  to  feek 
indemnity.  Mr,  Fox  pointedly 
cenfured  the  want  of  a  determined 
objefl,  which  had  appeared  on  our 
fide  in  the  war ;  and  the  contra¬ 
dictory  circumftanees  which  this 
had  occafioned.  The  emperor  was 
taking  towns  in  Alface  in  the  name 
of  the  king  of  Hungary,  while 
were  taking  Valenciennes  for  the 
emperor,  proclaiming  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  1791  at  Toulon,  in  the  narne 
of  Louis  XVII.  and  taking  poflef- 
lion  of  Martinique,  and  fummon- 
ing  Dunkirk  for  the  king  of  Great 
Britain.  Mr.  Fox  Hated  the  horrid 
treatment  received'  by  M,  La  Fay- 
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ette,  the  friend  of  the  very  monarch 
for  whom  minifters  profefted  to 
have  taken  up  arms,  and  the  inhof- 
pitality  praftifed  to  M.  Lameth  ; 
the  behaviour  of  the  allies  to  Du- 
xnotiries  was,  he  ftated,  equally  im¬ 
politic.  It  had,  he  obterved,  been 
ftated  that  the  foie  objeft  of  Great 
Britain  was  to  procure  a  juft  and 
honourable  peace,  and  that  this  was 
the  object  of  the  confederation  of 
the  allies.  Why  was  not  that  ob- 
je<T  attempted  before  the  defertion 
of  Pruftiaand  Spain  ?  Their  fee eflion 
might  eafily  have  been  forefeen,  and 
ought  to  have  been  provided  againft. 
Mr.  Fox  entered  with  his  ufual  abi¬ 
lity  into  the  power  of  the  French  to 
preferve  peace,  but  ridiculed  the 
plea  of  not  feeking  it  till  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  a  regular  government, 
when  they  had  C tiled  themfelves  in 
a  permanent  government,  aicer- 
tained  the  extent  and  boundaries  of 
their  conquefts,  and  given  to  the 
territory  of  other  nations  the  very 
inherent  quality  of  their  own  de¬ 
partment.  He  very  ably  argued 
againft  what  had  fo  frequently  been 
advanced  refpehting  the  decayed  re- 
fources  of  France.  Whatever,  had 
been  faid,  at  this  time  tHey  appear¬ 
ed  irrefiftible.  Mr,  Fox  cenfured 
the  delay  which  had  arifen  between 
the  (pencil  from  the  throne  and  any 
attempt  at  negotiation.  The  time 
for  it  was,  he  obferved,  favourable, 
as  it  was  in  the  interval  of  a,  cam- 
paign.  The  delay  did  not  however, 
fieem  to  have  arifen  from  a  wifh  to 
confult  with  the  allies,  fince  it  did 
not  appear  that  they  either  fane- 
tinned  or  difapproved  the  negoti¬ 
ation.  He  could  not,  he  faid,  on 
the  whole  face  of  the  tranfa&ion, 
putting  himfelf  in  the  place  of  the 
French,  have  thought  minifters  fin- 
cere.  The  pretence  fet  up  by  the 
French,  that  they  cannot  give  up 
anv  territories  which  lave  been  con- 
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jfolidated  with  the  republic,  was,  he 
thought,  unjuft  ;  but  it  was  a  cir- 
cumftance  that  doubled  his  indig¬ 
nation  againft  minifters  who  had 
brought  us  into  this  lamentable  fitu- 
ation  A  complete  change  of  his 
majefty’s  councils  was,  he  thought, 
neceftary,  and  to  bring  the  coun- 
fellors  to  fee  the  errors  of  their  paft 
conduCh  Should  the  prefent  mi¬ 
nifters  prove  an  exception  to  the 
rule  that  no  minifter  who  commen¬ 
ced  and  carried  on  a  war  ever 
made  an  advantageous  peace,  they 
ill  on  Id  fhew  a  conviction  of  their 
paft  errors,  and  renounce  the  prin¬ 
ciples  on  which  they  have  aCted,  be¬ 
fore  they  can  hope  to  put  an  end 
with  honour  and  fafety  to  a  war  fo 
conducted.  We  had,  he  faid,  com¬ 
pletely  failed  in  all  the  objeCts  for 
which  it  was  undertaken.  Holland 
was  loft,  the  king  of  France  exiled, 
arid  the  power  and  aggrandifement 
of  the  republic  greater  than  ever. 
Of  our  allies,  the  king  of  Pruftia 
has  been  injured  the  leaft ;  Spain 
had  been  forced  to  make  peace  ; 
and  Sardinia,  the  very  pattern  of 
fidelity,  proves  alfo  to  be  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  misfortune.  Ruflia  had  in¬ 
deed  buffered  nothing:  her  objeCt 
was  to  plunder  Poland,  in  which 
file  had  been  collaterally  fupported 
by  England.  This,  he  obferved, 
as  a  mortal  blow  co  another  pro- 
feffed  objeCt  in  the  war,  the  preser¬ 
vation  of  the  balance  of  power.  If 
the  country  was  now  to  be  faved,  it 
was,  he  faid,  neceftary  to  retrace 
our  fteps:  all  other  remedies  were 
mere  palliatives,  and  he  therefore 
recommended  a  complete  change 
of  fvftem. 

It  was  obferved  by  the  chancellor 
ofthe  excht  quer, that, whatever  was 
our  prefent  fituation,  “  it  was  cer- 
ta'nlv  wifer  not  to  fix  our  attention 
on  the  paft but  to  look  to  what 
can  and  ftiil  remains  to  be  done. 


With  refpeCt  to  the  origin  of  tkp 
war,  Mr.  Pitt  inftfted  upon  the 
aggreffion  lying  on  the  fide  of  the 
French,  and  that  this^was  the  gene¬ 
ral  opinion  of  all  candid  and  impar¬ 
tial  men.  Inftead  ofthe  retrofpeCts 
“which  had  been  entered-  into,  it 
would  have  been  more  becoming  in 
a  friend  to  his  country  to  have 
pointed  out  the  line  of  conduct 
which  it  would  be  right  to  purfue; 
not  that  he  wifhed,  Mr.  Pitt  faid, 
to  evade  a  retrofpeCt,  but  becaufe 
he  felt  it  of  more  importance  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  houfe  to  the 
aCtual  ftate  of  things  which  appear¬ 
ed  to  have  been  entirely  overlook¬ 
ed.  The  conclufion  to  which  the 
fpeech  juft  delivered  went,  was  to 
record  a  confeffion  and  retractation 
of  our  paft  errors,  that  we  are  em¬ 
barked  in  a  conteft  in  which  wre 
wantonly  and  unjuftly  engaged, 
though  the  defence  was  in  faCt  fuch 
as  our  deareft  interefts  called  for, 
and  fuch  as  a  regard  to  juftice  and 
to  every  moral  principle  legitimated 
and  fanCtified.  Would  the  houfe 
then  relcind  all  the  refolutions  it 
had  come  to  fince  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  war?  Every  proper 
meafure  for  the  attainment  of  peace 
muft,  he  ftated,  have  been  put  in 
practice  by  him,  not  only  from 
motives  of  public  duty,  but  of 
the  perfonal  eafe,  and  to  effeCt  the 
favourite  objeCt  he  had  in  view, 
that  of  redeeming  the  public  debt, 
and  the  4.  per  cents.  With  re- 
fpeCt  to  our  having  with- held  from 
propofing  a  mediation,  the  at¬ 
tempt  would  have  been  hazardous, 
and  would  only  have  expofed  us  to 
difficulties  and  difputes,  if  we  were 
determined,  as  we  ought  to  be, 
to  enforce  that  mediation  on  the 
parties  .who  refufed  to  admit  it. 
What,  he  afked,  was  the  great  ufe 
intended  to  be  made  of  peace  if  fo 
procured  ?  Was  it  lit  that  we 
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fhouKl  go  to  war  to  prevent  the 
partition  of  Poland,  which,  how¬ 
ever  wrong,  certainly  had  no  ef¬ 
fect  in  deftroving  the  balance  of 
Europe  ?  The  attempt  to  prevent 
the  partition  of  Turkey,  which  at 
that  time  was  fo  much  inveighed 
againft,  was,  he  faid,  to  prevent 
the  partition  of  Poland.  Revert- 
ingto  the  provocations  from  France, 
Mr.  Pitt  noticed  the  often five  de¬ 
cree  of  the  19th  of  November,  and 
the  welcome  reception  met  with  in 
France  by  feditious  perfons  from 
this  country.  The  whole  conduit 
of  the  French  towards  the  people  of 
Holland  was,  he  contended,  in  di¬ 
rect  oppofition  to  their  tormer  de¬ 
clarations.  The  allowed  continu¬ 
ance  of  M.  Ghauvelin  here  as  long 
as  the  king  had  a  fhadow  of  power, 
and  the  communication  afterwards 
between  the  Britifti  minifter  at  the 
Hague  and  general  Dumouriez,  af¬ 
forded  many  opportunities  for  con¬ 
ciliation,  which  were  neglected  by 
them,  and  fucceeded  by  an  open  de¬ 
claration  of  war.  With  refpelt  to 
what  had  been  urged  of  our  averfe- 
nefs  to  treat  for  peace  under  both 
profperous  and  adverfe  circumftan- 
ces,  he  would  alk  whether  it  was  rea- 
fonable,when  a  juft  hope  was  enter¬ 
tained  of  increasing  our  advantages, 
to  rifk  the  opportunity  which  thofe 
advantages  would  procure  of  making 
better  terms ;  or  was  it  reafonable, 
when  we  experienced  great  and  de¬ 
plorable  misfortunes,  to  entertain  a 
juft  apprehenlion  of  obtaining  a  per¬ 
manent  and  honourable  peace,  on  fair 
conditions  ?  He  allowed  we  had  met 
with  ferious  and  bitter  misfortunes 
in  the  war,  but  we  had,  he  contended, 
gained  confiderably  by  a  continue 
anceinthe  conteft,  bv  theexhauftion 
of  the  trade  and  the  finances  of  the 
enemy,  by  the  capture  of  her  foreign 
poffellions,  and  the  deftrulfion  of 
per  n?,vya  With  refpelfc  to  the  ob- 
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je<ft  of  the  war,  he.  denied  that  a 
reftoration  of  the  abufes  of  the  old 
government  in  France  formed  any 
part  of  the  plan  of  minifters,  though 
they  certainly  wifhed  to  have  one  to 
treat  with,  in  which  there  ftiould  be 
no  jacobin  principles.  It  would 
certainly,  be  ftated,  have  been  very 
imprudent  in  minifters  to  have  fued 
for  peace  after  the  campaign  of 
1794,  the  unfortunate  event  of 
which  turned  againft  us  upon  as 
narrow  a  point  as,  he  believed,  ever 
occurred.  Inftead  of  minifters  giv¬ 
ing  w^y  to  alarm  at  this  period, 
they  had  fent  out  expeditions  to 
capture  the  Dutch  fettlements, 
which  we  might  either  reftore  to 
the  ftadtholder  if  he  was  reftored, 
or  retain  for  ourfelves.  Had 
terms  been  then  offered,  would 
they  have  been  better  than  at  pre- 
fent?  It  would  certainly  have  been 
advantageous  to  have  prevailed 
upon  Spain  and  Pruffia  to  continue 
the  war  till  the  enemy  was  brought 
to  terms :  but  before  any  blame 
could  attach  to  minifters  upon  this 
\  ground,  it  would  be  neceffary  to 
fliew,  that,  prior  to  their  defection, 
terms  were  propofed  to  us  which 
we  reje&ed.  The  cabinet  of  Great 
Britain  had  certainly  no  fhare  in 
the  treatment  of  M.  La  Fayette, 
nor  were  minifters  warranted  in  in¬ 
terfering  with  our  allies  on  the  fub- 
jed.  Without  entering  into  *an 
extended  detail  of  the  comparative 
fituation  of  the  Englifh  and  French 
finances,  Mr.  Pitt  ftated  that  the 
derangement  of  the  French  armies 
at  the  latter  end  of  the  laft  cam* 
paign,  the  exhaufted  ftate  of  their 
magazines  and  ftores,  and  their  ul¬ 
timate  retreat  before  the  allied  pow¬ 
ers,  furnilhed  a  convincing  proof 
that  the  rapid  decline  of  their  fi¬ 
nances  began  to  affe<ft  in  the  great- 
eft  degree  their  military  operations. 
With  refpelt  to  the  argument 
K  4  draw 4 
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drawn  from  the  diftafi.ee  of  time 
between  his  majefty’s  fpeech  and 
the  fubfequent  declaration  to  par¬ 
liament,  relative  to  a  want  offin- 
cerity  in  the  meftage  delivered  to 
the  French  minifter  at  Balle,  neither 
the  meftage  nor  declaration  profelT- 
ed  any  intention  in  the  Britilh  go¬ 
vernment  to  be  the  firft  in  making 
pacific  propofols.  Neither  could  any 
argument  of  this  nature  be  drawn 
from  our  not  having  adled  in  con¬ 
cert  with  the  allies  refpe&ing  the 
propofals  for  negotiation.  A  ready 
intercourfe  could  not  at  that  time 
be  held  with  them:  but  this  lfep 
was  not  taken  without  previous 
communication.  As  to  no  acknow¬ 
ledgment  being  made  of  the  repub¬ 
lic,  that  was  a  circumftance  which 
the  French  did  not  think  necelfary, 
fince  the  dire&ory  had  anfwered 
the  note  without  adverting  to  it. 
They  mult,  indeed,  have  been  a- 
ware  that  the  propofal  to  treat  im¬ 
plied  a  recognition.  Denmark  had 
not  recognized  it  till  the  prefent 
year.  To  have  propofed  terms  to 
the  enemy  before  the  aflurance  of 
their  willingnefs  to  treat,  would, 
he  thought,  have  been  abfurd.  As 
to  not  having  empowered  the  mi- 
nifter  at  Bafie  to  negotiate,  was  it 
ever  known  that  the  perfon  em¬ 
ployed  to  found  the  difpofition  of  a 
belligerent  party  was  confidered 
as  a  proper  minifter  lor  difcuffing 
all  the  relative  iaterefts,  and  con¬ 
cluding  a  treaty  ?  Mr.  Pitt  ftrongly 
infilled  upon  feveral  other  topics, 
to  prove  the  fincerity  of  minifters 
in  the  negotiation.  So  far  from  the 
enemy  rifing  in  their  demands  on 
account  of  their  belief  of  the  irifin- 
cerity  of  minifters,  Mr.  Pitt  obfer- 
ved,  that  if  they  really  believed  this, 
their  policy  would  have  lain  in 
making  juft  and  moderate  demands, 
which,  if  rejected,  would  prove  that 
want  of  candour,  and  that  appetite 


for  war,  which  had  been  attributed 
to  minifters.  With  refpeT  to  the 
abrupt  clofe  of  the  negotiation,  and 
the  open  communication  of  the  re- 
fult,  the  terms  propofed  by  the 
enemy  cut  fhort  all  further  treaty, 
and  the  communication  of  the  re- 
fult  would  have  at  leaft  the  import  - 
aiit  confequence  of  dividing  the 
opinions  of  France,  and  uniting 
thofe  of  England. 

Mr.  Fox,  in  reply,  alked  whether 
the  infamous  partition  of  Poland 
was,  in  any  refpedl,  to  be  compared 
with  the  circumftances  of  Turkey, 
at  Che  moment  fpoken  of:  the 
Turks,  after  unprovoked  aggref- 
fion,  were  humbled  by  the  power 
of  the  emprefs;  and  he  had,  he  faid, 
then  reprobated  the  idea  of  the  ar¬ 
rogant  interference  of  this  country, 
to  prevent  her  from  obtaining  a  juft 
indemnification.  The  principle  ad¬ 
vanced,  that,  no  matter  for  the  in- 
juftice,  fince  the  balance  of  power 
remains  the  fame,  was,  he  faid, 
terrible.  The  effedl  of  the  motion 
was  not,  he  contended,  humiliating 
for  the  country,  but  for  minifters. 
He  thought,  that  if  the  minifter 
would  reafcm  from  effedt  to  canfe, 
he  would  find  that  the  French  fi¬ 
nances  were  not  deranged  to,  the  de¬ 
gree  fuppofed,  or  that  they  were, 
now  re-eftabliflied.  The  defence 
which  had  been  fet  up  of  the  lin¬ 
earity  of  minifters,  was,  he  con¬ 
tended,  the  bell  defence  of  the 
conduct  of  the  French.  Was  it  to 
be  expedled  that  any  regard  would 
be  paid  to  a,  man  who  had  no  an* 
thority  from  the  allies  with  whom 
we  were  connedled,  no  authority  to 
make  fpecific  propofals  ?  or  would 
the  correfpondencc  with  Mr.  Wick¬ 
ham,  which  was  of  a  private  na¬ 
ture,  or  any  private  communication., 
.have  been  publifhed,  had  the  delire 
of  pacification  been  fincere  ?.  He. 
ftill  confidered  the  recognition  of 
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the  French  republic  as  of  the  laft 
Importance,  and  much  more  necef- 
fary  as  a  preliminary  of  peace  than 
the  conditional  recognition  of  Ame¬ 
rica  during  the  laft  war.  Since  the 
French  had  heftowed  upon  the  vari¬ 
ous  republics  of  Genoa,  enice,  &  c. 


their  titles  of  magnific,  doge,  &c.  &c<* 
they  had  been  on  better  terms  with  ' 
thofe  ftates.  Thhy  had  therefore 
felt  from  his  con  duel,  that  the  mi- 
nifter  had  no  ferions  inclination  for 
peace.  On  a  divifion  for  the  mo¬ 
tion,  the  ayes  were  42,  noes  216. 


I 

c  i-r  a  p.  vii. 


Finances .  Mr.  Gref  s  Motion  on  that  Subjed.  Mr.  Pitt’s  fecond  Budget* 
Debates  on  the  new  Tax  Bills.  DifcuJJion  on  the  Finances  in  the  Houfe  of 
Peers,  by  Lords  Moira ,  Grenville Ac.  The  Earl  of  Lauderdale’s  Speech 
and  Motion  on  the  fame  Subject.  Difcufion  on  the  Game  Lazos,  The 
Slave  Trade.  Bill  for  rendering  permanent,  the  Wejlminfier  Police  EJla- 
blifiment.  Bill  introduced  for  the  Relief  of  the  Quakers.  Curates  Ad. 
Bill  for  Relief  of  infolvent  Debtors  thrown  out .  Colonel  Cawthorne  ex¬ 
pelled  the  Houfe .  Dijfalution  of  the  Parliament Its  Char,  abler. 


IN  the  courfe  of  the  feffion,  the 
ftate  of  the  national  finances  was 
yery  amply  di feuded ;  and  feveral 
alarming  fadfs  were  brought  before 
the  eye  of  the  public.  Melancholy 
experience  has  fince  given  a  func¬ 
tion  to  fome  obfervations  which 
were  at  firft  efteemed  as  the  unfub- 
ftantial  vifions  of  fpeculative  men  ; 
there  is,  however,  much  reafon  to 
fear  that  the  fubjedl  has  not  even 
yet  been  fufficiently  inveftigated, 
and,  that  from  this  fmall  but  black 
and  portentous  cloud  in  the  politi¬ 
cal  atmoiphere,  a  (form  will  rife, 
which  eventually  may  overwhelm 
in  ruins  the  conftitution  and  the 
empire  of  Britain. 

As  early  as  the  19th  of  February, 
Mr.  Grey  moved  in  the  houfe  of 
commons  for  papers  relative  to 
the  finances  ;  and,  on  the  10th.  of 
March,  brought  forward  a  motion 
on  the  fubjedt  He  obferved  that 
it  was  of  the  utmoft  importance  to 
the  houfe  to  know  the  real  fituation 
of  the  country  ;  whether  we  conti¬ 
nued  to  profecute  the  prefent  ruin¬ 
ous  war,  or  looked  forwards  to 

that  moft  defirable  event,  a  fpeedy 
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peace  :  was  that 'event  even  arrived, 
the  moft  rigid  ceconomy  was  necef- 
farytous.  In  order  to  fecure  the  per¬ 
manency  of  peace,  a  very  large  naval 
force  would  be  necedary,  not  only 
as  France  would  probably  attend 
with  great  diligence  to  the  im¬ 
provement  of  her  marine,  but  as 
Ruffia,  ever  adtive,  ambitious,  and 
increadng,  had  inceffant  views  of 
aggrandisement.  On  taking  theefti- 
mate  of  the  three  preceding  years  of 
the  war,  we  had  added  77  millions 
to  the  capital  of  our  funded  debt; 
to  provide  for  the  intereft  of  which, 
taxes,  in  addition  to  thofe  already 
laid  on,  muft  be  impofed  to  the 
amount  of  2,600,0.0c  1.  This  debt* 
compared  with  the  fervice  perform¬ 
ed  while  it  was  accumulating,  was 
fo  enormous  as  to  demand  the  feru- 
pulous  inveftigation  of  the  houfe. 
The  prefent  war,  either  in  extent 
or  importance, 'was  far  from  equal 
to  that  under, king  William. — Our 
religion  and  conftitution  were  then 

o 

at  flake;  our  all  was. then  equally 
in  peril ;  and  our  exertions  to  pre- 
ferve  it  equally  varied  and  exten¬ 
sive.  44  Let  us,”  he  faid,  44  compare 

the 
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the  prefent  expences  with  what  was 
then  expended,  and  with  the  ex¬ 
pences  of  the  American  war;  and  it 
will  appear  that  the  prefent  expences 
exceed  thofe  to  a  degree  that  will 
aftonilh  the  honfe,  though  the  pro- 
fufion  prevailing  at  that  time  is 
well  known.”  He  proceeded  to 
fnevv  that  we  were  in  that  war 
matched  with  nearly  all  Europe, 
hefides  the  vaft  and  diftant  conti¬ 
nent  of  America.  There  we  had 
an  array  of  40,000  men,  whilft 
we  fupported  a  vigorous  war  in  the 
Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  and  at  Gi¬ 
braltar  braved  the  united  forces  of 
France  and  Spain.  Yet  in  fix  years 
of  that  war,  conducted  as  it  was 
with  acknowledged  prodigality  and 
lavifh  profufion,  we  had  incurred 
only  a  debt  of  fixty- three  millions. 
He  might,  he  faid,  be  told,  that  a 
war  like  the  prefent  called  for  great 
expences;  and  this  he  allowed  :  but 
fiich  expences  called  for  a  com¬ 
panion  between  the  fervice  and 
amount  of  the  debt,  with  thofe  of 
former  wars.  In  the  Lift  three 
years  there  had  been  (fpeaking  in 
round  numbers  to  avoid  confufion) 
incurred  a  debt  for  the  navy  of 
fifteen  millions  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds ;  for  the  army,  feventeen  mil¬ 
lions  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ;  for 
the  ordnance,  two  millions  fix  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  pounds*  Thefe  fums 
were  all  voted  upon  eftimate ;  the 
real  expence  was  much  greater. 
In  addition  to  this,  enormous  fums 
of  money  had  been  expended  with¬ 
out  the  confent  of  parliament.  The 
firft  article  to  which  he  called  the 
attention  of  the  houfe  was  the  navy. 
In  17B2,  the  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  for  which  the  prefent  mi¬ 
nifies*,  as  he  then  held  his  prefent 
{[tuition,  muft  be  considered  as 
refponfible,  dated  the  defire,  that  an 
eftablifhment  fhould  be  made  with 
refpect  to  future  debt,'  which  ftiall 

7 


improve  the  mode  of  payment;  and 
recommends  to  their  attention  the 
navy  and  the  ordnance,  the  dif- 
count  upon  navy  bills  having  prov¬ 
ed  them  a  ruinous  expedient.  This 
had  been  confirmed  in  1783, 
when  the  minifter  bad  afked  for  a 
loan  of  four  millions  eight  hundred 
thoufand  potmds ;  and  faid  he  had 
made  ample  provifion  for  an  ex- 
ten  five  fcale  of  expence. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  war  the 
minifter  had  pledged  himfelf,  as  far 
as  he  was  able,  to  keep  down  the 
extraordinaries  of  the  navy,  and 
to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  un¬ 
funded  debt,  as  it  had  been  buffer¬ 
ed  to  accumulate  in  preceding  wars. 
By  the  accounts  on  the  table,  the 
navy  debt  was  ftated  at  10,788^000!. 
to  this  muft  be  added  other  fums, 
and  it  would  appear  that  the  excels 
of  expenditure  beyond  the  votes 
would  amount  to  13, 700,000k 
With  all  this,  Mr.  Grev  contend- 
ed,  that  the  Britifh  trade  had  been 
more  fubject  to  depredation  in  the 
prefent  conteft  than  in  any  other; 
and  that,  with  refpecft  to  the  army? 
we  were  not  in  a  better  fituation. 
The  extraordinary  expence  for  this 
branch  of  fervice,  above  the  efti¬ 
mate,  exceeded  9,000,000!.  and 
the  vote  of  credit  was  more  than 
double  that  of  any  former  period  ? 
the  whole  fum  expended  under  this 
head,  not  fpecifically  voted  for  that 
purpofe,  amounted,  he  faid,  in  rea¬ 
lity,  to  upwards  of  14,000,000k 
over  which  parliament  had  no  con- 
troul  ;  for  the  items  had  not  been 
previouflv  fubmitted  to  it.  This  fyf- 
tem,  he  obferved,  had  been  ftrong- 
ly  reprobated  under  lord  North, 
and  that  in  a  committee  of  which 
the  prefent  minifter  was  a  member. 
He  was  ready  to  admit  that  the  in- 
creafed  expences  of  wars  would  be  in 
proportion  to  the  increafe  on  other 
expences;  but  no  advance  had  taken 
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peace  which  could  juftify  the  differ¬ 
ence  of  expenditure  between  this 
and  former  wars.  In  the  war  of  king 
William,  which  lafted  nine  years, 
the  amount  was  i,2oo,oool.  In 
queen  Ann’s  war,  which  lafted  ele¬ 
ven  years,  it  was  2,ooo,oool.  to¬ 
gether  they  did  not  amount  to  one 
half  of  the  extraordinaries  ot  the 
prefen t  year.  Yet  even  in  Wil¬ 
liam’s  time,  a  jealous  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  had  inveftigated  public  ex- 
pences.  And  what  was  our  com¬ 
fort  under  this  expence  ?  not 
even  a  fingle  vidfory.  Nor  was 
it  true  that  there  was  vail  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  neceftary  expences : 
many  then  were  precifely  the 
fame  as  now,  and  many  now 
were  added  which  were  unnecef- 
fdry.  The  extraordinaries  and  the 
votes' of  credit  in  the  years  1778, 
1779,  and  1780,  did  not  amount  to 
within  3,200,oool.  of  the  prefent. 
Let  us  compare  too  the  fervices 
performed  in  the  American  war 
and  now.  We  had  then  an  army 
of  40,000  men  adting  often  lively  : 
we  a  died  vigoroufty  in  the  Welt 
Indies:  our  Ricceis  at  Gibraltar 
was  brilliant.  What  were  the  vic¬ 
tories  of  our  armies  laft  year?  We 
had  a  continental  army  which  came 
home  without  achieving  any  thing. 
We  had  an  army  at  Hie  Dieu  and 
Quiberon :  in  the  Weft  Indies  had 
we  an  army  even  to  adl  upon  the 
defenlive?  In  the  ordnance,  we 
are  told,  there  had  been  a  great 
reform  and  reduction  of  expence  : 
for  this  fervice  2,608,000k  was  vot¬ 
ed  on  eftimate  ;  and  from  the  ac¬ 
counts,  the  extraordinaries  amount¬ 
ed  to  2,964,000k  To  this  defici¬ 
ency  every  obfervation  made  upon 
the  army  and  navy  would  apply 
with  equal  propriety.  This  mode 
of  increafing  public  expenditure 
was  unconftitutional,  condemned 
by  parliament,  recommended  in 
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the  king’s  fpeech  to  be  altered,  and 
condemned  by  the  minifter,  by  his 
repeated  promifes  that  he  never 
would  yield  to  fuch  a  fyftem  ;  yet 
this  fyftem,  fq  reproached  and  con¬ 
demned,  was  in  created  every  year 
by  that  very  minifter.  The  total 
of  fnms  expended  without  the  con¬ 
tent  of  parliament,  he  ftated  at 
31,280,000k  and  with  the  fums 
voted  by  parliament  amounted  to 
66,800,000k  funded  in  the  three 
and  Tour  per  cents,  and  fpent  in 
three  years  in  the  prefent  war  of 
difeomfiture,  defeat,  and  difgrace. 
Befides  the  unconftitutional  mode 
of  obtaining  monev  without  the 
content  of  parliament,  already  men¬ 
tioned,  there  were  other  unconfti¬ 
tutional  pradticesrm  the  part  of  the 
executive  government:  a  principal 
one  was  the  erection  of  barracks. 
It  was  alarming  enough  to  raife 
money  for  any  purpofe  without  the 
content  of  parliament;  blit  when 
that  practice  was  growing  into  a 
habit,  and  made  ufe  of  to  invade  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  people, 
it  was  not  only  a  breach  of  duty  in 
a  minifter  to  incur  fuch  expence, 
but  a  ftili  greater  breach  of  dutv  in 
that  houfe  to  fuffer  it.  Since  1 790, 
1, 100,000k  had  been  expended  for 
barracks.  This  was,  however,  not 
the  whole;  and  he  had  confcquent- 
ly  alked  for  the  expence  intended 
to  be  incurred,  and  a  fomething 
to  that  effedl  had  been  laid  before 
the  houfe;  and  he  wilhed  to  know 
whether  a  greater  in  halt  could  be 
offered  to  it  than  that  of  calling 
upon  them  for  227,850k  more  to 
be  advanced  on  this  account?  Af¬ 
ter  recapitulating  what  had  been 
advanced  on  a  former  occafion  re-, 
fpedting  barracks,  Mr.  Grey  ob- 
lerved,  that  the-  opinions  of  our 
beft  writers  were  clearly  again  ft 
their  eredtion,  and  that  they  were 
with  propriety  termed  by  judge 

Black- 


BRITISH  AND 


Blackdone  <{  inland  fortredes.”  — 
With  relpedl  both  to  national  ceco- 
tiomy  and  national  liberty,  they 
were  in  the  higheft  degree  repre- 
iiendble.  The  condudf  of  govern- 
rnept  in  the  tranfport  fervice  was 
feverely  cenfured  by  Mr.  Grey. 
Comptrollers,  he  dated,  had  been 
appointed,  to  go  through  a  part  of 
the  fatigue  of  office  .  a  new  board 
was  inflituted  ior  this  purpofe,  in 
which  he  had  been  informed  there 
were  five  com  mi  ffi  oners,  at  ioool. 
per  annum  each.  The  debt  of  the 
jiavy,  on  account  of  the  tranfport 
fervice,  he  dated  at  2,444,000!. 
This,  in  lord  North’s  admini- 
dration.  had  been  thought  an  extra¬ 
vagant  eftimatefor  building  70 
flvips  of  the  line.  Yet  our  trade, 
potwithftanding  thefe  enormous 
charges,  had  been  ill  protected; 
and  when  complaints  had  been 
„  made,  they  were  fent  from  office  to. 
office,  till  thofe  who  complained  dif- 
'  covered  they  could  have  no  redrefs. 
Admiral  Chriftian  was  deprived  of 
the  means  of  failing  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  October,  for  want  of  rea¬ 
ch  nefs  in  the  ordnance  tranfports; 
He  applied  to  the  lecretary  at  war 
- — he  was  referred  to  the  tranfport- 
oidee — and  then  to  another  depart¬ 
ment.  The  minider,  he  obferved, 
had  on  a  former  night  unwarily 
admitted  that  the  vote  of  credit  of 
this  year  was  to  be  conftdered  as 
applicable,  in  common  with  other 
votes  for  fpecinc  purpofes,  to  the 
current  fervice  of  the  year.  This, 
he  contended,  was  a  misapplication 
and  violation  of  a  vote  of  credit, 
which  was  intended  to  iuppiy  un- 
forefeen  fervices.  There  was  ft  illy 
however,  a  more  forcible  objection 
to  the  conduct:  of  miniders  in  raid¬ 
ing  money.  It  arofe  out  of 
the  contents  of  papers,  which 
dated  the  amount  of  fums  ad¬ 
vanced  from  time  to '  time  by  the 


bank,  and  outdanding.  Monels 
advanced  to  government  by  the 
bank  might  undoubtedly,  he  faid, 
receive  a  parliamentary  fandtion : 
but  it  was  a  mode, of  railing  money, 
which  had  from  time  to  time  been 
limited  by  the  juft  and  conftitu- 
tional  jealpufy  of  parliament.  When 
parliament  recognized  the  edablilh- 
ment  of  the  bank,  they  did  To 
upon  public  principles,  and  purely 
for  the  dike  of  public  utility.  No, 
maxim  was  better  underftood  in 
the  heufe,  than  .u  that  no  advance 
dial!  be  rnade  to  government  by  the 
bank  in  anticipation  of  tne  reve¬ 
nue.”  This  prevented  the  minider 
from  ha\  ing  a  command  of  money 
without  the  oonfent  of  parliament, 
and  provided  that  a  fufficiency 
faould  always  remain  in  the  bank 
to  anfwer  thofe  commercial  deal¬ 
ings  for  the  fake  of  which  it  was 
inflituted.  Thefe  falutary  provi- 
fions  had,  never  been  fo  much  in¬ 
fringed  as  by  the  prefent  minider  5. 
and  his  practice  had  been  greatly 
didreding  to  the  commercial  part 
of  the  country.  He  ferioufly  be-' 
lieved  this  to  be  the-  caufe  of  the 
inability  of  the  bank  to  affift  as.ufual 
the  commercial,  credit.  December 
the  3  id,  1 792,  they  were  in  advance 
to  government  1 1,643,000k  and 
were  in  advance  alfo  upon  two, 
votes  of  credit.  The  dims  dated 
had  been  advanced  on  bills  of  ex¬ 
change  from  the  treafury,  autho¬ 
rized  by  a  late  adl  of  parliament. 
This  practice  had  been  provided 
againft  by  the  adl  of  Will,  and  Mary ; 
but  when  a  bill  upon  a  vote  of  credit 
a  few  feffions  ago  palled  through  the 
houfe,  a  claufe  was  fomehow  or 
other  furreptitioudy  introduced,  to,, 
do  away  the  falutary  effedls  of 
that  a <51.  This  was,  he  contend¬ 
ed,  an  uneonditutional  mode  of 
railing  money,  and  noticed*  that 
lad  year  a  loan  of  unufual  magni¬ 
tude 
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had  been  railed;  —  that  in 
September  the  minifter  had  entered 
into  a  negotiation  which,  in  a  mer¬ 
cantile  houfe,  would  have  been  con- 
fldered  as  an  a£t  of  bankruptcy 
in  October  had  been  obliged  to 
meet  parliament  for  a  new  loan  ;  — 
and  in  February  had  demanded  a 
Vote  bf  credit  to  pay  off  arrears. 
While  the  minifter  contended  that 
there  were  only  five  millions  of  the 
navy  debt  to  be  funded,  ten  mil¬ 
lions  of  it  were  actually  .floating, 
feven  millions  of  which  ought  at 
ieafl:  to  have  been  funded.  The  vote 
of  credit  of2,,  500,000!.  ought  to  have 
been  provided  for.  The  intereft  alfo 
on  exchequer  bills  was  260,000k  and 
for  the  management  of  the  bank  in 
the  loan  329,000k  The  floppage  of 
the  diftilleries  could  not  be  lefs  t^n 
6oo,oooL  together  with  what  was 
to  be  taken  from  grants  for  1 796. 
The  whole  would  amount  to 
14,500,0001.  which  was  the  Ieafl: 
we  could  expeft  of  fervice  remain¬ 
ing  to  be  provided  for.  Inftead 
®>f  what  was  conftitutional  and 
what  was  expe&ed,  it  would  be 
found  upon  inquiry,  that  money 
was  voted  and  not  applied  to  the 
fervicesfor  which  it  was  fpecifically 
voted;  nay,  the  proviflons  of  an 
aft  of  parliament  had  been  in¬ 
fringed.  The  dif pofition  paper  did 
not  give  the  houle  an  account  it 
could  depend  upon.  The  money 
For  paying  and  cloathingthe  militia,, 
which  had  been  voted,  and  ought 
to  have  been  iflued  at  Midfummer 
1794,  was  now  in  arrear.  He  un- 
dei  flood,  that  8000I.  a  year  was 
paid  to  one  agent  for  money  ad¬ 
vanced  to  government,  and  that 
money  was  due  to  ftafF-officers  for 
duty  on  the  continent.  After  a 
feries  of  accurate  details,  Mr.  Grey 
contended  that  our  peace  eflablifh- 
ment  could  not  be  lefs  than 
S^ooojoool.  a  year ;  —  that  our 
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prefent  income  could  not  poiTibly 
produce  more  than  19,500,000k-— 
that,  therefore,  fliould  our  debt  be 
no  further  increafed,  we  fliould 
have  to  provide  annually  by  taxes 
2,500,0001.  more  than  we  pay  al¬ 
ready.  Mr.  Grey  called  upon  the 
houfe,  by  the  mbft  powerful  argu¬ 
ments,  to  enter  into  the  inquiry  he 
was  about  to  prdpofe,  and  to 
u  dread  the  overgrowing  influence 
of  a  mmifter,  whofe  conduft  was 
hoflile  to  the  principles  of  our  con- 
ftitution,  and  whofe  influence  it 
Was  their  dutv  to  deftrov. 

Non  hydra  fecla  cor  [lore  fir  mi  or 

Vinci  doicntcm  crevit  in  Ho  cuhmN 

He  concluded  by  moving  that  the 
whole  houfe  fliould  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  committee,  to  inquire  into 
the  ftate  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Jenkinfon  contended,  in  re¬ 
ply,  that  the  prefent  pofture  of 
affairs  afforded  no  ground  for  fuch 
an  inquiry,  and  that,  without  fuch 
as  were  peculiarly  ftrong  and  fub* 
flantial,  there  were  many  objections 
to  one  being  inftituted.  With  re- 
fpeft  to  the  comparative  expence 
with  other  wars,  every  war  was 
more  expenfive  than  the  war  pre¬ 
ceding  it;  and,  according  to  the 
wealth,  profperity,  and  extent  of 
the  nation,  this  was  an  inevitable 
confequence.  If,  at  prefent,  the 
prices  of  proviflons,  &c.  were  nearly 
doubled  to  individuals,  mud  they 
not  be  equally  fo  to  government? 
Muff  not  our  expences  and  exer¬ 
tions  alfo  keep  pace  with  thofe  of 
the  enemy  ?  If  the  war  was  jnfl; 
and  neceflarv, — which  he  fliould 
always  maintain,  fince  it  had  been 
fanftioned  by  parliament,  — then  he 
did  not  fee  why  the  expence  of  the 
war,  which  was  alfo  fanftioned  by 
parliament,  fliould  be  a  fufficient 
ground  for  inquiry  !  ! !  The  ftate- 
ments  of  Mr.  Grey  reflecting  the 

American 


BRITISH  AND 


American  war  were,  he  contended,  war  at  5.1,000,000!.  there  was  & 
erroneous,  and  the  expences  of  balance  in  favour  of  the  prefent 
France  exceeded  ours  by  feveraf  argument,  of  13,500,000b  The  re¬ 
millions.  •  The  four  laft  years  of  venues  of  the  country  were  hated 
that  war,  the  money  borrowed,  to-  by  Mr.  Jenkinfon  as  in  the  molt 
gather  with  the  unfunded  debt,  fiourifliing  hate':  and,  with  refpeci 
amounted  to  64,500,000b  and  efti-  to  its  commerce,  he  faid* 
mating  the  expences  of  the  prefent 

The  exports,  taking  the  three  laft  years  of  peace,  the 
greateft  period  of  commerce  the  country  ever  knew 
before,  the  average  of  each  year  was  -  ^.22,585,332 

The  average  of  the  laft  three  years  of  the  prefent  war,  24,453,338 


So  that  the  exports  of  the  war  exceeded  thofe  of  the  belt 

years  of  peace,  annually,  -  -  1,868, 00a 

Exports  of  the  average  of  the  three  beft  years  of  peace  as 

before,  -  10,286,000 


Average  of  the  three  laft  years  war, 

The  excefs  of  the  war  over  peace, 

The  money  borrowed  during 
this  war,  in  proportion  to  that 
borrowed  in  the  American  war, 
was  at  an  advantage  of  one  and  a 
half  per  cent,  in  favour  of  this 
country.  At  the  clofe  of  the  peace 
of  Aix  la  Chapeile,  the  funded  debt  - 
was  eighty  millions  ;  at  the  end  of 
the  next  war  it  was  140  millions ; 
which,  if  the  prefent  plan  of  fund¬ 
ing  one  per  cent,  had  been  in  prac¬ 
tice,  w  ould  not  have  been  in  exift- 
ence  at  this  time.  This  appropri¬ 
ation  of  a  million  annually  was  cal¬ 
culated  to  preferve  individual  li¬ 
berty,  the  conftitution,  and  the  very 
exiftence  of  the  country ;  and  the 
plan  of  paying  off  the  national 
debt  produced  a  faving  to  the 
nation  fufficient  to  pay  the  inter- 
eft  of  the  debt  incurred  in  the 
profecution  of  this  juft  and  necef- 
fary  war.  The  funded  fyftem 
adopted  by  the  prefent  minifter 
would  certainly  leave  a  balance* in 
cur  favour,  however  great  might 
be  the  expences  of  the  war.  The 
exertions  of  minifters,  he  contend¬ 
ed,  were  fully  proportioned  to  their 


20,964,333 

*>678,333 

expences.  In  the  American  war 
there  were  314  fhips  in  commif- 
iion ;  now  there  were  36S,  and 
thofe  larger  ;  and  our  troops, 
amounting  to  217,206,  were  far 
more  confiderable  than  in  any  for¬ 
mer  war;  our  exertions  were  greater 
than  had  ever  before  been  expe¬ 
rienced,  and  the  expence  of  fub- 
fi dies  not  at  all  too  much,  confi- 
dering  the  benefit  to  be  derived 
from  them.  There  was,  indeed,  a 
large  unfunded  debt ;  but  that  wTas 
provided  for  in  the  ways  and 
means  of  the  year.  Confidering 
the  different  quarters  in  which  the 
wrar  was  carried  on,  it  u>as  impof- 
fible  to  prefent  more  fatisfadtory 
eftimates  i  this,  and  the  compli¬ 
cation  of  eftimates,  fully  juftifiecf 
railing  fums  without  the  authority 
of  parliament  f  Mr.  Jenkinfon; 
ftrondv  defended  the  fvftem  of 

Q  j  .  j 

barracks,  as  proper  to  be  carried  to 
its  utmoft  extent.  With  refpedl  to 
what  we  had  gained  in  the  war,  he 
adverted  to  .  the  diftreffed  itate  of 
the  French  navy,  the  acquisitions 
■in  the  Eaft  Indies,  the  Cape  of 

Good 
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Good  Hope,  the  Dutch  fettlements, 
St.  Domingo,  Martinique,  and 
Corfica.  He  contended,  that,  in- 
Read  of  our  having  degenerated 
from  the  conftitutional  jealoufy  of 
our  anceftors,  a  larger  confidence 
had  been  given  to  minifters  under 
George  I.  and  II.  than  at  prefent. 
A  million  and  a  half  had  been 
raifed  for  fecret-fervice-monev  for 
ten  years,  and  no  proceedings  paffed 
upon  it;  and  afterwards,  when 
parliament  required  an  account  of 
it,  the  minifters  advifed  the  king  to 
refufe  it.  Mr.  Jenkinfon  con¬ 
cluded  by  moving  the  order  of 
the  day. 

The  arguments  of  Mr.  Grey  were 
ably  feconded  by  Mr.  Curwen, 
who  infilled  upon  the  propriety  of 
an  inquiry  into  the  expenditure  of 
public  money  for  the  fatisfaflion  of 
the  public  at  large,  by  whom  that 
money  was  raifed.  The  acqui¬ 
sitions  to  the  country,  which  had 
been  fo  much  infilled  upon,  he 
was  far  from  considering  as  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  us,  as  he  was  entirely 
of  opinion  that  colonization  tended 
to  weaken  a  country,  and  would 
finally  terminate  in  ruin.  The 
refult  of  an  inquiry  into  the  wafte 
of  men  and  money  in  our  different 
expeditions,  would  fully  prove  that 
thefe  had  been  no  advantage  to  the 
country.  After  entering  at 'large 
into  what  appeared  to  him  to  have 
been'' the  mifcondudl  of  minifters, 
he  thought,  that,  (liould  they  perfift, 
they  would  compel  the  people  to 
fpeak.  for  themfelves,  not  from  any 
love  of  French  principles,  but  from 
the  burthens  under  which  they 
groaned.  The  inquiry  was  further 
Supported  by  Mr.  M.  Robinfon  and 
Mr.  Martin.  It  was  oppofed  by 
Mr.  Steele,  Mr.  M.  Montague,  and 
Sir  Q.  Page  Turner,  who  elegantly 
obferved,  that  it  was  not  our  bufi- 
&efs  Iq  eoxifefs  our  poverty,  nor  to 
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fpoii  our  own  trade  by  crying 
/linking  fijk.  Mr.  Steele  admitted, 
that  the  expences  had  exceeded  the 
eftimates,  though  not  to  the  extent 
which  had  been  Hated.  The  navy 
eftimates,  in  the  three  years  of  the 
war,  were  about  15,000,000!.  the 
debt,  during  the  fame  period,  was 
about  13,000,000k  but  this  could 
not  be  faid  to  be  incurred  without 
parliamentary  fandfion.  The  fum 
ufually  allowed  per  man,  fince  the 
revolution,  had  not  for  fome  time, 
even  in  peacer  been  found  fuf- 
ficient.  The  minifter,  therefore, 

after  the  firft  year  of  the  war,  had 
«■  ^  7 
ftated  this  debt,  and  had  fince  con¬ 
tinued  to  do  fo,  together  with  the 
means  for  difeharging  it.  The 
whole- of  it,  except  one  million  and 
a  half,  had  already  been  provided 
for;  and  the  houfe,  by  its  proceed¬ 
ings  upon  this  ftatement,  had  fully 
fandlioned  the  tranfadfion.  The 
real  amount  of  the  extraordinaries 
of  the  army  was,  he  contended, 
only  7,500,000!.  Whatever  dis¬ 
regard  to  the  appropriation  add  had 
been  charged  to  the  prefent  mi¬ 
nifter,  the  fame  practice  had  been 
conftantly  in  ufe  in  1782,  and  for 
years  antecedent  to  the  palling  of 
that  add.  The  provifion  of  the 
prefent  year,  for  the  re-payment  of 
'  2,600,000!.  to  the  army  fervice  of 
1795,  with  the  addition  of  the  fur¬ 
ther  extraordinaries  to  be  voted,  he 
was  ready  to  pledge  himfelf,  would 
be  more  than  fufficient  to  pay  the 
army  without  leaving  fix  pence  in 
arrear.  Large  arrears  had  indeed 
been  due  to  the  ftaff ;  but  there  only 
remained  1900I.  unpaid  for  1795, 
and  i6,oool.  for  1704-  Though 
he  admitted  it  had  not  been  ufual 
to  pafs  a  vote  of  credit  fo  early,  vet 
it  had  been  applied  fix  months  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  grant.  In  regard  to 
barrgcks,  6io,oooL  had  been  ex¬ 
pended  j .  and  1 50,0961,  more  \vjj$ 
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neceffary  For  their  completion ;  in 
this  were  included  beer,  forage,  &c. 
Of  the  fix  millions  ilfued  tor  the 
difcharge  of  the  unfunded  debt, 
five  millions  and  a  half  were  in  cir¬ 
culation  before  the  war.  On  cotn- 
parifon  of  this  with  any  former 
war  except  1778,  there  would,  he 
faid,  be  found  little  difference  in 
the  expence. 

Mr,"  Grey,  in  reply,  enforced  his 
former  arguments,  and  thought 
much  of  what  had  been  urged  was 
irrelevant  to  the  fubjedt.  With  r'e- 
fpedt  to  the  provifion  faid  to  be 
made  for  the  navy  debt,  he  ob- 
ferved  that  there  had  been  no  ex¬ 
planation  in  what  it  confided.  No 
permanent  taxes  had  been  provided. 
The  lottery,  he  obferved,  was  a 
fund  in  its  nature  fo  unfixed,  that 
it  could  not  be  regarded  as  avail¬ 
able  for  more  than  incidental  claims  • 
and  emergencies.  This  fum  of 
five  millions  was,  therefore,  he  con¬ 
tended,  a  part  of  the  unfunded  navy 
debt,  and  his  ftatement  perfe&ly 
accurate.  With  refpect  to^  the 
army,  the  ftatements,  he  admitted, 
were  nearly  juft  ;  but  there  was  a 
-facing  of '  1,500,000!.  which,  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  army  debt,  formed  a 
deduction  from  'it  to  that  extent. 
Admitting  this  as  a  proper  deduc¬ 
tion,  there  remained  a  debt  of 
leven  millions  and  a  half,  confe- 
quently  an  excefs  of  two  millions 
and  a <  half  above  the  debt  m  the 
American  war.  But  this  deduction 
could  not  be  made  ;  for,  were  the 
arrears  paid,  the  debt  would  be  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  ftatement.  A  vote 
of  credit"  was  not,  as  had  been 
Bated,  an  authority  to  raife  a  fum 
which  might  be  applied  at  the  dif- 
c return  of  minifters.  I  he  act  ftated 
that  it  was  for  the  enfuing  year, 
and  for  profpefitive  unprovided  fer- 
vices ;  nor  would  he  admit  of  a 
conftrufition  which  violated  both 


the  letter  and  fpirit  of  the  afitv 
An  application  contrary  to  the 
enactment  of  a  bill  was  a  fraud  and 
a  falfehood.  The  afit  of  appropri¬ 
ation  exprefsly  directed  the  appli-* 
cation  of  fums  to  particular  (ervi- 
ces,  to  which  minifters  paid  no 
refpefit.  A  refolution  of  the  houfe’, 
May  15th,  1 71 1,  ftrongly  expreft- 
ed  difapprobation  of  6000I.  having 
been  taken  from  the  navy  fund  by 
the  minifter,  to  fupply  the  army; 
and  ftated  fuch  a  diverlion  of  the 
public  money  as  leffening  the  cre¬ 
dit  of  the  navy.  What  ought; 
then,  to  be  the  diftatisfadnon  of  the  , 
houfe,  to  behold  a  fyftem  of  uni¬ 
form  violation  of  every  a£t  of 
appropriation,  and  to  an  extent  the 
moft  alarming  ?  Other  a£ts  were 
alfo  violated.  From  the  difpofitioit 
paper,  it  appeared  that  certain  fums 
had  been  iifued  for  particular  fer- 
vices,  while  it  was  notorious  thofe 
very  fervices  were  unpaid.  Thi* 
was  the  cafe  with  the  money  for 
cloathing  the  army,  in  which  a 
balance  of  i6,oool.  was  due  front 
midfummer  1794.  With  refpeCt 
to  the  bank,  nothing  had  been  faid. 
His  original  ftatement  refpefiting 
barracks  was,  he  contended,  juft ; 
and  22  millions  of  permanent  re¬ 
venue  would  be  neceffary  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  intereft  of  the  national 
debt  with  the  accumulated  expen* 
ces  occasioned  by  the  war.  On  a 
divifion  for  the  order  of  the  day, 
moved  by  Mr.  Jenkinfon,  the  ayes 
were  207,  noes  45. 

Notwiihftanding  the  ruinous 
Bate  in  which  the  finances  of  the 
country  were  evidently  involved, 
in  the  month  of  April  two  ftrange 
though  not  unexpected  political 
phenomena  prefented  themfelves, 
to  alarm  the  thinking  part  of  the 
Britifh  fenate  :  thefe  were  a  fecond 
budget,  and  a  fecond  loan,  in  the 
fame  feffion. 

The 
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The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
bn  the  iSth  of  that  month  brought 
forward  his  fecond  budget.  He  pro¬ 
pofed  that  meafure,  he  laid,  with  a 
confiderable  portion  of  anxiety  and 
folicitude;  and  after  revolving  it  in 
his  mind  with  care  and  deliberation, 
he  approached  it  with  a  fincere  and 
rooted  confidence  in  the  refources 
of  the  country,  which  he  believed 
to  be  fufficiently  abundant  to  dis¬ 
appoint  the  proud  and  prefumptu- 
ous  expectations  which  France  had 
founded  upon  a  contrary  fuppofi- 
tion.  He  divided  the  general  dif- 
cuflion  which  he  fubinitted  to  the 
confideration  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  into  three  diftinCt  heads  : — 

Fir  if,  the  fuhftitution  of  fuch  new 
ways  and  means  as  he  fhould  fug- 
gelt  in  lieu  of  thofe  prbpofed  be¬ 
fore  Chriftmas,  which,  alter  due  in¬ 
quiry,  he  had  thought  it  policy  to 
relinquilh  : 

*  Second,  the  ftatement  of  fuch 
Services  as  had  not  been  forefeen  in 
providing  for  the  fervices  of  the 
year,  and  in  propofing  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  the  means  of  meeting  thofe 
fervices ; 

Third,  the  meafures  that  he 
thought  it  would  be  advifable  to 
adopt,  in  order  to  remove  the  di- 
ftrefs  occafioned  by  the  temporary 
demand  for  money,  and  in  order  to 
give  facility  to  commercial  credit. 

Under  the  fir  11  head  Mr.  Pitt  ob¬ 
served,  that,  in  ftating  the  ways7and 
means  in  December,  he  had  men¬ 
tioned  his  intentions  of  providing 
taxes  for  a  calculated  yearly  re¬ 
venue  of  1,1 20,oool.  of  which 
£ .135,000  was  to  arife  from  a  cer¬ 
tain  tax  on  printed  cottons  and  ca¬ 
licoes;  but  it  had  been  fince  thought 
advifable  to  withdraw  it.  As  a  fub- 
ftitute  to  the  amount  of  the  greateft 
part  of  the  deficiency  occafioned 
by  the  withdrawing  of  this  tax, 
he  fhould  propofe  a  tax  on  dogs  5 
2796. 


161 

a  meafure  firft  brought  forward  by 
Mr.  Dent,  which  he  calculated  to 
produce  ioo,oool.  a  year.  This 
fum,  deducted  from  the  amount  of 
the  deficiency  arifing  from  his  re- 
linquilhing  the  propofed  tax  on 
printed  cottons,  left  35,000b  for 
which  he  propofed  to  provide  after 
the  following  manner  :  The  duty 
on  hats  had  been  found  to  decline 
yearly  in  its  produce  fince  its  firfl 
in  flit  ution,  on  account  of  the  faci¬ 
lity  of  evading  it.  He  therefore 
propofed  a  mode  of  collecting  it,  as 
fimple  as  it  was  likely  to  be  effec¬ 
tual,  which  was,  that,  inftead  of 
being  collected  by  a  ftamped  paper, 
which  was  eafily  feparated  from  the 
hat,  it  fhould  be  colleffed  by  a 
ftamp  upon  the  lining  of  the  hat, 
in  a  way  which  would  make  it  im- 
poffible  for  the  wearer  not  to  know 
whether  he  had  or  had  not  paid  the 
duty.  This  regulation  he  efti mated 
to  produce  40,000b  per  annum 
more  than  the  old  mode  of  collect¬ 
ing  that  duty  ;  which,  added  to  the 
dog  tax,  would  produce  140,0001. 
This  fum  was  more  than  fuificient, 
he  obferved,  to  fupply  the  defici¬ 
ency  occafioned  by  abandoning  the 
tax  on  cottons. 

For  the  fake  of  uniformity,  we 
fliall  h  ere  ftate  the  remaining  tax 
which  the  miniffer  this  day  propos¬ 
ed,  viz.  a  new  duty  on  wine.  He 
contended,  that,  fuppofing  the  new 
duty  which  he  was  about  to  impofe 
fhould  contribute  towards  the  di¬ 
minution  in  the  confumption  of 
wine,  it  would  naturally  lead  to  an 
increafe  in  the  confumption  of  otuer 
liquors,  which  might  be  more  bene¬ 
ficial  to  the  country  in  other  re- 
fpeefs,  and  perhaps  equally  pro¬ 
ductive  to  the  revenue.  As  to  the 
danger  of  a  decreafe  in  the  coa- 
fumption,  he  felt  no  anxiety  on 
that  account,  becaufe  he  found  that 
the  iaft  tax,  inftead  of  operating  to 
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promote  that  decreafe,  had,  on  the 
contrary,  been  attended  with  an  in¬ 
creafed  confumption  of  that  article. 
He  propofed  to  the  houfe  a  tax 
which  would  make  an  addition  of 
fixpence  a  bottle  to  the  con  funner. 
This  would  amount  to  20I.  per 
tun,  exadtly  the  fame  as  the  former 
tax,  and  would  produce  annually 
6005000I.  As  he  wifiied  for  a 
fum  of  ready  money  to  pay  the 
bank  their  fliare  of  the  navy  debt, 
&c.  he  fliould  make  it  attach,  like 
the  former  tax,  immediately  on 
the  vender  according  to  his  Hock 
in  hand,  which  he  calculated  to 
produce  between  350,000k  and 
360,000k  From  900,000k  to 
1, 000, 000k  would  therefore  be 
the  produce  of  the  prefent  year  to¬ 
wards  the  fum  permanently  ne cel- 
far  y  to  defray  the  fum  borrowed  ; 
a  confiderable  portion  would  not 
be  paid  in  the  prefent  year,  parti¬ 
cularly  on  extra  ordinaries  ;  there 
would  therefore  be  a  large  furplus 
of  calh  in  the  prefent  year,  appli¬ 
cable  to  the  purpofes  hereafter  to 
be  mentioned. 

Upon  the  fubjeci  of  a  fcarcity  of 
money,  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  allowed  there  had  exifled  an 
inconvenience  from  the  increafed 
demand.  This  fcarcity,  he  con¬ 
tended,  was  rather  the  refult  of  the 
increafed  commerce  bf  the  country 
than  of  its  decreafe.  and  t»f  the  po¬ 
verty  of  the  nation.  One  of  the 
caufes  of  the  prefent  temporary 
fcarcity  was  the  fupport  ol  our  fo¬ 
reign  allies,  and  our  army  extraor¬ 
dinaries:  but  there  were  other  cauf¬ 
es  not  cormedfed  with  the  difficulties 
of  the  country,  but  connected  with 
its  !aro;e  growing  refources  and  rich 
increaHng  profpenty  ! ! !  It  was  a 
well  known  fa  Ft  to  deep  and  acute, 
politicians,  that  the  circulating  me¬ 
dium  of  k  country  mult  bear  a  cer¬ 
tain  proportion  to  the  extent  of 
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adtive  capital,  and  to  the  extent  of 
commercial  fpeculation.  The  re¬ 
medy  he  propofed  for  this  fcardty 
of  calh,  was  the  funding  of  the  uim 
funded  debt,  becaufe,  under  fuch 
circumfiances  as  the  prefent,  there 
would  naturally  be  a  confiderable 
demand  for  difcount  at  the  bank, 
and  the  large  unfunded  debt  would 
make  it  impoffible  in  the  bank  to 
fiipply  the  merchants  fo  much  in 
advance,  as  they  might  do  if  the 
debt  were  funded.  He  therefore  pro¬ 
pofed  the  funding  of  3,500,000k 
of  exchequer  bills,  for  which  an 
additional  interefl  of  two  and  a  half 
per  cent,  would  be  to  be  provid¬ 
ed,  and  alfo  to  find  calh  for  the 
500,000k  of  navy  bills  held  by  the 
bank.  The  feven  millions  and  a 
hajf,  which  he  propofed  to  raife, 
would  be  applicable  to  affilf  the 
bank,  whi lit  it  provided  for  the 
different  fervices  incurring  and  in¬ 
curred.  He  obferved  that  the  two 
objects  of  providing  for  the  remain¬ 
ing  fervice  exifting  or  forefeen, 
and  for  giving  that  relief  necefiary 
from,  the  general  Hate  of  credit, 
would  produce  an  increafe  of 
interelf  of  the  annual  fum  of 
575,000k  a  year.  It  was  therefore 
important,  for  the  purpofe  of  raif- 
iog  the  juft  hopes  of  this  country, 
and  of  diminifhing  the  hopes  of  our 
enemies,  that  we  ihould  lliew  that 
our  refources  were  equal  to  meet 
the  fervice  and  all  the  exigencies  of 
the  prefent  year. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
alfo  Hated  to  the  committee  the  in¬ 
creafed  charges  ill  the  army,  ordnance $ 
and  naiy,  which  it  might  be  neceilary. 
to  provide  for,  and  which  had  oc¬ 
curred  fince  the  flatement  of  the 
budget  at  Chriftmas ;  as  alfo  the 
fervices  which  were  not  at  that  time 
forefeen,  and  the  mode  which  he 
meant  to  propofe  for  defraying 
therm  . 

That 
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That  mode,  he  faid,  was  con¬ 
nected  with  another  objeCt,  viz. 
that  of  giving  relief  to  the  general 
Rate  of  credit  in  the  country,  and 
to  the  demand  for  accommodation 
in  the  commercial  world.  The 
meafure  was  to  take  out  of  the  mar- 
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ket  a  great  proportion  of  the  paper 
conftituting  the  unfunded  debt,  and 
b)  that  means  to  relieve  the  bank 
from  the  advances  which  they  had 
made,  fo  as  to  enable  them  to  allot 
a  larger  fum  of  money  to  commer¬ 
cial  difcounts,  \  ‘ 


Charges  to  be  provided  for,  and  which  had  occurred  fince  the  ftatement 

of  the  firft  budget. 


Of  fervices  not  provided  for  under  the  head  of  army  ex* 
j  traordinaries,  which  had  occurred  Race  the  3  iR  of  De¬ 
cember  * 

Of  ordnance  -  -  '  -  2.00,600 

The  additional  fum  required  for  building  barracks,  efti-  ,.0 

,  mated  at  -  T  -  :  -  2.67,000 

The  fum  for  fecret  fervice,  above  the  fum  included  in  the  ?  i 
laft  efti.mate*.  and  including  relief  for  the  clergy  of 
France  -  :  r:  m  1  po,pq,o 

And  the  fum  which,  in  the  laft  ftatement,  the  ways  and 
meaiiS'  Were  fhort’  of  the  fupply  -  .  .  * 


•  ,  *  ,  X  *  -  A  .  .  O  -  •  .  1  J 

Thefe  fervicesrmade  together -  ~ 

To  which  he  added'  a  fum  which  he  felt  would  be  necef-,  * 
fary  to  make  good  the  further  army  extraordiharies' up' 
to  the  end  of  the  year  1706  -  «  , 

...  .  *</.  V  7 f f  .  •  !•<  .idl  >0 


►*» 


Making,  in  all,  of  new  fervices  above  the  ftatement  opened 

in  the  month  of  December  laft  for  tlie  fervices  of  fneJ  J 

■  r.  i  0:  j,  j  to  )o 


current  year,  the  fum  of 


>fii 
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He  next  proceeded  to  the. pro vi- 
fion  which  it  was  necefiary  to  make 
for  the  funding  of  fuch  parts  of  the 
increafe  of  the  navv  debt  during 
the  war,  as  had  not  been  provided 
for  in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding 
years,  and  not  to  leave  any  which 
had  not  been  provided  for  of  that 
debt  incurred  ftn.ce  the  comrnence- 
^  ment  of  the  war,  or  rather -fince 
the  firft  of  December  179,1. 

The  fum  for  which  in  ter  eft  was 
found  in  the  Courfe  of  the  year 
1795,  amounted  '  toJ  3,59416601. 
becatjfe  it  had  been  the  cuftom  al¬ 
ways  to 'make  provifion  in  the,pre* 


ceding  year  as  far  as  may  be, calcu¬ 
lated  ;  to  that  niuft '  now  be  added 
1,640,000].  of  navy  debt  already 
1  incurred. ,  {  >  ,rr;.  .  j  : 

He  next. ftated.wRat:  debt  it  might 
be., found,  fnpcfcfTaryf' t.oi  Incijr*  ,fub? 
poling  the"* war  to,  continue  to  tl>e 
31ft  of  December^!  796 1 '  He‘:fraii 
mentioned  it  before  Chriftijaas  as 
likely  to  amount  ’to  2,506,000!. 
but  as  that  debt  had  ftretched  cut 
by1  -the  operation  of  unforefeen 
caufes  '.to  ;'the  amount  bf  pbove 
i,6oo,o6ol.  more  than  was  Then 
expected,  the  other  additional  ex* 
peaces  of  the  prelent  year  lie  efti* 
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mated  at  1,500,000k  which*  in 
addition  to  the  former  computation 
of  2,500,000!.  would  produce  a  na¬ 
vy  debt,  up  to  the  3  ift  of  Decern1 
ber  1 796,  of  4,000,0001 ;  and  he 
further  remarked,  that  though  be 
had  hated  a  farther  increafe  of  the 
extraordinaries  of  the  army  to  the 
amount  of  1, 200,000!.  yet,  if  un¬ 
der  all  the  circumftances  a  further 
increafe  of  8oo,oooh  fhould  be 
unexpectedly  incurred,  he  begged 
to  inform  the  committee  that  there 1 
were  resources  to  provide  for  the 
whole  amount. 

He  next  obferved,  that,  as  it  be¬ 
came  necefiary,  under  the1  prefent 
circumftances,  to  diminifli  the  un¬ 
funded  debt,  by  taking  '3,500,600!. 
in  exchequer  bills  out  of  the  market, 
it  became  alfo  necefiary  to  borrow 


that  fum.  Intereft  for  this  firm,  to 
the  amount  of  three  and  a  half  per 
cent,  had  been  provided  already; 
but  in  order  to  fund  this  debt,  it 
was  necefiary  to  provide  two  and  a 
half  per  cent,  to  make  up  the  defi¬ 
ciency  of  the  intereft ;  this  two  and 
a  half  per  cent,  upon  3,500,000!. 
would  amount  to  87,500!. 

There  was  one  more  contingent 
ftrvice  which  he  mentioned  as 
likely  to  occur  in  the  prefent  year  : 
this  was  a  probable  allowance  of 
1,600,000  for  bounties  on  corn  to 
be  imported.  He  told  the  commit¬ 
tee  that  he  had  no  doubt  but  that 
we  might  how  look  annually  to  the 
Eaft  India  company  for  the  500,000k 
which  had  been  fet  down  as  the 
eftimated  participation  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  in  their  profits. 


From  the  foregoing  heads,  the  fum  to  be  permanently  charged  upon  the 

country  was  as  follows  : 

-  .  I 

Thelntereft  of  the  fum  pf  2,500,000k  of  fervices  added 
to  thofe  in  his  former. ftatement,  including  the  one  per 
cent* towards  the  finking  fund,  was  -  ^.150,00* 

The  difference  of  the  intereft  on  the  navy  debt  unfunded 

was  .....  t>. .  r - 1  -  98j40Q 

Intereft  on  the  4,000,000k  of  navy  debt  -  240,000 

The  difference  off  the  intereft  ori'tHe  fum  of  3,500,000k  of 
'  exchequer  bills  above  the  rate  of  intereft  already  pro¬ 
vided  for  them  -  -  87,500. 


a  *  -r— — • 

Making  all  together  the  annual  fum  to  be  provided  for  by 

taxes,  of  575,900 


And  the  .amount  of -the  money  to  be  raifed  by  loan  in  order  to  make 
the.  operation  immediate  for  the  benefit  of  the  commercial  world,  and 
io  be  .appropriated  in  the  manner  which  he  had  ftated,  was  this: 

The  amount,  of  the  extraordinary  fervices  for  the  year 


1796,  waj 

The  fum  of  exchequer  bills  to  be  bought  from  the  bank, 
or  from  the  market,  was  - 

The  fum  of  navy  bills  to  be  bought  from  the  bank  was 
And  the  fum  to  be  repaid  the  bank  for  the  advance  they 
b.  had  made  in  exchequer  bills,  on  the  fecyrity  of  the  con* 
C  ffolidated  fund,  was  -  - 

r  -** 

■  tv  ^  -  •  T  •  '  *> 


2,500,00a 

3,500,000, 

500,000 

1,000,000 


ftjaklng  together  the  fum  to  be  borrowed  "by  a  new  loan,  of 


£.7, 500, 000 


The 
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The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  this  fecond  loan  of  feven  millions 
Rated  to  the  committee  the  terms  and  a  half.  Thefe  were  as  fol- 
ypon  which  he  had  been  enabled  low: 
to  raife  fo  large  a  fum  of  money  as 

jf.120  o  o  3  per  cent,  confols.  at  67!,  amounting  to  ^/\So  8  o 

3  per  cent,  reduced  at  661.  -  -  16  10  o 

£  6  Long  annuities,  which  at  18^  years*  pur- 

*J  chafe,  amounted  to  -  '  >  -  31  q 


♦ 


By  this  bargain,  be  laid,  the  bonus 
was  only  il.  19s.  gd.  the  leaR,  he 
believed,  that  had  ever  been  given 
for  any  loan  in  this  country. 

To  this  was  to  be  added  half  the 
ufual  difcount,  in  confequence  of 
the  more  rapid  payment  of  inftab 
ments.  which  were  all  to  be  com¬ 
pleted  in  half  a  year  from  the  'pre- 
fent  time.  The  amount  of  the 
difcount,  which  might  be  Rated  at 
the  rate  of  3  per  cent,  per  annum, 
or  at  the  rate  of  about  il.  7s.  be¬ 
ing  added  to  the  furplus,  above  the 
Rate  of  the  funds,  made,  in  the 
whole,  a  bonus  of  3I.  6s.  qd.  He 
contended  that  the  facility  with 
which  this  money  was  railed  de- 
monRrated  the  flouriflhing  Rate  of 
our  refources,  and  the  confidence 
of  the  monied  men.  He  faid,  the 
imports  and  exports  in  the  moil 
fiourifliing  year  of  peace  in  this 
country,  in  179c,  amounted  to 
29,509,000!.  and  in  the  year  1795? 
the  third  year  of  the  war,  they 
amounted  tp  27,270,0001.  This, 
he  faid,  went  beyond  the  theore¬ 
tical  fpeculations  of  gentlemen  o,n 
.  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe,  and 
fpoke  the  true  Rate  of  the  country 
to  Europe  and  to  the  whole  world. 
He  pointed  out  the  finking  fund 
as  an  increasing  fum  of  gradual 
liquidation,  which  would  fave  to 
the  country  a  perpetual  tax  of 
4,090,009!.  for  the  expence  of  thi^ 
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war,  and  convert  it  into  an  annu¬ 
ity  that  muR  be  redeemed  in  40  or 
50  years.  He  could  not,  he  faid,  re- 
RR  the  impulfe  he  felt  to  fliew  that 
nothing  fliould  difcourage  us  from 
perfevering  in  a  war  r whofe  end  was  fo 
laudable ,  and  which  involved  our 
deareR  and  moft  complicated  in- 
tereRs.  He  did  not  mean  to  allude 
to  a  late  tranfadlion,  the  propofal 
of  Mr.  Wickham  to  the  directory ; 
but  he  was  convinced,  from  the 
abjedl  manner  in  which  the  re- 
fources  of  this  country  had  been 
Rated  by  gentlemen,  that  the  ene¬ 
my  considered  themfelves  warrant¬ 
ed  in  keeping  up  their  haughty 
tone,  in  dilating  terms  to  this 
country.  He  pointed  out  the  ru¬ 
ined  Rate  of  the  finances  of  France, 
and  concluded  by  exclaiming, 
“  The  ultimate  ifilie  of  the  conteft 
mujl  be  glorious ,  if  we  are  not  want¬ 
ing  to  ourfelves !  We  Rial],  by  the 
hiefiing  of  providence,  deliver  our¬ 
felves  from  the  worR  of  dangers, 
and  at  the  fame  time  tranfmit  to 
poflerity  a  moR  ufeful  leflon,  that 
a  bankrupt,  turbulent,  and  lawlefs 
nation,  cannot  meafure  itfelf  with 
the  fpontaneous  and  well-regulat¬ 
ed  condudt  of  a  free  and  loyal 
country !  1  !5> 

The  fubjedh  of  the  fecond  bud¬ 
get  produced  a  long  and  ardent  de¬ 
bate.  Mr.  Grev  took  the  lead  on 

y  ■ 

the  op  pod  tip  a  fide  of  the  houfe. 

L  $  He 


BRITISH  AND 


t$6 

He  faid,  that  if  Mr.  Pitt  had  come 
forward  to  date  that  by  a  diminution 
of  the  expence  of  the  public  fer- 
vice,  an  alleviation  of  the  public 
burdens  was  become  practicable, 
Jnftead  of  coming  forward  with  a  _ 
budget  for  the  third  time  in  the 
{pace  of  fourteen  months,  then  he 
might,  with  fome  degree  of  j  office, 
have  afiumed  the  air  of  triumph 
with  which  that  evening  he  had  fo 
vainly  attempted  to  cover  his  in¬ 
ability  and  mifconduft.  On  that 
day  of  humiliation  to  the  country, 
the  houfe  had  fome  reafon  to  ex¬ 
pert  a  confefiion  of  contrition  be¬ 
coming  his  dtuation.  He  had  been 
obliged,  however,  to  confefs,  if 
not  in  words,  at  lead  virtually  and 
in  effedf,  that  formerly  he  had  not 
fairly  and  candidly  unfolded  the  true 
date  of  affairs;  —  to  avow  to  that 
houfe  of  commons  which  had  dif- 
■mifled,  without  inquiry,  every  pro- 
podtion  that  had  been  dated,  every 
faCt  that  had  been  maintained  upon 
the  fubie<d  of  finance,  that  it  was 
‘now  necedary  to  adopt  fome  mea- 
fure  to  remedy  the  mifchiefs  which 
the  folly  of  his  conduCt  had  occa- 
doned,  and  to  acquiefce  in  the 
exidence  of  evils,  which,  but  for 
the  prudent  conduct  of  others, 
might  have  produced  the  mod  fa¬ 
ta!  confequences. 

The  bank,  by  withdrawing'  their 
difcounts,  had  forced  him  to  the  de¬ 
clarations  he  had  jud'  made,  which 
ought  to  convince  the  houfe  of  their 
error,  in  having  rep  odd  inch  im¬ 
plicit  confidence  in  his  former  date- 
ments.  Mr.  Grey  then  obfefved, 

y  7 

that  in  fome  indanc.es  the  argu¬ 
ments'  of-  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  respecting  the  flouridling 
date  of  our  commerce,  were  falla¬ 
cious.  It  was  no  uncommon  prac¬ 
tice, "to  prevent  midakes,  for  mer¬ 
chants  to  enter  the  goods  which 


they  export}  oftener  than  once;  and 
when  it  was  taken  into  confidera- 
tion,  alfo,  that  the  amount  of  the 
exports  wa h  confiderably  increased 
by  the  expenditure  of  the  war  itfelf, 
his  reafon i n g  upon  this  head  would 
not  prove  fo  fatisfadtory  as-  the 
houfe  at  fird  might  be  apt  to  con¬ 
clude.  But,  however  that  might  be, 
an  increafcd  commerce  afforded  no. 
excufe  for  an  increafed  extrava¬ 
gance  ;  nor  would  it  ever  fuper- 
fede  the  necedity  impofed  upon 
that  houfe  of  inquiring  into  the 
amount  and  the  fairnefs;  of  the 
burden  to  which  tlqeir  condiments 
were  fubjedled, 

Mr.  Grey  then  proceeded  to  fake 
notice  of  the  expences  incurred 
fince  the  opening  of  the  budget, 
and  the  means  which  had  been 
propofed  for  defraying  them.  With 
regard  to  the  tax  on  dogs,  as  a  fub- 
ditute  for  one  on  cottons,  if  it 
would  produce  ioo,oool.  a  year,  he 
had  no  objection  to  its  taking  effe<5h 
He  was  ftruck  with  furprife  at  the 
edi mates  for  unprovided  fer vices, 
which  had  occurred  dnce  the  lad 
budget.  The  additional  extraor- 
din^ries  of  the  army  were  edimated 
at  535,000b  the  demands  for  the 
ordnance  at  200,000b  the  ex- 
pence  of  barracks  at  267,000b 
the  deficiency  of  the  civil  lift,  a- 
rifmg  from  fums  applied  to  fecret 
fervices,  at  100,000b  and  the 
edimated  deficiency  of  taxes  at 
177,000b  amounting  in  all  to 
1,279,000b  In  February  1795, 
he  faid,  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  received  a  loan  of  unpar¬ 
alleled  extent.  In  September  he 
was  obliged  to  have  recou rfe  to 
new  and  u mi fual  inodes  of  railing- 
money.  In  December  he  came 
forward  with  a  budget,  in  which  he 
allured  the  houfe  and  the  country 
that  he  had  made  abundant  provi¬ 
dent 
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{ion  for  all  the  expenses  of  the  en- 
fuing  year.  Since  that  time  no  un- 
forefeen  neceffities  had  arifen,  no 
new  demands  had  occurred,  to  juf- 
tify  the  impofition  of  frefli  burdens 
upon  the  people.  Mr.  Grey  then 
went  into  an  examination  of  the 
datement  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  given 
of  the  unfunded  debt,  in  which  he 
pointed  out  much  fallacy  and  error. 
In  1794,  he  faid,  there  was  funded 
about  1,500,000!.  and  in  1795, 
i,6oo,oool.  and  on  the  31ft  of 
December  lad,  there  remained  due 
for  navy  fervice,  12,335,000!.  in¬ 
cluding  10,350,000!.  incurred  in 
the  courfe  of  the  lad  year  :  fo  that 
though  the  taxes  proved  as  produc¬ 
tive  as  was  expected,  there  would 
be  left  unprovided  for,  indead  of 
1,640,0001,  near  7,000,000!.  This 
event,  however,  reded  upon  the 
fuppofition  of  the  taxes  anfwering 
the  minider’s  expectation ;  which 
was  much  to  be  doubted.  Fie  urged 
that  the  expectations  of  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  upon  the 
produce  of  the  wine  tax  were  un¬ 
warrantably  high ;  he  thought  that 
as  much  wine  would  not  be  con- 
fumed  as  before. 

He  next  called  upon  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  go  into  an  inquiry  into 
the  date  of  the  finances,  and  faid, 
that  if  the  honourable  gentleman, 
jndead  of  fine  fpeeches,  would  only 
furnifh  him  with  a  few  papers,  he 
xvould  pledge  himfelf  to  drew,  not- 
withdanding  the  enormous  loan  of 
twentv-five  millions  which  had 
been  voted,  that,  he  had  not  pro¬ 
vided  intered  for  the  outdanding 
debt.  He  then  re-dated  what  he 
had  obferved  on  a  former  occafiou 
refpeCting  a  peace  edablifiiment, 
which  might  now  be  edimated 
at  twenty-two  millions,  u  Nov/ 
let  us  confider  for  a  moment,”  faid 
Mr..  Grey,  “  the  means  we  have 
to  fupport  this  edablifiiment.  The 
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net  produce  of  the  taxes  lad  year 
amounted  to  15,735,876!.  which, 
together  with  the  land  and  malt,  ef- 
timated  at  about  3,000,000!.  will 
make  out  a  danding  annual  reve¬ 
nue  of  19,000,0001.  dill  leaving 
2,500,0001.  a  year  to  be  provided 
for  by  annual  permanent  taxes.” — - 
He  deprecated  companions  between 
the  dtuation  of  this  country  and 
that  of  France,  as  infallibly  leading 
to  error,,  as  a  means  which  had  de¬ 
luded  the  people  of  this  country 
into  a  conted,  conducted  without 
ability,  and  not  to  be  terminated  by 
the  prefent  miniders  with  honour. 
He  concluded  with  pledging  him^ 
felf  to  the  houfe,  if  they  would  go 
into  a  committee  of  inquiry,  to 
prove  that  the  intered  of  the  public 
debt,  to  a  great  amount,  dill  re¬ 
mained  unprovided  for. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
replied  to  feveral  of  the  oblerva- 
tions  made  by  Mr.  Grey.  The 
latter  had  afferted  ihat  the  navy 
debt  incurred  in  1795  amounted  to 
near  io,ooo,oool.  Mr.  Pitt  main¬ 
tained,  that  indead  of  fuch  increafe, 
the  fums  incurred  for  that  period 
amounted  only  to  6,ooo,oooI.  the 
intered  of  which  had  been  pro¬ 
vided  for.  The  navy-debt  for*i  796, 
the  minifter  calculated  at  4, 000,  oool. 
but  Mr.  Grey  edimated  it  at  double 
that  fum.  This  was  a  propofition 
to  which  Mr.  Pitt  could  not  agree; 
but  allowed  there  might  be  J'ome 
variation  in  the  navy  debt,  more  or 
lefs,  riot,  however,  to  an  amount 
fo  great  as  4,ooo,oocl.  He  called 
the  attention  of  the  houfe  to  the 
prohibition  of  the  didilleries,  whicfj. 
occafioned  a  falling  off,  on  an  a- 
verage,  of  one-third  of  the  duties; 
but  this  accidental  defalcation  would 
be  retrieved;  and  the  duties,  on  the 
fair  average  of  four  years  previous 
to  the  lad  year,  were  in  a  progreflxve 
date  of  improvement.  Mr.  Pitt 
1, 4  %  con- 
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concluded  with  entering  into  a  de¬ 
tail  to  fiiew  that  Mr.  Grey  had  mif- 
qalculated  the  probable  peace  efta- 
.blilhment,  and  vaguely  alferted  that 
there  were  refources  fufficieot  to 
anfwer  all  future  demands  which 
could  be  forefeen. 

Mr.  Fox  fupported,  with  his 
ufual  ability,  the  fame  fide  of  the 
queftion  as  Mr.  Grey,  and  agreed 
with  the  generality  of  the  excep¬ 
tions  taken  by  him  to  the  ftate- 
ments  of  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer.  He  faid  that  much  vehe¬ 
mence  of  language  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  upon  former  occafions  to 
fnew  to  that  houfe  the  defperate 
iituation  of  the  French  finances. 
The  minifter  had  exclaimed,  “  Hear 
what  the  French  fay  themfelves, 
and  fee  whether  they  are  not  in 
their  lafl  apmnv  !”  The  houfe  had 

O  4 

been  told  u  that  the  French  were 
not  on  the  verge  but  in  the 
gulph  of  bankruptcy.”  God  for¬ 
bid,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  that  we 
fhould  fight  a  country  under  the 
hope,  and  no  other,  that  fuch  a 
country  was  in  the  gulph  of  bank¬ 
ruptcy:  nothing  could  be  Obtained 
from  fuch  a  contell.  By  fuch 
folly  vve  had  added  to  the  capital 

of  our  enormous  debt  from  thirty 
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to  forty  millions  in  the  courfe  of 
little  more  than  a  year.  Thefe 
very  people  of  France  who  were  in 
the  gulph  of  bankruptcy  a  long 
time  ago,  had  made  it  neceftary  for 
the  minifter  to  borrow  7,000.000!. 
more  in  the  courfe  of  one  feifion 
than  he  faid  he  had  occafion  for 
when  he  brought  forward  the  fum- 
mary  of  the  public  expenditure. 
Mr.  Fox  took  notice  alfo  of  the 
arrears  which  government  had  in¬ 
curred  in  various  branches  of  the 
public  fervice.  He  underfloor!,  that, 
even  in  the  fmallefl  penfions,  go¬ 
vernment  were  in  arrear.  Even 


the  miferable  pittance  which  was 


allowed  to  the  French  emigrants, 
who  exifled  from  day  to  day  upon 
that  pittance,  and  whom  we  ha*d 
fo  fcandaloiifly  deluded,  was  not 
pundually  paid. 

Mr.  Alderman  Newnham  rofe, 
not  to  oppofe  any  part  of  the  mi- 
nifter’s  fpeech,  but  to  make  feme 
oblervatioiis  upon  the  loan.  It 
was  to  all  intents  and  purpofes, 
and  contrary  to  the  approved  fyf- 
tem,  a  Jkut  up  and  clofe  loan  ;  a 
competition  had  been,  to  his.  own 
knowledge,  offered  by  fifteen  or  fif¬ 
teen  refpeilable  houfes  in  the  city; 
and  they  had  received  no  anfwer, 
nor  any  reafon  why  their  offers 
were  not  attended  to.  MefFrs,  Boyd 
and  Benneld  feemed  to  have"  a 
fort  of  claim  from  the  terms  of 
the  former  loan;  but  while  they 
infilled  on  this  claim  for  themfelyes, 
they  denied  it  to  others  who  had 
been  fubferibers  to  the  former 
loan;  thus  refilling  to  perfons 
equally  entitled  what  they  claimed 
to  themfelves. 

Mr.  Grey  approved  of  what  had 
fa  len  from  the  alderman;  and,  to 
ufe  a  falhionabJe  phrsfe,  he  fliould 
like  to  know  when  the  Loan  Levi¬ 
athan  was  to  be  falls fied,  or  hour 
long  he  was  to  have  loans  upon  his 
own  terms.  Mr.  Grey  here  al¬ 
luded  once  more  to  the  difference 
between  Mr.  Pitt  and  him,  on  the 
amount  of  the  peace  eftablilhrnent, 
the  navy  debt,  and  the  mifappli- 
cation  of  money, —  contending  that 
his  ftatements  were  eflablifhed  by- 
fails,  and,  the  right  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman’s  only  relied  on  {peculation.; 
He  infilled,  that,  when  money  was 
voted  by  parliament  for  any  fpeej- 
fied  purpofe.  it  was  a  grofs  violation 
of  law  to  appropriate  it  to  any 
other;  and  the  perfon  who  cud.  fqt 
ought  to  be  fu bjedt  to  an  impeach¬ 
ment.  ;• 

Mr.  Sheridan  concurred  in  tfe 

obfer- 
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«bfemtions  made  upon  the  ftate  of 
fhe  finances  by  Mr.  Grey,  and 
contended,  that,  upon  the  event  of 
a  peape,  new  taxes  would  be  necef- 
fary  for  more  than  three  millions  ; 
and,  inftpad  of  the  ufual  peace  eftu- 
blifhment  of  feventeen  millions, 
he  could  prove,  did  not  the  latenefs 
of  the  hour  prevent  him,-  that  our 
future  Deace  eftablifhment  would 
amoun^to  no  lefs  a  fum  than  twen¬ 
ty-three  millions. 

General  Smith  afferted  that  the 
Eaft-India  company  would  not  be 
able  to  pay  annually  the  fum  of 
jjoojooql.  He  alfo  pointed  out  the 
fpirit  of  difobedience  and  difcon- 
tent  which  had  been  generated  in 
the  army  in  the  Eaft -Indies  by  our 
fate  regulations.  , 

Mr.  fecretary  Dundas  faid,  that, 
^rhen  the  Eaft-India  finances  came 
Under  cftfcuffion,  the  general  would 
have  a  fair  opportunity  of  dating 
fhe  inability  under  vvhich  he  fup- 
pofed  the  Eaft-India  company  to 
labour.  He  denied  the  other  infi- 
nuation§  thrown  out  refpecHng  the 
$ifpofition  of  the  tinny  in  that 
country. 

The  refolutio.ns  were  at  length 
put,  and  agreed  to  without  a  divi¬ 
sion,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be 
received  on  the  following  day. 

On  the  19th of  April,  previous  to 
the  report  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  fMng  brought 
up,  Mr.  Grey  rofe  to  afk  fome 
explanation?  from  the.  paymafter 
of  the  forces  refpefting  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  temporary  barracks.  '  He 
found  it  ftated  that  3.14,0001.  had 
been  employed  entirely  in  this  fer- 
yice,  in  Great  Britain,  Guernfey, 
and  Jerfey.  And  yet  he  faw  a  kind 
of  diftiiuftion  drawn  in  the  accounts 
between  barracks  and  temporary 
barracks.  He  found  the  eftimates 
of  Guernfey  and  Jerfey  put  at 
%?°ool.  and  agreeable  to  "the  fort  of 
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diftin&ion  alluded  to,  only  abouf 
5000I.  had  been  ftated  as  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  temporary  barracks.  In 
the  fame  way  in  England,  out  of 
250,0001.  expended,  he  only  found 
9,500k  put  under  the  head  of  tem¬ 
porary  barracks.  The  excefs  muft 
therefore  have  gone  in  fnpport  of 
pe r  m an e  n  t  ba  r ra c  ks .  He  fa  i  d  h e  c  ou Id 
not  reft  fatished  with  the  official 
returns  made  to  the  houfe.  Forty- 
eight  thoufand  pounds  had  beenfub- 
mitted  in  February  laft,  as  the  ex- 
tra-expences  from  June  1792  to 
December  1795;  and  afterwards 
an  account  was  brought  forward, 
amounting  to  243,000k  as  the  ac¬ 
tual  extra-expence  of  1793. 

To  thefe  obfer  vat  ions  Mr.  Steel 
replied,  that  out  of  314,000k  given 
in  eftimates,  246, cool,  had  been 
expended  in  temporary  barracks  in 
England,  together  with  4000k  of 
contingent  expences.  In  Guern¬ 
fey  and  jerfey,  for  the  fame  article, 
64,000k  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  the  fum  eftimated.  Thefe  ac¬ 
counts  were  fumifhed  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  orders  to  the  barraek- 
mafter  ;  and  he  could  not  further 
account  for  their  inaccuracy, though 

.  '  Q 

he  was  ready  to  cocfefs  his  own  be¬ 
lief  that  they  were  fair  and  accu¬ 
rate.  He  obferved  that  he  might, 
confidently  with  his  place,  decline 
giving  any  anfwer  to  the  queftions 
which  had  been  put  to  him,  if  he 
did  not  feel  himfelf  called  upon 
from  refpeht  to  the  character  of 
minifters.  Mr.  Grey  laid  that  ano¬ 
ther  day  he  fhould  have  occaftonto 
go  at  large  into  the  buftnefs/. 

Mr.  Hobart  then  brought  up  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means ;  and,  upon  the  firft 
refoluti.oo  being  put,  Mr.  William 
Smith  fta  ed  that  he  intended  to* 
have  made  fome  obfervations  upon 
the  terms  of  the  loan  the  preceding- 
night,  but  was  prevented  by  the 

length 
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length  of  time  occupied  by  other 
gentlemen.  He  argued  that  the 
bargain  for  the  old  loan,  for  fo  it 
was  to  be  diftinguifhed,  although 
fo  recently  contracted  for,  was  half 
a  million  unfavourable  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  inafmuch  as  three  per  cent,  more 
was  given  to  the  contractors  than 
another  gentleman  would  have  tak- 
en  it  at,  and  the  bonus  upon  it  was 
exaCtly  3  per  cent,  more  than  upon 
this  fecond  loan.  It  was  neceflary 
to  inquire  under  what  circumftan- 
ces  both  the  loans  were  bargained 
for,  that  the  profit  fhould  be  fo 
much  more  at  one  time  than  ano¬ 
ther.  If  the  parties  who  purchafe 
a  loan  give  lefs  for  one  in  April 
than  they  did  in  the  preceding  De¬ 
cember,  it  was  neceffarv  to  account 
for  it.  A  premium  of  feven  per 
cent .  came  out  in  the  market  upon 
the  loan  bargained  for  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  without  any  rife  in  the  funds. 
•It  was  true,  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  had  given  the  market  a 
temporary  rife,  by  bringing  down 
•the  king’s  meffage  immediately  after 
the  loan  was  contracted  for;  but 
this  favourable  hope  was  of  fhort 
‘duration;  and  at  the  time  the  new 
loan  was  made,  the  hope,  which 
had  hsen  afloat  ever  fince,  was  en¬ 
tirely  deftroyecl  by  the  anfwer  of 
the  directory  refpeCting  peace. 
Mr.  Smith  ufed  many  ftrong  and 
urgent  arguments,  to  prove  that  a 
better  bargain  upon  the  old  loan 
might  have  been  made ;  that  if 
minifters  had  gone  to  open  com¬ 
petition  upon  the  old  loan,  they 
might  have  had  it  taken  off  their 
hands  by  the  very  fame  contractors, 
on  the  identical  terms  they  had 
taken  this  lafi  loan. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid  he  was  extremely 
happy  to  find  that  the  merit  of  the 
prefent  loan  received  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  fo  nice  a  critic  ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  fince  they  were  unanimous,  lie 


concluded,  the  belt  way  would  be 
to  put  their  unanimity  into  prac¬ 
tice,  and  pafs  the  refolution.  Re¬ 
fpeCting  the  terms  of  the  former 
loan,  he  was  guided  in  his  judg¬ 
ment  by  a  general  view  of  the  cir- 
cumftances  exifting  at  the  time. 
Thofe  circumftances  were  fuch  as 
induced  him  to  give  the  contractors 
a  higher  bonus  upon  the  loan  of 
December.  He  was  aware  of  the 
referve  of  unfunded  debt,  and  had 
fome  idea  of  an  imperial  loan, 
whence  he  had  expeCted  a  fall  in 
the  flocks  from  one  and  a  half  to 
two  per  cent,  which  certainly  wopld 
have  been  the  cafe,  if  his  majefty’s 

meffage  had  not  arrived  at  the  time 
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it  did,  and  of  which  he  had  then 
no  apprehenfion.  This  made  the 
difference  between  that  loan  of 
eighteen  millions,  and  the  prefent 
one  of  feven  and  a  half.  If  he  had 
known  beforehand  that  the  flocks 
had  fliewn  a  tendency  to  rife,  he 
fhould  certainly  have  made  the 
premium  lefs. 

IVJr.  Francis  noticed  in  pointed 
terms  the  two  aCts  of  parliament 
which  had  been  palled  in  that 
feffion,  to  enable  government  to 
iffue  3,300,000k  exchequer  bills,  to 
replace  the  fame  amount  held  by 
the  bank.  “  It  is  now,”  faid  he, 
“found  neceffarv  to  relieve  the  bank 
from  this  load  ;  and  money  is  raifed 
by  the  prefent  loan  to  pay  off  the 
3,500,000k/  exchequer  bills,  which 
the  bank  hold.  This,  then,  makes 
the,  iffue  of  that  fum  in  exchequer 
bills,  according  to  the  two  former 
aCts  of  parliarfrent,  unneceffary  for 
that  purpofe.”  He  then  contend¬ 
ed  that  as  thofe  acts,  being  made 
this  feffion,  could  not  be  repealed, 
the  minifter  might  ftill  iffue  this 
fum  in  exchequer  bills,  for  lervices 
which  were  not  in  the  contem¬ 
plation  of  that  houfe.  He  there¬ 
fore  hinted  at  a  parliamentary  re- 

taint 
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traint  over  the  poffible  exercife  of 
Lieh  a  power.  Mr.  Grey  alfo  urged 
he  dangerous  tendency  of  fuch  a 
sower, in  the  hands  of  the  minifter. 
dr.  Pitt,  in  reply,  faid,  that  to  re- 
nove  all  fufpicion,  a  ciaufe  might 
•e  inferted  in  the  prefent  loan  bill, 
ir  a  refolution  moved  to  a  fimilar 
ffedh  The  firft  refolution  palled. 

The  other  refolutions  of  the 
ommittee  were  then  read  ;  and 
dr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Rofer  and  Mr.  Ho- 
►art,  ordered  to  prepare  and  bring 
n  bills  upon  the  fame. 

On  the  2 1 ft  of  April,  the  bill  for 
he  better  regulation  of  hats  was 
ead  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
ead  a  fecond  time  the  next  day. 

The  houfe  on  the  26th  refolved 
:felf  into  a  committee  on  this  bill ; 
nd  it  was  determined,  that,  after 
he  5th  of  April  1  797,  every  perfon 
rearing  a  hat  with  the  lining  un- 
iamped  ftiould  be  liable  to  a  pe- 
lalty.  A  ciaufe  was  brought  up, 
>y  which  the  owner  of  a  hat  is 
impelled  to  prove  that  his  hat 
iaid  the  duty. 

Several  debates  took  place  in  the 
ommons  upon  the  dog-tax  bill,  in 
he  courfe  of  which,  Mr.  Sheridan, 
n  a  ftrain  of  the  moft  poignant 
rit  and  irony,  amufed  the  houfe 
or  a  conftderable  time  upon  this 
'ubjedf. 

Mr.  Rofe,  on  the  25th  of  April, 
ibferved,  there  was  an  irregularity 
n  the  wine-duty  bill,  which  would 
>erhaps  render  it  neceffary  to  with- 
Iraw  it,  -and  to  introduce  a  new 
>ill..  A  ciaufe  refpedfing  amftio- 
leers  felling  wine  had  been  by 
niftake  inferted  in  the  bill,  with¬ 
out  the  confent  of  the  houfe. 
rle  had  intended  to  have  obviated 
Ins  by  inferring  a  newr  ciaufe  ;  but 
is  the  neceftary  form  was  not  ob~ 
erved,  he  moved  for  leave  to 
withdraw -the  bill.  The  bill  was 
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withdrawn,  and  a  new  one  ordered 
to  be  brought  in. 

On  the  5th  of  May,  previoufly 
to  the  houfe  refolving  itfelf  into  a 
committee  on  the  above  bill,  Mr. 
Grey  faid  he  ftiould  mention  forne 
particulars  which  had  come  to  his 
knowledge,  refpedring  the  condudf 
of  revenue  officers,  in  the  mode  of 
collecting  the  additional  duty  021 
wine.  He  conceived  there  was  no 
authority  whatever  of  fufficient 
power  legally  to  enforce  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  duties  about  to  be  levied 
bv  an  a £t  of  parliament,  until  fuch 
a£t  had  palled  into  a  law ;  yet  he 
was  informed,  and  from  good  au¬ 
thority,  that  upon  the  arrival  at 
Leith  of  the  fhip  Peggy,  belonging 
to  Mr.  Murray,  laden  with  Spanifli 
wines,  the  additional  duty  upon 
one  ton  of  Port  had  been  demanded 
and  paid.  He  mentioned  a  fimilar 
circumftance  which  had  happened 
at  Briftol.  He  thought  fuch  cafes 
demanded  the  ferious  attention  of 
the  houfe,  as  they  were  certainly 
unjuftifiable  in  the  higheft  degree. 
Though  it  might  be  right  for  bills 
to  have  a  retrofpedrive  view  in 
fome  inftances,  it  was  neverthelefs 
highly  dangerous  to  the  principles 

of  the  conftitution,  and  thelibertv 

'  ^ 

of  the  fubjedt,  for  that  retrofpection 
to  operate  previous  to  the  bill  being 
palled.  He  faid  he  had  obferved, 
with  deep  concern/  the  latitude  in 
which  minifters  had  indulged  them- 
felves  of  late,  in  difpenling  with  the 
laws  of  their  country  ;  and  it  cer¬ 
tainly  was  the  incumbent  duty  of 
the  houfe  of  commons  to  watch 
their  condu<ft  with  a  jealous  eye. 
Thefe  obfervations  brought  on  a 
converfation  between  Mr.  Sheridan 
and  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer,  in  which  the  former  obferved, 
that  when  the  bill  went  into  £ 
committee,  he  ftiould  propofe  two 

amend- 
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amendments,  one  for  taking  the 
flock  of  private  perfons,  and  the 
other  for  inferring  in  the  blank,  for 
the  commencement  of  the  operation 
of  the  tax,  the  17th  of  July.  The 
houfe  then  went  into  a  committee 
on  the  bill,  when,  upon  the  quef- 
tion  being  put,  that  the  tax  fhouid 
commence  on  17th  of  April,  17965 
Mr.  Sheridan  oppofed  it,  and  moved 
the  amendment  he  had  mentioned; 
but  it  was  negatived  :  after  which 
the  original  date  (17th  of  April)  was 
agreed  to  and  inferted.  The  other 
claufes  then  palled  the  committee. 

On  the  f  ith  of  Mav  the  chancel- 
lor  of  the  exchequer  brought  up  a 
claufe,  which  had  been  fuggsiled  by 
Mr.  Sheridan  on  a  former  day,  that 
all  wines  paying  duty,  and  import¬ 
ed  into  Great  Britain  after  the  1 7th 
of  April  laft,  up  to  the  fir  ft  day  of 
Auguft,  fhouid  pay  the  fame  by  in- 
flalments  ;  and  he  moved  that  this 
claufe  fhouid  be  added  to  the  bill  as 
a  rider  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  three  new  tax  bills  which 
the  mini  Her  brought  forward  in 
confequence  of  his  fe.eond  budget, 
were  all  palled  into  iiws  without 
any  further  alteration,  a  few  days 
before  the  conclulion  of  thefeffion. 

The  obfervations  of  lord  Auck¬ 
land,  as  flared  in  the  preceding  chap¬ 
ter,  provoked  in  the  houfe  of  peers 
a  ft  ill  more  fevere  and  extenlive  in¬ 
quiry  into  the  ftate  of  the  finances 
than  the  fubjedl  had  undergone  in 
the  commons.  On  the  10th  of  May 
the.  earl  of  Moira,  recurring  to  the 
comparifon  inftituted  by  lord  Auck¬ 
land  between  the  public  circum- 
ftances  in  the  years  17S3  —  4,  and 
1793 — 6,  flated,  that  from  exami¬ 
nation  he  had  been  confirmed  in  his 
original  idea,  that  the  noble  lord 
Was  either  erroneous  in  his  datay 
or  falfe  in  his  deductions.  In  the 
abfence  of  his  lordfhip*  he  was  ob¬ 


liged  to  refer  to  a  copy  of  th$; 
fpeech  printed  by  his  authority. 
There  could,  he  contended,  be  no 
fair  comparifon  drawn  between  the 
finances  and  refources  of  the  coun¬ 
try  in  1783—4,  and  the  year  1795  ; 
the  fttuation  and  circumftances  of 
which  were  widely  different.  Did 
any  man  fuppofe  that  the  peace 
eflabliflimenfe  at  the  end  of  the  war 
would  be  brought  within  the  com- 
pafs  of  fifteen  millions'?  It  certain¬ 
ly  would  not.  His  Wdfhip,  after 
entering  into  an  elaborate  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  articles  of  finance  and 
refources,  proceeded  to  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  ftatement  made  by 
lord  Auckland,  with  which  he  had 
doled  his  comparative  account. 

Amount  of  revenue  (including 
the  land  and  malt)  below  the  com¬ 
puted  expenditure  on  a  peace  efta^ 
blifhment  of  15  millions  —  1783, 
3,000,000!. 

“  Ditto,  above  the  computed  ex* 
penditureon  afimilarpeaceeftablifh- 
ment,  with  the  addition  ofincreafed 
charges  for  the  debt  incurred  by  the 
prefent  war — 1795?  3,400,000). 

Comparing  the  excefs  of  1 796, 
with  the  deficiency  of  1 783,  the  dif¬ 
ference  of  refource  in  favour  of  the 
latter  period  would  be  5, 400,000!. *’• 

The  words  below  and  above ,  his 
lordfhip  faid,  was  what  he  did  not 
underftand.  He  dwelt  with  much 
force  upon  the  importance  of  par¬ 
liament  continually  examining  the 
ftate  of  the  finances,  and  atked  for 
an  explanation  of  what  had  appear¬ 
ed  to  him  fo  unfatisfaftory. 

Lord  Grenville  profefted  the  ut- 
moft  readinefs  at  all  times  to  enter 
into  a  difcuftion  which  could  only 
prove  the  profperity  of  our  finances 
and  the  profpedt  of  that  profperity. 
The  ftatements,  he  averred,  were 
founded  on  indifputable  data,  and 
the  inferences  from  them  warrant¬ 
able 
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>le  and  juft.  He  reverted  to  the 
ommittee  formed  in  1.791,  to  exa- 
une  the  public  accounts;  and  the 
‘port  of  that  committee  was,  that 
ie  amount  of  the  permanent  tax- 
3,  independent  of  the  land  and 
lalt,  would  be  annually  thirteen 
ullions  and  a  half;  and  this  had 
nee  been  confirmed  by  fads.  In 
le  courfe  of  the  laft  three  years, 
is  iordfhip  faid,  the  amount  of  the 
ermanent  taxes,  independent  of 
te  land  and  malt,  amounted  on  an 
verage  to  thirteen  millions  feven 
undred  and  fixty-four  thou  fan d  a 
ear ;  the  old  taxes  had,  his  lord- 
iip  ftated,  reached  the  fum  at  which 
ley  were  eft i mated,  and  in  many 
iftances  had  exceeded  their  efti- 
lates. 

The  earl  of  Moira  referred  to  the 
apers  on  the  table,  to  prove  that 
je  permanent  taxes,  including  land 
nd  malt,  amounted  to  eighteen 
liUkms  and  a  half.  The  annual 
Xpenditure  of  the  peace  eftablifn- 
xent,  as  ftated  by  the  committee 
f  1.79 1,  was  fifteen  millions  and  a 
.alf :  to  this  was  to  be  added  two 
millions  and  a  half,  the  intereft  of 
aoney  borrowed  in  the  prefent  war 
:p  to  April  5th,  1795  ;  fo  that  the 
xcefs  was  only  half  a  million,  and 
here  was  no  provifion  made  for  the 
nnual  million  appropriated  to  the 
Xtiinftion  of  the  national  debt,  and 


d  pounds  a- 
ch  was  to  be 


wo  hundred  thoufarl 
>ove  that  fum  ;  to  wh 
.dd$;d  8oo,oool.  for  the  feven  mil- 
ions  which  the  minifter  borrowed 
n  his  fupplementary  budget.  There 
vas  manifeftly  then  a  deficit  of 
599,oool.  and  he  could  prove  a 
laily  decreafe  in  the  different 
ranches  of  the  revenue,  particul¬ 
arly  the  cuftoms.  He  thought  tire 
ninifter  had  a  died  prudently  in 
teeping  back  the  500,000b  from  the 
laft  India  company,  and  the  lotte- 
jt  which  was  eftimated  at  30.0,000b 
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As  to  the  fitft,  he  was  not  certain 
the  company  had  yet  paid  a  {bil¬ 
ling,  or  would  be  able  this  vear  ; 
the  fecond  bartered  the  morals  of 
the  people  for  revenue.  The  ftate- 
ments  of  lord  Moira  were  combated 
by  lords  Hawkefbury  and  Coven¬ 
try,  and  fupported  by  the  marquis 
of  Lanfdowne  and  the  earl  of  Lau¬ 
derdale,  the  latter  of  whom  gave 
notice  of  a  further  inveft'igation  of 
the  fubjeeft,  which  he  had  only  de¬ 
ferred  till  the  committee  of  fupply 
was  clofed,  that  the  whole  expendi¬ 
ture  of  the  year  might  be  known. 

On  the  13th  ol  May,  in  pu nu¬ 
ance  of  this  notice,  the  earl  of  Lau¬ 
derdale  'add relied  the  lords  in  a 
fpeeoh  of  the  greateft  ability  and 
the  niceff  financial  calculation 
ever  fubmitted  to  that  houfe.  The 
war  expenditure  of  the  laft  year 
amounted,  his  lordship  obferved, 
nearly  equal  to  the  whole  im¬ 
ports  and  exports  in  1787,  viz.  to 
the  fum  of  3 1,867,43 81.  Since  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  taxes 
had  been  laid  upon  various  articles, 
on  which,  for  the  fake  of  revenue, 
the  duties  had  been  lowered,  a- 
mounting  to  the  fum  of  1,952,000b 
His  lordlhip  mentioned  the  fatal  ef¬ 
fects  of  derangement  in  finance 
upon  the  interior  policy  of  every 
government ;  the  fhare  which  it 
had  in  the  fall  of  Rome ;  and  its 
recent  effects  in  the  French  revo¬ 
lution.  Unhappily  for  this  country, 
the  money  voted  by  eftimate  in  the 
three  laft  years  of  the  war,  Iqad  far 
exceeded  what  was  voted  in  the 
fame  period  in  the  war  with  Ameri¬ 
ca,  France,  Spain,  and  Holland ;  and 
the  votes  of  credit  and  extraordina¬ 
ries  had  been  carried  to  a  ftiil  great¬ 
er  excefs.  In  three  years,  end¬ 
ing  17805  the  war  expence  .was 
27,164,0001.  In  three  years,  includ¬ 
ing  1795,  the  expence  voted  by 
eftimate  was  above  35,51 4,0® ol. 
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The  money  voted  on  eftimate  was, 
In  1778,  £*7,816,807 

1 7  79?  ^,997,697 

178°,  10,346,113 


Total  £.27,160,617 


The  money  voted  on  eftimate  was, 

■In '793.  ^-7, 757.06° 

1794.  11,854,822 

>795.  i5.902.7i  7 


Total  £.35,514,601 


The  refnlt  of  this,  his  lordftiip 
obferved,  was  that  the  total  a- 
mount  of  uneftimated  expence  in 
the  three  laft  years  had  rifen  to  an 
excels  of  more  than  twelve  millions. 
The  expences  of  the  American  war, 
to  the  year  1780,  amounted  to  fifty- 
three  millions :  but  we  have  now  to 
regret  that  in  the  prefent  we  have 
created  an  addition  to  our  funded 
debt,  of  ninety-three  millions,  and 
loaded  the  people  with  the  addi¬ 
tional  fum  of  4,500,000!.  annually. 
Under  fuch  circumftances  he  had 
been  aftoniihed  to  fee  a  confoline 
abatement  comparing  the  years 
1795 — 6,  and  1783—4.  His  lord- 
fhip  contended  that  thefe  calcula¬ 
tions  were  not  fairly  taken  at  cor- 
refponding  periods,  but  as  belt 
fuited  the  purpofes  of  delufion. 
With  refpedt  to  the  arguments  de¬ 
duced  from  the  increafe  of  exports 
and  imports,  he  thought  from  the 
prefent  circumftances  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  the  reduced  ftate  of  the 
enemy,  that'  it  was  only  a  tempo¬ 
rary  augmentation.  Nor  did  it 
prove  any  thing  with  regard  to  the 
probable  ftate  of  the  revenue.  Their 
total  value  in  1 795  exceeded  that  of 
1791  by  7,ooo,oool.  yet  the  re- 
venue  had  fallen  ftiort  in  1795 
SpOjQOoh  The  eftimates  refpe&ing 


Money  without  eftimate  wa% 
In  1778,  £,4,894,192 

.  1 779?  6>799>874 

1780,  7,480,738 


Total  £.19,174,804 


Money  without  eftimate  was, 
in  1  793,  £.5,622,272 
1794,  10,485,548 

1 795?  35>278>9’° 


Total  £*31,386,730 


the  importation  of  cotton  wool, 
the  exports  to  India,  and  a  com- 
parifon  of  the  permanent  taxes, 
were,  his  lord  (hip  ftated,  erroneous. 
The  eftimates  of  the  navy  debt 
were,  he  contended,  taken  at  an 
unfair  point  of  time  (Dec.  1783, 
and  May,  1796).  Had  the  com- 
parifon  been  made  between  the  na¬ 
vy  debt  outftanding  Dec.  1  783,  and 
Dec.  1795,  the  houfe  would  have 
feen,  that  if  at  the  former  period  it 
was  15,500,000!.  it  amounted  at  the 
latter  to  13,800,000k  ana  the  pro¬ 
bable  amount  at  the  end  of  1  79 fr 
would  be  13,900,000k  In  compar¬ 
ing  the  bank  advances  to  the  public 
in  the  years  1793  and  1796,  the 
eftimate,  he  obferved,  had  recurred 
to  a  private  account ;  had  it  been 
confined  to  the  public  account,  it 
would  have  ftiewn  that  the  advances 
on  the  1 2th  of  September  1795  a- 
mounted  to  ir,8oo,oool;  Dec.  9, 
1795,  to  1 2,200,000!  \  and  on  the  ' 
31ft  Dec.  to  ir,6oo,oool  ;  in  every 
inftance  exceeding  the  advances  in 
1783  ;  in  ftating  which,  it  had  not 
been  explained  whether  the  navy 
bills  at  that  time  in  pofteflion  of  the 
bank  were  included.  If  they  were, 
to  make  the  comparifon  with  any 
degree  of  fairnefs,  there  ought  to  be 
a  further  fum  added  to  the  balances* 
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in  1795,  equal  to  the  value  of  navy 
bills  at  that  time  in  pofiehion  of  the 
bank.  The  flatement  of  the  un¬ 
funded  debt  was,  his  lordfhip  laid, 
totally  unintelligible.  It  was  re- 
prefented  as  amounting,  in  January 

I, 794,  t0  2 7, 000, pool.  —  May  2d, 
j  796,  as  nothing.  What  then 
was  become  of  the  balance  of 

I I,  000, bool,  due  to  the  bank,  which 
had  antecedently  been  hated  ?  Had 
the  fame  month  in  1796  been  fe- 
lefted  for  the  companion,  which 
had  been~cliofen  in  17S4,  the  in- 
creafed  amount  of  January  1796, 
above  January  1784,  on  the  ar¬ 
ticles  of  navy  debt,  bank  advances, 
arrears  to  the  army,  and  the  deficien¬ 
cy  of  the  confolidated  fund,  appear¬ 
ed,  from  the  accounts  on  the  table,  to 
exceed  by  500,000!.  the  total  of  the 
out  (landing  unfunded  debt,  which 
was  after  the  conclufion  of  a  fix 
years’  war  of  notorious  and  repro¬ 
bated  extravagance.  With  relpect 
to  the  next  article  which  had  been 
dwelt  upon,  the  finking  fund,  in 
1783  the  houfe,  he  obferved,  was 
told  there  was  no  finking  fund ; 
in  1796  it  was  hated  as  amounting 
to  2,500,000!.  If,  at  either  pe¬ 
riod,  a  finking  fund  was  talked  of 
as  holding  out  a  furplus,  it  could 
only  tend  to  deceive.  At  both 
periods  there  was  in  facl  a  thing 
called  a  finking  fund;  but,  inhead 
oTpoffeffing  any  furplus  in  1783, 
there  was  a  loan  of  i2,ooo,oool. 
in  1796  a  loan  of  25,500,000!. — 
The  moll  important  point  which 
had  been  hated,  the  comparative 
amount  of  revenue  above  and  below 
the  expenditure  in  1783  and  1795, 
derived  its  importance  from  the 
fa6l  which  had  been  advanced,  that, 
were  we  now  to.  experience  the 
blehings  of  peace,  there  would  be 
la  a&ual  furplus  of  3,400,000!. 
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His  lordfhip  cenfured,  in  the  firh 
place,  the  form  of  the  propofition 
held  forth  for  the  firh  time,  that  the 
produce  of  the  finking  fund  is  to  be 
deemed  a  furplus  difpofable  at  the 
will  of  parliament,  inhead  of  being 
confidered  as  forming  a  part  of  the 
necehary  expenditure.  He  difagreed 
alfo  with  the  premifes  on  which,  the 
propofition  proceeded,  as  he  thought 
nothing  could  be  more  calculated  to 
delude,  than  to  hate  to  the  country 
that  there  was  a  probability  our 
peace  expenditure  fhould  only  a- 
rnount  to  15,000,0001.  The  com¬ 
mittee  of  1786  reported  that  the 
peace  ehablifhment,  including  the 
(inking  fund,  would  be  1 5,478,000!. 
and  that  this  would  not  be  got  upon 
till  1791,  eight  years  after  the  war. 
In  1791,  another  committee  declar¬ 
ed  they  did  notconceive  apeace  eha- 
blifhment  could  coh  lefs  than  about 
16,000,000!.  annually.  The  ave¬ 
rage  expences  from  178610  1791, 
as  hated  by  the  committee,  was 
16,816,985!,  Was  it  then  pro¬ 
bable,  with  the  increafed  half-pay 
of  the  army  and  navy,  the  bar¬ 
racks,  and  the  numerous  profufe 
new  arrangements,  that  there  would 
not  be  an  additional  expenditure  of 
at  leah  500,000!.  annually  ?  His 
lord hiip  proceeded  to  controvert 
the  favourable  hatements  made  011 
a  former  evening  by  the  fecretarv 
of  hate.  Rejecting  an  appeal  to 
averages,  which  he  contended  was 
a  lefs  accurate  mode  of  calculation 
than  in  ehimating  the  product  of 
a  future  year,  it  would  be  to  fup- 
pofe,  that,  as  the  fame  caufe  exihs, 
a  fimilar  diminution  might  pro¬ 
bably  take  place.  His  lordfiiip 
then  produced  the  following  hate- 
ment  of  what  he  conceived  the  pro¬ 
bable  amount  of  the  taxes. 


Total 


/ 
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Total  receipt  of  the  taxes,  if  the  diminution  in  con  ft* 
quence  of  the  war  is  as  great  during  the  prefect  year 
as  it  was  during  the  lad  - 

To  which  may  be  added  a  fhare  of  the  53d  week 
Included  in  the  new  taxes  what  was  formerly  produced 
by  taxes  on  bills  and  receipts  7  - 

Old  duties  on  paper,  included  in  the  new  taxes 
Bounties  paid  to  feamen  out  of  the  cudorhs 
Land  and  malt  as  eftimated  by  the  committee 


£:i2 

32,000 

128,000 

70,000 

I2C,6oO 

2,558,00b 


Total  probable  receipt  of  revenue,  exclufive  of  the  taxes 
laid  on  during  the  war  -  -  -  - 


HislordChip  dated  that  the  lowed 
edimate  which  he  could  with  juf- 
tice  make  of  the  peace  eftablifh- 
rnent  .was  what  it  actually  prov¬ 
ed  on  an  average  of  live  years, 
*6,816,9851.  To  this  mud  be  add¬ 
ed  2oo,oool.  annually  voted  for  the 
linking  fund,  and  at  lead  500,000k 
additional  peace  edablilhment.  The 
annual  peace  expenditure  then  be¬ 
ing  17,500,000k  and  the  annual  re¬ 
ceipt  only  /5,500,000k  there  mud 
be  a  deficiency  of  2,000,00.0k  To 
this  too  mud  be  added  the  further 
deficiency  in  the  taxes,  which  his 
iordfhip  entered  into  a  calculation 
to  prove  mud  be  5<x>.oool.  Ten 
millions  more  would,  he  dated,  be 
found  necedary  even  in  the  event 
of  a  fpeedy  peace:  and  this,  if  bor¬ 
rowed  at  the  fame  intered  with 
the  loans  of  the  year,  would  create 
a  further  deficiency  ol  600,000k 
making  in  all  an  alarming  defici¬ 
ency  to  the  amount  of  3,1 19,000k 
A  very  large  fum  even  of  the  pre- 
fent  diniinidied  receipt  would,  he 
contended,  be  deficient  in  the  event 
of  a  peace  *,  as  much  of  what  was 
raffed  arofe  from .  the  expences  in¬ 
curred  by  the  war.  This  he  wasjuf- 
tified  in  believing  from  the  experi¬ 
ence  that.the  revenue  diminiflied  on 
Withdrawing  the  expenditure  of  the 
African  war,  far  aboMe  a  million 

‘  ‘  W  k '  ’  ,9  ' 


annually.  Should  it  now  diminiui 
in  a  fimilar  proportion,  it  would* 
at  the  lead,  create  a  deficiency 
of  4,600,000k  Should  the  prelent 
calamitous  conted,  however,  be 
protracted  another  year,  there 
would  be  a  further  burden  of 
nearly  2,oco,oool.  But  In  the  mod 
favourable  mode  of  confidering 
the  fubjecf,  the  conclufion  was,  he 
faid,  dill  inevitable,  that  there 
would  be  an  annual  deficiency  of 
nearly  two  millions.  His  lorddiip 
concluded  by  moving  the  firft  of 
fifteen  resolutions  founded  upon 
the  calculations  he  had  detailed  to 
the  houfe.  ,  £$ 

.Lord  Auckland.dafed,  that  it  was 
not  from  ahy  difrefpedf  that  he? 
mud  decline  examining  the  po- 
fitions  jud  laid  down.  The  at¬ 
tempt  would  be  both  tedious  and 
unnecefiary ;  he  fhould  therefore 
confine  himfelf  to  a  defence  of  the 
datements  he  had  formerly  made. 
The  reafon  he  had  not  taken  the 
sd  of  May  1783,  inftead  of  Jan. 
7,  -1784,  was,  that  he  was  coni- 
paring  our  fituation  in  war  with 
that  of  the  country  at  the  end  of 
1783,  when  a  general  pacification 
had  taken  place.  Refpedling  the 
India  dock,  the  period  which  had 
been  propofed  by  the  noble  lord 
would  have  made  very  little  difre-* 
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fence ;  and  therefore  a  great  ftrefs 
had  been  laid  on  the  increafed  di¬ 
vidend  in  17S4:  but  if  the  increafe 
had  not  relied  on  the  folid  ground 
of  increasing  profperity,  it  would, 
in  the  end,  have  only  deprefied  in- 
ftead  of  railing  the  ftock.  As  to 
the  increafe  of  the  exports  and 
imports  having  not  occalioned  a 
proportionate  increafe  of  revenue, 
the  net  produce  of  our  revenue 
was  no  criterion  of  the  extent  of 
our  foreign  trade:  but  it  was  an 
important  fa<ft,  that,  in  1783,  the 
value  of  Britilh  tpanufa&ures  ex- 
porled^  was  id,409,oooi.  and  in 
1795,  it  had  r^en  to  16,3 26,0001. 
The  ftatement  of  the  noble  earl 
made  the  importation  of  cotton 
Wool  for  the  ufe  of  our  manufac¬ 
tures  to  be  four  times  as  great  as 
5n  the  firft  years  of  the  peace.  As 
a  general  proof  of  his  ftatement 
of  the  finances  being  exa6t,  lord 
Auckland  obferved  that  it  wa§  in 
the  recollection  of  the  houfe,  that 
the  annual  amount  of  the  perma¬ 
nent  taxes,  on  a  three  y ears’  average, 
to  the  5th  of  June,  1796,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  papers  before  parliament, 
had  been  13,729,000!.  and  with 
the  addition  of  one-lixth  of  a  53d 
week,  which  was  3  t,oool.  amounted 
to  13,761,000!.  Deducting  for  the 
taxes  impofed  from  1784  to  1792, 
and  for  other  changes  and  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  revenue  during  that 
period,  1,400,000!.  the  remainder 
was  12,561,000!.  With  refpeCt  to 
the  navy  debt  being  given  from 
May  and  not  from  December,  it 
was  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  the  com¬ 
parative  view  to  exhibit  our  aCtuai 
fttuation,  and  to  Ihew  our  refources 
filch  as  enabled  ns,  in  this  advanc¬ 
ed  period  of  the  war,  to  provide  for 
11,000,0001.  of  navy  debt,  and  to 
Teduce  it  as  low  as  in  a  time  of 
'peace.  lit  the  fame  maunerthe  bank 
**  1796, 


debt  had- been  ftated  at  6, 000, bool, 
and  not  at  11,000, bool,  becaufe 
provifion  had  lately  been  made  by* 
parliament  for  funding  5,000,000k 
of  what  was  then  due.  It  would, 
his  lordlhip  contended,  be  ftrange 
to  fay  that  the  produce  of  the  link¬ 
ing  fund  was  not  difpofable  by  par¬ 
liament.  Leaving  this,  however, 
it  would  be  found  on  infpeCtion 
that  the  ftatement  had  afierted 
that  the  annual  million,  fet  apart 
in  1786,  was  to  be  inviolably  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  reduction  of  the  debt 
till  the  accumulation  lhall  amount 
to  4,000,000k  a  year,  when  there 
will  revert  to  the  difpofal  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  taxes  equal  to  whatever  part 
of  the  national  debt  may  be  re¬ 
purchased  by  the  application  of 
4,ooo,oool.  a  year.  RefpeCting  the 
peace  eftabliflimCnt,  his  lordlhip 
laid,  the  ftatement  would  prove  that 
he  had  obferved  it  might  eventually 
exceed  the  fuppofed  amount :  but 
that  the  return  of  peace  is  likely  to 
increafe  the  revenue,  and  at  any  rate, 
that  the  computation  of  a  fur- 
plus  revenue  of  3,400,000!.  would 
give  near  i,ooo,oool.'  a  year.  In 
the  details  of  the  peace  elfablifii- 
ment  which  the  houfe  had  juft 
heard,  fums  were  included,  to  thd 
amount  of  feveral  millions,  which 
did  not  come  within  any  deferip- 
tion  of  a  regular  peace  eftablilh- 
ment.  The  data  on  which  the  cal¬ 
culation  for  the  3, 400,000!. had  been 
doubted  by  the  noble  earl,  to 
think  that  the  revenue  ought  to  be 
eftimafed,  not  on  an  average  of 
years,  but  from  the  third  vear  of  a 
war,  was  a  fufficient  refutation  of  its 
validity.  Taking  the  taxes  to  an- 
fwer  the  charge  created  by  the  war, 
according  to  their  eftimate,  which 
was  4,500,000!.  of  that  fum  about 
750,0001.  was  applicable  for  re¬ 
deeming  the  principal,  and  formed 
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what  might  be  called  the  fecond 
finking  fund.  The  annual  profit 
of  the  lottery,  and  the  payment 
from  the  Eaft-  India  company, 


were  alfo  included.  Subject  to  tfiefe 
explanations,  the  Ratement  in  quef- 
tion  bad  been  formed  as  follows. 


Net  produce  of  permanent  taxes  to  Jan.  5,  1794, 

Jan.  5,  1795, 
Jan.  5,  1796, 


£•  1 3»94  hooa 
13,802,000 
33,455,000 


/.41, 198, 009 


In  dating  the  lad  year’s  account,  an  addition  had  been  made  beyond 
the  amount,  which  appeared  in  the  accounts  laid  before  parliament,  of 
about  300,0001.  for  bounties  to  Teamen,  for  the  fifty-third  week;  for 
the  produce  of  repealed  taxes ;  and  for  feme  fmaller  particulars. 

The  average  of  the  fum  above  ftated  will  be  about 
The  land  and  malt  - 

Annual  profit  by  lottery  - 

EaR-India  payment  - 

Accumulated  profit  of  the  firft  finking  fund 
Amount  of  the  fecond  finking  fund 

Total,  /.18,588,00a 


-  /.1 3,730,006 

-  2,558,00a 

250,000 
=  500,006 

§00,000' 

-  750,000 


Deducing  from  the  above, 
15,000,0001.  as  a  fuppofed  peace 
expenditure,  there  would  remain  a 
higher  fum  than  had  been  given  in 
the  Ratement  of  the  2d  of  May,  of 
which,  as  has  been  already  explain¬ 
ed,  above  2,8oo,oool.  was  consi¬ 
dered  as  applicable  to  the  difcharge 
of  the  debt.  Had  the  account  been 
taken,  as  it  might,  on  a  peace 
average,  the  amount  would  have 
been  450,0001.  higher.  His  lord- 
iliip  ended  by  Rating  that  every 
exi fling  account  of  our  revenue 
and  refources,  the  flourifhing  Rate 
of  our  agriculture,  commerce,  and 
manufactures,  and  every  apparent 
evidence  of  internal  prcfperity, 
gave  a  confolatory  and  cheerful 
picture  of  the  fituation  and  pro- 
fpeCts  of  the  Britifh  empire. 

The  earl  of  Moira  entered  into 
feveral  calculations,  which  fup- 
portsd  the  Ratements  of  the  earl 


of  Lauderdale  ;  and  obferved,  that 
if  he  was  accurate,  the  expences 
of  the  country  certainly  exceeded 
the  revenue.  It  was  not,  his  lord* 
fhip  faid,  his  intention  to  prefent  a 
gloomy  picture  of  our  refources  t 
he  knew  them  to  be  folid  and  fub- 
Rantial ;  but  every  thing  depended 
upon  ceconomy  and  prudent  ma¬ 
nagement.  j 

Lord  Hawkefbury  objected  to 
taking  the  laR  year  into  a  compari¬ 
son  with  the  others,  on  account  of 
feveral  circumRances  which  operat¬ 
ed  to  diminifh  the  annual  produc* 
tion  of  the  permanent  revenue;  fuch 
as  the  diRillers  and  the  malt  brew¬ 
ers  ceafing  to  work,  from  the  high 
price  of  grain,  and  the  diRrefsof 
the  poorer  fort  of  the  community 
from  the  fame  caufe.  T o  thefe  the 
drawback  upon  fugars  might 
added  :  and  of  all  the  new  taxes  of 
1794  and  1795,  few  tax 
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wpon  wine  were  immediately  pro¬ 
ductive.  The  amount  of  the  taxes 
and  the  eftimate  were,  he  ftated, 
In  the  firfl:  year  nearly  equal ;  in  the 
fecond,  theproduce  exceeded  the  e- 
ftimate ;  and  what  they  might  prove 
in  the  prefent,  could  riot  be  ascer¬ 
tained.  What  would  be  the  peace 
eftablifhment  at  the  end  of  the  war, 
mull  entirely  defend  on  the  fecu- 
rity  and  permanency  of  the  treaty; 
but  whatever  it  was,  the  finking 
fund  would  {till  continue  to  be 
paid,  together  with  the  intereft  of 
3,500,0001.  at  four  per  cent.  His 
iordfhip  drew  a  very  flattering  pic¬ 
ture  of  the  revenue  and  refources 
of  the  country  ;  that  one  per  cent, 
lefs  was  paid  for  intereft  than  in 
former  wars ;  that  in  1 792  only 
twenty-nine  navigation  bills  were 
palled,  and  laft  year  there  were 
forty-feven  ;  but  one  hundred  and 
nine  inclofure  bills  in  1792,  and 
laft  year  two  hundred  andfeventeen. 
Our  commerce  had  gone  to  an  un¬ 
paralleled  extent,  and,  though  de- 
ftroyed  with  Holland,  had  increafed 
Tfrith  Germany,  and  laft  year  a- 
mounted  to  fik  millions. 

The  refolutions  and  ftatements 
of  the  earl  Of  Lauderdale  were  ap¬ 
proved  and  enforced  by  the  mar¬ 
quis  of  Lanfdowne,  and  oppofed  by 
lord  .Grenville.  Lord  Lauderdale, 
in  reply,  commented  upon  the 
ftatements  which  had  been  made  of 
the  revenue  and  expenditure,  which 
had  materially  differed  in  the  con- 
clufion.  He  contended,  that  the  ex¬ 
penditure  of  the  laft  year  of  the  war, 
from  the  papers  on  the  table,  was 
much  greater  than  minifters  al¬ 
lowed,  in  the  navy,  army,  and  ex- 
traordinary  eftrmates ;  and  parti- 
chlarly  confidered  the  arrears  and 
extraordinaries  of  the  ordnance  as 
*  a  novelty  ;  as  the  noble  duke  who 
^  lately  prefixed  there  had  left  his 
05ce  without' any  extraof binaries 
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to  be  brought  again, ft  it.  On  puf- 
tingthe  previous  queftion, which  had 
been  moved  by  lord  Hawkefbury, 
it  iv as  carried  without  a  divifion/ 

The  fubjedt  of  the  game  laws, 
which  underwent  confiderable  in- 
veftigation  in  both  the  houfes  of 
parliament,  was  introduced  to  the 
notice  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
February  16,  by  Mr.  Coke  of  Nor¬ 
folk,  who  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  amend  the  game  a6L 
The  principal  objedf  of  this  bill 
was  to1  defer  the  commencement  of 
the  feafon  for  {hooting  partridges 
till  the  14th  of  September,  in  order 
to  prevent  injury  to  the  farmers ; 
which  was  carried.  Mr.  Curwen 
brought  forward  a  motion  for  the 
total  repeal  of  all  the  game  laws  5 
upon  which  the  fubjedt  was  warm¬ 
ly  agitated  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  and  the  motion  thrown  out 
by  a  confiderable  majority.  Little 
worthy  of  remark  occurred,  how¬ 
ever,  in  the  debate,  excepting  the, 
extraordinary  and  truly  Jacobinical 
obfervatiori  of  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  that  “  property  was  the 
creature  of  law.” 

On  the  18th  of  February,  Mr; 
Wilberforce  again  moved  for  the 
abolitiofl  of  the  (lave  trade,  and 
prefaced  the  motion  by  a  fpeech  of 
great  length,  and  replete  with  every 
argument  calculated  to  fupport  the 
humane  meafure  he  propefed.  He 
obferved  that  the  ift  of  January 
1 796  was  the  period  allotted  by  the 
houfe  for  the  abolition  of  this  in¬ 
famous  traffic  ;  — that  this  time  had 
however  elapfed,  and  this  de- 
feftable  bufinefs  proceeded  with 
undim  ini  filed  fpirit.  Independent 
ofjufticeand  humanity,  it  was,  he* 
obferved,  further  incumbent  upon 
the  legiffature  to  terminate  the 
trade,  on  account  of  the  prefer- 
vation  of  our  Weft-India  ifhnds. 
Had  the  abolition -aft  paded  foorieiy. 
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the  enemy,  he  fair],  would  never 
have  obtained  fuch  firm  hold  in 
Guadeloupe,  Grenada,  and  St.  Vin¬ 
cent’s.  The  motion  was  oppofed 
by  generalTarleton,  Sir  W.Younge, 
Mr.  Dundas,  and  a  very  confider- 
able  number  of  gentlemen.  It 
was  ably  fupported  by  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  ferjeant  Adair,  &c.  and  in  a 
Very  animated  and  eloquent  fpeech 
by  Mr.  Fox.  In  all  its  various 
Rages,  the  meafure  called  forth  the 
i  whole  of  the  talents  of  the  houfe, 
either  in  attack  or  defence  ;  but 
the  arguments  adduced  have  been 
fo  frequently  before  the  public 
during  the  repeated  difcuffions  up¬ 
on  this  fubjedl,  as  to  render  any 
further  detail  of  them  unneceffary. 
The  real  friends  to  humanity  will 
learn  with  concern,  that  the  narrow 
views  of  intereft  and  policy  pre¬ 
vailed  over  every  confideration  of 
religion  and  juftice.  On  the  con¬ 
fideration  of  the  reports,  general 
Tarleton  moved  to  pofipone  con- 
iidering  the  fiave-trade  abolition 
bill  for  four  months ;  and  the  bill 
was  loft  by  a  majority  of  four. 
On  reading  the  Have-carrying  bill, 
Mr.  Wilberforce  attempted  to  in¬ 
troduce  a  regulation  of  Haves  in 
proportion  to  the  tonnage ;  but, 
upon  a  divifion  being  called  for, 
-  and  the  houfe  being  at  different 
times  counted  out,  the  number  of 
members  were  found  inadequate  to 
cornpofe  a  houfe;  and  the  motion 
was  confeqnently  thrown  out. 

During  this  feflion  a  bill  was 
brought  into  the  houfe  for  render¬ 
ing  permanent  the  Weftminfter 
police  eftabliihment ;  which,  after 
much  difeufiion,  was  negatived; 
and  an  amendment,  moved  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  to 
continue  it  for  five  years,  was 
adopted.  Mr.  ferjeant  Adair  pre¬ 
lected  to  the  houfe  a  petition  from 


the  quakers,  and  moved  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  their  relief,  as 
to  the  imprifonment  of  their  per- 
fons  for  tythes,  and  for  making 
their  folemn  affirmation  evidence  in 
criminal  as  well  as  in  civil  cafes. 
The  bill  was  ably  fupported  by 
Mr.  Adair,  by  Mr.  Wilberforce, 
Mr.  Francis,  Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  Fitt, 
Mr.  Lechmere,  and  Mr.  Wigiey, 
and  paffed  the  houfe  of  commons, 
but  was  thrown  out  by  the  lords. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  curate* 
met  with  confiderable  oppofition 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  from  its 
being  confidered  as  a  money  bill, 
which  had  originated  in  the  upper 
houfe.  This  objection  was,  how¬ 
ever,  removed,  by  recurring  to  a 
variety  of  cafes,  in  which  the  lords, 
exercifed  the  right  of  introducing 
claufes  for  payment  of  money  ; 
and  the  prefent  bill  certainly  did 
not  attempt  to  levy  any  new  im-* 
port,  but  merely  enadfed  a  new  dis¬ 
tribution  of  fums  already  applied 
by  parliament  to  particular  pur- 
pofes.  The  bill  therefore  paffed. 

The  earl  of  Moira,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  feffions,  brought  in  a  bill  for 
mitigating  the  rigours  experienced 
by  debtors;  which  was  ftrongly 
oppofed  by  the  law  lords,  and 
thrown  out.  On  the  2d  of  May, 
colonel  Cavvthorne  entered  into  a 
very  elaborate  defence  of  his  con¬ 
duct,  relative  to  the  charges  ad¬ 
vanced  againft  him  by  a  late  court- 
martial.  It  was  then  moved  by 
general  Smith,  that,  being  found 
guilty  of  feveral  of  the  charges,  he 
Hiould  be  expelled  the  houfe ; 
which  was  feconded  by  Air.  Pier- 
point,  jun.  Mr.  Wigiey  wiiheci 
the  houfe  to  paufe,  and  entered  into 
a  very  able  vindication  of  colonel 
Cavvthorne;  who  was, however,  at 
length,  formally  expelled. 

On  the  19th  of  May  the  feffion 
was  clofed,  as  ufiiai,  by  a  fpeech 

from- 
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from  the  throne,  which  the  reader 
will  find  in  ourPublic  Papers  *;  and 
on  .the  followingday  the  parliament 
was  difiolved  by  proclamation. 

Thus  terminated  a  parliament, 
concerning  whole  conduct  a  more 
impartial  and  a  more  unanimous 
verdidl  may  be  expected  from 
pofterity,  than  from  the  prefen t 
age.  If  we  look  to  the  advantages 
which,  in  the  courfe  of  their  poli¬ 
tical  exiftence,  they  conferred  on 
their  conftituents, —  if  we  inquire 

bv  what  new  and  beneficial  laws 
* 

they  improved  the  fyftem  of  Britifli 
jurifprudence,  or  ameliorated  the 
condition  of  their  fellow-fubjedls, — 
we  mult  confine  our  applaufes  to 
two  objects  —  the  bill  introduced 
by  Mr.  FoxT  which  irrevocably 
veiled  in  a  jury  the  whole  queftion 
on  trials  for  libel ;  and  the  decifion 
in  the  fame  feflion  (1792)  for  the 
abolition  of  the  deteftable  flave- 
trade  in  1 796  ;  a  decifion,  which 
they  afterwards  wanted  the  virtue 
to  enforce.  Perhaps  no  feature  in 
the  character  of  this  parliament 
was  fo  marked  and  prominent  as 
its  devotion  to  party ;  perhaps  the 
fpirit  of  independence  f  was  never 
fo  little  conspicuous  in  the  con- 
dud:  of  any  public  body.  From 
its  firfl  aftembling,  the  individual 
members  were  ranked  and  arranged 
under  their  refpedive, leaders,  with 
an  order  and  difcipline  almoft  as 
regular  as  in  a  military  eftabifth- 
ment  ;  and,  when  a  certain  num¬ 
ber  of  thofe  leaders  negotiated 
with  the  miniller  for  a  change  of 
principles,  they  were  enabled  to 
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contrad:  for  the  fervices  of  their 
dependants  with  the  precifion  of  a 
Median  envoy,  or  a  Svyifs  com¬ 
mandant.  Hence  the  violence, 
the  precipitation  of  their  meafures, 
more  analogous  to  the  ralh  conn- 
fels  of  a  defpotic  Hate,  than  to  the 
temperate  determinations,  the  gra¬ 
dual  and  tardy  compliances  of  a 
deliberating  popular  aftembly.  It 
would  ill  become  us  (who,  as  pri¬ 
vate  men,  can  have  little  communi¬ 
cation  with  the  individuals  who 
compofed  this  auguft  body,  and 
confequently  are  lefs  acquainted 
with  their  private  fentiments)  to 
infinuate,  with  Mr.  Burke,  that 
their  votes  were  fometimes  at  va¬ 
riance  with  their  opinions.  We 
are  rather  difpofed  to  conclude 
that  the  majority  of  them  had  re¬ 
ally  no  opinion  of  their  own,  but 
modeftly  afiigned  the  direction  of 
their  faculties  to  other  men;  and 
the  appellation  with  which  they 
were  ftigmatized,  of  a  confiding 
parliament,  will  perhaps  defeend 
to  pofterity  as  the  charadteriftic  de¬ 
scription  of  this  particular  body  of 
reprefentatives.  If,  however,  we 
ftioukl  be  difpofed  to  acquit  them 
of  intentional  mifeondud:  and  of 
adlual  corruption,  we  (hail  at  lead 
have  long  to  lament  their  unfortu¬ 
nate  mi  (lakes.  I11  the  fhort  fpace 
of  four  vears,  they  nearlv  doubled 
the  national  burthens,  which  were 
already  enormous,  and  left  their 
fuceeflors  "involved  in  a  conteft,  the 
ifiue  of  which  it  is  impofiible  clear¬ 
ly  to  forefee,  but  which  cannot,  on 
the  whole,  be  fortunate  or  happy. 


*  ^Page  (89). 

f  We  mean  by  independence  the  fpirit  of  judging  and  adiing  individually  for  them- 
felvbs,  independent  of  party  views. 


M  3 


C  HAP. 


tSa  ‘  5RITISH  AND 

K  '  - 

CHAP.  VIII. 

Prance.*— Preparations  for  the  Campaign  of  1796.  Revolt  of  the  Chiefs  of 
the  Vt cndee.  Proclamation  of  Stofct.  Death  of  the  rebel  Chiefs ,  and  final 
Submiffioh  of  the  infurgent  Departments.  Opening  of  the  Campaign  in  Italy. 
Command  cf  the  Army  given  to  Buonaparte .  Attack  of  the  combined  Armies. 
HiClory  of  the  French  at  the  Battle  of  Monte  Notte.  Battle  of  MiUefimo. 
Brave  Defence  of  the  Piedmontefe  General  Rover  a.  Defeat  of  the  Aufirians 
•with  the  Lofi  of  ten  thoufand  Men.  Surprize  and  Repulfe  of  the  French 
at  Dego  by  Marfhal  Beaulieu,  Ceva  taken  by  the  French.  Retreat  of 
Count  Colli  acrofs  the  Stura  towards  Turin.  Defeat  of  the  Piedmontefe 
Army  at  Cherafco .  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  demanded  by  the  King  of  Sardinia t 
Peace  concluded  between  the  French  Republic  and  hl$  Sardinian  Majefiy  at 
P  arts.  Conditions  of  the  Treaty.  RefieClions  on  the  Treaty .  Obfervations 
on  the  Mcde  of  conducting  the  W~ar.  Evacuation  of  Piedmont  by  Marfhal 
Beaulieu.  P offejfion  of  the  Piedmontefe  Fortreffes  by  the  French.  Prepa¬ 
rations  made  by  Beaulieu  to  prevent  the  Paffage  of  the  Po  at  V alenza.  Paf 
fage  of  the  Po  by  the  French  at  Placentia .  Defeat  of  the  Aufirians  at 
Fombio.  Repulfe  of  the  Aufirians  at  Codogno.  Death  of  General  Laharpe , 
Armiflice  folicited  by  the  Dukes  of  Parma  and  Modena .  Defeat  of  the 
Aufirians  at  the  Bridge  of  Lodi.  Conquejl  of  Lombardy.  Caufcs  of  the 
Difcontents  between  the  French  Republic  and  the  United  States  of  America. 
General  WafhingtoFs  intercepted  Letter  to  Mr.  Morris.  Reprefentations 
made  to  the  French  Dire  Clary  to  prevent  an  immediate  Rupture.  Rife  and 
Progrefs  of  the  Difcontents  in  Holland.  Negotiations  of  the  difcontented 
Party  with  the  French  Government.  Affembly  of  the  Dutch  Convention . 
State  of  Parties.  Declaration  of  War  againfl  England.  Propoftions 
made  at  Bafle  by  the  Englifii  Ambaffador  for  opening  a  Negotiation  with 
France.  Remonflranccs  of  the  French  Directory  with  the  Canton  of  Bafle • 
Envoy  Extraordinary  feut  from  Bafle  to  Paris.  Appointment  <f  a  Minijler 
of  the  Police.  Troubles  in  the  South  of  France.  InfurreCiion  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Nieyre.  Proclamation  of  the  DireClqry.  Jacobin  Societies  Jhut 
up.  Severe  Laws  enaCled  againfl  them.  Revolt  of  the  Legion  of  t/y 
Police.  Confpiracy  of  Babeuf.  Troubles  occafioned  by  the  refraCiory 
Clergy.  Laws  refpe Cling  the  Divifion  of  tlje  Efiates  of  Emigrants. 

WHILE  thp  contending  pow-  prance  dre\y  near  to  a  clofe.  Tins 
ers  on  the  jEhine  were  col-  war  had  proved  more  hoftile  to  the 
ledting  their  forces  to  open  the  eftablifhment  of  the  republic  than 
Campaign  pf  1796  as  foon  as  the  the  combinations  of  all  its  foreign 
fime  limited  for  the  armiflice. fhou Id  enemies.  The  fertile  country  of 
expire,  —  and  the  French  afiny  in  the  Vendee,  where  nature  had 
Italy,  which  pofTetfed  only  a  few  poured  forth  its  riches  in  fuch  pro- 
jpofts  on  the  fhores  of  the  Medi-  fufion,  but  which  the  horrors  of 
jerranean,  between  pfice  and  Qe-  this  terrible  confhdt  had  fo  long 
noa,  was  recruiting  its  blattered  covered  with  ruin  and  defolaticsn, 
forces  to  attempt  once  more  the  had  enjoyed  but  for  a  moment  the 
cpnqueft  of  Piedmont,  —  the  civil  perfpedtive  of  happier  days.  The 
Waf  in  the  weftern  departments  of  chiefs  of  the  foyalihs,  who  had 
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made  their  formal  fubmiffion  to  the 
republic,  and  who  had  been  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  privilege  of  treating 
with  the  government  as  with  3. 
foreign  power,  again  fedtseed  the 
inhabitants  of  thofe  departments 
from  their  allegiance;  and  the  exe¬ 
cutive  power  found  that  it  was 
indifpenfably  neceffary  to  rid  it- 
felf  of  this  domeftic  enemy,  before 
it  entered  on  the  operations  of  the 
campaign.  The  zeal  of  the  direc¬ 
tory  was  ably  feconded  by  general 
Hoche,  to  whom  the  talk  of  termi¬ 
nating  this  war  was  entrufied,  and 
who  had  already  given  ample  proofs 
of  courage  and  ability. 

This  contefi,  which  had  hithed'do 
been  carried  on  with  addrefs  add 
intelligence  on  the  fide  of  the  in~ 
furgents,  now  degenerated  into  a 
war  of  rapine  and  plunder.  The 
chiefs  of  the  Vendee,  whofe  aim 
was  the  reftoration  of  royalty,  had 
felt  the  neceffity  of  good  order  and 
difcipline  while  that  obje&  was 
thought  attainable,  and  had  con¬ 
duced  their  troops  with  the  addrefs 
and  prudence  neceffary  to  its  fuc- 
cefs ;  but  perceiving  that  the  paci¬ 
fication  lately  concluded  with  the 
republic  had  alienated  the  minds 
of  the  great  mafs  of  the  people  in 
the  inf  urgent  countries  from  at¬ 
tempting  to  plunge  themfelves  a 
fecond  time  into  the  horrors  from 
which  they  had  juft  efcaped,  they 
let  loofe  the  remainder  of  their 
bands  to  indiscriminate  pillage  and 
murder.  The  Vendean  had  now 
returned  to  his  peaceful  occupa¬ 
tions  ;  the  interchanges  of  com- 
rnerce  had  taken  place  with  the 
inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring 
departments,  and  the  defolated 
communes  began  to  feel  the  com¬ 
forts  of  regular  government,  when 
this  new  irruption  took  place. 
,Stofiet,  who  had  previoufly  inti¬ 
mated  to  his  confidents  that  the 
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pacification  entered  into  with  the 
republic  was  a  neceffary  meafure 
in  order  to  renew  the  war  with 
vigour,  again  ilfued  proclamations, 
calling  the  people  to  arms,  and  affur- 
ing  them  that  the  intention  of  the 
republic  in  making  peace  was  only 
to  deliver  them  over  individually 
fo  definition.  Although  this  in¬ 
vitation  was  disregarded  by  the 
people  in  general,  ftili  the  influence 
of  the  chiefs  encouraged  numbers 
to  revolt;  and  the  plunderers  being 
now  releafed  from  every  reftraint, 
not  orjly  the  wefierp  departments, 
which  had  been  already  the  fcene 
of  war,  were  again  defoiated,  but 
the  departments  nearer  to  the  fegtt 
of  government  pecan^e  aifo  the 
theatre  of  pillage  and  terror. 

'This  conflict  was,  however,  but 
of  fhort  duration  ;  for,  after  feveral 
defeats  of  the  various  rebel  armies, 
and  the  capture  and  death  of  their 
leaders  Charette  and  Stoflet  (29th 
March),  the  remainder  of  the  in- 
fur-gents,  comprehended  tinder  the 
names  of  Chouans  and  Vendeans, 
haraffed  on  every  fide,  fubmitted 
to  the  forces  of  the  republic,  or  to 
the  magiftracies  of  the  different 
communes ;  and  peace  was  finally 
reftored  to  jthefe  defolated  depart¬ 
ments. 

The  campaign  opened  in  the 
fouth  on  the  9th  of  April.  During 
the  three  former  campaigns,  the 
French  had  attempted  in  vain  to 
pierce  through  Piedmont  into  Italy. 
That  country  of  mountains  feemed 
to  oppofe  an  infurmountable  barrier 
to  their  progrefs.  The  republican 
armies  had  hitherto  only  fcaled  the 
van-guard  of  the  Alps,  from  whence 
alfo  they  had  been  driven,  after 
having  viewed,  in  perfpe£tive,  the 
immenfe  difficulties  they  had  to 
encounter  before  they  could  iuc- 
ceed  in  achieving  the  conqueft  of 
Italy.  The  French  had  poffeffion 
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of  the  coaft  from  Nice  to  Genoa 
but  the  palfage  into  Italy  was 
blockaded  by  the  An  {Irian  and 
Sardinian  armies,  who  had  appa¬ 
rently  taken  the  mo  ft  effective  mea¬ 
sures  to  prevent  the  further  pro- 
grefs  of  the  enemy.  The  army  of 


Italy  having  received  confiderable 
reinforcements,  was  entrusted  to 
the  command  of  general  Buona¬ 
parte,  a  young  officer,  of  whole  mi¬ 
litary  /kill  no  mention  had  been 
hitherto  made  during  the  courfe  of 
the  revolution  *. 

The 


*  The  following  account  of  Buonaparte  has  appeared  in  a  refpeelabje  periodical  pub¬ 
lication,  and  tlffife  is  feafon  to  believe  it  authentic. 

“  This  extraordinary  man,  born  in  the  tow  n  of  Ajaccib,  in  Corfica,  in  1767,  is  the  fon 
Of  Charles  Buonaparte,  and  La-titia  Raniolini.  His  father,  who  Was  alio  a  native  of 
Ajaccio,  was  bred  to  the  civil  law,  at  Rome,  and  took  part  with  the  celebrated  ?aoli,  in 
the  ever-memorable  druggie  made  by  a  handful  of  brave  blunders,  againd  the  tyrannical 
efforts  of  Louis  XV.  and  the  Machiavelian  fchenies  of  his  minifter,  Choifeul. 

am  alTurfed,  by  a  near  relation  of  the  family,  that  he  not  only  laid  aiide  the  gown 
Upon  this  cceadofi,  but  actually  carried  a  mulket  as  a  private  centindl. 

“  On  the  conqued  of  the  ifiand,  lie  wiihed  to  retire  with  the  gallant  chieftain  who  had- 
fo  nobly  druggled  for  its  independence;  but  as  prevented  by  his  uncle,  a  canon, 
who  exercil'ed  a  parental  authority  over  him.  IV  v  - 

“In  1775,  a  deputation  from  the  three  edates  was  fent  to  wait  on  the  king  of  France; 
nnd,  on  this  occafion,  Charles  Buonaparte  was  felected  to  reprefent  the  nobles.  He  teas 
/  foori  after  promoted  to  the  office  o$ procurator e  reale  of  Ajaccio,  where  his  ancedors,  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  originally  from  Tufcany,  had  been  fettled  nearly  two  hundred  years. 

“  Thefamily  of  the  elder  Buonaparte  was  numerous,  for  he  had  i'even  children  ;  fourfbns, 
itnd  three  daughters.  It  was  his  good  fortune,  however,  to  Be  cheriihed  by  the  French  ; 
and  both  he  and  his  family  lived  in  the  greated  intimacy  with  M..  de  Maibceuf,  the  go¬ 
vernor,  Who  received  a  revenue  of  60,000  livres  a  year,  on  condition  of  doing  nothin^  ! 
An  intindetnt  was  paid  nearly  as  much  ;  and  a  fwarrn  of  hungry  leeches,  engendered  in 
the  corruption  of  the  court  of  Verfuilles,  at  one  and  the  fame  time  fucked  the  blood  of 
fhe  Corficans,  and  drained  the  treafure  of  the  mother  country;  in  lhort,  like  the  con- 
queds  of  rnbre  reccrit  times,  the  fubjugation  of  that  ifiand  leenis  to  have  been  achieved 
for  no  other  purpofe  than  to  gratify  avarice,  and  fatiate  rapacity. 

“  On  the  death  of  his  friend  Charles  Buonaparte,  M.  de  Marboeuf  continued  to  patro¬ 
nize  his  family,  and  placed  his  fecond  fon  Napoleone,  the  fubject  of  thefe  niemoirs  at 
the  Ecole  Militairey  or  Military  Academy.  The  advantages  re  I  lilting  from  this  feminary,- 
which  has  produced  more  great  men  than  any  other  in  Lurope,  were  not  lod  on  youn«- 
Ruohaparte;  he  there  applied  himlelf,  with  equal  affiduity  and  addrefs,  to  mathematics, 
and  dudied  the  art  of  war  as  a  regular  fcience.  Born  in  the  midd  of  a  republican  drug¬ 
gie  in  his  native  land,  it  was  his  good  fortune  to  burft  into  manhood  at  the  moment  when 
the  country  of  his  choice  fhook  off  the  chains  with  which  die  had  been  manacled  for  cen¬ 
turies.  There  was  alfo  fomething  in  his  manners  and  habits  that  announced  him  equal 
to  the  ■  fit  u-a  lion  for  which  he  fee  ms  to  have  been  dedined  :  indead  of  imitating  the  frivo¬ 
lity  of  the  age,  his  mind  was  continually  occupied  by  ufeful  Hu  dies;  and  frdmlhe  Lives 
pf  Plutarch,1  a  volume  of  which  he  always  carried  in  bis  pocket,  he  learned,  at  an  early 
age,  to  copy  the  manners,  and  emulate  the  a&ions,  of  antiquity. 

“With  this  dilpoiition,  it  is  but  little  wonder  that  he  lhould  have  dedicated  his  life  to  the 
profeffion  /of  arms.  We  accordingly  find  him,  while  yet  a  boy,  preferring  himlelf  as  a 
candidate  for  a  coffimiffion  in  the  artillery;  and  his  fuccefs  equalled  the  expedations  of 
Ills  friends,  for  he  was  the  twelfth  oh  the  lid,  out  of  the  thirty-fix  who  proved  victorious 
in  the  contefi.  In  confequenee  of  this  event,  he  became  a  lieutenant  in  the  French 
army,  and  ferved  as  fueh,  during  two  or  three  years,  in  the  regiment  of  La  Fere. 

“In  1 7  90,  general  Paoli  repaired  to  France,  where  he  was  honoured  with  a  civic  crown, 
and  there  embraced  the  fon  of  his  old  friend,  who  had  ferved  under  him  at  St.  Fiorcnze, 
in  1768.  They  met  again  loon  after,  in  Corfica,  where  Buonaparte,  now  a  captain,  was 
elected  lieutenant-colonel  of  a  corps  of  Corfican  national  guards  in  activity. 

“On  thefecond  expedition  fitted  out  againd  Sardinia,  he  embarked  with'his eountrymefi, 

iinfl  landed  in  the  little  illajid  ol  Mudalena,  which  he  took  pofieffion  of  in  the  name  of 
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The  firil  action  of  the  prefent 
campaign  took  place  near  Savona, 
on  the  iiiores  of  the 'Mediterranean* 
near  which  the  French  {general  oc¬ 
cupied  a  poll  called  Voltri,  fix 
leagues  diftant  from  Genoa.  Here 
he  was  attacked  by  the  troops  un- 
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der  general  Beaulieu,  and  driven 
back  to  his  lines  near  Savona. 
Prefuming  on  their  fuccefs,  the 
An  Brian  troops  advanced,  in  hopes 
of  cutting  off  the  retreat  of  the 
division  which  they  had  repulfed  : 
but  Buonaparte,  who  had  forefeet! 

this 


the  French  republic;  but,  finding  the  troops  that  had  been  got  together  for  this  exoedi¬ 
tion  neither  poffeffed  organization  nor  discipline,  he  returned  to  the  port  of  Ajaccio 
whence  lie  had  fet  out.  , 

“In  the  mean  time,  a  fcheme  was  formed  for  the  annexation  of  Corfica  to  the  crown  of 
England  ;  and  the  cabinet,  in  an  evil  hour,  acceded  to  a  proportion  which,  while  it  dimi- 
nifhed  the  wealth,  has  contributed  but  little  either  to  the  honour  or  advantage  of  this 
country.  0 

“  Buonaparte  had  a  difficult  part  to  aft  on  this  occafion;  he  was  perfoftaily  attached  to 
Pafquale  Paoli ;  he  refented  the  treatment  he  experienced  during  the  reign  of  the  ter- 
rorihs,  and  had  actually  drawn  up,  with  his  own  hand,  the  remonftrance  tranfmitted  by 
the  municipality  of  Ajaccio  againft  the  decree  declaring  the  general  an  enemy  to  the 
commonwealth.  Indeed,  he  was  fuppofed  to  be  fo  intimately  connected  with  him  that 
a  warrant  wasadhially  iffued  by  Laeombc  de  St.  Michel,  and  the  two  other  commiffioners  of 
the  convention,  to  arreft  young  Buonaparte.  Notwithftanding  this,  he  was  determined 
to  remain  faithful  to  his  engagements  ;  and  learning  that  the  EUglifh  fleet  in  the  Medi¬ 
terranean  had  failed  for  the  purpofe  of  fering  his  native  ifland,  he  embarked  along 
vdth  his  family,  for  the  continent,  and  fettled  within  eighteen  lea  gees  of  Toulon.  * 

“That  town,  the  fecond  tea-port  in  France,  was  at  this  moment  in  the  pofieffion  of  the 
Enghfh,  having  been  juft  feized  upon  by  admiral  lord  Hood,  who'  had  fubftituted  the  Bri- 
tifli  crols  in  the  place  of  the  three-coloured  flag.  The  military  talents  of  the  young  Cor- 
fican  were  well  known  to  Salicetti,  who  introduced  him  to  Burras,  now  one  of  the  direc¬ 
tory,  to  whom  he  afforded  indubitable  proof  of  the  fineerity  of  his  profeflions,  at  a  period 
when  fnfpicion  was  juftitied  by  the  moft  ferious  and  frequent  defections.  He’was  accord¬ 
ingly  advanced  from  the  rank  of  chef  de  brigade,  to  that  of  general  of  artillery  and  di¬ 
rected,  under  general  Dugommier,  the  attacks  of  the  various  redoubts  that  furrounded 
and  ftrengthened  this  important  port,  in  which  Collot  d’Herbois  loon  after  declared 
"  that  he  had  found  the  galley-flaves  alone  faithful  to  the  republic  !”  It  is  ahnoft  need- 
lels  to  add,  that  the  energy  of  the  French  troops,  added  to  the  fciehtific  arrangements  of 
the  engineers,  overcame  the  zeal  and  reftftance  of  the  motley  garrifon,  and  refiored  th,* 
£ey  pf  the  Mediterranean  to  France. 

“It  may  be  neceffiary, however,  to  remark,  that  Buonaparte,  in  1793,  took  an  active  part 
againft  general  Paoli  and  theEnglifh;  for,  in  the  courfe  of  that  year,  he  appeared  with  a 
[mail  armament  before  Ajaccio,  the  town  and  citadel  of  which  he  fummoned  in  the  name 
of  the  republic;  but  he  met  with  a  formidable  enemy  in  his  owncoufin,  the  brave  captain 
M after i a,  who  commanded  a  corps  of  Corftcans  during  the  iiege  of  Gibraltar  and  had 
[earned  the  management  of  red-hot  Ihot  under  lord  Heathfield. 

“  The  conquell  of  Toulon  contributed  not  a  little  to  raiie  the  credit  of  Buonaparte  ;  and 
■t  proved  equally  advantageous  to  his  friend  Bat-fas.  That  deputy  had  been  alfo  bred  a 
Military  man,  and  was  employed  by  his  colleagues  on  all  great  emergencies.  One  of  thefe 
bon  occurred  ;  this  was  the  commotion  among  the  i'eCtions  of  Paris,  known  by  the  name 
ffithe  Infurrettion  of  Vendemiaire.  On  this  occafion,  he  took  care  to  be  furrounded  by 
ible  men,  among  whom  was  general  Buonaparte,  whom  he  had  inverted  with  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  artillery,  at  the  ftege  of  Toulon.  It  was  to  another  Corfican,  however  that 
be  confided  the  fuperintendanee  of  the  army:  this  was  Gentili,  who  had  juft  acquired  a 
jreat  reputation  by  his  gallant  defence  of  Baftia.  On  trial,  however,  it  was  immediatelv 
iifcovered  that  the  deafnefs  of  Gentili  was  an  invincible  ob  ft  able  to  fuccefs,  as  he  could 
leither  hear  nor  attend  to  the  multiplied  and  complicated  reports  of  the  aides  de  Camh 
aEo  were  continually  bringing  him  meffiages,  or  a  del  re  (ling  him  relative  to' the  fttuation  of 
•he  enemy.  Luckily  for  the  convention,  Napoleone  Buonaparte  was,  at  this  critical  and 
me  dive  moment,  appointed  his  fueceffor ;  and  it  is  to  the  maftcrly  difpofitions  made  by 
wip  that  the  triumph  of  the  reprefentative  body  is  to  be  principally  aferibed.  It  is  but 
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was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  cutting 
off  the  retreat  of  the  divifion  of  the 
French  whom  they  had  previoufly 
defeated;  and  as  it  appeared  pro¬ 
bable  that  the  Auftrians  would  re¬ 
new  the  attack  with  their  whole 
force,  Buonaparte  fent  a  divifion 

under 

iirftice  to  add  that  the  moderation  difplayed  on  this  occafion  is  perhaps  unequalled  in  tlm 
hii'tory  of  the  civil  wars  of  modern  times. 

a  A  nobler  field  now  opened  for  the  exertions  of  Buonaparte;  for  he  was  foon  after  inverted 
with  the  chief  command  of  the  French  army  in  Italy,  which,  under  his  direction,  prepared 
to  open  the  campaign  of  1796.  In  the  fpring  of  that  year,  we  find  the  Auiiro-Sardiniajt' 
army  defeated  within  forty  miles  of  Tyring  11,(10.0  were  either  kilted  or  taken  prifoners 
ea  this  occafion,  and  the  cannon  and  camp  equipage  feized  on  by  the  victors.  The  arm}* 
gif  Lombardy  was  alfo  downed  to  experience  a  njoit  humiliating  defeat,  although  led  on 
by  a  cautious  veteran,  Beaulieu,  in  perfon  :  this  was  attributed  folely  to  the  Ikilful  man-r. 
eeuvres  of  the  commander  in  chief,  feconded  b-y  the  active  exertions  of  generals  Laharpe,; 
^Jafl'ena,  and  Servona.  The  Auftrian  general  Proyera  w,as  taken  prifoner  in  a  third  en¬ 
gagement;  in  confequen.cc  of  w  hich,  forty  field-pieces,  with  the  horfes,  mules,  and  artil-s 
lery  waggons,  &c.  were  captured  by  the  French,  Q&0Q  of  the  allies  killed,  and  8000  made 
prifoners.  In  tbort,  the  battles  of  Millelimo,  Dego,  Mondqvj,  Mopte  Lerino,  and  Monte- 
N©tte,  were  decifiye  of  the  fate  of  Sardinia  ;  for,  the  aged  and  fpperftitious  monarch  then!' 
feated  on  the  throne,  found  himfelf  reduced  to  the.  humiliating  i'wuation  of  relinquHhing 
Savoy  and  Nice,  and  fubferibing  to  fuch  terms  as  were,  granted  by  a  generous  conqueror, 
w  ho  could  have  driven  him  from  his  throne,  and  obliged  bin)  to  fpend  the  llyort  remainder 
©f  a  w  retched  life  in  exile,  and  perhaps  in  poverty. 

a  The  battle  of  Lodi,  fought  on  the  2  lit  Floreal  (May  10  th)  nearly  completed  the  oveiV 
throw  of  the  Auftrian  power  in  Italy,  and  added  greatly  to  the  reputation  , of  the  French 
arms.  On  this  occafion,  a  battalion  of  grenadiers  bore  down  all  before  them,  and  reached 
the  bridge  of  Lodi,  lhouting  “  Long  live  the  republic  }”  but  the  dreadful  tire  kept  up  bv 
the  enemy  having  flopped  their  progress,  generals  BerthLer,  Maffena,  Cervoni,  See.  rufhed 
forward;  even  their  pretence  would  have  proved  ipefiQ&uaJ,  had  it  pot  been  for  the  intre¬ 
pidity  of  Buonaparte,  who,  fnatching  a  ftandard  from  the  hand  of  a  fuoaltern,  like  Caffar 
on  a  funilar  occafion, placed  himfelf  in  front,  and,  animating  his  foldiers  by  his  actions  and 
geft;ciyatious  (for  his  voice  was  drowned  in  the  noife  of  the  cannon  and  mufquetry),  vic¬ 
tory  once  iyorp  arranged  herfelf  under  the  Gallic  banners. 

u  In  confequence  of  this  lignal  defeat,  or  rather  ferics  of  defeats,  Beaulieu  was  obliged 
V>  yield  jthe  palm  to  a  younger  rival,  for  he  felt  himfelf  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  re¬ 
treating  among  the  mountains  of  Tyrol;  on  which  the  French  took  poffeffion  of  the 
greater  part  of  Lombardy,  and  acquired  aftoniftiing  refources,  and  immenfe  magazines.  • 
i(  After  eroding  the  Mincio,  in  the  face  of  the  Auftrians,  the  republican  army  entered 
V  erona,  wdiicfi  fo  lately  had  afforded  an  afylum  to  one  of  the  titular  kings  of  France,  and 
feized  on  Pavia.  Here  a  new'  and  more  dreadful  enemy  attempted  to  flop  the  progrefs  of 
the  conquerors.  Ft  vvas  iuperCtition,  clothed  in  cowls  and  furpliecs,  brandilhing  a  poniard 
in  one  hand,  and  a  crucifix  in  (he  other;  but  the  fpeedy  puniffiment  of  the  priefis  and 
the-ir  adherents  put  an  end  to  the  infurrotiion,  and  thus  faved  Buonaparte  and  his  army 
from  a  more  imminent  danger  than  they  had  as  yet  experienced,  and  from  which  no 
French  army  that  has  hitherto  cjoffed  the  Alps  has  been  exempt. 

“  At  length,  Mantua  alope  remained  in  poffeffion  of  the  Auftrians,  and  this  alfo 
was  foon  invelted  by  the  yi  tiers,  who,  at  tfie  fame  time,  made  inroads  into  the  Ty¬ 
rol,  and,  by  the  battle  of  Roy  credo  y.nd  the  poffeffion  of  Trent,  became  matters  of 
the  paffes  that  led  to  Vienna. 

“  In  the  mean  time  the  gallant  Wurmfer  determined  to  flmt  himfelf  up,  with  the  remain¬ 
der  at  his  dilpirited  troops,  in  Mantua  ;  and  the  Auftrians  made  one  more  grand  effort, 
by  means  of  general  Alvinzy,  to  refeue  his  befieged  army,  aud,regain  their  ancient  pre¬ 
ponderance  in  Italy.  But  the.  battle  ot  Areola  completely  difappointed  their  expectations ; 
and  the  capture  of  Mantua  at  one  and  the  latpe  time  concluded  the  campaign,  and  their 
humiliation, 

« In 


.ibis  retreat,  had  ftrengthened  his 
polls  on  the  Banks  of  the  Andrians, 
who  were  advancing,  but  who  had 
been  held  in  check  by  the  forces 
which  occupied  the  poft  of  Monte- 
Notte,  lying  between  Voltri  and  Sa¬ 
vona.  The  p.ofTeflion  of  this  poll 
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under  general  Maftena,  to  take  ad* 
vantage  of  the  night,  and  gain  the 
j-ear  of  the  Auftrian  army. 

General  Beaulieu,  having  rein¬ 
forced  his  army,  began  the  attack 
;at  break  of  day.  The  fnccefs  was 
various,  and  the  vi&orv  remained 
jtmdecided,  until  the  divifion  un¬ 
der  general  Maftena,  who  had  been 


lent  round  by  Buonaparte,  appeared 
on  their  left  and  rear.  Unable  to 
withftand  this  fhock,  the  Auftrian 
army  was  thrown  into  confufion, 
and,  being  completely  routed,  was 
purfued  by  the  French  to  Cairo. 
Their  lofs  amounted  to  three  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  men,  of  whom 
jtwo  thoufand  were  prifoners. 


u  In  the  winter  of  1796,  general  Buonaparte  was  united  toMadame  Beauharnois,  a  beau¬ 
tiful  French  woman,  who  had  experienced  a  variety  of  perfections  during  the  time  of 
Robefpierre.  Her  former  htilband  had  attained  the  rank  of  general  in  the  ferviee  of  the 
republic,  and  had  always  conduced  himfelf  as  a  friend  of  liberty!  On  that  memorable  day, 
when  Louis  XVI.  and  his  family  repaired  to  Paris,  M.  de  Beauharnois  fat  as  prefident  of 
the  national  afiembly,  and  exhibited  great  dignity  of  demeanour  ;  notwithstanding  this,  he 
fell  a  victim  to  the  terrorists,  who,  joining  the  narrow'  ideas  of  feciarifts  to  the  ferocious 
character  peculiar  to  themfelves,  perfecuted  all  whole  opinions  were  not  exactly  conform¬ 
able  to  their  own  ftandard.  M.  Barras,  at  length,  luckily  for  her,  extended  his  protec¬ 
tion  to  the  widow,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  his  friend. 

“  The  campaign  of  1797  opened  under  the  moft  aufpicijous  eircumitances  for  France,  as 
well  as  Spain,  who  was  now  in  alliance  with  her;  Sardinia  adted  a  fubordinate  part  under 
her  controul ;  Tufeany  obeyed  her  requifitions  ;  Naples  had  concluded  a  feparate  peace 
and  Rome  was  at  her  mercy.  In  this  fituation,  the  eyes  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  and  in¬ 
deed  of  all  Europe,  were  turned  to  the  archduke  Charles,  who  was  faid  to  inherit  the  mi¬ 
litary  talents  of  the  houle  of  Lorraine.  It  was  acct^dingly  determined  that  this  young 
prince  thoeld  be  appointed  commander  in  chief,  and  that  the  hero  of  Kehl  ihould  oppofe 
ihe  hero  ofltaly.  ’  The  touted,  howe ver,  was  not  long  between  birth  and  genius  ;  between  a 
^-oung  man  of  illuftrious  extraction,  furrounded  by  flatterers,  an-d  educated  in  the  corrupting 
circle  of  a  court,  and  a  hardy  Corfican,  brought  up  am  id  ft  perils,  breathing  the  fpirit  of  the 
ancient  republics ;  acquainted  with  all  the  machinery  of  modern  warfare,  directing  every 
thing  under  his  pwn  eye,  —  whole  ipiftrefs  was  the  commonwealth,  and  whofe  companion 
y  as  Plutarch! 

“  The  war  op  the  continent  may  at  length  be  faid  to  be  at  an  end.  An  emperor  and  a 
pope  humbled;  the  imperial  crown  reduced  to  nearly  an  empty  name,  and  the  pontifical 
one  held  at  the  will  of  the  conqueror;  —  twy  kings  fubjected  —  one  to  humiliation,  and  the 

other  to  unconditional  futmiiffion  ;  —  Coriica  restored  to  France  without  an  effort _ and  a 

new  apd  formidable  republic  erefted  in  that  country,  which  has  beheld  the  overthrow  of 
five  armies  appertaining  to  its  ancient  mailer ;  fuph  is  the  fummary  of  the  political  efforts 
and  martial  achievements  of  a  general,  who  has  as  yet  fcarcely  attained  the  thirtieth  year 
Of  his  age.  '*  :i:  ''  "  ‘  " 

“  As  to  his  perfop,  Buonaparte  is  of  fmall  d-ature,  but  admirably  proportioned.  He  is  of 
a  fpare  habit  of  body,  yet  robuft,  and  calculated  to  undergo  the  gveateft  fatigues.  His 
complexion,  like  that  of  all  the  males  of  fouthern  climates,  is  olive;  his  eyes  blue,  his  chip 
prominent,  the  lower  part  of  his  face  thin,  and  his  forehead  fquare  and  projecting  The 
large  whole  length  Italian  print,  publithed  in  London  by  Seftolini,  exhibits  a  good  like- 
pels;  but  the  beff  portrait  ever  taken  of  him  was  at  Verona,  in  confequence  of  the  felicita¬ 
tions  of  an  English  artifi,  who  applied  to  him  tor  this  purpofe,  by  means  of  a  letter  from 
a  relation,  now  in  London. 

“  In  rei'pett  to  his  mind,  he  poffeffes  uncommon  attainment?.  Fie  converfes  freely,  and 
without  pedantry,  on  all  iubjects,  and  writes  and  ipeaks  with  fluency  and  eloquence. 
Above  all  things,  he  has  attempted,  and  in  a  great  meal'ure  obtained,  the  madery  over  his 
pafiions.  Fie  is  abftemious  at  his  meals,  and  was  never  feen,  in  the  flighted  degree,  intox¬ 
icated  ;  he  poflefles  many  friends,  but  has  no  minions ;  and  prpterves  an  inviolable  fecrecv 
by  means  of  a  rigorous  filence,  far  better  than  other  men  do  bj  a  loquacious  hypocrify.  '  * 

“  His  mother,  thebeautifulTaditia  Buonaparte,  is  dill  alive,  as  are  alio  his  two  lifters.  They 
were  lately  taken  prifoners  by  an  Engliih  armed  vt-ffel,  during  their  paffage  from  France  to 
Coriica  j  but  by  this  thus  they  are  undoubtedly  redored  to  their  country  and  their  friends.” 

•  '  Monthly  Magazine. 

The 
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The^iaory  at  Monre-Nofte  was 
immediately  followed  by  one  yet 
more  fignal  and  decifive,  at  the 
village  of  Milled  mo.  Buonaparte 
taking  advantage  of  the  d-i  Border 
of  the  Au Brin ns,  pulhed  forward 
and  gained  pofleiiion  of  Cairo,  a 
poll  on  the  Bormida,  which  com¬ 
manded,  the  roads  leading  to  Turin* 
and  into  Lopibardy.  The  A u Bri¬ 
ans  retreating  along  the  mountains 
to  the  left  of  this  river,  halted  at  Mil¬ 
led  mo  ;  the  defiles  leading  to  which 
village  were  forced  by  general  An- 
gereau  on  the  i  ithof  April, who  fur- 

rounded  a  divifion  of  fifteen  hundred 

grenadiers,  commanded  by  the  Au- 
ifrian  general  Provera ;  but  this  offi¬ 
cer,  inBead  of  furrendering,  threw 
himfelf  into  the  ruins  of  an  old  caftle 
On  the  fumfnit  of  mount  Coflaria, 
where  he  threw  up  intrenchments. 

After  a  fevere  cannonade  *»f  fe- 
veral  hours,  a  general  attack  was 
made  in  four  columns  on  this  poll, 
in  which  the  French  were  repulfed, 
with  the  lofs  of  two  of  the  generals 
who  commanded  the  affault :  and 
Provera  keeping  firm  in  his  por¬ 
tion,  Bopped  the  progrefs  of  the 
French  army  for  five  days,  and 
gave  time  for  the  A u Brians  to  re¬ 
cover  their  diforder,  and  recruit 
their  forces.  On  the  fifth  day,  the 
two  armies  prepared  for  a  general 
adlion.  Angereau,  who  command¬ 
ed  the  left  wing  of  the  French 
army,  Bill  held  Provera  blockaded 
in  the  ruins  of  the  caflle.  The 
Auftrians  and  Piedmontefe,  at¬ 
tempting  to  force  the  centre,  were 
repulfed  with  great  lofs;  and  then- 
left  wing,  which  was  flanked  by 
the  village  of  Dego,  where  they 
were  Brongly  entrenched,  was 
turned  by  general  Maflena.  Ge¬ 
neral  Laharpe,  in  the  mean  time, 
palling  the  Bormida  with  his  divi- 
fion  in  clofe  columns,  fucceeded 
in  turning  the  right  flank  of  the  left 
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wing  of  the  Aufirian  army;  and, 
while' the  divifion  under  general 
Cervoni  marched  directly  towards 
the  centre,  general  Boyer,  with  a 
third  divifion,  threw  himfelf  in  their 
rear,  to  endeavour  to  cut  off  theif 
retreat.  The  Au  Brians  loft  up¬ 
wards  of  ten  thoufand  men  in  this 
aftion,  of  whom  eight  thoufand 
Were  prifoners,  with  thirty-two 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  fifteen  pair 
of  colours  ;  and  general  Provera, 
with  hisgarrifon,  furreijdered  them- 
felves  prifoners  of  war. 

On  the  following  day,  whilftth^ 
French  were  indulging  themfelves 
in  fecurity  after  the  fatigues  of  the 
battle,  they  were  furprifed  at  the 
village  of  Dego  by  general  Beaulieu, 
at  the  head  of  feven  thoufand  men, 
whom  he  had  rallied^  The  Au- 
Brians  diflodged  the  French  from 
this  pofl,  and  repulfed  them  three 
feveral  times,  with  general  Maflena 
at  their  head,  in  their  attempt  to 
retake  it.  _  General  Caufle,  vvhilft 
rallying  his  divifion,  was  mortally 
wounded.  The  day  had  far  adr 
vanced  before  its  fate  was  decided. 
The  Aufirians  maintained  their  por 
fitions  with  obflinate  valour;  but, 
prefled  by  the  French  troops  whb 
had  been  rallied  by  Buonaparte, 
they  were  at  length' compelled  to 
retreat,  alter  lofing  two  thoufand 
men,  of  whom  fourteen  hundred 
were  made  prifoners. 

4  After  the  vi&ory  at  Dego,  the 
Piedmontefe  army  evacuated  the 
poB  of  Montefimo  :  in  confequence 
of  which  Angereau  was  enabled  to 
effect  a  j  Hindi  oil  with  the  divifion 
that  had  penetrated  acrofs  the 
mountains  from  Oneglia,  and  after¬ 
wards  marched  on  to  attack  the 
enemy’s  intrenched  camp  before 
Ceva,  of  which,  after  a  flight  re- 
fiBance,  he  gained  pofleffion,  as 
well  as  of  the  town.  The  Pied¬ 
montefe,  in  retreating  towards 

Turin, 
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Tkmnj  had  taken  advantageous  par¬ 
titions  at  the  confluence  of  the 
rivers  Cunaglia  and  Tanaro,  on 
the  banks  of  which  they  bad  placed 
batteries,  fo  as  to  render  their  flank 
ynaflailable ;  .and,  aflembling  the 
weight  of  their  forces  on  the  right, 
had  forced  the  left  of  the  French 
army  to  retreat ;  when,  general 
Maflena  having  eroded  the  Tanaro 
near  Ceva  during  the  night  of 
the  20th  of  April,  and  marched 
along  its  banks  to  the  tillage  of 
Lozengo,  and  Buonaparte  having 
made  difpofitions  to  march  forwards 
to  Mondovi,  the  Piedmontefe  gene¬ 
ral,  count  Colli,  apprehending  the 
iflue  of  a  contefi  where  he  might 
eatily  be  furrounded,  and  his  re¬ 
treat  cut  off,  withdrew  during  the 
night  to  that  place.  At  break  of 
day,  the  French  attacked  him  at  the 
entrance  of  the  village  of  Vico ; 
the  redoubt  which  covered  the 
centre  of  the  Piedmontefe  army 
was  taken,  and  Mondovi  itfelf  on 
the  fame  day,  upon  the  further  re¬ 
treat  of  the  Piedmontefe,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  French.  The 
Sardinian  troops  pafled  the  Stura, 
between  Coni  and  Cherafco,  ex¬ 
tending  their  line  to  each  of  thofe 
towns ;  while  the  Piedmontefe  ge¬ 
neral  eftabliflhed  his  head -quarters 
at  Foflano,  a  .fmali  town  lying  be¬ 
tween  both.  The  attack  was  ge¬ 
neral  along  the  river.  Cherafco, 
ftrong  by  its  pofition,  and  rendered 
ftill  more  fo  by  its  works,  was  eva¬ 
cuated.  Foflano  furrendered,  and 
general  Angereau  took  polfelTion  of 
the  town  of  Alba. 

The  Piedmontefe  finding  it  now 
impofiibie  to  withftand  the  force 
of  the  republicans,  retreated  far¬ 
ther  towards  Turin,  from  whence 
the  French  were  now  diftant  but 
twenty-four  miles  ;  general  Ange- 
reau  was  alfo  about  to  pafs  the 
Tanaro  on  the  right  flank  of  the 
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retreating  army.  Thus 
with  no  profpecfvof  effedHve  de¬ 
fence  for  the  capital,  count  Coili, 
on  the  23d  of  April,  propofed  a 
fufpenfion  of  arms,  while  his  Sar¬ 
dinian  majefty  ftionld  fend  his  mi- 
nifter  to  Genoa  to  treat  for  peace 
with  the  ambaflador  of  the  repub¬ 
lic.  The  conditions  of  the  fuf¬ 
penfion  of  arms  were  dictated  by 
Buonaparte;  and  the  march  of  the 
French  troops  to  th'e  walls  of 
Turin  was  prevented  only  by  this 
timely  fubmifiion. 

j 

Having  put  the  French  into  pof- 
feflion  of  the  fortrefles  ftipulated 
bv  the  armiftice*,  his  Sardinian  ma¬ 
jefty  fent  his  minifters  to  Paris,  who 
concluded  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
the  republic  on  the  17th  of  May. 
As  Piedmont  lay  altogether  at  the  , 
mercy  of  the  conquerors,  the  king 
was  compelled  to  fubmit  to  what¬ 
ever  conditions  were  propofed.  Bv 
this  treaty,  he  agreed  to  withdraw 
himfelf  in  the  moft  unequivocal 
manner  from  every  alliance,  offen- 
five  or  defenfive,  formed  with  any 
of  the  powers  in  the  coalition  againft 
the  French  republic  ;  to  renounce, 
both  for  himfelf  and  his  fucceflors 
for  ever,  all  title  to  Savoy,  Nice, 
and  the  country  now  forming  the 
department  of  the  maritime  Alps  ; 
to  determine  the  limits  of  the  re- 
fpeftive  countries  by  new  demar-' 
cations  advantageous  to  the  repub¬ 
lic  ;  and  to  grant  a  full  and  entire 
amnefty  to  all  thofe  of  his  fubjeefs 
who  had  been  or  were  profecuted 
for  their  political  opinions.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  places  ftipulated  in  the 
armiftice,  which  were  to  be  put  into 
the  poflefiion  of  the  French,  his 
Sardinian  majefty  confirmed  to  them 
by  this- treaty  the  pofleflion  of  other 
fortrefles  both  on  the  frontiers  of 
France  and  Lombardy  ;  the  fortifi¬ 
cations  of  two  of  which  on  the 
frontiers  of  France,  Sufa  and  Bru~ 
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fietta,  ukre  to  Be  demolilhed  at  his 
own  expence,  under  the  direction 
bf  commifiaries  appointee!  by  the 
directory ;  binding  himfelf  neither 
to  eftablifh  nor  repair  any  forti§- 
cation  on  this  part  of  the  frontier; 
By  this  article  the  French  enfured 
what  they  claimed  by  another  arti¬ 
cle  of  the  treaty,  the  free  pafiage  of 
their  troops  at  all  times  into  Italy. 
To  fill  up  the  meafure  of  his  hu¬ 
miliation,  the  king  engaged  to  apo¬ 
logize  by  his  minifter,<  for  the  con- 
dudl  obferved  towards  the  late  am- 
b'aflador  of  France,  and  to  difavOw 
the  infult  which  was  thus  offered 
to  the  republic. 

This  melancholy  reverfe  of  for¬ 
tune,  in  fo  fhort  a  fpace  of  time, 
excited  the  fympathy  even  of  his 
enemies  :  and  it  required  the  confi- 
deration  that  he  had  been  the  moll 
pertinacious  enemy  of  the  revo¬ 
lution,- —  the  moffobffinate  in  refuf- 
ing  terms  of  accommodation, — had 
oppofed  the  ftrongeft  barrier  to  the 
entrance  of  the  French  into  Ita¬ 
ly  during  three  campaigns,  — -  and 
though  in  reality  a  feeble  adverfary, 
had  enjoyed  by  his  pofition  the 
advantages  of  an  enemy  the  moft 
formidable,  and  had  fried  for  peace 
only  when  the  enemy  was  under 
the  walls  of  his  capital,  and  his 
whole  country  at  their  difpofal, — -in 
order  to  reconcile  thefe  hard  con¬ 
ditions  with  that  boafted  generofity 
which  is  faid  to  be  the  chara&erilHc 
of  republics. 

The  paffage  of  the  Alps,  by  fuch 
apparently  inadequate  means, in  the 
face  of  fo  formidable  an  enemy, 
has  juftly  been  a  fubjeft  of  affo- 
nilhment  and  admiration.  The 
plan  which  Buonaparte  had  con¬ 
ceived  with  all  that  temerity  of 
genius  which  belongs  to  the  new 
mode  of  French  military  ta&ics,  of 
dividing  the  Auffrian  and  Pied- 
in  ©ntefe  armies  in  the  very  centre 


of  the  enemy’s  country,  and  in  P°r 
fitions  which  were  judged  impreg¬ 
nable,  was  executed  with  equal  in¬ 
telligence  arid  intrepidity.  In  this 
arduous  enterprize,  Buonaparte  was' 
ably  feconded  by  the  zeal  of  his 
generals,  each  of  whom  led  on  bis 
refpe£Hve  divifion  with  that  addrefs' 
and  precifion  which  could  alone 
have  enfured  fuccefs  in  a  war  among 
the  Alps.  The  battles  of  Monte- 
Notte,  aiidf'Mtllefimo,  — ^  the  previ¬ 
ous  movements  and  fkirmilhes,  — . 
the  detail  of  the  various  manoeuvres' 
of  the  army,  —  the  junction  of 
diffant  columns,  —  and'  the  good” 
pofitions  chofen  among  this  chao# 
of  mountains  by  thefe  young  and' 
comparatively  inexperienced  com¬ 
manders,  are  worthy  of  fixing  the' 
•attention  of  the  beff  intruded'  mi¬ 
litary  men.  But  what  will  not  fail 
to  claim  the  gratitude  of  their  fel¬ 
low-citizens  and  the  admiration  of 
pofterity,  was  the  generous  manner 
in  which  thefe  generals  devoted 
their  lives,  by  marching  at  the’ 
head  of  their  columns  to  almoft 
certain  deftru&ion,  and  thus  in-' 
fpiring  their  foldiers  with  that  con¬ 
tempt  of  danger  and  of  death, which* 
railed  them  into  heroes,  and  carried 
them  even  beyond  the  bound# 
which  thefe  generals,  whilfi  living, 
had  marked  out  for  their  courage.  •• 
The  cities  ceded  to  the  French? 
were  Goni,  Akffaiidfia,  and  Tor- 
tona,  to  which  marfhal  Beaulieu, 
after  his  defeat  at  Dego,-  and  hi^ 
reparation  from  the  Piedmonfef© 
army,  had  retreated  in  order  ter 
cover  the  Milanefe  from  the  further 
incur  (ions  of  the  French.  Con¬ 
tained  to  evacuate  thefe  fortrefies,' 
he  palled  the  Po  at  Valenza,  and 
laboured  with  ,  great  diligence  to 
-defend  the  paffages  of  that  river,  as 
well  as  thole  of  the  Gogna  and  the 
Teffino  ,  as  he  judged  from  the  con¬ 
vention  made  by  the  French  gene¬ 
ra* 
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ra!  with  the  king  of  Sardinia  for  the 
delivery  of  Valenza,  that  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  French  would  be  effeft- 
ed  by  that  route.  Buonaparte  fa¬ 
voured  this  miftakey  by  making  a 
variety  of  feigned  preparations  and 
military  evolutions,  and  while  the 
Auftrian  general  was  waiting  his  at¬ 
tack  on  the  left  of  the  Po,  palled  on 
to  CaBel  St.  Gioamei,  on  the  right 
fide  of  the  river,  with  a  detachment 
of  his  army ;  and  had  advanced 
twenty  leagues  into  Lombardy  be¬ 
fore  his  march  was  difcovered. 
Marlhal  Beaulieu,  on  perceiving  his 
error*  advanced  with  rapid  marches 
along  the  Bo,  in  the  hope  of  arriv¬ 
ing  in  fufficient  time  to  prevent 
the  paffage,  whenever  Buonaparte 
fliould  attempt  to  efieff  it.  But  he 
arrived  too  late.  The  French  general 
had  reached  Placentia  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  7th  of  May,  the  day 
after  his  departure  from  before  Va- 
lenza  ;  and  having  feized  on  the 
boats,  barges,  and  rafts,  in  the  vici¬ 
nity  of  the  place,  the  whole  of  the  ar¬ 
my  effe&ed  the  pafTage  in  the  courfe 
of  the  day.  Apprifed  that  a  confider- 
able  divilion  of  Auftrians  were  ap¬ 
proaching  in  order  to  oppofe  the 
pafiage*  Buonaparte  marched  with 
the  forces  that  had  already  palled 
the  river,  and  met  them  at  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Forribio,  where  they  had 
intrenched  themfelves  with  twenty 
pieces  of  cannon.  After  a  vigo¬ 
rous  refi fiance*  the  Au  Brians  re¬ 
treated  with  lofs. 

In  the  mean  while  another  body 
bf  Au Brians  were  advancing  to  fup- 
port  the  divilion  which  had  been 
poBed  at  Fombio,  and  had  reached 
the  head-quarters  of  general  Laharpe 
at  Codoguo.  A  flight  aflion  took 
place,  in  which  the  Auftrians  were 
jrepulfed;  but  the  French  army  ex¬ 
perienced  a  very  fevere  lofs  in  the 
death  of  their  general,  who  had  di- 
itinguilhed  himfelf  with  fo  much 


bravery  atMonte-Notte,  and  Mille- 
limo,  and  who  had  in  1791  been’ 
condemned  to  death  as  an  inhabi¬ 
tant  of  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  by  the 
magiBracy  of  Berne,  for  his  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  French  revolution* 
General  Berthier  arrived  in  the  in¬ 
terval,  and  purfued  the  enemy  to 
Cafal,  of  which  he  took  pofiefiion. 

The  dukes  of  Parma  and  Mode¬ 
na,  on  whofe  territory  the  French 
had  entered,  and  who  did  not  ex¬ 
pert  fo  fpeedy  an  attack,  were 
compelled  to  demand  a  fufpenlioii' 
of  arms,  which  was  granted  on  con¬ 
dition  of  the  payment  of  ten  mil¬ 
lions  of  livres  to  replenifh  the  ex- 
hauBed  magazines  of  the  army  ;and- 
of  contributing  to  the  national  mu- 
feum  of  Paris  a  certain  number  of 
the  moB  celebrated  paintings,  at  the 
choice  of  the  general,  or  commilfi-1 
oners  named  for  that  purpofe ;  and 
finally,  fending  ambafiadors  to  Paris 
to  treat  for  peace  with  the  dire&ory. 

The  Au Brians,  defeated  at  Fom- 
bio,  had  made  good  their  retreat  to 
Lodi,  on  the  river  Addi,  wheremar- 
flial  Beaulieu  had  concentrated  his 
forces.OntheapproachoftheFrench, 
they  had  abandonedthe  town  with  fo 
much  precipitation-  that  they  had 
not  timetodeBroy  the  bridge,  which 
was,  however*  defended  by  a  con- 
fiderable  artillery  ;  and  the  imperial 
troops  weredrawnupin  line  of  battle 
to  prevent  the  pafiage.  (  10th  May) 
A  fevere  cannonade  took  place  for 
fome  hours:  but  the  Blew  of  refin¬ 
ance  made  by  the  Au Brians  appeared 
fo  formidable,  that  the  French  gene¬ 
rals  were  for  fome  time  undecided 
with  relpeft  to  the  manner  of  the 
attack.  To  pafs  the  bridge  in  the  face 
of  the  An  Brian  army  poBed  fo  ad- 
vantaoeoufiv,  was  incurring  certain 
deBru<Bion  to  numbers;  and  there¬ 
fore  in  the  deliberation  which  took 
place  between  the  French  generals, 
the  majority*  were  of  opinion  that 
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the  paflage  fhould  be  attempted  at 
places  at  fome  diftance,  both  above 
and  below  the  town,  where  the 
refl  dance  would  be  confiderably 
weakened,  if  not  rendered  ineffec¬ 
tive.  Buonaparte,  however,  full  of 
confidence  in  his  foldiers,  and  feel¬ 
ing  that  delay  was  more  injurious  to 
his  plan  of  operations  than  the  lofs 
to  be  incurred  by  marching  up  to 
the  batteries  of  the  Andrians,  gave 
peremptory  orders  that  the  attack 
ffiould  be  made  by  the  bridge.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  before  day-break,  the 
army  prepared  for  the  enterprife, 
and  a  column  of  carabineers,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  battalion  of  grenadiers, 
paired  half-  wavthe  bridge  before  they 
were  perceived  by  the  Audrians. 
A  general  difcharge  dedroyed  about 
feven  hundred  ;  the  advanced  body 
of  the  column  was  ftruck  with  ter¬ 
ror,  and  flopped  fhort ;  but  animated 
by  the  cries  of  64  Vive  la  republi- 
que !”  from  the  generals,  who  faw 
the  danger,  and  who  threw  them- 
felves  at  their  head,  they  ruflied 
forwards  with  impetuofity,  feized 
the  Audrian  artillery,  broke  through 
the  lines,  and  throwing  the  whole 
into  diforder,  ended  the  conteft 
by  difperfing  the  imperial  troops. 
While  one  part  of  the  republican 
forces  purfued  Beaulieu  towards 
Mantua,  the  red  entered  Milan  on 
the  1 8th  May,  without  further  re- 
fldance  ;  and-  the  French  armies 
gained  pofTedion  of  the  whole  of 
Lombardy. 

While  France  by  the  fuccefs  of 
her  arms  was  leflening  the  number 
of  her  enemies  in  Europe,  die  found 
her  influence  decreafing  in  the 
United  States  of  America.  Though 
little  was  to  have  been  expelled 
from  national  gratitude,  it  was  fup- 
pofed  that  national  honour  would 
have  prevented  the  American  go¬ 
vernment  from  feizing  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  when  the  French  republic 


was  drugging  for  her  political  ev¬ 
idence,  to  throw  itfelf  into  the  arms 
of  her  mod  potent  enemy.  It  was 
therefore  with  equal  furprife  and 
indignation  that  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  heard  of  the  conciufion  of  the 
treaty  which  was  formed  by  Mr. 
Jay,  between  that  country  and  Eng* 
land,  the  tenor  of  which  was  lo 
evidently  in  oppofition  to  treaties 
already  exiding  between  America 
and  France,  that  it  was  concluded 
that  an  open  breach  between  the 
two  nations  mud  have  been  the  im¬ 
mediate  confequence. 

For  fome  time  pad,  the  conduct 
of  the  American  adminidration  to¬ 
wards  the  republic  had  been  didant 
and  ceremonious ;  nor  did  the  recall 
and  difgrace  of  M.  Genet,  the 
French  ambaflador,  whofe  perfona! 
altercations  with  the  prefident  nad 
led  the  French  government  to  make 
this  a<5t  of  folemn  reparation,  effect 
any  change  in  its  favour.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  the  conduct  of  M. 
Genet  was  contrary  to  that  fpiritof 
moderation  which  a  perfon  in  his 
official  dation  ought  to  have  ob- 
ferved  ;  but  the  peculiar  fituation  of 
the  French  republic  fhould  have  led 
the  American  government  to  make 
great  allowances,  efpecially  when 
the  fyftem  of  the  propagandey  which, 
it  is  faid,  was  attempted  to  be  in¬ 
troduced,  by  order  of  the  committees 
of  the  revolutionary  regime ,  into 
America,  had  been  formally  dif- 
claimed  by  thofe  who  afterwards 
held  the  reins  of  power. 

A  momentary  gleam  of  reconcili¬ 
ation  had  been  thrown  acrofs  this 
lhade  of  difcontent  bv  the  arrival  of 
a  new  ambaflador,  'Mr.  Monroe, 
from  America  ;  whofe  political 
principles  were  known  to  be  direct¬ 
ly  oppbiite  to  thofe  of  his  predecef- 
for,  Mr.  Morris  :  and  the  language 
of  American  fraternity  and  congra¬ 
tulation  was  once  more  heard  at  the 
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f  of  the  national  convention.  But  of  this  legalized  preference  fhewn  to 
s  negotiation  for  a  treaty  of  com-  the  Engiifh  intereft. 

?ree  with  England  foon  taught  An  intercepted  -letter  from  the 
e  French  what  value  they  had  to  prefident  of  the  United  States,  ad- 
ix  to  thefe  new  profeffions  pf  na-  drefled  to  Mr.  Morris,  who  was 
»nal  amity,  and  what  confidence  lately  the  American  ambaiTador  in 
is  to  be  repofed  in  the  benevo'-  France,  and  who  then  officiated  as 
ice  of  a  government,  the  ftandard  feeret  agent  of  the  American  go- 
vvhofe  attachment,  it  was  laid,  vernrhent  in  London,  had  already 
s  to  be  known  only  by  that  of  it's  difcoverea  to  the  directory  the  hof- 
irice.  The  treaty  i  tie  If  was  lefs  tile  views  of  the  government  of  the 
sded  in  France  than  the  difpofi-  United  States.  This  letter,  dated 
ns  which  led  to  its  formation.  It  from  Philadelphia*  the22d  Decem- 
s  obferved,  that  certain  articles  ber,  1 795',  was  a  detailed  anfwer  to 
this  treaty  not  only  infringed  on  various  letters  of  Mr.  Morris  re- 
:  treaty  concluded  between  the  fpedting  the  pending  negotiation* 
lited  States  and  the  French  na-  The  prefident  complained  highly  of 
n  in  1778,  but  were  diredl  vi-  the  haughty  conduf!  of  the  Englifti 
tions- of  it.  In  that  treaty,  for  admlniftjratlon,  and  of  the  arbitrary 
lance,  the  United  States  formally  meafures  which  they  had  purfued* 
aranteed  to  the  French  their  co-  and  which  they  were  continuing  to 
lies  in  the  Weft  Indies,  in  cafe  of  purfue,  with  refpecft  to  American 
ick ;  in  the  prefent,  even  fup-  navigation.  He  requefttd  Mr* 
es  of  provifions  fent  to  thofe  co-  Morris  to  rep  re  Cent  to  the  miiirfter 
ties  are  ftated  to'  be  illegal  com-  not  only  the  injuftice,  but  tfie  im- 
rce.  policy  of  this  conduct,  particularly 

It  Was  expected  that  a  treaty  fo  ut  a  moment  when  it  was  fo  much 
tile  to  the  intereft  of  France,  and  the  intereft  of  England  to  conciliate 
contrary  even  to  that  fpirit  of  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
itrality.  which  it  was  the  obvious  United  States  to  the  acceptance  of 
ereft  of  the  .fymerican  govern-  the  treaty.  He  detailed  tire  efforts 
nt  to  obferve,  would  not  have  he  had  made,  and  the  difficulties  he 
m  fandfioned  by  the  American  had  undergone,  to  overcome  the 
filature.  Notwithftanding  the  wayward  drfpoiition  of  his  country- 
idominancv  of  Britifh  influence  men  towards  French  politics*  the 
the  fenate,  and  the  disfavour  of  abettors  of  which  were  the  chief 
prefident  towards  French  prin-  opponents  of  the  treaty  in  queftion^ 
»les,  were  well  underftood  to  exift,  which,'  however,  he  laid,  had  the 
it  was  fuppofed  that  the  change  approbation  and  fancftion  of  the 
uch  had  taken  place  in  the  fitu-  greater  and. more  refpcdtable  part  of 
an  of  France  and  that  of  Europe  the  community.  Hjs  main  object  ^ 
ce  the  negotiation  had  been  open-  he  obferved,  the  only  objedl  which 
would  have  led  the  American  ought  to  be  continually  kept  in 
mature  to  refufe  its  ratification,  view,-  was  peace,  which  he  was 
talthough  it  was  evident  from  the  moft  anxious  to  preferve  :  and  if 
afion  of  the  congrefs,  what  was  America  was  happy  enough  to  keep 
■  general  fentiment  in  America  herfelf  out  of  European  quarrels, 
pedling  this  treaty,  the  French  fhe  might,  from  the  increafe  of  her 
fern  menr  heard  with  indignation  ttade,  from  fecuring  the  monopoly 
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of  being  the  carrier  of  the  world, 
vie,  in  twenty  years,  with  the  moft 
formidable  powers  of  Europe. 

This  letter,  faved  from  the  wreck 
of  the  Bofton  packet,  which  had 
foundered  on  the  coaft  of  France, 
was  confidered  as  decihve  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  difpofttions  of  the 
American  government  towards  the 
rench  republic  $  of  the^  intrigues 
carried  on  with  the  Englifli ;  and 
naturally  awakened  thole  feelings 
of  refentment  which  arife  from  a 
fenfe  of  injury  heightened  by  in¬ 
gratitude  ;  and  excited  alfo  a  delire 
of  difplaying  that  refentment.  Va¬ 
rious  were  the  reprefentations  made 
to  the  executive  power  of  France  to 
calm  the  indignation  which  thefe 
provocations  had  roufed.  It  was 
alleged  on  the  one  hand,  that  the 
attempts  made  by  the  late  commit- 
teesof  government  to  revolutionize 
America,  had  not  been  forgotten ; 
that  the  Englifli  party,  taking  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  imprudence  of  the 
agents  of  the  French  republic,  had 
acquired  an  undue  preponderance 
in  the  counfels  of  the  executive 
power  of  the  United  States;  that 
this  alienation  was  only  temporary, 
arifing  on  the  one  hand  from  the 
dread  of  the  Englilh,  on  the  other, 
from  the  powerlefs  ftate  of  the 
French  republic  at  that  period  ; 
from  whom  they  could,  in  cafe  of 
need,  hope  for  no  afliftance  ;  that 
it  was  very  probable  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty  would  be  refufed  by 
the  congrefs ;  and  that  the  general 
diflike  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States  to  any  ferious  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Englilh  govern¬ 
ment,  was  a  decided  faCt,  whatever 
might  be  the  difpofition  of  the  exe¬ 
cutive  power;  that  a  declaration  of 
hofhlities  againft  the  United  States 
would  be  detrimental  to  the  caufe  of 
the  republic,  by  leflening  the  num¬ 
ber  of  its  friends ;  and  that  it  wras 


probable  the  enfuing  election  fot 
the  prefidentlhip  would  product 
fuch  changes  in  American  politics 
as  might  prove  more  beneficial  tc 
the  interefts  of  France  than  the  mofi 
brilliant  and  decided  fuccefs  of  hei 
arms. 

Thefe  and  other  reprefentations 

countera&edlhe  effeCts  of  the  dif 

cpvery  made  by  the  prefident’s  let 

ter.  The  direCtorv  determined  or 
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continuing  the  femblance  of  friend 
fhip  with  the  United  States,  anc 
contented  itfelf  with  following  th< 
fame  conduCt  with  refpeCt  to  thei 
vefiels  bound  to  England,  as  Eng 
land  had  done,  throughout  the  war 
with  refpeCt  to  American  vefiel 
bound  to  France. 

While  fuch  was  the  fituation  o 
France  with  refpeCt  to  one  republic 
her  interefts  with  another  appearec 
not  lefs  on  the  decline.  The  re 
publican  party  in  Holland  had  tak 
en  meafures  to  infure  the  fuccef 
of  the  French  arms  in  that  countn 
in  the  campaign  of  1793,  had  no 
Dumouriez’s  precipitate  retreat,  ant 
his  fubfequent  defection,  not  onlj 
crufhed  their  efforts,  but  endanger 
ed  their  lives.  Early  in  the  cam 
paign  of  1794,  they  informed  thi 
commiflionersfrom  the  convention 
who  attended  the  northern  armies 
of  their  fituation,  and  of  the  im 
poffibllity  of  attempting  to  ftiake  of 
their  yoke  without  fome  elfeCtivt 
foreign  aid.  The  favourable  anfwe: 
given  by  the  commiftioners,  and  th< 
more  certain,  promifes  made  by  th< 
committees  of  the  French  govern 
ment,  led  them  to  aftembie  again  01 
all  fides  in  fecret  committees,  to  or 
ganize  a  general  plan  of  nationa 
infurreClion.  As  the  firft  objeCt  wa 
to  enlighten  and  inftruCt  the  peopl 
(as  they  termed  it)  they  eftablifhe< 
fecret  printing-offices,  and  adapt 
ed  various  other  means  to  deceiv 
the  vigilance  of  the  govern  men! 

9  Having 
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avitig  inftituted  popular  foeieties 
roughout  the  country,  the  chiefs 
rmed  themfelves  into  two  central 
mmittees,  of  which  one  was  ap- 
lintrd  to  correfpond  with  the 
ench  government  and  its  agents, 
rile  the  talk  of  the  other  was  to 
itch  the  motions  of  the  govern- 
?nt  at  home,  to  counteract  its 
erations,  and  contribute,  as  far  as 
dr  influence  extended,  to  prepare 
?  mafs  of  the  nation  for  a  general 
damation  of  its  rights. 

The  infurredtion  was  to  take  place 
Amfterdam ;  and  although  the 
:cefs  of  the  French  arms  in  the 
iw  Countries  had  filled  Holland 
th  the  retreating  armies  of  the 
dtholder,  and  of  England,  it 
s  determined  bv  the  committees 
take  advantage  of  the  favourable 
?nts  which  the  brilliant  fucceffes 
the  French  at  Fleurus,  and  on 
i  Meufe,  gave  them,  and  declare 
^mfelves  openly  both  in  the  capi- 
and  in  the  provinces.  General 
-hegru,  who  was  made  acquainted 
th  this  refolution,  informed  them 
letter  (on  the  6th  of  Septem- 
r),  that,  according  to  the  inftruc- 
ns  he  had  received  from  the  com- 
ttees  of  government,  he  fhould 
ack  in  a  few  days  the  armies  that 
vered  the  frontiers,  and  fhould 
tach  thirty  thoufand  men  who 
:re  on  the  Meufe,  acrofs  the 
aal,  to  prevent  the  march  of  the 
emv  to  Amfterdam ;  to  which 
ice  the  French  troops  fhould  re¬ 
iron  the  news  of  the  infurreCtjon 
the  patriotic  party,  who  were 
ged  to  make  provifion  at  Utrecht 
f  the  fpeedy  arrival  of  their  auxi- 
ries.  A  variety  of  obftacies  to 
?accomplifiiment  of  their purpofe, 

■  the  part  of  the  French,  once 
3re  fpread  confternation.  and  dif- 
ty  among  the  Dutch  patriots, 
fle  affiirance  of  fuccefs  in  the  pro¬ 
ves  of  immediate  fupport  on  the 
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part  of  the  French,  had  alfo  thrown 
them  off  their  guard  ;  and  their  plan 
of  i nfur reCti on,  which  had  hitherto 
been  kept  fecret  by  a  vafl  multitude, 
came  to  the  knowledge  of  govern- 
ment. 

The  fladtholder,  alarmed  at  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  confpiracy, 
was  too  weak  topunifh,  or  too  timid 
to  attempt  it ;  and  the  only  a 61  of 
violence  committed  was  the  arrefl: 
of  fix  citizens,  who,  our  readers  will 
recolleft,  in  difobedience  of  a  procla¬ 
mation,  prefented  a  petition  againft 
the  refolution  adopted  by  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  inundating  the  coun¬ 
try  on  the  approach  of  the  French, 
armies.  The  forming  of  a  revolu¬ 
tionary  army  on  the  eaftern  frontiers, 
to  be  commanded  by  Dutch  officers 
then  in  the  French  fervice,  among 
other  projects  of  infurredtion,  was 
propofedby  the  French  commiiiion- 
ers,  and  approved  by  the  Dutch  pa¬ 
triots,  who,  though  the  plan  was  dif- 
cult  and  dangerous,  refolved  to  put 
it  into  execution,  and  fent  a  depu¬ 
tation,  to  concert  the  means  with  the 
French  generals.  Thofe  deputies 
on  their  arrival  found  the  plan  alto¬ 
gether  abandoned,  and  the  French 
commiilioners  difpofed  to  receive 
them  rather  as  vanquiflied  enemies 
than  as  allies  or  brethren. 

On  the  invafion  of  Holland,  fa¬ 
cilitated  by  the  feverity  of  the  fea- 
fon,  which  had  frozen  the  rivers 
and  the  inundations,  theDutch,  who 
had  experienced  how  little  confider- 
ation  was  to  be  expedled  from  the 
agents  of  the  French  government, 
applied  immediately  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  itfelf,  and  prefented  a 
long  chain  of  evidence.to  prove  how 
neceflary  their  co-operation  with  the 
French  arms  had  been  for  the  fub- 
verfion  of  the  power  of  the  ftadt- 
holder,  with  whom  they  had  con- 
fidered  themfelves,  equally  with 
France,  as  being  at  war,  and  had 
N  2,  ufed 
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ufed  the  mod  effective  means  in 
their  power  to  allure  the  triumph  of 
the  principles  of  liberty  in  their 
own  country,  which  they  prefumed 
was  alfo  the  obje#  of  the  French. 
The  moderation,  with  which  the 
Dutch  republicans  ailed  towards 
their  opponents,  gave  additional 
luftre  to  the  unremitting  perfeve- 
rance  with  which  they  conduced, 
and  the  courage  by  which  they  ef¬ 
fected,  their  revolution.  Except  the 
grand  penfionary,  who  was  impri- 
fcne  1,  no  one  was  punifhed  or  per¬ 
fected  for  his  previous  conduit  or 
opinions  ;  and  thofe  even,  who  had 
been  mod  aitively  engaged  in  plun¬ 
dering  and  profecuting  the  patriots 
after  their  indfeitual  attempt  in 
1787,  were  differed  to  remain  in 
peace. 

Whatever  may  be  the  future  de- 
ftiny  of  Holland  under  the  eda- 
blifliment  of  a  free  and  liberal  go¬ 
vernment,  releafed  from  the  in ilu-. 
ence  of  England,  and  the  oppredion 
of  Pruflia;  her  dtuation  at  prefent, 
in  having  the  former  country  for 
her  enemy,  and  France  exaiting 
fupplies  in  every  quarter,  as  her 
friend,  is  embarraffing  and  critical. 
The  treaty  between  the  two  repub¬ 
lics  was  edeemed  by  a  great  party 
in  Holland  rather  as  the  requifitions 
of  a  conqueror  than  the  conditions 
of  an  ally  ;  and  the  levies  which  the 
French  government  has  made  on 
the  properties  of  thofe  who  were 
mod  attached  to  their  intereds,  and 
the  heavy  contributions  which  they 
have  raided,  have  led  the  Dutch  to 
paufe  in  their  prognodications  of 
the  future.  They  may  perhaps 
doubt,  whether,  inthewindingupof 
this  eventful  drama,  when  the  time 
lhall  come  that  all  the  prefent  dif- 
cordancies  (hall  be  .  hufhed  into 
peace,  and  the  lodes  or  advantages 
produced  by  this  widely  extended 
touted  dial!  be  fettled  according  to 


the  refpedlive  powers  or  claims 
each  belligerent  country, — Hollan 
whofe  independence  has  hither 
been  an  avowed  or  fecretrarticle 
every  treaty  which  the  French  r 
public  has  concluded,  will  have 
boad  of  her  alliance;  —  whether,  i 
dead  of  obtaining  the  bleflings 
liberty,  they  have  only  drifted  the 
fetters  for  a  more  brilliant  depei 
dence  ;  or,  if  their  freedom  be  eve] 
tually  edablifiied,  whether  it  be  n 
attained  by  facrifices  that  diall  grea 
lydiminifh  its  value,  by  treaties  wi 
their  friends  or  concefiions  to  the 
enemies,  which  lhall  contra#  tl 
limits  of  their  empire  or  the  boui 
daries  of  their  indudry,  and  brir 
down  their  country  from  that  hi^ 
commercial  rank  which  it  has  h 
therto  held  among  the  nations  1 
Europe. 

After  long  conteds  between  tl 
various  parties  refpedling  the  coi 
vocation  of  a  conventional  aflen 
bly,  the  two  provinces  of  Frifelar 
and  Zeeland,  which  had  been  mo 
averfe  to  the  propofition,  aflente 
to  the  widi  of  the  majority;  and  tl 
national  aflembly  was  indalled  0 
the  fird  of  March  1796.  The  cit 
zens  of  the  United  Provinces  wej 
formed  into  two  great  divifions ;  tl 
one  compofed  of  the  proprietor,  tl 
merchant,  the  capitalid,  and  a 
thofe  who  were  generally  ranked  i 
the  claftes  of  the  rich  ;  which  div 
don  was  for  a  general  revolution 
the  other,  comprehending  all  tl 
clades  of  the  poor  and  dependen 
flattered  and  fupported  by  the  part 
of  the  lladthoider,  were  averfe  t 
any  confiderable  change.  Thei 
great  divifions  were  afterwardsfub 
divided  into  various  parts;  and  th 
primary  aflemblies  were  compofe 
of  citizens  of  very  oppoflte  ways  c 
thinking.  While  fome  were  attach 
ed  to  theancient  government  by  th 
dates,  with  certain  reformations 
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End  others  wifhed  for  a  total  change, 
many  propofed  to  adopt  at  once 
the  French  conftitution,  as  it  was 
already  prepared  ;  and  a  great  num¬ 
ber,  confifting  of  what  in  France 
had  been  called  jacobins,  and  who 
had  acquired  the  exaggerated  and 
anarchical  ideas  of  that  fed:,  ar¬ 
dently  defired  a  conftitution  ftili 
more  popular.  The  partifans  of 
the  ftadtholderSte  were  very  few, 
or  at  lead,  thought  it  prudent  to 
difiemble  their  opinions.  One  of 
the  firft  ads  of  the 'aftembiv  was 
a  declaration  of  war  againft  Eng¬ 
land,  which  power  had  then  de¬ 
prived  the  republic  of  almoft  all 
its  colonies  both  in  the  Eaft  and 
Weft  Indies. 

The  Englifli  cabinet  (on,  the  8th 
March),  by  the  agency  of  its  am- 
baffador  to  the  Helvetic  dates,  had 
communicated  to  the  government 
of  France  a  feries  of  propositions 
relative  to  a  general  pacification. 
The  apparent  motive  of  this  com¬ 
munication  was  to  afcertain  whether 
there  was  any  difpofition  in  France 
to  open  a  negotiation  with  his 
Britannic  majefty  and  his  allies, 
for  the  eftabliftiment  of  a.  general 
peace  on  juft  and  equitable  condi¬ 
tions;  and  whether,  for  this  purpofe, 
it  would  be  agreed  to  appoint  a  con- 
grefs  to  arrange  the  terms ;  whether 
France  would  fignify  what  her  in¬ 
tentions  were  with  refped  to  the 
bafis  of  a  general  pacification  ;  or 
whether  fhe  had  any  other  mode  to 
propofe  whereby  that  end  could  be 
attained  ? 

The  diredory,  anxious  to  evince 
its  difpofitions  for  peace,  without 
noticing  the  difrefpedful  manner 
in  which  this  communication  was 
made,  anfwered  that  it  was  its 
fincere  defire  to  make  peace,  and 
detailed  the  conditions  on  which 
it  was  prepared  to  offer  it ;  of 
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which  one  was indifpenfable, name¬ 
ly,  that  of  retaining  the  provinces 
in  the  Low  Countries,  which  by  the 
conftitutional  ad  had  been  united 
to  the  French  republic. 

Thele  propofitions?  as  might  have 
been  forefeen,  were  immediately  de¬ 
clared  by  the  Englifli  miniftry  to  be 
utterly  inadmiffible  ;  while  on  the 
other  hand  the  French  government 
felt  itfejf  humbled  in  having  been 
made  the  dupe  of  the  application, and 
having  in  confequence  of  it  com¬ 
mitted  the  dignity  of  the  republic. 

The  fituation  of  France  at  this 
period  was  fuch,  as  to  enable  the 
government  to  take  a  review  of  the 
hoft'ile  difpofitions  which  many  of 
the  Swifs  cantons  had  evinced  to¬ 
wards  it  at  the  commencement  of 
the  war;  and  which  were  continu¬ 
ed  till  they  were  awed  into  refped 
by  the  fplendour  of  French  vic¬ 
tories.  The  diredory,  therefore, 
with  the  deiign  of  recalling  to  the 
remembrance  of  the  Swifs  their 
paft  condud,  rather  than  from  any 
ferious  apprehenfions  entertained 
of  the  danger,  demanded,  on  the 
26th  March,  from  the  magiftracy 
of  Balle,  as  being  the  neareft  can¬ 
ton,  and  that  which  lay  between 
the  army  of  the  empire  and  that  of 
the  republic,  an  explanation  con¬ 
cerning  certain  plans  fuppofed  to 
have  been  formed  by  the  coalefced 
powers,  of  violating  the  neutrality. 

It  was  afterted,  that,  with  the  aid  of 
feveral  of  the  citizens  of  various 
cantons  of  Switzerland,  and  with 
the  connivance  of  the  government 
of  Bafle,  the  Auftrians  had  pro- 
jeded  the  invafion  of  the  depart¬ 
ments  which  formerly  coinpofed 
the  province  of  Franche  Comte, 
by  paffing  over  that  narrow  pori 
tion  of  the  territory  of  Bafle  which 
divides  France  from  the  imperial 
dominions  in  the  Frickthal,  and 
N  3  lies 
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lies  along  the  Rhone,  from  Bade 
to  Schadhaufen. 

The  manner  of  conveying  the 
fentiments  of  the  directory  to  the 
government  of  Bade,  which  was 
only  by  way  of  extract  from  their 
registers,  was  as  humiliating  as  the 
accufation.  The  magidrates  (hew¬ 
ed  in  their  anfwer  how  much  they 
felt  this  contempt,  and,  after  re¬ 
marking  the  novelty  of  the  mode 
of  application,  denied  the  charge, 
and  complained  of  the  hodile  man¬ 
ner  in  which  it  was  made ;  at  the 
fame  time  declaring,  in  reply  to 
the  infinuation  of  the  French  gor 
vernment,  that,  “  if  they  were  not 
fudiciently  ftrong  to  defend  their 
own  territory,  the  directory  mud 
take  meafures  to  infure  the  fafety 
of  the  French  reoublic,”  that  thev 
accepted  the  refponfibility  impof- 
ed  on  them  by  the  French  go¬ 
vernment,  and  that  they  could 
not  only  depend  on  the  inhabitants 
of  their  own  canton,  but  on  thofe 
of  the  whole  Helvetic  confedera¬ 
tion. 

The  tone  of  this  explanation 
caufed  further  umbrage;  and  the 
directory  made  another  remon- 
drance,  demanding  a  more  formal 
exculpation  from  the  charge.  This 
fecond  remondrance  wore  too  for¬ 
midable  an  afpedl  to  be  treated 
otherwife  than  with  the  mod  feri- 
ous  attention.  Accordingly  it  was 
determined  by  the  cantons  to  fend 
an  ambadador  to  Paris,  to  confer 
with  the  diredlory.  The  embady 
was  entruded  to  Mr.  Ochs,  the 
chancellor  of  Bade,  whofe  known 
attachment  to  the  caufe  *pf  the  Re¬ 
volution  was  likely  to  render  his 
million  fuccefsful.  The  proper  ex¬ 
planations  took  place  between  the 
envoy  and  the  French  government, 
and  ended  in  a  further  confirma¬ 


tion  of  amity  between  the  two' re¬ 
publics, 

Although  the  public  tranquillity 
had  remained  undidurbed  at  Paris* 
w  here  the  differen  t  factions  were  kept 
in  check  by  the  immediate  force  of 
government,  who  had  created  a  le- 
venth  minider,  with  the  title  of 
the  minider  of  the  police,  the  fouth 
of  France  was  delivered  up  to  the 
mod  dreadful  diforders.  This 
country  had  been  mod  frequently 
the  theatre  of  violence  and  blood- 
died  from  the  beginning  of  the 
revolution,  and  during  the  reiyn. 
of  terror  had  felt  the  mod  fatal 
effects  of  jacobinical  proscription. 
The  glaciere  of  Avignon,  the  fu- 
fillades  at  Lyons,  and  the  com- 
mitlion  of  the  revolutionary  tri¬ 
bunal  at  Orange,  make  a  memora¬ 
ble  part  of  the  hidory  of  that  fan- 
guinary  period.  The  authors  of 
thefe  mafiacres  had  been  delivered 
VP  to  punifhmentj  but  the  fame 
ju face  had  not  been  exercifed  on 
all  who  had  commanded  or  per* 
petiated  thofe  revolutionary  mur¬ 
ders. 

The  mafia  ores  at  Toulon  after 
thi„  evacuation  of  that  place  by  the 
Enghfli  and  Spanifh  armies,  having 
had  more  the  appearance  of  nati, 
onal  punifiiment,  had  been  but  lit¬ 
tle  invefiigated.  The  two  mif- 
fionanes  who  had  been  lent  to  re¬ 
volutionize  in  the  interval  of  the 
recapture  of  Toulon  and  the  fall 
of  Robefpierre,  weroBarras,  fince  a 
member  of  the  diredlory,  and  Fre- 
ron,  a  deputy  of  the  national  con¬ 
vention,  According  to  the  returns 
made  by  thele  mifiionaries  to  their 
condiments,  the  committee  of  ge- 
neral  fafety  at  that  period,  the. 
murders  committed  under  their  di¬ 
rection  equalled  in  atrocity,  if  not 
in  numbers,  thefe  of  their  moll  ac¬ 
tive 
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five  colleagues  ;  fince,  according  to 
the  correfpondence  of  Freron,  pub- 
lifhed  afterwards  by  a  member  of 
that  committee,  he  appears  to  have 
celebrated  the  mafia  ere  of  the  twem 
ty-two  deputies  of  the  Gironde  par¬ 
ty,  by  a  public  feftival  at  Toulon, 
where  he  boafts  of  difpatching  the 
inhabitants  at  the  rate  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  a  day.  ' 

The  perpetration  of  fo  many 
crimes  required  a  multitude  of 
agents :  and  when  the  reign  of  ja¬ 
cobin  terror  ceafed,  the  inhabitants 
of  thofe  countries  in  the  South 
where  its  atrocity  had  been  moft 
Severely  felt,  revenged  the  nume¬ 
rous  victims  it  had  made  by  the  de¬ 
finition  of  thofe  who  had  been 
the  immediate  in  liniments  of  its 
fury.  This  rea£tion  againft  jaco- 
binifm,  which  in  many  places  had 
gone  to  the  full  extent  of  juftice, 
was  checked  by  the  moderation 
and  authority  of  thofe  members  of 
the  national  convention  who  had 
been  fent  to  tranquillize  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  who  had  tbemfelves  been 
proferibed  under  the  decern  viral 
regime .  In  the  number  of  thefe 
per  So  ns  were  Ifnard  and  Jourdan, 
who,  while  they  reprefled  the  re¬ 
viving  fury  of  the  jacobins,  parti¬ 
cularly  on  the  occafion  of  a  mo¬ 
mentary  revolt  which  at  that  time 
took  place  at  Toulon,  checked  alfo 
the  popular  vengeance  which  Some? 
times  rofe  too  high  againft  them. 

The  wife  and  conciliatory  mea? 
lures  adopted  by  thofe  commif- 
fioners,  had  almoft  healed  the  wide 
wounds  inflicted  on  the  country  by 
thefe  heated  parties,  when  the  ja¬ 
cobin  faction,  immediately  after  the 
revolt  of  Vendemiaire,  fent  Freron, 
as  commiftary  general  of  the  exe¬ 
cutive  power,  once  more  into  the 
Southern  departments.  His  arrival 
was  again  tne  fignal  of  the  return 
of  terror.  Clothed  with  the  fu- 
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preme  autl  ority,  he  broke  the  de¬ 
partmental  adminiftrations  named 
by  the  people,  and  filled  the  va¬ 
cancies  with  men  covered  with 
crimes  and  blood.  He  inftituted 
anew  popular  Societies,  revolution¬ 
ary  committees,  and  central -com- 
miifions  at  Marfeilles,  by  the  au¬ 
thority  of  which  thofe  municipa¬ 
lities  in  the  departments  were 
broken,  the  Sentiments  of  whofe 
members  were  not  in  conformity 
to  their  own. 

Although  the  conftitution  was 
now  in  activity,  the  decrees  of 
Freron,  in  decided  contradi£Hon  to 
its  fpirit  and  letter,  had  all  the 
force  of  laws;  nor  was  it  until 
that  unhappy  country  had  groaned 
four  months  under  this  revolution¬ 
ary  regimen,  which  had  fpread  uni- 
verfal  terror  and  defolation,  that 
the  dire&ory  yielded  to  the  repeat¬ 
ed  reclamations  of  the  oppreffed 
inhabitants,  and  intimated  to  Fre¬ 
ron,  that  he  was  no  longer  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  executive  power. 

Freron  was  in  no  hafte  to  divert: 
himfelf  of  his  proconsular  autho¬ 
rity  ;  nor  was  it  till  the  directory 
had  peremptorily  ordered  one  of  its 
commiftioners  in  the  South  to  noti¬ 
fy  its  difpleafure  to  him,  that  he  at 
length  returned  to  Paris.  The  dif¬ 
fracted  State  of  the  South  called 
for  the  immediate  mterpofition  of 
government:  the  legiflature,  on  the 
motion'of  the  two  former  miffion- 
aries,  Jourdan  and  Ifnard,  ordered 
(24th  March)  a  commiffion  to  be 
inftituted  to  inquire  into  the  caufe 
of  the  troubles,  and  take  a  review 
of  the  provifionary  and  contradic¬ 
tory  laws  by  which  the  admini¬ 
ftrations  were  regulated. 

As  this  commiffion  was  inverted 
with  authority  to  collect  evidence, 
the  refult  of  which  would  lead,  as 
the  mover  obferved,  to  important 
difeoveries,  and  tear  off  the  veil 
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which  had  concealed  fo  many  hor¬ 
rors,  an  attempt  to  render  the 
members  of  it  fufpedted,  and.fruf- 
trate  their  labours,  was  made  by  a 
denunciation  of  a  terrorift-com- 
mune  in  the'fouth.  This  denun¬ 
ciation  was  fent  to  the  counfel  un¬ 
der  the  equivocal  landlion  of  Par¬ 
ras,  who  difavowed  it  as  foon  as 
th,e  alien iblv  in  a  fecret  committee 
had  declared  the  accufation  to  be 
calumnious  and  ill-founded.. 

The  failure  of  this  project  did 
not  difoourage  the  jacobin  party 
from  creating  new  obftacles  to  tne 
-report:  and  the  interefts  of  the  fac¬ 
tion  were  fo  much  implicated  in 
thefe  iranfadlions,  and  fome  per- 
fons  high  in  office,  as  has  been  ob¬ 
served,  were  fo  immediately  con¬ 
cerned,  that  the  council,  under 
pretence  of  difcouragiog  thefe  par¬ 
ty  feuds- and  perfonal  animosities 
which  had  fotnetimes  divided  the 
convention,  diffolved  the  cornmif- 
fion,  on  the  motion  of  a  jacobin 
deputy,  and  ordered  the  examina^ 
tion  of  the  caufes  of  the  difcon- 
tents  on  which  the  report  was  pro- 
pofed,  to  be  continued  by  the  di¬ 
rectory.  Without  making  any  re¬ 
port  to  the  councils,  the  directory 
proceeded  to  take  fuch  meafures  as 
fhould  reftore  tranquillity  to  the 
fouth ;  and  it  appears  that  thefe 
meafures  were  attended  with  bene- 
j£cial  effects. 

An  jnfurredlion  that  broke  out  in 
the  department  of  the  Nievre,  where 
jhe  jnfurgents,  under  the  title  of 
f.he  Company  of  the  King  and  of 
jefus,  had  taken  pbfTeffipn  of  the 
town  of  Sancerre,  was  likewife 
fupprefied  ;  but  although  the  di¬ 
rectory  had  endeavoured  to  hold 
|iie  balance  between  the  .different 
parties  who  contended  for  fupe- 
fiorky  in  directing  the  ffate  or  in¬ 
fluencing  the  meafures  of  goverh- 
jfpentg  it  acquired  the  confidence  of 


neither  party.  The  jacobins,  in 
particular,  who  boafted  that  the 
diredtorv  was  of  their  formation, 
and  who  had  hitherto  filled  almoft 
exclufively  the  places  under  go¬ 
vernment,  were  enraged  at  feeing 
the  return  of  moderate  and  hu¬ 
mane  principles,  and  tbemfefves 
pointed  out,  with  the  fandtion  of 
the  government,  as  objedls  of  pub¬ 
lic  animadverfiori,  if  not  of  punifh- 
ment. 

The  diredfory  had  avowed  by  a 
public  refolution,  that  its  confi¬ 
dence  had  fometimes  been  betray¬ 
ed,  and  its  views  fruffrated,  by  the 
nomination  of  unworthy  individu¬ 
als  to  offices  of  truff;  and  invited 
the  citizens  to  give  information 
againft  all  fuch  perfons.  The  ja¬ 
cobins  were  alarmed  at  this  defec¬ 
tion,  as  they  eftemed  it,  of  the  di- 
redtory  from  their  party;  and  this 
alarm  was  converted  into  purpofes 
of  vengeance,  when  their  afiemC 
blies  were  difperfed  by  order  of 
government,  and  their  places  of 
meeting  fhut  up. 

The  diredtorv  had  now  declared 
hoftilities  againff  this  implacable 
fadfion,  whofe  boldnefs  increafed 
in  proportion  to  the  refiftance  they 
encountered.  Further  meafures  of 
feveritv  were  exercifed  ayainft 

»  O 

them,  fuch  as  laws  to  punifh  with 
death  feditious  affemblies,  provo- 
cations  to  the  r.e-eftablifhment  of 
royalty,  or  of  the  conftitution  of 
Robefpierre ;  and  the  police  was 
ordered  to  remove  from  Paris  fuch 
members  of  the  former  conven¬ 
tion,  and  members  of  revolutionary 
committees  and  tribunals,  as  were 
held  to  be  the  chiefs  of  this  fac¬ 
tion. 

Moft  of  the  jacobins  who  were 
placed  in  offices  immediately  un¬ 
der  government,  were  difcharged  ; 
and  the  police  and  municipalities 
of  Paris,  where  they  had  had  the 
4  •  -  afcendency, 
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afcendency,  underwent  a  fevere 
icrutiny.  This  fpirit  of  infnb or¬ 
dination  was  not  confined  to  the 
civil  departments;  the  military 
force  of  Paris  was  found  likewife 
to  be  tainted  with  jacobinifm.  The 
directory,  with  the  authority  , of  the 
councils,  broke  the  divifion  known 
by  the  name  of  the  legion  of  po¬ 
lice,  part  of  which  refufed  to  obey 
the  orders,,  and  declared  themfelves 
in  open  revolt. 

It  had  long  been  the  aim  of  the 
jacobins  to  gain  the  military  force 
of  Paris  to  their  fide  ;  for  which 
purpofe  every  mode  of  fedudfion 
had  been  put  in  practice  ;  and  this 
part  of  their  plan  would  not  have 
been  unattended  with  luccefs,  had 
not  the  vigilance  of  government 
defeated  it  bv  fpeedy  interpofition. 
The  jacobins,  perceiving  that  their 
rcaufe  was  rather  injured  than  pro¬ 
moted  by  thefe  partial  movements, 
and  that  the  hand  of  government 
was  (Lengthened  againil:  them, 
conceived  at  length  a  more  daring 
project,  which  was  that  of  fub- 
verting  the  whole  government,  and 
introducing  once  more  the  revo¬ 
lutionary  regime . 

For  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks,  con- 
fufed  rumours  ran  through  the  city 
of  Paris,  of  a  projedted  infurrec- 
•tion  of  the  jacobins  ;  but  the  Pari¬ 
sians,  familiarized  to  the  terms  of 
infurredtion  and  revolt,  and  be¬ 
lieving  that  the  law  lately  palled 
ggainft  the  groupes  would  preferve 
the  city  againft  any  farther  attempts 
of  the  terrorists,  paid  little  atten¬ 
tion  to  thefe  reports.  The  govern¬ 
ment,  however,  did  not  remain  in 
the  fame  incautious  fecurity.  Ap¬ 
prized  early  of  the  horrible  con- 
fpiracy  which  was  forming,  and 
which  may  be  calfed  the  laft  agony 
of  expiring  jacobinifm,  the  execu¬ 
tive  directory  had  watched  its  pro- 
greft,  and  \yas  employed  in  taking 
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meafures  to  counteract  its  defigns. 
The  firit  of  thefe  meafures  was  the 
demand  made  to  the  legifiative  bo¬ 
dy,  of  a  decree  againft  the  af- 
fembling  of  the  groupes,  as  we 
have  before  related  ;  the  fecond 
was  the  ordering,  what  was  called 
the  legion  of  police,  to  leave  Pa¬ 
ris.  This  legion  confided  of  ten 
thoufand  men,  horfe  and  foot, 
who,  in  the  affair  of  Vendemiaire, 
had  been  feleCted  from  different  di¬ 
visions  of  the  army,  to  come  to 
Paris,  and  defend  the  conventi¬ 
onal  caufe.  Thofe  foldiers  hav¬ 
ing  gained  the  viCtorv”  over  the 
iedtions,  had  been  at  firff  flattered 
and  cheriffied  by  the  gover  imeiit, 
and  afterwards  corrupted  by  the 
licentipufnefs  of  the  capital,  and 
feduced  in  great  numbers  bv  the 
jacobins,  but  above  all,  by  the  in¬ 
cendiary  appeals  which  were  fre¬ 
quently  addrefied  to  them  by  the  a- 
poftle  of  anarchy,  Gracchus  Babeuf. 

The  directory,  aware  of  the  dan¬ 
ger  which  might  refult  from  this 
powerful  re-inforcement  to  the  ja¬ 
cobins,  ordered  the  legion  of  po¬ 
lice  to  join  their  refpective  corps 
upon  the  frontiers.  The  foldiers 

refufed  to  obev.  Fortunatelv,  the 
✓  -  ' 

jacobin  confpiracy  was  not  yet 
ripe  to  take  advantage  of  this  mu- 
tiny,  which  was  fuppreffed  by  the 
arrival  of  a  lufficient  number  of 
troops  from  the  camp  near  Paris  ; 
fome  of  the  battalions  fubmitted 
and  Vv'ere  pardoned  ;  the  reft  were 
broken,  and  lent,  ftrongly  guarded, 
to  their  refpeTive  communes. 

The  government  were  partly  led 
to  the  difcovery  of'  this  jacobin 
plot,  by  the  unguarded,  expreflions 
which  had  been  ufed  by  one  of 
the  confpirators,  Drouet,  the  poft- 
mafter  at  Varennes,  who  had  ar- 
refted  Lewis  the  Sixteenth,  and  had 
in  confequence  been  chofen  a  le- 
giflator,  without  any  other  quali¬ 
fication 

f  ^ 


■&Q'Z 


BRITISH  A  N  0 


fixation  for  the  office  than  the  proof 
which  he  had  thus  given  of  his 
hatred  of  kings.  Drouet  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  in  the  early  days  of 
terror,  by  fome  fpeeches  in  which 
he  called  for  blood  and  pillage, 
with  a  degree  of  vigour  which 
evinced  him  to  be  a  fit  colleague 
of  Robefpierre  and  his  affociates-. 
He  was,  however,  fuddenly  flopped 
in  his  revolutionary  career,  being 
taken  prifoner  by  the  Auftrians 
near  Tournay,  where  he  had  been 
fent  on  a  miffion.  Drouet  was  ex¬ 
changed  with  the  other  deputies, 
for  the  daughter  of  Lewis  the  Six¬ 
teenth,  as  formerly  related,  and  re¬ 
turned  to  Paris ;  a  fort  of  popula¬ 
rity  attended  thofe  perfons  who 
had  fuffered  a  long  captivity  for 
the  republic;  and  Drouet’s  revolu¬ 
tionary  phrafes  of  44  Soyons  bri¬ 
gands,”  and  44  Verfons  du  fang,” 
were  thought  of  no  more. 

Soon  after  his  return,  he  went 
into  his  own  department  to  receive 
the  congratulations  of  his  friends  ; 
and  they  were  compofed  of  difeon- 
tented  jacobins.  Thofe  men  per- 
fuaded  Drouet  that  it  would  be 
highly  glorious  ,  for  him  to  alfifl  in 
fubverting  what  they  called  the 
ariflocratical  conflitution  of  1795, 
and  eftablifliing  the  democratic 
conflitution  of  1793,  which  was 
the  conflitution  of  Robefpierre. 
Drouet  fo'emnlv  affured  his  com- 

J 

panions  at  parting,  that  they  thould 
fee  him  no  more  till  the  conflitu¬ 
tion  of  2793  was  reflored.  Some 
friends  of  liberty  and  order  in  the 
department,  who  had  a  knowledge 
of  their  defigns,  apprized  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  directory  of  what  had  pafT- 
ed  ;  and  in  confequence  of  this  in¬ 
formation,  Drouet’s  motions  were 
carefully  watched.  But  although 
the  plot  was  thus  known  to  the 
government,  there  were  many  ob- 
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flacles  to  its  being  counteracted* 

The  confpirators  were  well  ex¬ 
perienced  in  all  the  ways  of  re¬ 
volt,  and  were  too  wary  to  be 
eafily  traced  in  their  operations, 
much  lefs  to  be  feized  and  im- 
prifoned,  Their  committees  af- 
fembled  every  day  in  different  ha¬ 
bitations,  and  in  different  quarters 
of  the  town  ;  and  the  agents  of  the 
police,  employed  to  difeover  and 
arrefl  them,  having  been  cbofeu 
by  Merlin  of  Douay  from  that 
very  clafs  of  men,  there  was  much 
reafon  to  fear,  were  more  inclined 
to  league  with  than  punifh  the 
confpirators.  The  government 
were  probably  of  opinion,  that,  id 
the  prefent  exigency,  a  fitter  miw 
nifler  of  police  might  be  found 
than  Merlin  of  Douay  ;  he  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  removed  to  another  of¬ 
fice,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Cochon, 
a  member  of  the  council  of  elders, 
and  a  man  of  talents  and  integri¬ 
ty.  It  is  faid  at  Paris,  that  Merlin 
of  Douay  quitted  his  office  in  the 
police  without  informing  his  fuc- 
ceffor  of  the  jacobin  confpiracy. 
Cochon,  however,  was  foon  ap¬ 
prized  of  jt ;  but  having  no  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  agents  whom  Merlin 
had  left  him,  and  from  whom  he 
received  fuch  vague  accounts  of 
what  was  palling  as  were  altogether 
infufficient  for  his  purpofe,  he  had 
recourfe  to  a  fort  of  counter-po¬ 
licy,  and  entrufied  the  purfuit  of 
the  confpirators  to  two  brothers, 
who  had  been  employed  twenty 

vears  bv  Sartine*  and  who  under- 
•*  *  * 

took  the  prefent  affair  on  condi¬ 
tion  of  being  allowed  to  chufe  theip 
own  emifi'aries. 

The  confpirators  were  now  pur- 
fued  with  vigour,  and  their  haunts 
were  difeovered  f  but  they  fo  often 
changed  their  place  of  rendezvous,' 
that  feveral  attempts  were  made  to 
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eize  them  without  fuccefs.  On 
he  night  of  the  9th  of  May,  con- 
iderable  bodies  of  cavalry  were 
lationed  in  the  neigbourhood  of 
;he  Luxembourg  and  'the  Tuiile- 
■ies ;  and  the  Pont  Neuf  was  ftrorig- 
y  guarded.  And,  on  the  morning 
the  tenth,  the  guard  of  the  di- 
re&ory  and  of  the  legitlative  body 
was  tripled ;  the  ffreets  were  pa¬ 
trolled,  and  the  gardens  of  the  Lux* 
embourg  were  (hut.  On  the  fame 
day  the  council  of  five  hundred 
received  a  meffage  from  the  execu¬ 
tive  directory,  informing  them  that 
a  horrible  confpiracy  was  prepared 
to  burfl  forth  the  following  morn¬ 
ing  at  break  of  day  ;  that  the  de- 
fign  of  the  confpirators  was  to 
murder  the  executive  diredlory,  the 
members  of  the  two  councils,  the 
held-ofiicers,  the  ronftituted  autho¬ 
rities  of  Paris,  and  to  deliver  up  the 
city  to  pillage  and  mafTacre ;  that 
the  government,  informed  of  the 
place  where  the  confpirators  were 
affembled,  had  feized  them,  and 
was  obliged  to  add  with  regret,  that 
of  the  number  was  Drouet,  one  of 
their  own  colleagues.  Among  the 
perfons  arrefled  with  Drouet,  was. 
Laignelot,  an  ex-deputy  of  the  na¬ 
tional  convention,  who  had  been  a 
member  of  the  committee  of  general 
fafety  in  the  days  ofRobefpierre,  and 
was  celebrated  for  having  been  on 
million  with  Lequinio  at  Rochefort, 
who  not  only  caufed  many  perfons 
to  be  guillotined,  but  entertained  the 
executioner  at  his  table,  as  a  patriot 
who  deferved  well  of  his  country. 
Laignelot  was  a  man  of  letters,  and 
a  profefTed  atheift  ;  —  the  others 
were  Chafles  and  Ricard,  both 
members  of  the  national  conven- 
,  tion,  and  well  known  as  terroriils; — 
Babeuf,  onde  the  affociate  of  Marat, 
giving  himfelf  the  title  of  44  Grac¬ 
chus  Babeuf,  the  tribune  of  the 
people  j”<— ■Roflignol,  an  ex-general 
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of  the  Vendee,  renowned  for  the* 
horrors  he  had  committed  in  that 
country  ;  —  a  fecretary  of  Jofeph  le 
Bon ; Julien,  a  young  man  who* 
at  twenty-two  years  of  age,  had 
been  the  confidential  agent  of  Ro- 
befpierre,  and  had  led  multitudes 
of  innocent  perfons  to  the  fcaffold, 
among  whom  were  the  family,  of 
Gaudet : — thefe  affaffins,  with  fome 
others,  were  feized,  and  feveral 
perfons  engaged  in  the  confpiracy 
were  afterwards  arrefled.  Among 
thefe  was  Amar,  a  noted  terrorift, 
who  was  a  member  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  general  fafety  in  the  days* 
of  Robefpierre,  and  framed  the  act 
of  accufation  againfl  the  party  of 
the  Gironde;  he  was  arrefled  in  a 
houfe  in  the  Rue  Poiffonniere,  near 
the  very  fpot  where  he  himfelf  had- 
arrefled  Rabaut  St.  Etienne,  and 
dragged  him  to  the  fcaffold.  Va-' 
diet*  and  Robert  Lindet  efcaped. 
It  appears  from  the  papers  which 
were  Pent  bv  the  diredlorv  to  the' 
council  of  five  hundred,  that,  of  the 
various  plans  of  confpiracy  which 
have  convulfed  the  French  repub¬ 
lic,  none  had  been  more  complete¬ 
ly  organized,  or  more  daring  than 
this.  A  directory,  a  municipality' 
of  Paris,  revolutionary  committees, 
a  national  convention,  committees.' 
of  public  fafety,  and  of  general  fafe¬ 
ty,  were  to  be  immediately  formed, 
and  were  to  ad  min  filer  in  a  revo¬ 
lutionary  manner  till  the  eiiablidi- 
ment  of  the  conffitution  of  1793. 
Two  printed  proclamations  were' 
found  in  the  apartment  where  the 
confpirators  were  feized,  one  of 
which  was  to  be  circulated  in  Paris 
during  the  infurreclion,  and  the 
other  to  be  Pent  into  the  depart¬ 
ments,  beginning  with  thefe  words, 
— 44  The  tyrants  are  no  more.’* 
Orders  were  ready  to  .Poize  the 
repofitaries  of  arms,  the  treafury, 
the  telegraphs,  and  all  the  public 
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eff&bli  foments  in  and  near  Paris. 
According  to  one  declaration,  ail 
foreigners  were  to  furrender  them- 
felves  at  a  place  appointed,  on  pain 
of  being  inffantly  put  to  death ; 
according  to  another, -they  were  to 
be  mu  dered  without  that  previous 
formality.  The  foldiers  from  the 
neighbouring  camp  were  to  be  in¬ 
vited  to  come  into  the  town  in 
fmall  bands,  without  officers,  and 
without  colours,  and  were  to  be 
paid,  upon  their  arrival,  the  price 
of  their  horfes,  &c.  The  perfons 
who  were  to  compofe  the  new  le¬ 
gislative  body,  were  fixty-eight  of 
the  ex-conventional  members,  who 
had  not  been  re-eleCted,  a  deputy 
from  each  department,  and  proba¬ 
bly  a  few  mountaineers  of  the  pre- 
fent  tegiflative  body. 

The  fi  gnal  for  the  in  furred  ion 
would  have  been  involuntarily 
given  through  the  whole  extent  of; 
the  c;ty  by  the  police  itfelf;  being 
the  found  of  the  bell  which  is  every 
morning  rung  in  each  ieChoii  at  the 
time  appointed  for  cleanfing  the 
ilreets.  At  that  found  the  confpi- 
rators  were  to  form  themfelves  in¬ 
to  bands  of  four  or  five  perfons, 
to  enter  the  houfes  which  they  had 
marked,  and  flab  thofe  whom  they 
bad  deftined  to  perifo ;  then  join¬ 
ing  their  forces  at  a  place  of  gene¬ 
ral  rendezvous,  they  were  to  march 
»  in  eonfiderable  numbers  upon  the 
directory,  who  had  no  other  de¬ 
fence  than  the  conftitutional  guard, 
reinforced  by  one  battalion  of  in¬ 
fantry,  and  a  fmall  body  of  horfe. 

The  aim  of  the  confpiracy  was 
to  overthrow  the  aovernment  alto- 

O 

gether;  but  it  appears  that  there 
were  two  plans,  one  known  to  all 
the  confpirators,  and  ’the  other  only 
to  a  fmall  number;  and  thofe  latter 
had  formed  what  they  called  an  in- 
furreCtional  fecret  directory  of  pub¬ 
lic'  fafetv,  confiding  of  four  perfons, 


who  intended,  when  the  infurrec- 
tion  was  over,  to  facrifice  many  of 
their  affiociates  who  were  not  initi¬ 
ated  in  their  fecret  projects,  and  to 
fpare  fome  perfons  who  now  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  been  involved  in  the 
common  proscription.  This  vaft 
machine  of  confpiracy  was  orga¬ 
nized  with  fo  much  ingenuity,  that 
the  agents  were  not  to  know  each 
other;  fo  that  if  one  was  unfaith¬ 
ful,  or  difeovered  and  feized,  it 
was  only  neceffiary  to  aflaffinat^  his 
immediate  fuperior  in  order  to  con¬ 
ceal  effectually  all  traces  of  the 
confpiracy  from  the  government. 
The  names  of  the  fecret  directory 
were  to  remain  unknown;  and^they 
were  to  iffiue  their  orders  by  means 
of  a  feal,  without  any  (ignatures. 
Many  of  their  papers,  which  were 
read  in  general  committees  of  the 
council  of  five  hundred,  were  found 
hid  in  a  wail. 

There  is  no  doubt,  but,  had  the 
confpirators  prevailed,  Paris  would 
have  become  a  fcene  of  horrors  be¬ 
yond  any  which  it  has  yet  experi¬ 
enced  in  the  courfe  of  a  fanguinary 
revolution.  But  there  are  many 
reafons  to  believe  that  thefe  aflaf- 
15ns  might  have  failed  in  their  en- 
terprize,  even  if  they  had  been  fuf- 
fered  to  make  the  attempt.  They 
had  not,  as  in  the  infurre&ion  of 
the  3  iff  of  May,  1793,  the  confti- 
tuted  authorities  on  their  fide;  and 
though  they  might  have  committed 
many  murders,  it  is  not  probable 
that  they  would  have  been  able  to 
accompli fh  the  maffacre  of  all  the 
perfons  in  power,  refiding  in  dif 
ferent  quarters  of  a  great  city;  and 
every  good  citizen  would  have  in- 
flantiy  rallied  around  thofe  who 
furvived.  Some  of  the  foldiers  had 
been  feduced  ;  but  it  is  believed 
that  the  greater  part  would  have- 
refided  the  confpirators ;  and  all 
the  field-officers  were  faithful  to 
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the  government.  Incalculable  mif- 
chiefs,  however,  were  prevent¬ 
ed  by  the  failure  of  this '  exe¬ 
crable  plan  of  ferocious  madnefs, 
which,  had  it  fucceeded,  would 
have  completed,  the  ruin  of  the 
country,  would  have  deflroyed  ail 
that  is  left  of  eflimable  citizens, 
and  all  that  it  ftill  poflefles  of 
wealth  and  of  refources.  For  al¬ 
though  they  certainly  would  not 
have  fucceeded  in  eftablifliing  the 
conftitution  of  1793,  a  few  hours 
of  fuccefs  would  have  fufficed  for 
pillage  and  maflacre.  This  defpe- 
rate  enterprife  appears  indeed  to 
have  been  lefs  a  proje&  of  revolu¬ 
tion  or  of  conquefl,  than  of  exter¬ 
mination;  and  one  idea  publifhed 
in  the  papers  of  the  confpirators, 
that  of  engaging  the  people  to  com¬ 
mit  fuch  crimes  as  would  make  it 
impofiibie  for  them  to  retrograde, 
feems  worthy  of  the  infernal  re¬ 
gions.  Had  the  defigns  of  thefe 
mifereants  indeed  not  been  baffled, 
there  would  have  been  the  war  of 
pillage  againfl  property;  of  famine, 
which  would  have  been -without 
remedy,  againfl  fubfiflence  ;  and  of 
the  molt  hideous  and  bloody  ty¬ 
ranny  againfl  freedom. 

Babeuf,  one  of  the  mofl  adlive 
leaders  of  this  confpiracy,  acknow¬ 
ledged  himfelf  to  be  the  writer  of 
tire  treafonable  papers  found  in  his 
apartment.  When  interrogated  by 
the  minifler  of  the  police,  he  ie- 
plied  with  the  mofl  undaunted 
firmnefs  ;  and  when  afked  wiio 
were  his  accomplices,  he.  amwered, 
that  they  little  knew  him  who  be¬ 
lieved  he  was  capable  of  denounc¬ 
ing  his  friends.  Babeuf  from  his 
dungeon  continued  for  fome  time  to 
treat  with  the  executive  directory 
as  one  fovereign  power  with  an¬ 
other.  He  addreffed  to  them  a  let¬ 
ter  of  four  pages,  in  which  he  tells 
them  that  the  holy  mfurredtion  pro¬ 


jected  would  not  be  prevented,  me¬ 
naces  them  with  death  if  they  did 
not  retradl  all  they  had  publifhed 
refpedling  it,  and  promiles  them, 
if  they  behaved  in  a  becoming  man¬ 
ner,  five  places  in  the  future  exe¬ 
cutive  council. 

The  trial  of  thefe  confpirators 
was  delayed  for  a  confiderable  time, 
partly  through  the  flow  and  lenient 
forms  which  the  conftitution  had 
prescribed  in  fuch  cafes,  and  part¬ 
ly,  we  fufpedl,  through  motives  of 
policy.  In  the  mean  time  Drouet 
(through  fome  connivance  of  the 
executive  power  or  its  agents,  as 
is  generally  fuppofed)  effected  his 
efcape;  but  Babeuf  and  Darthe  have 
been  condemned  to  death  by  the 
high  criminal  court  at  Vendome, 
appointed  to  try  the  confpirators. 

The  dilcovery  of  this  confpiracy 
produced,  as  might  be  expeCted,  the 
mofl  general  fatisfa£lion  throughout 
France,  except  among  the  royalifts 
and  the  jacobins.  When  the  point  in 
queflion  is  that  of  overthrowing 
the  republican  government,  thole 
two  extremes  are  found  to  meet, 
this  being  alike  the  aim  of  both 
parties.  After  the  difeovery  of  the 
plot,  the  jacobins  endeavoured  to 
circulate  the  opinion  thaj  it  was 
framed  by  the  royalifls ;  but  this 
aflertion  gained  no  credit,  fince 
the  perfons  arrefled  were  renown¬ 
ed  chiefs  of  the  terrorifi  fadlion, 
whole  fanguinary  principles  are  but 
too  well  afeertained.  It  is  not, 
however,  improbable  that  fome 
emifTaries  of  foreign  powers  might 
infinuate  themfelves  into  the  coun¬ 
cils  of  the  jacobins,  and  impel  them 
to  thofe  ferocious  outrages,  which, 
after  producing  a  feene  of  the  moil 
horrible  carnage,  and  deflroying 
confiderable  numbers  of  the  repub¬ 
licans,  might  probably  end  by  the 
wearied  people  feeking  for  relief 
in  monarchy  from  fuch  intolerable 
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evils.  But  although  the  royalifls  are 
ready  to  take  advantage  of  that 
hideous  anarchy  which  the  jaco¬ 
bins  would  renew,  there  is  cer¬ 
tainly  not,  as  fomC  would  infinu- 
ate,  any  coalition  between  the  two 
parties.  On  the  contrary,  in  one 
of  the  papers  of  the  late  con- 
fpiracy,  is  found  an  exprefs  order 
to  put  all  the  royalifls  to  death. 
The  jacobins  ad  only  for  them- 
felves,  and  feek  only  to  eflablifh 
their  own  execrable  fyflem.  It  is 
the  general  obfervation,  that  the 
failure  of  a  plot  adds  weight  to  the 
eftabliflied  power ;  their  iaft  pro- 
jeded  infurredion,  therefore,  real¬ 
ly  ferved  to  give  new  ftrength  to 
the  government,  by  infpiring  new 
confidence  in  its  adminiftration. 
The  die  was  then  caft.  The  execu¬ 
tive  diredory  found  it  necefTary  to 
declare  open  hoflilities  againft  that 
daring  fadion  which  threw  its 
gauntlet  at  the  government  from 
which  it  received  not  only  protec¬ 
tion  but  favour  ;  and  the  directory 
is  now  bound  by  every  motive  of 
felf-prcfervation,  as  well  as  by  every 
principle  of  public  virtue,  to  crufli 
that  exterminating  band,  whofe 
dangerous  excefles  was  all  the  re¬ 
public  had  to  fear  amidft  the  in- 
creating  glories  of  its  victorious 
arms.  From  the  royalifls,  unaided 
by  jacobin  infurredions,  there  is 
little  to  apprehend.  The  people 
of  France  are  fo  weaned  of  a  ftate 
of  revolution,  they  long  fo  ardent¬ 
ly  for  repofe,  that  if  the  prefent 
form  of  government  be  tolerably 
well  adminiftered,  if  it  affords  them 
fafety  and  tranquillity,  nothing  will 
excite  them  to  infurredion.  The 
republicans  wifli  to  maintain  the 
conftitution  from  principle  and 
choice  ;  and  even  the  royalifls 
themfelves,  in  general,  feel,  that  to 
attempt  now  the  reftoration  of  mo¬ 
narchy,  would  be  to  repafs  again 


that  fea  of  blobd  or!  which  the 
veffel  of  the  Bate  had  been  nearly 
fhipwrecked  at  the  very  moment 
when  it  reached  an  harbour. 

v  •  •  -  f 

This  jacobi-nical  eonfpiracy  be¬ 
ing  difeovered,  the  partial  infur- 
redions  which  took  place  in  fome 
of  the  fou them  departments  and 
one  of  the  newlv-acquired  depart¬ 
ments  in  the  north,  which  were 
fomented  by  the  fanatical  clergy 
and  returned  emigrants,  were  like- 
wife  dilfipated.  The  influence  of 
the  refi-adory  priefts  had-  been  fuc- 
cefsfullv  exercifed  in  checking  the 
operatio'ns  of  government  in  vari¬ 
ous  modes ;  but  in  none  more  than 
in  preventing  the  fale  of  national 
lands,  by  preaching  that  the  pur- 
chafers  would  incur,  by  that  adt, 
the  pains  of  eternal  damnation. 
The  legiflature  had  been  in  fre¬ 
quent  deliberation  refpedting  the 
divifion  of  that  portion  of  the  pa¬ 
ternal  inheritance  of  which  the  na¬ 
tion  became  the  heir  bv  the  emi- 
gration  of  the  natural  fucceflors. 
The  council  of  elders  had  already 
rejeded  a  refolution  fent  up  by  the 
council  of  five  hundred,  which  pro- 
pofed  the  immediate  divifion  of 
the  property  during  the  life  of  the 
pofleflor.  T(ie  difeuffion  on  this 
queflion  had  been  conduded  with 
much  heat  on  either  fide ;  one  par¬ 
ty  confidering  the  divifion  of  the 
paternal  efiate  during  the  life-time 
of  the  parent,  as  unconflitutional 
and  tyrannical;  while  the  other  af- 
ferted  it  to  be  conformable  to  the 
rules  of  perfed  juflice  and  equity* 
On  the  rejedion  of  the  refolution 
for  a  forced  divifion,  the  council 
of  five  hundred  formed  another  re¬ 
folution  (May  9th),  which  left  the 
removal  of  the  fequeftration  upon 
all  eflates  belonging  to  parents 
whofe  children  had  emigrated,  at 
the  will  of  fuch  as  chofe  to  alfent 
to  the  immediate  fqrrender  of  that 
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part  to  which  the  nation  was  en-  -tion,  though  efientially  the  fame  in 
titled  by  law.  Thofe  who  did  not  principle  with  the  former,  was  op- 
confent  to  the  immediate  divifion,  pofed  with  great  vigour ;  but  was 
were  to  remain  under  the  weight  at  length  approved  by  the  council 
©f  the  fequeftration.  This  regula-  of  elders,  and  palled  into  a  law. 


C  H  A  P.  IX. 

Opening  of  the  Campaign  on  the  Rhine.  Oh] eft  of  the  Campaign.  Battle  m 
the  Sieg.  Fiftories  of  the  French  at  Alt enkir chert.  PajJ'age  of  the  Lahtu 

Attach  of  the  French  by  Prince  Charles .  Retreat  of  the  French  to  their 
former  Poftions.  Pajj'age  of  the  Rhine  by  the  Army  under  Moreau.  Ke'hi 
taken .  Aujlrian  Army  in  Italy  take  Refuge  in  Mantua .  French  take  Pof- 
fejfion  of  Leghorn.  Entrance  of  the  French  Army  on  the  Territories  of  the 
Pope.  Surrender  of  Bologna ,  Ferrara ,  and  Urbino .  Armifice  concluded 

with  Naples  and  the  Pope.  Conditions  of  the  Armifice.  Petition  of  As 
French  Ar  tiffs  againfi  the  Removal  to  Paris  of  the  Monuments  of  the  Arts 
from  Italy.  Refufal  of  the  Directory.  Operations  of  the  French  Army  m 
the  Br  if  gave.  Return  of  Prince  Charles  from  the  Lower  Rhine  to  the  Af- 

fffance  of  General  VFurmfer.  Battle  of  Reuchen.  Battle  of  Radfiadt. 
General  Jourdan  advances  to  Frankfort.  Battle  of  Ettingen.  Retreat  f 
the  Imperial  Army  into  Germany.  Paffage  of  the  Rhine  at  Huninguc , 
French  in  Pojfejfion  of  the  Courfe  of  the  Rhine.  Trial  of  the  Murderers  of 
September  1792.  Acquittal  of  the  Infur  gents  in  the  Affair  of  V endemiaire, 
Caufes  and  Confequences  of  that  Infurrtftion.  Affairs  of  Finance.  Extinc¬ 
tion  of  the  A fjign at s  and  Refcriptions.  Creation  of  Mandats.  Loans  in- 

*  forcing  their  Circulation.  Great  Depreciation  of  this  Paper .  Forced  Loam, 
State  of  the  Public  Revenue.  F arious  Modes  of  granting  the  Supplies . 

Suppreffion  of  religious  Houfes  in  the  Low  Countries.  Expulfon  oj  the  Pope's 
Envoys  from  Paris.  Difniffion  of  the  Sardinian  Ambajjador.  Difmijffrm 
of  the  Plenipotentiary  from  the  Duke  of  Tufcany.  Expulfon  of  the  Sweuijk 
Envoy. 


DUR  IN G  the  events  which  have 
juft  been  related,  the  Auftrian 
commander  in  chief  announced  to 
the  French  general  the  termination 
of  the  armiftice  on  the  Rhine  (May 
31ft).  The  imperial  troops  were 
in  pofieftion  of  the  larger  portion 
of  the  palatinate  from  Landau  to 
Bingen.  The  army  of  the  Rhine 
and  Mofelle,  and  the  right  wing  0! 
the  army  of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe, 
prevented  them  from  penetrating 
to  the  banks  of  the  Mofelle  and  to 
Luxembourg;  while  the  left  wing 


of  the  latter  army  was  intrenched 
at  Du  field  orf,  on  the  right  fide  of 
the  Rhine. 

The  pofiefiion  of  the  city  of 
Mentz,  which  was  the  only  poll 
of  importance  held  by  the  Auftri- 
ans  on  the  weft  of  the  river,  Teem¬ 
ed  to  be  the  great  obje£t  of  the 
campaign  to  the  French,  as  the 
capture  of  this  place  would  make 
them  abfolute  mailers  of  the  whole 
of  the  country  on  the  left  fide  of 
the  Rhine.  Several  armies  had  al¬ 
ready  melted  away  before  Mentz ; 
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and  fo  formidable  were  the  addi¬ 
tions  made  to  its  original1  flrength 
on  the  fide  which  was  oppofed  to 
the  Frepch,  that  no  hope  of  fuccefs 
was  entertained  until  the  commu¬ 
nication  could  be  cut  off  on  the 
German  fide. 

The  firft  operations  of  the  French 
were  fuccefsful:  while  the  army  of 
the  Rhine  and  Mofelle,  and  the 
right  wing  of  the  army  of  the  Sarn- 
bre  and  Meufe,  attacked  the  i^u- 
flrians  in  the  Palatinate,  the  left 
wing  of  this  laft  atmy,  potted  at 
Duffeldorf,  afcending  the  right  fide 
of  the  Rhine,  attacked  the  Auflri- 
ans  who  were  pofled  on  the  banks 
of  the  Sieg  (June  lft),  a  river 
which  empties  itfelf  into  the  Rhine, 
nearly  oppofite  to  Cologne.  The 
victory  gained  at  the  paffage  of  the 
Sieg  was  followed  by  another  flill 
moredecillve  at  Altenkirchen  (June 
4th),  a  village  a  few  miles  difltfnt 
from  the  Sieg  on  the  road  to  Mentz; 
where  the  imperial  troops,  under 
the  prince  of  Wirtemberg,  were 
flrongly  pofled  to  prevent  the  dan¬ 
gerous  progrefs  of  the  republicans 
in  that  direction. 

The  imperial  troops,  after  hav¬ 
ing  fuffered  confiderable  lofs,  were 
compelled  to  retreat  acrofs  the 
Lahn,  a  river  emptying  itfelf  into 
the  Rhine,  above  the  fortrefs  of 
Ehrenbreitflein ;  and  {fill  further  on 
the  road  to  Mentz.  The  French 
had  eroded  this  river  in  purfuit  of 
the  retreating  army,  and  had  in-, 
yelled  this  fortrefs,  which  was  a 
place  of  uncommon,  flrength ;  when 
the  archduke,  perceiving  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  fulfering  the  republicans  to 
advance  further  in  the  rear  of  the 
army,  found  it  neceffary  to  change 
his  inode  of  defence,  and  concert 
another  plan  of  operations. 

For  this  purpofe,  about  the  8th 
of  June,  he  withdrew  the  greater 
part  of  the  imperial  troops  front 


the  Hundfdruck,  where  he  had  hek{ 
in  check  the  army  of  the  Rhine 
and  Mofelle,  under  Moreau;  and 
leaving  Mentz  and  Manheim,  which 
he  had  hitherto  covered  with  the 
moll  confiderable  part  of  his  forces, 
with  a  fullicient  number  to  repel 
any  fudden  attacks,  marched  acrofs 
the  Rhine  with  fuch  reinforce¬ 
ments  as  rendered  the  Aullrian  ar¬ 
my  on  the  right  fide,  which  had 
been  hitherto  retreating,  greatly 
fuperior  to  the  affailants*.  This 
well-concerted  fcheme  was  con- 
llnied,  by  the  French  generals  and 
commiflioners  belonging  to  the  ar¬ 
my  in  the  Palatinate,  into  a  flight. 
But  the  army  on  the  right  fide, 
which  had  hitherto  been  purfuing 
the  Auflrians  towards,  Mentz,  and 
which  were  now  advanced  within 
a  fhort  diftance  of  this  town,  foon 
felt  the  effects  of  thefe  operations  5 
fince,  before  Jourdan,  who  had  fore- 
feen  this  manoeuvre,  could  gain 
time,  from  the  badnefs  of  the  roads, 
and  the  length  of  the  march,  to 
flrengthen  the  army,  the  Auflrians 
attacked  it  with  great  fury,  and 
compelled  it,  with  confiderable  lofs, 
to  take  its  former  pofition,  whence 
they  had  begun  their  operations. 
The  armv  of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe 
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retired  within  the  lines  of  Duffel- 
dorf,  and  that  of  the  Pvhine'  and 
Mofelle  repaffed  the  Rhine  at  Neu- 
wied.  The  evacuation  of  the  Pa¬ 
latinate  by  the  Auflrians,  who  were 
now  employed  in  purfuit  of  the 
retreating  armies  of  the  French  on 
the  right  fide  of  the  river,  left  the 
army  of  the  Rhine  and  the  Mofelle, 
which  had  taken  poffeffion  of  the 
territory  abandoned  by  the  impe- 
rialifls,  once  more  in  prefence  of 
Mentz  and  Manheim,  without  the 
poifibility  of  gaining  any  advantage 
by  its  pofition. 

This  fecond  defeat  before  Mentz, 
though  lefs  fatal  than  the  lofs  fuf--. 
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sSned  In  th'e  laft  campaign,  con- 
dnced  the  French  of  the  impraCli- 
ability  of  their  projeCl,  and  led  them 
o  form  a  new  plan  of  operations, 
dlich  embraced  a  greater  objeCl, 
nd  which  was  more  confonant 
nth  th e i r  lately  adopted  mode  of 
lilitary  tallies,  and  their  adventu- 
>tis  and  efiterpriflng  fplrit.  While, 
terefore  the  divifion  of  the  impe- 
al  forces  which  had  been  left  to 
over  the  Rhine,  and  the  garrifons 
f  Mentz  and  Manheim,  fuppofed 
remfelves  to  be  holding  in  check 
fe  French  forces  under  general 
foreau  ;  this  general  keeping  up 
le  femblance  of  hoftilities,  and 
igning  preparations  of  making  fe- 
ous  attacks  in  that  quarter,  drew 
f  his  troops  with  the  utmoft  fe- 
•ecy,  and  by  forced  marches  ar- 
ved  at  Strasbourg,  befo;e  the  An¬ 
nans  knew  that  he  had  changed 
s  portion. 

(June  24th.)  The  object  of  this 
:pedit:on  was  to  effeCf  the  pafTage 
■  the  Rhine  oppolite  to  this  city, 
id  to  gain  poffeffion  of  the  fort  of 
ehl,  a  poft  of  confiderable  im- 
>rtance  on  the  German  fide.  Mo- 
au  had  taken  mealures  to  make 
is  attack  in  different  places ;  but 
e  fudden  increafe  of  the  river 
evented  him  from  putting  his 
fign  into  execution,  as  fome  of 
e  iflands  of  which  the  river  in 
at  quarter  is  full,  and  by  which 
had  hoped  to  effect  the  pafTage, 
^re  covered  with  water  ;  and  the 
ft,  which  were  defended  by  the 
uftrians,  were  thus  rendered  more 
flicult  of  accefs.  He  had  taken 
e  neceflary  precautions' to  con- 
al  his  intentions  of  attack  from 
e  enemy,  as  the  lead  fufpicion  of 
3  project  would  have  fruftrated 
execution;  but  this  unexpected 
Racle  obliged  him  to  fupply  by 
urage  what  he  had  hoped  to  have 
edted  by  addrefs,  Having  made 
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preparations  for  the  paflage  during 
the  night,  and  finding  it  impoflible 
to  effeCt  a  landing  immediately  on 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  from 
the  rapidity  of  the  current,  he  be¬ 
gan  his  attack  on  the  iflands  in  the 
middle  of  the  river;  of  which  he 
gained  poffeffion  without  much  re- 
li fiance,  and  feized  on  the  bridges 
communicating  with  the  main  land, 
which  fuch  of  the  'Anftrians\s  had 
efcaped  had  not  time  to  deftroy 
their  flight.  Although  the  French 
troops  had  made  good  their  land¬ 
ing,  they  found  themfeives  without 
cavalry  or  artillery,  fince  it  was 
impoflible  to  tranfport  either  to  the 
oppofite  fide.  The  rapidity  of  the 
curre:  t  prevented  the  eftablifhment 
of  any  bridge  ;  and  the  only  re- 
fource  left,  was  that  of  fending 
back  the  boats  by  which  the  fir  ft 
party  had  effe&ed  their  landing,  to 
bring  over  the  remainder  of  the 
army. 

The  reinforcements,  which  now 
arrived,  not  only  refeued  theFrench 
from  their  perilous  fituation,  but 
enabled  them,  though  unprovided 
with  artillery,  except  the  few  pieces 
they  had  juft  taken  in  the  iflands, 
to  attempt  the  fortrefs.  The  firft 
redoubts  were  attacked  with  defpe- 
rate  fury,  the  Auftrians  being  bu¬ 
ried  under  heaps  of  ftones  by  the. 
affailants.  The  artillery  taken  ill 
the  firft  redoubts  ferved  to  force 
the  fucceffive  ones ;  and  the  Au- 
ftrian  general,  finding  further  re- 
fiftance  fruitlefs,  faved  the  remain¬ 
der  of  his  troops  by  abandoning 
the  fortrefs  to  the  French.  The 
achievement  of.  this  bold  and  ha¬ 
zardous  fenterprife  not  only  opened 
theBrifgaw  to  theFrench;  but  as  the 
divifion  under  general  Wurmfer 
had  been  greatly  weakened  by  de¬ 
taching  a  confiderable  force  to  the, 
affiitance  of  the  Aullrian  army  in 
Italy,  this  irruption,  independent 
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iff  other  advantages  that  might  be 
expe&ed  to  refult  from  it,  was  fit¬ 
ted  to  make  a  powerful  diverfion 
in  prince  Charles’s  army,  and  al¬ 
low  the  army  of  fhe  Sambre  and 
Meufe  under  Jourdan  to  begin  its 
often  five  operations. 

The  difperfion  of  the  Auftrian 
army  in  Italy,  of  which  a  part  took 
refuge  in  Mantua,  and  the  reft, 
purfued  by  the  French,  had  gained 
the  mountains  of  the  Tyrol,  the 
chain  of  Alps  which  feparate  Italy 
from  Germany,  gave  the  French 
general  leifure  to  carry  on  his  va¬ 
rious  enterprifes  againft  the  refpec- 
tive  ftates  of  Italy.  The  garrifon 
of  the  fortrtfs  of  Milan,  finding 
further  refiftance  ineffe&nal,  and 
having  no  profpe<ft  of  relief,  fur- 
rendered  themfelves  prifoners  of 
war.  A  detachment  took  pofief- 
fion  of  Leghorn  on  the  28th  of 
June,  though  belonging  to  a  neu¬ 
tral  power,  on  the  pretext  of  dif- 
lodging  the  Englifti,  whofe  proper- 
tv  was  confiscated  to  the  ufe  of  the 

0 

republic ;  while  the  main  army  en¬ 
tered  the  territory  of  the  pope,  and 
without  refiftance  took  pofleflion 
of  the  cities  of  Bologna,  Ferrara, 
and  Urbino.  This  expedition,  which 
gave  the  French  the  corrimand  of 
the  pofieflions  of  the  holv  fee,  a- 
larmed  in  fo  great  a  degree  the  king 
of  Naples,  that  he  requefted  an  ar- 
miftice,  which  was  granted  to  him 
as  well  as  to  the  pope. 

The  conditions  impofed  on  the 
Neapolitans  were  chiefly  thofe  of 
withdrawing  their  troops  from  the 
fupport  of  the  coalition,  and  their 
veflels  from  the  Englifh  fquadron 
in  the  Mediterranean;  thofe  im¬ 
pofed  on  the  pope  were  more  cir- 
cumftantial  and  more  rigorous. 
Among  other  contributions  levied 
in  Italy  on  the  conquered  ftates, 
that  of  furnifliing  pictures  was  not 


the  leaft  confiderable.  The  ftates 
of  Parma  and  Modena  had  beeii 
highly  taxed  in  this  article ;  and  it 
w^  .not  to  be  expected  that  the  ca¬ 
pital  of  the  arts,  the  great  repofitory 
of  what  is  richeft  and  moft  curious 
in  the  labours  of  the  chifel  and  the 
pencil,  would  efcape  the  attention  of 
thefe  victorious  dilettanti.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  conditions  therefore  impofed 
on  the  pope  were  heavy  contributions 
on  the  monuments  of  the  fine  arts. 
His  holinefs,  by  thefe  articles,  tfa* 
alfo  compelled  to  fet  at  liberty  thofe 
perfons  who  were  at  that  time  con-, 
fined  for  their  political  conduCt  or 
opinions;  to  renounce  the  friend- 
ftiip  of  his  former  allies,  and  to  fbut 
his  ports  againft  them  ;  to  furrender 
to  the  French  the  cities  of  which 
they  already  had  pofleflion,  as  well 
as  the  citadel  of  Ancona,  which 
gave  them  the  command  <*f  the 
Adriatic  ;  to  pay  twenty-one  mil-' 
lions  of  French  money,  indepen¬ 
dent  of  the  contributions  to  be  levied, 
on  the  cities  of  which  the  French 
had  already  taken  pofleflion  ;  and  to 
deliver  one  hundred  pictures,  bufts, 
vafes,  or  ftatues,  at  the  option  of 
commiflioners  who  ftiould  be  fent 
to  Rome  for  that  purpofe  amongft 
which  ftatues  were  exprefsly  named 
thofe  of  Junius  and  Marcus  Bril-, 
tus,  both  of  which  were  in  the  Ca«, 
pitol;  and  alfo  five  hundred  mahu* 
feripts  to  be  feleCted  by  the  faid 
com  million.  The  laft  articles  of 
this  treaty,  and  fimilar  ones  which 
had  been  concluded  with  the  ftates 
of  Parma  and  Modena,  excited 
much  difeontent  among  the  profef- 
fors  and  amateurs  of  the  fine  arts  at 
Paris.  While  the  national  pride 
was  flattered  with  the  profpeCt  of 
feeing  that  city  become  the  centre 
of  all  that  was  moft  rare  and  excel¬ 
lent  in  Europe,  feveral  artifts  of  ce¬ 
lebrity  petitioned  the  directory  to 
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reconfider  that  part  of  the  qondi-  Joufdan  which  he  had  hitherto  been 
tions  of  the  peace,  and  the  Wii-  puriiiing,  from  pa-fling  haftiiy on 
ftice,  which  refpefled  the  transfer  of  his  rear,  marched  with  confiderable 
thefe  monuments*  apd  to  refletf:  reinforcements  to  the  aid  of  VVurm- 
whether  the  arts  thc-mfelves  would  fer,  in  order  to  check  the  progrefs 
n.ot  be  greatly  injured  by  fu.ch  trap  ft.  of  the  French  in  the  Brifgaw.  Mo- 
lotion.  The  directory,  however  reau,  apprifed:  of  this  march,  fa w 
they  plight  have  admired  the  liberal  the  indifpenfaUe  neceliity  of  attack* 
a;nd  difinterefted  fpirit  of  thefe  art*  ing  the  imperialifts  before  their  re- 
ills,  did  not  appear  convinced  by  inforcements  fhould  arrive.  A  ge- 
their  reafoning,  and  concluded  on  neral  engagement  accordingly  took 
their  firft  determination  of  placing  place  on  the  28th  of  June  at  Ren- 
thofe  celebrated  monuments  in  the  chen,  a  village  near  Phi lipfburg, 
galleries  of  the  national  mufeum  at  on  the  road  to Manheim,  in  which 
Par’s*  the  French  gained  a  complete  vic<- 

;The  paftage  effeffed  by  general  tory.  A  divifion  of  the  army  under 
Moreau  acrofs  the  Rhine,  produced  general  Laroche  at  the  fame  time 
ill  the  advantages  which  he  had  ex*  fucceeded  in  diflodging  the  troops 
^efled  frojn  that  expedition.  After  of  the  prince  of  Wirtemburg  from 
laving  driven  the  imperialifts  from  Mount  Kniebis,  and  the  various 
:he  fortrefs  of  Kehl,  and  tranfport-  fortreffes  on  the  immenfe  and  lof- 
-d  thither  his  cavalry  and  artillery  ty  ridge  of  mountains  which  di* 
tcrofs  the  Rhine  by  means  of  a  vide  the  circle  of  Suabia,  under  the 
bridge  which  he  had  conftru&ed,  name  of  the  Swartzen  Wald,  or 
it  difpatched  his  troops  indifferent  Black  Foreft.  The  battle  of  Ren- 
ftyifions  to  fcour  the  country,  and  chen  was  followed  on  the  6th  of 
succeeded  in  driving  the  Auftrians  July  by  that  of  Radftadt,a  town  frill 
rom  the  various  pods  and  camps  further  on  the  road  towards  Man-, 
vhich  they  occupied  in  this  quarter;  heim.  As  the  imperial  army  had 
md  by  thefe  means  prevented  the  been  confiderably  reinforced  by  de- 
Uhtftion  of  the  detachments  feat  by  tachments  from  that  of  the  Lower 
general  Wurmfer  from  Manheim*  Rhine  under  prince  Charles,  it 
vith  the  army  of  emigrants  under  was  enabled  to  make  a  more  obfti- 
he  prince  of  Cond£,  who  were  fta-  nate  refiftance.  The  combat,  which 
toned  along  the  Upper  Rhine.  began  foon  after  day-break,  and 
g  The  army  under  general  Wurm-  which  had  been  difputed  on  both 
er  having  been  confiderably  weak-  fides  with  alternate  advantage  and 
ned  by  the  detachments  fent  to  lofs, -ended  in  favour  of  the- French  ; 
ytnforce  that  of  Italy,  found  itfelf  the  Auftrians  leaving  them  in  pof- 
pfufficient  to  w*thftand  the  impe-  feftion  of  the  field  of  battle, 
uofity  0/ this  irruption,  for  which  The  imperialifts,  driven  from 
preparations  had  been  made  ;  as  Radftadt,  had  taken  very  advanta- 
n  attack  in  this  quarter  was  ako-  geous  poutions  near  the  village  of 
ether  unexpefled.  The  archduke  Lttingen  ;  where,  having  received 
paries  was .  therefore  obliged  to,  reinforcements,  they  again  awaited 
ifcontinue  hispur.fu.it  of  the  French  the  attack  of  the  French.  Moreau, 
^!ower  Rhine,  and  leaving  who  was  apprifed  that  he  had  to 
ehind  him  general  Waitenfiehen,  contend  with  the  whole  of  the  im* 
oth  fuch  forces  as  he  deemed  fuf-  penal  troops,  except  thofe  which 
cient  to  prevent  the  army  under  prince  Charles  had  left  on  the  Low- 
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er  Rhine  to  check  the  progrefs  of 
the  army  under  Jourdan,  ftrength- 
ened  his  forces  by  calling  in  various 
divifions  from  the  different  pods 
they  occupied  in  the  country  of 
which  he  had  already  taken  poflef- 
11  on.  It  appeared  from  the  difpo- 
fitions  made  by  the  Auftrians,  that 
this  battle  was  deffined  to  decide 
the  conteft  for  the  fuperiority  on 
the  Rhine.  Already  had  general 
Jourdan  repafied  the  Latin,  after 
ineffedlual  refinance  on  the  part  of 
general  Wartenfleben,  and  was  now 
before  the  gates  of  Frankfort.  The 
garrifons  of  Mentz  and  other  for- 
treffes  on  the'  Rhine  were  ineffec¬ 
tual  to  flop  the  march  of  theFrench* 
who  were  now  about  to  pafs  in  their 
rear  acrofs  the  Mein ;  and  the  fpace 
occupied  by  the  imperial  armies  be¬ 
came  every  day  more  narrowed  by 
the  approximation  of  the  republican 
armies  both  on  the  northern  and  the 
fouthern  fide. 

(9th  July.)  The  battle  of  Ettin- 
gen  was  fought  on  both  fides  with 
defperate  valour.  The  Auftrian 
general,  confcious  that  on  its  event 
hung  the  fate  of  the  Rhine,  encou¬ 
raged  his  troops  to  repel  the  fury  of 
the  affailants  fourfeveral  times  with 
effedl  from  the  heights  of  Rolen- 
.folhe,  which  was  the  principal  point 
of  attack;  nor  was  it  until  the 
French  (exafperated  by  indignation 
at  thefe  fuccefiive  defeats,  and  fee¬ 
ing  the  field  flrewed  with  their 
dead)  had  recourfe  to  the  bayonet, 
that  the  fortune  of  the  day  was  de¬ 
cided. 

The  lofs  of  thi3  battle  determined 
the  imperialifts  to  retreat  into  Ger¬ 
many,  and  abandon  the  fortreffesof 
Mentz,  Manheim,  Philipfburg,  and 
Ehrenbreitllein,  to  their  natural  de¬ 
fence.  A  body  of  troops  having 
palled  the  Rhine  at  Huningue,  the 
French  were  put  in  complete  pof- 
feffton  of  the  whole  extent  of  coun¬ 


try  lying  on  the  right  fide  of  thal 
river,  from  the  borders  of  Hollant 
to  the  confines  of  Switzerland. 

The  affair  of  Babeuf  had  nov 
counterbalanced  the  events  of  Veil 
demiaire  ;  and  the  clamour  again! 
royalifm  was  loft  in  the  more  recen 
dread  of  revolutionary  government 
The  tribunals,  before  whom  at  thi 
period  (26th  May)  the  a£ors  u 
the  maffacres  of  September,  1792 
were  arraigned,  and  to  whom  thof 
who  had  been  condemned  to  deatl 
par  contumace ,  on  the  events  0 
Vendemiaire,  now  appealed  for  1 
reverfion  of  their  outlawry,  miftool 
the  nature  of  this  general  tendenc; 
to  pardon,  and  acquitted  with  al 
moft  equal  facility  the  crimina 
who  had  dyed  his  hands  in  blood 
and  the  citizen  whofe  deteftation  o 
what  he  deemed  tyranny,  had  lei 
him  to  infurrefUon.  Some  of  thi 
murderers  were  indeed  put  to  death 
others  were  imprifoned  ;  but  thi 
great  mafs,  who  had  been,  as  it  ap 
peared,  only  the  agents  of  men  wh< 
had ,  fufficient  influence,  if  not  tc 
fereen  themfelves  from  obfervation 
to  efcape  at  leaft  from  puniftiment 
were  acquitted.  This  adt  of  na 
tionabjuftice  fell  very  fhort  of  pub 
lie  expedition  ;  the  people  wen 
much  diflatisfled  with  thefe  deci 
lions.  The  maflacre  of  Septembei 
was  a  national  crime,  which  de 
manded  large  expiations ;  every  mar 
felt  himfelf  personally  interefted  ir 
avenging  thofe  inhuman  murders 
nor  was  that  defire  effaced  by  the 
lapfe  of  four  years,  and  all  the  in 
tervening  horrors. 

While  the  indulgent  juries  of  one 
party  acquitted  thefe  murderers  0] 
evil  intentions,  the  juries  of  the 
other  exercifed  the  lame  candour 
towards  thofe  who  had  been  mqfi 
adfive  in  fomenting  the  infurredtion 
of  Vendemiaire.  The  events  of  that 
memorable  period  have  had  too  con- 
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ierable  an  influence  not  onlv  on 
•ance,  but  alfo  on  the  whole  of 
urope,  not  to  intereft  us  in  invef- 
*ating  its  caufes.  The  momentary 
tendency  which  it  gave  to  the  ja- 
ibin  fatlion  in  the  legiflature,  dur- 
g  the  period  of  the  eie&ion  of  the 
ecutive  power,  it  is  well  known, 
ufed  the  choice  to  fall  on  men, 
me  of  whom  were  known  onlv 
r  their  predilection  in  favour  of 
e  principles  and  practice  of.revo- 
tionary  government,  while  thofe 
bom  the  voice  of  the  people 
arked  out  as  objects  of  their  de¬ 
led  preference  fcarcely  efcaped 
ofcription. 

The  remonftrances  of  the  fec- 
>ns  again  ft  the  two  laws  bv  which 
po-thirds  of  the  late  convention 
?re  conftituted  members  of  the 
efent  legiflature  without  the  elec- 
>n  of  the  people,  were  founded 
the  principles  of  juft  and  honour-* 
4e  refiftance  to  what  they  con- 
lered  as  an  ufurpation  of. their 
*hts ;  and  much  good  might  have 
:en  expected  from  the  wife  and 
mperate  opposition  which  firft  • 
inced  itfelf  againft  thefe  decrees, 
he  eloquent  and  forcible  reafon- 
gs  of  the  enlightened  part  of  the 
tizens  of  Paris  had  penetrated  i li¬ 
the  departments  ;  and,  had  the 
tiions  continued  that  Arm  and 
aceahle  demeanor  which  at  firft 
taradterized  their  aflemblies,  there 
littfe  doubt  that  the  acceptance  - 
the  conftitution  would  have 
‘en  accompanied  by  the  rejection 
thefe  two  iaws,  which  were 
dged  to  be  hoftile  both  to  its 
■ter  and  fpirit. 

The  revolt  which  took  place  on 
e  i  ith  and  12th  of  Vendemiaire, 
d  which,  on  the  15th,  ended  in 
e  total  defeat  of  the  i nf urgent s, 
nnot  with  juftice  be  attributed  to 
e  generality  of  the  fedlions  *,  and 
e  decifion  of  the  juries,  that  the 


individuals  who  prefided  at  their 
aflemblies,  and  fan<ftioned  their 
proceedings,  were  innocent  of  cri¬ 
minal  defigns  againft  the  liberty  of 
the  country,  or  the  fafety  of  the 
republic,  was  therefore  founded  in 
jufticef 

It  has  already  been  intimated,' 
that  in  this  infurretftion,  as  in  moft 
others,  the  royalifbpartV  had  a 
confiderable  fhare.  The  impru¬ 
dence  or  vanity  of  their  chiefs  led 
them  to  this  confeflion ;  but  the 
primary  authors  of  this  revolt, 
though  they  have  not  efcaped  ani- 
madverfion,  have  had  the  prudence 
or  dexterity  to  avoid  punifhmentv 
The  fe&ions,  whofe  motives  were' 
in  general  pure  and  w ell -found edy 
were  in  foi^ie  cafes  led  by  men 
whofe  views  extended  further  than 
to  a  redrefs;  of  the  grievances  com¬ 
plained  of,  and  who  hoped,  in  the 
indignation  which  had  been  ex¬ 
cited  againft  the  convention,  to 
have  found  the  means  of  railing 
their  own  power  on  the  ruins  of' 
that  of  the  afTembly.  Thefe  nieip 
had  no  more  the  intention  of  over¬ 
throwing  the  republic  by  this  in- 
furrection  on  the  13th  of  Veride- 
miaire.  than  Robefpierre  had  the* 
project  of  eftablifliing  royalty  by 
the  infurretftion  of  the  3  ift  of  May:  ■* 
their  projeT  went  no  farther  than- 
the  ambition  of  this  demagogue  at" 
that  period,  namely,  fubftituting 
their  own  power  in  the  place  of 
that  of  the  convention. 

In  order  to  effe£t  their  purpofe-, 
they  had  projected ( the  imprifo  la¬ 
ment  of  the  aflembly  in  the  church 
of  the  Qnatre-Nations,  after  hav¬ 
ing  fecured  their  perfons,  which 
they  entertained  little  doubt  of 
being  able  to  accompli fh  ;  ftnee  the 
regular  troops  Were  judged  too  in- 
oonfiderable  to*  make  any  efte  live- 
refiftance  to  the  armed  citizens  of 
Parisy  and  ftrong  hopes  were  in-- 
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dulged  of  their  concurrence.  As 
the  imprisonment  of  the  conven¬ 
tion,  which  was  to  be  followed  by 
their  trial,  would  neceflarily  caufe 
an  interregnum,  committees  of  the 
fipCtions  were  to  be  appointed  dur¬ 
ing  the  interval,  and  take  the 
charge  of  the  government,  till  the 
convocation  of  a  new  aflembly. 
The  national  guard  of  Paris  was 
immediately  to  be  placed  under  the 
ftireCtion  of  a  fu baiter n,  who  was 
to  give  way  to  the  nomination  of 
the  chief  who  fhould  be  called  to 
fill  this  important  flat  ion.  The 
perfon  who  was  to  exercife  this 
truft,  was  an  officer  who,  our  read¬ 
ers  will  recollect,  had  been  con- 
fpicuoufly  employed  in  the  fervice 
of  the  republic,  of  the  name  of 
Miranda. 

General  Miranda  was  a  native  of 
the  Caraccas,  and  had  begun  his 
military  career  in  the  Spanifh  colo¬ 
nies,  during  the  war  between  Eng¬ 
land  and  America.  When  the 
courts  of  England  and  Spain  were 
on  the  point  of  coming  to  a  rup¬ 
ture  relative  to  the  truly  abfurd 
affair  of  Nootka  Sound,  he  pre- 
fented  a  plan  of  invafion  of  South 
America,  for  which,  it  is  faid,  he 
was  rewarded  with  a  considerable 
fum  of  money  from  the  Englifh 
rninifter,  but  was  refilled  further 
employment.  Being  at  Paris,  at 
the  epoch  of  the  fubverfion  of  the 
French  monarchy,  in  Auguft  1792, 
he  was  recommended  to  the  notice 
of  the  executive  power,  who  offered 
him  a  commiffion  in  the  armies  of 
the  republic  ;  and  he  was  foon 
raife  l  to  the  rank  of  general,  under 
the  command  of  Dumouriez.  Upon 
the  defection  of  that  general,  he 
was  fried  as  his  accomplice,'  •  and 
hononrablv  acquitted.;  Being  fu- 
fpeCted,  'however,  to  .be  a  partizan 
of  me  Gironde,  he  was  confined  in 
prifop  during'  tire  ufurpatjon  of 


Robefpierre,  and  was  fetVat  liberty 
fix  month's'  after  the  death  of  that 
tyrant. 

As  he  was  a  man  of  talents,  and 
had  been  upon  the  lift  of  preferip- 
tion,  he  was  noticed  by  that  party 
who  were  likely  to  take  the  lead  in 
the  government.  Although  his  in¬ 
fluence  was  not  fuffi  lent  to  raife 
him  to  anv  elevated  poft,  his  am¬ 
bition  would  not  permit  him  to 
accept  of  anv  fubaltern  employ¬ 
ment.  In  his  military  career,  he 
had  been  diftinguifhed  only  by  his 
misfortunes;  and  as  he  had  no  ex¬ 
pectation  of  rivalling  the  glories  o| 
other  generals,  he  turned  his  views 
t6  civil  employment.  With  the 
expectation  of  railing  himfelf  un* 
der  the  new  conftitution  to  the 
highefl  offices  of  the  ftate,  he  paid 
fedulous  court  to  the  chiefs  of  each 
party  ;  and  though  he  was  appa¬ 
rently  attached  to  the  friends  of  the 
Gironde,  he  cultivated  with  unre¬ 
mitting  diligence  the  acquaintance 
of  thofe  who  had  diftinguifhed 
themfelves  as  principals  in  the  Ja¬ 
cobinical  profeription  againft  that 
party  ;  of  Freron,  who  inftituted  a 
feftival  to  celebrate  their  execution, 
amidft  the  maffacres  of  Toulon,  and 
others,  who,  in  addition  to  thefe 
late  crimes,  had  diftinguifhed  them¬ 
felves  as  leaders  in  the  bloody  feenes 
of  September.  d 

The  project  of  the  commiffion 
appointed  to  frame  the  conftitu¬ 
tion,  propofing  that  the  executive 
power  fhould  be  compofed  of  five 
members,  difconcerted  his  views, 
which  were  exprefled  in  a  pam¬ 
phlet  he  publiihed  at  that  period, 
where  he  propofed  the  limitation 
of  the  number  to  two,  of  which  he 
believed  himfelf  fecure  of  being 
one;  but  the  laws  of  the  5th  and 
13th  of  FruCtidor,  which  were 
made  the  fupplement  to  the  confti¬ 
tution,  propofing  the  r,e- election  of 
«  V-  '  «  '  twO- 
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tfo-thircfs  of  the  convention  to  the 
ew  legiflature,  proved  the  de- 
xuCtion  of  all  his  hopes. 

As  the  feftions  were  now  in 
pen  oppofition  to  the  convention 
n  account  of  thefe  laws,  and  pre- 
inted  the  only  hicans  of  arriving 
t  power,  he  became  a  fe&ionarv; 
nd,  without  joining  in  their  re- 
lonftrances,  or  hazarding  his  ap- 
earance  at  any  of  their  aflemblies, 
loci  at  td  himfelf  with  thofe  of  the 
hiefs  who  appeared  moft:  earneft 
f  their  oppofition,  and  either 
lanned  himfelf,  or  joined  as  a 
rincipal  in  the  project  of  fubduing 
y  force  that  power  which  they 
ad  defpaired  of  overthrowing  by 
leir  arguments.  As  the  event  of 
le  conteft  appeared  to  him  more 
ncertain  than  it  did  to  the  other 
h  efs,  and  as  he  was  to  be  the 
erfon  invited  to  take  the  lead  after 
tic  victory,  he  thought  it  moft  pru- 
ent  to  retire  from  Paris  during  the 
onteft.  Having  withdravvn  from 
ic  danger,  he  returned  only  to 
dtnefs  the  utter  defeat  of  his  party, 
nd  inftead  of  a  call  to  the  fn^enie 
bmmand,  found  himfelf  implicated 
n  fome  affairs  foreign  to  the  con- 
piracy,  and  was  ordered  by  the 
onventioii  to  be  arrefted.  He 
ived  himfelf  bv  flight  from  this 
ecree,  which  was  loon  repealed  ; 
>ot,  a  (liort  time  after,  notwit h- 
tanding  the  proteftations  of  his 
nnocetice  of  any  (bare  in  the  in- 
urre&ion,  his  declarations  of  hav- 
rrg  appeared  at  no  feCtion,  figned 
io  infurre&ionary -papers,  and  hav- 
g  been  abfent  from  Paris  during 
e  combat, ithe  directory,  who  had 
robabty  gained  fome  evidence  of 
ae  intrigue,  though  not  fufficient 
i  bring  him  to  trial,  fir  ft  threw 
im  into  prifon,  and  afterwards 
affed  a  decree,  ordering  him  to  be 
onduCfed  by  the  police  to  the 
rentiers,  and*  banifhed  the  repub- 
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lie.  Miranda  had  tfye  dexterity  to 
elude  the  vigilance  of  his  keepers 
at  the  moment  of  the  execution  of 
this  unconftitutional  decree*,  fince, 
either  as  an  adventurer,  which  he 
was  now  vaguely  accufed  of  being, 
or  as  a  foreigner,  the  ufual  title  of 
profeription  under  the  reign  of 
terror,  his  refidence  in  France,  and 
his  having  ferved  in  the  armies  of 
the  republic,  entitled  him  to  the 
protection  of  the  laws,  of  the  vio* 
lation  of  which  no  proof  was  fub- 
ftantiated  againft  him. 

The  directory,  having  taken  the 
precautions  they  thought  neceflary 
againft  any  further  attempts  of  the 
party,  without  having  repealed  the 
aCt  of  banifhmetit,  fuffered  Miranda 
to  remain  undifturbed  at  Paris. 

This  inflirreCtion,  which  has  pro¬ 
duced  fuch  important  effects,  and 
which  has  been  attributed  fuccef- 
fively  to  the  royalift  and  jacobin 
factions,  was  in  faCt  owing  folely 
to  the  overweening  ambition  or 
extravagant  vanity  of  a  few  indi¬ 
viduals,  who  were  aided  in  the 
execution  of  this  plan  by  both 
parties;  each  of  which,  had  they 
completely  fucceeded,  would  have 
overlooked  or  facrificed  thofe  who 
had  been  the  original  promoters  of 
the  revolt. 

The  affairs  of  finance  chiefly 

'  * 

occupied  at  this  period  the  attention 
of  the  government.  The  rapid  de¬ 
cline  of  the  credit  of  the  affignats 
had  rendered  that  paper  altogether 
ufelefs;  and,  as  gold  and  filver 
were  not  in  circulation,  it  had  been 
judged  expedient  to  employ  fome 
other  means  to  replace  this  depreci¬ 
ated  currency.  To  this  end,  a  law 
puffed  on  the  25th  of  March,  to 
fell  the  remainder  of  the  national 
domains  at  the  eftimate  which  was 
made  in  1790,  and  which  was  at 
the  rate  of  about  twenty-two  years* 
purshafe;  for  which  domains  the 
O  4  nation 
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nation  „was  to  receive  in  payment  a 
n.ew  paper  fabrication,  under  the 
name  of  mandats ;  and  which  was 
to  be  iffued  to! the  amount  of  two 
milliards,  four  hundred  millions  of 
livres,  of  which  part  was  deftinecf 
to  withdraw  the  affignats  from  cir¬ 
culation  at  the  rate  of  thirty  for 
one,  and  the  public  lands  remain¬ 
ing  unfold  were,. to  be  mortgaged 
for  the  remainder.  The  payments 
for  che  purchafe  of  thofe  national 
domains  were  to  be  made  by  in- 
ftaiments  ;  and  it  was  hoped,  as 
the  mortgage  could  be.  foreclofed 
at  any  period,  that  this  new  paper 
would  lofe  but  little  of  its  original 
value.  The  directory,  in  a  mef- 
fage  to  the  council,  declared  its 
alarms,  in  cafe  .  of  being  difap- 
.  pointed  ip  this  operation  ;  as  the 
produce  of  thefe  national  domains 
was  the  only  refource  left  to  the 
nation  to  carry  on  the  war,  and 
even  to  pay  the  expences  of  the 
campaign  that  was  then  about  to 
commence.  This  meffage  was  con¬ 
ceived  in  terms  fo  ftrong,  that 
thofe  who  were  uninftrmfted  in  the 
manoeuvres  and  politics  of  the 
French  cabinet  concluded  that  the 
republic  was  literally  on  the  laid 
plank,  agreeably  to  the  figure  which 
the  directory  had  employed.  The 
jEpgufh  mini  her,  among  others, 
was  the  dupe  of  this  artifice,  which, 
was  only  meant  to  quicken  the 
Iqgiflature  to  a  more  prompt  and 
liberal  aifpolal  of  the  public  trea- 
fure  ;  but  which  he  received  as  the 
true  and  faithfttl  coufellion  of  in¬ 
ability  and  ruin,  and  quoted  the 
verbiage  ,of  the  directory ’s  meflage 
as  a  conclufive  and  undeniable 
authority  for  the  faff. 

The  credit  of  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  had  indeed  been  fo  flut¬ 
tered  o  Hate  in  their  financial  tranf* 
addions,  and  fo  many  had  been 
ruined  by  its  operations,  that  no 


plan,  however  profitable  in  its  pra- 
mifes,  was  likely  to  meet  with  fup- 
port;  fince  the  continual  changes, 
made  to  fuit  the  prefiing  wants  of 
the  hate  defeated  the  befl- founded, 
arrangements,  and  ufually  ended  in 
the  ruin  of  the  lpeculaior.  Amorg 
the  expedients  made  ufe  of  by  the 
government,  had  been  that  of  if* 
filing,  a  paper  called  refcriptions, 
which  were  orders  on  the  treafury 
at  certain  epochs  for  hard  money, 
and  winch,  had  been  paid  to  the 
creditors  of  the  government.  This 
paper,  which  lived  but  a  very  fhorj: 
time,  formed  a  kind  of  financial 
interregnum  between  the  aflignat 
and  the  mandat,  and  was  finally 
abforbed  in  the  latter,  at  a  very 
depreciated  value.  The  mandat  at 
its  birth  loft  one  fourth  of  its  » 
value,  and  foon  after  four  fifths.  . 
As  it  was  declared  to  be  equal  to 
hard  money  by  the  legiflature,  the 
national  domains  which  it  repre- 
fented  were  fought  with  extreme 
avidity  ;  and  the  national  property 
was  about  to  be  dilpofed  of  for  a 
tenth  part  of  its  real  value,  fince 
the  mandat,  which  was  the  legal 
payment  for  thofe  domains,  conti- 
nued  to  be  depreciated  in  that  pro¬ 
portion.  The  legiflature,  in  order 
to  prevent  this  depredation,  was 
compelled  to  violate  its  engage¬ 
ments  with  the  purchafers,  by  firft 
ordering  the  payments  to  be  made 
at  periods  earlier  than  thofe  origi¬ 
nally  agreed  on  ;  by  which  ope¬ 
ration,  as  a  great  number  of  man¬ 
dats  would  be  taken  out  of  cir¬ 
culation,  it  was  expecfed  that  their 
value  would  confiaerabjy  augment, 
This  decree  produced  little  ; 
the  credit  of  paper  money  was  too 
far  funk  to  be  railed  by  any  expe¬ 
dients;  and  the  legiflature,  after 
tampering  with  their  original  en¬ 
gagements  towards  the  public  by 
pew  regulations,  were  at  length 

forced 
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forced  to  apply  a  more  effeaual 
remedy,  by  ordering  the  I  aft  pay¬ 
ment/  which  was  one  fourth  of  the 
original  purchafe,  to  be  made  in 
money  ;  and  tins  1  cgu Iation  com¬ 
pelled  a  great  number  to  take  back 
the  payments  they  had  already 
made  in  mandats,  which  were  now 
ftill  further  depreciated. 

Thefe  meafures  left  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  purchasers  no  great  pro- 
fpecls  bf  gain  from  their  fpecu- 
lations,  fince  the  price,  of  patri¬ 
monial  land  was  in  general  lower 
than  that  of  national  property,  of¬ 
fered  at ,  the  prefent  rate  by  the 
nation  ;vhjUt  as  the  lofs  fell  for  the 
moil  part  on  men  who  had  by  dif- 
hpnourable  traffic  taken  advantage' 
of  the  public  diftrefs,  this  arbitrary 
act  of  the  legiflature  was  much 
applauded  ;  and  the  mandats,  not- 
with handing  the  variety  of  meafures 
taken  to  fupport  their  credit,  foon 
partook  of  the  fate  of  the  other 
paper  money. 

The  finances,  which  had  been 
the  lead  of  the  ■  embarraffmen  lS  of 
the  French  government .  while  the 
confidence  of  thv  public  kept  pace 
with  the  facility  of  making  paper 
money,  became  now  the  moit  fe- 
1  rioas  object  of  its  confederation  ; 
that  ponfidence  being  totally-  loft, 
and  the  treafurv  in  a  ftate  ot  ex¬ 
treme  penury.  An  arbitrary  con¬ 
tribution  had  been  levied  on  the 
rnpft  opulent  claftes  under  the  name 
of  a  forced  loan,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  paid  in  hard  cafh,  or  in  paper 
at,  the  courfe  of  exchange.  This 
contribution  had  no  fixed  prin¬ 
ciple,  but  depended  on  the  judg¬ 
ment  formed  of  the  property  of  the 
individual  by  the  public  admini¬ 
strations,  which  in  many  cafes  was 
'  highly  oppreifive;  but  as  few  taxes 
fad  "been  paid-  for  the  laft  four 
years,  the  whole  of  the  lum  levied 
fell  very  fliort  of  whgt  was  juftljt 
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4ue  to  the  government;  and  as  the 
weight  of  this  contribution  fell  on 
thole  who  had  enriched  themfelves 
during  the  revolution,  the  illegality 
of  the  mode  was  fubmitted  to  by 
the  public*  without  much  com¬ 
plaint,  in  confideration  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  juftice  of  the  aCt.  I  he  com¬ 
mittee  of  finance  now  presented  a 
general  ftate  of  the  public  revenue, 
by  which  it  appeared  that  the  ex¬ 
penditure  during  the  year  amounted 
to  one  thoufand  millions, of  livres, 
and  the  ordinary  annual  revenue 
amounted  to  five  hundred  millions*: 
For  the  remaining  five  hundred, 
various  resources  were  pointed  out, 
fuch  as  the  levy  of  new  taxes, and  the 
fale  of  national  lands  in  the  newly 
united  provinces  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  where  religious  orders  ofeve- 
ry  kind  were  at  this  time  fiipprefted, 
as  they  had  been  in  France.  It 
appeared  that  the  receipt  would  ex¬ 
ceed  the  expenditure  of  the  current 
year ;  but  as  the  means  of  pro¬ 
viding  thefe  extra  ordinaries  were 
but  temporary,  feveral  modes  of 
making  various  retrenchments  in 
the  expen ces  were  pointed  out,  and- 
a  plan  of  fevere  ceconomy  was  en¬ 
joined  in  place  of  the  wild  pro- 
fufion  which  the  fyftem  of  paper' 
money  had  introduced. 

The  negotiations  forpeace,  which 
had  been  for  fome  time  carried  on 
at  Paris  between  the  executive  di¬ 
rectory  and  the  pope,  were  fud- 
denly  interrupted  by  the  precipi¬ 
tate  retreat  of  the  negotiators  on 
the  part  of  his  holinefs,  who  were 
ordered  to  leave  France  by  a  man¬ 
date  of  the  directory,  ifiiied  to  the 
minifter  of  police.  The  amb&f- 
fador  of  the  king  of  Sardinia  was 
ordered  alfo  at  the  fame  time  to 
quit  the  republic  :  but  the  mode  in 
which  this  order  was  conveyed  to 
him  was  lefs  revolting. 

T he  papal  comniiffioners  had  long 

delayed! 


delayed  entering  into  arty  definitive 
arrangement  refpe&ing  the-  objedt 
of  their  embaiTv,  in  expectation  of 
hearing  fuch  tidings  of  the  fuccefs 
of  the  Auftrian  arms  in  Italy,  as 
would  render  the  conditions  more 
advantageous  to  the  holy  fee. 
While  general  Wurmfer  was  on 
his  march  with  detachments  from 
the  army  in  Germany,  thefe  am- 
ballad ors  pretended  that  they  were 
unprovided  with  fufficient  powers 
to  treat  definitively  ;  nor  was  it  till 
intelligence  arrived  of  frelh  vidlo- 
ries  on  the  part  of  the  French, 
that  they  were  ,  found  fufnciently 
inftnnfted  to  conclude  the  treaty, 
to  which  the  directory  would  now 
no  longer  liften.  The  difmiffion 
of  the  Sardinian  ambaflador  arofe 
only  from  flight  murmurs  which  he 
had  vented  on  hearing  of  the  march 
of  the  German  forces  to  the  relief 
of  Italy,  mingled  with  regrets  that 
his  marfter  had  concluded  a  peace* 
fo  unfavourable  to  his  interefts, 
when  every  thing  promifed  the 
means,  had  he  protradted  the  defi¬ 
nitive  treaty,  of  procuring  better 
conditions  than  thole  which  had 
been  To  feverely  impofed. 

The  minifter  of  the  duke  of 
Tufcany  had  fome  months  before 
received  a  fimilar  order  from  the 
dirtdlory.  Count  Carletti  had 
fbewn  fome  folicitude  for  the  young 
prlncefs,  the  daughter  of  Lewis  the 
XVIth,  on  her  departure  from 
France;  which  was  thought  a  fuf¬ 
ficient  overt  adf  of  difaffedfion  to 
jullify  the  government  in  ordering 
him  to  quit  the  republic.  The 
real  charge  brought  againfl  him 
Was  the  peculiar  adlivity  with 
which  he  ferved  the  interefts  of  the 
combined  powers,  by  making  him- 
fell  the  channel  of  the  fecrets  of 
date,  of  which  he  became  pof- 
fefted  by  the  confidence  which  his  •, 
apparent  attachment  to  the  repub-  ; 


lie  iiifpired  in  the  members ‘of  go¬ 
vernment.  Whether  the  minifter 
defer vtd  this  imputation,  or  whe¬ 
ther  it  was-  fome  perfohal  diflike 
or  caprice  of  the  governing  powers, 
is  uncertain;  and  we  can  only  fay, 
that  the  duke,  on  his  return,’  con- 
foled  him  for  the  difgrace,  by  un¬ 
equivocal  marks  of  attention  and 
favour. 

The  refentment  of  the  executive 
diredlory  was  not  confined  to  the 
ambafiadors  of  the  Italian  ftates. 
The  ambaflador  from  the  court  of 
Sweden,  Monf.  Renhaufen,  was  dif- 
mified  from  Paris  in  the  fame  dif- 
graceful  manner  as  the  envoys  of 
the  pope.  This  court;  which,  from 
the  death  of  the  late  king,  and 
during  the  war,  had  (hewn  dif- 
pofitions  not  unfavourable  to  the 
French  republic,  had  now  thrown 
itfelf,  either  from  fear  or  policy, 
under  the  influence  of  the  court 
of  Petersburg.  It  has,  however, 
been  inlinuated  that  this  meafure 
arofe  from  refentment  :  for  the 
fubfidy  promifed  by  the  commit¬ 
tee  of  public  fafety,  had  been  paid 
in  draughts  on  "the  Dutch  re¬ 
public,  which  the  latter  had  not 
duly  honoured,  and  which  the 
French  government  knew,  at  the 
time  of  giving  them,  would  not  be 
paid.  Baron  Stael,  the  former  am- 
baflador,  whofe  political  opinion* 
were  firppofed  to  be  more  favour¬ 
able  to  the  republic  than  was  con¬ 
fident  with  the  views  of  the  em- 
prefs  of  Ruflia,  was  about  to  be 
replaced  by  Mr.  Renhaufen,  who 
was  known  in  France  to  be  warmly 
attached  to  the  intereft  bf  that 
eburt.  * 

The  diredlory  had  already  ex- 
prefled  its  difapprobation  of  this 
exchange,  when  a  note  was  com¬ 
municated,  dating,  that  if  the  new 
ambaflador  was  riot  received,  the 
Swedilh  court  would  ufe  reprifals 
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towards  the  envoy  of  the  French 
republic  (5th  Auguft).  Theanfwer 
given  bv  the  directory  was  ex- 
prefiive  of  their  friendfhip  to  the 
Swedifb  nation,  but  enjoined  the 
minifter  of  police  in  Paris  to  order 
that  M.  Renhaufen  fhould  inflantly 
quit  the  capital.  The  French  en- 

. . . . >■  "■ 
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voy  was  likewife  ordered  to  leave 
the  court  of  Stockholm ;  the  direc¬ 
tory  confidering  that  the  dignity  of 
the  French  nation  was  committed 
in  retaining  any  friendfhip  for  a 
court  which  was  now  become  a 
dependant  on  a  power  in  open 
hoftility  with  the  republic, 

1  - .  I  ...  I  I-  '  |  I. . . 
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Arrival  of  General  VFurmfer  in  Italy.  Repul fe  of  the  French .  Siege  of 
Mantua  raifed .  The  Pope  takes  Poffeffton  of  'Ferrara.  Defeat  of  the 
Auftman  Army  on  the  Minch .  Deftftion  of  the  Pol  ft  Soldiers  from  the 
Imperial  Army.  Conduft  of  the  Mtlanefe  during  the  Conte  ft.  The  French 

Army  under  Moreau  in  Pojfejfton  of  the  whole  Circle  of  Suabia.  The  Army 
•  wider  Jour  dan  in  Pojfejfton  of  the  Circle  of  Franconia.  Peace  concluded  be - 
tween  the  French  Republic  and  the  Princes  of  Wirtemberg  and  Baden. 
Alliance  ojfenftve  and  defenftve  formed  between  the  French  Republic  and 
Spain.  New  Treaties  between  the  French  Republic  and  Pruffta.  Secret 
Articles  of  tkofe  Treaties.  Seizure  of  Nuremberg  by  the  King  of  Pruffta , 
Further  Project:  of  that  Prince  defeated  by  the  Reirea  ft  four  dan  s  Army . 
Caufes  of  that  Retreat.  Moreau  advances  into  Bavaria.  Attack  on 
Jourdan’s  Army.  Rapid  Retreat  of  this  Army  to  the  Banks  of  the  Lower 
Rhine.  Critical  Situation  of  General  Moreau.  Advances  to  Munich,  levies 
Contributions  on  the  Eleftor  of  Bavaria ,  and  concludes  an  AnnifUce  with 
.  him .  Projeft  of  Moreau  to  recall  the  Archduke  from  the  Purfuit  of  Jour  dan. 

:  Failure  of  that  Prop  eft.  Retreat  of  Moreau  from  Bavaria.  Tift  or >  gained 
ky  him  over  the  Auftrian  Army.  Surrounded  by  imminent  Dangers.  Cuts 
his  IVay  through  the  Pajfes  of  the  Black  For  ft.  Repajfcs  the  Rhine  at 
Brij'ac  and  Hwungue.  Reflect:  on:  on  the  Benefits  refitting  to  the ,  French 
from  the  Invafton  of  Germany.  Cmjeftural  Benefits  refilting  to  the  Auftri - 
*ns.  Evacuation  of  Nuremberg  by  the  King  of  Prujia  Reflections  on  the 
Conduft  ft  this  Monarch .  Defeat  of  the  Auftrians  before  Rover edo,  and 
March  of  the  French  Army  to  Tent.  Defeat  of  PFurmftr  at  Bajfano . 
tffurmfer  takes  Refuge  in  Mantua. 


THE  deftru&ion  or  difperfion  of 
the  imperial  army  in  Italy 
under  Beaulieu,  which  had  given  to 
Buonaparte  the  means  of  conquer¬ 
ing  the  whole  of  the  northern  part 
of  that  country,  was  now  repaired 
by  the  arrival  of  a  new  army  com- 
pofed  of  the  flower  of  the  German 
troops  ferving  on  the  Rhine,  under 
the  dire&ion  pf  general  Wurmfer. 


On  his  approach,  the  hopes  of  the 
Italian  powers  who  had  not  made 
their  definitive  arrangements  with 
the  French  republic,  began  to  re-v 
vive,  as  they  cherifhed  the  expec¬ 
tation  that  he  was  about  to  become 
the  deliverer  of  Italy  ,from  the 
Gallic  yoke. 

The  firft  fuccefs  of  the  Andri¬ 
ans  fortified  this  illnfioil  of  the 

Italian 
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Italian-  dates for,  having  affem- 
bled  what  remained  of  the  forces 
under  marfhal  Beaulieu  at  Trent 
and  Roveredo,  general  Wurmfer, 
while  he  threatened  an  attack-  on 
the  whole  line  of  the  French  army, 
marched  along  the  Adige  with  the 
whole  body  of  his  forces,  and  fud~ 
denly,  on  the  29th  of  July,  fell 
upon  the  poft  of  Salo,  on  the  lake 
of  "Guard  a,'  and  that  of  Corona, 
between  this  lake  and  the  river, 
which*  pods  covered  the  city  of. 
Mantua.  The  lofs  of  thefe  im¬ 
portant  portions  was  immediately 
followed  by  the  deliverance  of 
Mantua,  from  the  fiege  of  which 
place  the  French  were  driven  in 
great  diforder,  and  with  a  confider- 
able  lofs  of  artillery  and  flores. 
The  Auftrians,  emboldened  by  their 
luccefs,  after  taking  poffeffion  of 
Salo,  whofe  garrifon  withdrew  to 
Pefc.hicrn,  inftead  of  Brefcia  as  they 
were  ordered,  feized  on  this  latter 
place,  together -with  the  magazines 
of  the  republic,  and  their  hofpitals, 
and  thereby- cut  off  the  communis 
cation  of  the  French  army  with 
Milan.  . 

The  pope,  on  the  news  of  this 
fuccefs,  feat  his -vice-legate  to  take 
poffeffion  of  Ferrara,  which  the 
French  had  now  evacuated,  not- 
withftanding  the  rejmonftrances  of 
Azzara  the  Spanifn  ambaffatior, 
who  reprefented"  this  -ftep  as  a 
direft.  violation  of  the  armiflice. 
between  his  holinefs  and  the  re¬ 
public.  The  vice-legate  made  his 
public  entry  without  oppofition  ; 
but  when- he  fubftituted  the  papal 
arms  fbr  thole  of  the  republic,  the 
citizens^ of  Ferrara  immediately  af-- 
ffimbied,  and  replaced  thofe  of 
France. 

The  pofition  of  the  French  was 
extremely  critical;  for  while  the 
garrifon  of  Mantua  was  now  at 
liberty  to-aci  wklr  the  Auflrians  on 
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the  one  fide,  Wurmfer" was  pur- 
fufaig  Buonaparte  on  ihe  other. 
The  French  general,'  in  danger  of 
being  furrounded,  fuddenly  with* 
d-Tew  his  forces  from  Verona  and 
other  parts  on  the  Adige,  and  by  a 
forced  march  threw  lnmfelf,  with 
the  whole  of  his  arm\v  on.  the  other 
fide  of  Mantua,  and  regained  pof¬ 
feffion  of  Brefcia.  He  then  brought 
together  TuF  forces  Bet  w een  the 
lake  of  Guarda  and  Mantua,  at 
Caffiglione,  behind  which  village 
Wurmfer  had  drawn  up  his  forces 
after  s  palling  the  Mmcio.  The 
French  had  fucceeded  in  retaking 
their  various  pofts,  and  were  now 
to  decide-ffie  contefi. 

The  battle  was  fought  on  the 
15th  of  Augufl  with  great  obfli- 
nacv  -and  courage,  and  ended  in 
the  total  defeat  of  the  Auflrians, 
who  were  compelled  to  repafs  the 
Adige,  leaving  the  French  once 
more  in  poffeffion  of  the  country 
round  Mantua  ;  the  fiege  of  which 
place,  from  the  lofs  of  their  heavy 
artillery,  they  were  compelled  to 
turn  into  a  blockade.  This  vic¬ 
tory  is  faid  to  have  cofl  the  Au- 
flrians  twenty  thoufand  men ;  the 
number  of  prifoners  was  very  grfcat, 
owing  to  the  prompt*  fubmiffion 
or  rather  defection  -of  various  di¬ 
visions,  who  were  foidiers  origi¬ 
nally  of  the  Polifh  nation,  and  who 
feized  the  favourable  n foment  of 
.  conteft,  or  defeat,  to  abandon  a 
fervice  which  was  hoflile  both  to 
their  principles  and  their  feelings; 
and  who  afterwards:  formed  a.  legion^ 
under  Polifh  officers,  and  were  in¬ 
corporated  into  the.  armies  of  tho 
republic.  During  this  engage* 
ment,  which  iafled  ftveral  days, 
the  inhabitants. of  Milan,  by  offer¬ 
ing  at  the  moment  of  danger  to 
organize  battalions,  and  marcffi  foB 
the  common  defence,  gave  proofs 
of  their  attachment  to  the  caufe  of 
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liberty,  fo  much  the  more  unequi¬ 
vocal,  as  the  further  defeat  of  the 
French,  whole  retreat  was  at  firftcut 
off,  would  have  rendered  the  Auftrb 
ans  complete  matters  of  Lombardy; 

The  fucceftes  of  the  armies  of 
the  republic  on  the  Rhine  cor- 
refponded  with  thofe  in  Italy. 
The  battle  of  Ettingen,  as  has  been 
already  obferved,  determined  prince 
Charles  to  retreat  into  Germany. 
Moreau,  after  taking  potteffion  of 
Fribourg  in  the  Brifgaw,  and  Stut- 
gard  ( 18  th  July),  the  capital  of  the 
duchy  of  Wirtemberg,  eroded  the 
Necker  in  purfuit  of  the  divifion 
under  prince  Charles,  and,  after 
various  ttrirmifties,  in  fome  of  which 
he  met  with  obftinate  rettftance, 
forced  him  to  retreat  acrofs  the 
Danube,  making  himfelf  matter  of 
the  whole  of  the  circle  of  Suabia. 
Jourdan,  in  the  mean  while,  march¬ 
ed  along  the  Mein  through  Frank¬ 
fort,  Afchaffenburg,  Wurtzburg* 
and  Schweinfurt,  each  of  which 
places  furrendered  at  his  fummons; 
and  having  puttied  the  Auftrians 
under  Wartenfleben  acrofs  the  Red- 
nitz  (Auguft  itt),  at  Bamberg,  be¬ 
came  poffetted  of  the  whole  circle 
of  Franconia,  threatening  at  the 
fame  time  the  territories  of  the 
German  princes,  and,  among  others, 
thofe  of  the  eledor  of  Saxony, 
which  lay  undefended  on  his  left. 
A  divifion  of  the  army  of  the 
Rhine  and  Mofeile,  under  Ferino, 
had  taken  potteffion,  of  Conttance, 
and  of  the  various  fortreffes  on  the 
lake-  fo  that  the  republican  army 
foi'med  one  immenfe  chain  acrofs 
the  whole  of  this  part  of  Germany, 
of  which  the  left  extended  alrnoft 
to  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia,  and  the' 
right  to  the  Tyrolean  mountains, 
feparating  Bavaria  from  Italy. 

In  the  meantime,  the  duke  of 
Wirtemberg  and  the  prince  of 
Baden,  whofe  territories  wbre  in 
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pofTeffion  of  the  armies  of  the  re¬ 
public,  fent  their  refpedive  am- 
ballad ors  to  Paris  to  treat  for  peace 
with  the  diredory.  By  thefe  trea¬ 
ties  the  duke  of  Wirtemberg  (17th 
of  Auguft),  engaged  himfelf  to 
withdraw  fronh  every  alliance,  of- 
fenfive  or  defensive,  entered  into 
by  him  againft  the  French  repub¬ 
lic  ;  to  furnifh  in  no  wife  any  aid 
or  affittance,  by  loan,  contingents, 
or  ftores,  either  individually  or  as. a 
member  of  the  Germanic  empire, 
to  any  power  at  war  with  France, 
and  to  renounce,  in  favour  of  the 
French  republic,  whatever  pof* 
feffions  he  held  on  the  left  of  the 
Rhine.  The  treaty  with  the  prince 
of  Baden  was  concluded  on  fh>& 
31ft  of  Auguft,  on  the  fame  con¬ 
ditions,  together  with  certain  ftipu- 
lations  for  the  free  navigation  of 
the  river,  which  had  hitherto  been 
fubjeded,  from  various  arbitrary 
regulations,  to  heavy  exadions. 

Thefe  treaties  were  followed  bv 
other  diplomatic  arrangements  of 
ftill  greater  importance  with  the  Ca¬ 
binet  of  Madrid.  The  treaty  of 
peace  concluded  with  that  power 
on  the  22d  of  July  1795  had  been 
much  blamed  i»  France,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  conditions,  which 
were  thought  in  general  to  have 
been  lefs  favourable  to  the  repub- 
lie  than  it  had  a  right  to  exped 
from  the  fuccefs  of  its  arms.  Pru¬ 
dent  politicians,  however,  applaud¬ 
ed  this  moderation  on  the  part  of 
France,  which  probably  induced 
the  Spanitti  court  to  lifted  to  thtf 
prop© fa  Is  of  the  diredory,  add 
open  negotiations  for  a  nearer  alli¬ 
ance.  The  coalition  had  long 
fince  been  fo  disjointed  and  broken, 
that  what  remained,  compared  with 
the  powers  that  had  at  firft  united 
againft  France,  fcarcely  deferved 
the  name.  It  was  not,  however* 
to  have  been  expeded,  that  any  pf 
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thefe  powers,  juft  efcaped  from  a 
ftruggle  in  which  they  had  been  in 
a  manner  compelled  to  throw 
themfelves  on  the  mercy  of  the 
enemy,  would  have  readily  min¬ 
gled  again  in  the  conteft  in  any 
fhape;  but  the  influence  of  the 
republic  was  at  this  period  as  pre¬ 
dominant  in  various  cabinets  of 
Europe,  as  its  arms  had  been  vic¬ 
torious  againft  their  refpeClive  for¬ 
ces  ;  and  Pruflia  and  Spain  did  not 
fatisfy  themfelves  by  withdrawing 
their  armies  from  their  former  al¬ 
lies,  but  entered  into  new  and  ftriCt 
alliances  with  the  French  republic. 

While  the  emperor  was  daily 
lofing  fome  part  of  his  pofleflions 
by  the  progrefs  of  the  French  arms, 
the  king  of  Pruflia  was  employed  in 
taking-advantage  of  his  reverfes  by 
feizing  on  independent  ftates,  which 
had  hitherto  been  fecure  under 
the  imperial  protection,  and  the 
laws  of  the  empire.  The  fuburbs 
of  the  city  of  Nuremberg  were 
claimed  by  him,  under  fome  ob- 
folete  title  of  upwards  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  years'  date;  and  troops  were 
fent  by  him  to  enforce  the  demand. 
The  fuccefs  of  the  French  arms 
had  haftened  the  negotiation  car¬ 
rying  on  between  the  court  of  Ber¬ 
lin  and  the  republic,  and  as  the 
humiliation  of  the  houfe  of  Aiiftria 
iwas  a  primary  confideration  until 
this  court,  its  friend  (hip  towards 
France  kept  pace  with  the  victories 
gained  over  the  imperial  armies. 

The  conditions  of  the  new  treaty 
with  Pruflia  were  not  rendered 
public,  as  the  fulfilment  of  them 
depended  on  circum fiance?.  Spain 
openly  declared  her  friendfliip  for 
the  French  republic;  and  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  an  alliance  offenfive  and. 
defenfive  were  arranged  between 
the  duke  of  Alcudia  and  M.  pe- 
rignon,  ambaflkdor  of  the  French 
republic  at  the  court  of  Spiain,  at 
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St.  Ildefonfo  on  the  19th  of  Auguft, 
which  were  ratified  on  the  12th  of 
September  in  the  ufual  forms,  by’ 
the  French  government.  By  this 
treaty,  the  contracting  powers  en¬ 
gaged  to  Guarantee  to  each  other 
their  refpedi ve  pofleflions ;  but  the 
moft  prominent  part  of  the  treaty  is 
the  eighteenth  article,  in  which  it 
is  expfefsly  ftipulated,  that  as  Eng# 
land  is  the  only  power  againft 
which  Spain  has  caufe  of  com¬ 
plaint,  the  operations  of  the  preferrt 
alliance^  fhould  be  confined  folely 
to  that  power.  The  fecrecy  ob- 
ferved  with  regard  to  the  Pruflian 
treatv  was  not  fo  inviolable,  as  not 
to  fuffer  the  knowledge  of  fome  of 
its  important  articles  to  efcape. 
Among  thefe  was  the  guarantee  of 
their  republic  to  the  Dutch  by  the 
Pruflian  government,  to  the  perpe¬ 
tual  exciufion  of  the  ftadtholder ; 
an  article  of  which  the  Spanifh 
cabinet  thought  it  neceflary  to  be 
well  allured,  before  it  admitted 
Holland  into  the  alliance  which  it 
was  about  to  form  with  the  re¬ 
public  of  France. 

Whatever  might  have  been  the 
projeds  of  the  king  of  Pruflia  while 
the  French  armies  were  advancing 
viClorioufly  into  Germany,  —  and 
thofe  imputed  to  him  were  nothing 
lefs  than  the  breaking  up  of  the 
Germanic  conftitution  if  he  could 
not  find  the  means  of.  placing  him- 
felf  at  its  head,  —  the  fudden  and 
unexpe&ed  reverfes  of  the  French* 
who  were  now  in  the  centre  of 
Bavaria,  and  on  the  frontiers  of 
Bohemia,  compelled  him  to  change 
his  plan,  or  at  leaft  to  fufpend  the 
execution,  of  it.  The  expul fion  of 
one  of  thofe  armies  from  Ger¬ 
many,  and  the  memorable  and 
well -conducted  retreat  of  the  other, 
form  too  interefting  a  topic,  not 
only  in  the  hiftory  of  the  campaign,* 
but'  alfo  in  that  of  the  revolution,. 

to 
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*d  permit  it  \q  be  pafTed  over  with¬ 
out  noticing  the  caufes  which  pro¬ 
duced  thofe  reverfes,  when  every 
appearance  promifed  the  approach¬ 
ing  annihilation  of  the  Auftrian 
power,  and  the  univerfal  triumph 
of  the  French  republic  in  that 
country,  and  of  the  principles  on 
which  it  was  founded. 

,  During  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
war,  it  was  underftood  that  the  pro- 
grefs  of  liberty  in  Germany  had 
been  fo  extenfive,  and  the  lo  ve  of  it 
fo  rivetted  in  the  hearts  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  that  the  French  armies  had  only 
to  penetrate  through  the  Auftrian 
lines,  and  crofs  the  river,  not  to 
conquer  enemies,  but  to  embrace 
brethren  in  all  the  countries,  border¬ 
ing  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  Rhine, 
where  this  infurreftionary  fpirit  had 
moft  obtained. 

The  only  motive,  it  was  afterted, 
which  reftrained  the  inhabitants  of 
the  circle  of  Suabia  from  operating 
a  revolution  in  their  government, 
was  the  dread  of  the  Auftrian  forces, 
which  had  been  in  continued  pof- 
feffiori  of  that  country  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  war.  The  ir¬ 
ruption  of  the  French  was  therefore 
regarded  by  confiderable  numbers 
of  the  inhabitants  of  that  country, 
as  the  harbinger  of  liberty ;  and 
even  thofe  who  felt  no  difpofition 
for  change,  obferved  with  pleafure 
the  progrefs  pf  the  French  arms,  as 
it  refeued  them  from  the  inconve- 
nieiicies  of  Auftrian  requifitions, 
and  removed  the.  theatre  of  war 
from  their  borders.  But  whatever 
might  have  been  their  expectations, 
the  fvftem  of  revolutionizing:  was 
neither  in  the  plan  of  the  campaign, 
nor  at  that  period  in  the  difpofitions 
of:  the  French  government.  Inde¬ 
pendent  of  other  motives,  a  more 
urgent  feeling  than-,  that  of  frater¬ 
nization  compelled  them  to  adopt  a 
line  of  ioiuiuft  fo  different  from 


every  idea  which  had  been  enter¬ 
tained  of  the  profeffors  of  repub¬ 
lican  principles,  that  the  aftonilhed 
and  indignant  Germans  were  driven 
to  figh  for  their  accuftomed  chains, 
and  regret  their  deliverance  front 
their  Auftrian  tyrants.  The  fober 
and  fyftematic  claims  of  their 
princes  to  carry  on  the  war  againft 
France,  though  they  had  been  felt 
by  the  people  to  be  burdenfome, 
were  not  grievous ;  and  though 
they  expefted  that  contributions 
would  be  raifed  by  the  French,  they 
cheriflied  the  expeftation  that  if  re¬ 
publican  generofity  did  not  entirely 
exempt  them  from  the  tax,  the  mode 
of  levying  it  would  be  fo  managed, 
that  the  great  mafs  of  contributions 
fhould  fall  on  the  rich  and  the  cler¬ 
gy.  Fro  in  the  profefiions  of  refpeft 
towards  the  people,  and  the  predi¬ 
left  ion  which  they  heard  the  French 
government  paid  to  their  rights, 
this  expectation  was  not  unreason¬ 
able, 

The  French  commanders,  or 
com.miflaries,  whofe  care  it  ought 
principally  to  have  been  that  the 
people  under  fuch  circumftances 
fliould  be  as  little  aggrieved  as  pof- 
fible,  were  folicitous  only  that  the 
fums  demanded  fhould  be  raifed; 
and  as  the  mode  of  levying  was  left 
to  the  will  of  the  refpeftive  govern¬ 
ments,  the  levies,  as  might  be  ex- 
pefted,  were  made  in  the  ordinary 
mode  of  railing-  taxes ;  fo  that  the 
noble  and  prieft  paid  but  flight  por¬ 
tions  of  the  contribution,  and  the 
people  as  ufual,  were  compelled  to 
furnifh  almoft  the  whole.  Tp  the 
refentment  occa honed  by  this 'im¬ 
provident  conduft  of  the  command¬ 
ers  in  chief,  mu  ft  be  added  the  pri¬ 
vate  depredations  and  plunder  of 
the  inferior  officers,  and  foldiers, 
who,  finding  tneir  fuperiors  tranf- 
grelfing  with  impunity,  indulged 
the  diipofitipn  natural"  to  military 

inen, 


$%A  A  BRIT! 

men,  fludied  with  vi&ory,  unre- 
ftrained  by  difeipline,  and  meeting 
with  no  red  fiance.  Though  the 
love  of  plunder  actuated  numbers, 
it  has  been  obferved,  in  e^cufe  for 
the  cohdud  of  general  Jourdan, 
that  the  requifitions  made  bv  him 
to  the  diredory  for  fupplies  of  every 
kind,  had  been  fo  entirely  unheed¬ 
ed,  that  he  was  compelled  to  admit 
of  thefe  irregularities  in  his  army, 
in  order  to  follow  tip  the  advan¬ 
tages  which  he  was  daily  gaining 
over  the  enemy.  QtheiVcaufes  have 
been  alleged  for  this  condud  of  the 
French  troops  in  Germany,  and  for 
the  fandion  given  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  the  fyflem  of  contribution. 
At  this  period  the  diredory  was  ne¬ 
gotiating  both  with  the  courts  of 
Pruflia  and  Spain;  and  it  was  the 
filtered  of  the  French  government, 
whilft  treating  with  thefe  powers, 
to  fliew  as  moderate  a  difpofition 
as  poffible,  In  fpreading  the  revo¬ 
lutionary  fpirit  among  the  fubjeds 
of  other  dates.  If  the  entrance  of 
the  French  into  the  dominions  of 
the  German  princes  had  been  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  call  on  the  inhabitants 
to  adert  their  liberties,  it  is  proba¬ 
ble  that  they  would  not  only  have 
fucceeded  in  exciting  a  general  re¬ 
volt,  but  that  larger  contributions 
would  have  been  dealt  out,  as  in  the 
cafe  of  Holland.  Hut  this  condud 
mud  have  given  condderable  um¬ 
brage  to  the  courts  with  whom  they 
were  treating,  fince  the  motives  to 
infurredion  which  they  mud  have 
held  forth  ampngd  the  fubjeds  of 
the  different  princes  in  Germany, 
could  not  but  be  equally  applicable 
'  'to  thofe  powers  with  whom  they 
were  about  to  form  drider  alliances. 
From  whatever  caufe  it  proceeded, 
it  is  certain  that  the  French  alie¬ 
nated  from  them  the  minds  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  thofe  countries  which 
they  conquered;  who,  indead  of 
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deliverers,  confidefed  them  as  the 
allies  of  their  ancient  governors, 
atld  even  as  aggravating  the  burdens 
under  which  they  were  already  de- 
dined  fo  bend* 

The  army  of  the  Sambfe  and 
Meufe,  as  has  been  obferved,  had 
poffeffed  themfelves  of  the  country 
lying  on  each  fide  the  Mein  ;  they 
had  made  themfelves  maders  of 
Franconia  and  the  dates  adjaceOf, 
and  were  advancing,  though  with 
meafured  fteps,  as  they  met  every 
where  with  obdinate  refiftanoe,  to* 
wards  Ratilhon ;  whilft  Moreau, 
who  had  marched  along  the  Da¬ 
nube,  and  had  taken  poffedion  fuc* 
ceffively  of  Ulm,  Donawerth,  and 
other  towns  fituated  on  its  banks, 
paffed  the  Lech  on  t|e  24th  of  An- 
gud,  near  Augfburg,  where  he  was 
oppo fed  with  great  vigour  by  the 
Audrians,  whom  he  defeated,  and 
triumphantly  entered  the  circle  of 
Bavaria.  During  this  period  the 
Audrian  armies  had  received 
condderable  reinforcements,  whilft 
thofe  of  the  French  were  neceffarily 
weakened  from  the  immenfe  tra<dV 
of  country  which  they  had  con¬ 
quered,  and  which  they  were  com-; 
peiied  to  guard.  The  archduke 
Charles,  who  had  been  purfued  in¬ 
to  Bavaria  by  Moreau,  having  placed 
his  army  in  advantageous  portions 
along  the  Danube,  and  on  the  right 
of  the  river  Ihm,  which  divides 
the  dominions  of  the  elector  of 
Bavaria  from  the  hereditary  pof- 
feffoRS  of  the  honfe  of  Aufiria, 
fent  off  in  the  mean  time  eonfider- 
able  reinforcements  to  the  army  of 
WartenlkbCn,  which  was  already 
equal  in  number  to  the  army  under 
Jourdan,  who  was  then  in  pUrfuit 
of  the  Andrians,  and  who  had  ar- 
rived  within  a  day's  march  of  Ra- 
tiibon. 

The  right  wing  of  the  French  ar¬ 
my  under  the  command  of  general 
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iernaddtte  was,  on  the  2  id  Atigud, 
nexpeeledly  attacked  by  forces  fo 
uperior,  that  it  was  compelled,  in 
rder  to  avoid  being  furrounded,  to 
dl-  back  on  the  main  body;  and 
ourdan  finding  himfelf  i»a  couii - 
J  where  he  could  expect  no  re- 
surces,  and  expofed  to  imminent 
anger  by  having  general  Warten- 
eben  in  front,  and  the  archduke 
diaries  on  his  dank,  ordered  the 
diole  of  the  army  to  retreat;  which 
ras  effected- not  without  force  dif- 
culty  and  lofs ;  owing  iefs  to  the 
oarage  of  the  Austrian  foldiers 
lan  to  the  vengeance  of  the  pea¬ 
chy*  and  other  inhabitants  of  the 
aim  tries  they  had  to  repafs,  who 
>ck  advantage  of  the  did  refs  of  the 
rench,  to  retaliate  for  the  injuries 
iey  had  received.  This  hodility 
f  the  people  was  ex  prefled  in  fo 
:rooious  a  manner,  that  the  French 
eneral  found  it  impossible  to  rally 
is  troops,  who,  loaded  alfo  with 
le  fruits  of  their  rapine,  were  more 
-dulqus  to  efcape  with  their  broils, 
lan  to  inctir  any  further  rifk  of 
>fing  their  treafure  together  with 
)eir  iivesi 

The  Andrians  alfo  hung  on  the 
?ar  and  the  flanks  of  the  French  fo 
lofely  that  no  refpite  was  allowed 
lem  ;  nor  did  jourdan  think  his 
any  in  fafetv,  till,  repaffiug  Barri¬ 
ng  and  Wurtzbourg;  he  gained 
ie  banks  of  the  Lower  Rhine  by 
sarer  marches  through  Wetzlar, 
id  halted  only  at  the  pods  from 
hence  he  had  commenced  his  ex- 
eclition. 

By  this  retreat  of  the  army  of  the 
iftibreand  Meufe,  the  fituation  of 
iat  of  the  Rhine  and  Mofelle,  un- 
sr  general  Moreau,  was  rendered- 
itremeiv  critical  ;  as  his  left  flank- 
as  uncovered,  and  the  Andrian 
>rcee,  falling  into  his  rear,  had  the 
ieans  or  cutting  or!  his  comniuni-. 
ttiens  with  France.  This  event 
1 796. 
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was  the  more  likely  to  happen  fince 
the  army  of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe 
had  been  repulfed  to  a  didance  fq 
remote  as  to  be  incapable  of  making 
any  ededfive  divertion ;  and  the 
garrifons  of  IVIentz,  Manheim,  and 
Philipfbtirg,  which  the  French  ar¬ 
mies  had  left  behind  them,  in  the 
full  confidence  of  being  able  to  take 
them  at  leiflire,  lay  between  that 
army  and  the  army  of  the  Rhine  and 
Mofelie,  now  infulated  in  the  cen¬ 
tre  of  Germany. 

While  the  Andrians  werepurfu- 
ing.the  army  of  the  Sambre  and 
Meufe  towards  the  Rhine,  general 
Moreap  pu  fhed  on  his  conqueds  to 
toe  banks  ot  the  Ifer  without  much 
refinance,  as  it  did  not  enter  into 
the  plan  of  the  Andrian  generals  to 
make  much  oppofition  to  him  in 
that  quarter.  He  took,  therefore, 
quiet  pofleldon  of  the  capital  of 
Bavaria  on  the  7,7th  of  Augud,  and 
made  the  ufual.  requiiitions  of  mo¬ 
ney  and  dores,  including  pied u res, 
from  the  elector,  and  entered  into 
preliminary  treaties  with  him  for  a 
fufpenfion  of  arms  preparatory  to 
peace,  which  the  eleHor  engaged,  by 
an  article  in  the  treaty  of  arm; dice, 
to  negotiate  with  the  directory  at 
IParis.  Moreau  had  conceived  hopes 
etcher  that  jourdan’s  army  would 
refume  the  attack,  or  that  hisfar- 
ther  advances  towards  Vienna  would 
force  the  archduke  to  return  ;  but 
the  defeat  of  Jourdan’s  army  was  fa 
complete,  that  all  hopes  of  their 
further  refidance  were  relinquifiied, 
and  Moreau  was  compelled  to  con¬ 
centrate  his  forces  in  order  to  guard 
againd  new  dangers  for  which,  as 
he  had  never  calculated,  he  had' 
never  provided.  General  Moreau, 
in  order  to  make  a  more  efiechud 
diveruon  for  the  army  under  pexle-' 
ra*: J p'Mdan,  had  detached  a  co’nii- 
cierable.  bony  from  his  main  forces 
towards  Nuremberg,  in  order  to  HU 
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on  the  rear  of  the  archduke's  army, 
and  cutoff  his  tor.  mu  ideations  ar.d 
fupp  i  _s.  The  main  army  was  to 
have  been  Rationed  at  Xeuburg 
on  the  Danube,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  advance  of  the  imperiailfts 
whom  ne  left  on  the  banks  of  the 
Ihm.  The  Auftrian  general  how¬ 
ever,  aware  of  this  movement.  im¬ 
mediately  fent  eff  a  coniiderable  ci- 
vifion  acrofs  the  Danube,  whiifr  the 
forces  which  kept  the  panes  of  tire 
Tyrol  mountains  advanced  to  an¬ 
noy  the  rear  or  the  French  army. 
The  attempt  made  by  the  detach¬ 
ment  which  had  marcr.ed  towards 
Nuremberg,  therefore,  did  not  fuc- 
ceed,  as  h  e  archduke  had  given  or¬ 
ders  that  the  line  of  communication 
fhouid  be  kept  up  farther  to  the 
north,  by  therouteef  Egraar.d  Ham- 
berg.  Moreau  therefore,  convinced 
that  no adiffance  was  ikeiy  to  be  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  armv  of  the  Sarr.bre 
and  Mei:fe>  but  perceiving  on  the 
contrary  that  the  archduke  had  de¬ 
tached  a  part  or  the  icrces  under  his 
command,  together  with  portions 
of  the  garrifous  of  Maakcim  and 
PhilipfbLrg  towards  his  -  m  line 
of  communication  v  i:h  the  Rhine, 
found  i:  ffdifpen’at-ly  necefarv  for 
the  fuicty  of  his  army  to  concen¬ 
trate  his  forces,  and  effect  a  retreat. 

Ke  accordingly  fucceeced  in 
w  i: hd ra  v  i  u  £  n  is  tree  p  s  w:  -:hou :  loss 
from  the  electorate  of  Bavaria  ;  and 
rep  ailing  the  Leek,  which  divides 
this  country  from  tne  circle  of  Sea- 
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bia,  placed  h  s  army  between  the 
Danube  a:  the  U'tn.  and  the  lake  of 
Co.nftamce.  Pretied  on  his  dank  and 
h  s  rear.  Moreau,  in  order  to  extri¬ 
cate  himtek,  found  it  necefirv  to 
give  battle  to  general  Latour,  who 
v  as  marching  clcfr  upon  him.  The 
event  was  fuccefsfdl  :  he  gained  a 
complete  viator}  on  ti  e  5c  ef  'Jdfo- 
ber,  over  the  Auftrian  artr.v^  and 
Kado  nve  thousand  prisoners,  This 


victory,  however,  though  bight) 
important  in  the  critical  pofftion  ifl 
which  Moreau  was  placed,  was  no? 
futheieetto  difengage  the  arm  v  from 

o  o 

the  dangers  with.  which  it  was  fur- 

O 

isoundeoij  Once  the  Auftrian  gene¬ 
rals  had  fficceeded  in  cutting  o3 
the  communication  with  the  Rhine 
by  le’zirg  on  all  the  paflages  in  the 
Black  Foreit,  through  which  Mo¬ 
reau  had  to  retreat,  and  in  gaining 
poffeffon  of  the  Viiles  Forefderes, 
or  iron  tier  towns,  which  lav  on  the 
Rhine,  and  which  bounded  the 

Swifs  territory, 

* 

There  pod  dons  taken  by 
German  troops,  in  which  th< 
were  aided  by  the  peasants  of  the 
country,  had  end  re  M  ififflated  the 
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army  of  the  Rhine  and-  the  Mofelie  % 
fo  that  the  diffculry  of  its  dual  re¬ 
treat  was  now  rendered  extreme. 
Twenty  four  thou  fund  Audi 
under  the  command  of  the  vei 
Xauendorf  and  Petrafch.  were  ra¬ 
tioned  in  its  front,  as  it  was  now 
retreating  ;  while  general  La  cur, 
recovered  from  his  defeat,  and " 
ing  received  reinforcements,  p* 
feed  it  ciofely  in  its  rear. 

As  the  puffer  by  the  ViKesFe 
rlcTts  were  the  Jealt  ffronglv  gu; 
eh,  Moreau  ffnt  off  his  i:ek 
wounded,  and  sdfo  his  -begga^,,. 
under  a  ftreng  effort,  by  that  road  ? 
wnlle  with  the  main  body  of  ids  ar¬ 
my  he  kept  in  check  the  enemy 
wirh  whom  he  was  continually  in 
action,  till  he  arrived  at  tne 
cs  the  Black  Foreit.  The  part  of 
tne  Black  Foreit  through  whicryfc* 
ffj£rd  it  molt  exf^cient  to  eSeff 
his  p-adavc,  wa«  that  part  called 
^  allev  of  Hzli,  thro  ig h  which  i< 


merrv  leagues  the  mountains  r:*< 
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icai  lcarceiy  a  ipace  is 
between  them  for  duty  men  to  rr  : r :n 
in  front.  This  dense,  Toctridabfr 
by  nature,  w- s  defended  by  •scat- 
was  iutmed  a  ibobcieci  cumber  oi 
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>ps  to  clofe  it  up ;  but  the  cen- 
cf  r..e  army  rushing  on,  forced 
patTsge,  while  the  right.  2nd 
kept  in  check  the  Aunrian 
e:  cn  the  flank  and  rear.  By 
defperate  meafure  Moreau  ex- 
-tea  hirr.feif  from  the  imminent 
ger  which  threatened  him,  and 
Jght  his  army,  with  compara- 
ly  little  iefs,  to  Fribnrg ;  not 
{  n.aKing  good  his  retreat 
:  .ga  a  hostile  country  of  three 
drea  miles  in  extent,  but  giv- 
daily  battle  to  the  enemy  even 
It  £11  died  with  victory,  making 
a'Tc;kr:t5  orifoners  to  the  a- 
;nt  or  federal  thou  farms,  and 
eg  rrorr.  them  both  colours  and 
non.  The  arch-duke  Cnaries 
ing  united  further  detachments 
r.  his  army  to  thofe  already  ot>- 
:a  to  Moreau,  this  general  was 
mgih  compelled  to  abandon  the 
gatr,  and  lend  back  his  2rmy 
)ik  the  Rhine,  which  he  ac- 
•pMned  at  Briiacr,  and  Hunin- 
,  retaining  nererthelefs  poffef- 
of  the  batteries  which  had  been 
ted  on  the  banks  op  polite  to 
cast  fortrefs,  and  aifo  »eavir>g  a 
ng  garnJon  in  tee  fortrefs  of 
d,  from  whence  he  had  corn¬ 
iced  his  irruption  into  Germany, 
aus  ended  trie  expedition  into 
imperial  territory ;  and,  al¬ 
ign  the  reptile  of  the  French 
t r»rew  the  gigantic  p'ans  of 
qctlr,  which,  in  the  delirium 
ucctlk,  -he  french  nation  had 
Jn  to  form,  the  invahon  was 
product!.  ,  e  of  eifential  fervice 
he  republic,  By  detaching  ai- 
t  the  whole  of  the  German 
ces  from  the  coaiirion ;  wh'hft, 
ct  prefer.:  uate  of  me  finances, 
^r.;  y  i  uniting  at  toe  expence 
be  tutr.i.  curing  lo  confiaer- 
a  part  of  me  ta  r.:  sign,  was  an 
&  of  no  incon b C erabf «  Fi¬ 
ance. 


But  that  which  outweighed  everr8 
other  confederation,  was  the  po;vi 
erful  diverflon  which  this  inv.fion 
into  Germany  operated  in  favour 
of  toe  conquer:  of  Italy.  As  the 
Milanefe  was  the  only  reafonable 
object  of  eoaque.F,  all  the  opera¬ 
tions  in  Germany,  however  dan¬ 
gerous  or  roman  tie,  effected  this 
important  purpofe,  and  facilitated 
the_  prog  re  is  and  ghMous  er.ter- 
prife  of  Buonaparte.  Had.  however, 
a  belter  underdtaudlng  between  rhe 
commanders  of  the  refped ii -e  ar¬ 
mies  taken  place,  ana  'led  to  ac¬ 
tio/::  mere  general  and  decih  ve, 
2nd  had  fortune,  hitherto  lavifh  in 
her  favours  towards  the  French, 
co  nfc  lid  a  ted  their  great  and  rapid 
fuccefTes,  the  three  arrr.ies  under 
Jotmdan,  Moreau,  and  Buonaparte, 
might  have  formed  a  jundHcn  in 
the  heart  of  the  hereditary  idates  of 
the  home  of  Auftria,  and  decided 
the  fate  of  Germany. 

The  retreat  of  general  Moreau? 
has  been  julHy  the  ob-ect  of  tinr* 
verfai  acmirat’on.  Trie  previous 
retreat  ct  tne  amues  under  prince 
Charles  has  fome  claim  alfo  to 
the  regard  of  po Ferity.  I:  may  be 
faid,  that,  ahhough  the  arch-d  ike 
law  the  ik-luccefs  w  rk  c  ,  had  al- 
te tided  toe  plan  of  leaving  firong 
garriferas  behind  the  enemy  when 
the  combined  armies  were  driven, 
crut  of  tne  French  territory  in  the 
campaign  of  1794,  he  r.ever.ne- 
le:s  reinforced,  under  circumftan- 
ces  nearly  nor.!  a  %  thofe  of  Menrz, 
Maniieirn,  ano  F-  ikplburg,  before 
he  made  his  retrea:  into  German v« 
Leaving  t  ,l s  great  os  /ore* 

Benina  him  in  ;  erfedt  feeurky,  he 
divided  and  milker  fed  that  of  tho 
enerrv  uy  drawing  teem  on  with¬ 
out  *ofs  or  inconvenience  to  him- 
le.”.  He  acquired  Frecgth  hv  rdj 
approach  ro  the  frontier  ot  the 
fcerroiury  in  proportion  as 
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the  French  loft  it  by  their  diflance 
from  their  own  ;  till  at  length, 
feizing  the  favourable  moment,  and 
concentrating  his  renovated  forces, 
he  turned  on  the  invader  thus  pre- 
vioufly  weakened,  whom  a  rapid 
flight  alone  faved  from  utter  de¬ 
finition;  and  returning  to  the 
ftrong  pods  he  had  left  on  the 
Rhine,  he  drove  the  French  armies 
from  theiriTA&ner  conqueffs  in  the 
Palatinate;  and  forced  them  to  feck 
refuge  within  the  fortreffes  of  their 
ancient  territory. 

The  hiilorian  may  alfo  add  moral 
and  political  conftderations  to  thefe 
military  combinations.  The  fpirit 
of  the  Germans  beat  high  for  li¬ 
berty,  and  their  enthufiafm  for  the 
Trench  was  ardent.  It  was  expe¬ 
dient  to  awaken  them  from  this 
delu lion  ;  and  though  the  experi¬ 
ment  was  expend ve  and  danger¬ 
ous,  the  only  certain  and  effectual 
method  to  lead  the  people  to  an 
abhorrence  of  French  principles, 
-was  to  bring  them  and  the  object 
of'  their  willies  to  nearer  contafl. 
It  is  not,  however,  probable  that 
either  fuch  moral  or  military  con- 
jti derations  were  the  motives  of  the 
retreat  of  the  imperial  armies ;  fince 
the  expedition  of  Moreau  acrofs 
the  Rhine  at  Kelil,  and  the  weak¬ 
ening  of  the  imperial  army  by 
fending  detachments  from  it  into 
Italy,  are  caufes  amply  fufficient  to 
explain _the  effect.  Such,  notwith- 
fhinding,  were  the  advantages  which 
■jrefulted  to  the  caufe  of  the  com¬ 
bined  powers,  by  the  ill  condufl 
of  the  French,  which  indeed  prov¬ 
ed  more  fatal  to  their  interefts  in 
Germany  than  all  the  fucceffies  of 
the  Auilrian  arms. 

The  king  of  Pruffia  found  it  ex¬ 
pedient  alfo  to  . moderate  his  pre¬ 
tentions  with  refpedt  to  the  terri¬ 
tory  of  which  he  had  lately  taken 
po/Teffion.  He  withdrew  his  troops 


and  his  claims  from  the  cities 
Nuremberg,  Wendlheim,  and  W 
fern-berg,  declaring  that  he  cou 
nof Accept  the  re-union  of  the 
ftates  to  the  Pruffi an  crown,  wit 
out  the  free  confent  of  the  inh 
bitants,  and  the  permiffion  of  t 
empire,  neither  of  which  he  w 
likely  to  obtain.  Had  he  join 
his  forces  to  thofe  of  tne  Frenc 
who  had  given  him  the  means 
pofTefTmg  himfelf  of  thofe  places 
the  time  when  his  affiflance  mi° 
have  determined  the  fate  of  t 
houfe  of  Aullria,  and  either  ha 
put  him  at  the  head  of  the  empi 
or  diffoived  the  unbm  altogefh 
he  might  have  retained  thole  ufi 
pations,  and  added  others  in  t 
fame  fpirit  of  rapacity  and  i 
juflice,  by  which  he  had  been 
ready  influenced.  The  fpeedy  ] 
turn  of  this  monarch  to  founc 
principles  of  political  redlitude  m 
without  difficulty  be  attributed: 
the  fticceffes  of  the  Aiiflrian  « 
mies  ;  though  it  is  faid ,  alfo,  that 
was  partly  influenced  by  remc 
llrances  from  the  court  of  Pete 
buryh,  wThtch  was  to  him  a  conffi 
objedl  of  awe  and  apprehenuonl 
Though  the  defeat  of  gene 
Wurmfer  before  Mantua  had  cc 
fiderablv  weakened  his  army,  ’) 
the  reinforcements  he  received 
the  Tyrol,  kept  him  in  a  reipo 
able  Hate'  of  refinance  again!!  t 
palfage  of  the  French  armies ; 
thefe  mountains,  into  Germar 
Buonaparte,  leaving  a  fufficit 
number  of  forces  to  keep  up  t 
blockade  of  Mantua,  marched  alo 
the  Adige,  to  attack  the  Auftri 
armv  who  were  flrongly  intrench 
at  Mori,  and  who  occupied  t 
paffies  of  St.  Marco.  After  a  fev< 
contell,  (4^h  September)  th< 
paffies  were  taken  by  the  Freni 
and  the  Auffirians  were  compel! 
to  evacuate  the  city  of  Roverec 
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ch  had  lone  been  their  chief  Je-  laulv  at  BafTano,  where  Wurmfer 


and  take  -refuge  in  Trent,  In 
er  to  cover  this  city,  the  Auft'ri- 
had  rallied  at  the  pafs  of  .Q al¬ 
io,  and  had  taken  poutions  which 
•eared  impregnable.  The  ad- 
fs  and  courage  of  the  divilion 
ier  general  MafTena  furmounted 
;  obftacle ;  and  alter  a  long  and 
finale  conflict,  in  which  the 
nch  made  fix  -thou fan <i  prifon- 
,  and  toqk  twenty  pieces.of  can- 
1,  tiiis  general  vidforioiilly  en- 
sd  the  city  of  Trento  while  go¬ 
al  Wurmfer,  drawing  off  the 
lainder  of  his  forces  to  the  right 
/ards  BalTano,  affembied  the 
•ater  part  of  them  in  the  valley 
Brenta. 

By  this  manoeuvre,,  the  Au  Brian 
nmander  hoped  to,  have  engaged 
onaparte  to  have  continued  his 
trch  into  the  Tyrol,  which  ap- 
tred  to  be  his  objedt,  and  to 
lie h  there  was  no  longer  any  op- 
fition 5  while  by  rapid  marches 
was  enabled,  from  the  pofltion 
had  taken,  to  fall  into  the  rear 
the  French  army,  and  by  cutting 
off  from  the  divifion  left  to  form 
e  blockade  of  Mantua,  had  hop- 
,  with  the  a fh fiance  of  the  garri- 
n,  to  defeat  th;s  divifion,  and 
event  the  retreat  of  the  French 
neral.  ,:.,v, 

Buonaparte,  however,  inflead  of 
uitinuing  his  march  from  Trent 
to  the  Tyrol,  aware  of  the  de- 
*n  of  Wurmfer,  turned  fhort  to 
e  right,  and  followed  him  clofely 
the  valley  of  Brenta.  Fur  filing 
s’  march  along  the  river  of  this 
une,  he  defeated  the  Auflrians  (8th 
;ptember)  fucceilivelv  at  Primo 
dp,  at  CovqIo,  at  Cifmone,  and 


had  eiiablifLed  his  head  quarters. 
Perceiving  himfeif  then  vigoroufly 
plirfued,  Wurmfer  had  no  alterna¬ 
tive  but  to  retreat  towards  Trie  Be, 
by  w  hich  he  mufl  have  abandoned. 
Mantua  to  its  fate,  or  make  good  his 
march  to  that  place,  and  reinforce 
tire  garrifon  with  the  wrecks  of  his 
army.  This  latter  plan  feemecj,  to 
himthemofip  a6Pi cable ;  he  accord¬ 
ingly  prefented  himfeif  before  Vero¬ 
na,  where  he  attempted  to  pafs  the 
Adige :  outgeneral  Kilmaine,  whom 
Buonaparte  had  left  in.  that  city, 
oppofed  his  progrefs ;  and ‘he  was 
therefore  compelled  to  leek  a  paf-' 
fage  at  Porto  Legnano,  which  he 
fortunately  effected.  It  was  Buona¬ 
parte’s  intention  to  have  prevent¬ 
ed  him  from-  penetrating  to  Man¬ 
tua,  and  he  had  taken  meafures  to 
furround  him  and  compel  him  to 
furrender  ;  but  Wurmfer's  marches 
were  fo  rapid  that  this  plan  could 
not  be  put  in  execution.  He  met 
with  reh fiance  in  his  march,  at 
Cerea,  Cpltellano,  and  Due  Caftclli ; 
but  as  lie  had  to  contend  with  in¬ 
ferior  forces,  he  facceeded  in  mak- 
ing  good  his  way  to  Mantua,  where 
the  French  attacking  and  obtain¬ 
ing,  after  grea.t  (laughter,  the  polls 
of  Fay  or  i  to  and  St.  George  in  tlic 
lhburbs  of  the  city,  and  not  having 
artillery  to  form  atigge,  turned  the 
whple  into  a  blockade.  In  this  at¬ 
tack  it  is  computed  that  thp,  im¬ 
perial  ills  foil  twenty  thou  find 
men  ;  and  this  was  the  third  army 
which  had  been  deftrayea  in  the 
courle  oi  this  campaign,  ,in  at¬ 
tempting  to  reduce  Lombardy  oncq 
more  under  the  J%\\ Brian  yoke. 
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roubles  in  the  South  of  France.  Babpuf  and  his  Accomplices  ordered  to 
tried  by  the  high  National  Court.  Drouet  ef capes  from  Prifon.  Alt  a 
of  the  Jacobins  on  the  Camp  of  Grenelle.  Trial  of  the  hfurgents  by 
Military  Gommijjion.  Caufes  of  the  Diforders  in  various  Departments  of ; 
Republic.  General  Amnefly  propcfed.  Difcuffion  on  the  Lazo  of  3 d  Bt 
maire.  Amendment  of  that  Law.  State  bf  Geneva.  State  of  the  Chut 
and  the  Clergy  in  France .  State  of  the  Church  in  Holland.  State  of  Lh 
rature  in  France.  Report  of  the  Directory  refpefting  ihe  Ijiands  of  \ 
Mauritius.  State  of  St.  Domingo.  Hi/lory  of  the  Revolt  in  Grenaa 
Eduction  of  St.  Lucia,  of  St.  Vincents.  The  Maroon  war  in  Jama  led. 


Marseilles,  which  had 

been  fo  often  during  the  re¬ 
volution  the  feat  of  political  dif- 
cord,  presented  (on  the  nineteenth 
of  July}  feenes  of  diforcler  which 
threatened  the  fubverfion  of  go,- 
vernment,  and  the  renewal  of  the 
reign  of  terror. 

The  period  when  the  citizens 
aflembled  for  the  annual  choice  of 
their  magi  Urates,  was  that  chofen 
by  the  jacobins  to  raife  this  fedi- 
tion.  Mnrfcilles  at  once  relemb'ed 
a  city  taken  by  ftqrm,  and  deliver¬ 
ed  ovqr  to  the  pillage  of  a  fero¬ 
cious  foldiery.  Bands  of  affaffins 
ran  through  the  ftreets,  with  their 
necks  and  arms  bare,  armed  with 
fabres?  ftilettos,  and  clubs,  exclaim¬ 
ing,  “  Long  live  the  mountain !  long 
live  the  confutation  of  1793  !”  and 
having  divided  thcmfelves'into  dif* 
ferent  bands,  they  took  poiTefiion 
of  the  halls  where  the’  fedtions  af- 
iembied,  overthrew  the  urns  which 
contained  the  ballots  of  the  citizens, 
drove  the  prefidents  and  fecretarie& 
of  the  affemblies  from  their  places, 
paid  killed  thofe  who  made  refift- 
jance.  The  commdTary  of  the  di- 
redlory  at  Marfipilles  excufed  thofe 
jacts  to  the  government  as  quarrels 
between  the  royalifts  and  republi¬ 
cans  jj  bat  the  council  of  five  hun¬ 


dred  inftituted  an  inquiry  into  t 
fadts,  and  expofed  the  perfidy 
the  agent  of  government,  and  ha 
ing  annulled  the  elections,  order 
the  directory  to  fill  up  the  vaca 
cies  provisionally  until  proper  me 
fures  fhould  be  taken  for  the  fee 
rity  and  tranquillity  of  the  city. 

Although  the  jacobins' were  rrk 
frequently  guilty  of  thefe  exceifi 
the  public  tranquillity  was  ofti 
diflurbed  by  the  partifans  of  royt 
ty,  and  by  fanatics,  who,  under  t) 
title  of  Societies  of  the  Sun,  at 
of  Jeftis,  retaliated  with  great  f 
verity,  and  often  with  cruelty,  t 
the  agents  of  terror! fm,  by  whor 
in  the  days  of  revolutionary  govern 
ment,  they  had  been  feverely  pe 
fecuted.  The  rage  of  thefe  di 
ferent  factions  againft  each  oth 
had  been  fupprefled  or  foment* 
according  to  the  political  opinio] 
of  thofe  who  had  been  fent  on  mi 
fion  to  examine  into  and  re  mm 
thefe  eviis  ;  but  the  pacificatie 
was  in  general  of  fhort  duratio: 
Th^fe  mfurredtions  were  ednfint 
chiefly  to  the  fouth,  where  the  pa 
fions,  perhaps,  acquire  energy  froi 
the  influence  of  the  climate.  T1 
general  tranquillity  of  the  ftate  w; 
little  difhirbed  by  thefe  partial  di 
orders,  and  in  tills  is  difeovere 
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t  advantage  of  great  republics 
er  thofe  of  fma;U  , extent  ;  fi  nee 
France  infurredtioq  may  be  ex- 
ted,  or  rebellion  may  rage  over  a 
•etch  of  country  equal  to  the  ex- 
[it  of  many  leffer  governments, 
ithout  producing  any  fenfible  ef- 
on  the  great  mafs ;  the  revolt 
the  extremity  is  crufhed  by  the 
tight  of  power  concentred  in 
e  feat  of  empire,  and  put  in  mo¬ 
rn  againft  it;  while,  in  fmaller 
ites,  the  whole  is  infurreftion, 
id  the  parties  torment  and  lace- 
te  each  other,  till  the  disorder  ends 
complete  anarchy  or  fervitude. 
The  jacobins,  defeated  at  Mar- 
illes,  where  a  kind  of  military 
>vemment  was  now  inflituted,  in 
‘der  to  preferve  more  effectually 
e  public  peace,  made  foon  alter 
l-other  attempt  for  the  fubverfion 
:  the  government  at  Paris  itfelf, 
ore  violent  and  extravagant  than 
at  of  Babeuf. 

As  a  reprefentative  of  the  peo- 
le  had  been  engaged  in  that  con- 
)iracy,  the  forms  enjoined  by  the 
mftitution  for  his  arraignment 
ad  retained  him,  as  well  as  his 
tcomplices,  in  Paris  till  the  two 
auncils  had  decreed  his  accufa- 
on.  After  Drouet  had  undergone 
ic  necelfary  examinations,  and  had 
een  ordered  to  take  his  trial,  he 
lund  means  to  make  his  efcape 
rom  the  Abbey  prifon  where  he 
/as  confined.  This  evafion  was 
enerally  underftood  to  have  been 
n  ad  of  the  jacobinical  party  in 
he  government,  who  were  fup- 
>ofed  to  be  well  acquainted  with 
he  progrefs  of  this  confpiracy. 

Little  inquiry  was  made  into  the 
.ffair,  iince  it  ivas  generally  agreed 
hat  the  trial  of  a  man  who  was 
uppofed  to  have  rendered  fervioe 
o  the  country  by  the  arreft  of  the 
ate  king  in  his  flight  from  Paris,  and 
$\\q  was  juft  returned  from  a  long 
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imprTonment  with  the  Auftrians, 
would  bringfcandal  on  the  republic. 

Although  the  evafion  of  Drouet 
rendered  the  aflembly  of  a  national 
court  unneceffary,  it  was  determin¬ 
ed  that  the  tri^l  of  his  accomplices 
fhould  be  carried  on  in  the  fame 
forms  as  if  he  was  prefent.  This 
confpiracy,  which,  for  its  extent 
and  its  views,  may  rank  with  any 
recorded  in  hiftory,  became  juftly 
an  objedtof  national  attention.  The 
examination  of  the  papers  of  the 
confpirators,  which  formed  a  col¬ 
lection  as  curious  as  it  was  terrible, 
prefented  fuch  details  and  ramifi¬ 
cations  of  treafon,  as  deterred  the 
government  from  making  them  im- 
mediately  public :  nor  was  it  till 
fame  time  had  elapfed,  and  the  pub¬ 
lication  became  unavoidable,  that 
the  depth  of  this  confpiracy  was 
Uncovered. 

Though  the  fubverfion  of  the 
government  was  the  ultimate  end 
of  the  majority  of  the  confpirators, 
the  three  parties  who  formed  the 
general  bodv  were  divided  on  the 
means  by  which  it  was  to  be  effetft- 
ed.  The  firft  of  thefe  parties  was 
that  over  which  Babeuf  himfelf 
prefided,  and  whofe  adherents  were 
Antonelle,  Pelletier,  Germain, 
D’Arthe,  &c.  This  divifion  was  for 
a  general  maflacre  of  all  who  held 
any  authority,  or  who  were  guilty 
of  being  rich  ;  and  this  divifioii 
was  the  moft  powerful,  the  bell 
conduced,  and  the  beft  organized; 
but  it  did  not  appear  to  have 'the 
means,  without  a  coalition  of  the 
different  parties,  for  accomplifhing 
its  ends.  The  fecond  diviiion  was 
compofed  of  ex-conventionals, — of 
thofe  who  had  been  members  of 
the  committees  of  public \ancf  ge¬ 
neral  fafety,  under  the  regimen  of 
terror, — fuch  as  Vadier,  Amar,  Lai- 
gnelot,  Lindet,  and  others.  Thefe 
ex-deputies, prefuming  on  their  own 
P  4  experience 


experience  in  government,  were- 
averfe  to  fo  wide  a  difleminarion 
of  power  as  would  neccfuinly,  fol¬ 
low,  if  the  partifans  of  general  rnai- 
fa.cre  were  to  gain  the  afcenclencv; 
and  therefore  they  contended  that 
the  purpofes  of  this,  revolution 
would  be  fully  anfwered,  if  the 
government  was  put  into  the  hands 
of  thofe  who  had  conducted  the 
infurre£tions  of  Germinal  and  Prai- 
rial,  in  1793,  of  thofe  who  had 
been  fent  prifoners  to  the  fortrefs 
of  Ham,  and  thofe  deputies  of  the 
convention  who  had  been  rejected 
at  the  la  ft  election.  Of  this  party 
Babeuf  fpoke  with  great  contempt: 
and  it  is  probable  that  they  would 
have  divided,  had  not  a  coalition 
been  found  indjfpenfably  neceftary 
to  attain  the  common  end.  Drouet, 
it  feems,  was  the  point  of  contadf 
between  thefe  difcordant  parties, 
the  compounder  and  amalgamizer 
of  their  crimes,  the  reconciler  of 
their  differences,  and  the  propofer 
Of  the  conditions  of  the  treaty  which 
confoiidated  their  union. 

Both  thefe  parties,  notwithftand- 
ing  their  reciprocal  hatred,  joined 
their  difcordant  forces,  and  both 
were  overlooked  by  the  third  par¬ 
ty,  of  whom  Babeuf  fpoke  with 
refpedt,  and  vvhofe  alliance  he  held 
in  greater  consideration,. than  thofe 
with  whom  he  was  already  leagued. 
Whoever  in  the  government  were 
the  fubaltern  agents,  the  dire#  or, 
Barras,  appears  to  have  been  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  proceedings  of 
the  conspirators;  and  in  a  conver- 
fat-ion  which  he  held  at  the  direTo- 
rial  palace  with  Germain,  one  of 
the  rnoft  faithful  adherents  of  Ba¬ 
beuf,  it  is  fa  id ''he  hinted  at  various 
revolutionary  meafures,  fuel}  as  pil¬ 
laging  the  fli ops  and  warehoufes, 
as  belt  fitted  to  effedt  the  end  they 
had  in  view. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  of 


the  high  authorities  mingled'  more 
immediately  in  the  plot,  but  only 
held  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  take 
advantage  of  the  diforder.  Among, 
the  papers  of  the  confpirators  were 
found  lifts  of  thofe  who,  thoug.hm.pt 
engaged  in  the  conspiracy,  enjoyed 
(according  to  their-  different  talents, 
as  pronounced  patriots)  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  the  chiefs.  Some  were  par¬ 
ticularly  marked  out. as  fteady  men  fit 
fqr  revolutionary  execution,  which, 
was  followed  bv  the  long  ft: roll  of 
thofe  to  be  murdered  ;  others  were 
delignattd  for  adminiftrators,  finan¬ 
ciers,  and  other,  employments ;  fo, 
that  not  only  was  the  fuccefs  of, this 
new  revolution  enfureej.  but  almoib 
a!l  the  places  under  the  fucceeding 
government  filled  up.  J 

When  Babeuf,  with  the  other 
confpirators,  was  transferred  to  t he, 
city  of  Yen  no  me,  where  the.  high 
national  court,  was  .appointed  to.  af- 
fsrnhle,  the  fubaltern  agents  of  the 
confpiracy,  who  were  not  difeo- 
yered  or  taken,  in  order  to; favour 
the  efcape  of  t h ei q. acco  up! ices  at 
the  moment  of  their  leaving  prifon, 
attempted  to  excite  an  iniurrebtion 
by  firing  petards,  expofing  -white 
cockades,  white  colours,  and  othej? 
enfigns  of  royalty,  fo  as  to  make 
their  own  manoeuvres  wear  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  royalift  conspiracy. 
This  ridiculous  plot  was  inftantlv 
difeovered,  the  agents  having  been 
detected  in  the  very  fact.  The  bad 
fuccefs  of  one  plan  did  not  dif- 
courage  the  jacobins  from  under¬ 
taking  others.  On  the  contrary, 
finding  that  no  inquiries  were  made 
to  difeover  the  authors  of  this  at¬ 
tempt,  they  imagined  themfelves 
fuffieiently  ftrong  to  undertake  ar 
operation  of  a  bolder  and  more  de- 
cifive  nature.  ,  m 

Since  the  attack  of  the  fetftiqn: 
of  Paris  911  the  j  3th  of  Vende 
rniaire,  various  bodies  of  troops  hat 
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been  confiantly  Rationed  in  and 
Dear  Paris,  under  the  immediate  di¬ 
rection  of  the  government.  Manv 
of  the fe  foidiers,  who  had  been  em¬ 
ployed,  in  conjundt ion  with  the,ja-  , 
cobins,  againft  the  citizens  who  had 
armed  themfelves  on  that  fatal  day, 
did  not  forget  the  fraternity  which 
they  had  then  vowed  to  each  other, 
and  of  which  the  jacobins  were 
careful  to  cherilh  the  remembrance. 
The  greater  part  of  the  regiment 
called  the  legion  of  police  had 
been  di'banded  on  account  of  their 
jacobin  connections  ;  but,  as  the 
friend  fit  ip  of  the  military  was  a 
point  of  eftential  importance,  the 
leaders  of  the  jacobin  party  did  not 
fail  to  pay  their  court  aiiiduoufty 
to  their  fucceiTors. 

The  camp  of  Grenelle,  a  olain 
pn  the  fouthern  fide  61  the  Seine, 
between  Paris  and  the  hills  of  Meu- 
don,  (till  contained  numbers  whom 
the  jacobin  leaders  confidered  as 
their  firm  adherents.  Emboldened 
by  the  afib  ranees  of  those  foidiers 
whom  they  had  gained'  over  to  their 
party,  they  formed  the '  clefprr -,te 
ynterprize  of  attacking  the  govern¬ 
ment  with  the  aiiiftance  of  the 
camp. 

Thefe  defperadoes  accordingly 
aftembled  at  a  tavern,  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  five  or  fix  hundred,  at  the 
village  of  VauHrard;  and  though 
their  intention  of  vi fifing  the  camp 
was  difeovered,  and  conibquentiy 
the  nccdlarv  in  ecau tions  taken  both 
by, the  minifter  of  police  ahu  .the 
general,  they  entered  it  at  mid¬ 
night,  crying,  “  Long  live  the  con- 
ftitution  of  t 793 !• — Down  with  the 
councils! — Down  with  the  five  ty¬ 
rants!  ”  Having  entered  ttae  camp, 
they  invited  the  E- Idler  to  frater- 
nife,  to  get  rid  of  their  chi  fs,  and 
march  under  their  banners  to  glory 
and  empire.  As  the  act  of  rebellion 
wa$  npw  completed,  the  foidiers 


did  not  delay  to  execute  the  punifti-. 
meat.  The  moll  forward  of  the 
infurgents  were  immediately  put 
to  the  fword,  or  (hot;  and  the  re 
mainder,  not  expecting  to  meet 
with  fo  hoftile  a  reception,  find  in 
all  directions.  The  greater  part 
made  their  efcape :  one  hundred 
and  thirty-two  were  taken  -  prifon- 
ers,  and  were  afterwards  tried  by 
a  military  commiffioa.  Of  thefe 
the  greater  number  were  releafed  : 
the  reft,  having  been  for  the  moll 
part  members  of  revolutionary 
committees,  were  condemned  to 
death,  or  banishment,  according  to 
their  former  refpedive  characters ; 
as  the  crime  of  infurreCtion  was 
clear  and  fpecific,  of  which  all  were 
equally  guilty.  This  mfurredtion 
differed  from  common  infurrec- 
timis,  only  by  the  apparent  inade¬ 
quacy  of  the  means  to  the  magni¬ 
tude  of  the  defign. 

The  project  of  thefe  defperate 
and  infatuated  men  was  to  put  to 
death  the  majority  of  the  directo¬ 
ry,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  two 
councils,  including  the  leventy- 
three  deputies  proferibed  under  the 
revolutionary  regimen  and  the  new- 
ly-elecfed  third,  the  ft  a  If  of  Paris, 
and  all  the  minifters,  except  Mer¬ 
lin,  the  minifter  of  juftice,  who  was 
underftood  by  them  to  favour  their 
revolutionary  defigns; 

At  the  head  of  this  confpiracy 
were  three  ex~reprefentatives  of  the 
people,  and  three  ex-generals,  who 
were  executed ;  and-  it  is  generally 
believed  that  Drouet  himfelf  was 
in  the  number  of  the  infurgents. 
This  defperate  attempt  had  the  fa- 
lutary  e  ti  e  fit  of  awakening  the  exe¬ 
cutive  power,  to  greater  vigilance 
againft  the  remains  of  the  jacobini- 
cal  party,  fince  it  became  evident 
that  their  own  exiftence  was  en¬ 
dangered  by  the  culpable  indul¬ 
gence  they  had  exercifed  towards 
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men  covered  with  blood  and  crimes; 
many  of  whom  they  had  admitted 
io  offices  of  trull  and  power,  and 
whom,  till  lately,  they  had  affected 
to  treat  with  diftiiigiiifiied  marks  of 
affedlion. 

This  infurredlion  *took  place  at 
the  moment  when  the  Legillature 
was  employed  in  deliberating  on 
the  formation  of  a  law  of  general 
am  nelly,  which  Ihould  annul  all 
proceedings  inftituted  for  revolu¬ 
tionary  crimes,  committed  from  the 
ioth  of  July  1789,  to  the  4th  of 
Brumaire,  the  fourth  year  {1796), 
except  thofe  of  emigrants,  and  o- 
thers,  comprehended  in  the  law  of 
the  3d  of  Brumaire,  the  day  pre¬ 
ceding  the  putting  in  force  the 
conftitution. 

The  reign  of  terror,  which  inun¬ 
dated  France  with  crimes,  was  the 
fburce  of  other-crimes  which  were 
committed  to  avenge  the  former. 
That  tyranny  had  been  fo  univer- 
fal,  that  there  was  fcarcely  an  in¬ 
dividual  who  had  not  felt  its  influ¬ 
ence;  and  the  language  of  paffion 
and  party  fpoke  fo  loud  before  the 
tribunals,  that  the  voice  ofjullice 
could  fcarcely  be  heard.  Various 
meafures  had  been  adopted  to  in¬ 
troduce  impartiality  injudicial  pro¬ 
ceedings  after  the  fubverlion  of  the 
jacobin  government;  but  thole  who 
were  accufed,  though  transferred 
from  the  feene  of  their  crimes, 
found  in  every  quarter,  and  even 
in  the  perfons  of  the  judges,  who 
ought  to  have  been  the  impartial 
arbiters  of  their  fate,  either  the  ac¬ 
complices  of  their  guilt,  or  their  de¬ 
termined  enemies.  The  revolution¬ 
ary  committee  of  Nantes,  who,  un¬ 
der  the  proconfulate  of  Carriere, 
had  perpetrated  murders  of  every 
defer ipti on,  were  declared  by  the 
tribunal  of  Paris,  before  whom  they 
were  lent,  to  have  committed  thole 
korrott  without  criminal  intentions: 

-  '  § 


and  nothing  in  general  was  want- 
ing  but  a  knowledge  of  the  jury,  to 
decide  what  would  be  the  fate  of 
any  perfon  accufed.  It  was  this' 
uncertainty  in  the  adminiftration 
of  jullice,  which  led  the  inhabitants 
of  the  fouthern  departments  to  de- 
fpife  the  tardy  and  erring  vengeance 
of  the  laws,  to  take  the  execution 
into  their  own  hands,  to  violate  the 
fandhiary  of  the  prifons  at  Mar- 
feilles,  to  arm  the  timid  maid  with 
the  dagger  that  at  mid-day  ftruck 
the  heart  of  the  terrorill  judge  who 
had  been  the  aflaffin  of  her  father, 
and  which  gave  a  latitude  to  paffion 
and  political  rancour,  often  beyond 
the  bounds  of  the  moll  vindidliv® 
retaliation.  This  popular  venge¬ 
ance  was,  however,  not  only  exer- 
cifed  againll  the  guilty,  but  it  was 
made  the  pretext  of  infurredlions 
again#  the  government,  by  infti- 
tuting  focieties  whofe  principles 
were  not  fo  much  directed  again# 
the  deftrudlion  of  its  abufes,  as 
againll  the  exlllence  of  the  repub¬ 
lic  itfelf.  The  law  of  the  4th  of 
Brumaire,  which  was  alfo  one  of 
the  effedls  of  tire  infurredlion  at 
Paris  in  Vendemiaire,  not  Only 
Hopped  all  proceedings  again#  the 
agents  of  the  terrorift  regimen,  but 
alfo  fet  at  liberty  thofe  who  had 
been  fentenced  to  various  punilh- 
ments  for  crimes  legally  and  fully 
proved.  This  law  was  the  fignat 
of  jacobin  re-adlion  throughout 
the  republic ;  and  the  fouth  became 
again  the  theatre  of  outrage  and" 
tyranny.  From  hence  arofe  thele 
diforders  at  Lyons  and  Marfeilles, 
which  became  the  fubjedts  of  dif- 
cuffion  in  the  legillature,  who  now 
hoped  to  end  thefe  dreadful  cala¬ 
mities  by  pouring  the  river  of  am- 
nelly  into  the  burning  gulf. 

The  report  of  the  commillion 
propofing  this  general  amnelly  was 
the  fubjedt  of  a  long  and  eloquent 

debate^ 


•debate,  which  turned  principally 
on  the  right  which  the  legislature 
had  of  granting  an  amaefty,  if  the 
prefect  moment  were  favourable 
for  that  purpofe,  and  to  what  points 
it  ought  to  extend.  The  debate, 
which  had  been  adjourned  in  order 
to  afford  time  to  the  committee  to 
amend  the  resolutions,  was  refumed 
four  days  after  with  great  warmth, 
and  ended  in  the  introduction  of 
another  qu  eft  ion,  which  was  a  pro¬ 
position  to  repeal  the  famous  law 
of  the  3d  of  Brumaire,  which,  ex¬ 
cluded  from  all  public  offices,  until 
the  peace,  the  relations  of  emigrants, 
and  thofe  who  had  Signed  papers 
tending  to  infurrection,  by  whom 
were  meant  the  fefitionaries  of  Ven- 
demiaire. 

ffor  feme  time  pa  ft,  the  party 
which,  during  the  convention,  was 
known  under  the  name  of  the  Cote- 
droit ,  or  of  the  Gironde,  had  been 
Strengthened  by  the  party  of  the 
new  third.  The  djfcovery  of  the 
confpiracv  of  the  jacobins  on  the 
22'd  of  Floreal,  called  the  co'nfpi- 
racy  of  Babeuf,  had  weakened  the 
influence  of  the  jacobin  faction, 
.and  increased  that  of  the  moderate 
party,  which  again  received  new 
Strength  from  the  attack  of  the  jar 
cobins  on  the  camp  of  Grenelle. 
At  length  the  government  became 
convinced  that  there  was  no  faiety 
but  in  crushing  the  remains  of  that 
daring  feed. 

The  party  in  the  legislature  who 
were  diftinguithed  for  the  mode¬ 
ration  of  their  political  opinions, 
thought  thepr-efent  moment  favour¬ 
able  for  obtaining  a  total  repeal  of 
the  law  of  the  third  of  Brumaire, 
which  was  regarded  bv  them  not 
only  as  a  monument  of  jacobin  tri¬ 
umph  after  the  events  of  Vendemi- 
aire,  but  alio  as  derogatory  to  the 
principles  of  the  constitution.  Al¬ 
though  the  motion  made  for  its  je- 


peal  was  warmly  fupporfed,  nothing 
farther  could  be  obtained  at  that 
time  than  referring  the  examination 
of  the  law  to  a  commifiion  which 
Should  weigh  and  compare  its  ad¬ 
vantages  and  inconveniencies  with 
refpeCt  to  the  prefent  political  tem¬ 
per  of  the  republic. 

The  decision  of  the  legislature  bn 
this  point  was  regarded  by  all  par¬ 
ties  as  one  of  the  moft  important 
that  had  cope  before  the  aSFemblv, 
Since  it  involved  the  interefts  of 
fuch  a  variety  and  mafs  of  indivi¬ 
duals,  and  not  only  engaged  deeply 
the  parties  in  the  honfe,  but  excited 
a  kind  oS  political  fermentation 
without.  While  the  moderate  par¬ 
ty  oppofed  the  law  becaufe  they 
thought  its  exiftence  incompatible 
with  the  constitution,  others  con¬ 
sidered  its  repeal  as  ahefling  the 
existence  of  the  republic,  by  the 
admiflion  of  royalifts  and  counter- 
revolutionifts  into  every  orfice  of 
truft;  and  declared  their  belief,  that, 
if  the  law  were  repealed,  the  nrft  act 
of  the  next  legislature  would  be  that 
of  placing  a  king  upon  the  throne. 

The  decision  of  the  commission 
was  in  favour  of  the  maintenance 
of  the  law  to  its  full  extent,  with 
the  exception  of  that  article  which 
excluded  thofe  who  had  given  their 
Signatures  to  infurrect ionary  papers; 
which  referred  to  the  perfons  who 
had  been  a<5tive  in  their  opposition 
to  the  laws  for  the  re-election  of 
the  two  thirds  of  the  convention, 
called  the  laws  of  the  5th  and  r^th 
of  Fractidor.  The  commission, 
in  its  report,  profeSfed  to  have  con¬ 
sidered  this  law  in  three  principal 
points  of  view  ;  with  refpedt  to  its 
own  tendency,  and  its  connection 
with  the  constitution  ;  in  its  rela¬ 
tions  to  the  amnefty  granted  to  the 
partifans  of  the  terrorist  fa£t%on, 
and  alfo  with  regard  to  the  propo¬ 
sition  which  had  been  made  of  ex¬ 
tending 
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tending  it  To  as  to  exclude  the  ob- 
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jects  of  this  amndty  from  public 
offices,  equally  with  the  relations 
of  emigrants.  After  defcanting  on 

O  -  •  O 

thefe  various  topics,  the  com  mi f- 
fion  concluded  that  the  law  was  in 
ffridt  conformity  to  the  conftitu- 
rion,  that  the  extending  of  it  to  a 
cvfider  circle  was  unneceiiarv  and 
impolitic,  and  that  the  whole  lhoiiid 
remain  unrepealed,  fave  that  article 
of  the  decree  which  excludes  thofe 
who  had  figned  in furrebtionary  pa¬ 
pers..  Neverthelefs,  as  the  decifion 
to  be  made  on  the  fubjedf  of  this 
law  was  confidered  by  'both  par¬ 
ties,  though  in  different  views,  to 
be  effentially  connected  with  the 
liberties  and  exiftence  of  this  re¬ 
public,  it  was  refolved  that  it  ftioukl 
undergo  the  forms  enjoined  by  the 
confritution,  and  be  read  at  the  in- 
tp-rvals  appointed  by  law. 

The  difcuffion  lafted  feveraldays. 
On  one  fide  it  was  reprefented  that 
the  convention  had  a  right  to  enaff 
this  law,  tin ce,  although  the  confti¬ 
tution  was  accepted  by  the  people, 
it  was  not  at  that  period  put  into  exe¬ 
cution  ;  that  if  in  the  interval  fuch 
circumftances  occurred  as  tended  to 

deftrov  both  the  conftitution  and 
* 

the  republic,  fuch  as  the  events  of' 
the  13th  of  Vendemiaire,  the  con¬ 
vention,  the  only  regulator  of  the 
ftate,  would  have  been  inexcufable, 
had  it  dot  provided  againft:  a  danger 
which  the  people,  in  accepting  the 
conftitution,  could  not  have  fore- 
i’een,  and  againft  which,  therefore, 
the  conftitution  could  not  provide; 
that  the  forming  of  this  law  was 
therefore  a  cafe  of  abfolute  expe¬ 
diency  ;  that  if  a  certain  clafs  were 
for  a  ftiort  time  fufpended  from 
the  exercife  of  their  rights,  this 
fufpention  was  eftentiaily  connect¬ 
ed  with  the  public  fafety,  which 
required  that  public  offices  fhould 
not  be  left  to  men  unworthy  of 


filling  them  ;  that  under  this  de- 
fcriptioii  might  reafonably  be  in-- 
eluded  thofe  who,  if  not  emigrants, 
had  been  reputed  fuch,  and  thofe 
alfo  who  were  connected  with  them 
by  ties  of  confanguinity ;  that- 
during  the  exiftence  of  this  law, 
no  difaftrous  eftebts  had  refulted 
from  if;  the  armies  were  not  dis¬ 
organized  ;  public  offices  were  not 
vacant;  the  republic  became  more 
and  more  confolidated ;  that  the 
application  of  the  law  to  the  rela¬ 
tions  of  emigrants  was  prudent  and 
juft;  fince,  were  they  appointed  to 
fill  places  of  !  authority,  they  would 
probably  have  to  deckle  on  the  for¬ 
tune,  -the  lire,  the  honour  of  a  fon, 
a  brother,  or  a  father,  and  be  ex-' 
pofed  to  the  wretched  alternative  of 
wounding  their  deareft;  affebtions, 
or  of  betraving  their  dutv  to  their 
country  ;  that  it  was  prudent  at 
leaft  to  fufpend  the  rights  bf  thofe 
who  were  only  fufpeded  of  emi¬ 
gration,  fince  the  fufpenfion,  were, 
they  innocent,  would  be  but  tem¬ 
porary,  and  they  were  only  placed 
in  the  fituatioa  of  thofe  whom  the 
conftitution  excluded  from  the- en¬ 
joyment  of  citizenfhip,  becaufe  the 
term  bl  refidence  indicated  by  the. 
law.vyas  not  accompli Hyed  ;  that- the 
council  were  not  called  on  to  make 
the  law,  but  only  to  ftop  its  execu¬ 
tion  ;  that  if  the  law  were  repeal¬ 
ed,  i,t  woiTkl  open  the  way  for  emi¬ 
grants,  and  their  relations,  to  fiU 
the  nioft  important  offices  ;  that  its 
duration  was  limited;  that  the  ie- 
giflature  'had  not  hefitated,  on  the 
2 1  ft  of  Floreal,  when  the  confpi- 
racy  of  the  jacobins  was  difeover- 
ed,  to  frame  a  law  which  was  an 
equal  violation  of  the  conftitution  ; 
and  that  if  the  conftitution  was  vi¬ 
olated  by  the  difpofitio'ns  of  the  law 
of  Brumaire  before  it  was  put  into 
execution,  that  violation,  admit¬ 
ting  it  to  be  fuch,  was  virtually 

juftifigd 
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JtllHfted  by  the  principle  eftabli Hi¬ 
ed  in  enabling  the  law  of  Fioreal, 
or  rather ’was  an  exemplification  of 
the  old  maxim,  that  the  public  fafe- 
ty  was  at  all  times  the  fupi'eme 
law. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  con¬ 
tended,  that  as  the  law  owed  its 
origin  to  a  moment  of  perturbation 
and  jacobin  redaction,  fo  it  bore 
the  marks,  and  poffefied  the  fpirit, 
of  revolutionary  government ;  that 
if  it  was  prudent  to  exclude  the 
relations  of  emigrants,  the  law 
fhould  diftinguifh  between  the  re¬ 
lations  of  thofe  who  had  abandon¬ 
ed  France  from  their  l^.tred  to  the 
revolution,  and  of  thofe  who  had 
fled  fubfeqnent  to  the  reign  of  ty¬ 
ranny,  in  order  to  avoid  profcrip- 
tion  and  death,  and  who  were  not 
yet  reftored  to  their  rights  3  that  if 
the  law  ought  to  be  preferved,  it 
ought  to  be  extended  to  thole  whofe 
crimes  had  efcaped  punifhment  by 
means  of  the  general  pardon,  and 
'who,  having  been  the  plunderers 
and  even  the  aflaffins  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  ought  not  to  fit  as  their  judges 
or  magiftrates  ;  that  the  time  chofen 
for  the  formation  of  the  law  ought 
to  render  it  void  and  of  no  effect ; 
that  the  convention  was  then,  as 
heretofore,  under  the  influence  of 
terror ;  that  the  Conllitution  was 
threatened  to  be  fet  afide,  or  total¬ 
ly  fupprefied  j  that  many  of  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people  were 
put  into  arreft,  that  others  were 
about  to  be  placed  on  the  iift  of 
profcription,  and  that  the  enabling 
of  this  law  was  a  compromife  with 
the  jacobin  party  in  order  to  avoid 
the  commifiion  of  greater  evils.  It 
was  contended  that  the  conftitu- 
tion  having  been  accepted,  the  con¬ 
vention  had  no  right  to  frame  a 
law  contradictory  both  to  its  letter 
and  fpirit ;  that  the  law  was  there¬ 
fore  an  lifurpation  of  the  fovereign 
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authority,  which  had  juft  been  eft* 
ercifed  by  the  people,  and  was  there¬ 
fore  a  tyrannical  abt,  and  a  viola¬ 
tion  of  their  rights ;  that  the  law' 
was  alfo  efTentially  uiijuft ;  for,  as 
all  crimes  are  perfonal,  a  great  por¬ 
tion  of  the  people  were  punifhed 
for  the  crimes  of  others,  and  a  con- 
fiderable  portion  were  treated  with 
this  injuftice,  from  having  previ- 
oitfly  experienced  a  hill  greater  in- 
jultice,  in  having  their  names  or 
the  names  of  their  relations  perfi¬ 
diously  infcribed  on  the  emigrant 
lift  by  the  agents  of  terror ;  while, 
far  from  abandoning  the  republic, 
they  were  at  the  time  in  the  dun¬ 
geons  of  their  tyrants. 

It  was  obferved  that  the  law  was 
in  manifeft  violation  of  the  rights 
of  the  people,  in  fo  much  as  it  ex  ¬ 
cluded  them,  under  pretence  of 
■public fafety,  from  the  elebtion  of 
perfons  who  might  become  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  their  choice;  which  princi¬ 
ple,  under  fimilar  pretences,  might 
be  extended  to  the  whole  nation  ; 
that  the  pretence  of  its  being  a 
meafure  of  public  fafety  was  the 
revival  of  that  jargon  which  had  if- 
fued  from  the  peftiferous  lips  of  the 
monfters  who  had  committed,  under 
its  fanbtion,  every  pofiible  crime, 
from  the  inftitutioh?  of  that  tyranny 
which  they  called  revolutionary  go¬ 
vernment,  to  the  organization  of 
that  fcene  of  murders  Which  they 
called  a  revolutionary  tribunal.  It 
was  infifted,  that  the  conliitutioa 
having  amply  provided  for  the 
public  fafety,  every  meafure  that 
infringed  that  Co  nftl  tuition  was  ail 
abb  of  tyranny,  and  the  fufptenfion 
of  only  one  of  its  difpolitions  was  a 
violation  of  the  whole. 

Although  this  law  was  to  be  made 
void  at  the  general  peace,  it  was 
fuggefted  that  its  maintenance  might 
be  deemed  of  fufficient  importance 
by  the  party  who  proposed  it,  to 

per- 
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perpetuate  tlie  wkr ;  that  the  period 
of  its  termination  was  in  any  cafe 
uncertain ;  and  making  the  confti- 
tution  fubfervient  to  uncertainties 
of  any  kind  was  virtually  annihi- 
lating  it ;  that  the  afFumption  that 
this  exclufion  was  no  punifhment 
or  degradation,  was  fophiftical  and 
falfe,  fince  every  difpolition  which 
deprived  a  citizen  of  his  rights,  un- 
lefs  in  perfeCt  harmony  with  the 
conftitution,  was  fuch ;  that  the 
lawitfelf  was  abrogated  the  moment 
the  conftitution  was  put  into  a&i- 
vity  pthat  juftifying  the  difpofitions 
of  this  law  by  that  of  the  twenty- 
fecond  of  Floreal,  was  only  juftify- 
ing  one  abufe  by  another ;  that 
though  it  was  contended  that  the  law 
was  expedient  to  prevent  thofe  who 
were  fuppofed  to  be  hoftile  to  the 
conftitution  from  becoming  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  legiflature,  one  individual 
only  had  been  found  after  the  moft 
diligent  refearcb,  to  whom  the  law 
applied  ;  but  that  the  law,  from  its 
being  ineffective,  was  not  tke  lefs 
dangerous;  fince,  whether  it  were 
impotent,  and  therefore  ridiculous, 
or  forcible,  and  therefore  defpotic, 
it  was  an  ufurpation  of  the  will  of 
the  people,  and  a  direct’  infringe¬ 
ment  of  their  rights. 

The  council,  after  confiderable 
agitation  and  tumult,  decided  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  report  of  the  commif- 
fton  by  a  majority  of  forty-four. 
A  debate-  on  the  claufes  of  the 
report  then  took  place,  and  an 
amendment  was  propofed,  to  in¬ 
clude  in  the  provifions  of  this  law 
thofe  partifans  of  the  terrorift  fac¬ 
tion,  who  were  the  objects  of  the 
amnefty,  the  chiefs  of  the  Yende- 
ans,  and  the  rebels  in  the  weftern 
departments  who  had  been  pardon¬ 
ed.  This  amendment  was  violently 
©ppofed  by  many  of  the  original 
framers  of  the  law  of  the  third  of 
Brumaire,  who  thought  they  had 
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yielded  fufficiently  in  aflTentl4g  to' 
the  removal  of  the  penalties  of  this 
law  from  the  fu bfcfibers  of  infur- 
reCtionary  papers,  which  had  been 
agreed  to  in  the  difcuilion  of  the 
report ;  but  the  majority,  on  the 
principle  of  impartiality,  decided 
that,  thefe  amendments  fhould  alfo 
make  part  of  the  law. 

Thus  amended,  the  law  was  fen£ 
up  to  the  council  of  elders.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  conftitution,  this 
council  has  fimply  the  right  of  ap¬ 
probation  or  reje&ion  of  laws, 
without  any  power  of  making  a- 
mendments  to  any  law,  fince  the 
right  of  inhntion  is  refer ved  to  that 
of  the  five  hundred. 

The  report,  which  was  fent  to 
a  committee,  as  it  had  been  in  the 
other  council,  was  in  favour  of  the 
amendment.  But,  notwithftanding; 
the  ample  difeuftion  which  had  tak*f 
en  place  in  the  other  houfe,  the 
debate  lafted  feveral  days.  To  the 
arguments  already  urged,  were  add¬ 
ed  others  arifmg  from  new  circum- 
ftances  and  new  information.  The 
council,  reduced  to  the  alternative 
of  adopting  the  refolution,  and 
thereby  confecrating  in  fome  mea- 
fure  the  law  of  the  third  of  Brumaire 
to  which  the  great  majority  were 
decidedly  averfe,  and  that  of  reject¬ 
ing  the  refolution,  in  which  cafe 
the  law,  without  amendment,  would 
remain  in  all  its  original,  odious, 
and  perfecuting  colours,  decided  in 
favour  of  the  refolutions  fent  up  by 
the  council  of  five  hundred.  This 
law,  which  involved  fo  many  dif¬ 
ferent  interefts,  excited  fo  many 
fears,  and  kindled  fo  many  paftions, 
had  been  the  fubjeCt  of  difeufiiom 
in  the  legiflature  upwards  of  five- 
months. 

If  the  party  who  propofed  the 
repeal  of  the  law  did  not  lucceed  to- 
the  full  extent  of  their  willies,  they11 
accomplifhed  fome  points  which; 

were 
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deemed  of  no  flight  Impor¬ 
tance.  If  the  relations  of  emigrants 
were  ftill  excluded  from  places  of 
truft,  the  agents  of  terrorum  were 
compelled  to  abandon  thofe  to 
which  they  had  been  chofen  ;  and 
though  the  directory  had  the  un- 
eon  trebled  nomination  by  the  con¬ 
stitution  to  all  places  belonging  to 
the  executive  power,  their  choice 
was  now  fo  far  reftrained  that  they 
Could  neither  eledt  nor  keep  in  of¬ 
fice  thofe  who  had  found  refuge 
frompunifhment  in  the  general  par¬ 
don. 

The  freedom  with  which  the 
French  government  had  treated  the 
yninifters  of  Sardinia,  Sweden,  and 
the  pope*  againfl  which  powers  they 
had  juft  grounds  of  complaint,  was 
now  exercifed,  without  any  appa¬ 
rent  motives,  againfl  the  miniffer  of 
Geneva.  This  republic,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  revolution,  had 
been  forward  in  man  if  effing  its 
/riendly  difpofitions  towards  France. 
In  return  for  this  fraternal  adhe¬ 
rence,  the  party  known  in  France 
by  the  name  of  the  jacobin  party, 
foon  after  the  change  of  the  mo¬ 
narchical  government  in  17912,  had 
attempted  to  violate  its  indepen- 
dance,  by  ordering  general  MoriteP 
«piiou_to  take  pofleffion  of  its  terri¬ 
tory,  at  the  hazard  of  coming  to  an 
©pen  rupture  with  the  Swifs cantons 
to  which  it  was  allied.  But  although 
they  were  favoured  in  this  attempt 
by  a  correfponding  jacobin  party  in 
Geneva,  their  order  was  difobeyed, 
an'd  the  general,  our  readers  will 
recoliedi,  faved  himfelf  from  pro- 
Xcription  by  flight  into  Switzerland, 
where  he  redded  during  the  reign 
of  terror. 

As  this  plan  had  not  fucceeded,- 
and  the  reign  of  jacobinifm  was 
eifaBfi died  in  France,  the  jacobins 
of  Geneva,  under  the  protection  of 
the.  French,  miniiler,  instituted  a.  fi- 
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milar  fyflem  of  government,  and 
revolutionary  committees.  The 
vague  titles  of  fufpedled  perfons, 
and  fufillades,  defolated  for  a  fliort 
time  this  little  republic.  The  events 
of  the  tenth  of  Thermidor,  which 
overthrew  that  fa ngu inary  regimen 
in  France,  put  an  end  to  the  la¬ 
bours  of  its  imitators  in  Geneva  $ 
and  conftitutional  regulations  were 
formed,  which  pro  mi  fed.  the  return 
of  order  and  profperity.  The  re¬ 
public  of  Geneva,  relying  on  the 
friendfhip  of  the  French  republic,, 
to  the  fortunes  of  which  it  had 
fhewn  themoficonflant  attachment*, 
enjoined  monfi.eur  Reybaz,  its  mi- 
nifler,  to  requeit  from  the  directory 
that  the  fame  protection  which  it 
gave  to  the  Dutch  republic  in  mak¬ 
ing  the  acknowledgment  of  its  in-* 
dependence  a. part  of  the  conditions' 
with  thofe  powers  with  whom  it 
concluded  treaties  of  peace,  might 
be  extended  to  that  ofGeneva,  finest 
fueh  acknowledgment  was  an  obv 
jedl  of  importance,  and  evem  of 
neceflity,  with  refpect  to  their 
neighbour  the  king  of  Sardinia,  and 
might  prove  fervjceable  to  them 
with  the  princes  of  the  German 
empire. 

This  was  a  requeft  which  might 
have  been  granted  by  France  with¬ 
out  inconvenience,  and  would  have 
been  admitted  by  the  refpedtive 
powers  without  difficulty.  The 
French  government  had,  however,.- 
other  views,  and  the  miniffer  oil 
foreign  affairs  hinted  to  M.  Rey¬ 
baz,  that  it  was  probable,  the  re¬ 
public  of  Geneva  might  find  it 
more  advifabie  and  mote  accordant 
to  its  future  tranquillity  and  interefl 
to  renounce  its  ie dependency,  and 
become  an  integral  part  of  the 
French  republic.  IVJL  Reybaz,  who 

had  no  inflrudtions  from  his  20- 
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vernment  to  iifier  to  overtures  of 
this  nature,  could  give  no  fathfac- 
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tory  rep!v  to  the  miniftei*  on  this 
fubjebi  ;  who  therefore  obtained  an 
order  from  thev  directory  to  requeft 
from  the  republic  of  Geneva  the 
recall  of  their  ambaffador,  and  the 
fending  of  another,  who  fliould  be 
poffeffed  of  purer  principles  of  pa- 
triotifm,  and  with  tvhom  he  fliould 
not  find  the  fame  difficulties  that  he 
had  found  with  M.  Revbaz.  The 
Genevan  government,  without  tak¬ 
ing  any  apparent  notice  of  the  in- 
fmuation,  font  another  ambaffador : 
'but  as  both  the  repugnance  of  that 
government  to  the  defired  union, 
and  the  character  of  the  new  envoy, 
yere  previoufly  known  to  the  mi- 
nifter,  the  ambaffador  was  not  ad-* 
mitted;  and  the  government  of 
Geneva  foon  after  experienced  an¬ 
other  fhock  from  the  diforders  and 
violences  committed  by  the  jacobin 
party,  in  the  murder  of  two  indi¬ 
viduals  who  had  been  tried  for  fome 
political  offence;  which  was  appa¬ 
rently  meant  as  an  indication  to  thfe 
inhabitants  that  a  re-union  with 
France  was  the  only  effectual  mode 
of  infilling  order  and  tranquillity. 

This  miferable  and  machiavelian 
policy  excited  general  indignation 
in  France.  Befide  the  outrage 
committed  againft  the  rights  of 
an  independant  nation,  and  the  in¬ 
fraction  of  ail  thofe  principles  on 
which  the  French  republic  had 
founded  its  own  exigence,  the  at¬ 
tempt  was  impolitic,  as  the  danger 
of  the  precedent  would  neceffarily 
alarm  the  cantons  of  Switzerland; 
for  their  own  independency,  and 
the  benefit  refulting  to  France 
could  in  no  way  counterbalance 
the  numerous  evils  which  would  re- 
fult  from  this  union  with  Geneva. 

The  friends  to  the  independence 
of  this  republic  reprefented,  that  if 
the  French  government  perfifled  in 
attempting  to  enforce  this  incor¬ 
poration.  the  Genevan,  from  that 
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general  attachment  which  every 
man  feels  for  his  country,  ail3 
which  every  native  of  Geneva  in 
particular  cherifhes  for  thofe  free 
inftitiUions  under  which  he  has 
been  educated,  and  which  had 
taught  him,  from  his  eariiefr  in¬ 
fancy,  the  bleffings  of  indepen¬ 
dence,  (fo  much  the  more  dear,  as 
the  narrow  circle  in  which  they 
had  been  exercifed  gives  him  a 
more  pofitive  and  appropriate  idea 
of  his  liberties  and  his  rights),  would 
feel  that  the  enjoyment  of  French 
liberty,  although  it  might  make 
him  the  citizen  of  a  greater  com- 
m unity,  would  fo  far"  dimiiiifh  his 
perfonal  importance;  that  it  would 
wear  to  him  the  femblance  of  de¬ 
pendence  and  flavery.  It  was  ob- 
ferved,  that,  although  the  real  li¬ 
berty  of  the  individual  under  the 
laws  of  the  French  republic  might 
not  be  leffened,  the  prejudices  of  the 
Genevan  would  lead  him  to  aban¬ 
don  a  place  where  he  had  been  ac- 
cuflomed  to  confider  hirrifelf  fo  ef- 
fential  a  part  of  the  fovereignty,  and 
to  carry  to  other  countries  that  in- 
duftry  which  had  made  Geneva,  for 
certain  manufactures,  the  mart  of 
Europe,  and  which  had  levied  com¬ 
mercial  contributions  in  the  remo- 
teft  parts  of  the  world;  which  had 
excited  the  fame  fpirit  of  indufhy 
in  the  furrounding  departments  of 
France,  and  which  gave  the  mofb 
profitable  means  of  ex i Fence  to  the 
peafants  of  the  regions  of  Geneva 
and  Mont  Blanc,  whole  inhabitants 
were  excluded  from  any  operations 
of  external  labour  by  the  fnows  in 
which  they  were  buried  during  the 
rigours  of  their  tedious  winter. 
When,  in  addition  to  thefe  minor 
confiderations,  it  was  remembered 
that,  by  the  enforcement  of  this 
union,  the  French  government 
would  defiroy  that  fair  fabric  which 
they  had  reared  in  their  maxims  of 
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slitica!  morality,  in  their  afluran- 
:s  of  religious  veneration  for  the 
ghts  and  liberties  of  others,  it  was 
>ped  that  the  incorporation,  if  it 
as  even  offered,  would  be  rejected, 
om  principles  botii  of  prudence 
id  magnanimity;  >  ' 

The  union  was  no  longer  infilled 
i,  but^  the  difpofition  to  accord  - 
ifh  this  object  was  not  immedi- 
ely  changed;  for  the  difmtffal  of 
Reybaz  and  his  fucceftor  was 
ilowed  by  the  rejection  of  a  third 
id  a  fourth  ambaffaddr,  attended 
ith  circumfiances  of  indieniiv,  as 
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e  perfo  ns  named  by  the  govern- 
ent  of  Geneva,  and  rejected  by  that 
France,  were  not  buffered  to  re- 
le  in  Paris.  The  Genevans,  with- 
it  taking  public  notice  of  this 
indudl  which  they  had  not  the 
>wer  to  refent,  continued  to  labour 
the  formation  of  a  conftitution  as 
free  and  fovereig’n  {late  ;  and  took 
eafures  to  reprefs  that  feditious 
id  anarchical  fpirit  which  the  ja- 
ibinical  party  in  the  French  go- 
umment  was  fufpedled  to  have 
icou  raged. 

No  queftion  during  the  revoln- 
an  had  been  more  agitated  than 
lat  which  concerned  the  political 
id  civil  {late  of  the  .clergy.  The 
invention,  not  Satisfied  with  having 
itirely  deuroyed  the  civil  eirablifh- 
ent  of  religion,  had  indicted  the 
•oft  ignominious  penalties  on  fuch 
St  he  mini  tiers  as  had  not  taken  the 
iths  prefer] bed  by  the  laws.  A 
onjuring  clergyman,  under  the  reg¬ 
imen  of  terror,  was  an  infallible 
bje£F  of  proscription;1  and  nothing 
lore  than  the  identity  of  his  perfon 
ys  neceffary  to  fend  him  to  irnme- 
iate  execution.  Numbers  of  this 
efeription  were  ftiil  confined  in 
arious  places  of  reclufion  in  the 
-public,  (.  he  council  of  five  hun- 
red  (on  the  Seventeenth  of  Floreal), 
her  a  long  difcu-ffion,  had  decreed 


that  they  {liquid  be  banifiied  froni 
the  republic;  which  decree  was  lent 
up  to  be  debated  in  the  vcouncil  of 
elders:  but  events  of  more  imme-. 
diate  importance  intervening,  the 
committee  to  whom  it  was  referred, 
had  delayed  making  their  report  oil 
the  decree  of  the  five  hundred,  near¬ 
ly  three  months. 

Although  Sufficient  time  had  e- 
lapfed  to  calm  the  effervefcence 
which  this  queftion  had  excited,  the 
fepoit,  when  made,  did  &ot  prove 
more  favourable  to  .this  unfortunate 
clafs  of  men,  fince  it  tended  to? 
confirm  the  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  other  council.  !r  has  been  ob¬ 
served  by  Rou  {Tea  u,  that  if  .govern¬ 
ments  were  regulated  by  mere  phi- 
lofophers,  they  would  become  more 
intolerant  than  prielb  ;  and  though 
much  of  the  intolerance  wiiich  had 
been  exercifed  towards  the  clergy 
during  the  revolution,  may  pofiibly 
find  fome  excuSe  in  the  rancorous 
hatred  which  many  of  the  order  had 
perfeveringly  mani  retted  again  ft  the 
eftablifhment  of  liberty,  the  pro- 
greffive  fpirit  of  perfecution,  of 
which  they  have  been  the  victims, 
is  j u ft  1  y  a  Subject  of  reprehenfion. 
As  the  conftitution,  by  decreeing- 
that  the  Rate  eftabli  fifes  perfect  li¬ 
berty  of  worth  ip,  and  pays  for  the 
fupport  ol  none,  had  irrevocably 
determined  the  fate  of  the  church  in 
France,  and  of  its  minifters,  —  and 
as  the  means  by  which  fhis-.evenfe' 
had  been  accompli  filed,  make  an 
important  part  of  the  hiftory  of  the 
revolution, — -it  may  not  be  inexpe¬ 
dient  to  prefent  our  readers  with  a 
Short  retro! pt-fc  of  the  manner  in 
which  tins  important  chah gc  was  ef¬ 
fected.  The  hrft  declaration  of  the 
conftituent*  afiembly  that  the  eftates 
of  the  clergy  were  the  property  of  the 
nation,  and  that  the  mini  liters  of  the 
church  were  the  Servants; '“of  the 
State,  equally  with  civil  £uo&ion~ 
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aries,  led  the  legiflature  t.o  require 
from  the  bifhops  and  newly -elected 
vicars  an  oath,  in  conformity  to  an 
article  in  the  civil  c.onftitution  of  the 
clergy  (decreed  on  the  twenty-Ae- 
cond  of  July  1790),  “  to  watch 
over  the  people  intruded  to  their 
care,  —  to  oe  faithful  to  the  nation, 
the  law,  and  the  king,  —  and  to 
fupport  with  all  their  influence  the 
conftituhon  decreed  by  the  aflem- 
bly,  and  accepted  by  the  king.” 
This  oath  was  extended,  on  the 
twenty  iixfh  of  September  follow¬ 
ing,  to  ecclefia flics  of  every  de- 
fcription,  to  profefl'w's  of  femina- 
rles  a  d  colleges,  and  to  every  pub¬ 
lic  firTlionarv  of  the  church,  with¬ 
out  diftimftion.  Thole  who  re- 
fu  fed  it  were  held  to  have  vacated 
their  offices,  but  none  were  de¬ 
clared  to  be  in  rebellion  to  the  law  ; 
but  fuch  as  having  taken  the  oath 
fliould  refufe  to  obey  the  rules  it 
enjoined,  were  not  only  to  be  de¬ 
prived  of  their  office,  but  to  lofe 
their  right  of  ciiizenfhip.  This 
decree  was  extended,  on  the  fifth  of 
February,  the  twenty-fecond  of 
March,  and  the  fleventeenth  of 
April  1791,10  chaplains  of  hofpitals 
and  prifons,  and  to  all  who  were 
concerned  in  public  ihft ruction, 
who  were  held  to  be  in  the  clafs  of 
public  functionaries,  and  who  were 
enjoined  to  rake  the  fame  oath  of 
fidelity  and  attachment 

Hence  began  tne  dVviiion  of  tliie 
clergv  into  eonftitutional  and  non- 
juring  pri efts'.  As  the  latter  had 
in  general  regarded  the  interference 
of  the  flam  with  the  concerns  of 
the  church  as  a  facrilegious  viola- 
fton  of  eligion,  they  chofle  rather 
to  rehg:  ^herr  functions,  than  \  ield 
an  obedience  Which  their  declared 
to  be  rebellion  to.  the  church  and 
to  heaven.  This"  conflneiitioiis  clafs 
was  very'niituerous:  but  as  the  clafs 
equally :  numefous  who  could 


reconcile  civil  liberty  an4  con¬ 
ference,  the  refignations  were  foon 
filled  up  by  ecclefiaftics  attached 
to  the  revolution,  and  who  had 
taken  the  preferibed  oaths. 

The  multitude  of  prlefts  who 
were  at  once  deprived  of  their 
offices  for  refuting  to  take  the  oath, 
naturally  reprefented  this  feverity 
as  a  perfection  for  confcience- 
fake  ;  and  the  regulations  which 
were  afterwards  paffed,  prohibiting 
them  from  officiating  in  holy  offi¬ 
ces  under  any  circumflances,  add¬ 
ed  to  the  effervefcence  already  ex- 
,t  cited.  Their  flocks  in  a  great 
meafure  partook  of  the  fpirit  oi 
their  pallors ;  and  the  weflern  de¬ 
partments  of  France,  where  the 
clergy  had  always  had  the  mofl  ex¬ 
tensive  influence,  became  the  refuge 
of  the  difeontented,  where  they  em¬ 
ployed  themfelves  in  flowing  very 
plentifully  the  feeds  of  revolt,  which 
loon  broke  out  into  open  rebellion, 
under  the  name  of  the  influrredlion 
of  the  Vendee.  Thelegiflativeaflem- 
bly  had  attempted  at  different  pe¬ 
riods  to  employ  coercive  meafurcs 
againft  the  non-jurors:  but  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  court,  who  flecretly 
protedled  them,  had  hitherto  pre¬ 
vented  any  diflcuflions  oh  the  Aub- 
jedl.  The  evil,  however,  became 
fo  obvious,  that  at  length,  in  May 
1792,  certain  penal  laws  were  de¬ 
creed  againft  them  by  the  legifla¬ 
ture,  which  the  king  refufed  to 
lanction.  This  refufal  is  recorded 
as  one  of  the  leading  caufes  of  the 
abolition  of  monarchy  in  France; 
which  event  took  place  on  the  iotb 
of  Auguft  1  792. 

On  the  14th  of  Auguft  the  le¬ 
giflature  decreed,  that  every  French¬ 
man  receiving  penfion  or  falary 
from  the  (rate  fliould  be  held  to 
have  abdicated  his  office,  if,  in  a 
week  after  the  publication  of  the 
law,  he  did  not  take  an  oath  to 

maiu- 


HISTORY. 


FOREIGN 


2  4  3 


intain  Liberty  and  Equality ,  or 
die  in  their  defence.  But,  as 
3  law  did  not  affedt  the  non- 
ing  clergy,  ic  was  decreed,  on 
26th  of  Auguft  1792,  that 
ry  prieft  who  had  refufed  to 
e  the  conftitutional  oath,  or 
o,  having  taken  it,  had  retraced, 
uld  depart  within  a  certain  time 
tl  the  French  territory,  under 
n  of imprifonment  to  thofe  who 
uld  remain  or  return, 
rhe  fame  decree  fubje&ed  to  the 
le  penalties  all  other  ecclefiaftics 
although  not  required  to  take 
oaths,  had,  by  any  overt  adts, 
lented  or  occafioned  difturban- 
which  fhould  have  come  to  the 
)wledge  of  the  adminiftrative 
lies;  and  fuch  alfo,  whofe  ba- 
lment  fhould  be  required  by 
fix  citizens  inhabiting  the  fame 
artmenf.  The  fick  and  aged, 
d  were  difabled  from  complying 
h  the  law,  were  to  be  confined 
ome  houfe  fet  apart  for  the  pur- 
e,  under  the  care  of  the  muni- 
ality ;  and  thofe  who  were  ba¬ 
led  from  the  territory,  were  en- 
led  by  another  law,  iffued  the 
h  September  in  the  fame  year, 
to  inhabit  any  country  then  at 
‘  with  France. 

fhefe  ferocious  regulations,  the 
aiirig  of  which  had  been  p re¬ 
ed  by  numberlefs  arrefts  and 
irifonments,  were  proclaimed  on 
mangled  carcafes  of  the  unfor- 
ate  vidtims  who,  in  various  parts 
the  republic,  fell  a  facrifice  to 
favage  and  inhuman  fury  of 
-  party  known  in  France  by  the 
ae  of  Septembrifeurs ,  or  men  of 
fecond  of  September, 
fhe  national  convention,  who 
ceeded  the  legiflative  body,  had 
n  too  much  occupied  in  the 


fir fh  months  of  its  feffio'n  to  con¬ 
tinue  this  work  of  persecution  ;  but 
as  foon  as  the  jacobin  party  had 
gained  a  certain  confidence,  the 
priefts  were  again  brought  forward. 
Having  taken  the  conftitutional 
oath  to  defend  the  nation,  the  law, 
and  the  king,  was  now  no  mark  of 
civifm ;  it  was  therefore  decreed, 
on  the  twenty-firft  and  twenty  third 
of  April  1793,  that  all  ecclefiaftics 
of  every  defcription,  regular  or  fe- 
cular,  who  fhould  not  have  taken 
the  oaths  decreed  on  the  fourteenth 
and  fifteenth  Apguft  1 792,  to  main¬ 
tain  liberty  and  equality,  fhould  be 
tranfported  without  delay  to  Guia¬ 
na;  the  penalties  of  which  were  ex¬ 
tended,  as  in/ the  preceding  cafe, 
againfl  thofe  whom  fix  citizens  of 
the  fame  canton  fhould  accufe  of 
incivifm  *.  The  pain  of  death  was 
decreed  againfl:  thofe  who  fliould 
return  ;  but  the  aged  and  infirm 
were  (imply  kept  in  confinement. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  jacobin  con- 
fpirators  on  the  thirty- firft  of  May 
1793,  completed  the  deftru&ion  of 
the  civil  eftablifhment  of  religion  in 
France.  Conftitutional  and  uncon- 
ftitutional  worfhip  were  at  once  con¬ 
founded  in  the  fame  profcription ; 
the  void  made  by  the  abolition  of 
the  Roman  catholic  religion  was  at¬ 


tempted  to  be  filled  by  what  thefe 
new  fanatics  called  “  the  worfhip 
of  reafon:”  and  atheifm  received 
the  public  homage  and  honours 
due  to  the  Supreme  Being. 

The  non-juring  priefts  being 
now  virtually  outlawed,  and  revo-„ 
lutionary  tribunals  in  full  activity, 
the  convention  made  no  further 
regulations  till  the  thirtieth  of  Ven- 
demiaire,  fecond  year  (Odfober 
1  793)?  when  the  penalty  of  death 
was  confirmed  againfl:  the  priefts 


This  lad  part  of  the  decree  was  in  the  extreme  of  tyranny,  and  evinced  the  ignorance 
•e  convention  in  the  l'ciepce  of  government. 
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who  fhould  return  from  banifli- 
inent,  and  was  decreed  againft  thofe 
aifo  who  fhould  evade  the  law  by 
remaining  in  France,  as  well  as 
thofe  on  whom  fliould  be  found 
any  counter-revolutionary  infignia. 
Certain  penalties  were  alfo  decreed 
againft  thofe  who  fliould  harbour 
priefts  who  were  fubjedt  to  any  of 
the  above  regulations,  which,  by  a 
law  of  the  twenty-fecond  of  Germi¬ 
nal,  April  1794,  was  pronounced 
to  be  tranfportation,  if  fuch  con¬ 
cealment  had  taken  place  after  the 
promulgation  of  the  law  of  the 
thirtieth  of  Vendemiaire;  but,  from 
the  publication  of  the  prefent,  the 
perfon  by  whom  they  were  con¬ 
cealed  was  to  fuffer  death,  as  an 
accomplice  ;  which  punifhment,  by 
the  fame  decree,  was  inflicted  on 
the  aged  and  infirm  who  fliould  be 
found  without  the  walls  of  tiieir 
prifons. 

The  events  of  the  ninth  of  Ther- 
midor  (27th  July,  1794),  which 
overthrew  the  Jacobinical  regimen, 
fufpended  the  execution  of  thefe 
barbarousweguiations,  and  favoured 
the  return  of  the  people  to  the 
practice  and  duties  of  religious 
worfhip.  The  national  conven¬ 
tion,  whatever  might  be  its  vvifti  to 
prevent  the  refurreMon  of  the  ca¬ 
tholic  faith,  faw  that  oppofition 
gave  it  vigour.  On  the  third  of 
Ventofe,  the  third  year  (February, 
1795),  the  convention  decreed  pe¬ 
nalties  againft  thofe  who  fliould 
difturb  the  citizens  in  the  exercife  of 
their  religion;  but  added  that  the  re¬ 
public  protedled  no  exckifive  mode 
of  worfhip,  nor  falaried  its  mini- 
fters,  and  that  every  law  contrary 
to  the  fpirit  of  the  above  decree 
was  repealed.  On  the  eleventh  of 
Prairial  following  (May  1795),  the 
convention  authorifed  the  different 
communes  to  make  ufe  of  churches 
not  fold,  for  the  purposes  of  wor- 
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fliip ;  and  fulpedrpd  the  roinifte 
to  a  declaration  only,  before  th< 
municipality,  of  their  fubmiffion  t: 
the  laws.  This  wife  return  totole 
ration  in  the  government  diffufec 
general  fatisfaftion,  and  facilitatec 
the  peace  with  the  infurgent  weft 
ern  departments  ;  and  although  ; 
decree  of  the  twenty  fixth  of  Fruc 
tidor  (Auguft,  1795)  enjoined  th 
committees  of  public  fafety  to  exe 
cute  the  regulations  againft  th 
priefts  who  had  returned  from  ba 
nifli merit,  it  determined  the  mod 
of  reftoring  their  eftates  to  the  fa 
milies  of  thofe  who  had  been  ba 
nifhed.  The  recommendation  mad 
bv  the  convention  was  foftened 
few  days  after  into  another  lav 
which  only  fubjedted  refradtor 
priefts  to  fines,  and  fuch  onl 
who,  having  accepted  civil  publl 
fundtions,  did  not  abdicate  them. 

By  thefe  latter  regulations,  a 
the  former  were  repealed  p  an 
foon  after,  the  conftitution  w; 
framed,  declaring  that  no  one  coni 
be  difturbed  in  the  exercife  of  r< 
ligious  worfhip,  provided  he  coj 
formed  to  the  laws.  The  only  coi 
dition  impofed  on  thofe  who  b 
came  paftors  of  a  church,  was  tl 
acknowledgment  of  the  fov 
reign ty  of  the  people,  and  ob 
dience  to  the  laws  of  the  republi 
It  was  therefore  left  to  the  choi< 
of  the  individual,  whether  he  wou 
comply  with  the  conditions;  b 
the  revival  of  penalties,  which 
been  abrogated  by  the  conftitutio 
againft  priefts  who  filled  no  offict 
and  who  therefore  were  not  Hat 
to  punifhment,  was  rightly  coni 
dered  by  the  council  of  elders 
an  adt  of  intolerance,  injuftice,  ai 
tyranny/  Notwithstanding  the  r 
prefentations  made  by  the  cor 
mittee  of  the  hoftile  fpirit  of  t 
remaining  refradtory  clergy,  whe 
numbers  wer-e  now  confiderab 
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Jimi-fiiftied,  of  their  exhortations  to 
ebeliion,  their  denunciations  a- 
;ainft  the  purchafers  of  national 
o mains,  and  a  variety  of  other 
o u n t er -revoluti o nary  proceedings, 
he  truth  of  which  there  was  no 
eafbn  to  doubt,  as  the  proofs  were 
'lultiplied,  the  council  of  elders 
on  the  fixth  September)  rejected 
nahimoufly  the  refolution  of  the 
ouncil  of  five  hundred,  ordering 
lofe  priefts  to  be  banifhed,  and 
dt  them  to  the  ordinary  punifh- 
ient^,  of  the  law.  Meanwhile,  the 
onju ring  priefts  continued  to  exer- 
ife  their  profeffion,  and  found 
very  where  devotees,  who  con  ti¬ 
ered  them  as  the  only  fure  guides 
i  the  road  of  falvation,  and  the 
informing  clergy  as  apoftates  from 
)e  faith.  A  great  divifion  arofe  in 
ranee  between  thefe  different  fee¬ 
zes  :  but  as  the  government  took 
o  part  in  the  difpute,  the  public 
anquillity  was  not  diflurbed.  On 
ie  one  fide,  many  of  the  non-con- 
>rmihg  clergy  mingled  with  their 
sal  for  the  ancient  faith  a  propor- 
onate  degree  of  zeal  againft  the 
sw  government ;  w hi  1ft  the  con- 
>rming  clergy  attempted  to  recon- 
le  the  Roman  catholic  faith  with 
ie  fpirit  and  letter  of  republican- 
m.  This  latter  clafs  having  col¬ 
led  together  the  remainder  of 
teir  forces,  which  the  late  perfe¬ 
ction  exercifed  againft  the  whole 
'der  had  feattered  in  wide  direc- 
ons,  had  earlv  in  the  Torino  at- 
mpted  to  give  confiftence  to  their 
"oceedings  by  holding  a  fynod, 
hich,  if  it  had  not-  the  weight  of  a 
nincil,  fhould  be  the  temporary 
in  matters  of  belief  forthofe, 
ho,  loft  amidft  the  fubverfions 
ui  diviftons  which  had  taken  place 
the  church,  were  ignorant  what 
hes  to  follow,  and  what  authori- 
-s  to  obey.  Encouraged  by  the 
turn  of  order,  although  the  perfe- 


cution  againft  thg  priefthood  had 
not  altogether  ceafed,  a  few  con- 
ftitutional  bifhops,  in  the  fpring  of 
1 7 9 5 -  ndembled  to  examine  the 
ftate  of  the  defolated  church,  and 
take  meafures  for  the  re-eftablifh- 
ment  of  ecclefiaftical  difeipline, 
and  the  reftonition  of  public  wor- 
fhip.  Lamenting  the  perfecutions 
to  which  the  church  had  been  fub- 
jedted  during  the  late  reign  of  ter¬ 
ror,  and  which  perfection  they 
confidered  as  tiie  moft  violent  it 
had  undergone  fmee  its  origin,  they 
beheld,  in  the  final  reparation 
which  had  taken  place  between  the 
church  and  the  ftate,  the  means  of 
deftroying  thole  abides  and  evils  to 
which  this  incorporation  had  given 
rile ;  and  regarded  the  prefent  aera 
of  the  revolution  as  affording  a 
favourable  opportunity  oi  reftonng 
religion  to  its  original  purity  and 
fpiendour,  delivered  from  political 
influence,  and  having  no  other  re¬ 
lation  with  government  but  the 
reciprocal  interchange  of  fubmilft- 
on,  fidelity, and  attachment,  for  jus¬ 
tice,  fafety,  and  protection. 

But,  left  the  unity  of  the  church 
fhould  be  broken  by  innovations  in 
difeipline,  or  the  introdu&ion  of 
new  do&rines  in  matters  of  faith, 
thefe  conftkutionai  bifliops  pub¬ 
lished  a  circular  letter  or  provifion- 
ary  code,  as  a  guide  for  the  faithful, 
till  the  times  fhould  become  favour¬ 
able  for  a  more  avowed  and  regular 
mode  of  proceeding.  This  decla¬ 
ration  of  their  faith  differed  but 
little  from  the  maxims  which  had 
hitherto  been  adopted  by  the  Gai- 
lican  church;  the  pope  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  be  its  vifible  head ;  and 
the  whole  of  the  doctrines  taught 
by  the  apoftoiie  and  Roman  church, 
defined  by  the  cecmnenicai  coun¬ 
cils,  and  ex  pi  fined  by  Boffuet,  were 
adopted  as  the  ftandard  of  catholic 
belief.  In  the  government  of  the 
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church,  the  authority  of  epifco- 
pacy  was  the  cofner-ftone,  as  being 
of  divine  original,  and  the  bond  of 
union  among  the  different  churches, 
as  the  primacy  of  the  holy  fee  was 
the  common  centre  of  catholicifm  ; 
and  as  this  hierarchy  was  recog¬ 
nized  to  be  eftabliihed  by  divine 
right,  independent  or  congregati¬ 
onal  affemblies  were  exprefsly  con¬ 
demned. 

After  laying  down  the  articles  of 
faith  with  refpect  to  do&rine  and 
difeipline,  they  proceeded  to  the 
examination  of  the  condudl  of  the 
clergy  who  had  fallen  off  from  the 
faith  during  the  fform  of  . persecu¬ 
tion.  Various  were  the  modes  in 
which  the  c.ime  of  apoftafy  had 
difcovered  itfelf:  and  fuch  were 
formally  expelled  from  the  church 
as  unworthy  of  exercifing  any  of 
its  functions,  who  bad  profaned  the 
body  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  holy 
feriptures,  the  holy  oils,  the  images 
which  were  the  objects  of  the  vene¬ 
ration  of  the  faithful ;  who  had 
joined  in  or  fanflioned  the  facri- 
legious  blafphemies  of  the  enemies 
of  religion,  who  had  given  in  their 
difmiffion  during  the  pCrfecution, 
or  declared  that  they  renounced 
their  functions ;  and  fuch  as  had 
contracted  marriage,  even  though 
they  fhould  renounce  the  tie. 

This  encyclical  letter  concluded 
bv  recommending  certain  provi- 
fionary  regulations  with  refpeCt  to 
the  general  adminiftration  of  the 
church,  referring  to  a  fec/ond  letter 
in  which  thefe  regulations  were  to 
be  more  fully  explained.  The  fe- 
cond  encyclical  letter  appeared  at 
the  dole  of  the  year,  and  contained 
a  complete  and  well-arranged  code 
of  ah  that  refpedted  the  doCtrine 
and  difeipline  of  the  catholic 
church.  The  interval  between  the 
publication  of  thefe  two  letters  had 
been  filled  up  by  thefe  pious  and 


learned  ecclefiaftics  in  analyfing  tl 
dodh'ines  of  their  religion,  and  e: 
deavouring  to  reduce  them  to  the 
primitive  fimplicity.  Though  f 
from  attaining  this  end,  their  1 
bours  were  attended  with  profi 
for  in  their  refearches  they  dife 
vered  and  avowed  as  primary  a 
tides  of  belief,  that  the  gover 
ment  of  the  Chriffian  republic 
fpiritual ;  that  its  diftin&ive  ch 
radler  is  charity,  —  that  the  ob 
dience  it  demands  is  conformal 
to  reafon,  —  that  its  Spirit  is  a 
horrent  of  defpotifm,  —  and  that 
was  confided  in  common  to  all  f 
apoffles.  The  authority  of  tl 
church,  according  to  the  fyftem 
thefe  reformers,  refides  in  the  bo< 
of  bifliops  ;  and,  although  t 
bifiiop  of  Rome  holds  the  firft  pla 
in  this  community,  his  titles  > 
claims  of  being  the  univerfal  l 
{hop  or  bifhop  of  bifliops,  have  1 
foundation  in  truth.  The  pe 
fecution  which  had  awakened  tl 
zeal  and  quickened  the  faith  of  tl 
believer,  had  taught  him  other  piri 
ciples,  which  the  narrow  miaxir 
of  his  church  had  never  admitb 
into  his  creed.  Animated  by  tl 
enlarged  principles  which  had  be< 
eftablilLed  bv  the  revolution  befo 

j 

it  became  fullied  by  crimes,  tl 
philofophic  catholic  had  attempt! 
to  amalgamate  them  with  the  pri 
ciples  of  his  faith ;  and,  whilft  1 
ftill  adhered  to  the  doctrines  of  1 
intolerant  church,  he  profeffed  tl 
nioft  unqualified  and  unboundi 
Sentiments  of  toleration.  Henc 
for  the  firft  time,  do  we  fee,  in  tl 
official  addrefs  of  the  bithops 
the  French  catholic  church,  tl 
.names  of  Grotius,  Clarke,  Newto 
and  Addifon,  mingled,  as  defende 
of  the  truths  of  religion,  with  Pa 
cal,  Maffilion,  Boffuet,  and  Fen 
Ion  ;  and  the  teffimony  of  Voltair 
under  the  title  of  the  philofophen 
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Ferney,  brought  to  prove  the  dif- 
ingenuoufnefs  of  the  accufation 
made  by.  infidelity  again  ft:  religion, 
'that  its  doctrines  tend  to  ftitie  rea- 
fon,  that  rav  of  divinity  in  man. 

Thefe  paftoral  regulations  and 
inftruCtions  were  not  all  delivered 
in  the  fame  fpirit  of  tolerance  and 
meeknefs.  With  all  the  deference 
which  thefe  learned  ecclefiaftics 
paid  to  the  laws,  they  declared 
fome  of  them  to  be  in  direct  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  maxims  of  the  church  ; 
whilft  the  com  minatory  parts  of 
their  circular  briefs  included  many 
as  unworthy  of  catholic  com  munion, 
who  had  finned  with  ail  the  enthu- 
fiafm  of  religion  and  virtue.  The 
marriage  of  priefts,  and  the  laws  re- 
fpe&ing  divorce,  were  fubjeCts  of 
the  fevereft  reprehenfion ;  and  the 
crime  of  laicifm,  they  aliened,  bore 
the  double  character  of  error  and 
facrilege. 

As  marriage  is  one  of  the  facra- 
ments  of  the  Roman  church,  they 
were  to  be  excufed,  or  rather  com¬ 
mended,  for  protefting  again  ft  the 
laws  which  permitted  divorce  ; 
ofpecially  as  the  abufe  of  thefe  laws 
had  greatly  enlarged  the  held  of 
vice  and  immorality;  but  the  fuU 
minations  iffued  againtl  Laicifm , 
whic  h  they  defined  to  be  the  ufur- 
pation  of  prieftlv  offices,  bore  ftrong- 
ly  the  mark  of  prieftly  domination. 
This  crime  of  laicifm  was  frequent 
m  France,  and  was  an  evidence  of 
zeal  for  religion,  which  ought  to 
have  excited  the  approbation  of 
thefe  ecclefiaftics,  rather  than  have 
provoked  their  cenfure. 

The  laymen  who  were  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  this  priefllv  anathema  were 
thofe  who  prefided  at  the  religious 
affemblies  of  the  people,  where  no 
ecclefiaftic  was  to  be  found  ;  who 
read  to  them  the  offices  of  the 
church,  and  in  fome  cafes  admi- 
niftere4  the  facraments  j  but  molt 


commonly  fubflituted  for  this  part 
of  the  fervice  the  expo  (mop  of  the 
crofs.  Thefe  ffy -a  fie  mb  lies  were 
common  in  various  parts  of  the 
republic  ;  and  the  people,  rejoicing 
in  the  return  of  thefe  means  of  con - 
folation,  and  landmarks  of  piety, 
the  weekly  celebration  of  divine 
worfhip,  had  not  difeerned,  or  had 
overlooked,  the  facrilege  of  the 
minifter  in  favour  of  the  fervice  he 
rendered  ;  and  fo  indifferent  were 
they  refpeCting  the  qualification  of 
their  pallors,  or  rather  fo  far  had 
they  Shaken  off  their  prejudices, 
that  ab fence  from  religious  duties, 
on  account  of  the  quality  of  the 
officiator,  was  confidered  as  the 
fymptom  of  being  a  bad  citizen. 
Thefe  circular  letters,  which  were 
figned  by  thirty-four  bifliops,  were 
only  provifional,  till  t^e  convo¬ 
cation  of  a  general  cr~-  hi,  which 
Should  definitively  wle  on  the 
future  regulations  Loth  of  doCtrine 
and  difeipiine  in  the  church.  The 
convocation  of  fuch  a  council  has, 
however,  been  deferred  ;  nor  does 
it  appear  to  enter  into  the  views  of 
the  French  government  to  admit 
affemblies  ol  ecclefiaftics,  whofe 
regulations,  though  they  would  not 
have  the  force  of  laws,  might,  if 
they  were  in  contradiction  to  the 
eftablifhed  laws  of  the  republic, 
have  an  undue  influence  on  the 
people. 

A  number  of  ecclefiaftics,  who 
had  aflembied  in  the  month  of 
March  at  Verfailles  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  holding  a  fynod,  we  iff  di- 
Iperfed  by  an  order  from  the  exe¬ 
cutive  power,  as  forming  an  affoci- 
atiqn  hoftile  to  the  peace  and  good 
order  of  the  republic  ;  fince  which 
no  public  affembiy  of  divines  has 
been  held.  This  controul,  exer- 
cifed  by  government  over  the  dif¬ 
ferent  feCfaries,  does  not  relax  their 
zeal.  The  conforming  clergy  have 
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conferred  on  their  non-conforming 
brethren  the  title  of  djjentets ;  and, 
a  thofe  of  the  laity  who  are  dif- 
nffe&ed  to  the  rep  ublican  form  of 
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government,  have  no  way  more  de¬ 
cisive  of  fhewing  their  averiioiij 
than  that  of  attending  the  religious 
offices  of  taofb  whofe  religions  dif- 
fent  is  the  certain  indication  of  their 
political  difaffedlion,  the  clafs  of 
diffenters  attached  to  the  dodtrines 
of  the  church,  untainted  with  re¬ 
volutionary  mixtures,  and  of  thofe 
who  are  become  devotees  from  con¬ 
tradiction,  is  very  numerous.  In 
return  for  this  appellation,  the  dif¬ 
fenters'* apply  the  epithets  of  intrud¬ 
ers,  wolves,  heretics,  and  even  pro- 
tedants,  to  the  conformids;  and 
this  intolerance  is  carried  fo  far, 
that  the  penitent  who  forfakes  thofe 
errors  is  not  admitted  into  the  fold 
of  the  faithful  till  he  has  undergone 
tiie  ceremonies  of  exorcifm ;  and 
the  diffenting  pried  fomeiimes  af- 
fnres  repofe  to  the  foul  of  the  dead 
bv  the  exhumation  and  re-burial  of 
the  body,  which,  though  in  ap¬ 
pearance  it  be  quietly  inurned  by 
the  conforming  fchifmatic,  is  not 
believed  to  be  at  red. 

From  amidd  the  dorm  of  thefe 

fncerdotal  difienfions,  it  is  evident 

that  a  fairer  religion  is  about  to 

arife.  The  reformation  of  religion 
•  £> 

m  France  appears  dronglv  impreg¬ 
nated  with  the  fpiritof  republican- 
ifm.  Padoral  letters  are  publifh- 
ed  by  bithops,  in  which  chridianity 
is  reprefented  as  being*' the  original 
declaration  of  the  rights  of  man, 
and  the  union  of  the  throne  and 
the  altar  is  reprefented  as  the  mod 
anti-chridian  of  political  or  reli¬ 
gious  jnditutions.  At  the  head  of 
thefe  reformers  is  Gregoire,  the 
bids  op  of  Blois,  known  r  his  elo¬ 
quent  defence  of  the  Jews  before 
the  revolution,  and  who,  amidd  the 
general  apodafy  under  the  reign  of 
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terror,  dood  fipgle  in  the  national 
convention  againd  the  torrent  of 
atheikical  prole,  iption.  The  go¬ 
vernment,  without  being  indiffe¬ 
rent,  Hands,  aloof  from  the  conted ; 
and  this  wife  neutrality,  while  it 
weakens  the  virulence  of  the  fa¬ 
natic  whofe  zeal  was  kept  alive  bv 
perfecution,  will  leave  a  fair  field 
for  that  free  inquiry  which  leads  td 
the  difeovery  of  truth. 

It  was  not  in  Irance  alone  that 
the  religious  edablifhment  funk  in 
the  vortex  of  revolution.  The 
Dutch  republic,  impatient  of  the 
yoke,  without  waiting  for  the 
fandtion  of  a  conditutional  law^ 
ratnly,  in  our  opinion,  abolifhed 
their  national  church,  and  decreed, 
that  henceforth  the  date  fhould 
defray  the  expence  of  no  form  of 
worfhip,  and  fliould  pay  none  pf 
its  miniders,  except  indemnities  to 
fuch  as  might  luffer  by  the  prefen t 
reform. 

The  revolution  in  the  catholic 
religion  in  France  may  be  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  united  efforts  of  Jan- 
fenifm  and  infidelity  ;  for  it  is  dif¬ 
ficult  to  decide,  whether  it  is  to  the 
difciples  of  the  bifliop  of  Ypres,  who 
had  been  at  all  times  the  mod  ftre- 
nuous  defenders  of  the  liberties  of 
the  Gallican  church,  or  to  the 
feedaries  of  the  fceptic  philofophy, 
who  treated  the  arguments  of  the 
contending  parties  with  equal  con¬ 
tempt,  that  the  honour  or  blame 
belongs  hf  undermining,  the  na¬ 
tional  religious  edablifiiment. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the 
fpecial  or  concurrent  caufes  of  the 
overthrow  of  the  catholic  eftablifh- 
ment,  this  revolution  in  the  pro- 
tedant  church  of  Holland  was 
chiefly  effedled  by  the  proferibed 
fed!  who  embraced  the  Socinian 
dodlrine :  who,  being  in  general 
men  or  learning,  and  friends  or 
civil  liberty,  had  acquired  fueff  ani 
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£ieen4anc,y  Jn  the  political  con¬ 
cerns  of  their  country,  as  afforded 
them  the  means  or  laying  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  tile  prefent  revolution, 
and  eroding  on  it  the  fabric  of 
their  prefent  independence.  As  it 
was  the  only  religious  feed  in  Hol¬ 
land  not  tolerated  by  the  date,  it 
was  fupported  by  thofe  who  che- 
rifhed  its  principles  of  oppodtion  to 
government,  without  formally  be¬ 
coming  converts  to  its  religious 
Tyftem  ;  and  by  the  influence  of 
this  religious  ft <61,  known  hitherto 
in  Europe  only  by  their  t rafts  of 
controverfial  divinity  publiflied 
periodically  by  -the  philofophical 
eftablifhment  at  Haerlem,  the  poli¬ 
tical  fyftem.  of  Holland  has  been 
totally  changed. 

While  the  attention  of  the  mod 
refpeftable  part  of  the  clergy  in 
France  was  directed  to  the  reforming 

o 

and  re-edablifhing  a  religion,  which 
had  been  fird  corrupted,  and  af¬ 
terwards  fnppreffed,  the  men  of  let¬ 
ters  were  dill  more  actively  engaged 
in  the  promotion  of  fcience  and  the 
improvement  of  literature.  The 
great  national  inditution  which  we 
announced  in  our  lad  volume  has 
already  commenced  its  operations. 

1  At  the  firft  public  aifembly,  which 
took  place. on  the  fourth  of  April, 
1796,  the  members  of  the  executive 
directory,  defirous  of  giving  fplen- 
dour  and  importance  to  this  lite¬ 
rary  folemnity,  went  in  their  cof- 
tume  of  ceremony,  and  accom¬ 
panied  by  all  the  miniders,  and 
with  a  condderable  effort.  The 
ambaffadors  and  miniders  of  Spain, 
Sweden,  Denmark,  Pruffia,  Tuf- 
canv,  Holland,  the  United  States, 
Genoa,  Geneva,  &c.  were  alfo  pre¬ 
fent,  and  a  place  of  honour  was 
aliigned  for  them  before  the  edraae 
of  the  directory. 

At  this  memorable  affemblv. 
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which  may  be  confidered  as  the 
epocha  of  the  revival  of  letters  in 
France,  all  the  men  of  literature, 
all  the  artids  who  had  furvived  the 
dorms  of  the  revolution,  and  e- 
ffaped  the  fury  of  the  jacobin  Van¬ 
dals,  were  prefent.  Fifteen  hun¬ 
dred  fpeftators,  affembled  in  that 
fine  hall  of  the  Louvre,  known  bv 
the  name  of  the  hall  of  antiques,  of 
which  the  architecture  is  not  infe¬ 
rior  to  the  temples  of  antiquity,  and 
which  is  decorated  with  the  ftatues 
of  the  iliudrious  men  of  France, 
formed  altogether  a  fpeftacle  worthv 
of  a  great  nation,  riling  from  amidd 
its  ruins  with  as  much  pomp  and  nia- 
jedy  as  if  it  had  felt  no  calamities. 

The  prefident  of  the  executive 
directory  made  a  fpeech  of  inftal- 
lation,  in  which  he  declared,  that 
it  was  the  dedfaft  purpofe  of  the 
government  to  revive  the  drooping 
arts,  and  to  fliieid  them,  and  liber¬ 
ty,  from  all  the  attacks  of  ferocious 
anarchy.  This  harangue  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  the  loudeft  acclama¬ 
tions.  Every  heart  fvvelled  with 
emotion,  every  eye  melted  with 
tears,  at  the  fad  recollection  of  the 
pad,  combined  with  the  Toothing 
hopes  of  the  prefent.  Dufaulx,  the 
prefident  of  the  national  inditution, 
replied,  that  every  member  of  that 
fociety  felt  the  mod  ardent  defire 
to  concur  towards  the  profperity  of 
the  republican  government,  and 
would  aim,  in  giving  ludre  to  their 
own  names,  to  give  ludre  to  their 
country  :  that  the  republic  of  let-  ' 
ters  exided  before  the  other,  —  that 
its  fpirit  could  be  neither  enfeebled, 
nor  fubdued,  —  and  that,  amidd 
thofe  whom  it  animated,  the  love 
of  glory  would  be  ever  the  fupport 
of  liberty.  This  academy  includes 
all  the  branches  of  natural  and  ex¬ 
perimental  philofophy,  and  the 
belles  leitres.  Science  and  litera¬ 
ture 
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ture  are  again  cultivated  in  France 
with  enthufiaftic  ardour,  and  will, 
we  hope,  under  the  aufpices  of  li¬ 
berty,  attain  a  higher  degree  of 
perfedlion,  than  they  ever  acquired 
beneath  the  yoke  of  defpotifm. 

The  commiftioners  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  power  who  had  been  fent  to  the 
Mauritius,  returned  about  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  October  with  the  report 
that  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  illands 
not  only  refilled  to  Tub  to  it  to  the 
decree  of  the  convention  pafied  the 
ftxteenth  of  Pluviofe,  in  the  fecond 
year  of  the  republic,  for  the  aboli¬ 
tion  of  negro  ilaveiy,  and  to  admit 
the  fifteenth  article  of  the  rights  of 
man  prefixed  to  the  conftitution,  de¬ 
claring,  a  that  no  man  could  fell  him- 
fdf  ,  or  he  fold  ;  and  that  his  perfon  is 
not  an  alienable  property but  that 
they  had  forcibly  feized  on  their 
perlons,  and  put  them  on  board  a 
vefiel  which  had  orders  to  tranfport 
them  to  the  Philippine  illands;  the 
vefiel  however, they  added, infteadof 
following  itMeftination,  after  to  ach¬ 
ing  at  Madagafcar  for  proviftons, 
bad  brought  them  into Rochelle. 

The  legl fiature,  without  entering 
into  the  fubjeft  of  the  report,  re¬ 
ferred  the  examination  of  its  con¬ 
tents  to  a  committee.  The  planters 
in  the  mean  time  had  not  delayed 
to  make  known  their  fituation  to 
their  friends  in  Paris,  who  publicly 
difowned  moft  of  the  fa  fits  listed 
in  the  report,  and  denied  that  the 
deliberations  of  the  colonial  afiem- 
bly  were  tainted  with  any  princi¬ 
ples  of  difobedience  to  the  law. 
On  the  contrary,  it  was  alleged 
that  the  planters,  admitting  the 
principle  of  the  decree,  which  they 
did  not  confider  as  a  pofitive  law, 
had  fent  it  to  a  committee  to  pro- 
pofe  fuch  regulations  in  its  execu¬ 
tion  as  Ihduld  obviate  the  evils 
which  would  refujt  from  an  imme- 
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diate  adoption  of  the  decree  to  its 
full  extent,  and  which  they  were 
perfuaded  would  necefiariiy  bring 
on  the  ruin  of  thefe  colonies,  as  it 
had  effected  the  deftrudion  of -the 
Weft  India  iflands ;  an  event  fo 
much  the  more  to  be  deprecated 
by  the  mother-country,  as  it  would 
inevitably  throw  there  iflands  into 
the  pofteflion  of  the  Englifh,  who, 
having  the  foie  dominion  of  the 
Indian  feas,  would  have  the  means 
of  excluding  France  from  any  fu¬ 
ture  intercourfe  with  that  part  of 
the  globe ;  whilft,  by  making  a  juft 
reprefentation  of  the  adual  ftate  of 
the  colonies  to  the  iegiflature,  and 
obtaining  fuch  regulations  as  their 
fituation  required,  the  decree  might 
be  eventually  put  into  execution, 
confident  with  the  profperity  of 
the  iflands,  and  be  made  even  fub- 
fervient  to  their  improvement. 

The  report  of  the  dreadful  cala¬ 
mities  which  had  deftroyed  nearly 
two-thirds  of  the  population  of  St. 
Domingo,  and  which  had  convert¬ 
ed  many  parts  of  that  fertile  region 
into  a  cieftrt,  which  had  changed 
the  defponding  (lave  into  the  re- 
morfeiefs  tyrant* covered  with  blood 
and  fpoils,  inftead  of  the  chains  of 
his  opprefiprs ;  all  thefe  internal 
evils,  the  mingled  refult  of  colonial 
obduracy  and  Jacobinical  reforma¬ 
tion,  aggravated  by  the  diforders 
which  that  colony  was  buffering 
from  the  ravages  of  a  foreign  ene¬ 
my,  led  the  directory  and  the  legis¬ 
lature  to  refled,  that  although  the 
fyftem  of  the  entire  abolition  of 
negro  fiaverv  was  founded  on  the 
principles  of  eternal  juftice,  the  in¬ 
cautious  application  of  thofe  prin¬ 
ciples  might,  as  experience  had 
taught,  become  the  fource  of  in¬ 
calculable  mifehiefs.  They  there¬ 
fore  wifely  fufpended  all  meafures 
refpeding  the  Mauritius,  the  aftem- 
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biles  of  which  colonies  foon  after 
Tent  a  formal  judificatory  memo¬ 
rial,  denying  fome  parts  of  the  ac- 
cufation  made  againft  them,  and 
extenuating  others.  They  repre¬ 
sented  that"  though  they  fhould  not 
attain  at  once  the  full  edablifhment 
of  liberty,  they  fliould  reach  it  fi¬ 
nally  without  convulfions;  that  for 
years  pad;  the  traffic  of  (laves  had 
been  forbidden  ;  that  two  or  three 
thoufand  were  annually  fet  at  liber¬ 
ty;  and  that  the  refractory  (laves, 
or  thofe  who  were  notorious  for  their 
immorality,  were  fent  out  of  the 
colonies.  They  difplayed  the  de- 
ftruCtive  tendency  of  an  immediate 
application  of  the  laws  to  their  full 
extent;  and  concluded  by  declaring 
their  unalterable  attachment  to  the 
republican  form  of  government,  and 
their  determination  of  yielding  obe¬ 
dience  to  its  conflitution  and  laws. 

(October  20th.)  The  directory 
foon  after  communicated  to  the 
council  the  report  made  to  them 
by  the  Commiffioners  who  had  been 
fent  early  in  the  fpring  to  St.  Do¬ 
mingo.  According  to  this  report, 
the  defolation  which  had  overipread 
this  colony  during  five  years  of 
roaffacre  and  anarchy,  had  now 
ceafed ;  the  Africans,  who  had  re¬ 
newed  their  outrages  from  the  ap- 
prehenfion  that  they  were  about  to 
be  reduced  to  their  former  (fate  of 
fervitude,  being  undeceived,  had 
returned  to  their  ufual  occupations 
and  labours;  and  they  hoped,  by 
the  next,  difpatches,  to  fend  the  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  the  conflitution  which 
had  been  put  in  force  at  Cayenne, 
which  colony  they  reprelented, 
from  their  correfpondence,  as  hav¬ 
ing  executed  the  decree  for  the  en¬ 
tire  abolition  of  flaverv,  and  as  re¬ 
maining  in  a  (late  of  eafe  and  pro- 
fperity. 

The  truth  of  this  report  was  not 
only  called  in  quedion,  but  pofi- 


25r 

tively  denied.  Some  members  of 
the  council  produced  letters,  and 
others  offered  to  produce  tedimony 
at  the  bar  of  the  houfe,  that  the 
boafled  prosperity  of  St.  Domingo 
confided  in  the  total  overthrow  of 
the  fortunes  of  the  proprietors. 
Some  of  the  emancipated  negroes 
were  clothed  with  the  fupreme  mi¬ 
litary  command  ;  and  others,  hav¬ 
ing  taken  poffeffion  of  the  mod 
wealthy  plantations,  expended  the 
produce  in  luxurious  fedivals,  at 
which  the  commiffioners  themfelves 
weregueds;  and  the  tyranny  which 
was  heretofore  exercifed  by  the 
planter,  was  now  more  inhumanly 
exercifed  by  the  (lave.  That  liberty 
which  was  their  undoubted  right, 
and  which,  if  properly  adminider- 
ed,  would  have  been  as  beneficial 
as  it  was  juft,  had  become  the  bane 
and  dedruCtion  both  of  the  planter 
and  the  African.  The  former,  who, 
by  an  obdinate  and  mercilefs  per- 
feverance  in  oppreffion,  had  op- 
pofed  and  counteracted,  from  the 
bepinninp  of  the  revolution,  every 
beneficent  attempt  of  the  degifla- 
ture  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of 
the  unfortunate  Have,  was  now 
cm  died  by  this  double  league 
againd  him ;  whild  the  African, 
ignorant  of  what  coriftituted  real 
li berry,  and  fet  loofe  at  once  from 
all  redraint,  felt  a  favage  third  for 
vengeance,  which  he  exercifed  with¬ 
out  controul. 

Santhonax  was  the  author  of  the 
liberties  of  the  negroes,  and  be¬ 
came,  in  fome  meafure,  the  director 
of  their  political  opinions.  In  the 
•  return  made  of  deputies  to  the  le- 
giflature  bv  the  electoral  aflemblies 
of  St,  Domingo,  were  found  the 
names  of  thofe  who,  both  in  the 
colonies  and  in  France,  had  been 
the  agents  or  the  abettors  of  the 
fvdem  of  terror.  Thefe  elections, 
a£  foon  as  the  return  was  made, 

were 
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were  declared  to  be  illegal,  fince 
the.  conftitution  did  not  permit  the 
colonies  to  exercife  this  right  till 
after  a  certain  period. 

The  doubts  which  had  been  ex- 
preffed  refpefling  the  flourifhing 
ftate  of  St.  Domingo  were  cleared 
up,  foon  after,  by  the  arrival  of 
later  accounts  containing  informa¬ 
tion  of  frefh  calamities  and  dif- 
orders.  The  negroes  had  revolt¬ 
ed,  not  againft  their  maflers  as 
heretofore,  but  againft  the  autho- 
riry  of  government,  had  maflacred 
them  chief,  and  Joined  the  enemy. 
The  conft'itutional  gift  of  bidden 
and  unlimited  liberty  had  excited, 
in  men  ftupificd  by  long  oppref- 
iion.  no  gratitude  or  emulation. 
On  toe  contrary.,  they  became  idle 
and  mutinous;  and  Santhonax,  who 
had  been  tneir  friend  and  protec¬ 
tor,  was  compelled,  on  account  of 
their  rebellion,  to  blue  a  proclama¬ 
tion  (aoth  of  Align  ft),  declaring  the 
northern  part  of  St.  Domingo  in 
danger,  and  taking  ftrong  revoluti¬ 
onary  meafures  to  reduce  t :be  rebels. 

The  colony  was  now  4  divided 
into  three  parts  ;  of  the  hid,  the 
Englifh  had  gained  poffeffion;  the 
font  hern  part  was  in  poffelTion  of 
the  insurgents,  who  had  declared 
taemlelves  independent,  of  the  com- 
million  and  the  republic;  and  the 
remainder,  comprehending  the  Fort 
be  i  six,  tee  GonaiVes,  and  their 
dependencies,  were  dill  under  the 
government  or  the  commiiTioners, 
who  had  fucc.eeded  in  reducing  the 
revolted  negroes  in  that  quarter; 
but  the  whole  of  the  colony  was  in 
a  yg-ite,  of  dij  order  and  defolation, 
r»qiC:.j  ieq Hired  the  fpeedy  lnter- 
poluion  of  a  wife  a n d  powerful 
adminihration,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  total  deftrudtion  of  this  fettle- 
rnent,  wnich  had  been  one  of  the 
principal  lburces  of.  the  wealth  of 
France,  and  which  precipitate  hu¬ 
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manity,  miffakmg  the  means  for 
tuL  end,  and  avaricious  cruelty, 
oppofing  every  alleviation  of  hu- 
.man  pnifery,  had  nearly  fucceeded 
in  bringing  to  utter  ruin. 

As  the  Weft  India  iflands  have 
been  thus  carnally  brought  under 
our  confederation,  and  as  fo  proper 
an  opportunity  may  not  again  oc- 
cui  01  explaining  their  lituation 
with  refpeft  to  Great  Britain,  we 
ftiall,  in  contrail  to  the  French  re- 
ports,  ftate  a  few  faffs,  which  we 
have  learned  from  good  authority 
on  the  other  fide.  7 

File  expedition  to  St.  Domingo 
op  the  part  of  the  Englifh  was  on. 
gin  ally  planned  by  fome  emigrants 
who  had  a  leading  intereft  in  Jere- 
ni!tj  the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac.  A 
fmall  party  under  colonel  Whit¬ 
lock  was  difpatched  with  orders 
not  to  attempt  a  landing  in  cafe  of 
any  appearance  of  reftftance.  The 
landing  was,  however,  effedfed  with¬ 
out  refinance,  in  the  month  of  Oc¬ 
tober  1793,  as  we  related  in  a  for¬ 
mer  volume.  Notwithftanding  this- 
flattering  appearance,  men  of  ex¬ 
pedience  and  judgment  have  enter¬ 
tained  great  doubts,  whether  their 
landing  there  at  all  was  a  wife  or 
'politic  meaiure.  When  the  irn- 
menfe  extent  of  the  bland  is  taken 
m-°  eon fi dei ation,  and  the  entire 
extirpation  of  the  colonial  fyftein 
oi  government  by  the  decree  for 
emancipation  of  the  negroes, 
the  difficulty  of  the  enterprize  is 
fuch,  that  fcarcelv  any  man  of  cool 
judgment  and  of  local  experience 
would  be  difpofed  to  approve  of  if. 
That 'the  European  powers  could 
be  indifferent  with  re  ip  eel  to  the 
fuccefs  of  Great  Britain  in  fuch  an 
undertaking,  was  fcarcelv  to  be  ima¬ 
gined.  1  hat  Spam  could  lee  with 
fiigid  apathy  tne  Englifh  in  poffef- 
hon  oi  both  tides  of  the  beft  chan¬ 
nel  to  their  important  territory  in 
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the  hay  of  Mexico,  or  that,  con- 
iidering  the  marked  jealoufy  with 
which  they  have  ever  regarded  the 
occupancy  of  Jamaica  by  this  rival 
nation,  they  could  concur  in  re¬ 
signing  to  its  power  the  dill  more 
important  and  formidable  bland  of 
St.  Domingo,  is  hardly  to  be  fup- 
pofed  ;  and  there  is  great  reafon  to 
believe  that  the  alliance  which  af¬ 
terwards  took  place  between  Spain 
and  France  was  greatly  promoted 
by  this  circumftance.  The  ceffion 
of  the  moiety  of  St.  Domingo  to 
the  latter  power  was  certainly  the 
effedt  of  this  jealoufy  ;  fince,  either 
as  a  commercial  or  naval  power,  the 
republic  of  France  was  lefs  formi¬ 
dable  to  the  Spaniards  than  Great 
Britain. 

Elated  by  falfe  hopes,  and  actu¬ 
ated  by  at  lead  miftaken  principles, 
the  Rritifh  troops  had  no  fooner 
obtained  a  firm  footing  at  Jeremie, 
than  the  commanders  entered  into 
negotiations  with  men  of  all  par¬ 
ties,  and  pledged  themfelves  to  trea¬ 
ties  with  individuals,  imoradcicable 
to  be  maintained.  In  the  mean 
time  the  little  army,  which  con¬ 
fided  of  only  500  men,  was  di- 
fper fed  in  fmail  parties  Over  the 
furface  of  the  bland,  with  little  re¬ 
gard  to  military  pofition.  Thus 
unable  to  afford  protection  to  their 
friends,  or  to  act  often  lively  again  ft 
the  enemv,  the  Englifh  troops  be- 
came  alike  objects  of  dlftruft  and 
hatred  to  both. 

•  After  a  confiderable  lapfe  of  "me, 
in  which  nothing  material  was  ei- 
fedted,  a  reinforcement  arrived  un¬ 
der  brigadier-general  White;  and 
..many  officers  expected  that  an  at¬ 
tack  upon  the  Cape  was  in  con¬ 
templation  ;  and,  indeed,  fbuated 
as  the  troops  then  were,  it  was 
probably  the  mod  advileable  mea- 
fure;  but  the  commanders  were  di¬ 
verted  from  this  by  a  different  pro- 


je£f.  Some  of  the  veffels  cruifing 
on  the  ftation  had  looked  into  the 
different  ports  ;  and  the  only  con¬ 
fiderable  prizes  that  were  to  be 
found,  were  obferved  at  Port-au- 
Prince.  In  the  hope  of  encouraging 
the  men  therefore  by  the  booty,  or 
from  fome  other  motive,  the  attack 
was  directed  againft  this  part.  The 
prizes  were,  indeed,  fecured;  but  an 
unfortunate  and  difgraceful  quarrel 
took  place  refpedfing  the  divifion  of 
the  fpoii,  which  greatly  impeded  and 
i  nj  u red  t he  ferv ice . 

A  long  period  of  inactivity  en- 
fued,  during  which  the  Englifti 
confined  their  efforts  entirely  to  a 
defend  ve  fyftem ;  the  reinforce¬ 
ments  which  arrived  from  England 
having  never  fupplied  the  iois  of 
men  in  confequence  of  the  fatal 
mortality  that  prevailed.  From  the 
month  of  October  1793,  when  they 
firft  landed  in  the  bland,  to  the 
month  of  March  following,,  the 
lofs  in  the  feveral  engagements,  or 
rather  lkirmifli.es,  did  not  exceed 
100;  but  the  vidHms  of  dlfe.afe 
were  upwards  of  6,000,  including 
130  officers.  Thus  reduced  in 
ftrength,  and  with  no  frefh  re- 
fources,  the  chief  dependence  was 
placed  upon  the  emigrants ;  but 
fuch  was  the  bad  faith  of  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  thefe,  that  government 
was  obliged  to  bribe  high  their 
own  prof  died  friends,  to  induce 
them  to  continue  fuch.  Thus  tire 
expence  of  treasure  was  enormous, 
and  the  annual  mortality  was  at 
leaf!  equal  to  the  annual  importa- 
tioii  of  troops  ;  in  other  words,  the 
deaths  were  always  equal  to  t her 
arrivals  :  thus,  the  pretended  friends 
of  the  Britiffr  government  were 
more  an  objed£  of  terror  and  fufpi- 


clon  than  the  enemv  who  attacked 
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them  ;  and  thus  the  Britifh  naval 
force  was  conftantly  employed  to 
their  own  Rations  in  order,. 

Is? 
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In  this  ftate  of  affairs  the  unfuc- 
cefsful  attempt  was  made  on  Leo- 
gane,  which  was  noticed  in  our 
lall  volume.  In  this  expedition  it 
appeared  the  Englifh  commanders 
had  been  grofsly  deceived  with  re- 
fpedVto  the  numbers  of  the  enemy, 
which  proved  to  be  at  lea  ft.  double 
what  they  had  expelled. 

The  next  expedition  that  was 
undertaken  was  agairlft  Bombard  ; 
the  motive  to  which  was  to  fupply 
the  Mole  with  provisions.  The  re¬ 
duction  of  this  place  coft  an  im- 
menfe  number  of  men;  and,  in- 
llead  of  being  able  to  fupply  the 
Mole,  it  was  found  neceffary  to 
fupply  it  from  thence,  at  infinite 
expence,  with  infinite  danger.  That 
the  Britifh  troops  fliould  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  retain  the  few  polls  they 
had  in  their  pofteftion,  and  yet  be 
utterly  difabled  from  undertaking 
any  olfenfive  operation,  is  a  Angu¬ 
lar  fituation  in  military  hiftory,  and 
can  only  be  accounted  for  from 
confidering  the  nature  of  the  ene¬ 
my  with  whom  they  have  to  con¬ 
tend,  and  his  probable  objeCts  and 
views.  To  comprehend  thefe,  it 
will  be  neceffary  to '  recoiled  the 
contefts  which  fir  ft  agitated  the 
ifland,  and  the  aCtors  and  parties 
in  thefe  contefts.  We  have  feen 
that  the  oppreflion  and  defpotic 
conduct  and  principles  of  the  white 
inhabitants  firll  roufed  the  people/ 
of  colour  to  refiftance.  That  refin¬ 
ance,  however,  was  barbarous,  was 
terrible.  No  fituation  can  be  con¬ 
ceived  more  dangerous  than  that  of 
a  nation  which  is  divided  into  two 
diftinCt  calls  or  claffes,  with  an  in- 
furmountable  bar  to  union  or  amity 
between  them;  and  the  danger  is 
proportionably  increafed,  when  the 
depreffed  party  confiderably  out¬ 
numbers  its  opprefiors.  When  that 
force  which  has  held  them  in  obe¬ 
dience,  whether  it  refult  from  opi¬ 


nion,  or  from  the  advantage  of  difci- 
pline,  is  removed,  a  (hocking  fcene 
will  inevitably  enfue ;  and  the 
wrongs  of  ages  will  be  avenged  in 
one  defperate  moment.  Such  was 
the  conflict  between  the  people  of 
colour  and  the  white  colonifls  of  St. 
Domingo  ;  the  latter  were  extirpated 
or  expelled ;  and  the  whole  power 
of  the'  ifland  confequently  veiled 
in  the  mulattoes,  the  negroes,  and 
the  lower  claffes  of  the  French  inha¬ 
bitants.  It  is  now  near  five  years 
fince  this  change  has  been  effected. 
The  fovereign  authority,  as  we  have 
juft  obferved,  has  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  fome  of  the  people  of 
colour;  the  negroes  who  had  been 
flaves,  have  been,,  for  the  great¬ 
er  part  of  that  period,  emanci¬ 
pated  from  4heir  chains,  and  the 
majority  of  them  trained  to  arms. 
If,  then,  we  confider  their  numbers, 
the  nature  of  the  country,  which  is 
fertile  in  refources,  and  full  of  de¬ 
files,  is  it  confillent  with  any  de¬ 
gree  of  probability  to  expeCt  that 
they  will  remain  long  fubjeCt  to  the 
controul  of  any  European  power? 
The  foil  fupplies  them,  with  little 
exertion,  with  every  neceffary;  their 
luxuries  they  receive  from  America 
in  exchange  for  their  fupCrfluous 
produce.  Thefe  confiderations  will 
probably  enable  us  to  account  for 
their  averfion  to  hoftile  operations 
in  this  war.  They  are  equally  fu- 
fpicious  of  the  Englilh  and  of  the 
French;  and  they  will  only  aflilt 
either  party  as  far  as  it  may  be  ne- 
celfary  to  keep  at  bay  the  other. 
Great  Britain  and  France  may.  ex- 
hauft  themfelves  in  vain  and  inef¬ 
ficient  contefts  in  this  fatal  fpot:  to 
whatever  party  victory  may  incline, 
the  Brigands  (as  they  are  termed)  will 
ultimately  remain  mailers  of  the  field. 

Thus  they  have  remained  con¬ 
tented  with  poffefting  the  whole  of 
the  interior,  without  wafting  their 

force 
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force  on  the  few  ports  which  the 
Englifli  have  occupied  on  the  coaft. 
They  mav  indeed  regard  it  as  a 
rtrcumrtance  favourable  to  their 
views,  that  there  is  a  Britifh  force 
lipon  the  ifland,  which  ferves  to 
Dccupv  and  amufe  their  more  for¬ 
midable  enemies,  the  French  go¬ 
vernment.  On  the  other  hand  the 
french  are  too  weak,  without  the 
ifliftance  of  the  Brigands,  to  dif- 
odge  the  Englifh  ;  and  if  they  did, 
:hev  would  only  have  a  more  ob- 
ftinate  and  defperate  warfare  to 
maintain.  In  a  word,  it  is  the  de¬ 
eded  opinion  of  the  belt  and  moll 
;ompetent  judges,  that  all  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  Europe  combined  could  not 
low  fruftrate  the  views  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  colour  there ;  and  that  a  few 
fears  will  prefent  us  with  the  new 
md  perhaps  formidable  phenome- 
lon  of  a  black  republic,  conflituted 
n  the  noble!!  ifland  of  the  weftern 
icean,  in  alliance  with  America, 
tnd  only  conneded  with  that  con¬ 
un  eh  t. 

On  the  fubjed  of  the  other  iflands 
ve  have  little  to  add,  except  a  fuller 
fatement  than  we  were  able  to  give 
:n  our  laft  volume,  of  the  nature, 
irigin,  and  conferences  of  the  re¬ 
volt  in  Grenada. 

From  various  circumflances,  the 
loffefiion  of  Grenada  by  the  Englifli 
might  be  confldered  as  lefs  precari- 
ius  than  that  of  St.  Lucia  and  fome 
ither  iflands,  fince  it  had  been  many 
fears  under  the  government  of  Great 
Britain ;  and  the  Englifli  fettlers  were 
numerous  and  opulent.  It  will  be 
'ecolleded  by  molt  perfons  who  are. 

:onverfant  in,  the  hirtorv  of  their 

✓ 

)\vn  times,  that  this  ifland  fubmit-' 
ed  to  the  Britifh  arms  in  1762,  and 
vas  ceded  to  that  government  by 
:he  peace,  which  was  concluded  in 
he  fucceeding  year.  By  an  ^xprefs 
tipulation,  the  inhabitants  wno 
:hofe  to  remain  in  the  ifland,  be¬ 
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came  inverted  with  all  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  Britirti  fubjeds  on  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance,  or  were  al¬ 
lowed  to  depart  with  their  pro¬ 
perty  within  a  limited  time.  The 
greater  part  of  them,  however,  re¬ 
mained;  they  were  indulged  alfo 
in  the  free  exercife  of  their  reli¬ 
gion  ;  and,  in  1768,  thefe  privi¬ 
leges  were  confirmed,  and  file  Bri- 
tifh  conftitution  eftabliflied  in  Gre¬ 
nada.  Of  all  defcriptions  of  men, 
we  have  often  had  occafion  to  re¬ 
mark,  the  mort  unfit  to  be  inverted 
with  any  degree  of  power  and  au¬ 
thority,  are  merchants  and  planters. 
As  their  education  is  neceflarily 
narrow  and  confined,  their  preju¬ 
dices  are  great  and  many;  felfifli, 
encroaching,  jealous,  and  implaca¬ 
ble,  they  naturally  form  into  fac¬ 
tions ;  and  the  worft  and  moft  in¬ 
tolerant  of  all  fadions  is  a  mer¬ 
cantile  fadion.  The  treatment 
which  the  adopted  fubjeds  expe¬ 
rienced  from  the  Britirti  fettlers,  was 
in  every  refped  illiberal  and  revolt¬ 
ing;  the  latter  were  generally  abetted 
in  all  their  meafures  of  opprellion 
by  the  Britirti  governors  and  com- 
manders,  and  particularly  by  thofe 
appointed  fince  the  unfortunate  ac- 
ceflion  to  office  of  Mr.  Pitt.  The 
adopted  fubjeds,  that  is,  all  thofe 
who  were  of  French  defcent,  were, 
according  to  the  account  of  an 
Englirti  planter  who  has  publiflied 
a  very  candid  narrative  of  the  in- 
furredion,  u  completely  diverted  of 
all  political  rights  as  Britirti  fub¬ 
jeds  ;  their  churches  and  glebe 
lands,  of  which  they  had  held  the 
undirturbed  porteflion  for  upwards 
of  twenty  years  under  the  Britirti 
government,  were  taken  forcibly 
from  them.”  Every  harfli  and  ir¬ 
ritating  meafure  that  could  be 
adopted,  was  put  in  force  againrt: 
them  ;  and,  long  previous  to  the 
infurredion,  they  had  lived  in  a 

Hate 
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Bate  of  litter  feclufion  from  the 
Britifh  colonies. 

Thus  circumffanced,  vye  cannot 
wonder  that  the  minds  of  th#fe 
men,  who  were  the  ancient  inha¬ 
bitants,  and  the  moil  refpeclahle 
of  the  colony,  were  prepared  for 
a  revolt,  which  to  them  appeared 
no  more  than  the  reclaiming  of  their 
legal  privileges,  and  ajuft  re fi fiance 
to  the  rude  hand  of  mercantile  tv- 
ranny.  On  the  night  of  the  2d 
^of  March  1795,  therefore,  the  dif- 
affedted  party,  chiefly  confiffing  of 
the  old  French  inhabitants,  and  the 
people  of  colour,  commenced  their 
operations  in  two. diyihons :  that  on 
the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifland  feized  and 
plundered  the  town  of  Grenville; 
in  the  cofttefl  eleven  of  the  Englifn 
inhabitants  fell  by  the  fwords  of 
the.  natives  and  mulattoes  ;  and,  at 
break  of  day,  the  victorious  party 
repaired  to  their  pre-concerted  place 
of  rendezvous  at  lielvidere,  a  coffee 
eflate  in  the  occupation  of  a  mu¬ 
latto  planter  of  the  name  of  Fedon, 
which  was  fituated  nearly  in  the 
centre  of  the  bland  1  the  other  par¬ 
ty  feized  Gouyave  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  but  appear  to  have  a  died  upon 
better  and  more  humane  principles; 

.  for  they,  put  not  a  fingie  man  to 
death,  and  contented  themfelves 
with  making  prifoners  of  the  Eng- 
lifli  inhabitants.  In  the  morning; 

.  O 

they  were  joined  by  feveral  of  the 
moil  independant  of  the  adopted 
fubjedls ;  and,  in  the  eourfe  of  the 
day,  the  lieutenant-governor,  Mr. 
Home,  and  fome  of  the  principal 
inhabitants,  who  attempted  to  come 
round  from  La  Fortune  to  Fort 
George  in  a  final  1  (loop,  were  pur- 
fued  by  a  party  of  mulattoes  in  a 
canoe,  and  captured. 

By  the  ill-concerted  and  vifion- 
Sry  expeditious  againft  the  French 
iflands,  the  garrifon  in  Fort  George 
Jxad?  been  reduced  to  20Q  effective 
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men ;  and  in  that  fplrlt  of  fatfe 
confidence  which  has’  uniformly 
c.haradlerized  Mr.  Pitt’s  admini-  ; 
Brat  ion,  the  fortifications,  which - 
had  coB  the  government  at  leaft- 
300,000b  had  been  Buffered  to  get 
to  ruin.  It  was  not  till  the  5th  of 
March  that  a  fmall  detachment  of 
90  militia  and  40  regulars  could 
be  muttered  for  the  purpofe  of  at-' 
tacking  the  rebel  camp  at  Belvi- 
dere ;  and  a  fmall  party  was  di-  ’ 
{patched  at  the  fame  time  to  Gren- 
ville.  After  many  difaBers  and  de¬ 
lays,  the  two  parties  were  enabled 
to  form  a  junction  at  Gouyave 
on  the  8th ;  but  they  were  foon- 
obliged  to  retreat,,  and  totally  to 
evacuate  that' place.  In  this  de- 
fperate  fituation,  the  prefident  of  the 
council  publifhed  a  proclamation/ 
offering  a  reward  of  49b  to  “  any 
perfon  who  fbould  bring  in  any  of 
the  infurgents  dead  or  alive,”  —  a 
proclamation  calculated  not  only 
to  authorize,  but  to  tempt  men  tor- 
murder  and  perjury  ;  and  this  im¬ 
prudent  proclamation,  to  give  it 
no  worfe  a  name,  was  carried  into- 
effect  the  very  day  it  was  iffued  s', 
for  a  difpute  having  arifen  between 
two  negroes,  it  is  uncertain  on  what- 
fubjebl,  one  of  them  accufed  the 
other  of  having  been  at  the  rebel 
camp  ;  and  without  further  invefti- 
gation  the  unfortunate  man  was?- 
hanged  in  lefs  than  two  hours  after 
the  accufation  was  preferred,  and1 
the  informer  received  the  reward; 
This,  it  is  remarked,  was  u  the  firft 
blood  which  was  coolly  and  deli¬ 
berately  (hed,v  in  this  unfortunate 
conteft ;  feveral  others  were  after-* 
wards  put  to  death  in  a  fimilar 
manner,  though  the  revolt ers',  the- 
very  day  after  the  infurrettion,  had 
fent  a  flag,  declaring,  that  “  if  any 
injury  fliould  be  offered  to  their 
friends  or  relations,  they  would- re-v 
tattate  on  their  prifoners.5?  11 
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On  the  1 2th,  general  Lindfay  ar- 
lved  from  Martinico;  on  the  14th 
le  was  joined  by  a  fmail  reinforce- 
nent  of  150  men  from  Martinico  ; 
md,  on  the  following  day,  marched 
vith  his  whole  force,  about  750 
nen,  for  Gouyave.  In  the  mean 
ime  the  infurgents  had  received 
onfiderable  acceliions  of  force, 
nd  Fedon  affumed  the  command 
nder  colour  of  a  commiffion  from 
iCtor  Hugues.  Before  the  Britilh 
eneral,  however,  was  enabled  to 
ike  any  effe&ive  meafures  for  dif- 
xlging  them  from  their  flrong 
10ft  at  Belvidere,  he  put  an  end  to 
is  own  exiftence  on  the  22d  of 
darch;  according  to  fome,  in  the 
eiirium  of  a  fever,  occalioned  by 
he  inclemency  of  the  climate ;  and, 
ccording  to  others,  in  diltrefs  of 
aind  at  the  calamitous  Iituation  in 
idiich  he  was  placed. 

The  cruelty  and  imprudence  of 
he  Englifh  colonids  now  feem  to 
lave  impelled  the  infurgents  to  put 
d  force  their  threats  of  retaliation. 
iM.  Alexandre,  afnative  of  France, 
yho  had  never  taken  the  oath  of  al¬ 
liance  to  the  Britilh  government, 
lad  been  fent  by  the  infurgents  to 
rrinidada  to  purchafe  liores,  &rc. 
>ut  was  taken  in  his  paffage  by  the 
Lefource  frigate ;  and  was  tried 
nd  executed,  with  many  circum- 
tances  of  cruelty,  on  the  parade 
tr  St.  George’s.  The  immediate 
onfequence  of  this  intemperate 
ft  of  almolt  favage  vengeance, 
pas,  that  the  Britifli  prifcners 
pere  fliot  by  the  rebels  on  the 
xth  day  after  the  execution  of  M. 
Uexandre. 

On  the  2d  of  April  a  detach- 
nent  from  Barbadoes  of  1250  were 
anded  at  Gouyave;  and,  on  the 
'th  of  the  fame  month,  the  in- 
urgents  received  a  fu.pplv  of  arms 
nd  ammunition  by  a  fchooner 
rom  Guadaloupe.  On  the  $th  the 
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rebel  camp  at  Belvidere  was  attack¬ 
ed  by  the  Britifh,  who,  however, 
were  forced  to  retreat  with  the  lofs 
of  upwards  of  100  men  in  killed  and 
wounded.  On  the  14th,  brigadier- 
general  Nichols  was  fent  from  Mar¬ 
tinico  to  affume  the  command,  which 
he  did  on  the  16th.  He  immediately 
proceeded  to  vifit  the  camp  before 
Belvidere;  and  perceiving  that  the 
Iituation  was  not  favourable  to  his 
views,  he  withdrew  the  troops,  and 
determined  to  drive  the  enemy  from 
Pilot  Hill,  where  they  were  polled 
in  confiderable  force. 

An  engagement  took  place  oil 
the  2 2d  between  a  party  of  the 
Britifh  polled  at  the  obfervatory 
under  major  Wright,  and  the  in¬ 
furgents,  in  which  the  latter  were 
put  to  flight.  In  the  mean  time 
the  general  was  adopting  the  only 
mode  that  could  be  adopted  to  fave 
the  ifland,  that  of  embodying  the 
mofl  faithful  and  able  negroes.  On 
the  26th  the  camp  at  Belvidere  was 
evacuated;  and  Pilot  Hill  was  taken 
polTeflion  of  on  the  4th  of  May;  the 
enemy  having  abandoned  it  in  the 
courfe  of  the  night,  on  observing 
the  preparations  made  for  the  at¬ 
tack.  From  the  inadequate  force, 
however,  under  his  command,  and 
the  ravages  of  the  fever,  general 
Nichols  was  obliged  to  remain  in¬ 
active  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year;  and,  as  the  infurgents  were 
either  not  lirong  "or  not  enter- 
priling,  nothing  occurred  but  a  few 
Ikirmilhes  of  no  importance.  The 
general,  however,  fucceeded  in  elia- 
blifhing  polls  at  Grenville,  St.  Pa¬ 
trick’s,  St.  David’s,  and  Charlotte 
Town;  and,  by  this  arrangement* 
the  principal  harbours  were  fecured, 
and  the  infurgents  precluded  from 
a  communication  with  the  fea. 
In  this  dill  railed  Hate  the  ifland 
continued,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  the 
planters;  while,  in  the  month  of 
R  June, 
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June,  they  had  the  mortification  to 
fee  the  reinforcements  from  Eng¬ 
land,  which  might  have  afforded 
them  immediate  relief,  abfurdly 
thrown  away  on  the  vifionary  pro¬ 
ject  of  conquering  St.  Domingo. 
General  Vaughan  himfelfis  laid  to 
have  lamented  the  ftate  of  the  iffand 
at  this  crifis,  and  to  have  enter¬ 
tained  not  the  moft  favourable  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  wifdom  of  minifters. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1796,  general  Nichols  was  enabled 
to  refume  adlive  operations ;  and 
having  received  fome  reinforce¬ 
ments,  he  attacked  the  French  at 
Port  Royal  in  the  beginning  of 
March,  once  without  luceefs,  and 
with  confiderable  lofs ;  but,  in  a 
fecond  and  more  defperate  attempt, 
he  carried  their  works  by  ftorm. 
The  daughter  muff  have  been  great 
and  horrible,  as  only  fix  prifoners 
were  taken.  The  lofs  of  the  Britilli 
was  trifling.  After  this  fignal  de¬ 
feat,  the  infurgents  were  every 
where  routed  and  compelled  to  fub- 
mit  ;  and  the  iffand  has  lince  en 
joyed  a  tolerable  ffate  of  tranquil¬ 
lity.  Of  the  fate  of  Fedon,  nothing 
has  been  with  certainty  known  :  it 
was  long  rumoured  that  he  ftill  re¬ 
mained  in  the  woods  at  the  head 
of  a  fmall  party  ;  but  it  is  moft  prow 
bable  that  he  fell  a  vidtim  to  the 
Inclemency  of  the  climate,  and  the 
miferable  ffate  to  which,  as  a  fugi¬ 
tive,  he  M’as  expofed. 

The.  other  perfons  who  were  ef- 
teemed  principals  in  the  infurrec- 
tion,  voluntarily  furrendered  them- 
felves,  after  the  reduction  of  the 
iff  and,  to  general  Nichols,  who-  im¬ 
mediately  fent  them  to  be  tried  by 
the  civil  power.  On  the  20th  of 
June,  fifty  of  thefe  unfortunate  per¬ 
fons  were  put  to  the  bar ;  and  the 
whole  fifty,  upon  the  identification 
of  their  perfons,  were  immediately 
condemned.  On  the  iff  of  July 


fourteen  were  executed  on  the  pa¬ 
rade,  in  the  town  of  St.  George; 
and  the  remainder  were  refpitcd. 
We  earneftly  hope  that  jitftice  was 
properly  tempered  with  mercy  in 
thefe  proceedings,  fince  there  is  no¬ 
thing  which  fo  diftionours  even  the 
faireft  caufe  as  a  fanguinary  fpirit. : 

The  reduction  of  the  iffand  of 
St.  Lucia  under  the  Britifh  govern-’ 
ment  was  effected  in  the  month  of 
May  by  the  troops  under  general 
Abercrombie,  but  not  without  con¬ 
fiderable  reliftance  on  the  part  of 
the  French  and  infurgents.  Gene- 
ral  Abercrombie,  in  the  beginning 
of  May,  made  a  formal  attack  on 
the  Morne  Fortune;  but,  from  fe- 
veral  untoward  circumftances,  the 
plan  failed  in  the  execution,  and 
the  troops  retired  to  their  former 
pofition.  In  his  next  attack,  how¬ 
ever,  he  was  more  fuccefsful;  for, 
on  the  24th  of  the  fame  month, 
early  in  the  morning,  he  was  fo 
fortunate  as  to  lodge  a  confiderable 
body  of  forces  within  five  hundred 
yards  of  the  fort,  which  he  affailed 
with  fpirit  and  vigour.  Upon  the 
evening  of  that  day,  the  French 
defirea  a  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities 
till  the  next  day  at  noon ;  in  the 
mean  time  a  capitulation  was  agreed 
on  for  the  whole  iffand ;  and,  on  the 
26th,  the  garrifon,  to  the  amount 
of  2,000  men,  furrendered  prifon¬ 
ers  of  war. 

The  fate  of  St.  Vincent’s,  as  we 
intimated  in  our  preceding  volume, 
depended  greatly  upon  that  of  St. 
Lucia;  and,  as  the  opponents  to 
the  Britifh  arms  were  chiefly  a 
horde  of  undifciplined  favages,  they 
became  an  eafy  conqueft,  and  were 
prefently  lubdued.  ’ 

In  our  laff  volume  w.e  gave  a  fhort 
fketch  of  the  infurredifon  of  the  Ma¬ 
roons  in  Jamaica,  coliedfed  from  the 
only  fource  of  information  which 
thenlay  open  to  us,  the  debates  which 
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id  t&ken  place  in-  the  Britifh  par- 
rnient.  As  thole  debates  chiefly 
irned  upon  the  authority  of  a  pri- 
ite  letter,  we  then  intimated  our 
>ubts  with  refpedt  to  the  accuracy 
:  the  ftatement,  which  we  expelled 
rther  information  would  enable 
;  to  corredt.  That  information 
ls  fince  been  both  amply  and  ably 
;d  before  the  public  by  Mr.  Bryan 
iwards,  the  laborious  and  well- 
formed  author  of  the  Hiftory  of 
e  Weft  Indies.  By  theftatement  of 
is  gentleman,  it  appears,  from  the 
saty  concluded  in  1738  by  gover- 
>r  Trelawnev  with  the  Maroons, 
at,  contrary  to  the  hafty  afler- 
>ns  of  fome  members  in  the  houfe 
r  commons,  the  Maroons  w  ere, 
r  every  offence  againft  the  white 
habitants,  to  be  delivered  up  to 
e  common  courfe  of  juftice  in  the 
and,- — that  thefe  people  exifted  in 
e  moft  depraved  ftate  of  barba- 
fm,. —  and  that  in  the  month  of 
jly •  1795,  two  Maroons  having 
>mmitted  a  felony  were  appre- 
mded,  tried  by  a  jury  at  Montego 
ly,  and  fentenced,  according  to 
w,  to  be  whipped;  which  fentence 
as  inflidfed  in  the  ufual  manner  by 
e  black  overfeer  of  the  workhoufe 
Jgroes,  whofe  office  it  is  to  inflidt 
imfhment  on  fuch  occafions. 

On  the  return  of  the  offenders  to 
relawney  town,  the  principal  Ma- 
>on  fettlement,  the  whole  body  of 
laroons  affembled;  and  after  fome 
multuous  debates,  they  determin- 
1  to  fend  a  written  defiance  to  the 
agiftrates  of  Montego  Bay,  adding 
iat  thev  intended  to  attack  the 
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'wn  on  the  20th  of  July.  The  mi- 
da  affembled  on  the  19th  ;  but  the 
irties  were  prevented  from  pro- 
ceding  to  extremities  by  the  Ma- 
>ons  defiring  a  conference  with  the 
iagiffrates,  in  the  courfe  of  which 
ie  matters  in  difpute  were  fettled 
y  the  apparent  fatisfadtion  of  all 
ancerned. 
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Mr.  Edwards,  however*,  afferts 
that  the  Maroons,  in  defiring  this 
conference,  were adtuated  folelv  bv 
motives  of  treachery  ;  that  they 
knew  that  the  principal  part  of  the 
regular  force  on  the  ifland  was  to 
fail  on  the  26th  for  St.  Domingo  ; 
and  that  they  immediately  began  to 
tamper  with  the  negro  Haves,  and  to 
feduce  them  from  their  allegiance. 
Serioufly  and  juftly  alarmed  at  this 
information,  as  the  fleet  had  already 
failed,  lord  Balcarras  loft  no;  time 
in  difpatehing  after  it  a  fwift- failing 
veffel,  which  was  fortunate  enough 
to  overtake  it  on  the  fecond  ofAu- 
guft;  and  on  the  fourth,  one  thou¬ 
sand  men  under  col.  Fitch  difem- 
barked  from  the  transports  in  Mon¬ 
tego  Bay. 

The  war  now  formally  com¬ 
menced,  though  it  appears  that 
there  was  a  confiderable  party 
among  the  Maroons,  themfelves 
averfe  to  hoftility.  On  the  12th 
of  Auguft,  on  the  approach  of  the 
Britifh  troops,  the  Maroons  with¬ 
drew  from  the  new  town:  but  they 
employed  this  manoeuvre  merely  as 
a  feint,  to  draw  their  opponents  into 
an  ambufcade,  where  the  confiid 
proved  fatal  to  the  Britifh  command¬ 
er,  col.  Ssndford,  and  a  confi dur¬ 
able  number  of  his  party..  After 
this  affair,  the  Maroons  eftabMfhed 
their  head-quarters  at  a  poll  which 
w>as  almoft  inacceffible,  called  the 
Cockpits,  whence  at  different  times 
they  difpatched  fmall  parties,  wffio 
condudfed  this  defultory  warfare 
with  the  ufual  cruelty  of  barbarians. 
Col.  Fitch,  wffio  fucceededcol.  Sand- 
ford  in  the  command,  followed  him 
like  wife  in  his  fate,  and  fell  a  facri- 

fice  to  this  vvilv  and  adtiv£  enernv  in 
*  ^ 

an  ambufcade. 

The  general  affembly  was  con¬ 
vened  in  September;  and  .in  fucn 
circumftances  it  w?as  natural  to  re¬ 
cur  to  paft  experience  for  a  prece¬ 
dent  to  govern  their  conduct.  It- was 
R  2  found 
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found  that  in  the  long  and  bloody- 
war  which  had  been  carried  on 
previous  to  the  treaty  of  1738,  a 
certain  fpecies  of  dogs  had  been 
employed,  to  difcover  the  conceal- 
.  ment  of  the  Maroons,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  fatal  effects  refulting  from 
their  ambufcades.  By  a  refolutson 
therefore  of  the  affembly,  an  order 
was  Cent  to  Cuba  to  procure  ahum 
dred  dogs,  accompanied  with  a  pro¬ 
per  number  of  Spanifh  chaffeurs: 
but  in  the  mean  time  fuch  meafures 
were  purfued  as  promifed  to  render 
their  afli fiance  11  nneceffary.- — By  the 
indefatigable  zeal  and  adivity  of 
gen.  Walpole,  who  fucceeded  col. 
Fitch  in  the  command,  the  Maroons 
were .  completely  hemmed  in,  and 
the  pafies  to  other  parts  of  the  coun¬ 
try  were  effectually  fecured.  From 
the  want  of  a  fupply  of  water,  and 
the  terror  which  the  rumours,  pro¬ 
pagated  concerning  the  dogs,  had 


infpired,  the  Maroons  were  one 
more  therefore  induced  to  conclud 
a  treaty:  and  Mr.  Edwards  add 
that  u  not  a  drop  of  blood  was  file 
44  after  the  dogs  arrived. ” 

In  confequence  of  the  treaty,  tl 
Maroons  furrendered,  and  with  the 
wives  and  families  were  removed  i 
the  month  of  June  following  t 
Lower  Canada,  where  lands  wei 
provided  for  them,  and  where  the 
are  to  form  a  free,  and,  we  hope, 
flourifhing  fettlemenf. 

We  are  happy  to  be  enabled,  c 
fuch  good  authority,  to  correct  tl 
hafly  fhetch  of  thefe  proceeding 
which  we  gave  in  our  lafl  volun 
from  the  debates  of  parliament.  - 
Whatever  may  be  our  private  fent 
ments,  our  readersmay depend  upc 
it,  that  truth  will  ever  be  our  fir  ft  of 
je£t,  and  that  nothing  can  be  moi 
oppofite  to  our  wifhes  and  intei 
tions,  than  tomis-ffate  a  fingle  faf 
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Laws  prohibiting  the  Introduction  of  Engl  if  Manufactures  into  Holland Franc 
and  Spain .  •  Ad-kef  on  of  the  Genoefe  to  the  French.  Evacuation  of  Corftc< 

Peace  concluded  with  Naples  and  Parma.  Negotiations  with  the  Pop 
Formation  of  the  Cifpadane  Republic.  Attack  of  the  French  on  New  fount 
land.  Capture  cf  the  Dutch  Fleet  at  the  Cate  cf  Good  Hope .  Defeat  of  t 
Imperialijts  at  Neuwied.  Battle  of  Ar  cole.  Defeat  of  General  Alvinzi.  Sta 
of  Finances.  Regulations  refpeCUng  the  Lift  of  Emigrants.  Refufal  of  i. 
Directory  to  admit  the  American  Ambajfcidor.  Recall  of  the  French  An 
bajfador  from  the  United  States .  Negotiation  of  the  Englijh  Gove  mine 
with  the  Directory  for  Peace.  Failure  of  the  Negotiation .  Affairs  1 
Holland.  Failure  of  the  projeCled  Defcent  of  the  French  on  Ireland.  21 
Pope  forms  an  Alliance  with  the  Emperor  o  f  Germany ,  and  makes  warli . 
Preparations.  Formation  of  the  confederated  Cities  South  of  the  Po  into  o< 
Republic.  Conftiiution  of  Geneva.  Siege  of  Kehl.  Gallantry  of  the  Fr cm 
General  Defaix.  Surrender  of  Kehl.  Reflections  on  the  Campaign .  Gen 
ral  State  of  Europe.  Death  of  the  Fmprefs  of  Ruff  a.  Concluding  Oi 
fervations.  >  ■  .. 

ALTHOUGH  every  power  in  fiuenc.e  of  the  republic,  Engla11 
Europe  had  felt,  in  a  greater  had  hitherto,  except  in  the  acci 
or  lefs  degree,  the  force  of  the  muiatson  of  debt  and  the  derang* 

French  arms  or  the  diplomatic  in-  ment  of  her  finances,  fuffered  tl 

lea 
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lead  inconvenience  from  the  war. 
Various  had  been  the  plans  of  an¬ 
noyance  againft  that  country  pro¬ 
jected  by  the  French ;  but  all  had 
hitherto  been  delayed,  or  fet  afide 
as  inadequate  or  impracticable,  till 
it  was  fuggeded  that  the  molt  ef¬ 
fectual  mode  of  oppoling  England 
with  advantage,  lince  the  French 
could  not  themfelves  from  the  in* 
feriority  of  their  naval  force  injure 
her  commerce,  was  to  Ihut  out  her 
manufactures  from  every  port  in 
Europe.  The  proclamation  ilfued 
by  the  Englifh  minifter,  permitting 
the  exportation  of  goods  to  the  Ne¬ 
therlands  and  the  United  Provinces, 
led  the  Dutch  convention  to  iffue 
a  counter-proclamation,  forbidding, 
under  fevere  penalties,  the  entry  of 
fuch  goods  into  the  Dutch  repub¬ 
lic,  and  calling  on  their  country¬ 
men,  by  every  principle  of  honour, 
as  well  as  eventual  intered,  to  abf- 
tain  from  this  commerce.  They 
obferved,  in  their  report,  that  the 
precar'ous  benefit  offered  them  was 
the  fruit  of  the  perfidy  and  rapine 
which  the  Englifh  government  had 
exercifed  towards  them ;  that  this 
lafl  infult  ought  to  be  repelled  with 
indignation,  as  compliance  with  it 
would  only  be  favouring  the  de- 
ugns  of  the  enemy,  fmce  the  only 
motive,  the  Englifh  government 
could  have  for  this  aCf  of  apparent¬ 
ly  relaxed  hodility,  was  that  of 
feeking  to  exhaud  Holland  of  its 
ready  money  to  fatisfy  its  own  ne- 
ceflities,  and  thereby  facilitate  the 
means  of  continuing  the  war. 

The  Dutch  government  impart¬ 
ed  their  refolution  to  the  directory, 
requiring  them  to  adopt  the  fame 
mode  with  refpeCt  to  France,  which, 
with  their  advice,  they  had^adopted 
m  Holland.  Though  the  law  made 
m  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
terror,  forbidding  the  importation 
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repealed,  it  had  been  for  fome  time 
altogether  unheeded ;  the  French 
having  found  certain  advantages  in 
the  clandeftine  commerce  carried 
on- 'with  England.  They  were  aifo 
unwilling  to  Check  privateering, 
by  means  of  which  they  furiiifhed 
themfelves  with  colonial  produc¬ 
tions  at  a  cheap  rate ;  and  they  were 
therefore  tardy  in  fubmitting  them¬ 
felves  to  the  obligation  they  had 
in  fome  meafure  imppfed  oil  the 
Dutch ;  nor  w^as  it  until  the  Dutch 
government  threatened  to  repeat 
their  prohibitory  decree,  that  *  the 
directory  fent  a  meflage  to  the 
council,  requefting  their  confid^ra- 
tion  of  the  proportions  laid  before 
them  on  that  fuhjeCf.  Thefe  pro¬ 
portions  included  not  only  the  pro¬ 
hibition  of  any  future  importation 
of  Englifh  goods,  but  extended  it 
to  thofe  already  imported  into  the 
republic,  enjoining  the  owners  to 
make  a  report  of  what  flock  they 
held,  and  to  re-export  it.  Several 
compulfory  refolutions  were  pro- 
pofed,  on  the  22d  of  OCfober,  to 
enforce  this  meafure,  fuch  as  domi¬ 
ciliary  vifits  andfeizures;  and  the 
earnednefs  with  which  the  o-overn- 
ment  urged  the  council  to  pafs  the 
law,  by  repeated  melfages  on  the 
danger  of  delay,  feemed  to  indicate 
that  the  fanClion  of  the  legiflature 
wras  a  point  of  the  lad  importance. 
Some  of  the  proportions  were 
warmly  oppofed,  fuch  as  that  of 
feizing  goods  already  imported,  on 
the  fcore  of  the  immorality  of  vio¬ 
lating  the  property  of  individuals 
bv  an  ex-poft. faCto  law ;  and  alfo 
that  of  an  infringement  of  the  con- 
flitution  in  violating  the  fafety  of 
perfons  in  the  permiffion  of  domi¬ 
ciliary  vifits.  But  as  all  parties  con* 
curred  in  the  principle  of  the  de¬ 
cree,  Which  was  that  of  injuring, 
in  the  mod  effential  manner,  the 
CQmmerge,  and  diminifliing  the  re¬ 
ft  3  venues . 
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vertues  of  England.,  if  patted  by  a 
confiderable  majority. 

'  This  new  fyftem  of  hofiilities 
was  carried  into  execution  through- 
out  the  greater  part  of  Europe. 
The  Englitti  manli  failures  found 
no  entrance  into  any  port  from  the 
Elbe  to  the  Adriatic,  five  thofe 
of  Portugal.  Spain,  by  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  war,  had  entered  partly  into 
the  plan  ;  and,  on  the  fuggettion  of 
the  French,  was  prepared  to  fol¬ 
low  their  Heps.  Genoa,  after  re¬ 
peated  ftruggles  to  keep  her  neu¬ 
trality  refpefled,  placed  unfortu¬ 
nately  between  three  great  powers, 
thofe  of  England,  Auftria,  and 
France,  and  her  territory  violated 
fucceffively  by  each,  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  yield  to  the  urgent  re- 
monflrances  of  the  French  repub¬ 
lic,  and  by  a  fofmal  treaty  (on 
October  9th)  agreed  to  fliut  up 
her  ports  againft  the  Engiilh.  Leg¬ 
horn  was  in  potteffion  of  the  re¬ 
publican  troops,  as  we  have  already 
related ;  and  the  Englitti  found 
themfelves  confined  in  the  Medi¬ 
terranean  to  the  potteffion  of  the 
Ittand  of  Elbe,  before  Leghorn,  to 
which  they  retreated  when  expelled 
from  that  city.  Their  Italian  al¬ 
lies,  the  pope  and  the  king  of 
Naples,  were,  by  the  conditions  of 
the  arrmftice  with  the  French  -re¬ 
public,  circumfcribed  in  their 
means  of  affording  affiftance.  Cor- 
fica  was  alfo  at  this  period  (15th 
of  October)  evacuated  by  the 
Englitti,  who,  having  taken  pof- 
feflion  of  it  at  a  time  when  the  ty¬ 
ranny  of  the  jacobins  had  fubjeft- 
ed  France,  had  found  the  lefs  re- 
fi  fiance  in  re-ettablifhing  the  forms 
of  monarchical  government.  While 
Spain  and  Italy  remained  faithful 
to  the  coalition,  .and  the  French 
were  menaced  in  their  ports  by  the 
fleets  of  thefe  combined  powers, 


Corfica  fubmitted  to  the  Britifli 
crowm,  not  having  at  that  period 
the  choice  of  an  alternative.  But 
when  thefe  powers  were  either  neu- 
traiifed  by  the  fuccefs  of  the  French 
armies  in  Italy,  or  become  hoftile 
to  their  former  allies  by  forming 
new  combinations  with  the  French, 
whom  they  had  joined  to  extir¬ 
pate, — the  Corficans,  whole  love  of 
independence  had  already  been  the 
favourite  theme  of  poets  apd  hifto- 
rians,  once  more  felt  and  cherifhed 
the  generous  flame. 

For  fome  time  the  deliverance 
of  Corfica  had  been  in  contempla¬ 
tion  ;  nor  copld  the  vigilance  of 
the  viceroy  hinder  fuch  commu¬ 
nications,  or  his  authority  fupprefs 
fuch  tendencies  to  infurreftion,  as 
were  fufficient  to  mark  the  difpo- 
fitions  of  his  newly-acquired  fub- 
jefts.  While  the  French  were 
forming  plans,  the  execution  of 
which  was  checked  by  the  fuperio- 
rity  of  the  Englitti  naval  force,  the 
Corficans  were  employed  in  find¬ 
ing  means  how  to  co-operate  with 
their  former  countrymen,  and  fhake 
off  their  new  allegiance.  The  vice- 
roy,  who  knew  how  to  eftimate  the 
alternately  fubtle  and  ftubborn  po- 
liti  cs  of  thefe  i (landers,  did  not 
wait  the  explofion,  but  gave  notice 
that  he  was  going  to  withdraw  his 
troops,  and  along  with  them  the 
kingly  government  he  had  come  to 
eftablitti.  The  Corficans  fcarcely 
waited  the  withdrawing  of  the 
Englitti  troops,  before  they  form¬ 
ed  themfelves  into  primary  attem- 
blies  to  fend  deputies  to  the  com- 
jirmfioners  in  Italv,  to  diveft  them- 
felves  of  their  title  of  fubjedls  to 
the  king  of  England,  and  “  fwear 
allegiance  to  liberty,’’  as  citizens  of 
the  French  republic. 

The  negotiation  which  during 
the  fu mmer  had  been  carrried  on 
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between  the  republic  and  Naples, 
and  which  had  been  pur fued  or  in¬ 
terrupted  by  the  latter  power  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  difadvantages  or  victories 
of  the  republican  troops  in  Italy, 
was  brought  to. a  termination  on  the 
25th  October,  by  a  definitive  treaty 
of  peace.  The  politics  of  the  Ne¬ 
apolitan  cabinet  were  completely 
under  the  influence  of  that  of  A11- 
ftria ;  and  thole  who  fuperintended 
its  operations  had  caufes  of  .per- 
fonal  enmity  towards  the  French, 
which  only  belonged  to  the  branch¬ 
es  of  that  houfe.  The  interpola¬ 
tion  of  Spain,  and  the  poffibility 
that  the  French  might  fucceed  in 
fixing  their  power  in  Italy,  tem¬ 
pered  that  irritability  which  was 
ready  to  break  out  on  every  occa¬ 
sion,  and  which  the  refentments  of 
a  vain  and  capricious  queen,  aided 
by  the  preemption  of  a  favourite 
prime  miniller,  had  fometimes  dur¬ 
ing  the  negotiation  fo  powerfully 
excited,  that  it  was  believed  that 
the  armiftice  which  had  been  con¬ 
cluded,  would  have  ended  in  a  re¬ 
newal  of  hoftilities.  As  little  was 
to  be  expeCfed  from  a  continua¬ 
tion  of  the  war  with  Naples,  and 
as  the  mediation  of  Spain  was  con¬ 
fined  to  that  part  of  Italy,  the  di¬ 
rectory  entered  ferioufly  into  a  di{- 
cuffion  of  the  terms  on  which  peace 
Should  be  granted.  The  condi¬ 
tions  of  the  treaty  were  fo  mode¬ 
rate  and  fo  little  refembling  tfiofe 
which  had  been  granted  to  other 
powers,  that  when  they  came  to 
be  examined  by  the  legislature,  that 
body  thought  the  dignity  of  the 
republic  committed  in  granting  to 
fo  inconfiderable  an  enemy  luch 
terms  as  the  mold  powerful  could 
hot  have  hoped  to  obtain.  Never- 
thelefs,  as  the  treaty  had  been  de¬ 
creed,  and  figned  by  the  direcfory, 
(icth  OCfober)  and  as  it  was  ad¬ 
vancing  one  ftep  further  towards 


a  general  peace,  it  was  ratified  by 
the  council  of  five  hundred,  and 
approved  by  that  of  the  elders. 
No  territory  having  been  taken  on 
either  fide,  and  the.fioftiiitv  of  Na¬ 
ples  having  fcarceiy  been  felt  by 
the  French,  there  appeared  no  juft 
caufe  for  large  claims  of  compen- 
fatlon.  France,  by  this  peace,  had. 
one  enemv  lefs  to  contend  with: 
and  the  fecret  articles  allowed  in¬ 
demnifications  and  privileges  which 
were  deemed  equal  to  any  condi¬ 
tions  that  could  have  been  alked, 
and  which,  from  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  granted*  were  lefs 
revolting  to  the  feelings  of  the  Nea* 
politan  government. 

The  treaty  with  the  duke  of  Par¬ 
ma,  which  had  likewife  been  nego¬ 
tiated  through  the  mediation  of 
Spain,  was  foou  after  ratified  in 
the  ufual  forms.  The  fame  fuccefs 
did  not  attend  the  negotiation  with 
the  pope.  M.  Pierracchi,  who  had 
been  fent  as  plenipotentiary  from 
the  holy  fee  to  the  French  repub¬ 
lic,  found  the  conditions  propofed 
by  the  directory  fo  irrreconcilable 
with  the  maxims  of  the  catholic 
church,  that  he  refufed  to  come  to 
any  conclufion.  It  was,  however, 
agreed  that  the  negotiation  fhould 
be  continued  in  Italy,  nearer  to  the 
refidence  of  the  pope,  that  his 
holinefs  might  himfelf  determine 
what  were  the  conditions  to  which, 
he  chofe  to  give  his  aflent,  and 
wfiat  were  the  facrifices  of  reli¬ 
gious  opinion  hp  fhould  think  it 
expedient  to  make.  A  congrefs 
was  therefore  appointed  to  be  held 
at  Florence,  confifting  of  the  French 
commifiioners  belonging  to  the  ar- 
my  in  Italy,  on  the  part  of  the  re¬ 
public,  and  of  count  Galeppi  on 
that  of  the  holy  fee.  The.  congrefs, 
which  met  on  the  11th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  was,  however,  of  fliort  du¬ 
ration;  for  the  commiiiioners  pro- 
R  4  duced, 
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duced  a  long  lift  of  articles,  and 
in  lifted,  as  an  indifpenfab'e  preli¬ 
minary,  that  they  fhould  be  ac¬ 
cepted  or  refufed  altogether.  The 
papal  negotiator  not  being  prepare 
ed  to  decide  .  *',£:•  "  y  on  fo  im¬ 
portant  a  fubjedt,  carried  the  arti¬ 
cles  back  with  him  to  Rome.  By 
thefe  articles  the  pope  was  enjoin¬ 
ed  to  feparate  himfelf  from  the 
Coalition,  and  from  every  alliance, 
effenfve  and  defen  five,  againft 
France;  to  acknowledge  in  the 
moft  pofitive  terms,  that  his  confi¬ 
dence  had  been  abvfed  and  himfelf 
deceived  bv  the  common  enemies 
of  the  papal  fee  and  the  french 
republic,  who  had  made  ufe  of  his 
name  to  publifti  various  edi<fts  and 
declarations,  the  fpirit  and  effect 
of  which  were  as  contrary  to  his 
true  intentions  as  they  were  hoftile 
to  the  rights  of  nations ;  that  he 
therefore  revoked  and  annulled  all 
fuch  publications,  of  whatever  kind, 
which  fhould  have  been  invefted 
with  his  fpiritual  authority,  and 
which  fhould  have  any  reference 
to  the  affairs  of  France,  ftnce  the 
period  of  the  French  revolution. 

In  addition  to  this  retra&ation, 
he  was  alfo  enjoined  to  difavow 
having  a  ny  concern  in  the  murder  of 
the  French  ambaffador,  Baffeville; 
to  fet  at  liberty  ail  perfons,  whether 
French,  or  the  natives  of  other 
countries,  or  his  own  fubjedts, 
who  were  held  in  confinement  on 
account  of  their  political  opinions; 
to  deprive  no  man  in  future  of  his 
liberty,  or  perfecute  him  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  religious  opinions ;  to 
forbid  the  inhuman  cuftom  of  mu¬ 
tilating  children  throughout  his 
Hates,  under  the  moft  fevere  penal¬ 
ties;  and,  to  abolifh  the  tribunal  of 
the  inquifition.  It  was  alfo  requir¬ 
ed  that  the  pope  fhould  make  his 
Hates  the  afylum  of  the  members 
of  the  monaftic  orders,  and  of  the 


prieHs,  who  had  quitted  France ; 
and  that  he  fhould  renounce  all 
right  to  the  territories  which  he 
formerly  poffeffed  in  France,  and 
which  were  now  integral  parts  of 
the  French  republic. 

To  thefe  conditions  were  annex* 
ed  others  under  the  name  of  fecret 
articles,  by  which  the  pope  fhould 
bind  himfelf  to  the  payment  of 
300,000  livres  each  month,  till  the 
ratification  of  the  peace  with  the 
king  of  Naples  and  the  emperor  ; 
and  by  which  he  engaged  to  cede 
to  the  French  republic  various 
duchies,  and  leave  it  in  poffeflion 
of  the  legations  of  Ferrara,  Bologna, 
and  its  dependencies.  Other  con¬ 
ditions,  under  the  title  of  “  treaty  of 
commerce  and  navigation, and 
articles  relative  to  confuls,  made  up 
this  ftries  of  propofitions,  to  which 
the  pope  was  required  to  give  his 
prompt  and  undivided  affent. 

The  pope  held  a  congregation 
of  cardinals,  who  decreed  uuani- 
moufly,  that  the  conditions  were 
not  only  incompatible  with  the 
tenets  of  the  catholic  religion,  but 
alfo  fubverfive  of  the  rights  of  for 
vereignty,  and  of  courfe  refufed 
their  affent. 

Mr.  Galeppi  returned  to  Florence 
to  make  known  to  the  French  corn- 
mi  ffioners  the  determination  of  the 
pope,  which  he  did  in  a  note  fign* 
ed  by  himfelf,  and  M.  Azzara,  the 
Spanifli  miniffer  at  the  court  of 
Rome,  and  who  held  the  place  of 
mediator  between  the  holy  fee  and 
the  republic.  The  commifiioners, 
on  the  other  hand,  refufed  to  ac¬ 
cept  this  note,  alleging  that  they 
had  no  concern  with  M.  Azzara, 
on  which  M.  Galeppi  difpatched 
another  note  in  which  he  claime4 
the  mediation  of  the  court  of 
Spain,  adding  that  though  they  re¬ 
fufed  to  acknowledge  that  media¬ 
tion,  the  pope’s  refufal  to  the  arti* 
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cles  propofed  was,  neverthelefs,  to 
be  underftood  as  given.  The  time 
of  the  armiftice  which  was  granted 
to  the  pope,  had  now  expired  ; 
and  as  there  was  no  profpe6t  of 
peace  with  the  French  republic, 
his  holi reefs  refufed  to  comply  with 
the  terms  to  which  he  had  aflented 
when  the  armiftice  was  concluded ; 
and  the  integrality  of  the  Roman 
wealth,  and  the  ornaments  of  the 
capital  of  Italy,  were  for  fome  time 
longer  preferved. 

In  the  mean  while  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  country  fouth  of  the 
Po,  which  had  been  conquered  by 
the  French,  took  meafures  for  the 
formation  of  new  governments  un¬ 
der  the  protection  of  the  French 
republic.  The  four  cities  of  Bo¬ 
logna,  Ferrara,  Reggio,  and  Mo¬ 
dena,  were  leagued  in  this  confe¬ 
deration  ;  the  duke  of  Modena  hav¬ 
ing  been  held  to  have  abdicated 
his  government,  bpth  by  his  hav¬ 
ing  abandoned  the  city,  and  alfo 
not  having  fulfilled  the  conditions 
of  the  treaty  with  the  French  ge¬ 
neral  refpeCting  the  armiftice.  T o 
carry  this  plan  into  effect,  the  fe- 
nate  of  Bologna  iftued  a  procla¬ 
mation  for  the  holding  of  a  congrefs 
at  Modena,  which  ftiould  confift 
of  one  hundred  deputies,  to  be 
chofen  by  the  refpe&ive  confede¬ 
rated  towns  according  to  their  po¬ 
pulation.  Thofe  deputies  met  at 
Modena,  on  the  1 6th  of  October, 
and  having  formed  themfelves  into 
a  convention,  decreed  that  there 
ftiould  be  a  fincere  and  indiftoluble 
union  between  the  four  ftates  of 
Bologna,  Reggio,  Modena,  and  Fer¬ 
rara.  They  aifo  decreed,  that,  in¬ 
dependent  of  the  national  guard,  a 
legion  fhould  be  formed,  of  which 
a  fifth  part  was  to  be  compofed  of 
foreigners,  to  fuperintend  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  plan.  The  federa¬ 
tion,  having  previoufly  taken  the 
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name  of  the  Cifpadane  republic 
from  its  fituation  on  the  fide  of 
the  Po  next  to  Rome,  *fent,  with 
the  permiftion  of  the  French  gene¬ 
ral  and  commiffioners,  a  deputation 
to  Milan,  called  by  them  the  ca¬ 
pital  of  the  Tranfpadane  republic 
from  its  being  fituated  on  the  op- 
pofite  fide  of  that  river,  in  order 
to  eftablifh  between  the  two  neigh¬ 
bouring  powers  the  bonds  of  union, 
and  fraternity. 

Each  city  in  the  mean  while 
proceeded  to  the  formation  of  its 
refpeCtive  government,  and  in  each 
nearly  the  fame  regulations  took 
place.  Among  other  reforms,  the 
privileges  and  even  the  name  of 
noble  was  aboliftied,  and  the  vari¬ 
ous  enfigns  and  blazonry  of  the 
order  were  no  longer  fuffered  to 
appear.  Thefe  diftin&ions  and  pri¬ 
vileges  were  given  up  without 
murmur  or  reluClance,  as  objeCts 
of  trivial  concern  ;  but  what  can  fed 
oppofition  on  the  part  of  the  high¬ 
er  claftes  of  citizens,  was  the  too 
great  concentration  of  authority 
which  the  congrefs  at  Reggio 
were  likely  to  pofiefs,  and  which 
would  tend  greatly  to  dkninifh  that 
which  they  at  prefent  individu¬ 
ally  enjoyed.  Thefe  objections, 
founded  rather  on  the  love  of  di- 
ftinCtion  arifing  from  power,  than 
from  any  views  of  public  intereft, 
were  over-ruled  ;  and  the  congrefs 
adjourned  to  the  27th  December 
the  great  queftion,  whether  the 
Cifpadane  republics  ftiould  be  fe¬ 
derate,  or  whether  they  ftiould  be 
united  under  the  fame  general  go¬ 
vernment.  j 

Notwithftanding  the  vaft  fupec 
riority  of  the  Englilh  naval  forces 
in  aimoft  every  part  of  the  globe, 
the  French  found  means  to  deceive 
their  vigilance,  and  fucceeded  in 
an  expedition  to  Newfoundland, 
where  they  burnt  and  otherwife 
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deftroyed  Britifli  property  to  a 
large  amount.  This  expedition  was 
entrufted  to  admiral  Richery,  who, 
■with  a  fquadron  confiding  of  feven 
fnips  of  the  line,  was  releafed,  by 
the  aid  of  the  Spanifh  fleet,  from 
Cadiz,  where  he  had  been  fhut  up 
by  the  Engiifh  fo'r  feveral  months, 
with  the  valuable  captures  he  had 
made  of  the  Engiifh  Mediterranean 
Beet  of  merchantmen  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  fummer.  No  other  advan¬ 
tage  refuited  to  the  French  than 
the  temporary  lofs  they  occafioned 
to  their  enemies,  except  the  return 
of  Richery  to  Rochelle,  and  the 
addition  made  to  the  naval  arma¬ 
ment  then  equipping  at  Breft.  This 
lofs  011  the  part  of  the  Engiifh  was 
compenfated  foon  after  by  the  ad¬ 
vantages  gained  over  the  Dutch  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where 
admiral  Lucas  with  his  fquadron, 
confiding  of  feven  Blips,  was  cap¬ 
tured,  or  rather  delivered  into  the 
power  of  the  Engiifh,  by  the  de¬ 
fection  of  the  crews  under  his  com¬ 
mand. 

This  fquadron  had  efcaped  the 
vigilance  of  the  Engiifh  by  effect¬ 
ing  a  paiTage  early  in  the  fpring, 
and  was  to  have  been  joined  by  a 
French  fquadron  of  fufficient  force 
to  effedt  the  purpofe  for  which  the 
expedition  was  deftined, — the  re¬ 
capture  of  the  Cape.  The  French 
fquadron  was  to  have  been  fitted 
out  at  the  expence  of  the  Dutch, 
who  could  obtain  this  aid  on  no 
other  conditions;  the  money  was 
duly  paid  to  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  :  but  the  fquadron  was  never 
prepared;  and  the  Dutch,  after  fe¬ 
veral  months  of  fruitiefs  folicita- 
tion,  inffead  of  recovering  their 
poiTeffions,  were  compelled  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  lofs  of  the  forces  which 
they  (had  fent  to  retake  them. 

While  the  imperialiffs  on  the 
upper  Rhine  were  purfuing  general 


Moreau,  who,  in  the  face  of  a  power* 
ful  enemy  had  erfeCted  his  palfage 
acrofs  the  river  at  Himingue,  pre- 
ferving  a  poll  on  the  right  lide 
which  had  been  haftily  thrown  up, 
from  which  the  Auftrians  attempt¬ 
ed  in  vain  to  diflodge  him ;  the  army 
which  had  defeated  the  troops  un¬ 
der  general  Jourdan,  ‘  over-ran  the 
Palatinate,  advancing  almoft  to  the 
banks  of  the  Mofelle  on  the  one 
■fide,  and  fpreading  along  the  fron¬ 
tier  of  the  French  territory,  on  the 
other.  General  Bournonville  had 
been  ordered  from  Holland  to  re¬ 
place  Jourdan,  and  re-in  force  the 
army  of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe 
with  the  divifions  under  his  com¬ 
mand.  In  addition  to  the  poft  op-r 
polite  Huningue,  and  the  village  of 
Kehl,  the  French  kept  poffeffion, 
on  the  right  fide  of  the  Rhine,  of 
the  town  of  Neuwied,  a  few  miles 
below  the  fortrefs  of  Ehrenbreitff  ein. 
An  increafe  of  the  river  frorn 
heavy  falls  of  rain  having  broken 
the  bridge  of  communication,  the 
Auftrians,  in  order  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  accident,  and  poffefs. 
themfelves  of  this  important  place 
which  was  the  only  point  of  com¬ 
munication  the  French  held  with 
the  right  fide  between  Kehl  and 
Dufftidorf,  and  whofe  communi¬ 
cation  with  the  main  army  was 
now  cut  off  by  the  fwell  of  the  wa¬ 
ters,  eroded  the  Rhine  in  feveral 
places,  to  divert  the  attention  of 
the  republicans  from  the  attack 
which  they  meditated  on  Neuwied, 
from  the  ifland,  one  fide  of  which  If  ill 
communicated  with  the  fort,  as  the 
bridge  was  unbroken  in  that  part, 
and  from  the  main  land,  where  their 
regular  batteries  were  already  efta- 
blifhed.  *  .  ' 

This  expedition  was  planned  for 
the  capture  of  the  whole  garriloo  : 
but  the  French  general,  aware  of 
the  defign  of  the  Auftrians,  made 
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iis  difpofitions  -to  receive  them  at 
:he  true  point  of  attack,  and,  after 
m  obftinate  confli£f,  repelled  them 
tvith  confiderable  Ms.  A  few  days 
after,  (8th  Brumaire)  the  right  wing 
at' the  army  made  a  general  move¬ 
ment,  and,  after  defeating  various 
divilions  of  the  imperial  army,  gain¬ 
ed  pofleflion  of  feveral  polls  in  the 
Palatinate,  amongft  which  were 
thofe  of  Bingen  and  Keyferflautern* 
and  eftablifhed  their  communica¬ 
tion  -acrofs  the  country  with  the 
frontiers  of  France,  where  the 
Auflrians  had  penetrated,  after driv- 
ino-  the  army  of  the  Sambre  and 
Meufe  out  of  Germany. 

In  the  mean  while  the  emperor 
had  alfembled  a  fourth  army  to  ef- 
f equate  the  releafe  of  general 
Wurmfer,  who  wras  now  fliut  up 
with  his  troops  in  Mantua.  Ge¬ 
neral  Aivinzi  had  encamped  on 
the  Piava,  and  was  advancing  to¬ 
wards  Vicenza,  while  Davidovich, 
with  the  divilion  under  his  com¬ 
mand,  defcended  from  the  Tyrol 
along  the  Adige  towards  Verona, 
which  was  the  head-quarters  of  the 
Trench  army.  Aivinzi,  having  pair¬ 
ed  the  Piava,  met  the  French  on 
the  Brenta,  wThere  an  ablion  took 
place  which  obliged  him  to  repafs 
the  river  ;  but  the  left  of  the  French 
army  under  general  Vaubois,  which 
was  oppofed  to  the  Aulfrian  divi¬ 
fions  in  the  Tyrol,  being  defeated, 
Buonaparte  was  compelled  to  re¬ 
treat  to  Verona,  and  defend  the 
palTages  of  the  Adige.  The  Au- 
flrian  generals  having  now  made 
themfelves  mailers  of  all  the  coun¬ 
try  beyond  this  river,  were  con¬ 
centrating  their  forces  to  attempt 
theattack  of  the  French  at  Verona; 
and,  by  forcing  the  pofts  between 
the  Adige  and  the  lake  of  Guarda, 
to  raife  the  blockade  of  Mantua. 
Buonaparte  faw  the  danger  of  a- 
waiting  the  attack  of  the  Auflrians, 


who,  if  they  fucceeded  either  in 
taking  Verona  or ;  in  forcing  the 
polls  on  the  lake  of  Guarda, 
would  probably  attain  their  obje£f, 
and  deprive  him  of  the  fruits  of 
all  his  former  victories.  He,  there¬ 
fore,  with  equal  ability  and  fpirit, 
refolded  to  prevent  the  jundlion  of 
the  two  Auflrian  armies,  by  an  at¬ 
tack  on  general  Aivinzi ;  for  which 
purpofe  he  led  the  divi lions  under 
the  generals  Angereau  and  Maflena 
along  the  Adige,  which  he  paffed 
in  the  night  of  the  4th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  by  means  of  a  bridge  of  boats, 
at  the  village  of  Ronco,  hoping  to 
reach  Villa  Nuova  in  the  morning, 
and  attack  the  Auflrians  (whole 
head- quarters  were  at  Caldero)  on 
their  flanks  and  in  their  rear,  and 
l’eize  on  their  artillery  and  baggage. 
General  Aivinzi,'  however,  who 
had  received  intimation  of  the  mo¬ 
tions  of  the  French,  ftrengthened 
his  pofition,  by  throwing  Croatian 
and  Hungarian  regiments  into  the 
village  of  Arcole,  through  which 
the  French  mull  neceflarily  pafs  in 
order  to  execute  the  plan  they  had 
projected.  This  village,  which  was 
llrongly  fltuated-  between  morafles 
and  canals,  held  the  republican 
army  in  check  during  the  whole 
day.  In  vain  were  the  French 
troops  rallied  by  their  commanders, 
and  led  again  to  the  charge.  Four 
generals,  who  threw  themfelves  on 
the  bridge  leading  to  the  village, 
werefucceffivelydifabied  by  wounds 
more  orlefs  dangerous.  Angereau, 
feizing  a  llandard,  ran  and  planted 
it  at  the  end  of  the  bridge ;  and 
Buonaparte,  after  calling  on  the 
foldiers  to  remember  the  bridge  of 
Lodi,  infpired  a  momentary  emo¬ 
tion  which  induced  him  to  attempt 
another  aflault,  in  which  he  loft: 
two  more  of  his  generals,  and  was 
himfolf  in  danger  of  perifhing. 
Having  early  perceived  the  ex¬ 
treme 
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treme  difficulty  of  taking  this  poll: 
in  front,  he  had  fent  round  a  divi¬ 
fion  bv  a  march  of  feveral  miles  to 
attack  the  village  in  the  rear.  The 
general  who  was  fent  on  this  expe¬ 
dition  reached  it  at  night,  and  took 
poffeffion  of  it  with  the  final!  gar- 
rifon  which  the  Auftrans  had  left 
to  defend  it,  as  they  had  withdrawn 
their  troops  to  prepare  for  a  gene¬ 
ral  attack,  and  had  removed  the 
artillery  and  baggage,  which  was 
one  of  the  primary  objects  of 
Buonaparte’s  expedition.  The  ac¬ 
tion  began  at  day-break  on  the  6th 
of  November,  through  the  whole 
line.  The  divifion  of  the  French 
army  on  the  right  drove  back  the 
left  wing  of  the  Auftrians,  and 
purfued  it  to  the  head -quarters  at 
Caldero.  The  centre  of  the  Au¬ 
ftrians,  after  a  long  and  obfiinate 
conflict,  was  compelled  to  retreat 
before  the  centre  of  the  French  ; 
bi  t  the  attack  made  on  their  left, 
which  Buonaparte  endeavoured  to 
turn,  was  ineffeAual,  as  it  was 
flanked  by  a  morafs  arid  ditches. 
During  the  night  Buonaparte  threw 
bridges  acrofs  ;  and  the  next  day, 
trie  17th  of  November,  the  two 
armies  renewed  the  combat.  The 
Au  Aria  ns  attacked  the  centre  of 
the  French  army  with  great  vi¬ 
gour,  and  drove  it  back  with  con- 
flderabie  lofs,  and  were  on  the  point 
of  turning  the  right  wing,  when  a 
body  of  troops  which  Buonaparte 
had  drawn  off  from  the  left,  and 
placed  in  ambufeade,  fell  on  the 
flank  and  rear  of  the  Auflrians, 
and  made  a  dreadful  daughter. 
The  left  of  the  Auftrian  army  ffill 
held  its  ground,  being  formidable 
both  in  numbers,  and  aifo  from  its 
pofition.  Buonaparte  then  finding 
it  impoflible  to  attack  or  diflodge  it 
by  force,  had  recourfe  to  a  ftrata- 
gem,  which  fucceeded.  He  fent 
round  a  fmall  party  of  horfex  to 


make  the  circuit  of  the  morafs,  and 
fall  on  the  Auflrians,  foundino-  at 
the  fame  time  a  number  of  trum¬ 
pets,  to  deceive  the  enemy  as  to 
their  numbers.  The  arrival  of  a 
larger  body  of  French  troops,  which 
had  alfo  been  early  fent  by  a  lono-. 
ei  circuit  to  fall  on  their  rear 
threw  them  into  complete  diforder? 
The  Auftrians  fled  on  all  fides,  and 
the  night  only  put  an  end  to  the 
piirfuit. 

I  he  divifion  under  general  Da¬ 
vidovich  was  more  fuccefsful,  hav¬ 
ing  attacked  and  again  defeated  ge¬ 
neral  Vaubois,  who  commanded 
the  pals  between  the  Adige  and 
the  lake  of  Guarda.  Buonaparjte, 
therefore,  leaving  his  cavalry  in 
piirfuit  of  Alvinzi’s  army,  haflened 
with  reinforcements  to  Vaubois : 
and  keeping  in  check  the  Auftrians 
who  were  advanced  within  a  fhort 
di Aance  of  Mantua,  he  .fucceeded, 
after  a  conteft  of  fome  days,  in 
driving  them  back  with  confider- 
ablp  lofs  into  the  mountains  of  the 
Tyrol. 

The  battle  of  Arcole  was  pecu¬ 
liarly  fatal  to  the  French  generals, 
by  whofe  diftinguilhed  efforts  of 
bravery,  victory  was  taken  out  of 
the  hands  of  Fortune.  Buonaparte, 
efcaping  him  ft  If  with  difficulty,  loft 
both  his  aids-du-camp,  who  were 
kiileci  by  his  fide.  The  lofs  of  the 
Auftrians  in  this  battle  was  fo  con- 
ftderable,  that  Alvinzi  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  retire  behind  the  Brenta 
with  the  remainder  of  his  forces, 
to  await,  the  arrival  of  another 
army,  and  leave  Mantua  once  more 
to  its  fate. 

It  was  fuppofed  that  on  the  iflue 
of  this  battle  the  fortune  of  Mantua 
depended  ;  but  it  appears  that  ge-« 
ntral  Wurmfer  had  taken  fuflicient 
advantage  of  the  relief  he  had  iaft 
experienced,  to  provifion.his  garri- 
foiij  and  enable  hirp  to  defend  the 

towu 


FOREIGN  HISTORY# 


269 


town  far  beyond  the  calculation  of 
the  French  general,  who  in  his  of¬ 
ficial  letters  fpoke  with  fome  con¬ 
fidence  of  its  immediate  furrender. 
When  Buonaparte  entered  Lom¬ 
bardy,  Mantua,  which  had  been  the 
only"  objed  of  conteft  for  eight 
months,  and  on  which  the  fate  of 
■Italy  depended,  was  altogether  de- 
fiitute  of  the  means  of  fuftaining 
an  attack,  —  having  a  feeble  garri- 
fon  unprovided  with  (lores  or  pro- 
vifions, — and  would  probably,  after 
the  battle  of  Lodi,  have  furrendered 
at  the  firft  fummons.  Had  the 
French  general,- in  (lead  of  march¬ 
ing  to  Milan  which  was  at  all  times 
accefiible,  and  making  a  promenade 
into  the  ecclefiaftical  (late,  which 
he  might  have  done  at  his  leifure, 
feized  on  this  important  pod,  he 
might  have  made  himfelf  mailer  of 
Italy,  and  finifned  an  early  cam¬ 
paign.  It  mu  ft,  however,  be  re¬ 
membered,  that,  before  this  place, 
four  imperial  armies  have  melted 
away  in  the  fhort  fpace  of  a  few 
months ;  that  thefe  armies  being 
recruited  from  thofe  on  the  Rhine, 
from  which  large  detachments 
were  made,  the  latter  were  fo 
weakened,  that  the  French  were 
enabled  to  levy  contributions  in  the 
heart  of  Germany ;  and,  though  the 
invaders  were  eventually  repulfed, 
they  fucceeded  iri  dido-lying  the 
confederacy  of  the  German  princes, 
and  in  diminifhing  the  number  of 
the  enemies  of  the  French  repub¬ 
lic. 

Amidft  thefe  vidories,  the  affairs 
of  finance  dill  continued  to  be  the 
principal  object  of  the  anxiety  of 
the  French  government.  The  mi- 
nider  of  this  department  had  fent 
a  circular  letter  through  the  repub¬ 
lic,  to  invite  the  bankers  and  prin¬ 
cipal  merchants  to  a  general  affem- 
biy,  to  deliberate  and  advife  re¬ 
ceding  the  laws  and  regulations 


neceffary  for  the  revival  of  credit, 
and  the  re  eft'ablifhment  of  com¬ 
merce.  The  diredory,  on  the  ioth 
of  December,  communicated  by  a 
meffage  to  the  council  their  wants 
in  a  more  preding  manner,  urging 
them,  as  thev  had  done  b  fore,  to 
come  to  the  immediate  relief  of  the 
government,  which,  in  all  its  dif¬ 
ferent  adminidrations,  from  the  ar¬ 
mies  to  the  mod  menial  offices, 
was  in  a  date  of  decay  bordering 
on  dedrudion.  The  remedy  for 
thefe  evils,  according  to  the  mef¬ 
fage,  lay  in  procuring  the  confent 
of  the  legiflature  to  inved  the  di¬ 
redory  with  power  to  take  poffef- 
fion  of  the  lad  part  of  the  pay¬ 
ments  for  the  fale  of  the  national  do¬ 
mains,  which,  as  has  been  obferved, 
was  ordered  to  be  paid  in  money, 
and  which  amounted  to  eighty  mil- 
lions.  It  was  imagined,  that,  by 
drawing  a  very  didredmg  pidure 
of  the  (dilation  of  the  republic,  the 
council  would  be  fufficiently  alarms 
ed  to  yield  to  the  requifition.  The 
meffage  was  read  in  a  fecret  com¬ 
mittee,  and  was  deemed  unworthy 
of  attention.  The  diredory,  re- 
fen  ting  the  indignity  offered  to 
their  requifition,  pubiifhed  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day  to  the  world,  in  their 
Gazette,  this  meffage,  which  they 
had  confided  to  the  fecrecy  of  the 
council  as  unfit  for  the  public  ear. 
This  condud  was  the  fubjed  of 
animadverfion,  and  was  confidered. 
as  tending  to  fow  the  feeds  of  di- 
vifion  between  the  legiflative  and 
executive  powers,  and  to  bring  odi¬ 
um  on  the  council,  under  the  pre¬ 
tence  of  their  refuting  the  neceffary 
fupplies. 

The  prefident  of  the  commifijon 
of  finances,  M.  Camus,  as  the  di- 
-redoiy  had  revealed  the  meffage, 
thought  it  expedient  to  (late  the 
motive  of  the  rejedion,  by  ohferv- 
ing  that. the  alarming  and  defperate 
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fate  of  the  republic  exited  only 
in  the  meftage;  that  a  feverer  ceco- 
nomy  would  reftorethe  equilibrium 
of  receipt  and  expenditure,  and  that 
the  errors  contained  in  the  ftatement 
were  equalled  only  by  the  impru¬ 
dence  of  the  directory  in  making 
them  public. 

Although  the  influence  of  the 
executive  power  with  refpeCt  to  the 
public  money  was  thus  circum- 
fcribed,  it  poflefled  an  influence  ftill 
more  dangerous  over  the  lives  of  a 
certain  clafs  of  their  fellow  citizens, 
which  the  legiflature  thought  fit  alfo 
to  controul.  .As,  during  the  reign  of 
terror,  great  numbers  had  found 
fafety  only  in  flight,  and  efcaped 
into  foreign  countries,  and  others 
had  only  abandoned  their  places 
of  ufual  refideuce,  and  concealed 
themfelves  in  various  parts  of  the 
country,  thefe  fugitives  had  been 
of  courfe  ranked  by  their  munici¬ 
palities  and  departmental  admini- 
ftrations  as  emigrants,  and  'placed 
on  the  Jiff ;  on  which  lift  many  were 
alfo  infcribed  by  the  revolution¬ 
ary  committees  of  their  communes, 
whom  they  held  at  the  moment  in 
their  dungeons,  or  whom  they  had 
fent  to  the  fcaffold.  Amongft  other 
laws  which  were  enabled  after  the 
overthrow  of  the  jacobinical  go¬ 
vernment  to  remedy  the  enormous 
abufes  and  evils  which  this  regimen 
had  introduced,  were  decrees  per¬ 
mitting  the  re-entrance  of  thofe 
perfons  into  France  who  had  fled 
fubfequent  to  the  thirty-firft  of 
May,  1793,  the  beginning  of  the 
ffign  of  tyranny,  and  alfo  regula- 
fions  for  the  erafure  from  the  lift  of 
emigrants  of  all  fuch  whofe  recla¬ 
mations  were  found  to  be  juft. 

The  latitude  given  by  the  law  to 
appeals  of  this  fort  was  fubjeCt  to  a 
variety  of  abufes;  a  great  number 
entered  and  took  pofteffion  of  their 
eftates,  who  were  not  comprehend - 
.  '  7 
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ed  in  the  lavfr  j  who  had  emigrated 
before  the  period,  but  had  found 
means  of  procuring  from  friendly 
or  corrupted  adminiftrations  falfe 
certificates  of  refidence.  In  thofe 
parts  of  the  country  which  were 
mo  ft  difaffeCted  to  government, 
thefe  cafes  were  very  frequent ;  and 
many  of  the  diforders  of  the  fouth 
were  faid  to  be  committed  by  emi- 
giants  of  this  clafs.  Thefe  appeals, 
agreeably  to  the  regulation, 'were 
made  to  the  directory  :  but  as  the 
tyranny  had  been  univerfal,  the 
appellants  were  fo  numerous  that 
the  examination  of  the  claims,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  mode  eftablifhed, 
would  have  been  the  labour  of  ages. 
Complaints  had  alfo  been  often 
made  of  the  venality  and  partiality 
of  thofe  who  were  appointed  to 
judge  of  thefe  appeals :  but  no  fteps 
were  taken  to  remedy  thefe  abufes, 
till  the  judicial  aflaffination  of  m! 
de  Cufly,  who  had  come  to  Paris  to 
make  his  appeal,  induced  the  legif¬ 
lature  to  take  into  their  own  hands 
a  power  which,  whether  from  care- 
leffnefs  or  defign,  had  fo  immediate 
and  dangerous  an  influence  on  the 
fortunes  and  lives  of  individuals. 
The  execution  of  this  gentleman, 
attended  with  circumftances  which 
brought  to  remembrance  the  fero¬ 
cious  and  expeditious  modes  of  the 
revolutionary  tribunal,  caufed  a  ge¬ 
neral  effervefcence  againft  thofe 
who  had  been  inftrumental  in  the  . 
commiflion  of  this  aft.  The  coun¬ 
cils,  palling  in  fllence  over  this 
event,  the  examination  of  which 
might  have  produced  difagreeable 
refults,  contented  themfelves  with 
taking  the  power  and  the  means  of 
doing  further  injuftice  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  commiffionprs  of  the  di¬ 
rectory,  and  appointed  a  committee 
of  their  own  members  to  examine 
and  pronounce  on  the  future  ap¬ 
peals. 

The 
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The  mifunderftanding  which  had 
or  a  long  time  'fivbfifted  between 
he  French  republic  and  the  United 
hates  of  America,  difeovered  itfelf 
t  this  period  more  openly  by  the 
efufal  of  the  diredory  to  receive  as 
:m  ballad  or  to  the  French  republic 
Hr.  Pinckney,  who  had  been  fent 
o  fucceed  Mr.  Monroe,  the  refi- 
lent  plenipotentiary.  Mr.  Adet,  the 
french  ambaffador  to  the  United 
hates,  had  notified  nearly  at  the 
ame  time  {23d  November)  to  the 
\merican  government,  that  the  di- 
edory  had  fufpended  him  alfo  from 
fis  fundions.  He  had  previoufly 
ommunicated  to  the  fecretary  of 
fate  a  memorial  recapitulating  the 
romplaints  of  the  French  republic 
igainft  the  government  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States,  and  had  communicated 
;he  arret  of  the  diredory  of  the  14th 
Meffidor,  enjoining  French  ftiips  of 
ivar  to  obferve  the  fame  condud 
towards  the  veffels  of  neutral  na¬ 
tions,  as  they  had  hitherto  hi  Ire  red 
with  impunity  to  be  obferved  by  the 
Englifh. 

The  diredory  jollified  this  pro¬ 
clamation  by  the  fecret  approbation 
given  by  the.  Americans  to  this  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  law  of  neutrality  on 
the  part  of  the  Britifli,’  who  had 
feized  on  neutral  veffels,  particularly 
thofe  belonging  to  Americans,  even 
in  their  very  ports  ;  and  taken  out 
of  them  whatever  they  found  either 
of  French  perfons  or  French  pro¬ 
perty,  without  any  refi fiance  being 
made  on  the  part  of  the  American 
government.  From  this  memorial 
it  appeared  that  the  French  ambaU 
fador,  in  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
had  made  unheeded  application  and 
remonllrances  on  this  fuhjed.  The 
national  convention  had  decreed, 
thatj  conformably  to  theufage  then 
eftablilhed  by  the.  Englifh,  Britifli 
property  found  on  board  neutral 
veffels  ftiould  become  lawful  prize, 


HISTORY.  '  571 

but  that  American  veffels  were  ex¬ 
cepted  from  this  general  meafure. 
The  condud  of  the  Englifh  in  Seiz¬ 
ing  on  all  American  pro.vifion- 
lhips  had  afterwards  compelled 
them  to  refeind  this  exception,  and 
decree  conditionally  that  the  feizure 
of  Englifh  property  on  board  neu¬ 
tral  veffels  Ihould  continue  indiferi- 
minately  until  theBritilb  government 
fhould  definitively  revoke  the  orders 
which  it  had  given  for  this  meafure, 
and  which  were  only  fufpended  by 
the  embargo  laid  on  by  the  congrefs 
on  the  26th  of  March,  1794.  The 
convention  having  .received  infor¬ 
mation  that  Mr.  Jay  was  intruded 
to  make  rem  on  ft  ranees  to  the  Bri¬ 
tilh  government  re fp e ding  tjhefe 
ads  of  hoftility,  revoked  the  decree 
refpeding  American  ftiips,  hoping 
that  this  condud  would  lead  the 
United  States  to  ufe  every  effort  to* 
induce  the  Englifh  to  adopt  the 
fame  meafure.  But  his  remon- 
ftrances,  if  made,  had  no  effed  :  the 
fame  ads  of  hoftility  were  continu¬ 
ed,  and  neutral  velfels  coming  out 
or  entering  into  French  ports,  were 
made  prizes  by  the  Engliftn 

Further  reclamations  were  made, 
on  the  part  of  the  French  ambaffa- 
dor,  to  the  American  government 
on  the  29th  of  September,  1795, 
which  were  unheeded;  a  memorial 
prefented  on  the  fame  fuhjed,  the 
29th  of  March,  1796,  was  equally 
unnoticed.  It  appeared  from  thefe 
papers,  that  not  only  neutral  veffels 
were  feized,  but  failors  were  taken 
out  of  American  veffels  toferve  on 
board  Britifli  ftiips,  without  any 
mark  of  difapprobation  manifefted 
on  the  part  of  the  American  govern* 
ment.  Under  thefe  circumftances, 
the  government  of  France  wa$  com¬ 
pelled  to  have  recourfe  to  the  fa  me. 
meafures  refpeding  neutral  vefiels 
as  the  Engiilh  government  had 
adopted,  and  was  permitted  by  the? 

neutral 
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neutral  powers  to  continue,  with¬ 
out  remonflrances  or  reclamations 
on  their  part.  M.  Adet  further  ob- 
ferved,  that,  if  they  would  take  mea- 
fures  to  render  their  flag  refpedted 
by  the  Britifli  government,  the  fame 
refpeft  fliould  be  fhewn  by  the 
French  republic ;  but  if  through 
vreaknefs  or  partiality  they  buffered 
the  Englifh  to  fport  with  their  neu¬ 
trality,  they  ought  not  to  complain 
if  the  French,  in  order  to  re ff  ore  the 
balance,  fliould  continue  to  imitate 
in  this  cafe  that  conduct  which  the 
Englifh  had  found  it  Convenient  or 
ufeful  for  their  own  purpofes  to 
adopt. 

The  anfwer given  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  government  to  this  remon- 
lfrance,  ftated,  in  j unification  of 
their  conduct,  that  the  treaty  made 
with  France  in  1778,  formally  ex- 
preffed  that  neutral  veffels  fliould 
neutralize  the  cargo;  whereas  the 
treaty  lately  concluded  between  the 
United  States  and  England  con¬ 
tained  no  fimilar  regulation.  The 
American  government  adted  there¬ 
fore  in  perfedf  conformity  to  the 
letter  of  both  treaties;  and  though 
it  was  lawful  for  the  Englifh  to  feize 
French  property  on  board  American 
veflels,  the  French  were  retrained 
by  their  treaty  with  America,  from 
making  reprifals  in  fimilar  circum- 
ftances  on  the  Englifh.  So  far  as 
the  letter  of  treaties  ought  to  influ¬ 
ence  the  decision  of  the  queftion, 
the  reclamation  of  the  American 
government  was  founded ;  but  whe¬ 
ther  that  government  was  juflified 
on  the  fcore  of  political  morality  in 
concluding  a  fubfeqiient  treaty  with 
England  fo  pointedly  hoftile  to  the 
interefts  of  their  former  ally  in  this 
article,  does  not  fo  clearly  appear. 
In  addition  to  this  memorial,  M. 
Adet  foon  after  prefettted  a  note 
recapitulating  other  grievances,  a- 
mpngft  which  was  the  infra&ion,  on 


the  part  of  the  American  govern¬ 
ment,  of  that  article  in  the  treaty 
with  France  which  refpedfed  the 
guarantee  of  the  French  coloniesby 
the  United  States.  The  fpeech  oi 
the  prefident  to  the  American  con- 
grefs,  and  the  anfwer  of  the  vice- 
prefident,  contained  recriminations, 
which,  far  from  leading  to  any  ami¬ 
cable  explanation,  or  to  conciliate 
the  differences  which  had  arifen, 
tended  to  widen  the  breach  which 
already  exifted,  and  fail  the  flame 
which  it  was  fo  much  the  inter- 
eft  of  both  parties  to  have  extin- 
guifhed. 

Whatever  fpecific  caufes  of  com¬ 
plaint  the  French  government  might 
have  had  againft  that  of  the  United 
States  on  account  of  the  treaty 
lately  concluded  with  England,  the 
difpofitions  which  led  to  the  for¬ 
mation  of  that  treaty,  would  alone 
have  been  fufficient  to  have  ex¬ 
plained  the  reafons  of  the  general 
indignation  of  the  French  againft 
them.  Accuftomed  of  late  to  wit- 
nefs  levees  of  minifters  from  the 
conquered  monarchs  of  the  old 
eftabliflied  governments  in  Europe 
deprecate  the  vengeance  or  fuppli- 
cate  the  friendfhip  of  the  French 
republic,  it  was  not  without  feel¬ 
ings  of  indignation  that  they  faw 
the  people  whom  they  boafted  to 
have  fnatched  from  fervitude  and 
oppreflion,  and  to  have  ere£led  into 
independance  and  power,  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  ties  of  gratitude  and 
friendfhip,  and  of  thofe  bonds  more 
commonly  refpe&ed  between  na¬ 
tions,  folemn  and  formal  treaties* 
not  only  become  indifferent  in  the 
obfervance  of  either,  but  join  a- 
gainft  them  by  forming  the  ftri<fteft 
alliances  with  their  common  ene¬ 
my.  This  indignation  had  beea 
hitherto  tempered  by  the  conduft  of 
the  American  ambaflador,  and  by 
the  reprefentations  which  the  friends 

of 
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6f  both  countries  had  occafionally 
made ;  and  it  is  probable  that  the 
breach  would  have  been  widened 
no  further  than  the  temporary  fuf- 
penfion  of  the  French  ambaflador 
in  the  United  States,  had  not  the 
American  government,  by  exchang¬ 
ing  ambafladors  at  this  period,  e- 
vinced  further  difpofitions  of  hof- 
tility,  fince  no  reafonable  pretence 
appeared  for  this  exchange  but  the 
attachment  which  the  prefent  arri- 
baflador  had  fhewn  to  the  caufe  of 
the  French  revolution. 

The  news  of  the  intended  refig- 
nation  of  the  prefident  of  the  United 
States  had  preceded  the  arrival  of 
the  new  ambaflador,  Mr.  Pinckney. 
This  event,  which  was  expelled 
by  the  French  government,  had  in 
fome  meafure  allayed  this  warmth  ; 
and  it  was  hoped  that  an  amicable 
arrangement  would  fpeedily  have 
taken  place,  as  it  w7as  fuppofed  that 
the  choice  of  the  United  States 
would  fall  on  a  perfon  lefs  hoftile 
to  their  interefts ;  but  as  the  ex¬ 
change  of  ambafladors  under  the 
prefent  circumftances  afforded  fo 
favourable  an  opportunity  of  ex¬ 
prefling  their  feelings,  they  not  only 
refufed  to  permit  the  new  ambaffa- 
dor  to  remain  officially  at  Paris,  but 
intimated  to  him  that  his  refidence 
as  a  private  citizen  was  inexpedient. 
The  directory  nevertheless,  when 
Mr.  Monroe  took  leave,  obferved, 
as  they  had  already  done  with  re- 
fpedt  to  Sweden  on  a  fimilar  occa¬ 
sion,  that  the  people  of  America, 
•not  being  implicated  in  the  a£ts  of 
their  government,  were  ftill  objects 
of  their  efteem  ;  and  exprefled  alfo 
their  perfonal  regard  for  the  intereft 
Which  Mr.  Monroe,  during  his  refi¬ 
dence  at  Paris,  had  fhewn  for  the 
Welfare  of  the  republic. 


Amidfi:  the  various  negotiations 
which  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  oc¬ 
cupied  the  French  government,  that 
which  England  propofed  to  open, 
engaged  moft  deeply  the  public  at¬ 
tention*  The  treaties  which  had 
been  made  with  thofe  of  the  com¬ 
bined  powers  with  whom  the  re¬ 
public  was  now  at  peace,  were  the 
necefiary  effe&s  of  the  advantages  it 
had  gained,  or  the  apprehenfions  it 
had  excited.  Supported  by  the  co¬ 
alition,  they  had  found  their  efforts- 
ineffedhial  to  refill  the  overwhelm¬ 
ing  flood  of  French  victories  ;  tofn 
by  force,  or  feparated  voluntarily 
from  its  caufe,  their  infulated  fitu- 
ations  gave  them  no  alternative,  but 
fubmiflion  to  its  influence,  or  ad- 
hefion  to  its  fate.  Although  the 
war  had  firft  broken  out  with  Au- 
ftria  and  Pruflia,  it  was  generally 
believed  in  France  that  the  Englifli 
cabinet  had  been  the  original  to¬ 
rn  en  tor  of  this  war,  as  it  became 
foon  after  its  avowed  and  almofi 
only  fupport.  Regarding  England 
therefore  as  the  fource  of  all  their 
calamities,  the  French  could  fcar.cely 
look  towards  that  country  without 
reproach,  for  the  defolation  and 
horrors  of  which  it  had  eventually 
been  the  caufe,  and  which  it  appear¬ 
ed  to  them  refolved  to  perpetuate. 

The  offer  of  negotiation  from 
England  was  therefore  confidered 
with  a  fufpicious  and  averted  eye 
by  the  French  government;  and  the 
previous  negotiation  which  had 
taken  place  between  the  EnglifU 
cabinet  and  that  of  Berlin,  and 
which  had  failed  *,  had  added  to  the 
convi£Vion  of  the  directory  that 
peace  was  neither  the  wifli  nor  the 
expedition  of  the  Engbfh  govern¬ 
ment  from  this  negotiation.  It  was 

O 

under  thefe  impreffions  that  the  mi- 


*  The  French  affirmed  that  the  object  of  this  negotiation,  which  took  place  juft  on  th* 
«ve  of  lord  Malmeibury’s  departure  to  Paris,  was  to  bribe  tire  court  of  Berlin  tp  rejoin  the 
•Qalition. 
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nifter  of  foreign  affairs  in  France 
•received,  from  the  minifter  of  fo¬ 
reign'  affairs  in  England,  an  official 
note,  demanding  pafiparts  for  an 
envoy  from  the  Englifh  court,  to 
open  a  negotiation  at  Paris.  The 
permiffion  to  grant  thefe  paffports 
was  given  to  the  minifter  by  a  refo- 
lution  of  the  directory  on  the  30th 
of  September.  The  paffports  were 
fent,  and  the  mVrnfter  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  arrived  in  Paris. 

If  the  fufpicions  of  the  French 
government  were  well  founded  re- 
fpedfing  the  infmcerity  of  the  Eng- 
liili  adminift  ation  with  regard  to 
peace,  the  fymptoms  of  their  own 
averfion  to  it  were  not  concealed 
upon  the  arrival  of  lord  Malmef- 
bury  at  Paris.  All  that  memory 
could  furnifh  of  his  conduct  in 
former  negotiations,  that  calumny 
could  invent  with  refptcf  to  his 
prefent  intentions,  and  the  means 
which  he  had  brought  with  him  to 
tu:n  every  thing  to  his  own  advan¬ 
tage  by  his  acknowledged  addrefs, 
and  by  corruption,  were  circulated 
with  avidity  under  the  apparent 
fainBion  of  the  diredfory  ;  nor  did 
thty.cenfe,  till,  on  the  remonffrances 
made  bv  lord  Malmefburv  againff 
thefe  infults,  the  government  difa- 
vowed  what  the  public  had  previ- 
ouflv  condemned. 

j 

O11  the  24th  of  October,  lord 
Malmeflmry  tranfmitted  to  M.  De¬ 
lacroix,  the  French  minifter  of  fo¬ 
reign  affairs,  a  memorial,  in  which, 
after  ftating  in  the  ufual  terms  the 
defire  which  In’s  Britannic  majefty 
entertained  for  peace,  he  propofed 
the  eflablifliment  of  fome  general 
principle  on  the  opening  of  the  ne¬ 
gotiation  which  fhould  ferve  as  a 
bads  for  a  definitive  fettlement ; 
obferving  that  the  fir  ft  objedt  of  a 

O  a 

negotiation- for  peace  was  generally 
that  of  reftoring  or  giving  up  what 
had  been  taken  from  the  reipedfive 


parties  during  the  war.  The  me¬ 
morial  Bated,  that  as  Great  Britain, 
far  from  having  any  reftitutidn  to 
demand  of  France,  had,  bv  a  fenes 
of  uninterrupted  fuccefs,  acquired 
colonial  conqueBs  of  meBimablc 
value,  and  as  on  the  other  hand 
France  had  made  continental  con¬ 
quers  on  the  allies  of  his  Britifh 
majefiy,  it  was  propofed  that  the 
negotiation  fhould  turn  on  thecorn- 
penfations  to  be  made  to  France  by 
proportional  reftitutions,  the  nature 
of  which  flmuld  be  di (cuffed  as  foon 
as  the  principle  was  admitted. 

After  examining  the  memorial, 
Delacroix  obferved  to  lord  Malmef- 
bury,  that  as  he  fpoke  in  the  name 
of  the  allies  of  Great  Britain,  and 
was  fiipulating  for  their  interefls,  he 
was  of  courfe invefled  by  them  with 
powers  for  that  purpofej  to  which 

his  lordfliip  obferved  that  hewas  not 

* 

thus  commiffioned,  but  that  as  foon 
as  the  direftory  fhould  have  agreed 
to  the  principle  laid  down,  he  would 
difpatch  mefiengers  to  the  different 
courts  to  give  an  account  of  the 
Bate  of  the  negotiation,  and  receive 
their  inftruetions.  It  was  then, 
afiked  if  he  could  give  any  precife 
idea  of  the  principle  of  reBitutions 
fo  far  as  concerned  Great  Britain 
and  France :  to  which  his  lordBEp 
anfwered,  as  before,  that  as  foon  as 
the  directory  Biouid  explain  them- 
felves,  he  would  fend  mefiengers, 
and  afk  for  inflrudlions  alfo  on  this 
point. 

The  directory  were  not  difpofed 
to  enter  im mediate Iv  into  this  ex- 

j  ,  .  J 

planation.  The  anfvver  which  they 
returned,  on  the  contrary,  was  far 
from  conciliatory,  and  wore  a  form 
of  diBruB  and  defiance,  which  in 
that  Bage  of  the  bufinefs  was  gene¬ 
rally  regarded  as  neither  politic  not 
becoming.  It  was  reprefented,  that, 
from  the  mode  adopted  by  the  Eng- 
lifli  cabinet,  the  hope  of  peace 

6  was 
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Was  very  diftant ;  that,  had  lord  obtain  their  engagements  to  abide 
Malmefbury  confined  himfelf  to  by  what  fliould  be  determined  in 
treating  feparately  for  his  own  ca-  their,  name,  the  French  government 
binet,  for  which  he  was  duly  an-  would  give  an  anfwer  to  what- 
thorifed,  inftead  of  treating  for  ever  formal  proportions  fliould  be 
other  courts,  for  which,  by  his  own  made. 

confeffion,  he  had  received  no  au-  Of  whatever  powers  lord  Malmef- 

thority  whatever,  the  negotiation  bury  was  pofTefTed,  he  was  cautious 
might  be  confiderably  fliortened.  in  the  exercife.  Had  he  been  the 
It  was  infinuated,  that,  as  the  de-  agent  only  of  the  Britifh  mini  (try, 
claration  he  had  made  was  not  fup-  it  does  not  appear  that  he  had  re¬ 
ported  by  his  credentials,  fo  he  ceived  fjfficient  inftrudiions  to  pro¬ 
might  have  received  fecret  inftruc-  ceed  in  the  treaty  ;  but  as  he  pro- 
tions  contrary  to  thofe  he  profefted ;  pofed  to  ftipulate  for  the  interefts  of 
that  the  Britifh  cabinet  had  a  dou-  the  allied  courts,  the  directory  had 
ble  view  in  the  prefent  application,  no  fecurity  that  they  would  abide 
both  of  hindering  the  other  powers  by  any  of  the  conditions' concluded 
from  treating  feparately,  and  alfo  of  in  their  name,  by  a  perfon  who, 
obtaining  with  greater  facility  new  though  negotiating  for  them,  pro- 
fupplies  from  the  Englifh  nation  for  feffed  to  be  inverted  with  no  fpecial 
the  continuance  of  the  war;  and  authority  on  their  part.  In  reply  to 
that  the  proportions  now  made  by  thefe  observations,  and  to  the  official 
lord  Malmefbury  differed  from  thofe  anfwer  returned  by  the  minifter  of 
made  fome  months  preceding  by  foreign  affairs  to  his  fir  ft  note,  lord 
Mr.  Wickham,  only  in  being  pre-  Malmefbury  (havingfent  to  London 
fented  under  a  more  polite  and  ami-  for  further  inftnuftions)  communi¬ 
cable  form.  cated  a  fecond  paper  to  thetdire6lo- 

With  refpeft  to  the  principle  of  re-  ry,  in  which,  after  commenting  on 
fritution  advanced  by  lord  Malmef-  the  offenfive  and  injurious  tone  in 
bury  to  ferve  for  the  bafis  of  the  which  their  lart  anfwer  was  con- 
aegotiadon,  the  dire£tory  obferved  ceived,  he  obferved  that  they  were 
:hat  it  was  too  vague  and  indeter-  altogether  miftaken  in  fuppofing 
aiinate ;  that  the  firft  objefl  was  that  his  powers  authorifed  him  to 
ihe  confideration  of  the  neceffity  of  treat  feparately  from  the  allies  of 
ijuft  and  folid  peace,  and  the  efta-  the  Britirti  crown;  that  his  powers 
rtifhment  of  a  juft  balance  of  pow-  were  fufficient  for  the  negotiation 
-r>  apd  that  the  prefent  refpeftive  and  conclurton  of  a  peace,  and  that 
ituations  of  the  belligerent  powers  he  had  fully  inftrucfted  the  minifter 
>ught  alfo  to  be  remembered,  of  of  foreign  affairs  that  he  could  en- 
vhich  the  force  of  the  one  was  di-  ter  into  no  conference  of  which  a 
ninifhed  by  the  defertion  of  various  Separate  treaty  fliould  be  the  ob- 
>rinces  of  the  coalition,  and  the  jedl. 

orceofthe  other  increafed  by  mak-  It  was  ftatbd,  that,  as  a  feparate 
ng  mort:  of  thefe  powers  its  allies,  treaty  was  altogether  inadmiffible, 
ir  rendering  them  at  leaft  neutral,  the  intervention  of  the  allied  courts 
tne  direftorv  concluded  bv  affur-  would  become  indifpenfable  in  the 
ig  lord  Malmefbury  that  as  foon  as  courfe  of  the  negotiation  ;  but  that 
e  fhould  prefent  fufficient  powers  it  would  be  ufelefs  to  afk  tor  full 
rom  the  allied  courts  to  ftipulate  and  formal  powers  from  them  until 
->r  their  refpeftive  interefts,  and  the  principles  of  the  negotiation  had 
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Seen  difcufled ;  that  the  emperor 
had  given  a  mani feft  proof  of  paci¬ 
fic  difpofi lions  at  the  opening  of  the 
Campaign,  and  that  the  allies  might 
be  invited  to  accede  as  foon  as  the 
principle  fhouid  be  agreed  on  of  a 
Combined  negotiation. 

The  expediency  of  forming  a 
principle  of  this  Mind  was  again 
irrged,  and  the  offer  of  proportional 
reiiitutions  again  repeated  ;  obferv- 
5ng,  that  the  directory  had  neither 
given  any  explanation  in  its  laft 
communication  with  refpedt  to  the 
principle,  nor  propofed  any  other 
whereby  the  end  in  queftion  could 
be  attained.  The  directory,  in  an¬ 
fwer,  very  laconically  requeued  lord 
Malmefbury  to  point  out  the  fpecific 
objedis  which  he  propofed  ;  and  ex- 
preffedthcir  ignorance  of  any  proofs 
which  the  emperor  had  afforded  of 
pacific  difpofitions,  as  the  emperor 
had  been  the  firft  to  break  the  ar- 
miftice.  To  this  lord  Pdalmefbury 
replied,  that  he  was  not  authorifed 
to  point  out  the  objects  of  recipro¬ 
cal  compenfation  until  the  directory 
had  agreed  to  the  principle  of  the 
negotiation  which  he  had  laid  down, 
or  admitted  of  fo.me  other  which 
might  anfwer  the  fame  end  ;  that 
the  pacific  difpofitions  of  the  em¬ 
peror  were  evinced  by  the  official 
note  in  which  he  obferved  that  the 
operations  of  the  war  fhouid  not 
prevent  him  from  conceding  to  any 
propofitions  for  peace,  agreeable  to 
whatever  form  fhouid  be  adopted  by 
the  belligerent  powers.  The  bre¬ 
vity  of  the  official  anfwer  returned 
to  lord  Malmefbnry’s  fecond  com¬ 
munication  led  him  to  inquire  if 
that  was  all  the  anfwer  he  was  to 
expedt ;  to  which  the  minifter  of 
foreign  affairs  rejoined  in  the  affir¬ 
mative,  and  at  the  fame  time  re- 
quefted  to  know  if,  on  every  note 
that  palled  between  them,  it  was 
neceffary  to  fend  a  meffenger  to  his 
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court  ?  At  this  point  it  was  like!^ 
the  negotiation  would  have  flopped, 
as  the  note  delivered  on  the  return 
of  the  meffenger,  the  26th  Novem¬ 
ber,  declined  entering  further  into 
the  fubjedl  of  negotiation  until  the 
directory  had  explained  itfelf  with 
refpedl  to  fome  principle  on  which 
it  could  be  grounded.  The  direc¬ 
tory  however  felt  the  neceffity  of 
complying  with  this  condition,  and 
declared,  what  lord  Malmefbury  had 
not  difcovered,  that  their  anfwers 
had  uniformly  admitted  the  princi¬ 
ple  he  had  contended  for  ;  and  that 
he  had  nothing  more  to  do  than  to 
point  out  fpeedily  and  categorically 
the  objects  of  reciprocal  compen¬ 
fation. 

As  the  governments  were  at  length 
agreed  on  the  principle  of  the  ne¬ 
gotiation,  lord  Mai  me  (bury,  on  the 
return  of  the  meffenger  whom  he 
had  fent  to  London  to  notify  the 
acquiefcence  of  the  directory,  and 
receive  the  neceffary  inftru&ions, 
communicated  to  the  minifler  of 
foreign  affairs  two  memorials,  of 
which  one  was  a  confidential  me¬ 
morial  on  the  principal  objects  of 
reftitution,  compenfation,  and  re¬ 
ciprocal  arrangements ;  the  other 
related  to  peace  with  Spain,  and  the 
republic  of  Holland,  The  firft  rnt> 
morial,  which  contained  the  condi¬ 
tions  of  reciprocal  reftitution  be¬ 
tween  the  French  republic  and  the' 
allied  powers,  propofed  that  France 
flionld  cede  to  the  emperor  Brabant* 
the  country  on  the  left  of  the  Rhine, 
Italy,  and  whatever  had  been  taken 
from  him  during  the  prefent  war  % 
the  re-eftablifliment  of  peace  be¬ 
tween  the  empire  and  France,  which 
fhouid  be  arranged  with  the  empe- 
ror  as  conftitutional  chief  of  the- 
empire;  that  the  court  of  Peterf- 
burg  fhouid  have  full  liberty  to 
interpofe  in  the  negotiation  when¬ 
ever  it  thought  proper ;  and  that  1 

Portugal 
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Portugal  fliould  be  comprehended 
In  the  treaty,  free  from  any  claims 
of  indemnification  on  the  part  of 
France  As  a  compenfation  for 
thefe  ceffions,  the  British  govern¬ 
ment  pro po fed  to  return  to  France 
the  pofieffions  taken  from  it  during 
the  war  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  In¬ 
dies,  and  a Ifo  certain  eftabli foments 
in  the  bay  of  St.  Lawrence ;  rclerv- 
ing  neverthpiefs  the  right  of  re¬ 
quiring,  in  compenlation  for  agree¬ 
ing  to  the  ceftion  of  the  Spanifh  part 
of  St.  Domingo  to  the  French, 
-which  had  been  effected  at  the 
peace  concluded  with  Spain,  fome 
other  portion  of  territory  to  keep 
up  the  balance  of  their  refpec- 
tive  pofleffions  in  that  part  of  the 
world. 

In  a  fecond  memorial,  which  re- 
fpedled  Spain  and  Holland,  it  was 
obferved  that  in  treating  with  the 
former  power,  as  no  conquefts  had 
been  made  on  either  fide,  there 
were  no  reftitutions  to  make.  The 
United  Provinces  were  differently  fi- 
tuated  ;  the  re-eftabliftiment  of  the 
ancient  (fadtholderian  government 
was  an  indiipen fable  condition  to 
.  induce  the  ceffion  of  what  had  been 
taken  froiruhem  ;  in  which  cafe  a 
confiderable  part  would  be  reftored. 
If  it  was  with  the  Dutch  republic 
that  the  Britifn  government  had  to 
negotiate,  thefe  reflitutions  were 
not  to  be  looked  for,  nor  could  any 
treaty  be  entered  into,  unlefs  the 
territory  ceded  by  the  Dutch  to  the 
French  was  reftored,  as  the  fafety 
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of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  would 
be  committed  by  its  retention, 
Thefe  memorials  were  accompa¬ 
nied  by  an  official  letter  from  lord 
Maimetbury  to  Delacroix,  in  which 
he  obferved  that  he  was  anxious  to 
enter  into  any  explanations  that  the 
ftate  and  progrefs  of  the  negotiation 
could  admit,  or  to  receive  any 
founter-projed  on  the  part  of  th^ 
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diredory,  which  might  become  e- 
qually  the  fubjed  of  difculfion. 

The  diredory,  having  read  the 
memorials,  fent  tolordMalmelbury, 
inftead  of  a  mefiage  by  the  minifter 
of  foreign  affairs  as  ufual,  an  ex- 
trad  from  the  regifters  of  their  de- 
lib  rations,  in  anfwer  to  the  com,- 
muhkations  he  had  made,  requiring 
his  fignature  to  the  memorials  which 
he  had  delivered,  and  alfo  the  ul¬ 
timatum  of  his  demands  in  twen¬ 
ty-four  hours,.  Lord  ivialmefbury, 
without  noticing  the  difference  in 
the  mode  of  correspondence,  an- 
fwered  that  he  had  confidered  his 
fignature  of  the  memorials  unnecef- 
fary,  as  the  official  note  which  ac¬ 
companied  them,  gave  them  fuffi- 
cient  authenticity.  He,  however, 
complied  with  the  forms  required 
by  the  diredqry  with  refped  to  the 
fignature,  but  obferved  that  the  per- 
emptory  demand  widen  they  made 
of  an  ultimatum,  lhut  the  door 
at  once  to  all  negotiation  ;  and  re- 
prefented,  if  the  conditions  fub- 
mitted  to  their  confideration  were 
not  approved,  or  were  not  to  be 
the  fubjedi  of  difeuflion,  if  they 
would  propofe  their  own  condi¬ 
tions,  he  would  fubmit  them  to  the 
confideration  of  his  court. 

At  this  point  the  negotiation  end¬ 
ed  ;  for  on  reading  the  memorials 
received  on  the  17th  of  December, 
the  diredbory  ordered  the  minifter  to 
write  to  lord  Maimefbury  on  the 
:8th,  which  was  the  day  previous 
to  the  explanatory  and  f  xpeftula- 
tory  communication  made  by  his 
lordfhip,  as  his  laft  letter  was  dated 
on  the  :9th  of  December,  that  they 
could  hear  of  no  propofttions  which 
were  contrary  to  the  conftitution, 
and  the  Jaws  and  treaties  by  which 
the  republic  was  engaged;  obferv- 
ing  moreover,  that,  as  his  lordfhip 
felt  himfelf  obl'ged  to  nave  recourfe 
fo  tyh  epurt  on  every  commimi- 
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cation,  and  as  the  part  he  had  to 
aCt  in  this  negotiation  was  purely 
paffive ;  his  lordfhip’s  reftdence  in 
Paris  was  unneceftary  and  incon¬ 
venient  ;  and  therefore  enjoined  him 
to  leave  it  in  forty- eight  hours; 
obferving  that  if  the  Britifti  cabinet 
was  ddirous  of  peace,  the  negoti¬ 
ation  might  be  carried  on  by  mef- 
ienoers  from  the  refueCbve  parties. 
Lord  Maimefbury  immediately  de¬ 
manded  the  neceftary  paffports,  and 
quitted  Paris  with  his  fuite  in  the 
time  prefcribed. 

The  abrupt  and  uncourteous  dif- 
miffion  of  the  Britifh  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  excited  much  uneaftnefs  and 
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general  murmurs  at  Paris,  until  the 
two  memorials  appeared,  containing 
the  demands  of  the  Britifh  cabinet. 
However  divided  were  the  political 
opinions  of  Paris,  and  however 
anxious  were  all  ranks  and  claffes 
for  the  return  of  peace,  the  propo¬ 
rtions  made  by  the  Englifh  mini- 
ffer  appeared  fo  extravagant,  fo 
outrageous  indeed  to  every  princi¬ 
ple  of  reafon  and  juft  policy,  that 
tbofe  who  had  mod  ftrenuoufty 
maintained  the  fincerity  of  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  government  in  the  prefent  ne¬ 
gotiation,  agaiuft  the  tbreclorial  par¬ 
ty,  who  afferted  the  contrary,  no 
longer  inveighed  againft  the  con¬ 
duit  of  the  directory  in  interrupt¬ 
ing  the  negotiation,  although  they 
ftill  blamed  the  mode  in  which  it 
was  done 

The  directory,  who  witnefled  the 
general  anxiety  which  the  arrival  of 
lord  Maimefbury  had  occasioned, 
and  who  felt  the  weight  of  the  re- 
fponfibiiity  which  the  conducting 
fuch  a  negotiation  would  lay  on 
them,  relieved  themfelves  in  a  con- 
fiderable  degree  from  the  burden, 
by  pivbh filing  every  official  paper 
immediately  after  its  having  been 
received  or  Cent.  As  lord  Maimef¬ 
bury,  on  his  airivai  in  London,  fol¬ 


lowed  the  fame  plan  with  refpeCHo 
his  official  converfations  with  the 
minifter  of  foreign  affairs,  the  whole 
of  the  negotiation  became  public  : 
and  however  different  may  be  the 
opinions  refpeitingthe  claims  of  the 
different  parties,  it  appears  evident 
that  the  hope  of  peace  between 
England  and  France  was  entertained 
by  neither  of  the  contending  pow¬ 
ers.  During  the  negotiation,  the 
directory  had  fent  to  Vienna  to 
found  the  imperial  court  with  re- 
fpeCt  to  a  general  armiftice,  and 
the  poflihility  of  making  a  feparate 
peace.  The  emperor  perfevered  in 
the  engagements  he  had  formed 
with  the  Englifh  court ;  nor  did  the 
death  of  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  lead 
him  to  treat  a  revival  of  the  appli¬ 
cation  in  Italy  with  more  refpeCt ; 
although  juft  fufpicions  might  have 
arifen  from  a  knowledge  of  the  dif¬ 
ference  of  character  between  the 
emprefs  and  her  fucceffor,  that  the 
intentions  of  the  former  in  fupport 
of  the  war  would  be  carried  into 
execution  no  further  than  the  latter 
was  bound  by  the  raoll  ftriCt  and 
formal  engagements.  The  tone  of 
cenfure  which  the  emperor  of  Ger- 
manv  had  affumed  after  his  late 
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■fuccefs  on  the  Rhine  with  refpeCI 
to  thofe  princes  who  had  made  their 
feparate  peace  with  the  republic, 
was  anfvvered  by  the  particular  re- 
monftrances  of  Paul  I.  (to  whom 
the  French  government  had  loft  no 
time  in  making  application)  with 
refpeCt  to  his  relation  the  duke  of 
Wii  temberg, — and  alfo  by  the  ftill 
more  lofty  declaration  of  the  king 
of  Pruffia,  who  offered  his  protec¬ 
tion  to  any  of  thefe  princes  who 
fhould  claim  it  in  defence- of  the 
treaties  they  had  made  with  the 
French  republicf  To  give  efficacy 
to  this  declaration,  after  (lgnifving 
to  the  emperor,  his  determination, 
he  put  his  troops  on  a  war-footing, 

and 
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d  made  preparations  as  if  hoftili- 
:s  had  already  been  declared,  and 
if  the  campaign  was  about  to 
>en.  Molt  of  the  princes  who  had 
ade  peace  with  the  French  repub- 
;  joined  themfeives  to  this  new 
mfederation:  and  though  the  pru- 
nce  of  the  imperial  cabinet  pre- 
nted  it  from  immediately  noticing 
e  affair,  it  appeared  that  peace 
tween  thefe  two  courts  was  not 
cely  to  be  of  long  continuance. 
With  difpofitions  fo  evidently 
>ftile  to  each  other,  and  with 
aims  fo  oppofite,  it  was  morally 
rtain  that  no  negotiation  could  at 
at  time  have  fucceeded.  The 
ounds  on  which  the  Englifti  cabl¬ 
et  founded  its  pretentions,  the 
mqueits  made  on  France  and  Hol- 
nd,  inftead  of  operating  on  the 
inds  of  the  directory  as  reafons 
>r  concluding  a  treaty  of  peace, 
ere  provocations  of  no  trifling 
tree  to  give  frefli  vigour  to  the 
ar.  Although  the  conquefls  made 
y  England  of  the  colonies  belong- 
lg  to  Siofe  countries,  were  of  fome 
nportance  •,  the  directory,  who  had 
)rmed  a  fecret  alliance  with  Pruf- 
a  on  the  one  hand,  and  concluded 
formal  treaty  with  Spain  oip  the 
ther,  the  profefled  objedt  of  which 
'as  thef  humiliation  of  England, 
attered  themfeives  that  they  fliould 
egain  them  on  eafier  terms  than  by 
laking  conceflions ;  the  very  de¬ 
mand  of  which  by  the  Britifh  cabi- 
let,  they  confidered  as  contemptu- 
»us  and  infulting. 

Had  it  been  poflible  for  the 
bench  republic  to  have  come  to 
ny  terms  of  reciprocal  eompenfa- 
ion  fo  far  as  refpefted  its  own  coll¬ 
ar  ns  with  the  emperor  and  the 
britifh  cabinet,  the  demands  made 
)y  the  latter  in  the  memorial  which 
‘efpeffced  Holland,  were  fo  utterly 
ncompatibie  with  the  engagements 
ind  treaties  by  which  France  was 


bound  to  that  country,  that  the  ne¬ 
gotiation  mu  ft  have  failed  in  t  his 
point,  had  fuccefs  attended  it  in  eve¬ 
ry  other.  As,  on  the  one  hand  the 
independence  of  the  Dutch  repub¬ 
lic  was  recognifed  not  only  by 
France,  but  fecretiv  by  Pniffia  and 
Spain,  and  the  various  powers  with 
whom  the  French  government  had 
made  peace,  fo  their  eftabli fitments 
and  colonies  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft 
Indies  were  fo  far  guaran  eed  to 
them  by  this  latter  power,  that  the 
reftitution  of  them  to  the  Dutch  was 
made  an  affured  condition  of  paci¬ 
fication  with  England. 

The  interefls  therefore  of  the 
Dutch  republic  were  fo  united  with 
thofe  of  the  French,  that  no  propo- 
fition  could  be  liftetied  to,  which 
affefted  its  independence.  The 
conftitution  which  was  to  ferve  for 
the  bails  of  its  future  government, 
was  prefented  to  the  Dutch  con¬ 
vention  during  the  period  of  this 
negotiation  ;  and  the  formation  of 
fuch  a  government  as  fliould  ablo- 
iutely  exclude  the  return  of  the 
ftadtholder,  and  the  removal  of  the 
influence  of  the  Englifti  cabinet  in 
Holland,  was  an  indifpenfable  re- 
quifite  on  the  part  of  France.  I  he 
direftory  had  frequently  urged  its 
formation  with  as  much  delicacy 
as  was  compatible  with  the  national 
independence.  Although  the  Dutch 
convention  was  in  perfeft  harmony 
with  the  French  government  with, 
refpeft  to  the  abfolute  rejection  of 
the  ftadtholder,  many  of  its  mem¬ 
bers  felt  a  predileftion  for  various 
parts  of  their  former  government, 
fuch  as  the  divifion  of  the^  provin¬ 
ces,  and  the  mode  of  levying  con¬ 
tributions.  On  this  point  a  divi¬ 
fion  arofe  in  the  aflembly  as  foon  as 
the  commifiioners  had  prefented  the 
plan  which  they  had  formed.  This 
divifion  had  previoufly  taken,  place 
in  the  commiffion  :  for,  while  one 
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part  regarded  the  equal  levy  of  tax¬ 
es  as  unjuft,  fince  one  province 
would  thereby  be  chargeable  with 
the  debts  and  expences  incurred  by 
other  provinces,  by  which  thofe 
provinces  alone  were  benefited, 
another  party,  overlooking  this  po¬ 
litical  inconvenience,  declared,  that 
if  this  mode  of  feparating  the  in- 
terefts  of  the  provinces  was  efta- 
blifhed,  the  unity  of  the  republic 
would  be  endangered,  and  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  abufes  of  the  former 
government,  and  even  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  itfelf,  would  be  facili¬ 
tated-  So  anxious  were  certain 
members  in  enforcing  this  fenti- 
ment,  that  a  deputation  was  pri¬ 
vately  lent  to  Paris  to  requeft  the 
interference  of  the  directory  in 
fupport  of  what  they  called  the 
■unity  of  the  republic.  This  appeal 
to  another  power  for  the  regula¬ 
tion  of  their  domeftic  concerns, 
which  was  a  virtual  furrender  of 
national  independence,  was  receiv¬ 
ed  by  the  diredory  with  coolnefs, 
and  rejected  without  deliberation. 
The  unity  of  the  republic,  which 
was  formally  *  recognized  as  the 
principle  of  the  cobftitution,  put 
an  end  to  this  fchifm  on  the  ift  of 
^December.  The  plan  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  winch  had  formerly  been 
protefted  againft,  was  admitted  by 
the  aftembly  for  deliberation;  and 
a  commiffion  of  feven  members 
was  named,  to  make  a  report  on 
the  mod  eligible  mode  of  consoli¬ 
dating  the  ancient  debts  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces  ;  which  objed  had  hitherto 
been  the  principal  caufe  of  di  vifion, 
as  it  was  the  point  which  affeded 
moft  nearly  the  private  intereft  of 
the  refpedive  parties. 

Among  other  projeds  of  hoftility 
which  the  French  government  had 
meditated  againft  Great  Britain,  the 
invadon  of  Ireland  was  that  which 
had  engaged  moft  ferioufty  their 


attention.  They  had  judged,  front 
the  fpirit  of  difcontent  which  dis¬ 
covered  itfelf  in  that  country  a- 
gajnft  what  was  deemed  the  op- 
preflion  of  the  Englilli  govern¬ 
ment,  that  an  attempt  on  their  part 
to  deliver  it  from  the  yoke  would 
be  welcomed  and  feconded  by  the 
inhabitants  themfelves ;  and  they 
were  alfo  inftruded  that  the  lofs  of 
Ireland  would  be  eminently  injuri¬ 
ous  to  the  navy  of  Great  Britain,  as 
it  was  in  a  confiderable  degree 
manned,  and  altogether  victualled, 
from  the  fertile  foil  of  that  country* 
The  firft  attempts  of  the  French  to 
plant  an  intereft  in  Ireland  have 
been  the  fubjeft  of  the  courts  of 
Engftfli  judicature,  and  are  there¬ 
fore  well  known:  whatever  has  fines 
been  effected,  will  probably  not  yef 
make  a  part  of  hiftory. 

The  expedition  had  been;  deter¬ 
mined  on  early  in  the  fummer ;  but 
various  circumftances  had  delayed 
its  execution,  till  a  period  when 
nothing  but  the  certitude  of  fuc- 
cefs  could  have  juftified  the  enter- 
prize.  When  the  fleet  was  on  the 
point  of  departure,  a  mutiny,  on 
account  of  the  erftifting  fome  hun¬ 
dreds  of  folders  to  make  part  oi 
the  expedition,  who  had  been  com 
demned  to  the  galleys  fof  various 
military  offences,  caufed  new  de¬ 
lay,  together  wi'tn  the  tardinefs  oi 
admiral  Richery’s  fquadron  in  join¬ 
ing  the  fleet  at  Breft,  which  con¬ 
fided  of  eighteen  fhips  of  the  line, 
thirteen  frigates,  twelve  (loops 
with  tranfports,  and  had  on  board 
twenty-five  thoufand  men,  undei 
the  command  of  general  Hoche. 

The  departure  of  the  fleet  on  the 
ioth  of  December  was  not  attend¬ 
ed  with  happy  aufpices,  as  fome  oi 
the  fliips  of  the  line  were  loft  in 
the  paffage  of  the  Raz,  and  others 
damaged.  The  deftination  of  this 
fleet  was  kept  a  profound  fecret; 
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for  the  great  publicity  which  the 
French  government  affected  to  give 
to  an  expedition  to  Ireland,  made 
it  generally  dilbelieved  that  this 
was  really  its  deftination  ;  and, 
from  the  length  of  time  which 
elapfed  before  any  tidings  of  the 
fleet  arrived,  it  was  concluded  that 
an  attack  on  Jamaica,  or  the  Por- 
tuguefe  fettlements,  was  the  objeCt 
of  the  enterprize  :  when,  on  the 
31ft  of  December,  the  fquadron 
tinder  vice-admiral  Bouvet  returned 
to  Breft,  from  the  bay  of  Bantry, 
on  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  Having 
anchored  in  this  bay,  he  had  there 
remained  for  fome  days,  waiting 
the  arrival  of  the  frigate  which 
conveyed  the  commanders  in  chief, 
and  which  had  been  feparated  from 
the  fleet  in  a  ftrong  gale  of  wind, 
the  day  after  its  departure  from 
Breft.  As  the  general  was  the 
only  perfon  entrufted  with  the 
orders  of  government,  and  as  it 
was  impoffible,  from  the  tempeftu- 
ous  weather,  to  remain  any  longer 
in  the  bay,  Bouvet,  notwiffhftand- 
ing  the  remonftrances  of  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  forces  on  board,  who 
infilled  on  landing  the  army,  fet 
fail  for  Brell  with  the  veffels  under 
his  command  ;  where  he  arrived  in 
fafety,  and  was  followed  at  different 
periods  by  the  relf  of  the  fleet, 
except  two  fhips  of  the  line  and 
three  frigates,  of  which  one  fliip  of 
the  line  and  two  frigates  foundered 
at  fea;  another  frigate  was  taken 
by  the  Englifh,  and  another  fliip 
of  the  line,  after  having  fought  a 
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coniiderabie  time  againft  two  Eng- 
.  lifh  fhips,  threw  herfelf  on  the 
coaft,  in  order  to  avoid  being  cap¬ 
tured.  As  the  firft  news  of  the 
deftination  of  this  fleet  was  the 
hiftorv  of  its  failure,  the  project 
became  the  fubjeCt  of  general  ani- 
madverfion.  The  fafe  return  of 
'the  Jieetf  whiph,  it  was  feared, 
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would  have  been  captured  by  the 
Englifh,  calmed  the  public  efter- 
vefcence  j  and  the  government, 
throwing  the  whole  caufe  of  the 
failure  on  the  winds,  confoled  it- 
felf  alfo  by  having  experienced  that 
the  boafted  fuperiority  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  navy  was  no  certain  obftacle 
to  the  fuccefs  of  a  future  invafion. 

The  court  of  Rome,  having  re¬ 
jected  the  propofltious  offered  by 
the  French  commiffioners  as  tho 
conditions  of  peace,  refolved  to  try 
the  force  or  fortune  of  its  arms 
againft  thofe  of  the  French  re¬ 
public.  Although  abandoned  by 
the  court  of  Spain,  and  the  powers 
of  Italy,  who  had  concluded  their 
refpeCtive  treaties  of  peace  with 
France,  his  holinefs  flattered  him- 
felf  that  the  deliverance  of  Italy  by 
the  imperial  armies,  which  were 
once  more  aflembling  to  attempt 
the  relief  of  Mantua,  would  fave 
him  from  the  humiliation' of  laying 
his  religion  and  his  fovereignty  at 
the  feet  of  apoftates  and  infidels. 
Full  of  this  aflurance,  he  had  re¬ 
jected,  almoft  without  the  trouble 
of  examination,  the  renewed  offers 
of  negotiation  which  the  directory 
made  after  the  rejection  of  the  con¬ 
ditions  already  propofed  by  the 
commiffioners.  Buonaparte,  in  the 
mean  time,  had  previously  addreffed 
a  letter  (26th  October)  to  the  car¬ 
dinal  Mattei,  archbifhop  of  Fer¬ 
rara,  on  the  breaking  up  of  the 
former  negotiation,  and  the  cef- 
fation  of  the  armiltice,  which  he 
terms  a  laft  effort  to  bring  the 
pope  to  conditions  more  moderate 
and  more  conformable  to  his  true 
interelts.  Reminding  the  cardinal 
of  the  force  and  courage  of  the 
republican  armies,  he  entreated  hint 
to  repair  to  Rome,  to  advife  with 
the  pope  concerning  his  real  fltu- 
ation ;  obferving  to  him,  that  peace* 
was  the  wifh  of  the  republic,  and 
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liis  own  defire  alfo,  fince  bv  that 
means  he  hoped  to  end  a  conteft, 
which,  as  it  was  to  himfelf  without 
danger,  was  alfo  without  glory. 
The  cardinal,  after  waiting  the 
events  of  fix  weeks,  anfwe-red  Buo¬ 
naparte’s  letter  by  a  memorial,  in 
which  he  inftrueted  the  French 
general,  that  his  holinefs,  as  fove- 
reign  pontiff,  and  depositary  on 
/  earth  of  thefe  precepts  of  which 
the  faviour  of  mankind  had  given 
the  example  to  his  faithful  difci- 
ples  and  the  whole  world,  had  been 
always  diligent  to  preferve  harmony 
and  peace  in  the  great  family  of 
Chriftians ;  for  which  he  was-,  in¬ 
clined  to  make  every  reafonable 
facrifice.  He  defcribed  the.  ex¬ 
treme  forrow  which  he  hau  felt,  as 
the  common  father  of  the,  faithful, 
for  feveral  years  pall,  in  feeing 
France  delivered  over  to  fuch  wild 
excefles,  and  the  children  of  the 
church  plunging  themfdves  into 
fuch  horrible  disorders;  t; lifting, 
by  means  of  the  gem  lends  with 
which  he  treated  the  wander¬ 
ers,  that  God  would  cure  them 
of  their  blindnefs,  and  bring  them 
back  to  the  fold.  But  fo  far  was 
this  fpirit  of  meeknefs,  which  had 
led  him  to  renounce  every  worldly 
confideration,  and  make  the  molt 
confiderable  facrifices  to  keep  peace 
between  the  eccieftaftical  ftates 
and  France,  from  having  its  due 
effedt,  that,  blinded  by  the  fuccefs 
of  their  arms,  the  French  govern¬ 
ment,  after  fheari ng  the  fheep  to 
the  quick,  were  now  waiting  to 
devour  him  ;  having  exacted  from 
the  pope  the  facrifice  of  his  foul, 
of  the  fouls  of  thofe  committed  to 
his  car^,  and  the  overthrow  and 
total  deftruCtion  of  religion,  the 
gofpel,  and  the  church.  Alarmed 
at  fuch  daring  attempts,  his  holi¬ 
nefs  had  devoutly  afked  advice  of 
God  what  conduct  he  lliould  hold 


in  fo  dreadful  a  conjuncture.  Th£ 
holy  ghoft,  the  cardinal  obferved* 
had  no  doubt  infpired  him  in  bring¬ 
ing  to  his  rt collection  the  example 
of  the  martyrs;  for,  after  having 
folicited  the  French  directory  in 
vain  to  liften  to  more  real  on  able 
terms,  he  was  decided  to  try  the 
chance  of  war.  Fie  reminded  the 
general,  that  while  death,  with 
which  he  threatened  them,  was 
only  the  entrance  of  good  men  into 
eternal  happinefs,  it  was  the  end  of 
profperity  „to  the  wicked,  and  the 
beginning  of  tneir  punifhment  and 
remorfe.  Hinting  to  him,  that  his 
army,  though  formidable,  had  not 
always  been  invincible,  lie  ob- 
ferved,  that,  whatever  ridicule  fcep- 
tics  might  call  upon  fpiritua!  arms, 
vet,  if  it  pleafed  divine  Provi¬ 
dence,  the  French  legions  might 
become  a  fatal  example  of  their  ef¬ 
ficacy.  As  to  the  glory  of  conquer¬ 
ing  the  pope,  he  admitted  that  it 
was  not  great ;  but  as  to  the  dan¬ 
ger,  the  confidence  his  holinefs 
placed  in  heaven  would  not  fnffer 
him  to  believe  -that  there  was  any 
danger  but  for  the  French  general 
and  his  followers. 

Having  thus  defcribed  the  pope’s 
pious  resignation,  and  his  warlike 
refolutions,  the  cardinal  returned 
to  the  principal  point  of  Buona¬ 
parte’s  letter,  which  he  acknow¬ 
ledged  to  be  the  defire  of  peace; 
and  which  the  pope,  he  obferved, 
would  accept,  if  the  conditions 
were  reafonable,  and  fuch  as  were 
agreeable  to  his  allies. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  application 
made  by  his  holinefs  to  the  court 
of  Vienna  for  affi fiance  (to  which 
the  minifter  of  that  court  had  at 
length  reluctantly  acceded,  after 
difcovering  ftrong  fymptoms  of 
averlion  to  an  alliance  by  which 
little  benefit  was  td  refuft  to  the 
emperor,  gnd  the  difficulty  of  mah- 
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5ng  peace  increafed)  had  ftrength- 
ened  the  pope  in  the  determination 
he  had  taken  of  trying  the  fortune 
of  war.  To  give  efficacy  to  his 
decifion,  he  ordered  extraordinary 
levies  to  be  made  in  the  ecclefiafti- 
cal  (fate.  His  army  was  to  be  re¬ 
inforced  by  a  confiderable  corps  of 
German  troops,  and  count  Colli 
was  appointed  to  take  the  command. 

The  views  of  the  court  of  Spain 
were  no  longer  concealed  from  the 
holy  fee.  If  the  total  deftrudlion 
of  the  papal  power  was  not  a  facri- 
fice  made  to  France,  which  was 
ffrongly  fufpedted,  the  hope  of  ag¬ 
grandizement  to  the  duke  of  Parma 
was  believed  to  have  influenced  that 
court  in  confenting  to  a  difmem- 
berment  of  the  eccleflaflical  ffate. 
Azzara,  the  Spanifh  minifter,  had 
withdrawn  from  Rome  in  difguft, 
and  had  ceded  his  place,  as  mediator 
between  the  pope  and  the  French 
republic,  to  the  Neapolitan  ambaf- 
fador  at  the  papal  court.  In  vain 
did  the  commiffary  of  the  French 
republic  at  Rome,  aided  by  M.  Del 
Vaffo,  renew  his  applications,  and 
urge  his  holinefs  to  fentiments  of 
peace  with  the  French  republic ; 
in  vain  plid  the  marquis  of  Manfre- 
dini  aflure  the  minifter  of  the  holy 
fee,  that  the  converfations  he  had 
held  with  general  Buonaparte  af¬ 
forded  the  moft  certain  grounds  for 
-coming  to  fpeedy  and  more  reason¬ 
able  terms  of  accommodation  than 
had  been  offered  by  the  French 
commiflioners,  or  than  had  even 
been  propofed  at  the  armiftice. 
The  pope,  believing  that  the  French 
were  unwilling  to  carry  the  matter 
to  extremes,  yet,  fufpedting  that 
intereft  alone  had  infpired  thefe 
fentiments  of  moderation,  tempo 
rized  as  long  at,  his  treaty  with  the 
emperor  was  doubtful ;  but,  as  foon 
as  it  was  concluded,  he  broke  off 
sill  negotiation  with  the  French, 
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and  refolved,  with  the  aftiftance  of 
his  ally,  to  reft  his  caufe  on  the 
valour  of  his  army. 

The  warlike  ardour  of  the  pope 
was  but  ill  feconded  by  his  fub- 
jedfs,  many  of  whom  were  more 
anxious  to  welcome  the  French  to 
Rome  than  prevent  their  arrival. 
The  government  had  long  ft  nee 
fallen  into  contempt ;  and  the  ftrug- 
gle  of  the  papal  army  with  the 
vidforious  legions  of  France  feemed 
rather  an  objedt  of  ridicule  than 
apprehenfion.  The  vigilance  of 
the  inquifttion  or  the  police  could 
no  longer  prevent  the  walls  of  the 
public  places  from  being  the  he¬ 
ralds  of  what  were  efteemed  bv  the 
government  impious  or  feditious 
libels;  and  the  44  fenate  and  people 
of  Rome,”  and  the  triumphs  of  the 
Capitol,  were  themes  of  dread  and 
exultation,  according  io  the  hopes 
and  fears  of  the  reigning  or  revo¬ 
lutionary  party.  With  exultation 
no  longer  concealed,  the  enthufi- 
aftic  Italian  detailed  his  viflons  of 
glory,  and  triumphed  in  the  ap¬ 
proaching  reftoration  of  his  country, 
if  not  to  her  ancient  dignity  and 
fplendour,  at  leaft  to  that  liberty, 
which,  on  the  revival  of  letters, 
rendered  every  city  of  Iralv  the 
nurfery  of  genius,  and  raifed  up 
thofe  illuftrious  poets,  painters,  and 
hiftorians,  who  rivalled  the  moft: 
celebrated  names  of  antiquity,  and 
who  threw  as  much  luftre  around 
their  country  by  their  proficiency 
in  letters,  the  fciences,  and  the  arts, 
as  their  remoter  anceftry  had  done 
by  the  progrefs  of  their  arms. 

Whilft  the  pope  was  making  pre¬ 
parations  to  defend  his  dates,  the 
four  confederated  cities  of  Bologna, 
Ferrara,  Modena,  and  Reggio,  had 
formed  their  refoeeftive  conftitu- 
tions,  and  named  deputies  for  a  ge¬ 
neral  congrefs,  to  determine  oy 
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henceforth  be  Conne&ed,  and  whe¬ 
ther  they  {hould  remain  federate 
republics,  or  become  a  republic 
one  and  indivifible.  The  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Lombardy  beheld  with 
jinxious  eyes  the  ilrides  which  their 
neighbours  to  the  fouth  of  the  Po 
were  making  towards  liberty  and 
«.  independence,  while  themfelves 
were  kept  under  military  reftraint, 
and  entertained  well-founded  ap¬ 
prehend  o  ns  with  refped  to  their 
future  de£iny.  T'hefe  fears  were 
not  idle  or  imaginary,  fince  it  was 
generally  imderftood  that  the  li¬ 
berty  of  the  people  of  Lombardy 
was  to  have  been  made  the  facrifice 
to  peace,  if  the  emperor  had  liften- 
«d  in  time  to  any  terms  of  accom¬ 
modation.  Although  the  french 
government  would  have  attempted 
to  excufe  this  a 6f  of  perfidy  by  the 
plea  of  ftate  necefiity,  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  who  had  patted  through  the 
inconveniences  of  acquiring  free¬ 
dom,  fuch  as  requifitions,  and  con¬ 
tributions  of  every  kind,  were  not 
difpofed  to  enter  into  the  views  of 
the  French  diplomacy,  and  become 
the  vi&ims  of  the  caprice  or  policy 
of  either  power.  The  permittioa 
given  to  the  towns  on  the  fouth  of 
the  Po  to  form  themfelves  into 
governments  agreeably  to  their  own 
choice,  revived  the  hopes  of  their 
Tranfpadanic  neighbours  ;  but  as 
they  had  not  yet  obtained  fimilar 
permiffion  to  become  free,  the  ci¬ 
tizens  icompofing  the  general  ad- 
miniftration  of  Lombardy,  requeu¬ 
ed  leave  from  the  French  com¬ 
mander  at  Milan,  to  fend  a  depu¬ 
tation  to  fraternize  with  the  con- 
grefs  of  the  Cifpadane  republics, 
who  were  about  to  attemble  at 
Reggio.  This  hu  ruble  requett:  was 
not  only  granted,  but  the  prudent 
commander,  in  order  to  diminifh 
or  remove  the  fufpiciosi  of  the  real 
faufe  of  the  delay ?  took  occafion, 


in  the  letter  by  which  he  gave  hf* 
confent,  to  exprefs  his  great  fatis- 
faflion  in  the  proofs  which  the 
people  of  Lombardy  gave  of  their 
attachment  to  the  fundamental 
principles  of  the  liberty  of  nations, 
as  if  for  the  firft  time  he  had  made 
the  difeovery;  and  wrhich  he  pre¬ 
tended  to  collect  from  the  defire 
they  now  evinced  of  witnefiing  the. 
progrefs  made  by  thofe  whom  he 
called  their  elder  brethren,  while 
he  allured  them  that  their  own  li¬ 
berties  were  preparing  under  the 
aufpices  of  the  French  republic. 
The  deputies  from  the  four  con¬ 
federated  cities  afiembled  in  con- 
grefs  on  the  27th  of  December  at 
Reggio  at  t^e  appointed  time,  and 
unanimoufly  agreed  to  form  their 
refpeflive  republican  governments 
into  one  general  republic. 

The  republic  of  Geneva  oppos¬ 
ing  patience  and  ffeadinefs  to  the- 
iofinuations  and  menaces  of  the  ad¬ 
vocates  in  the  French  government 
for  the  confoiidation  of  the  two 
republics,  had  continued,  amidft  its 
political  tempefts,  to  frame  a  con- 
ftitution  for  the  bafis  of  its  future 
adminiflration.  This  confiitution, 
■of  which  a  iegifiature  compofed 
of  eighty-three  members,  an  exe¬ 
cutive  power  of  four  fyndics,  and 
a  judicial  tribunal,  were  the  prin¬ 
cipal  outlines,  contained  alfo  arti¬ 
cles,  of  which,  fome  for  their  into¬ 
lerance,  and  others  for  their  mi* 
nuteuefs,  were  held  to  be  unne- 
cettary  and  exceptionable.  The 
meafure  and  prices  of  liquors  made 
part  of  their  conftitutional  aft,  apd 
a  belief  in  the  doctrines  of  Calvi- 
nifm  was  a  necettary  condition  ?pf 
the  rights  of  citizenlhip.  Though 
no  official  intercourse  took  place 
between  the  government  and  the 
French  republic,  the  contempt  of 
the  latter  for  this  incongruous  far 
hour  was  not  concealed. 


f OREIGN 


't’he  executive  power  of  the  Ge¬ 
nevan  republic,  Rrengthcned  by  the 
conftitution,  proceeded  with  firm- 
nefs  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of 
the  late  diforders,  and  punifh  the 
authors  of  the  revolt;  and  though 
the  parties  in  Geneva  Rill  pre¬ 
served  their  ufual  differences  in 
political  opinions,  all  agreed  on 
Supporting  the  government,  as  the 
only  mode  of  en Turing  order  and 
tranquillity. 

Whilft  a  fufpenfion  of  arms, 
agreed  on  by  the  generals  who  com¬ 
manded  on  the  lower  Rhine,  had 
put  an  end  to  this  dreadful  cam¬ 
paign  in  that  quarter,  the  upper 
Rhine  was  Rill  died  with  the  blood 
of  the  contending  armies,  who  were 
profufelv  Riedding  it  in  the  attack 
and  defence  of  the  fortrefs  of  Kehl, 
and  the  redoubt  on  the  bank  of  the 
river  oppofite  to  Huningue.  This 
redoubt,  againft  which  the  whole 
force  of  the  imperial  army  in  that 
quarter  was  directed,  had  been 
thrown  up  by  the  French  after  they 
had  etfe<Red  their  paffage  acrofs  the 
Rhine,  on  the  retreat  of  prince 
Charles  before  the  republican  ar¬ 
mies  into  Germany.  After  gene¬ 
ral  Moreau  had  made  his  retreat 
back  to  Huningue,  the  French  Rill 
kept  pofleffion  of  this  redoubt  on 
the  German  Side;  and  a  mutual 
cannonade  had  been  kept  up  at 
long  intervals,  between  this  fort 
Ind  the  AuRrian  batteries,  without 
effeft.  At  length,  the  AuRrians 
Succeeded  in  breaking  the  bridge 
of  boats,  fo  that  an  bland  in  the 
Rhine,  where  a  battery  traced  for¬ 
merly  by  Vauban  had  been  lately 
Completed,  was  the  only  point  of 
communication.  The  defence  of 
thefe  works  was  entruRed  to  ge¬ 
neral  Abattucci,  a  Corfican,  who 
tefufedthe  repeated  fummons  made 
by  the  prince  of  FurRenberg,  to 
Surrender.  The  Auflriaas  having 


opened  all  their  batteries  on  thefe 
works  for  fome  hours,  but  without 
effe<R,  attempted,  on  the  fecond  of 
December,  under  favour  of  a  dark 
night,  to  take  the  ifland  by  fur- 
prize.  The  commander  of  this  ex¬ 
pedition,  having  feledled  eighteen 
hundred  men,  Succeeded  at  hrR  in 
gaining  pofleffion  of  the  ifland  ;  but 
the  French,  recovering  from  their 
diforder,  made  fuch  effectual  refin¬ 
ance,  that  the  imperialiRs  were  re- 
pulfed  with  considerable  lofs.  The 
AuRrian  commander  was  killed  on 
the  fpot,  and  the  French  general 

died  the  next  day  of  his  wounds. 

✓ 

As  the  battle  was  fought  in  the 
night,  the  AuRrians  were  aided  in 
their  retreat  by  the  perfidy  of  cer¬ 
tain  Swifs  officers,  who  Suffered 
them  to  pafs  over  the  neutral  ter¬ 
ritory  of  Bade ;  for  which  violation, 
on  the  requifition  of  the  French, 
they  were  fent  by  the  magiflracy 
of  Bade  to  prifon. 

In  the  mean  time,  prince  Charles, 
having  affembled  his  forces  againft 
the  fort  of  Kehl,  and  having  found 
means,  from  the  ill  conflrmRion  of 
the  advanced  works,  and  other  lo¬ 
cal  difadvantages,  to  eRablifh  mor¬ 
tar  batteries  within  a  favourable 
diRance,  began  to  bombard  it. 
Finding  that  the  French  were  re- 
Solved  to  defend  it  with  vigour,  he 
determined  to  make  a  regular  liege, 
and,  after  drawing  a  line  of  cir- 
cumvallation,  opened  his  trenches 
on  the  25th  of  November,  and 
began  a  cannonade,  which  laRed 
without  intermiflion  fifteen  days, 
during  which  time  the  AuRrians 
were  repulfed  with  confiderable 
lofs,  in  the  various  attempts  which 
they  made  on  the  fortrefs,  and  the 
iflands  which  commanded  the  bridge 
of  communication. 

The  obRiuate  refiRance  of  the 
French,  and  the  Severity  of  the 
weather,  had  relaxed  the  operations 
7  of' 
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of  the  arch-duke  for  fome  time, 
when  the  Auftrians,  by  the  renewal 
of  their  attack  on  the  25th  of  De¬ 
cember,  began  to  make  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  fortrefs  an  enterprife 
of  danger  and  difficulty,  by  de- 
ftroying  again  the  communication 
with  Strafburg,  in  breaking  the 
bridge,  and  damaging  the  boats  fo 
as  to  render  them  ufelefs.  Having 
finifhed  the  fecond  parallel,  the 
Auftrians  attacked  and  carried  the 
French  camp,  and  the  battery  called 
the  Wolf-hole,  which  protected  it. 
The  French,  driven  ipto  the  for- 
trefs,  were  then  rallied  by  general 
Lacombe,  who  led  them  on  to  the 
attack,  and  having  made  the  retreat' 
of  his  troops  impoffible  by  de- 
ftroying  the  bridges  which  they 
palled  in  rallying  from  the  fortrefs, 
repulfed  the  Auftrians  with  confi- 
derable  lofs.  The  imperialifts  a 
few  days  after  returned  to  the 
charge  with  redoubled  fury,  and 
again  carried  the  camp,  and  ano¬ 
ther  redoubt  which  they  defend- 
ed  with  great  valour  againft  the 
French,  who  fucceeded,  after  a 
bloody  conteft,  in  retaking  it.  The 
cannonade  redoubled  on  each  fide  ; 
and  Kehl  was  in  a  few  days  nearly 
reduced  to  a  heap  of  ruins,  when 
the  imperialifts  fucceeded  in  ano¬ 
ther  attack  on  the  camp,  of  which 
they  retained  the  poffeffion. 

The  French  were  now  over¬ 
whelmed  by  the  artillery  of  the 
Auftrians,  who  had  planted  their 
cannons  in  their  very  batteries;  as 
their  communications  with  the  op- 
pofite  bank  were  entirely  cut  off, 
and  no  further  affiftance  could  be 
afforded,  a  capitulation  was  pro- 
pofed  by  general  Defaix,  who  wait¬ 
ed  in  perfon  on  prince  Charles. 
The  prince  would  not  confent  to 
the  conditions  which  were  propof- 
cd;  Defaix  refufed  to  make  any 
change,  andobferved,  that  he  lhould 


make  ufe  of  his  Taft  refcfilfctf,* 
What  refource  have  you  left  }■■■* 
inquired  the  arch-duke.  The 
French  general  replied,  that  he  . had 
fo  many  men,  and  fuch  a  quantity 
of  powder  remaining  ;  and  that  ra¬ 
ther  than  fubmit  to  a  di (honoura¬ 
ble  capitulation  he  would  blow  up 
the  Auftrian  camp,  and  both  ar¬ 
mies  lhould  periili  in  one  common 
'ruin.  The  arch -duke  immediately 
ligned  the  capitulation,  and  left  the 
French  twenty-four  hours  to  tranf- 
port  to  the  other  fide  the  remainder 
of  the  ftores  and  artillery  which 
had  been  employed  by  them  in  the 
glorious  refiftance  this  fortrefs  had 
made. 

The  advantages  gained  by  the 
Auftrians  in  the  capture  of  this 
fort,  were  greatly  counterbalanced 
by  the  flelay  it  occafioned,  and  the 
lofies  they  fuftained.  The  French 
at  that  advanced  feafon  could  have 
made  no  hoftile  incurfion  into  Ger¬ 
many,  not  having  the  means  of  ac- 
complilhing  any  important  object  ; 
and  a  (light  army  of  oblervation 
would  have  been  fufficient  to  have 
kept  them  within  the  lines  of  their 
fortrefs.  The  refiftance,  on  the 
contrary,  which  they  made,  was  at¬ 
tended  with  benefits  equal  to  al- 
moft  any  of  their  moft  brilliant 
victories. 

By  the  defence  of  this  fort  and 
that  of  Huningue,-  the  imperial 
army  on  the  Upper  Rhine  had  been 
kepU  in  a  ftate  of  continual  mo¬ 
tion  ;  their  troops  had  been  ha- 
raffed,  their  regiments  thinned,  and 
the  ftores  of  Mentz,  Manheim,  and 
Philiplburg,  entirely  exhaufted. 
But  of  ftill  greater  importance  was 
the  lengthened  employment  of  the 
Auftrian  troops  in  that  quarter,  as 
it  counteracted  the  plan  formed  by 
the  arch-duke  of  pufliing  his  con- 
queftson  the  left  fide  of  the  Rhine, 
which,  on  his  victorious  return  from 
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the  centre  of  Germany,  he  might 
have  found  an  operation  of  no  dif¬ 
ficult  achievement ;  or  what  is  Hill 
an  object  of  greater  confide  rat  ion, 
the  reultauce  made  by  the  French 
prevented  him  from  fending  off  the 
neceflary  reinforcements  to  general 
Alvinzi,  who  commanded  the  Au- 
ftrian  army  in  the  Tyrol,  and  who 
was  now  collecting  forces  from 
every  quarter  with  redoubled  acti¬ 
vity  to  attempt  once  more  the  de¬ 
liverance  of  general  Wurmfer  Hill 
fhut  up  in  Mantua,  and  effeCt  the 
expulfion  of  the  French  from  Italy. 

By  the  furrender  of  this  fortrefs, 
the  campaign  of  1796  was  con¬ 
cluded  on  the  Rhine,  as  the  fate  of 
the  redoubt  oppohte  Huningue 
was  determined  by  that  of  Kehl ;  a 
campaign  which  had  effected,  in  the 
fpace  of  a  few  months,  more  than 
has  been  before  achieved  during 
the  continuance  of  the  longed 
war  ,  which  had  fhaken  Europe  to 
its  foundations,  had  made  it  one 
vaft  theatre  of  carnage,  and  flained 
with  blood  every  river,  from  the 
frontiers  of  Holland,  to  the  Adria¬ 
tic  gulph.  To  the  French  it  was 
eminently  glorious ;  for,  although 
they  had  been  compelled  to  eva¬ 
cuate  the  country  on  the  eaft  of 
the  Rhine,  they  had  fucceeded  by 
their  irruption,  not  only  in  de¬ 
taching  almod  the  whole  of  the 
German  princes  from  the  coalition 
againft  them,  but  in  ftrengthening 
their  alliance  with  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  and  fowing  fuch  di (fen lion 
between  that  court  and  the  houfe 
of  Auflria,  as  would  be  likfiy  to 
produce  a  rupture  between  thofe 
powers,  and  probably  end  in  the 
fubverlion  of  the  German  empire. 

In  addition  to  thefe  advantages, 
the  invafion  of  Germany  operated 
a  powerful  diveriion  in  favour  of 
the  French  armies  in  Italy,  who 
Ijad  now  gained  pofleflion  of  the 


mod  fertile  part  of  the  emperor’s 
dominions,  and  laid  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  republican  government 
both  in  the  imperial  and  eccle- 
fialtical  dates ;  detaching  alfo  from 
the  coalition  in  that  quarter  the 
king  of  Sardinia,  to  whom  peace 
was  granted  on  fubmiffion  almod 
unconditional,  and  to  the  court  of 
Naples,  who  gained  it  on  eafier 
terms  through  the  mediation  of 
Spain.  With  that  power  a  new  and 
more  intimate  alliance  had  been 
formed  againd  England,  whom 
both  agreed  to  regard  as  their  com¬ 
mon  enemy. 

Qn  the  failure  of  the  late  nego¬ 
tiations  not  only  every  hope  of 
peace  was  vaniflied,  but  the  war 
on  the  continent  i'eemed  to  be 
taking  a  wider  courfe,  a  dill  more 
dedructive  range.  New  combina¬ 
tions  and  coalitions  were  forming 
between  the  various  powers  in  Ger¬ 
many  ;  and  vigorous  preparations 
were  made  for  the  continuance  or 
commencement  of  hodiiities  be¬ 
tween  the  contending  parties,  pro¬ 
digal  of  life  and  treafure,  already 
as  profulely  died  as  if  both  could 
have  no  end. 

What  may  be  the  podible  refult 
of  thefe  combinations,  we  {hall  not 
even  dare  to  conjecture.  The  af¬ 
fairs  of  Europe  appear  to  be  fituat- 
ed  in  that  truly  critical  date,  that 
the  fate  of  nations  feems  to  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  mod  trivial  acci¬ 
dents  or  events.  The  fydem  eda- 
blidied  by  the  ftatelmen  of  former 
ages  has  been  completely  over¬ 
thrown,  partly  by  t  e  aCtivitv  and 
violence  of  its  opponents,  but 
chiefly  by  the  wretched  blunders, 
and  miferable  and  puerile  conduct 
of  thofe  who  pretend  to  be  its  fup- 
porters. 

From  the  immenfe  and  formida¬ 
ble  power  which  France  has  ac¬ 
quired,  much  will  doubtlefs  depend 
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upon  the  {lability  of  her  govern¬ 
ment.  But  even  on  that  fubjeft, 
we  do  not  fcruple  to  confefs  that 
we  more  than  doubt.  The  expe¬ 
riment  is  a  great  one,  and  as  ha¬ 
zardous  as  great,  whether  any  form 
of  a  republic  be  Tinted  to  an  ex- 
tendve  country  and  a  denfe  popu¬ 
lation  ;  but,  however  that  may 
prove,  in  the  prefent  conditution 
of  France  we  have  always  forefeen 
the  feeds  of  its  own  diflolution. 
There  feems  no  connecting  band 
of  union  or  intered  between  the 
two  councils ;  much  lefs  between 
the  councils  and  the  executive  di¬ 
rectory.  A  difagreement  among 
the  members  of  the  directory  them- 
felves  muft  fruftate  every  meafure 
for  the  public  good  ;  and,  in  cafe 
of  a  difagreement  between  the 
councils,  we  much  fear  that  the  ap¬ 
peal  would  be  to  force  and  the 
fword. 

It  is  a  molt  lamentable  midake, 
and  it  has  arifen  chiefly  from  that 
childifh  attachment  to  what  is 
new,  to  conceive  it  neceffary  to 
make  the  feffion  of  the  legiflature 
permanent,  inltead  of  convening  it 
for  a  limited  time  fufficient  for  the 
difpatch  of  the  neceffary  bufinefs. 
Such  an  arrangement  cannot  fail 
to  engender  faClion  ;  to  infpire  am¬ 
bition  with  the  molt  deliruCtive 
projeCls,  and  to  excite  the  mod 
fatal  jealoulies  in  the  breads  of 
contending  parties.  It  is  opening 
a  theatre  for  difcord,  a  fchool  for 
vanity.  In  this  refpeCt  the  Ame¬ 
rican  conditution  poffefies  almod 
infinite  advantages  above  the 
French.  The  diortnefs  of  their  fef- 
fions  prevents  the  growth  of  fac« 
tion,  or  the  protraction  of  bufinefs ; 
and  the  exclufion  of  a  numerous  au¬ 
dience  confines  the  fpeakers  to  the 
ufeful  rather  than  the  ornamental, 
and  renders  the  affembly  a  proper 
deliberative  councilinftead  of  a  mere 


oratorical  exhibition*  When  th& 
neceffary  bud' iefs  is  concluded,  the 
members  difperfe ;  in  the  bofom* 
of  their  own  provinces  they  con- 
trad  a  ftrider  union  with  their 
condituents,  and  become  better 
acquainted  with  their  fentiments  + 
and  in  retirement  their  fpirits  are2 
cooled,  and  their  party  animofities 
are  forgotten. 

The  budnefs  of  government,  at 
lead  in  time  of  peace,  (and  religion, 
humanity,  and  policy  itfelf,  imperi- 
oufly  command  men  “  to  follow 
peace”  at  all  times)  might,  we  are 
conddent,  be  rendered  much  more 
dmple  than  it  is  ufually  conddered 
to  be  ;  and  that,  only  by  afdgning 
to  each  department  its  proper  and 
fpecidc  functions.  The  legiflative 
and  executive  powers  have  little  it* 
common,  and  could  fcarcely  inter¬ 
fere,  were  the  fundions  of  each 
but  once  debited.  The  executive 
power  would  then  naturally  divide 
itfelf  intotwo  branches,  that  which 
fuperintends  the  adminidration  of 
judice  within  the  date,  and  that 
which  maintains  the  external  re-, 
lations  with  foreign  powers.  The 
adminidration  of  judice,  in  a  well 
regulated  republic,  wtf  affert,  ought 
to  be  totally  independant  of  what 
is  ufually  called  the  government, 
and  ought  to  be  condded  to  judges 
appointed  under  every  podible  cir- 
cumdance  favourable  to  their  in¬ 
dependence,  and  to  juries  feleCted 
by  lot.  The  functions  then  of 
miniders  would  in  time  of  peace 
be  very  limited,  eafy,  and  dmple. 
They  would  have  only  to  maintain 
peace  by  every  podible  expedient^ 
and  to  preferve  the  commerce  of 
the  nation  from  unjud  infraction. 
This  dmplicity,  this  definition  of 
powers,  we  do  not  difcover  in  the^ 
French  conditution  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  we  predict  that  the  day  is.  at 
no  great  diftancej  when  the  nation^ 
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tail  once  more  be  the  wretched  fcience  mocks  the  fhort-fighted 
idftn  of  faction,  and  perhaps  of  policy  of  men,  may  intefpofe  fuch 
ivii  war.  *  events  as  fliall  render  abortive  the 

To  tiiefe  errors  may  be  added  fond  vifions  of  the  mod  accoin- 
fiother  fcarcely  lefs  fatal,  the  fdf-  plifhed  fratefmani  Such  an  event 
on- of  the  legiflature  in  the  me-  we  have  (lightly  noticed  in  the 
-opoiis,  that  dreadful  theatre  of  courfe  of  this  chapter,  —  the  death 
edition  and  tumult,  that  vortex  of  of  the  tmprefs  of  Rufiia.  This 
iffipation*  vice,  and  corruption,  extraordinary  woman  terminated 
ffie  propeniity  of  the  Parifians  a  life  of  fixty-feven  years,  and  a 
lfo  to  political  difcufiion,  and  to  reign  of  forty-four,  on  the  6th  of 
olitical  adociatiftns,  is  an  ill-boding  November,  1796.  Her  death  wa^ 
ircumftance.  The  government  of  generally  afcribed  to  an  apoplexy* 
lubs  has  before,  and  may  again,4  attended  with  an  exiravafation  of 
iiperfede  that  of  the  confBtution.  olood ;  for,  on  the  morning  of  the 
Should  the  prefent  constitution  5th,  (he  was  found  by  her  attend- 
f  France  be  fubverted,  the  change  ants  fenfelefs  on  the  floor  of  hef 
Hll  probably  be  an  advance  to-  private  clofet.  To  enter  into  the 
yards  its  former  defpotifm,  rather  detail  of  her  hiftorV,  would  be  to 
han  an  enlargement  of  that  liberty  narrate  the  principal  political  tranf- 
vhich  the  people  have  endeavour-  actions  that  have  convulfed  the 
d  to  eftablifli.  The  changes,  on  European  world  for  a  feries  of 
he  contrary,  which  may  be  ex-  years  *  and,  yet  it  is  from  her  life 
>e£ted  in  other  countries,  will  cer-  that  her  character  would  be  bed 
:ainly,  in  the  ptefsnt  temper  of  appreciated  The  means  by  which 
mankind,  be  fuch  as  (hall  relax  the  (lie  afcemled  the  throne  are  well 
fciands  of  oppreffion,  afreft  the  pro-  known  :  tfi ey  are  written  in  blood, 
grefs  of  cruelty,  and  in  fome  re-  and  bear  that  hideous  charadterj  by 
ipe£t  improve  the  condition  of  which  the  voice  of  God  and  na~ 
man.  Thefe  changes  will  hr  ft  take  ttfre  has  defignated  the  moft  fia- 
place*  in  the  fmaller  dates,  where  grant  of  human  offences.  Yet  if 
the  people  naturally  maintain  a  ambition  prompted  her  to  crimes* 
tlofer  mtercourfe,*  and  have  fenti-  we  mu  ft  in  candourallow  that  warn* 
ments  more  in  common  and  better  ton  cruelty  was  not  one  of  her' 
known  to  each  other  than  in  larger  vices ;  and  that,'  if  (be  was  an  ufurp-  ' 
Communities,  where,  confequently,  er  and  a  defpot,  (he  ftilf  was  not 
the  difcontented  party  will  be  able  a  tyrant.  The  adherents  of  her 
to  form  itfelf  into  a  more  compact  huiMnd  found  their  fidelity  tot 
and  more  efficient  body.  Yet  the  their  mailer  overlooked  by  the  cle-* 
combinations  which  we  have  in-  mency  of  her  vvhofe  defigns  they 
timated  to  have  been  formed  a-  had  oppol’ed  ;  and  fome,  whom  & 
tnong  the  more  powerful  dates,  and  mind  of  lefs  com pafs  and  genero- 
which,  in  our  next  volume,  we  (hall  lity  would  have  facrificed  to  its  re- 
be  able  more  diftin&ly  to.  explain,  fentments,  were  attached  by  ho- 
may  perhaps  precipitate  even  their  nours  and  rewards, 
own  fate,  and  produce  an  effect  dU  Unfortunately,  ambition  in  a  fo- 
redly  oppofite  to  the  intention  of  vereign  is  commonly  more  fruitful 
their  framers.  of  human  mifery  than  the  mcl£ 

,  In  the  mean  time,  that  fupreme  frightful  tyranny;  and  the  blood 
invisible  Providence,  whofe  omni-  which  was  (hed  by  Catherine 
*796,  T  during 
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during  a  reign  of  almoft  uninter¬ 
rupted  warfare,  bears  a  more  de¬ 
cided  teftimony  to  the  natural  or 
habitual  depravity  of  her  heart, 
than  the  moll  capricious  exceffies  of 
the  word:  of  the  Roman  tyrants. 
To  accomplifti  her  ends,  too,  hie 
feldom  hefitated  with  refpedt  to  the 
means :  with,  her,  weaknefs  was  al¬ 
ways  a  crime;  and  to  want  the. 
means  of  defence  was  fufiicient  at 
all  times  to  excite  her  rapacity. 
In  common  with  her  aftbciates,  the 
defpots  of  Auftria  and  Pruffia,  her 
memory  muft  (hare  in  all  the  infa¬ 
my  attendant  on  the  plunder  of 
Roland ;  and  while  fhe  approved  the 
hprrid  and  difgu  fling  maffiacres  of 
Ifmael  and  Warfaw,  hie  becomes 
an  aeceftary  in  the  crime. 

Or  her  talents  the  world  have 
conceived  much  more  favourably 
than  of  her  principles  ;  and  with 
juftice.  Yet  fire  was  a  perfon  of 
more, ability  than  of  wifdom ;  and 
her  conduct  evinced  that  fhe  was 
either  deficient  in  found  informa¬ 
tion,  or  that  her  judgment  was  the 
dupe  of  her  pafiions.  It  was  not 
a’11  acceffion  of  territory  that  Ruffia 
wanted ;  it  was  population,  in- 
duftry,  and  the  arts  of  civilized 
life,  all  of  which  the  military  fyfiem 
is  direchly  calculated  to  retard. 
Though  file  aded,  however,  upon 
a  miilaken  fyfiem,.  yet  it  muff  be 
cpnfefled  that  her  meafures  were 
not  perilled  upon  the  fame  weak, 
narrow,  and  indecifiv£  principles, 
which  charableriz*e  thofe  of  the  o- 
ther  courts  of  Europe ;  and  her 
policy  in  engaging  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  potentates  in  an  abfurd  and 
abortive  league  againfi  the  French' 
republic,  while  file  flood  aloof  her- 
felf  at  a  inoft  cautious  difiance,  if 
it  was  not  great  and  honourable, 
was  certainly  not  unwife.  She,  in¬ 
deed,  prided  herfelf  upon  her  di¬ 
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plomatic  abilities,  and  regarded 
with  contempt  the  majority  of  mo¬ 
dern  fiacefmen.  For  the  talents  of 
the  prefent  minifier  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  fhe  is  well  known  to  have  en¬ 
tertained  no  degree  of  refpedl ;  and 
this  humble  opinion  of  the  capaci¬ 
ty  of  the  perfon  with  whom  flic, 
had  to  contend;,  may  be  feen  in 
the  whole  of  the  negotiations  re- 
fpeding  Oczako\v. 

Of  her  internal  regulation  s,  fome 
are  highly  deferving  of  commen¬ 
dation,  fuch  as  the  reform  which 
was  undertaken  at  her  command 
in  the  Ruffian  fyfiem  of  j.urifpru- 
dence  ;  but  in  her  arrangements  in 
general  there  was  more  of  oftenta- 
tion  than  of  utility.  Her  patronage 
of  letters  proceeded  more  from  the 
love  of  flattery  than  of  fcience 
and  (fo  delufive  is  felf-love)  while 
fhe  expedled,  by  her  munificence  to 
thofe  whole  labours  guide  the  fen- 
timents  and  govern  tne  opinions  of 
mankind,  to  fecure  herfelf  a  fixa¬ 
tion  high  in  the  records  of  fame, 
it  is  by  literary  men  that  her  cha^ 
ratfier  will  be  tranfmitted  to  pofie- 
rity  as  an  bbjeefi  of  execration.  . 

Her  death  muft  caufe  a  material 
alteration  in  the  politics  of  Europe. 
It  is  probable  "that  her  ambitious 
fpirit  would  not  much  longer  have! 
regarded  with  quietnefs  the  aggran- 
diz.ement  of  the  French ;  unlefs  that 
crooked  policy,  which  file  always 
purfued,  had  induced  her  to  take, 
advantage  of  the  troubles  of  EuV 
rope,  to  crufli  and  plunder  fome  of 
her  exhaufted  neighbours.  The 
prince  by  whom  fhe  is  fucceeded, 
has  hitherto  evinced  in  his  con¬ 
duct  none  of  his  mother’s  dif? 
poli tio ns,  but  her  clemency  and 
munificence.  He  appears  to  be  a 
lo  ver  of  peace,  and  has  rendered 
himfelf  dear  to  the  friends  of  juftice 
and  humanity  by  his  libeiation  of 


FOREIGN  HIS  TORT. 


the  gallant  Kofciufko,  and  the  other 
brave  but  unfortunate  patriots  of 
Poland. 

In  reviewing  the  (fate  of  Europe 
at  this  eventful  crifis,  it  would  be 
a  matter  of  ferious  exultation  to 
us,  if  we.  could  difcover  any  thin? 
which  promifed  to  reftore  to  our 
ieprefled  country  her  ancient  pro¬ 
sperity,  and  to  repair,  the  injuries 
md  mutilations  which  her  ancient 
;on(fitutian  has  fuftained.  But  the 
Drofpedt  is  only  pregnant  with  hu¬ 
miliation  and  with  forrow.  We 
hall  therefore  content  otirfelves. 
vith  once  more  ftrenuoufty  entreat- 
ng  every  Engliftiman  to  think  (for 
t  is  his  duty  to  think),  and  to  ex- 
Lmine  the  faffs  for  himfelf.  He. 
vho  determines  to  act  upon  the 
udgment  of  others,  is  at  lead  in 
[anger  of  affing  wrong ;  but  he 
vho  weighs  with  an  impartial  mind 
he' evidence  on  both  (ides,  what- 
ver  may  be  his  talents,  will,  in 
>oliticai  affairs,  feldom  fail  of  form- 
ng  a  juft  conclufion.  Nothing  in¬ 
feed  can  be  more  injurious  than  that 
efpicable  eimpiricifm  which  would 
•erfuade  the  people  that  fuch  an 
xamination  is  above  their  capacit¬ 
ies,  or  that  politics  is  a  fcience  re- 
noved  out  of  the  vortex  of  com- 
aonfenfe;  and  the  maxim  is  the 
apre  abfurd  and  pernicious,  when 
f'e  refieff  that  the  aftive  powers  of 
overnment  are  often  exercifed  by 
nen  whofe  abilities  and  whofe  in-, 
ormation  are  even  inferior  to  thof'e 
f  others  who  dare  not  perhaps 
safon,  on  their  conduff.  The  evi- 
ence  to  which  we  refer  "will  be 
lund  in  the  debates  of,  parliament ; 
ier.e,  every  argument  is  urged  by 
ie  ableft  advocates.  oiy  both  (ides; 
iere,  every  falfe  aflertion  may  be 
ifuted ;  there,  every  dubious  prin- 
iple  is  acutely  inveftigated.  On 
us  account  we  have  always  been  - 
ar^ivularlv  attentive  to  this  de¬ 


partment  of  our  work;  fince  no 
man  can  be  well  and  accurate!? 
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informed  on  the  ftate  of  public 
affairs,  who.  has  not  carefully  per- 
ufed  and  impartially  examined 
the  tranfaffions  of  parliament. 

Though,  however,  we  wifh  not 
to  influence  the  judgment  of  any. 
reader,  we  may  yet  be  permitted 
to  direft  his  attention  to  certain 
points,  as  more  interefting  in  the  in- 
veftigation  than  others,  and  indeed 
as  abfolutefv  neceftary  to  the  form¬ 
ing  of  a  CQrreff  judgment  on  the  pre* 
lent  ftate  of  this  country. 

The  moil  immediate  and  preff. 
ing  objeff  of  inquiry  undoubtedly 
refpeffs  the  origin  and  caufes  of 
the  prefent  war,  and  whether  it 
was  in  its  commencement  necef- 
fary  or  not.  As  the  firft  excuie  for 
interfering  in  the  difpute  with 
France  was  the  propofal  for  open¬ 
ing  the  Scheldt  to  the  Low  Coun¬ 
tries,  the  fair  inquirer  will  firft  afk, 
whether  the  fecuring  to  the  Dutch 
the  exclufive  navigation  of  thaL 
river  was  a  reafonable  objedf  on 
which  to  lavifli  millions  of  Britifh 
treasure,  and  to.  (lied  oceans  of  Bri- 
tifli  blood?  The  next  pretext  was 
tlpe  decree  of  the  igth  of  November 
1792;  and  the  natural  inquiry  will1 
be,  why  we  were  more  immediately 
interefted  in  that  decree,  than  other 
nations  which  happily  contented 
themfelves  with  a  prudent  neutra¬ 
lity  ?  He  will  next  aik,  whether 
on  thefe  topics  every  reafonable 
fat  >s  faction  was  not  offered  by  M* 
M.  Chauvelin  and  Le  Brim?  whe¬ 
ther  M.  Maret’s  million  was.  not  to 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  Britifh 
mi nifter  a  fee  11  re  and  valuable 
pledge  of  peace  ?  and  why  the 
Humble  foli citations  of  Le  Brun, 
after  hoftilities  had  commenced, 
were  rejected  with  a  child ifh  arro¬ 
gance,  aim  oft  bordering  on  fti- 
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Thefe  are  fa<ds,  and  to  fa<ds  only, 
on  fuch  an  occafion,  it  can  be  right 
to  appeal.  But  it  is  mod:  drangely 
alleged  further,  that  we  were  befet 
at  this  unfortunate  ends  by  a  num¬ 
ber  of  domejlic  enemies,  and  that 
thefe  could  only  be  fubdued  by  a 
foreign  warfare.  The  argument  is 
worthy  of  the  caufe,  and  of  its  au¬ 
thor;  for  it  needs  only  to  be  fairly 
dated,  to  appear  ridiculous.  We 
conftfs  that  to  us  the  anfwer  of 
M.  Le  Brim  always  appeared  to 
fugged  a  much  eafier  and  more 
rational-  remedy  :  —  “  If  you  have 
bad  citizens  among  you  (da-id  he) 
have  you  not  laws  to  coerce  them?’* 
The  candid  inquirer  will,  however, 
not  fatisfy  himfelf  either  with  the 
afiertion-  or  with  the  reply.  He 
will  require  clear  and  decifive  in¬ 
formation  refpeddingthe  real  ground 
of  apprehenfion  from  domeflic  ene¬ 
mies.  He  will  afk,  whether  mini- 
ders  might  not  be  deceived  them- 
felves,  or  whether  they  might  not 
conceive  it  their  filtered  to  deceive 
others  ?  He  will  afk  who  were 
thefe  domedic  enemies,  and  of 
what  defcription  ?  He  will  find, 
on  invedigating  evidence,  that,  in 
the  latter  end  of  179I,  fbme  trades¬ 
men  and  mechanics  in  the  metro¬ 
polis,  not  exceeding  a  thoufand,’ 
and  fcarccly  amounting  to  that 
number,  adociated  together  for  the 
purpofe  of  promoting  a  parliamen¬ 
tary  reform ;  and  about  half  the 
number  in  Sheffield  and  its  vicini¬ 
ty.  That  fome  fpeculative' repub¬ 
licans  might  mingle  in  thefe  foe  re¬ 
ties,  is  pcdbbk;  yet  he  will  remem¬ 
ber  that  the  mod  furious  republi¬ 
can  fentiments  generally  proceeded 
from  the  fpies  whom  adminidra- 
tion  thought  proper  to  employ  in 
thofe  focieties.  He  will  find  that 


not  all  the  weight,  a&ivity,  and 
powers  of  government,  could  fix 
upon  a  Angle  individual  connected 
with  thefe  focieties,  a  charge  of 
treasonable  praftices.  He  will  then 
inquire  what  is  become  of  thef<£ 
formidable  domedic  foes,  the  bare 
apprehendon  of  whom  forced  11s 
into  the  war?  Are  they  becomes 
converted  by  the  minider’s  argu¬ 
ments  ?  are  they  at  once  transform-? 
ed,  from  fierce  and  fanguinary  le«* 
vellers,  to  peaceable  and  decent 
citizens  ?  or  is  it  that  in  reality 
they  never  exided,  and  a  falfe  a- 
larm  has  only  fubfided  ? 

Yet  let  us  not  be  hady  ?rs  omf 
conclufions,  —  let  us  weigh  the  an* 
guments  on  every  fide.  It  has  beet* 
alTerted  that  enough  was  proved  ter 
evince  the-  dangerous  ddigns  of 
thefe  anti-conditutional  foeieties  *£ 
—  it  has  been  proved  that  they 
fought  a  parliamentary  reform - 
and  a  parliamentary  reform,  it  is- 
alleged,  is  the  next  dep  to  a  revo¬ 
lution.  This  is  indeed  a  wide  amf 
ferious  topic  of  difeuffion but  it 
is  not  necedary  to  inveftigate  it 
here.  The  project  of  parliamentary 
reform,  whatever  it  be,  is  the  child 
of  Mr.  Pitt , — if  not  the  natural,  at 
lead  the  adopted  offspring  of  that 
minider  ;  he  introduced  it  into  pub-' 
lie  notice,  — he  brought  it  into  fa- 
diion.  — For  its  merits  or  demerits 
he  is  refponfible,  —  He  has  not  yet 
formally  difclaimed  it; — he  ha^ 
quibbled  about  the  time,  —  but  h# 
has  not  manfully  retraced  his  er¬ 
ror,  if  it  be  one;  and  let  it  not  be 
faid  that  what  was  wholefome,  nu> 
tritive,  and  pleafant,  in  1782,  could 
be  poifonous  and  fatal  in  1793. 
If  a  parliamentary  reform  lead  to  a 
republic,  if  its  natural  tendency  be 
to  that  form-  of  government,  in 


#  It  was  fuirl  by  fir  Janies  Sauaderfon,.  fir  John  Milford,  alierraan  Curtis,  or  fome  other 
*f  great  oracles  of  &duufti#atiou.  4  -*i, 
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ffoat  It  muft  end,  at  whatever  time 
it  be  adopted.  With  the  example 
of  France  before  our  eyes,  the  ad¬ 
vances  might,  it  is  true,  have  been 
more  rapid;  but  without  it  they 
Would  not  have  been  lefs  certain. 
Thofe  who  are  adverfe  to  a  reform 
of  parliament  mull  concur  in  thefe 
fentiments  ;  thofe  who  approve  it, 
will  fmile  at  their  apprehenfions. 

The  fecond  fubjeCt  of  inveftiga- 
tion  will  be  the  condw&  of  the  war ; 
and,  in  purfuing  this,,  the  inquirer 
will  probably  be  forced  to  one  of 
thefe  two  conclufionS, — either  that 
its  objeffs,  u  indemnity  for  the 
paft  *,  and  fecurity  Son*  the  future,” 
were  impra&i  cable  at  the  firft ;  or 
that  thofe  objects  have  not  been 
purfued  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
induce  a  fuceefsful  ifiue.  It  will 
hot  improve  the  argument,  to  e- 
feape  from  the  dilemma,,  by  faying 
that  the  Britifh  minifters  were  de¬ 
ceived  and  difappointed  in  the 
courfe  of  events ;  they  fet  out  with 
the  faireft  hopes ;  but  they  calculated 
upon  means  which  it  was  not  af¬ 
terwards  in  their  power  to  com¬ 
mand  ;  they  calculated  on  the  ap¬ 
parent  weaknefs  of  their  enemy, 
and  on  the  fidelity  of  their  allies. 
We  are  not  writing  to  prove  the 
incapacity  of  minifters ;  but  if  we 
were,  this  argument,  which  is  the 
rnoft  common  in  the  mouths  of 
their  adherents,  is  the  very  argu¬ 
ment  we  fhouid  employ.  They 
ought  to  have  known  the  refources 
of  the  enemy ;  they  ought  to  have 
afeertained  the  dependance  which 
might  be  placed  on  their  allies.  A 
real  ftatefman  forefaw  thefe  diffi¬ 
culties  and  objections,  and  fore¬ 
warned  minifters  of  them.  It  is  the 
part  of  a  ftatefman  to  calculate  well 
his  means  beforehand,  and  to  enter 

*  It  is  aoteafy  to  fay  what  was  meant 
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into  no  conteft  where  he  cannot 
enfure  a  conclufion  thatfhali  at  lead 
not  be  difaftrous  ;  it  is  the  part  of  a 
weak,  fanguine,  and  lliort-fighted 
man  to  plunge  precipitately  into 
danger,  to  ftake  the  blood  and  the 
treafure  of  a  nation  on  the  caft  of  $ 
die,  on  what  is  vulgarly  termed 
“  the  chapter  of  accidents,”  or,  in 
fafliionable  language,  “  exifting  cir* 
cumftances.” 

Are  the  minifters  and  their  ad* 
herents,  who  are  now  as  clamorous 
for  peace  as  they  ever  were  for  war, 
then  confident?  This  is  another' 
important  branch  of  the  inquiry. 
No  one  object  of  the  war  has  been 
obtained ;  if  ever  then  the  war  was 
64  juft  and  necefiary,”  it  is  .«  juft 
and  necefiary”'  ftlll.  Are  the  French 
lefs  formidable  becaufe  they  have 
been  victorious  ?  or  are  republican: 
principles  lefs  dangerous  becaufe 
they  have  been  fuccefs-ful?  Alas?*' 
neither  our  foreign  nor  our  domef « 
tie  enemies  have  been  fubdued  f 
neither  have  the  former  been  anni¬ 
hilated  in  the  field,  nor  the  latter 
on  the  fcaffold.  Hardy,  Tooke, 
and  Thelwall  ftill  exift,  and  Buona¬ 
parte  is  victorious  S  and  yet  peace, 
which  was  ruinous  in  1792,  before 
we  had  deftroved  our  commerce 
and  doubled  our  taxes,  is  expedient 
and  defirable  in  1797.  Either  then 
thofe  are  confident,  who  ftill  ad¬ 
here  to  the  minifter’s  declaration  in 
1 793,  that  “  the  fafety  of  Britain  is 
incompatible  with  the  exiftence  of 
a  republic  in  France or  thofe  who 
have  uniformly  affirmed  that  the 
war  was  never  either  juft  or  necef- 
fary ;  that  it  had  its  origin  in  in¬ 
fancy,  or  a  folly  bordering  on  in- 
fanity ;  and  its  blue  in  calamity  and 
humiliation. 

The  laft  objeCl  that  calls  for  par¬ 
ty  indemnity ,  before  any  hoftile  ait  was  eora- 
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ticular  attention  is  the  effe&s  of  the 
war;  and  thefe  will  alfo  be  moll 
fatisfa&orily  collected  from  the  de¬ 
bates  of  parliament.  In  this  the 
inquirer  mull  not  fatisfy  himfelf 
with  alking,  whether,  if  we  had 
preserved  our  neutrality,  our  com¬ 
merce  was  likely  to  remain  undi- 
minilhed  ?  hut,  whether  or  not  it 
was  likely  to  have  increafed  ?  He 
will  not  reft  contented  with  falla¬ 
cious  ftatements  concerning  ex¬ 
ports  and  imports,  which  include 
fupplies  for  fleets  and  armies ;  but 
he  will  look  at  the  actual  ftate  of 
the  country.  He  will,  perhaps,  fee 
the  neceflaries  of  life  almoft* doubled 
an  price,  and  yet  the  national  wealth 
a&ually  diminished.  He  will  com¬ 
pare  the  fituation  of  the  country 
with  its  fituation  during  the  cala¬ 
mitous  American  war;  and  he  will 
ijnd  that  the  a&ual  depreflion  of 


the  funded  property  of  the  nation, 
in  a  comparifoti  between  thefe  two 
periods,  is  now  more  than  twenty  per 
cent  *.  He  will  find,  that,  in  thefe 
four  years  of  mifery  and  difcomfi- 
ture,  the  public  burthens  are  actually 
doubled.  — ^  He  will  find  a  frightful 
deficit  in  the  national  finances;  that 
the  expenditure,  even  in  the  event 
of  an  immediate  peace,  muft  exceed 
the  income  by  four  millions  a  year ; 
and  that,  in  the  event  of  another 
campaign,  even  that  deficit  muft  be 
immenfely  increafed  -ft, 

It  is  to  this  alarming  difcovery 
we  muft  awake  from  our  dreams  of 
conqueft  and  .of  glory.  The  evil  is 
now  hid  from  the  eyes  of  an  unre¬ 
flecting  multitude,  by  the  glare  and 
pomp  of  military  arrangement,  and, 
by  a  falfe  fpendour  that  only  daz¬ 
zles  to  deceive. — May  heaven  avert 
the  awfql  confequences  I 


*  In  the  American  war,  the  extreme  deprefiion  of  the  flocks  was  when  the  three  Jie*' 
ttnts.  were  at  54  we  have  iince  fqen  them  at  48  ;  and  yet  T*48  at  prerant,  when  co«i»> 
pared  with  the  price  of  commodities,  is  fcarceJy  equal  to  fSQ  in  the  American  war. 

<  £  gee  the  earl  of  Lauderdale’s  excellent  tradts  on  the  finances. 
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PRINCIPAL  OCCURRENCES 

In  the  Year  1796, 


JANUARY. 

I-  Wednefday  Iaft,  Mrs. 

W  Mary  Reed,  widow  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Reed,  efq.  who  died  af  Berke¬ 
ley,  in  April,  1794,  was  fully  com¬ 
mitted  to  Gloucefter  gaol,  on  fuf- 
picion  of  having  poifoned  her  huf- 
band. 

It  appeared,  on  the  examination, 
that,  about  two  years  ago,  a  fuf- 
picion  arofe,  that  captain  Reed  had 
poifon  given  to  him  in  fome 
broth  ;  that  finding  himfelf  indif- 
pofed,  he  went  to  lie  down  on  the 
bed  ;  that  while  he  was  there,  die 
went  up  to  fee  him  ;  that  her 
brother  followed  with  a  broom  - 
flick,  and  flruck  him  three  violent 
blows  over  his  head  ;  that  fhe  im¬ 
mediately  called  out  murder,  and 
her  brother  efcaped.  A  medical 
gentleman  being  fent  for,  came 
and  dreffed  his  head,  and  left  him 
about  fix  in  the  evening,  obferv- 
ing  that  there  was  no  danger  of 
death  from  the  wounds;  but,  at 
nine  o’clock  captain  Reed  expired. 
Mrs.  Reed  applied  the  fame  even¬ 
ing  for  a  coffin  to  be  made,  and 
w idled  to  have  him  buried  the 
next  day,  faying,  that  as  he  died 
fuddenly  he  would  not  keep ; 
which  circumflance  giving  rife  to 
a  fufpicion,  he  was  opened  by  a 
furgeon,  and  a  fomething  being 
found  in  his  flomach,  which  was 


given  to  a  dog,  proved  his  imme¬ 
diate  death.  On  this  evidence,  the 
coroner’s  jury  fat  on  the  body  of 
captain  Reed  and  gave  a  verdidl  of 
wilful  murder. 

The  brother  of  Mrs.  Reed  a- 
bovementioned,  was  found  dead 
about  four  days  after  the  deceafe 
of  captain  Reed,  and  is  fuppofed 
to  have  (hot  himfelf  with  a  blun- 
derbufs  found  lying  by  him,  his 
head  being  blown  to  pieces. 

At  the  time  this  fhocking  affair 
took  place,  Mrs.  Reed  was  ex¬ 
amined  before  the  coroner’s  jury, 
and  difeharged  for  want  of  evi¬ 
dence.  In  a  late  trial  of  an  action 
brought  by  Mrs.  Reed  againft  the 
Roval  Exchange  affurance  office, 
for  the  recovery  of  aoool.  the 
amount  of  a  policy  of  affurance  on 
the  life  of  captain  Reed  .{who  died 
within  a  week  after  the  execution 
of  the  policy)  fome  fufpicious  cir- 
cumftances  arofe,  which  induced 
Mr.  Mingay,  her  counfel,  to  fub- 
mit  to  be  nonfuited,  rather  than 
urge  the  trial  farther,  and  occafi- 
oned  Mrs.  Reed  to  be  apprehended 
a  fecond  time. 

Carlton-houfe ,  fnit.  7.  This 
morning,  between  nine  and  ten 
o’clock,  the  princefs  of  Wales  was 
happily  delivered  of  a  princefs. 
His  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of 
Gloucefter,  his  grace  the  arch- 
biffiop  of  Canterbury,  the  lord 
(A  2)  chan- 
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chancellor,  the  lord  prefident  of 
his  majefty’s  council,  his  grace  the 
duke  of  Leeds,  his  grace  the  duke  of 
Devonfbire,  the  earl  of  Cholmon- 
deley,  lord  chamberlain,  and  the 
earl  of  Jerfey,  mafler  of  the  horfe 
to‘  his  royal  highnefs  the  prince  of 
Wales,  the,  right  honourable  lord 
Thurlow,  and  the  ladies  of  her 
royal  highnefs’s  bedchamber,  were 
prefent. 

12.  In  confequence  of  a  dif- 
pute  at  the  Opera  houfe,  on  Sa¬ 
turday  evening,  between  major 
Sweet  man  of  the  Independents, 
and  capt.  Watfon,  ot  the  qotn  re- 
rnment,  thefe  gentlemen,  attended 
.by  their  feconds  and  furgeons,  met 
yefterdav  morning  near  Cobham. 
The  combatants  were,  pofted  by 
the  feconds,  at  the  diitance  of  ten 
yards ;  but  major  Sweetman  who 
was  fbort-fighted,  complaining  that 
he  could  not  fee  clearly,  capt. 
'Watfon  called  out  to  him  to  ad¬ 
vance  .till  he  was  fatisfied.  He 
advanced  to  within  four  yards, 
when  both  parties  fired  together. 
Capt.  Watfon ’s  ball  went  in  at 
major  Sweetman’s  right  bread,  and 
came  out  at  his  left.  He  fell,  and 
inftantly  expired.  Capt.  Watfon 
was  wounded  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  thigh,  but  is  in  a  fair  way  of 
recovery,  the  ball  having  been  ex~ 
tracked. 

1 6.  Yeflerday  came  on  a  caufe 
of  importance  to  all  diffenting  con¬ 
gregations  throughout  the  king¬ 
dom.  The  proteftant  diffenting 
chapel  at  Kenfmgton  had  been 
rated  to  the  poor  by  the  overfeers 
of  that  parifh.  The  trufrees  o.f 
the  chapel  at  firft  paid  the  tax, 
but  afterward  objedted,  and  ap- 
qealed  to  the  parochial  veftry  meet¬ 
ing,  when  the  rate  was  confirmed. 
From  this  decifion,  the  truftees  of 
the  chapel  appealed  to  the  former 
pyarter  feffions,  but  by  motion  of 
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the  counfel  for  the  parifh,  the  ap¬ 
peal  was  adjourned  over  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  quarter  feflions,  which  was 
held  yeflerday.  Meffrs.  Sylvefler 
and  Knowles  were  counfel  for  the 
appellants,  and  meffrs.  Fielding  and 
Confl  for  the  refpondents,  The 
refpondents’  counfel  argued,  that 
wherever  an  ere6tion  took  place, 
and  covered  a  piece  of  land,  as  an, 
objedt  of  value,  it  became  taxable 
to  the  fupport  of  the  poor  of  that 
parifh  in  which  it  was  fituated  ; 
and  that  the  truftees  had  an  in- 
tereft  and  profit  in,  add  were  to 
be  confidered  as  proprietors  and, 
occupiers  of,  this  building,  and  as 
fuch  were  liable  to  be  taxed.-—- 
The  counfel  for  the  appellants  ar¬ 
gued,  that  the  truftees  were  merely 
nominally  fuch,  on  behalf  of  the 
fubfcribers  to  the  building  of  the 
chapel ;  that  they  had  no  peculiar 
ftitereft  in,  nor  derived  any  benefit 
or  profit  therefrom  ;  what  the  con* 
gregation  paid,  was  by  voluntary 
fubfcription,  the  whole  of  which 
went  to  the  fupport  of  the  officiat¬ 
ing  minifter,  and  the  expen fes  of 
public  worfhip.  Evidence  was  ad¬ 
duced  in  proof  of  thefe  fa<fts,  and 
the  truftees  offered  to  come  for¬ 
ward  and  fwear  that  they  never 
had  received,  and  that  they  never 
would  receive,  the  fmalleft  reim- 
burfement  for  the  expenfes  they 
had  been  at  from  the  annual  fub- 
fcriptions,  which  were  foleiy  ap¬ 
propriated  as  above.  The  chair¬ 
man,  Mr.  Mainwaring,  remarked, 
that  Mr,  Fielding’s  pofttion  could 
not  be  admitted  in  the  brpad  way 
he  had  ftated  it ;  for  many  charita¬ 
ble  foundations,  churches,  Sec. 
were  not  liable  to  taxation ;  the 
truftees  or  governors  of  St.  Luke’s, 
Sec.  were  not  taxable,  although  it 
was  cuftomary  for  the  nurfes  to 
receive  a  fee  on  the  admiffion  of 
every  patient ;  nor  were  churches 
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liable  to  be  taxed,  although  the 
le&urer  derived  a  benefit  from  the 
voluntary  fubfcription  of  his  hear¬ 
ers.  The  juftices  determined  in 
favour  of  the  truftees  of  the  chapel. 
— A  firtiila'r  decifion  took  place 
laft  year  at  Guildhall,  on  an  ap¬ 
peal  of  the  truftees  of  the  meeting- 
heufe,  in  Hare-court,  Alderfgate, 
againft  the  demand  for  rates  by  the 
officers  of  that  parifti. 

25.  Yefterday,  George  Colley, 
an  Engliftiman ;  Francis  Cole,  a 
black  ;  and  Michael  Blanche,  and 
Emanuel  Batha,  two  Spaniards, 
\vere  brought  before  the  admiralty 
feffion,  at  the  Old  Bailey,  being 
charged  with  the  murd'er  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Little,  captain  of  an  Ameri¬ 
can  Blip,  'called  the  American  Ea^ 
gle,  in  the  chops  of  the  Channel, 
on  the  28  th  of  Otftober  laft.  The 
firft  two  only  were  then  tried,  arid, 
after  a  long  examination  of  wit- 
neffes,  were  found  guilty.  The 
two  latter  being  foreigners,  their 
trial  was  poftponed  till  this  clay, 
in  order  that  they  might  have  their 
privilege  of  a  jury  half  foreigners  ; 
but  this,  in  the  fequel,  they  were 
induced  to  wave  5  and,  on  the  cpn- 
tlufion  of  the  trial,  Blanche  was 
found  guilty,  and  Batha  acquitted. 

26.  Yefterday  morning,  at  a 
quarter  before  nine  o’clock,  the 
powder-mills  belonging"  to  Mr. 
Hill,  at  Hanmer,  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  Hounflow,  and  twelve 
from  town,  were  blown  up,  ow¬ 
ing,  it  is  faid,  to  the  fevere  friftion 
'occafioned  by  the  iron  works  not 
being  properly  oiled.  The  flames 
communicated  to  a  lighter  in  the 
mill  river,  containing  thirty  bar¬ 
rels  of  powder,  which  alfo  went 
off  with  a  moll:  tremendous  Block, 
The  concuffions  were  diftinctly 
felt  throughout  the  whole  of  We  ft  - 
tninfter  and  St.  George’s  Fields, 
the  force  of  which  actually  fhook 


many  perfons  in  their  beds,  and 
daggered  others  who  were  walk¬ 
ing  in  the  ftreets.  At  Hounftow, 
every  houfe  is  more  or  lefs  damag- 
e'd.  Scarcely  a  pane  of  glafs  has 
efcaped,  and  at  the  King’s  Head 
even  the  window  frames  are 
Blattered  to  pieces.  At  IBeworth, 
Twickenham,  and  Brentford,  the 
people  were  fo  much  alarmed,  that 
they  quitted  their  dwellings,  and 
many  of  them  ran  about  the  ftreets 
a  confiderable  time  half  naked. 
Several  of  the  houfes  are  very  con- 
fiderably  injured.  Not  a  veftige 
of  the  milk  is  left  Banding ;  and 
Hounflow  h’eath  is  covered  with 
bricks  and  tiles.  The  number 
of  lives  loft  on  this  dreadful  oc~ 
cafion  is  not  yet  correctly  afeer- 
tained  ;  but  four  men  are  known 
to  have  peri  fried,  Viz.  three  who 
were  in  the  mills,  a/id  one  in  the 
velTH  on  the  river,  who  have  deft 
large  families  to  lament  their  Block¬ 
ing  fate.  The  lofs  of  property 
fiiftained  by  this  ekplofion  is  efti- 
mated  at  near  20,000k  About 
twenty  years  ago,  the  mills  on  the 
fame  fpot  were  deftroyed  by  a  fi- 
miiar  accident. 

28.  This  morning,  Francis 

Cole,  George  Colley,  and  Michael 
Blanche,  were  executed  at  Execu¬ 
tion  dock,  purfuant  to  their  len¬ 
ience,  for  the  murder  of  captain 
Little.  t 

29.  Yefterday,  a  court  of  com¬ 
mon  council  was  held  at  Guild¬ 
hall,  when  a  letter  from  lord  Choi- 
mondeley  to  the  city  remem¬ 
brancer  was  read,  wherein  his  lord- 
Blip  intimates,  that  the  prince  of 
Wales  declined  receiving  an  ad- 
drefs  of  the  corporation  at  Carlton- 
houfe,  and  ftating  that  the  prince 
had  commanded  him  to  fay,  i  That, 
being  under  the  neceffity  of  reduce 
ing  his  eftablifiiment,  he  was  pre* 
eluded  from  receiving  the  addreffes 
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jn  a  manner  fuitable  to  his  fixa¬ 
tion;’  and  his  lordfhip  requefted 
to  have  copies  of  the  addrefs,  &c. 

Mr.  deputy  Birch  moved,  that 
the  faid  letter  be  entered  on  the 
journals  of  the  court;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  deputy  then  moved,  *  That 
his  royal  highnefs  the  prince  of 
Wales,  having  ftated  that  the  in¬ 
adequacy  of  his  eftablifhment  pre¬ 
cluded  him  from  receiving  the 
compliments  of  congratulation 
voted  to  be  prefented  to  their 
royal  highneffes,  in  a  manner  fuit¬ 
able  to  his  fituation,  this  court  are 
of  opinion,  that  they  cannot,  con¬ 
fidently  with  their  own  dignity, 
fuffer  the  faid  compliments  to  be 
prefented  in  any  other  way  than 
the  cuftomary  form.’  After  fome 
converfation,  the  motion  was  a- 
greed  to,  and  the  remembrancer 
was  ordered  to  convey  a  copy 
thereof  to  his  royal  highnefs. 

Plymouth ,  .  Jan.  26.  At  ten 
o’clock  this  morning,  a  dreadful 
gale  of  wind  came  on  at  SW.  The 
Dutton  Eaft-India  fhip,  which  ar¬ 
rived  here  yefterday  from  admiral 
Chrifiian’s  fleet,  drove  to  leeward  ; 
and  about  twelve  o’clock  ftruckon 
the  SW  part  of  Mount  Batten,  and 
immediately  after  parted  her  cables. 
She  then  veered  round  with  her 
head  to  the  NW,  and  dretched 
acrofs  the  harbour  under  her  fore¬ 
top-fail  ;  but  her  rudder  being  beat 
off,  by  linking -on  the  Batten,  fhe 
became  unmanageable,  and  was ( 
drove  afhore  under  the  citadel, 
about  half  paft  twelve  o’clock, 
when  her  mads  were  all  cut  away  ; 
and  after  beating  for  feveral  hours, 
her  back  was  entirely  broke,  and 
die  is  now  a  mere  wreck.  When, 
the  fhip  ftruck,  the  number  of 
perfons  on  board,  including  fol- 
diers,  feamen,  women,  and  children, 
amounted  to  coo;  but,  notwitli- 
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danding  the  violence  of  the  fea, 
not  more  than  four  or  five  perfons 
are  fuppofed  to  have  perifhed,  and 
thofe  were  carried  away  by  the 
main-mad,  and  got  entangled  in 
the  rigging.  Such  was  the  anxie¬ 
ty  of  the  foldiers  and  feamen  to  • 
get  to  land,  that  many  of  them 
jumped  overboard,  and  had  nearly 
lod  their  lives  by  the  violence  of 
the  fea  daftiing  them  on  the  rocks; 
on  which  account,  fir  Edward  Pel- 
lew,  with  a  bravery  that  does  him 
infinite  honour,  got  himfelf  con¬ 
veyed  on  board  the  Dutton  by 
means  of  a  rope  extended  from  the 
fhip  to  the  diore,  and  by  his  able 
condudt  prevented  the  confufion 
that  exifted,  by  aiTuring  the  troops 
that  he  would  be  the  lad  man  to 
quit  the  (hip;  owing  to  which,  the 
utmoft  ferenity  inftantly  prevailed  ; 
and  the  men  were,  by  four  this  af¬ 
ternoon,  got  out  t>f  the  fhip,  fome 
by  means  of  boats,  and  others  by 
ropes  fadened  to  the  fr^ore,  and  for¬ 
tunately  without  any  more  lives 
being  lod. 

Portfm&utk ,  Jan.  29.  This  morn¬ 
ing,  about  eight  o’clock,  arrived 
admiral  Chridian,  with  the  fqua- 
dron  under  his  command,  confid¬ 
ing  of  the  Glory,  of  98  guns,  the 
Impregnable,  Coloffus,  Irrefidible, 
and  Trident,  of  74  guns  each;  the 
Lion,  of  64  ;  Alcmene,  of  32  ;  La 
Prompte,  of  28;  and  Vefuvius 
bomb  :  together  with  about  45  fail 
of  merchant  fhips,  of  which  the 
following  Eaft-India  fhips  form  a 
part,  viz.  fir  Edward  Hughes,  Bri: 
taiinia,  Rofe,  King  George,  Sulli¬ 
van,  Raymond,  Ganges,  Contraclr 
or,  Houghton,  and  General  Elliot  ; 
the  reft  are  Weft-Indiamen  and 
tranfports. 

This  is  the  remnant,  with  fhe 
few  ftragglers  which  have,  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times,  put  back  into  Ply¬ 
mouth,  Falmouth,  Milford,  and 

this 
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this  port,  that  are  arrived  of  a  fleet 
confiding  of  about  200  fail,  which 
left  St.  Helen’s  about  the  8th  of 
December  laft  ;  fince  which  time 
they  have  been  continually  beating 
againfi:  contrary  and  tremendous 
gales  of  wind  and  heavy  feas,  in 
which  they  have  received  fo  much 
damage,  that  almoft  all  the  men  of 
war  will  be  obliged  to  go  into 
dock. 

\From  every  part  of  the  ijland  we 
receive  accounts  of  the  devafiation  oc~ 
cafioned  by  the  late  high  winds ,  which 
in  many  places  were  attended  with  fe¬ 
ver  e  forms  of  thunder  and  lightning , 
by  which  much  damage  has  been  done , 
particularly  in  the  counties  of  York , 
Cumberland ,  and  Northumberland , 
and  in  various  parts  of  Scotland.  ] 

30.  On  Thurfday  the  29th, 
tame  on  the  trial  of  Mr.  William 
Stone,  coal-merchant,  in  Rutland 
Place,  Upper  Thames-dreet,  for 
high  treafon,  before  lord  Kenyon, 
and  the  other  judges  of  the  court 
’s  Bench,  in  Wedminder 

The  court  aflembled  at  nine 
o’clock;  but  it  was  not  till  half 
after  ten,  that  a  fufficient  number 
of  names  had  been  called  over  to 
form  a  jury;  when  the  following 
gentlemen  were  fworn  in  :  J.  Lea¬ 
der,  Tottenham -dreet,  gent.  John 
May  hew,  of  Horn  fey,  efq.  J.  Ether- 
ington,  of  Newington  Green,  tea¬ 
man  ;  T.  Cole,  of  Twickenham, 
brewer;  Charles  Minier,  of  the 
Strand,  feedfman;  Daniel  Dyfon, 
efq.  of  Tottenham,  farmer;  T. 
Burnett,  efq.  Laleham :  William 
Sumner,  of  Clerkenwell  Clofe,  fil- 
verfmith  ;  J.  Larkin,  of  St.  John- 
dreet,  oilman;  Peter  Taylor,  of 
Wapping  Old  Stairs,  blockmaker 
to  the  Ead-India  company  ;  W. 
Wed,  of  Tottenham,  brewer;  and 
Ifaac  Dimfdale,of  Glafshoufe-yard, 
Mderfgate-ftreet,  coacl  maker. 


of  King 
Hall. 


The  indictment  having  been 
dated  by  Mr.  Wood,  the  attorney- 
general  proceeded  to  expatiate  on 
the  facls,  and  the  evidence  he  was 
to  adduce  in  fupport  of  them.  Mr. 
Stone,  he  faid,  was  charged  with 
two  fpecies  of  treafon ;  the  firft, 
with  compading  and  imagining  the 
king’s  death  ;  and  the  fecond,  with 
confpiring  with  John  Hurford 
Stone,  his  brother,  and  with  a  per- 
fon  named  William  Jack fon.  See 
T* d.  XV*I,  p .  (30).  Of  the  overt 
acts  in  proof  of  thefe  treafons,  he 
took  a  very  accurate  view,  adding, 
that  in  the  evidence  it  would  be 
proved,  that  the  french  govern¬ 
ment  had  employed  Mr.  J.  H. 
Stone  and  Mr.  Jackfon,  to  gain 
fuch  intelligence  of  the  fituation  of 
this  country  as  might  enable  them 
to  judge  of  the  expediency  of  an 
invafion.  The  connexion  of  the 
gentleman  at  the  bar  with  thofe 
perfons  would  be  alfo  placed  be¬ 
yond  the  poffibility  of  a  doubt. 
The  former  was  his  brother,  alrea¬ 
dy  become  a  domiciliated  French¬ 
man,  and  whom  he  knew  to  be  in 
the  confidence  and  inte’reft  of  the 
French  government ;  the  latter  had 
been,  to  the  knowledge  of  the  pri- 
foner,  feat  over  to  England  by 
Mr.  J.  H.  Stone,  bis  brother,  for 
the  purpofe  of  acquiring  intelli¬ 
gence  ;  and,  notwithftanding  his 
having  been  fully  aware  of  the 
purpofes  of  Mr.  Jackfon’s  miflion, 
he,  neverthelefs,  though  a  Britifli 
iubje£f,  had  held  correfpondence 
with,  and  aflified  him  in  making 
inquiry  how  this  kingdom  might 
mod  fuccefsfuliy  be  invaded,  or 
if  it  would  be  for  the  filtered  of 
the  French  government  to  make 
any  invafion  whatever. 

In  the  courfe  of  their  corre¬ 
fpondence,  it  would  appear,  that 
a  great  deal  was  faid  about  the 
edablifhment  of  certain  manufac- 
(A  4)  lories ; 
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tories ;  the  parting  with  his  (Mr. 
William  Stone’s)  houfeat  Old  Ford ; 
and  concerning  a  certain  family  re¬ 
ading  at  Sheilds,  who  were  involv¬ 
ed  in  a  law  fuit:  all  which,  though 
feemingly  innocent,  would  be 
found  to  be  an  ingenious  inven¬ 
tion  to  convey  a  double  meaning, 
and  that,  under  thefe  fymbols  and 
allegories,  the  real  bufinels,  of  the 
molt  criminal  tendency,  was  my- 
fterioufly  concealed.— It  would  ap¬ 
pear  too,  that  Mr.  J.  H.  Stone  had 
repeatedly  recommended  Mr.  Jack- 
fon  to  his  brother  as  his  confiden¬ 
tial  friend,  fiating,  moreover,  that 
he  *was  an  American  gentleman, 
although,  in  reality,  he  was  an 
Irifhman;  that,  confequently,  an 
immediate  connexion  and  corre- 
fpondence  took  place  between  this 
pretended  American  gentleman  and 
the  prifoner;  that  the  former  was 
furnifhed  by  the;  latter  with  money 
to  effect  his  purpofes ;  that  their 
correfpondence  was  of  fuch  an  am¬ 
biguous  nature  as  naturally  to  ex¬ 
cite  fufpicion  ;  that  it  was  carried 
on  under  feigned  names,  that  one 
of  J.  H.  Stone’s  letters  was  figned 
bv  the  feigned  name  of  Benjamin 
B  ere. ford ;  that  Jackfon’s  were  fign- 
t'd  Thomas  Popkins ;  and  the  pri- 
ib ner’s,  by  his  own  name  reverfed, 
William  Enots ;  and  that,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1794?  hfteen 
Ihips  had  been  loll  to  this  country, 
in  confequen^e  of  intelligence  fup- 
pofed  to  4  have  been  conveyed 
•through  that  channel  to  lire  ene¬ 
my.  JackfOn,  during  this  corre- 
ipondence,  was  in  Ireland,  whi¬ 
ther  .he  had  gone,  in  order  to  exe¬ 
cute  his  part  of  the  traitorous  plan, 
which  was  to  procure  fuch  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  fi tuition  of  Ireland, 
and  of  the  difpofition  ]of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  as  would  be  ft  enable  the 
French  government  the  more  ef¬ 
fectual!  y  to  plan  the  invafion.  and 
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reduction  of  that  country.  Jack- 
fon,  he  faid,  had  been  convicted 
of  high  treafon  in  Ireland,  but 
died  fuddenly,  before  fentence  was 
pronounced.  The  jury  had  heard 
of  the  nature  of  the  correfpond¬ 
ence  between  J.  H.  Stone  and 
Jackfon,  and  it  was  for  them  to 
judge  how  far  the  prifoner  at  the 
bar  was  implicated  in  their  pro¬ 
ceedings. 

The  attorney-general  having  fi- 
nifhed,  evidence  was  brought  to 
identify  certain  papers,  and  to 
prove  the  hand-writing  of  the  re- 
fpedtive  parties.  One  of  the  pa¬ 
pers  read,  was  dated  to  have  been 
written  by  Benjamin  Vaughan, 
efq.  M.  P.  for  Caine,  and  to  have 
been  given  by  him  to  the  prifoner. 
It  appeared  to  be  written  with  a 
view  to  deferibe  the  temper  and 
opinions  of  the  people  of  this 
country,  refpe6!ing  the  then  threat¬ 
ened  invafion  of  the  French,  and 
purported  to  fhew  the  improbabi¬ 
lity  there  was  of  any  fuch  meafure 
fucceeding,  from  a  variety  of 
caufes,  viz.  that  the  verdidis  which 
were  given  in  irate  profecutions 
were  in  favour  of  the  court;  that 
there  was  a  great  readinefs  in  men 
to  inlift  in  the  army  ;  that  there 
was  little  refinance  in  prefting  men 
into  the  fea  fervice ;  and  that  the 
parliament  was  favourable  to  the 
war,  though  its  exiftence  was 
above  half  expired  ;  that  from  the 
Hate  of  the  difpofition  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  there  was  every  reafon  to  ap¬ 
prehend  that  fuch  an  attempt- 
would  prove  abortive  ;  and  that  it 
would  be  expedient  for  the  French 
to  hold  out  fair  and  moderate  terms 
of  peace  after  fuccefs.  Another 
paper  was  produced,  written  by 
Mr.  W.  Smith,  M.  P,  for  Camel- 
ford,  fine  wing  alfo  the  impoflibility 
of  the  fucceis  of  ah  attempt  to  in¬ 
vade  this  country  ;  though ^  not 
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written  in  fuch  ffrong  terms  as  the 
former. 

Upon  the  fubjetff  of  thefe  pa¬ 
pers,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Sheridan, 
lord  Lauderdale,  Mr.  Tovvgood, 
and  Mr.  Rogers,  were  examined  in 
evidence :  they  had  been  refpedt- 
ively  confulted  on  the  fubjedt  by 
the  prisoner,  and  as  their  evidence 
entirely  coincided,  we  (ball  oniy 
repeat  the  fubftance  of  what  Mr. 
Sheridan  depofed:  4  The  prifoner,’ 
Mr.  .Sheridan  laid,  4  had  been  in¬ 
troduced  to  him  by  a  M1*.  Wilfon, 
who  faid,  that  he  (Mr,  yStone) 
wanted  to  communicate  Ajp  him 
•wh"t  might  be  of  advantage  to  the 
country  ;  and  then  he  (the  prifoner) 
laid,  that  he  had  had  frequent  com¬ 
munications  with  his  brother  at 
Paris,  and  he  underflood,  from 
thefe  communications,  that  the 
idea  of  attempting  an  invafion  of 
this  country  was  a  plan  ferioufly 
and  peremptorily  refolved  .upon 
by  the  government  of  France;  that 
this  idea  was  adopted,  and  likely 
to  be  purfued,  upon  an  opinion, 
which  was-  very  ill  formed,  of  the 
general  date  of  the  public  mind, 
and  the  prevalence  of  general  d if-  t 
content  in  this  country.  Fie  then 
ftated,  that  the  iervice  he  thought 
he  could  effedt,  would  be  the 
means,  through  tins  circuitous 
channel  of  communication,  to  un¬ 
deceive  the  government  of  France 
upon  this  fubjedt,  and  by  giving 
them  the  real  Hate  of  .the  country, 
and  convincing  them  how  little 
could  be  expedited  from  any  thing 
like  affiftance,  or  co-operation, 
from  tfny  defeription  of  men  in 
this  country,  he  hoped  the  confer 
quence  might  be,  their  abandoning 
a  projedf  evidently  taken  up  upon 
falfe  information.  The  prifoner 
then  faid,  that  in  order  to  effed't 
this  purpofe,  he  had  endeavoured 
to  coiled!  the  opinions  of  feveral 


gentlemen,  political  charadfers  in 
this  country,  whofe  opinions  he 
thought  would  be  authority  to  ad¬ 
vance  hi£  objedl  :  for  this  purpofe 
he  had  had  interviews  with  differ¬ 
ent  gentlemen,  viz.  Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Vaughan,  and  one  or  two 
more.  Fie  then  mentioned  his 
having  communicated  what  Mr. 
Vaughan  had  laid  to  him  ;  he  faid 
that  gentleman  had  put  his  opi¬ 
nions  on  this  fubjedt  into  writing, 
and  he  produced  a  paper,  which 
Mr.  Sheridan  thought  was  in  the 
hand-writing  of  Mr.  Vaughan,  and 
began  to  read  it.  Before  he  finifh- 
eci  reading  the  paper,  Mr.  Sheridan 
flopped  the  prifoner,  not  thinking 
this  a  proper  fubjedt  of  communi¬ 
cation.  The  witnefs  alfo  told  him, 
that  he  adted  very  indifcreetly,  and 
that  he  might  be  impofed  upon  bv 
this  American  gentleman.  The 
prifoner  endeavoured  to  convince 
him  by  argument,  that  he  was  do- 
ing  a  meritorious  fervice,  Mr. 
Sheridan  then  told  him,  that  who¬ 
ever  this  American  gentleman  was, 
he  muff  be  fare  that  all  his  mo¬ 
tions  were  watched.  He  faid  fur¬ 
ther,  that  Mr.  Dundas  lltould  be 
informed  of  it,  and  recommended 
him  to  go  and  make  fome  commu¬ 
nication  of  the  affair  to  Mr.  Dun- 
das.  The  prifoner  Denied  to  heli- 
tate  about  this,  and  faid,  he  had 
communicated  the  bufinefs  to  a 
gentleman  doqnediVl  with  mini- 
ffers,  which  gentleman  afterward 
appeared  to  be  the  late  general 
Murray. 

After  the  evidence  on  this  point 
had  been  delivered,  John  Cock¬ 
ayne,  the  folc  parole  evidence  for 
the. crown,  then  gave  a'n  account 
of  his  t-ran factions  in  Ireland  with 
Jackfon  ;  but  nothing  appeared  in 
this  to  criminate  the  prifoner.  In¬ 
deed,  the  court  and  jury  Denied, 
to  pay  little  attention  to  the  evi- 
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dence  of  a  man  who  had  avowedly- 
formed  no  other  connexion  with 
the,  parties  than  with  a  view  to  be¬ 
tray  them  . 

Cockayne  having  finifhed  his  e- 
vidence,  the  court  agreed  to  adjourn 
till  the  next  day,  it  being  late  in  the 
evening  ;  and  the  jury  retired  to 
accommodations  provided  for  them 
at  the  Swan  tavern,  Weftminfter 
bridge. 

The  next  morning,  the  court  af- 
fembled  at  nine  o’clock,  and  the 
evidence  for  the  crown  being  clo- 
fed,  Mr.  ferjeant  Adair  entered  into 
a  long  fpeech  in  favour  of  the  pri¬ 
soner,  commenting  withgreat  acute- 
nefs  on  every  point  on  which  the 
evidence  turned,  and  dating^  that 
from  the  opennefs  and  publicity  of 
the  prifoner’s  c.ondudt  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  tranfaftions  in 
queflion,  no  imputation  of  guilt 
could  attach  to  him.  The  evidence 
of  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  of  the  other 
gentlemen,  who  had  hated  their 
converfations  with  him,  was  en¬ 
tirely  in  his  favour;  fully  evincing 
that  he  was  actuated  by  the  view  of 
ferving  his  country,  by  deterring 
the  French  from  an  invafion.  Even 
the  evidence  of  Cockayne,  the  foie 
witnefs  for  the  crown,  was  alfo  in 
his  favour ;  for  this  mail  declared, 
that  though  he  was  in  the  higheft 
degree  of  confidence  with  Jackfon, 
he  could  never  find  out  what  were 
his  views.  How  then  could  he 
find  out  what  were  the  views  of  the 
prifoner,  with  whom  he  had  only 
a  fliort  acquaintance  ?  And  he  had 
further  hated,  that  he  had  had  fe- 
veral  converfations  with  Jackfon, 
in  company  with  Hamilton  Rowan, 
and  other  perfons  difaffefted  to  the 
con  dilution  of  Ireland,  relative  to 
certain  communications  propofed 
to  be  made  to  the  then  government 
of  France  ;  and  yet,  in  all  thefe  con- 
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verfations,  the  name  of  Stone  was 
never  mentioned. 

Inconclufion,  ferjeant  Adair  apo¬ 
logized  for  the  length  of  time  he 
had  detained  the  court,  but  the 
feelings  of  the  jury  would  point  out 
to  them  it  was  his  duty.  He  de¬ 
clared,  that  had  it  been  his  own- 
cafe,  he  would  have  ventured  to 
truft  his  life  and  his  honour  to  the 
jury’s  own  interpretation  of  the 
evidence,  without  making  a  Angle 
comment  on  it.  But  clear  though 
it  was,  he  could  not,  confidently 
with  his  duty,  do  fo  in  the  cafe  of 
anothei*  perfon.  It  was  under  this 
impredion  he  felt  bound  to  go  dill 
further— and  although  there  was 
not  one  Angle  tittle  in  the  evidence 
that  could  authorize  them  to  fay 
there  was  any  treafonable  intention 
in  the  prifoner,  he  would  yet,  iji 
order  to  remove  any  doubt  which 
might  remain  in  the  mind  of  the 
mod  doubtful,  produce  witnedes 
to  the  good  intentions  of  the  prifon¬ 
er  ;  or,  in  other  words,  in  con¬ 
firmation  of  the  evidence  of  the 
crown  ;  witnedes,  who  would  flievv 
the  publicity  with  which  Mr.  Stone 
difclofed  the  fo  much  complained 
of  correfpondencc,  even  on  the 
public  exchange  (a  degree  of  open¬ 
nefs  incompatible  with  guilt),  and 
convince  the  jury,  that  the  prifoner 
was  as  incapable  as  any  other  man 
of  difloyalty  or  traitorous  inten¬ 
tions. 

Several  witnedes  were  then  call¬ 
ed,  who  fully  proved  the  publicity 
of  the  prifoner’s  conduft,  in  fre¬ 
quently  and  openly  reading  his  cor- 
refpondence  with  his  brother.  Mr. 
Samuel  Toulmin,  and  other  gentle¬ 
men,  gave  him  a  very  re  fp  eft  able 
charafter;  and  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Taylor,  the  Rev.  A.  Barbacdd,  and 
the  Rev.  John  Kiddell,  declared, 
they  had  never  heard  of,  or  feen, 

any 
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any  thing  in  his  conduct  of  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  difloyalty  or  difafFe&ion  ; 
on  the  contrary,  that  he  was  edu¬ 
cated  in,  and  had  always  profeffed, 
principles  favourable  to  the  confti- 
tution,  and  to  the  Hanoverian  fuc- 
celfion.  One  witnefs,  in  particular, 
declared,  that  he  had  often  heard 
Mr.  Stone  fay,  that  4  he  muft  be  a 

*  madman  and  a  fool  that  wifhed 

*  for  any  alteration  in  the  confti- 
4  tution.’ 

When  the  evidence  for  the  pri- 
foner  was  ended,  Mr.  Erfkine  fol¬ 
lowed  up,  in  a  very  animated 
fpeech,  the  im predion  already  made 
bv  Mr.  ferjeant  Adair.  The  foli- 
citor-general  then  rofe  in  reply. 

Lord  Kenyon  then  gave  his 
charge  to  the  jury.  On  the  one 
fide,  he  faid,  it  was  necedary  to  ob- 
ferve  the  molt  fcrupulous  attention 
with  refpecl  to  the  life  and  honour 
of  the  perfon  accufed  ;  for,  in  cafes 
of  blood,  too  much  caution  could 
never  be  preferved.  On  the  other, 
the  intereft,  fafety,  nay  even  the 
prefervation  of  the  community, 
were  alfo  obje£l$  of  the  moll  im¬ 
portant  moment.  The  crime  im¬ 
puted  to  the  prifoner  was  the  higheft 
and  moll  atrocious  that  could  be 
committed  in  any  fociety,  inas¬ 
much  as  it  necedarily  went  to  the 
deftru&ion  and  difTolution  of  the 
community,  and  tended  to  tear 
afunder  all  the  bands  of  law  and 
order,,  by  which  mankind  are  pro¬ 
tected  and  kept  together. 

The  indictment  confided  of  two 
counts.  The  hrft  was,  compafilng 
^and  imagining  the  death  of  the 
king,  and  the  fecond  charged  the 
prifoner  with  adhering  to  the  king's 
enemies.  As  no  manner  of  evi¬ 
dence  had  appeared,  that  could  in 
any  refpeCt  fupport  the  firft  count, 
it  was  to  be  left  entirely  out  of  the 
queftion,  and  all  their  confideration 


fhould  be  direded  to  the  fecond 
alone. 

With  refpeCl*  to  the  law  on  the 
fubjeCl,  it  was  clearly  high  treafon 
to  lend  fuch  intelligence  by  letter, 
or  otherwife,  to  the  king's  enemies, 
as  would  give  them  any  advantage 
in  the  conteft  with  his  majeflv. 

During  the  courfe  of  the  long 
trial,  had  any  thing  improper  been 
urged  by  the  coil nfelr either  for  the 
crown  or  the  prifoner,  it  would 
have  been  his  duty  to  correCl  them; 
or  had  he  then  omitted  his  calling 
them  back  to  the  juft  line  of  their 
duty,  he  would,  in  his  addrefs  to 
the  jury,  have  made  fuch  older- 
vation-s  as  fhould  occur  to  him  on 
that  fubjeci :  but  the  conckufl  of 
both  ficles  rendered  Ins  interference 
inthat  refpeCl  imneceflary.  Almoft 
all  the  letters  produced  in  evidence 
appeared  to  refer  to  trade  only ; 
and  not,  as  has  been  fuppofed,  to 
convey  any  hidden  political  mean¬ 
ing,  except,  perhaps,  that  in  which 
mention  was  made  of  the  family  a t 
Shields,  which  had  been  fuppofed 
fymboiic  of  the  French  govern¬ 
ment.  That,  very  probably,  might 
be  myfterious,  as  it  had  been  llated 
by  J.  H.  Stone,  in  a  fubfequent  let¬ 
ter  to  the  prifoner,  where  he  faid, 
that  the  meaning  was  a  b  fir  life ;  bus 
Mr.  Jackfon,  who  was  fliortly  to 
come,  would  explain  it  to  the  pri¬ 
loner.  The  jury  would  be  bell 
able  to  form  their  own  opinion 
with  refpeCl  to  the  influence  J.  H. 
Stone’s  fhare  in  thtf  whole  tran- 
faClion  ought  to  have  on  their 
minds.  He  was  theprifoner’s  bro¬ 
ther,  and  feemed  on  every  occadon 
to  have  domiciliated  himfelf  a 
Frenchman,  as  was  particularly  evi¬ 
dent  in  his  letter  to  the  prifoner, 
where,  when  he  fpoke  of  the  people 
of  England,  he  uniformly  uled  the 
expreffion you  f  but  when  fpeaking 
'  of 


principal 


(i4) 

of  that  of  France,  he  conftantly 
employed  the  word  we. 

Of  ail  the  written  evidence,  two 
papers  only  were  of  any  material 
importance  in  the  caufe.  Thofe 
emphatical  papers  he  would  lay 
before  them.  They  had  been 
found  in  the  pofieffion  of  the  pri¬ 
soner,  and  had  been  written,  the 
one  by  Mr.  '  W.  Smith,  and  the 
other  by  J.  H.  Stone,  from  whom 
it  had  been  fent  to  the  prifoner, 
through  the  medium  of  jackfon. 
His  lord fli ip  read  both  to  the 
jury,  and  Mr.  Smith’s  paper  was 
found  to  exprefs  the  impolicy  in 
the  French  of  invading  this  king¬ 
dom,  as  the  union  of  the  people 
here,  their  Satisfaction  in  relpeCt  of 
the  government,  and  other  circum- 
flances,  combined  to  render  the 
execution  of  fuch  a  project  imprac¬ 
ticable.  The  fecojid  paper,  which 
was  alfo  in  the  form  of  a  letter,  ex- 
preffed  the  fame  opinion  in  relation 
to  England,  though  it  (fated  that 
things  might  not  be  fo  in  Ireland. 
After  feveral  appofite  comments, 
his  lord  (hip  obferved,  it  was  very 
material  for  the  jury  to  confider  the 
intent  with  which  thefe  papers  had 
been  written.  Under  feveral  cir- 
cumftances,  the  writing  of  fuch 
papers  would  be  no  legal  crime; 
but,  (however  ufeful  they  might 
have  become  to  the  enemy,  if  an 
evil  intention  did  not  accompany 
the  writing  of  them,  it  would  a- 
mount  to  a  ltrong  degree  of  indii- 
cretion,  but  not  to  high  treaton. 
The  jury , were,  nevertheless,  atten¬ 
tively  to  confider  the  motives  with 
which  thev  had  been  kept  in  the 
prifoner  s  cuftody  ;  and,  if  it  hi  on  Id 
appear  to  them  that  they  had  been 
fo  for  the  purpofe  of  transmitting 
information  of  the  fiate  of  the 
country  to  France,  in  order  to  be 
Serviceable  to  their  government, 
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then  no  doubt  could  remain  of  the 
criminality. 

His  lordfhip  proceeded  to  (fate 
the  oral  evidence;  during  the  courfe 
of  which  he  obferved,  that  copies 
of  the  above-mentioned  papers  had 
been  found  on  Jackfon  in  Ireland, 
and  the  originals  on  the  prifoner  at 
the  bar  at  the  time  of  his  appre- 
henfion.  It  was  for  them  to  con¬ 
fider,  whether  he  had  them  for  any 
improper  or  traitorous  purpofes. 

Mr.  juftice  Lawrence  remarked, 
it  was  for  the  consideration  of  the 
jury,  whether  the  information,  fent 
through  Jackfon  to  France,  had  for 
its  obje6t  a  defign  of  Serving  the 
French,  or  averting  an  invafion. 

The  jury  retired  at  eight  o’clock, 
and,  at  about  eleven,  brought  in 
their  verdict,  Not  Guilty., 

The  words  were  Scarcely  pro¬ 
nounced,  when  an  inftantaneouS 
fhout  arofe  in  the  court,  which  was 
loudly  joined  by  a  numerous  crowd 
in  the  haih  A  gentleman,  named 
Richard  Thomfon*  was  obferved  1 6 
have  joined  in  the  fhout,  and  was 
immediately  ordered  by  his  iord- 
fhip  into  the  cuffody  of  Mr.  Kirby. 
Mr.  Thomfon  apologized  to  the 
court,  by  faying,  that  his  feelings 
on  the  joyful  occafion  were  Such* 
that,  if  he  had  not  given  utterance 
to  the  jov  which  arofe  within  his 
bread,  he  Should  have  died  on  the 
Spot. 

Lord  Kenyon  anfwered,  that  it 
was  his  duty  to  fupprefs  the  emo¬ 
tions  of  fuch  tumultuous  joy,  which 
drew  contempt  on  the  dignity  of 
the  court.  His  lordfhip  ordered-, 
that  he  fhould  pay  a  fine  of  20I.  fot 
his  mifcondvich  and  remain  in  cui- 
todv  till  payment.  Mr.  Thomfan 
tendered  his  draught  for  the  fum, 
but  this  was  refilled,  and  he  was 
taken  into  cuftodyr 
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2.  .Yefterday  evening,  as  the  roy¬ 
al  family  were  returning  through 
Pall-mall  to  Buckingham -houfe, 
from  Drury-lane  theatre,  fomeevil- 
difpofed  perfon  flung  a  (tone  at  the 
coach,  in  which  were  their  majefties 
and  the  lady  in  waiting,  with  ftich 
violence  as  to  break  the  window, 
and  enter  the  carriage,  where  it  fell 
into  lady  Harrington’s  lap.  [A  re¬ 
ward  of  ioooi.  has  been  fince  offered 
for  the  dlfcovery  of  the  offender.  ] 

6.  .Yefterday,  at  a  court  of  com¬ 
mon  council,  the  lord  mayor  rofe 
to  Bate  to  the  court,  the  conference 
he  had  had  with  the  prince  of  Wales, 
on  the  fubjeft  of  not  receiving  the 
congratulatory  addrefs  of  the  city 
in  the  ufual  form  ;  obferving,  that 
in  a  matter  of  fo  delicate  a  nature, 
he  had  thought  it  his  duty  to  com¬ 
mit  the  purport  of  this  conver- 
fation  to  writing,  which,  with  the 
leave  of  the  court,  he  would  wifli 
to  be  read.  The  communication 
was  as  follows : 

‘  In  confeqnence  of  a  letter  from 
lord  Cholmondeley,  dated  January 
31,  1796,  Bating,  that  his  royal 
highnefs  the  prince  of  Wales  wifhed 
to  fpeak  to  me  at  Carlton-houfe, 
and  to  give  me  a  private  audience 
on  Tuefday  (but  which  appoint¬ 
ment  was  afterward,  by  a  fecond 
letter,  fixed  for  Monday  laid,  at  one 
o’clock),  I  had  the  honour  of  wait¬ 
ing  on  his  royal  highnefs,  who  ad- 
dreffed  me  by  faying— that  he  had 
feen  with  concern  in  the  public 
papers,  a  Batement  of  what  had 
palled  in  the  court  of  common- 
council  on  Thurfday  laB,  refpedt- 
ing  a  letter  written  by  lord  Chql- 
mondeley,  at  the  command  of  his 
royal  highnefs,  and  fent  to  the  city 
remembrancer,  conveying  his  fen- 
timents  on  the  intended  addrefs  of 
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congratulation  to  their  royal  high- 
nelTes,  which  fentiments  he  con¬ 
ceived  had  been  miBaken  or  mif- 
underflood  ;  or  at  leaf!  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  -conflruction  had  been  given 
to  them  than  he  meant,  or  was  in¬ 
tended  to  be  conveyed  by  that  let¬ 
ter,  Tils  royal  highnefs  laid,  that 
he  thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to 
prefervea  confident  character;  that 
as  his  eftabliihment,  for  certain 
reafoiis,  had  been  reduced,  and  that 
the  neceflary  Bate  appendages  at¬ 
tached  to  the  character  and  rank 
of  prince  of  Wales,  did  not  in  con- 
fequence  exiB,  his  royal  highnefs 
conceived  he  could  not  receive  an 
addrefs  in  Bate,  and  particularly 
from  the  corporation  of  the  city  of 
London,  for  which  he  entertained 
the  higheft  veneration  and  refpedk 
His  royal  highnefs,  therefore, 
thought  it  would  appear  difrefpeft- 
ful  to  the  firft  corporate  body  in 
this  kingdom,  to  receive  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  it  inconftBently  with  their 
character  and  his  own  dignity. 

After  fome  observations,  and  pre¬ 
cedents  being  looked  into,  it  was 
11  n  an  i  moil  fly  agreed,  that  the  parti¬ 
culars  fliould  be  entered  on  the 
records.  See  page  (5). 

7.  The  prince  of  Wales  re¬ 
ceived  in  private  the  congratulatory 
compliments  of  both  houfes  of  par¬ 
liament,  prefented  by  committees, 
in  confequence  of  his  royal  high¬ 
nefs,  from  having  reduced  his  eBa- 
blifhment,  being  unable  to  receive 
them  with  the  proper  dignities  of 
his  rank. 

8.  In  the  court  of  king’s  bench, 
Ben  Lara,  who  had  been  convicted 
for  defrauding  John  Spicer  of  lot¬ 
tery  tickets  of  the  value  of  about 
2000I.  by  giving  him  a  check  upop. 
fir  Robert  Ladbroke  anil  co.  who, 
he  pretended,  were  his  bankers,  but 
with  whom  he  kept  no  cafh,  was 
brought  qp,  to  hear  the  opinion  of 
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the  court  on  the  motion  in  arreft 
of  judgment. 

Lord  Kenyon  faid,  that  the  de¬ 
fendant  was  a  very  bad  man,  and 
had  the  conviction  affeCfed  him  in 
the  moft  ferious  manner,  he  fhould 
not  have  been  forry  for  it ;  but  in¬ 
famous  as  he  was,  the  court  mu  ft 
difpofe  of  him  according  to  law, 
and  he  was  bound  to  fay,  that  the 
judgment  in  this  cafe  ought  to  be 
arrefted. 

The  other  judges  agreed,  and 
judgment  was  therefore  arrefted, 
and  the  prifoner  difcharged  ! 

Carhon-houje ,  Feb.  16.  On  the 
evening  of  Thurfday  laft,  between 
eight  and  nine  o’clock,  her  royal 
highnefs  the  infant  princefs, daugh¬ 
ter  of  their  royal  highneffes  the 
prince  and  princefs  of  Wales,  was 
chriftened  in  the  great  drawing¬ 
room  by  his  grace  the  archbifhop  of 
Canterbury  ;  her  royal  highnefs 
was  named  Charlotte  Augufta  :  the 
iponfors  were  their  majefties  in 
perfon,  and  her  royal  highnefs  the 
duchefs  of  Brunfwick,  reprefented 
by  her  royal  highnefs  the  princefs 
royal. 

20.  Came  on  in  the  court  of 
king’s  bench,  the  trial  of  Kyd 
Wake,  indicted  for  hooting  and 
hiding  his  majefty  in  his  way  to  the 
Koufe  of  lords,  throwing  a  ftone  at 
the  royal  carriage,  and  calling  out 
u  Down  with  George,  no  war,” 
&c.  on  the  firft  day  of  the  prefent 
feftion.  Mr.  Stockdale,  bookfeller 
in  Piccadilly,  and  Mr.  Walford, 
linen-draper,  having  aCted  as  con- 
ftables  on  the  day,  proved  the  faCf, 
and  the  jury  pronounced  the  pri- 
f'oner  guilty.  See  VgI.  XFI.  p, 
(62). 

21.  On  Friday  came  on,  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  the  trial  of  Mr.  Richard 
England,  for  the  murder  of  William 
Peter  T.  Rolle,  efq.  in  a  duel,  about 
twelve  years  ago.  The  jury  brought 


in  their  verdift  manflaughter ;  and 
the  court  fentenced  him  to  be  fined 
one  fhiHing,  and  to  be  confined  in 
Newgate  twelve  months. 

23.  Laft  week,  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
Mrs.  Phipoe,  who  had  been  con¬ 
victed  at  a  former  feffions  for  for¬ 
cibly  robbing  Mr.  Courtoy  of  a 
promiffory  note,  of  the  value  of 
2000I.  but  whofe  cafe  had  been 
referred  to  the  judges,  ( feeVol.XVI . 
p.  37.)  was  put  to  the  bar,  when 
Mr.  juftice  Afhhurft  informed  the 
court,  that  the  judges  were  unani- 
moufly  of  opinion,  that  the  offence 
of  which  flie  had  been  convicted 
did  not  come  under  the  ftatute  of 
the  2d  of  Geo.  II.  chap.  25;  nor 
was  any  fuch  cafe  in  the  mind  of 
the  legiflature  at  the  time  they 
palled  that  law ;  for  the  paper, 
which  fhe  had  been  convi&ed  of 
extorting,  could  not  be  faid  to  be 
of  any  value  after  he  had  obtained 
his  liberty.  Befides,  it  was  necef- 
fary,  to  conftitute  the  robbery,  that 
the  party  fhould  have  been  in 
peaceable  and  quiet  pofTefiion  of 
the  property  ;  which,  fuppofing  the 
paper  of  value,  the  profecutor  here 
never  had  had ;  for  even  the  paper 
on  which  the  note  was  drawn  was 
not  his.  The  judgment  therefore 
muft  be  refcinded.  On  her  appli¬ 
cation  to  be  difcharged,  her  coun- 
fel  informed  her,  that  fhe  muft  go 
back  for  the  prefent ;  but  if  her  fo- 
licitor  came  to  him,  he  would  in- 
ftruCt  him  how  to  proceed. 

Yefterday,  George  Crofsley,  an 
attorney,  was  indiCted  for  forging 
an  inftrument,  purporting  to  be  the 
will  of  the  rev.  Henrv  Lewis,  de- 
ceafed,  late  of  the  county  of  Here¬ 
ford  ;  by  which  will  the  property 
of  the  deceafed  would  devolve  to 
lady  Briggs,  and  through  her  to  fir 
John  Briggs,  bart.  with  intent  to  de¬ 
fraud  the  heir  at  law. — After  a  trial 
which  lafted  till  four  this  morning, 
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the  jury  brought  in  a  verdift  —  not 
guilty. 

This  day  John  Henry  Gade  was 
indited  for  caufing  and  procuring 
to  be  made,  a  forged  transfer  at 
the  bank  of  England,  for  the  fum 
of  50I.  The  faCts  were  :  the  grand¬ 
father  of  William  Harrifon,  a  lad 
inlifted  in  the  militia,  died,  leaving 
900I.  among  fome  poor  relations, 
50I.  of  which  fell  to  the  fhare  of 
Harrifon.  By  his  will,  the  prifoner 
was  made  one  of  his  executors,  and 
he  took  his  own  fon,  a  lad  refem- 
bling  Harrifon  in  years  and  appear¬ 
ance,  to  the  bank  of  England,  where 
he  paired  him  as  Harrifon,  and 
caufed  him  to  make  the  transfer, 
with  the  deftgn  of  defrauding  Har¬ 
rifon,  and  the  bank  of  England. 
The  jury  found  the  prifoner  guilty ; 
but  the  court  referved  a  point  of 
law  for  the  judges,  refpeiting  the 
validity  of  the  transfer. 

Yefterday,  Thomas  Sanders  Gil- 
lett  was  tried  at  the  felfion-houfe, 
Clerkenwell-green,  under  an  in¬ 
dictment  (under  the  late  aft  of  par¬ 
liament)  for  quitting  this  kingdom, 
and  repairing  to  France,  without  a 
licence  from  his  majeftv,  under  his 
ftgn  manual,  order  of  council,  or 
proclamation,  firit  had  and  obtain¬ 
ed  ;  he  was- found  guilty,  and  or¬ 
dered  to  be  imprifoned  in  Newgate 
two  months.  This  is  the  firft  in¬ 
dictment  under  the  aCt  of  parlia¬ 
ment. 

MARCH. 

I.  An  aCtion  for  crinu  con.  was 
lately  tried  at  Dublin,  the  earl  of 

•Weftmeath  plaintiff,  and - 

Bradfhaw,  efq.  fon  of  fir'  Henry 
Cavendifh,  bart.  defendant.  The 
faCts,  in  proof  of  the  adulterous  in- 
tercourfe  with  the  countefs  of 
Weftmeath,  being  fully  proved,  the 
jury  brought  in  their  verdiCt  guilty. 
Damages  10,000b 
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8.  The  Dedalus  tranfport.  from 
Port  Jackfon  in  New  South  Wales* 
on  her  paffage  home,  touched  at 
Otaheite.  There,  to  the  no  fmall 
furprife  of  the  captain  and  crew, 
they  found  nine  of  their  country¬ 
men  married,  fettled,  and  living  in 
the  greateft  eafe  and  comfort;  who, 
being  afked  how  they  came  there, 
informed  them,  that  they  failed  from 
England  in  a  South-fea  whaler,  be¬ 
longing  to  meffieurs  Calvert  and 
co.  called  the  Amelia,  which  had 
the  misfortune  to  bulge  upon  a 
rock.  Finding  it  impoffible  to  fave 
the  Blip  or  any  part  of  the  Bores, 
they  got  into  the  boat,  committed 
themfelves  to ,  the  mercy  of  the 
waves,  and  were  fafely  wafted  to 
the  ftiores  of  Otaheite.  The  na¬ 
tives,  not  unaccuftomed  to  the 
colour  of  their  fkin,  or  the  found 
of  their  language,  reoeived  them 
with  every  token  of  affeCtion  and 
joy;  affigned  them  lands,  and  fer- 
vants  to  cultivate  them ;  adopted 
them  into  the  order  of  nobility, 
and,  as  a  proof  of  the  infignia  of 
their  elevation,  tattowed  them  from 
top  to  bottom. 

Dublin ,  March  4.  Yefterday, 
about  two  o’clock,  James  Weldon, 
late  a  private  in  the  7th  dragoons, 
was  executed  at  the  front  of  New¬ 
gate,  for  high  treafon.  See  Val. 
XFL  p.  (66). 

13.  The  following  is  the  fen- 
tence  pafted  at  Portfmouth,  on  cap¬ 
tain  Thomas  Affleck,  late  of  the 
Amethyft  frigate,  for  the  lofs  of 
that  fhip  :  4  That  the  lofs  of  his 
majefty’s  fhip  Amethyft  was  occa- 
lioned  by  her  ftriking  on  a  rock 
near  the  ifland  ofGuernfey,  and  by 
a  hole  being  thereby  beaten  in  her 
bottom;  and  that  the  fame  was 
attributable  to  the  mifcondud  of 
the  Did  captain  Thomas  Affleck ; 
and  the  court  do  adjudge  him  to  be 
reduced  from  his  rank  on  the  lift 
of  poft-captains  to  the  bottom  of 
8  the 
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the  faid  lid,  and  to  be  incapable  of 
being  again  employed  in  his  ma- 
jefty’s  naval  fervice  for  the  remain¬ 
der  of  his  life;  and  the  court  fur¬ 
ther  agree,  that  the  lofs  qf  the  faid 
ihip  was  not  attributable  to  any 
inifcondubt  in-  any  other  of  the 
officers  or  company  of  the  faid 
ihip,  and  do  adjudge  them  to  be 
acquitted.’ 

Derby ,  March  16.  At  the  affizes, 
which  ended  this  morning,  Sufan- 
nah  Morton,  aged  twenty-three, 
for  the  wilful  murder  of  her  baffard 
child,  and  James  Prefton,  aged  fe- 
ventv,  for  aiding,  abetting, .  and 
shifting  her  to  commit  filch  mur- 
der,  received  fentence  of  death, 
and  are  ordered  for  execution. 

1 8.  On  Saturday  lad,  David 
pownie,  fentenced  to  fuller  death 
at  Edinburgh,  for  high  treafon, 
was  liberated  from  his  confine¬ 
ment  in  the  caftle,  in  confequence 
of  the  remiffion  granted  by  his 
majeffy  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  jury.  The  terms  of  the  re- 
miffion  are,  that  he  fir  all  depart 
from  his  mnjefty’s  dominions  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  within 
ten  days  after  being  fet  at  liberty, 
and  never  be  found  therein  during 
all  the  days  of  his  natural  life,  un¬ 
der  pain  of  the  former  fentence 
being  put  into  execution  againff 
him  ;  unlefs  he  fhall  obtain  a  li¬ 
cence  for  that  purpofe  under  the 
royal  fign  manual.  See  Vol.  XFI, 
p.  (28). 

20.  This  day  came  on,  at  King- 
iron  affizes,  the  trial  of  captain 
Brereton  Watfon,  for  , the  murder 
of  major  Sweetman,  in  a  duel,  which 
took  place  in  January,  at  Cob- 
ham.  Captain  Watfon,  Bill  very 
ill  of  his  wounds,  was  carried,  on 
a  fofa  covered  with  black,  into 
court.  T  he  furgeons  refilling  to 
be  examined,  through  fear  of  im¬ 
plicating  themfelves  in  the  crime 


with  which  the  prifoner  flood 
charged,  the  trial  was  very  fhort, 
and  the  re ful t  was,  that  captain 
Watfon  was  acquitted.  ‘Seep.  (4). 

24.  On  Monday  at  one  o’clock^, 
the  court  martial  alfembled  at  the 
horfe-guards,  to  pafs  fentence  on 
colonel  John  Fenton  Cawthorne, 
of  the  royal  Weflminfler  regiment 
of  militia.  A  certificate  was  read 
from  Dr.  Reynolds,  Rating  the  co¬ 
lonel’s  i  ndifpofition,  and  coiifequent 
inability  to  attend.  The  judge  ad¬ 
vocate  then  intimated  his  majefly’s 
pleafure,  that  fentence  fhould  .be 
pronounced,  notwithstanding  the 
abfence  of  the  prifoner.,  The  opi¬ 
nion  and  fentence  of  the  court  upon 
the  different  charges,  fourteen  in 
number,  were  then  read. 

The  following  is  an  accurate 
copy  of  the  firft :  “  That  the  faid 
colonel  Cawthorne  received  from 
the  receiver-general  of  the  land-tax 
for  the  county  of  Middlefex,  in  the 
year  1793,  when  the  faid  regiment 
was  ordered  into  adlual  fervice,  the 
guineas,  by  an  adf  of  parliament, 
paffed  in  the  twenty-fixth  year  of 
his  prefent  majeffy,  entitled,  ‘An 
a£l  for  amending  and  reducing  into 
one  adt  of  parliament  the  laws  re¬ 
lating  to  the  militia  in  that  part  of 
Great  Britain,  called  England,* 
directed  to  be  paid  by  the  faid  re¬ 
ceiver  ^-general  to  the  captain  or 
other  commanding  officer,  of  every 
company  of  militia  fo  ordered  out, 
for  the  ufe  of  every  private  mili¬ 
tiaman  belonging  to  his  company, 
and  for  the  ufe  of  every  recruit, 
while  in  adtual  fervice  aforefaid, 
commonly  called  the  marching  gui¬ 
neas,  and  did  withhold  the  faid  fe- 
veral  guineas  fo  by  him  received, 
or  fome  part  thereof,  from  the  re- 
fpedtive  captains,  or  other  officers 
commanding  companies  in  the  faid 
regiment,  whereby  the  faid  captains 
or  other  officers  commanding  com¬ 
panies 
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lies  were  prevented  from  laying 
ftich  money  for  the  advantage 
fuch  refpedive  militiamen,  ac- 
ding  to  the  direction  of  the  faid 
;  and  which  receipt  of  the  faid 
ney  for  marching  guineas,  by 
onel  Cawthorne ;  and  the  with- 
ding  of  the  fame  from  the  cap- 
is  of  the  regiment,  are  in  diredt 
lationof  the  10 iff  fe£fion  of  the 
i  militia  a£t :  and  a  mifappli- 
ion  of  monies  with  which  colo- 
Cawthorne  was  entrulfed,  for 
payment  of  the  foldiers  under 
command,  againff  the  4th  arti- 
of  the  i  3th  fedfion  of  the  arti- 
>  of  war;  and  aifo  againii  the 
article  of  the  23d  fedfion  of  the 
1  articles  of  war.” 
rhe  other  charges  were  generally 
a  fimilar  nature,  accufing  him  of 
:ulation,  or  receiving  money  to 
:ufe  perfons  from  ferving  in 
militia,  and  putting  it  in  his 
:ket  without  providing  fubffi- 
es,  &c. 

On  twelve  of  the  charges  he  was 
uciged  to  have  ad  ted  in  a  fcan- 
1 oks  and  infamous  manner,  unbe- 
ning  the  charadier  of  an  officer 
i  a  gentleman,  and  he  was  there - 
e  fentenced  to  be  caf tiered ;  and 
dared  incapable  of  ever  ferving 
majeffy  in  future. 

The  fentence,  by  his  majefty’s 
ler,  is  to  be  given  out  in  general 
lers,  and  read  at  the  head  of 
?ry  militia  regiment  in  the  king- 
m. 

[fn  cortfcquence  of  this  Jentence ,  co- 
el  Cawthorne  was,  in  the  fequel ,  ex- 
led  f  rom  the  houfe  of  commons .] 

25.  The  fentence  of  the  court  - 
irtial  upon  lieutenant-colonel 
Kelly  was  delivered  on  fuefday. 
pon  all  the  charges  but  one  he  was 
nourably  acquitted.  The  charge 
•on  which  he  was  found  guilty 
as  follows  ; 

179b. 


“  VI.  For  mifapplying  and  con¬ 
verting  to  his  own  ufe,  a  part  of  the 
government  allowance  of  coals  to 
the  militia  embodied,  and  when  in 
barracks ;  by  caufing,  while  at 
Winchelfea,  at  different  times  be¬ 
tween  the  month  of  December 
1794,  and  the  10th  of  May  1795, 
part  of  fuch  coals  fo  allowed  by 
government  to  the  men  of  the  faid 
regiment  then  in  barracks,  to  be 
carried  into  his  (the  lieutenant- 
colonel’s)  own  houfe,  and  there 
confirmed  ;  he,  the  faid  lieutenant- 
colonel  being,  during  that  time, 
commanding  officer  at  Winchel¬ 
fea. ’* 

The  fentence  is— u  That  lieute¬ 
nant-colonel  O’Kelly  be  lined  one 
hundred  pounds,  and  difmiffed  his 
majelly’s  fervice.” 

Vienna ,  March  13.  The  prin- 
cefs  royal  of  France  was  prefented 
vefterdav  at  cdurt  to  a  verv  nume- 

*  >  j 

rous  and  brilliant  circle.  Her  royal 
highnefs  was  prefented  by  the  em- 
prefs  herfelf  to  the  ambaffadors  and 
their  ladies,  and  to  fome  other  la¬ 
dies  of  the  frrft  rank;  after  which, 
the  other  minifters  and  nobility 
were  prefented  to  the  princefs. 
The  feene  was  interefting  and  af- 
fedling,  and  particularly  fo  to  the 
imperial  family.  The  princefs  roy¬ 
al  was  much  touched  at  the  atten¬ 
tion  fliewn  to  her,  and  her  embar- 
raffment  upon  her  enteringthe  room 
added  luffire  to  her  beauty,  as  well 
as  to  the  grace  and  affability  with 
which  (lie  returned  the  compliments 
paid  to  her.  Her  royal  highnefs 
faid  the  handfomeft  things  poliible 
to  marfhals  Lafcy,  Clairfait,  Collo- 
redo,  Pellegrini,  and  to  count  T raut- 
manfdorf,  when  they  were  pre¬ 
fented  to  her.  Six  noble  emigrants 
were  alfo  prefented  to  the  puncefs, 
who  received  them  with  much  fen- 
hbility. 
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i.  At  the  laft  affizes  at  Leicefter, 
the  only  caufe  of  importance  which 
came  on  to  be  tried,  was  an  aCtion 
for  crim.  con.  in  which  the  rev. 
John  Thoroton  was  plaintiff*  and 
Mr.  John  Whitchurch,  an  apothe¬ 
cary  and  man-midwife,  defendant  : 
the*,  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the 
plaintiff,  2000I.  damages.  It  is 
fomewhat  remarkable,  that  the  la¬ 
dy’s  enamoratq  is  near  60  years  of 
age  ;  fhe  is  juft  24,  and  her  hufband 
about  her  own  age,  by  whom  die 
has  three  children  ;  the  defendant 
is  a  married  man,  and  has  18  chil¬ 
dren. 

5.  Yefierday  came  on  at  Glou- 
cefter  affizes,  the  trial  of  Mrs.*  Mary 
Reed,  charged  with  the  wilful  mur¬ 
der  of  her  hufband  William  Reed, 
efq.  in  the  month  of  May  1794,  at 
Swanlev,  in  the  pari  fix  of  Berkeley. 
By  the  evidence  of  Robert  Edgar, 
it.  appeared  that  Watkins  (Mrs. 
.Reed’s  brother)  and  Mrs.  Reed,  had 
long  concerted  a  plan  to  murder 
Mr.  Reed  by  poifon;  that  .1  Edgar 
was  aver fe  to  it,  though  he  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  in  cafe  of  Reed’s  death, 
he  Was  to  have  married  the  widow. 
An, illicit  connexion,  had  certainly 
fubfifted  between  them.  Mr.  Brook, 
.of  Biiflol,  agent  to  the  Royal  Ex¬ 
change  company,  proved  Watkins 
coming  to  him  about  infuring  the 
life  of  Mr.  Reed,  whom  he  after¬ 
ward  faw  in  company  with  his 
wife  and  three  children:  he  then 
appeared  in  perfect  health:  his  life 
was  in  hired  for  feve.n  years,  and  a 
premium  of  48I.  17s'  6d.  was  paid 
on  the  2 2d  of  April  1794,  which 
him  was  to  be  annually  paid  for 
lcvea  years;  and  in  cafe  of  Mr. 
Reed’s  death  in  that  time,  his  widow 
was  to  receive  2000I.  On  the  iffih 
of  the  fame  month  Mr.  Reed  died, 


having  been  cruelly  beat  about  the 
head,  while  in  bed,  by  Watkins, 
who,  a  few  days  after,  killed  him- 
felf. 

Mr.  Jenner,  furgeon,  of  Berke¬ 
ley,  depofed  his  being  called  in 
to  Mr.  Reed,  in  confequence  of  the 
wounds  he  received ;  which  he, 
however,  did  not  think  were  the 
caufe  of  his  death,  but  fuppofed  to 
be  occafioned  by  fome  poifon  ad- 
miniftered  ;  that,  on  opening  the 
body,  he  found  the  ftomach  in¬ 
flamed,  and  fome  liquid  in  it,  fome 
fpoonfuls  of  which  he  gave  to  two 
dogs,  and  it  killed  them. 

Several  other  witneffes  having 
been  examined,  Mr.  juftice  Law¬ 
rence,  in  his  charge  to  the  jury,  de- 
fcanted  upon  the  teftimony  of  the- 
witneffes  with  the  niceft  difcrimi- 
nation;  when  the  jury  withdrew, 
and  after  an  abfence  of  an  hour 
and  a  quarter,  returned  with  a  ver¬ 
dict— Not  guilty ;  at  which  the 
court  were  evidently  furprifed.  Set 
p.( 3).  The  trial  laffed  feventeen 
hours. 

9.  On  Tuefdav  came  on  at  the 
feffions-houfe,  in  Clerkenwell,  the 
trial  of  Mrs.  Phipoe,  who  flood  in¬ 
dicted  for  an  affault  on  Mr.  Cour- 
toy.  -  Some  months  ago  fhe  was 
tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,  on  a  charge 
of  felon  ion  fly  and  forcibly  obtain¬ 
ing  from  the  fa  id  Mr.  Courtoy  a 
promiffory  note  for  2000I.  but  her 
cafe  being  left  to  the  twelve  judges, 
they  decided  in  her  favour,  a  pro¬ 
miffory  note  not  being  confidere'd 
as  a  thing  of  value ;  but  was  or¬ 
dered  to  be  detained  for  the  affault, 
but  which  fire  gave  bail  to  anlwer. 
The  fame  circumftances  were  ad¬ 
duced  in  evidence  againft  her  as  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  and  on  which  the 
jury  found  her  guilty. 

The  chairman  then  faid,  thatythe 
court  would  take  time  to  confider 
the  fentence,  and  ordered  her  to  be 
9  brougN 
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brought  up  on  the  laft  day  of  fef- 
fions.  Accordingly,  this  day,  fhe 
was  brought  into  court  to  receive 
fentence,  which  was,  that  (he  be 
imprifoned  in  Newgate  for  the  term 
of  twelve  calendar  months.  See 

Mh)-  y 

18.  Yefterday,  a  court-martial 
was  held  on  board  the  Orion,  in 
Portfmouth  harbour,  upon  vice- 
admiral  the  hon.  William  Corn¬ 
wallis. 

»  The  members  of  the  court  were, 
Prefident,  earl  Howe,  admiral  of 
.  the  fleet. 

Sir  Peter  Parker,  barti.  admiral  of 
th‘e  white.  ii  . 

Xord  Bridport,  ditto. 

G.  Vandeput,  efq.  vice-admiral  of 

the.  white.  : 

Sir  Alan  Gardner,  bart.  ditto. 

J.  Colpovs,  efq.  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue.  .  ,  p 

Sir  Roger  Curtis,  bart.  rear-admi¬ 
ral  of  the;  red.  • 

H.  Harvey,  efq.  ditto. 

R.  R.  Blight  efq.  ditto. 

,C.  M.  Pole,-  efq.  rear-admiral  of  the 
blue. 

E.  E.  Nugent,  efq. 

Ch.  Powei  Hamilton,  efq. 

Edmund  Dod,  efq. 

Judge  advocate,  fir  George  Jack- 
fon,  bart. 

No  profecutor  appeared  perfo- 
nallv  before  the  court,  as  the  trial 
took  place  in  confequence  of  an 
order  from  the  board  of  admiralty, 
which  was  firft  of  all  read. 

The  next  paper  that  was  read  was 
a  copy  of  the  orders  tha^  had  been 
given  to  vice-admiral  .  Cornwallis 
in  the  month  of  February  laft,  by 
the  board  of  admiralty,  to  proceed 
in  his  majefty’s.  ffiip  the  Royal  So¬ 
vereign,  until  he  fhouJd  arrive  at 
•Barbadoes  ;  and,  with  the  fquadron 
under  his  command,  to-  convoy  the 
feveral  tranfports,  v i6l.ua] lers,  &c. 

which,  were  then  deftiped  for  the 

'  1* 
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Weft-Indies.  The  admiral's  letter, 
informing  the  board  of  admiralty  of 
his  return,  in  confequence  of  the 
damages  fuftained  by  the  Royal 
Sovereign,  was  then  read  ;  and  after 
that,  the  fecond  order  of  the  board 
to  admiral  Cornwallis  to  proceed 
to  the  Weft  Indies  in  the  Aftrea 
frigate,  together  with  his  anfwer, 
giving  his  reafons  why  he  could 
not  obey  that  order.  * 

The  charges,-  being  three  in. 
number,  were  then  read.  The  fub- 
ftance  of  them  is >as  follows  :  firft, 
that  admiral  Cornwallis,  after  hav¬ 
ing  failed  from  England  for  the 
Weft  Indies,  and' proceeded  a  con- 
fftlerabie  way  in  his  voyage,  did 
return,  contrary  to  the  orders  he 
had  received.  Secondly,  that  not 
having-  a  fufficient  regard  to  the 
importance  of  the  fituation  of  a 
commander  in  chief,  he  omitted  to 
fliift  his  flag  on  board  of  fome 
other  fhip  of  his  fquadron,  after  the 
Royal  Sovereign  had  been  difabled, 
in  order  to  proceed,  as  he  ought  to 
have  done,  to  the  place  of  his  def- 
tination;  but  that,  inftead  of  doing 
fo,  he  gave  his  inftrudlions  and  the 
command  of  the  convoy  to  another 
officer.  And,  thirdly,  that  after 
his  return,  he  had  difobeyed  ano¬ 
ther  order  of  the  board  of  admi¬ 
ralty,  by  not  hoifting  his  flag  on 
board  the  Aftrea  frigate,  and  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  the  Weft  Indies,  as  he 
had  been  ordered  by  their  lordfhips. 

The  charges  being  read,  the  firft: 
evidence  produced  was  th*  cor- 
refpondence  that  had  pafied  between 
admiral  Cornwallis  and  the  board 
of  admiralty,  by  which  it  appeared, 
that  the  admiral  had  proceeded  to 
fea,  as  above  ftated,  in  the  .  Royal 
Sovereign*  which  in  the  night  had 
come  athwart  bawfe  of,  and  became 
entangled  with,  the  Belifarius 
transport,  by  which  accident  the 
Royal  Sovereign  had  the  copper 
(B  2)  near 
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near  her  rudder  torn  off,  and  was 
©therwife  fo  damaged  as  to  be  un¬ 
able  to  proceed  to  the  Welt  Indies. 
This  circumftasice  was  ftated  in  the 
letter  fent  by  the  admiral  to  the 
board  on  his  return,  which  was 
dated  March  14,  in  which  he  faid 
he  could  not  proceed  in  any  other 
ihip  where  he  could  not  have  the 
accommodation  and  comfort  he 
enjoyed  in  his  own,  and  which  the 
precarious  ftate  of  his  health  ren¬ 
dered  neceffary.  It  alfo  ftated,  that 
he  did  not  wifh  to-  delay  the  con¬ 
voy,  and  he  had  fent  it  on  under 
the  command  of  another  officer. 
His  other  letter,  in  anfwer  to  the 
order  of  the  board  of  admiralty  to 
proceed  in  the  Aftrea  frigate,  ftated} 
that  his  health  would  be  endan¬ 
gered  by  going  in  a  frigate,  and  re- 
quefted  that  the  board  would  per¬ 
mit  him  to  wait  until  the  Royal 
Sovereign  fhould  be  ready.  This 
letter  was  produced  to  fupport  the 
charge  of  difobedience. 

Sir  Charles  Cotton  was  called  as 
the  firft  witnefs.  He  had  failed  in 
the  fquadron  of  admiral  Cornwal¬ 
lis,  and,  upon  arriving  in  a  certain 
latitude,  had  delivered  certain  orders 
from  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  to 
him  on  board  the  Royal  Sovereign. 

The  mafter  carpenter  of  the  fliip 
was  then  called,  to  give  an  account 
of  the  damages  fuftained  by  the 
Royal  Sovereign,  in  confequence 
■of  the  accident  with  the  Bellifarius. 
He  faid,  that  as  foon  as  the  weather 
permitted  him,  he  had  examined 
the  ihip :  the  damages  were  fuch  as 
to  prevent  him  from  proceeding  to 
the  Weft  Indies.  They  could  not 
be  repaired  at  fea,  becaufe  it  would  - 
be  neceffary  to  heave  the  fliip  down  | 
nor  could  they  be  repaired,  unlefs 
the  fliip  was  taken  into  dock.  The 
repairs,  therefore,  could  not  be 
made  in  the  Weft  Indies,  after  file 
fhould  arrive  there. 


I  F  A  L 

The  Defence. 

Admiral  Cornwallis  then  re* 
quelled  leave  of  the  court  for  his 
friend  to  read  his  addrefs  for  him  ; 
which  being  granted,  Mr.  Erfkine, 
as  counfel  for  the  admiral,  read  a 
long  and  able  fpeech,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  fketch: — After  ex* 
preffing  his  concern,  that  fuch 
heavy  charges  fhould  be  madfc 
againft  him,  who  had  fo  often  di* 
ftinguifhed  himfelf  in  the  fervice  of 
his  country,  he  proceeded  to  ftate, 
that  on  the  iff  of  February  he  had 
received  his  commiffion  to  go  to 
the  Weft  Indies.  This  ftation  was 
not  impofed  on  him,  he  took  it 
voluntarily;  therefore,  if  his  health 
had  been  fo  bad  at  that  time  as  to 
make  him  defirous  to  decline  the 
fervice,  he  might  have  done  fo. 
He  thought,  therefore,  that  he  could 
quit  the  fervice  at  a  fubfequent 
period,  when  his  health  was  fo  bad 
as  to  make  it  neceffary  ;  and  parti¬ 
cularly  fo,  as  his  ferv.ices  in  the 
Weft  Indies  could  be  only  of  a 
fecondary  nature,  there  being  an 
admiral  (fir  John  Laforey)  already 
there,  who  was  fupefior  to  him  in 
command;  and  he  did  not  know 
whether  that  officer  was  to  give  up 
the  command  to  him  or  not.  With 
refpeftt  to  the  duty  which  he  (ad¬ 
miral  Cornwallis)  thought  himfelf 
obliged  to  perform,  he  conceived  it 
to  be  no  more  than  that  of  con¬ 
voying  thofe  fhips  which  the  Ven¬ 
geance  had  left  behind  ;  but  he 
thought  it  would  be  preemption 
in  him  to  fuppofe  that  his  perfonai 
fervices  were  neceffary  in  the  Weft 
Indies.  He  thought  his  only  bu- 
linefs  was  to 1  guard  the  convoy. 
While  he  was  proceeding  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  the  BeHifariua  tranf- 
port  ran  againft:  the  Royal  Sove¬ 
reign,  and  was  intangled  with  him 
for  an  hour.  The  weather  was  at 
the  time  fo  bad,  and  the  night  fo 

dark* 
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dark,  that  he  could  not  fpeak  with 
the  Beiifarius,  nor  could  he  hold 
any  communication  with  any  of 
the  convoy,  which,  however,  he 
was  determined  to  pufh  forward. 
On  the  5th  of  March,  he  examined 
the  fliip,  and  found  he  could  not 
proceed  in  her  to  the  Weft  Indies; 
and  as  he  had  no  other  fliip  to  go 
in,  and  did  not  wifli  to  delay  the 
eonvov,  he  delivered  it  over  to  the 
care  of  captain  Lewis.  He  could 
not  go  in  the  Mars,  the  Minotaur, 
or  the  Quebec,  for  they  had  their 
private  orders  ;  and  he  did  not 
even  know  that  they  were  to  ac¬ 
company  him,  until  fir  Charles 
Cotton  came  and  delivered  his  or¬ 
ders  on  board  the  Royal  Sovereign. 
He  thought,  if  he  had  gone  in  any 
of  them,  he  fhould  have  been  li¬ 
able  to  a  court-martial.  The  fitu- 
ation  he  was  then  in,  was  one  in 
which  he  conceived  he  might  exer- 
cife  his  own  difcretion.  It  was  not 
an  a£Hon,  nor  any  thing  that  re¬ 
quired  his  perfonal  attendance  ;  and 
if  he  had  at  the  time  gone  on  board 
any  other  fliip,  he  mufthave  endan¬ 
gered  his  health  to  fuch  a  degree, 
as  to  render  fuch  conduit  an  un- 
neceflary  zeal,  which  could  not 
benefit  the  fervice.  He  was  not  in 
a  ftate  to  go  to  a  ftrange  place, 
where  he  fhould  have  no  comfort 
or  accommodation.  Befides,  the 
court  muft  fee  how  difficult  it 
would  have  been,  and  how  great 
a  delay  it  would  caufe  the  expedi¬ 
tion,  if  he  had  fhifted  his  flag.  They 
muft  know  what  a  time  muft  be 
taken  up  in  removing  ftores,  am¬ 
munition,  &c.  from  one  fnip  to 
another.  Befldes,  he  did  not  think 
the  fervice  required  fuch  a  change, 
not  that  there  was  fuch  a  prefling 
Urgency  as  required  his  prefence 
with  the  convoy.  If.  therefore,  he 
had  not  done  that  which  was  beft 
to  he  done,  he  lamented  it  much; 


(**) 

but  he  did  what  in  his  judgment 
was  the  beft :  no  difadvantage  hap  - 
pened  in  confequence  of  that ;  and 
had  that  been  the  firft  command  he 
ever  was  entrufted  with,  fuch  an 
exercife  of  his  judgment  could  not 
be  aferibed  to  the  abandonment  of 
his  duty.  It  was  well  known  that 
he  had,  on  a  former  occafion,  ex¬ 
erted  himfelf  in  the  fervice  of  his 
country.  He  could  not  conceive 
that  the  board  of  admiralty  would 
apply  to  his  condmft  any  bafe  or 
criminal  purpofe  ;  but  that  it  was 
at  mod  only  an  error  in  judgment, 
for  which  every  defeription  of 

courts  in  this  countrv  had  always 

*  * 

made  ample  allowance,  and  pu- 
niflied  nothing  but  wilful  mifppn- 
diuft.  Fie  had  received  a  letter, 
upon  his  return,  from  the  firft  lord 
of  the  admiralty,  lamenting  the 
difafter  which  had  caufed  him  to 
come  back,  and,  without  making 
any  complaint  againft  him,  de- 
ftring  that  he  would  continue  the 
command  of  the  Royal  Sdvereign  ; 
therefore  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  know 
at  what  time  his  condu<ft  had  af- 
fijmed  the  criminal  fliape  in  which 
it  came  forward  that  day.  So  far 
he  had  vindicated  his  condufl  a- 
gainft  the  two  firft  charges.  As  to 
the  third  charge,  which  was  cer¬ 
tainly  the  heavieft  of  all,  he  would 
not,  in  the  defence  he  was  going  tQ 
make  againft  it,  attempt  to  fap  the 
foundation  of  difeipline,  by  faying 
any  thing  like  a  juftification  of  it ; 
but  he  would  fay  at  once,  that  he 
did  not  difobey  any  order.  His 
ftate  of  health  was  fo  bad,  that 
when  he  fhould  arrive  at  the  Weft 
Judies,  he  fhould  only  be  fit  for  an 
hofpital,  in ftead  of  an  arduous  com¬ 
mand.  He  laid  in  his  letter  to  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty  fuch  was  the 
cafe,  and  as  it  might  be  highly  in¬ 
jurious  to  him  to  go  out  in  a  frigate, 
he  was  ready,  he  faid,  to  go  out  in 
(B  3)  the.. 
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the  Royal  Sovereign,  when  {he 
fhould  be  repaired.  This  letter 
was  no  more  than  a  propofition  to 
the  board  ;  and  how,  then,  could 
it  be  called  di {obedience  ?  If  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty  had  repeated 
the  order,  he  lhould  have  gone : 
but  they  did  not ;  and  the  firft 
anfwer  he  had  to  the  propofition 
which  he  made,  was  the  order  for 
that  court-martial  which  was  then 
enquiring  into  his  conduct.  He 
had  fubmitted  his  reafons  for  not 
being  able  to  go  in  tke  Aitrea,  and 
he  received  an  order  to  remain  in 
his  (hip  at  Spithead.  He  was  writ¬ 
ten  to  by  the  fir  it  lord  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  as  one  who  was  declining  a 
particular  fervice.  It  was  very 
difficult  to  lay  down  a  fixed  rule 
for  perfons  in  a  high  command  ; 
they  were  to  aft  by  the  belt  of  their 
judgment  and  difcretion  ;  and  if 
they  were  to  be  charged  with  the 
confequences  of  fuch  conduft, 
there  was  an  end  of  all  that  confi¬ 
dence  that  ought  to  be  placed  in 
officers  of  high  rank. 

Captain  Whitby,  of  the  Royal 
Sovereign,  was, then  called  in  be¬ 
half  of  admiral  Cornwallis,  who 
defired  him  to  relate  to  the  court 
the  account  of  the  accident  that 
happened  to  the  (hip,  and  what  he 
(the  admiral)  felt  on  the  occafion  ; 
becaufe  it  had  been  infinuated,  that 
he  was  glad  the  accident  happened, 
inafmuch  as  it  furnifhed  him  with 
a  pretext  for  returning  to  England. 

Captain  Whitby  laid,  that  the 
order  to  fail  had  come  down  to  the 
admiral  on  the  25th,  at  Portf- 
mouth,  and  that  he  failed  on  the 
28th  ;  and  as  there  was  100  fail  of 
merchantmen  ordered  to  go,  it  was 
impoffible  that  any  perfon  could 
have  ufed  more  expedition  in  fet- 
ting  out  than  he  did  ;  nor  did  he 
ever  fee  more  zeal  difplayed  on  any 
occafion.  The  admiral  exprefted 
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great  concern  and  anxiety  on  the 
mel^nchbly  accident  that  happened 
to  the  {hip,  though  it  was  not  ufual 
for  him  to  be  dejedled  by  difafiers. 
He  appeared,  by  his  words  and 
afhions,  to  be  ftruck  with  real  re¬ 
gret;  and  he  thought  it  befit  for 
his  majefty’s  fervice  to  return  to 
Great  Britain.  He  wifiied  to  Hop 
at  fome  port  where  the  damages 
could  be  repaired,  and  for  that  pur- 
pofe  he  repeatedly  examined  the 
charts,  but  could  find  none  fit  for 
the  {hip  to  go  into.  With  refpeft 
to  the  admiral’s  health,  he  was  fre¬ 
quently  very  ill.  He  would  get  up 
of  a  morning  apparently  well;  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day  he  would 
catch  cold  from  fome  unknown 
caufe,  and  in  the  evening  be  dan- 
geroufiy  ill  in  bed. 

Mr.  Alexander,  mailer  of  the 
Royal  Sovereign,  confirmed  the 
evidence  of  the  laft  witnefs,  as  to 
the  regret  which  the  admiral  ex- 
prefied  in  being  retarded  in  his 
voyage. 

Mr.  Thomas  Kain,  the  furgeon 
of  the  Royal  Sovereign,  called  to 
give  evidence  as  to  the  admiral’s 
health,  faid  it  was  very  precarious. 
Pie  had  frequent  complaints  in  his 
bowels,  and  was  fo  ill  at  times,  that 
he  ufed  to  be  obliged  to  fit  up 
with  him  almoft  the  whole  night. 
He  had  many  great  and  fudden 
changes  of  the  gout. 

O  G> 

Admiral  Cornwallis  then  .  in¬ 
formed  the  court,  that  he  had  no 
more  witnefles  to  call,  nor  any 
more  evidence,  except  fome  letters 
which  had  palled  between  him  and 
the  lords  of  the  admiralty. 

Earl  Ho  we  informed  him,  that 
the  court  would  hear  thofe  letters 
read,  but  could  not  receive  them  as 
evidence,  nor  lay  them  on  the  table 
as  documents. 

The  fir  ft  letter  was  then  read  :  it 
came  from  the  fecretary  of  the 

board 
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board  of  admiralty,  defiring  him  to 
continue  on  board  the  Royal  Sove¬ 
reign  till  further  orders,  as  he  had 
declined  going  out  in  the  Afttea. 
This  letter  was  dated  the  1 6th  of 
March;  another  was  read  which 
the  admiral  had  written  on  the 
17th. 

Admiral  Cornwallis  fa  id,  he  had 
a  great  many  more  letters,  but  did 
not  wifli  to, take. up  the  time  of  the 
court  by  reading  them. 

Earl  Howe  defired  him, to  take 
His  time,  and  faid,  the  court  was 
ready  to  hear  every  thing  which  he 
might  deem  neceftary  for  his  de¬ 
fence. 

One  was  then  read  from  earl 
Spencer,  in  which  he  cenfured.  the 
admi  al  lor  declining;  to  go  out,  and 
faid  he  could  not  continue  him  in 
command  without  injuring  the  fer- 
vice, 

1  ail  Howe  Hid,  that  lord  Spen¬ 
cer  A  d  deiired  every  ufe  to  be 
made  of  his  1  t ter  that  might  be 
thought  nec-.flary  ;  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  thefe  letters  coming  as  from 
a  private  perfon,  and  not  from  the 
board,  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
quell  ion. 

After  the  reading  of  fome  other 
papers,  the  trial  was  ciofed  a  little 
before  one  The  court  was  then 
cleared,  and  the  members  remain¬ 
ed  there  till  four  o’clock,  when  flhey 
broke  up  without  determining  their 
fentence. 

On  Friday,  at  nine  o’clock,  the 
court  aftembled,  and  remained  de¬ 
liberating  from  that  time  until  one, 
when  the  court  was  opened  and 
Grangers  were  admitted. 

The  judge  advocate  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  deliver 

The  Sentence : 

4  That  the  court  having  heard 
the  evidence  in  fupport  of  the 
charges  exhibited  againft  the  ho- 
JKjurable  William  Cornwallis,  vice- 
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admiral  of  the  red  ;  and  having- 
heard  his  defence,  and  the  evidence 
in  his  behalf;  and  having  maturely 
weighed  and  conlidered  the  fame, 
were  of  opinion, 

4  That,  with  refpedl  to  the  two 
find  charges,  of  his  returning  with¬ 
out  leave,  after  having  been  order- 
ed  to  proceed  to  Barbadoes,  and  of 
Ins  difobeying  the  orders  he  had 
received,  mifeondudt  was  imputable 
to  him ,  for  not  having  fhifted  his 
flag  on  board  the  Mars. or  Mino¬ 
taur,  and  proceeded  in  either  of 
them  to  the  Weft  Indies.— But  in 
confideration  of  other  circum- 
ftances,  the  court  'acquitted  him  of 
any  difobedicnce  in  his  conduct  on 
that  occafion. 

4  With  refpedt  to  the  third 
charge,  of  his  having  after  his  re¬ 
turn  difobeyed  the  orders  of  the 
board  of  admiralty,  in  not  going 
out  to  the  Weft  Indies  in  the  Aftrea 
frigate,  the  court  were  of  opinion 
that  the  charge  was  not  proved ;  and 
therefore  acquitted  admiral  Corn¬ 
wallis  upon  that  charge.’ 

Admiral  Cornwallis  heard  the 
fentence  read  without  any  emo¬ 
tion  ;  and  then,  making  a  flight 
bow  to  the  court,  retired  with  Mr. 
Ertkine  and  fome  other  friends. 

As  foon  as  the  fentence  was  com¬ 
municated  to  the  people  on  board 
the  Royal  Sovereign,  which  lay  at 
a  ftiort  diftance  from  the  Orion, 
they  all  got  upon  deck,  and  gave 
three  cheers. 

23.  A  letter  was  received  at  the 
admiralty  on  Tuefday  night,  from 
the  fir  ft  lieutenant  of  the  Diamond 
frigate,  off  the  coaft  of  France, 
containing  an  account  of  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  fir  Sidney  Smith. — Sir  (Sid¬ 
ney,  in  the  night  of  Monday  laft, 
went  in  his  boat  to  cut  out  a 
French  lugger  in  the  port  of  Havre. 
This  he  accompiifhed,  after  fome 
refiftance,  by  which  one  French-' 
(B  4)  man 
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man  was  killed  ;  but,  deterred  from 
immediately  failing  by  the  rapidity 
of  'the  current,  he  caft  anchor. 
Luring  the  night,  however,  the 
Ihip  drove  from  her  anchor,  the 
cable,  it  is  faid,  having  been  cut 
by  one  of  the'  prifoners,  and  was 
carried  by  the  current  above  the 
town,  in  this  (ituation  he  was  at¬ 
tacked  oil  the  morning  of  Tuefday, 
by  all  the  gun-boats  and  other 
veftels  which  the  enemy  could 
mufler;  and  after  a  gallant  and 
even  defperate  refiftance,  againft  a 
force  fo  infinitely  fuperior  to  his 
own,  he  found  himfelf  at  length 
obliged  to  furrender. 

23.  The  greater  part  of  the  town 
of  Frampton,  near  Sherbourne,  was, 
on  Wednefday,  deftroyed  by  a  fire, 
fuppofed  to  have  originated  from 
fome  fparks,  blown  from  the  leads 
of  the  church,  which  was  repairing 
by  the  plumber.  All  the  houfes  to 
the  north  of  the  church  were  con- 
fumed,  together  with  the  greater 
part  of  their  furniture,  in  lefs  than 
two  hours. 

27.  The  London  Gazette  of  laft 
night  contains  a  letter  from  fir  Ed¬ 
ward  Pellew,  bait,  dated  Falmouth, 
April  20,  announcing  the  capture 
of  L’Unite  French  frigate,  of  38 
guns,  on  the  13th  inftant,  by  La 
Revolutionnaire,  captain  Cole, 
without  the  lofs  or  hurt  of  a  man. 
Of  the  French,  the  captain  and  nine 
failors  were  killed,  and  eleven 
wounded. 

And  another  letter  dated  the  23d, 
advifes  the  capture,  by  himfelf,  of 
La  Virginie,  of  44  guns,  the  fineft 
and  fafteft  failor  in  the  French 
navy,  on  the  20th  inftant,  aftpr  a 
fliarp  acdion  of  one  hour  and  forty 
minutes,  which  would  probably 
have  lafted  much  longer,  had  not 
La  Concorde  appeared  in  fight. 
Sir  Edward  loft  pot  a  man  $  but 


the  French  had  1  5  killed,  17  badly, 
and  10  (lightly  wounded. 

MAY. 

4.  Mr.  Bond  moved  the  court  of 
King's-bench  for  judgment  againft: 
Ifabella  Williams,  This  perfon 
was  a  woman  of  very  genteel  ap¬ 
pearance,  and  it  was  rather  a  novel 
fpedtacle  in  the  court,  and  excited 
a  good  deal  of  furprife,  to  hear 
that  (lie  had  (allied  forth  at  the 
head  of  20  men  armed  with  fwords, 
piftols,  and  tomahawks,  nadaiTault- 
ed  and  obftruded  two  revenue  of¬ 
ficers  in  the  execution  of  their  of¬ 
fice,  and  had  refcued  a  lugger  con¬ 
taining  uncuftomed  goods,  near 
Bodmyn.  Lord  Kenyon  faid,  this 
was  a  very  diftreffing  cafe  to  the 
court,  Mr.  juftice  Afhhurft  ob- 
ferved,  that  if  this  woman  were  to 
go  unpunifhed  on  account  of  her 
fex,  he  was  afraid  this  fort  of  bufi- 
nefs  would  pafs  into  female  hands, 
and  that  men  would  withdraw 
themfelves  from  the  danger  of  pu- 
nifhment.  The  court,  however, 
had  taken  her  fex  into  confi dera¬ 
tion,  and  meant  to  pafs  a  lighter 
punifhment  than,  perhaps,  for  the 
fake  of  example,  they  ought.  Her 
fentence  was,  to  be  committed  to 
the  jail  of  the  county  of  Cornwall, 
for  the  fpace  of  twelve  calendar 
months. 

6.  In  the  court  of  common-pleas 
came  on  to  be  tried,  by  a  fpecial 
jury,  an  important  caufe  between 
the  earl  of  Cholmondeley  and  lord 
Walpole,  in  confequen'ce  of  an 
itfiie  direded  from  the  court  of 
chancery  on  this  queftion  of  fad. 
— Whether  the  late  earl  of  Orfprd 
devifed,  by  his  laft  will,  any  lands 
and  efFeds  to  the  earl  of  Cholmon¬ 
deley  ? 

The  cafe  is 


briefly  this. —  On  the 
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25th  of  November  1742,  the  earl 
of  Orford  made  a  will,  in  which 
he  bequeathed  his  principal  eftates, 
after  the  demife  of  his  immediate 
heir,  the  prefent  eari  of  Orford,  to 
the  earl  of  Cholmondeley,  whofe 
grandfather  had  married  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  his  anceftor,  fir  Robert  Wal¬ 
pole,  the  fir  ft  earl  of  Orford.  In 
1756,  the  earl  of  Orford  made  a 
fecund  will,  in  which  he  changed 
the  order  of  fucceftion,  and  gave  a 
preference  over  the  earl  of  Chol¬ 
mondeley  to  lord  Walpole,  who  is 
defcended  in  a  direCt  line  from  the 
fecond  brother  of  the  firft  earl  of 
Orford. — This,  of  courfe,  annihi¬ 
lated  the  firft  will:  and,  had  no¬ 
thing  farther  occurred,  no  queftion 
could  have  arifen  on  the  fubjeCt. 
But,  in  1776,  the  earl  of  Orford 
figned  a  codicil,  the  purport  of 
which  was  to  make  various  provi¬ 
sions  which  had  been  omitted  in  his 
wills,  and, declared  this  codicil  to 
be  a  codicil  to  his  laft  will  figned 
on  the  2c;th  day  of  November 
1 752. 

On  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  it 
was  contended,  that  this  codicil, 
which  was  duly  figned  and  atteft- 
ed,  was  a  revival  and  fetting  up  of 
the  will  to  which  it  referred  ;  and 
that,  of  courfe,  that  will  retained 
the  fame  force  and  effeCt  as  if  the 
fecond  will  had  never  been  made. 

On  the  part  of  the  defendant  it 
was  maintained,  in  the  firft  place, 
that  the  codicil  was  deftitute  of 
thofe  forms  exprefsly  required  by 
the  ftatute  of  wills,  which  could 
alone  give  it  the  effeCt  of  reviving 
a  firft  will  in  prererence  to  a  fe¬ 
cond,  where  a  real  eftate  was  de- 
vifed  ;  and,  2dly,  that  it  was  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  teftator  to  annex  the 
codicil  to  the  fecond,  and  not  to 
the  firft  will.  To  eftablifh  thefe 
points,  it  was  propofted  to  adduce 
p>aro[e  evidence;  but  the  court  in¬ 


terfered,  and  were  unanimous  in 
their  opinion,  that  the  eftablifhed 
law  of  the  land  forbade  the  admif- 
fmn  of  parole  evidence  to  contra¬ 
dict  a  written  and  perfeCt  inftru- 
ment,  fuch  as  the  will  and  codicil  to¬ 
gether  appeared  to  be :  that  the 
word  lajl,  on  which  the  council  for 
the  defendant  had  laid  fo  much 
ftrefs,  was  an  expreifion  which  had 
no  determinate  meaning  until  the 
death  of  the  teftator,  when  it  ope¬ 
rated  to  explain  the  intended  laft 
a<ft  of  his  life;  that  neither  the  will 
of  1  752.?  nor  the  will  of  1 756,  wasf 
in  faCi,  a  will  until  the  teftator  was 
dead  ;  that  an  alteration  of  the  date 
of  the  codicil  would  be  making  a 
new  difpofition  for  the  dead,  which 
no  court  on  earth  was  entitled  to 
do;  the  only  power  vefted  in  a 
court  on  the  fubjeCt  of  wills,  being 
that  of  explaining  the  intention  of 
the  deceafed,  which,  in  this  cafe, 
was  perfeCfly  clear  ;  that  the  wills 
ought  to  be  confidered  as  ambula¬ 
tory  inftruments,  fubjeCt  to  the 
pleafure  of  the  owner,  and  to  be 
ufed  by  him  as  his  judgment  or 
caprice  might  dire& ;  and  that  the 
will  of  1752  was  absolutely  reviv¬ 
ed,  and  made  his  laft  aCt  by  the 
codicil  of  1 776. 

The  jury,  agreeing  with  the 
court,  found  a  verdiCt  for  thb 
plaintiff;  in  confequence  of  which, 
the  earl  of  Cholmondeley  will  fuc- 
ceed,  at  the  death  of  the  prefent 
earl  of  Orford,  to  an  eftate  of  the 
annual  value  of  io,oool.  exclusive 
of  the  magnificent  feat  at  Hough¬ 
ton,  which  is  fup po fed  to  have  coft 
upward  of  200,000k 

7.  A  caufe  came  on  in  the  court 
of  king  s  bench,  which  deferves 
the  attention  of  fome  ladies  and 
gentlemen  at  the  weft  end  of  the 
town,  as  well  as  of  the  maviftrates 
of  Weftminfter. 

The  aClion  was  brought  on  a 

note 
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note  of  hand  for  12I.  Mr.^  Min- 
gay,  for  the  defendant,  obferved, 
that  the  plan  tiff  was  a  publican, 
and  lived  near  Carnaby- market ; 
and  that  the  defendant  was  former¬ 
ly  a  butcher,  but  now  had  alio  be¬ 
come  a  publican.  I  he  aniwer  that 
he  had  to  make  to  this  demand  was, 
that  the  confederation  of  this  note 
was  money  won  at  play. 

It  appeared  clearly  in  evidence, 
that  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  fat 
down  in  the  plaintiff’s  houfe  to 
play  at  whiff  on  t  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing;  and  that  the  defendant  loft 
12I.  for  which  he  gave  the  plaintiff 
the  note  in  queffion,  payable  in.ib 
months.  It  was  alio  proved,  that 
the  plaintiff  had  afterward  offered 
to  fell  this  note  to  a  third  perfon 
for  two  guineas.  Lord  Kenyon, 
in  fu naming  up,  lamented  that 
gaming  had  fo  deeply  pervaded  the 
whole  mafs  of  the  public.  4  it 
is  extremely  to  be  lamented,’  laid 
his  lo  rdf  hip,  ‘  that  this  vice  has  de¬ 
fine  nded  to  the  very  loweff  orders 
of  the  people.  It  is  tc  be  regretted, 
that  it  is  fo  prevalent  among  the 
high  eft  ranks  of  fociety,  who  have 
let  the  example  to  their  inferiors, 
and  who,  it  Teems,  are  too  great 
for  the  iaw.  I  vvifh  they  could  be 
puniflhed.  If  any  prof  editions  are 
fairly'  brought  before  ?ne,  and'  the  far- 
lies  are  juftly  convitted,  whatever  may 
he  their  rank  or  Jletion  in  the  country , 
THOUGH  THEY  SHOULD  EE  THE 
FIRST  LADIES  IN  THE  LAND,  they 
jhould  certainly  exhibit  ihemfelves  in 
the  pillory.  When  I  (peak  of 
the  higheft  daffies  of  fociety,  I  muff 
be  under  flood  to  mean  fubjetts  ;  for 
.  thefe  observations  do,  in  no  re- 
jpedf,  apply  to  thole  of  the  very 
higheft  rank  in  this  country;  who 
hold  out  for  the  imitation  of  their 
fubje&s,  the  brighteff  example  of 
every  public  as  well  as  private  vir* 
tueft — Verdidt  for  defendant. 


8.  Yefterdav,  Kyd  Wake,  who 
was  convidted  at  the  fittings  alter 
lalf  Hilary  term,  of  having,  on  the 
ftr ft  day  of  the  prefent  feftions  of 
parliament,  infuited  his  majefty  in 
his  p adage  to  and  from  parliament, 
by  hilling,  and  ufing  feverai  inde¬ 
cent  exprelfions,  fuch  as,  ‘  No 
George— No  war,’  &c.  was  brought 
up  to  receive  the  judgment  ‘of  the 
court. 

The  fentence  of  the  court  was, 
That  he  be  iinprifoneft,  and  kept 
to  hard  labour,  111  Glouceffer  gaol, 
during  the  term  of  five  years :  that, 
during  the  frft  three  months  of  his 
imprifonment,  he  do  ftand  lor  one 
hopr,  between  the  hours  of  eleven 
and  two,  in  the  pillory,  in  one  of 
the  public  ftreets  of  Glouceffer,  on 
a  market-day  ;  and  that,  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  his  imprifonment,  he 
do  find  fecurity  for  one  thoufand 
pounds  for  his  good  behaviour  for 
ten  years.  Seep,  (14L 

11.  William  Auftin  was  con- 
vidfed  at  the  Oid  Bailey,  of  forg¬ 
ing,  or  aiding  and  affifting  in  forg¬ 
ing,  a  will,  purporting  to  be  the 
will  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Henry  Lewis, 
of  Hyga,  in  the  county  of  Mom 
mouth.  Of  this  crime,  fir  John 
Briggs,  bart.  is  acceded,  and 
George  Crofslev,  an  attorney,  was 
lately  tried  for  it,  and  acquitted. 
Auftin  was  convidted  principally 
on  the  evidence  of  Jacob  lfgar, 
an  accomplice,  who  declared,  that 
the  prifoner  received  xool.  for  this 
forgery. 

12.  Yefterday,  at  nine  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  Richard  Thomas 
Crofsfield,  Paul  Thomas  Le  Maine, 
George  Higgins,  and  John  Smith, 
charged  with  confpiring  to  cone 
pafs  the  death  of  the  king,  were 
put  to  the  bar  at  the  Old  Bailev. 
'The  indidfment  was  then  read  :  it 
contained  fix  overt  abts  of  confpir¬ 
ing  to  kill  and  put  to  death  our 

fovereigh 
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Sovereign  lord  the  king,  with  a 
poi foned  arrow?,  to  be  thrown  by 
the  means  of  a  brafs  tune.  The 
jury  being  fvvorn,  the  three  prifon- 
ers,  Le  Maitre,  Smith,  and  Hig¬ 
gins,  were  ordered  to  withdraw, 
and  the  trial  of  Crofsheld  com¬ 
menced. 

Sir  John  Scott,  the  attorney-ge¬ 
neral,  opened  the  cafe  for  the 
crown  ;  and,  after  explaining  the 
law  of  treafon,  faid,  he  forbore 
commenting  upon  the  evidence  to 
be  adduced,  as  it  might  tend  to 
prejudice  the  jury.  He  called 

John  Dowding,  a  workman  with 
Mr.  Fenton,  a  brafs-founder,  in 
N e w -  ft  r  e  e  t- fqu are,  who  fwore,  that 
in  September  1794,  three  perfons 
called  at  his  matter's  fliop  ;  one  of 
them  lie  particularly  remarked  was 
lame,  that  he  afterward  underilood 
that  his  name  was  Upton  (fince 
dead).  The  lame  man  afked  him, 
if  be  could  make  a  tube  three  feet 
long,  one  eighth  inch  thick,  made 
fmooth  in  the  infide  as  a  cylinder. 
The  witnefs  alked  him,  what  it 
was  intended  for,  and  was  anfwer- 
ed,  that  it  was  a  fecret.  They, 
however,  obtained  a  tube  (but  not 
from  the  witnefs)  which  was  after¬ 
ward  returned,  not  being  ufeful. 
The  counfel  for  the  crown  prefled 
the  witnefs  hard,  to  know  whether 
he  could  recollect  the  two  perfons 
who  came  into  the  ill  op  with  the 
fame  man  (Upton)  ;  but  he  had  not 
the  lead  recollection  of  either  of 
them. 

Mr.  John  Fenton,  the  employer 
of  the  above  witnefs,  gave  a  flmilar 
teftimony. 

James  Bland  Wood,  brafs- foun¬ 
der,  in  Shoe-lane,  was  next  called. 

* — In  September  1 794,  two  men 
came  into  his  fliop,  one  of  them 
afked  for  a  tube,  or  barrel,  the 
witnefs  faid,  it  was  out  of  his  way, 
and  advifed  them  to  go  to  a  clock- 
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maker.  The  two  perfons  left  the 
fliop,  and  then  a  third  came  in,  and 
afked,  if  two  perfons  had  not  been 
in  the  fliop  ?  The  witnefs  replied, 
they  were  juft  gone  out. — He 
knew  nothing  more  of  the  circum- 
ftance. 

David  Cuthbert,  a  mathematical 
inftrument-maker,  of  Arundel- 
ftreet,  fwore,  that  he  knew  the  late 
Mr.  Upton,  he  was  a  watchmaker; 
he  faw  him  about  the  middle  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  and  fliewed  him  an  air  gun. 

Peregrine  Palmer  fwore,  that  he 
knew  the  prifoner.  They  were 
both  members  of  the  London  Cor¬ 
responding  Society.  Being  quef- 
tioned  by  Mr.  Garrow,  whether  he 
was  not  acquainted  with  the  pri- 
foner’s  hand  writing,  he  pofitively 
denied  that  he  knew  any  thing  or 
his  writing,  but  that  of  his  Signa¬ 
ture. — The  witnefs  then  gave  the 
fame  defcription  of  calling  at  the 
Several  brafs-founders’  houfes,  and 
defcribed  the  bufinefs  in  a  very  Si¬ 
milar  manner.  He  was  fhewn  a 
drawing,  which  was  laid  before  the 
privy-council,  and  defired  to  re¬ 
coiled,  whether  th*:  was  the  fame 
he  Saw  there  ? — He  could  not  re¬ 
coiled. 

The  lord  chief  juftice  interfered, 
obferving,  that  the  evafive  man¬ 
ner  in  which  this  evidence  was 
given  entirely  deftroyed  the  credit 
of  it.  Upon  the  whole,  the  wit¬ 
nefs  could  not,  from  his  memory, 
bring  any  charge  home  to  the  pri¬ 
soner. 

John  Hill,  turner,  in  Bartholo¬ 
mew  Clofe,  fwore,  that  in  Septem¬ 
ber  1  794,  Upton,  Palmer,  and  ano¬ 
ther  man,  came  to  his  houle  ;  and 
Upton  alked  him,  if  he  could  turn 
a  model  in  wood,  according  to  a 
plan  which  was  produced.  Upton 
produced  a  Iketch.  A  drawing  was 
fhewn,  and  the  witnefs  thought  it 
was  the  fame  that  was  then  pro¬ 
duced.. 
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duced.  It  was  drawn  in  his  pre¬ 
fence  ;  the  paper  was  very  particu¬ 
lar  on  which  the  draft  was  made, 
having  at  the  back  the  words.  “  A 
houfe  to  be  let,  enquire  within.” 
The  whole  of  the  three  had  a  fliare 
in  the  drawing,  and  feemed  to  be 
active  in  the  bufinefs. — The  wit- 
nefs  was  informed,  by  Upton,  he 
ihould  be  paid  for  his  model. 

A  very  long  argument  took  place, 
whether  the  remaining  evidence, 
namely,  the  confeffional  evidence 
of  the  prifoner  himfelf,  fhould  be 
admitted.  Mr.  Adam  contended, 
that  no  overt  aft  of  treafon  had 
been  proved  by  two  witneftes. — 
The  court  determined,  that  the 
confeffional  evidence  ought  to  be 
taken,  in  order  that  the  jury  might 
difcover  the  intent  of  the  prifoner’s 
mind,  and,  of  courfe,  bring  the 
overt  aft  home  to  him. 

Jonathan  Le  Briton  flated  him¬ 
felf  to  be  a  boatfteerer  to  the  Po¬ 
mona  South  Whaler,  and  that  they 
failed  from  Portfmouth  on  the 
29th  of  January  1 794.  About  a 
fortnight  before  that  time,  the  pri¬ 
foner  came  on  board  as  their  fur- 
geo-n,  and,  as  was  ufual  for  gentle¬ 
men  in  that  capacity,  was  general¬ 
ly  called  doftor.  They  went  round 
to  Falmouth,  whence  they  failed 
February  13,  and  were  captured 
on  the  15th,  by  a  French  corvette, 
La  V engeance,  by  whom  they  were 
carried  into  Bred.  The  prifoner 
then  wrote  his  name  R.  T.  Crofs- 
field,  and  on  his  being  put  on  board 
another  fhip,  he  wifiied  the  wit- 
nefs  good-bye  ;  faid  that  he  was  hap¬ 
py  he  was  going  to  France,  and  that 
he  would  much  rather  be  there  than 
in  England.  They  were  foon  after 
put  into  the  fame  prifon  fhip,  where 
they  remained  until  a  cartel  was 
ready  for  their  exchange.  On  the 
day  after  they  failed  from  Portf¬ 
mouth,  he  tpld  the  witnefs,  that 
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he  was  one  of  thofe  who  invented 
the  air-gun  to  fhoot,  or  aflaifinate, 
his  majefty  ;  and  defcribed  that,  it 
was  to  be  done  by  an  arrow,  barb¬ 
ed  like  their  harpoons,  through  a 
kind  of  a  tube,  by  inflammable  air. 
When  the  cartel  was  ready,  the 
prifoner  fet  himfelf  down  in  the 
lift,  by  the  defcription  of  H.  Wil- 
fon,  of  the  Hope  brig,. which  was 
alfo  taken  by  the  fame  fhip  as  they 
had  been.  -In  his  crofs-examina- 
tion,  he  faid,  he  knew  nothing  of 
the  mufter  lift;  that  their  crew  con¬ 
fided  of  twenty-three  men,  and 
that  captain  Charles  Clarke  came 
back  with  them,  who  had  not, 
however,  attended  the  privy  coun¬ 
cil,  though  he  had  feen  him  at 
Mr.  White’s,  the  folicitor’s  ;  at  his 
lodgings ;  and  at  Mr.  Smith’s,  at 
Wapping  ;  but  denied  he  had  ever 
converfed  with  him  on  this  fubjeft. 
He  admitted,  that  after  they  were 
taken,  they  had  a  fcheme  to  feize 
the  French  fhip,  in  which  Crofs- 
fteld,  as  well  as  the  reft,  was  en¬ 
gaged.  He  remembered,  that  they 
were  allowed  to  take  out  fome  of 
the  private  trade,  but  denied  that 
he  and  the  prifoner  had  ever  quar¬ 
relled. 

Thomas  Dennis,  mate  of  the 
Pomona,  dated,  that  the  prifoner, 
the  night  after  they  failed  from 
Falmouth,  faid  to  him,  that  Pitt 
would  fend  a  frigate  after  him,  if 
he  knew  where  he  was ;  that  his 
majefty  was  to  have  been  aftaffinat- 
ed  by  a  dart,  blown  through  a  tube, 
at  the  play  houfe,  and  that  he  knew 
how  it  was  conftrufted.— -The 
other  part  of  his  teftimony  was  fi- 
milar  to  that  of  the  former  witnefs. 
In  his  crofs-examination,  he  ac-< 
knowledged  he  had  written  a  certi¬ 
ficate  to  the  conful,  that  he  was 
an  American  :  he  believed,  the  pri¬ 
foner  had  ftated  himfelf  anaturalifed 
Floll^nder.  Fie  had  heard  that  the 

prifone? 


i;$6.]  OCCURRENCES. 


prifoner  charged  the  lofs  of  his  diip 
to  his  negligence,  but  they  never 
quarrelled. 

James  Winter  described  himfelf 
to  be  the  owner  of  the  Sufanna,  a 
Newfoundland  veffel,  which  was 
captured,  and  carried  into  Breft : 
after  being  confined  fome  time  in 
the  cattle,  he  was  put  on  board  the 
prifon  ttiip  where  he  was  introduc¬ 
ed  to  the  prifoner,  by  a  capt.  Yal- 
lerley,  by  the  name  of  Crofsfield ; 
but  he  faid,  No;  his  name  was 
Tom  Paine ;  they  lived  in  habits 
of  intimacy  for  five  months,  con- 
ttantly  fupping  and  dining  toge¬ 
ther  ;  during  which,  he  frequently 
faid,  he  had  ftiot  at  his  majefty  be¬ 
tween  Buckingham-houfe  and  the 
palace,  but  unluckily  milled :  he 
afterward  fhewed  the  witnefs  a 
hollow  piece  of  iron,  about  a  foot 
and  a  half  long,  as  a  ttmilar  inftru- 
ment  to  that  with  which  he  had 
made  the  attempt;  that  he  had  fliot 
a  cat  through  it,  with  a  poifoned 
dart,  and  that  flie  had  died  imme¬ 
diately  after.  Another  day  he  faid, 
he  hoped  he  fhould  live  to  fee  the 
day  that  the  ftreets  of  London 
would  be  up  to  his  ancles  in  the 
blood  of  the  king  and  his  party. 
Interrogating  him  about  his  ttiooY- 
ing  at  his  majefty,  he  faid,  that,  af¬ 
ter  he  had  fhot  at  him,  he  was  pur- 
fued  by  two  king’s  meffengers ;  but 
that  he  efcaped  to  Portfmouth,  got 
aboard  a  South  whaler,  was  a  few 
days  after  luckily  taken,  and 
brought  into  Breft.  One  day,  after 
dinner,  a  capt.  Collins,  who  was  a 
prifoner  with  them,  faid,  he  wifli- 
ed,  he  had  the  cutting  off  the  heads 
of  the  king,  Pitt,  and  the  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  the  prifoner  replied,  ‘  Have 
patience,  I  hope  to  have  the  cut¬ 
ting  off  of  fome  of  them  myfelf.’ 

When  the  cartel  ttiip  was  ready, 
the  prifoner  went  into  the  cabin 
.with  the  French  commodore,  and 

6  ' 


(*9) 

when  he  came  out,  faid,  “  Now 
every  thing  is  fettled  to  my  fads- 
fa^fion ;”  having,  previously  to 
this,  often  boafted  that  the  French 
had  offered  him  great  encourage¬ 
ment.  They  were  three  days  on 
their  paffage,  but  immediately,  on 
their^  arrival  at  a  port  near  Fowey 
in  Cornwall,  the  witnefs  fought 
out  a  magiftrate,  gave  information 
againft  the  prifoner,  and  had  him 
taken  into  cuftody. 

Richard  Penny,  matter  of  arms 
of  his  majefty’s  ftiip  Aftive,  was  a 
prifoner  at  the  fame  time,  and 
gave  teftimony  of  ttmilar  expref- 
ttons. 

Walter  Colmer  and  Edward 
Stoker,  two  conftables  of  Fowey, 
gave  an  account  of  the  apprehend¬ 
ing  of  the  prifoner,  and  that,  as 
they  were  taking  him  to  Bodmyn, 
he  offered  to  give  them  two  gui¬ 
neas  a-piece,  to  let  him  go;  and  on 
their  alking,  what  was  to  become 
of  the  p  oft  boy  ?  he  faid,  lend  me 
one  of  your  piftols,  and  I  will  foon 
pop  him  out  of  the  way. 

Elizabeth  Upton  fwore,  that  flie 
had  not  feen  her  huiband  for  fome 
time.  He  had  fuddenly  diiappear- 
ed,  and  was  fuppofed  to  be  dead. 

Two  other  witneffes  were  called 
to  prove  that  Upton  had  been  feen 
at  one  of  the  meetings  of  the  cor- 
refponding  fociety,  with  a  tube 
like  that  which  was  taken  in  his 
houfe. 

Mr.  Mortimer,  the  gunfmith, 
believed,  what  was  fhewn  him,  and 
the  drawings,  to  be  intended  for 
parts  of  an  air-pump, 

Mr.  Wood,  a  barrifler,  faw  one 
of  thefe  drawings  in  the  poffeltton 
of  Upton,  at  his  own  hoyfe,  in 
September  1794.  He  went  to  Mr, 
Pitt,  the  next  day,  to  give  him  in¬ 
formation.  And  here  ended  the 
evidence  for  the  crown. 

Mr.  Adam,  counfel  for  the  pri- 
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{oner,  wifhed  to  be  allowed  Tome 
little  reft  before  he  entered  upon 
the  defence. 

On  Thurfday,  May  10,  the  court 
fat  at  eight.  The  chief  juftice  Eyre 
and  the  recorder  confulted  for  a 
few  minutes,  when  it  was  ordered, 
that  the  trials  of  the  three  other 
perfons,  indiCted  for  treafon,  (lion Id 
be  adjourned  to  Thurfday  next. 

Mr.  Crofsfield  came  to  the  baiy 
and  was  indulged,  as  on  the  fir  ft 
dav,  with  a  chair. 

Mr.  Adam  then  entered  upon  the 
prifoner’s  defence.  He  firft  of  all 
called  fome  witnefles  to  prove  that 
Upton  was  a  very  bad  character, 
and  was  actuated  by  motives  of  re- 
fentment  againft  the  parties  impli¬ 
cated  in  this  charge  Then  re¬ 
viewing  the  evidence  that  had  been 
adduced  againft  the  prifoner,  he 
called  witnefles  to  contradict  the 
confeftional  part,  which  was  de- 
pofed  by  Le  Briton  and  Dennis. 
He  called  William  Cleveling,  who 
was  going  out  as  agent  to  the  Ca¬ 
naries,  and  was  a  prifoner  with 
Mr.  Crofsfield  in  Breft  harbour ; 
he  mefled  with  him  for  months; 
he  never  heard  him  make  any 
declarations  refpeCVmg  attacking 
the  king.  He  was  always  known 
by  his  real  name,  Crofsfield.  He 
never  heard  him  mention  any  plot 
againft  the  king.  The  prifoner  was 
of  a  turn  of  mind  inclining  to 
mirth,  and  frequently  fung  jolly 
fongs.  Upon  fcrofs-examination, 
the  witnefs  had  twice  heard  him 
ling  republican  fongs. 

He  next  called  capt.  Anthony 
Collins,  who  fwore,  that  he  Crofs¬ 
field,  when  a  prifoner  in  Breft  wa¬ 
ter,  was  invited  to  go  on  board  the 
veflels  that  had  the  fick  people; 
that  he  behaved  very  well ;  and,  by 
his  /kill  and  application, ,  he  had 
favecL  at  leaft,  fifty  or  fixty  lives. 
He  mefled  with  the  prifoner  many 


months  ;  and  during  that  time,  h 
never  heard  him  fpeak  any  difre 
fpeCtful  words  of  the  king,  or  an; 
confeflion  refpeCting  a  plot  to  de 
ftrov  his  fovereign  ;  on  the  contra 
ry,  'he  feemed  to  be  much  plestfe 
when  he  was  certain  of  returnin 
to  England  in  the  cartel.  The  pri 
foner  had  alfo  refufed  a  very  ad 
vantageous  offer  to  be  infpeCtor 
general  of  the  hofpital-prifons  a 
Breft,  but  had  declined  it.  Upd;] 
crofs-examination,  he  acknowledg 
ed,  that  there  was  a  levity  about  hir 
that  might  give  caufe  of  fufpicion 

Several  refpecfable  witnefles  wer 
called,  who  gave  the  prifoner  a 
excellent  character  for  hutnanit 
and  kindnefs. 

Mr.  Gurney  made  an  excel! er 
and  moil  energetic  fpeech,  in  whic 
he  fummed  up  the  evidence. 

The  lord  chief  juftice. — c  M' 
Crofsfield,  von  have  been  beards 
your  counfel  very  fully  ;  but  vo 
are  allowed  the  right  of  being  hear 
yourfelf :  now  is  your  time,  and  it 
court  will  liften  to  you  with  atten¬ 
tion.’ — The  prifoner  replied,  4  M 
lord,  1  have  only  one  circumftanc 
to  add,  that  from  my  inmoft  foul 
have  ever  detefled  any  aCts  c 
cruelty,  much  lefs  premeditated  a 
faffination  of  my  fovereign.— I  at 
fully  fatisfied  with  the  great  exei 
tions  of  my  counfel,  and  rely  upo 
your  lordfltip’s  candid  confideratio 
of  my  cafe, -  and  the  honour  an 
juftice  of  an  Englifh  jury.’ 

The  attorney-general  then  too 
a  review  of  the  whole  of  the  ev 
dence,  and  the  arguments  whic 
had  been  ufed  by  the  prifoner 
counfel,  and  obferved,  that  he  ha 
full  conviction  in  his  own  mind,  t 
was  entitled  to  a  verdiCt  of  guilty 
but,  if  the  jury  felt  otherwife,  f 
fliould  be  fully  fatisfied  that  tf 
prifoner.  ought  to  be  acquitted. 

The  lord  chief  juftice  Eyre  fun 
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mcd  lip  the  evidence,  and  declared, 
that,  in  his  mind,  the  fecond  overt 
act  had  been  Sufficiently  proved  to 
be  left  to  the  jury' the  firft,  respect¬ 
ing  the  poifoned  dart,  certainly  had 
net,  as  that  had  been  fpoken  to 
only  by  Dennis.  The  cafe,  how¬ 
ever,  reded  very  much  upon  the 
prifoner’s  own  declaration,  as,  with¬ 
out  that,  no  purpofe  could  be  af- 
figned.  for  the  inftrument,  which 
had  been  ordered,  and  intended  to 
be  made. 

The  jury  retired  for  an  hour  and 
forty  minutes,  and  then  gave  their 
verdi  ft — Not  guilty. 

14.  Henry  Wefton  was  capitally 
conviefted  at  the  Old  Bailey,  of 
forging  and  uttering  a  warrant  of 
attorney,  by  means  of  which  he 
transferred  5,000  k  three  per  cent, 
flock,  the  property  of  general 
Tonyn.  He  had  kike  wife  trans¬ 
ferred  1  r,oool.  of  the  fame  dock 
belonging  to  the  general;  but  he 
was  ind idled  only  for  the  former. 
The  faeft  being  fully  proved,  a  let¬ 
ter,  written  by  the  prifoner  to  his 
employer,  Mr.  Cowan,  on  his  ab¬ 
sconding  from  London,  was  read  in 
court.  It  mentioned,  that  he  (the  pri¬ 
foner)  bad  loft,  by  Speculating  in  the 
funds,  7,oool.  entrufted  to  his  care 
by  fir  Hugh  Pallifer  Walters,  bart. 
that  lie  afterwards  had  ventured  im- 
fii  en fe  f u  ms  i  n  Spec u  1  at i o n  a t  Me  firs . 
Mackay  and  Forbes’s,  and  conti- 
nuing  ftill  unlucky,  he  had  recourfe 
to  the  gaming-table,  where  his  ill- 
fort  une  followed  him,  and  he  was 
under  the  necefiity  of  impofing  011 
the  credulity  of  Mr.  Cowan,  by 
forging  two  powers  of  attorney  in 
the  name  of  gen.  Tonyn,  the  one 
for  ii,oool.  the  other  for  5,000k 
flock,  belonging  to  that  gentleman. 
That  he  had  paid  an  immenfe  Sum 
to  Mr.  C.  K.  at  Forbes’s,  befide 
lofing  i,6ool.  in  the  lafr  lottery, 
and  other  great  Ioffes  which  he  had 


experienced  at  different  gaming¬ 
tables.  The  letter  then  took  no¬ 
tice  of  Several  debts  which  were 
owing  to  him,  and  concluded  by  a 
declaration,  that  he  was  So  dread¬ 
fully  affedted  by  his  mifcondinft, 
that  he  could  live  no  longer,  with, 
the  words,  4  God  forgive  me,’  Sign¬ 
ed  Henry  Wefton. 

The  prifoner  being  called  upon 
for  his  defence,  made  none.  Se¬ 
veral  refpecftable  gentlemen  were 
called  to  his  character,  the  excel¬ 
lence  of  which,  prior  to  the  fatal 
tranfadlions  that  preceded  his  ruin, 
was  manifeft  to  the  whole  court. 

The  judge  Summed  up  the  evi¬ 
dence;  and  the  jury,  returned  the 
verdict,  guilty.  When  it  was  pro¬ 
nounced,  the  prifoner  add  ref  fed  the 
court  as  follows  .-  “  I  hear  the  ver¬ 
dict  agamic  me  with  a  calmnefs  and 
resignation  I  am  happy  in  poffeffing 
upon  fo  awful  an  occafion.  I  hope 
the  numerous  young  men  who  fur- 
round  me  will  take  example  by  mv 
fate,  and  avoid  thofe  exceffes  which 
have  brought  me  to  ruin  and  dif- 
grace,  and  that  thofe  farther  ad¬ 
vanced  in  years  will  be  cautious  of 
indulging,  with  too  unlimited  a 
controul,  perfons  at  too  early  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  life.  At  the  time  I  was 
ufhered  into  life,  I  poffeffed  that 
controul  over  property,  the  value 
of  which  I  could  not  juftly  eftimate, 
from  which  I  date  my  prefent  dread¬ 
ful  fituarion.  The  juftice  of  mv 
condemnation  I  acknowledge,  and 
Snail  Submit  to  it  with  patience,  and 
I  hope  with  fortitude.” 

19.  This  day  was  heard  at  Guild¬ 
hall,  before  lord  Kenyon  and  a 
Special  jury,  an  information  hied  bv 
the  attorney  general,  by  order  of  the 
bo ufe  of  commons,  againft  John 
Reeves,  efq.  for  a  libel  on  the  Bri- 
t Illi  conftitution. 

The  libel  was  contained  in  a 
pamphlet,  infilled,  “  Thoughts  on 
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the  Englifh  Government. ”  Of 
this  pamphlet  the  defendant  was 
charged  to  be  the  author  and  pub¬ 
lisher. 

The  attorney -general  opened  the 
cafe  on  the  part  of  the  crown^  He 
faid,  that  he  was  not  forry  that  it 
had  fallen  to  his  lot  to  conduct  the 
prefent  profecution,  becaufe,  in  the 
difcharge  of  his  duty,  he  had  lately 
had  occafion  to  inflitute  a  preat 
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number  of  profecutions  for  libels 
on  the  government  and  conflitu- 
tion  of  a  very  different  nature  from 
the  prefent.  He  then  took  a  gene¬ 
ral  view  of  the  principles  of  the 
Britifh  conflitution,  as  eflablifhed 
at  the  revolution,  and  quoted  the 
bill  of  rights  to  prove,  that  James 
intended  to  overturn  the  proteflant 
religion,  and  that  he  had  been 
juftly  excluded  from  the  crown  of 
England.  He  cited,  from  the 
pamphlet  in  queffion,  the  ftrongeft 
and  mod  exceptionable  paffages,  on 
which  he  commented  with  great 
learning  and  ability.  The  inoft  im¬ 
portant  paffage,  to  which  he  called 
the  ferious  attention  of  the  jury 
was,  that  in  which  it  is  faid,  “  that 
the  king  can  carry  on  the  fundlions 
of  government  without  the  lords 
and  commons;  that  the  monarch 
is  the  ancient  flock,  and  that  if  the 
lords  and  commons  were  lopped 
off,  the  trunk  would  ftill  remain.” 
He  then  went  into  a  long  argument, 
to  prove  the  juflice  and  legality  of 
the  revolution  in  1668,  and  the 
wifdom  and  excellence  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  conflitution,  which,  he  con¬ 
tended,  the  defendant  had  libelled 
in  the  pamphlet  in  queflion.  Fie 
concluded  by  requeuing,  that  the 
jury  would  attentively  perufe  the 
whole  pamphlet,  and  form  their 
judgment  on  a  fair  examination  of 
it,  whether  it  was  merely  an  unad- 
vifed  and  erroneous  publication,  or 
written  with  an  evil  intent,  to  libel 
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and  vilify  the  conflitution  and  the 
two  houfes  of  parliament.  If  they 
believed  the  defendant  intended  to 
libel  the  conflitution,  they  were 
bound  to  find  him  guilty;  if  not, 
they  would  find  him  not  guilty. 

The  pamphlet  was  then  read 
throughout,  and  proved  to  have 
been  publifhed  by  the  defendant, 
which,  indeed,  his  counfel  admit¬ 
ted. 

Mr.  Plomer  addreffed  the  jury  in 
behalf  of  the  defendant,  whom  he 
reprefented  as  one  of  the  mofl  zea¬ 
lous  friends  of  the  Britifh  conflitu¬ 
tion,  and  the  lafl  man  in  the  world 
who  would  intentionally  libel  either 
branches  of  it.  He  concluded^  by 
entreating  the  jury,  to  confider  with 
what  intention  the  pamphlet  was 
written.  It  was  a  mere  queflion  of 
libel,  or  no  libel.  It  was  for  the 
jury  to  judge  of  the  quo  animo ;  and 
the  refult  of  their  judgment,  he  felt 
a  perfuafion,  would  be  a  verdi&  of 
— Not  guilty. 

Lord  Kenyon  recommended  to 
the  jury  to  take  the  pamphlet  and 
record  out  of  court  with  them,  to 
compare  one  with  the  other,  and 
form  their  judgment — Whether  the 
conflrudlion  put  upon  the  pamph¬ 
let  in  the  record  was  the  true  one, 
namely,  that  it  was -a  wilful  and 
malicious  libels 

The  jury  withdrew  for  about  an 
hour,  and,  on  their  return,  the  fore¬ 
man  thus  addreffed  the  judge  :  “  My 
lord,  we  think  this  pamphlet  a  very 
improper  publication;  but  not  be¬ 
ing  convinced  that  it  was  written 
with  a  libellous  intention,  we, 
therefore,  fay — Not  guilty. 

20.  Yellerday,  Fliggins,  Smith, 
and  Le  Maitre,  were  brought  to 
the  bar  at  the  Old  Bailey,  charged 
with  being  concerned  with  Crofs- 
field  in  a  plot  to  affaifinate  his  ma- 
jelly  by  means  of  a  poifoned  ar¬ 
row.  The  jury  being  called  over, 
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ie  attorney-general  faid,  thatCrofs- 
eld  having  been  acquitted,  he  did 
ot  mean  to  follow  up  the  proceed- 
lgs  againft  the  men  now  at  the 
ar.  The  death  of  Upton,  the 
rincipal  witnefs,  had  occasioned  a 
eficiency  of  that  evidence  which 
as  necefiary  in  cafes  of  high  trea- 
>n.  He  had  every  reafon  to  be- 
eve  that  Upton  was  dead  ;  but 
lould  the  fadf  be  otherwife,  he 
ould  certainly  take  meafures  to 
ring  to  condign  punishment  the 
erfons  who  had  deceived  him  in 
tat  particular.  The  jury  found  the 
rifoners  not  guilty.  After  an  at- 
:mpt  to  addrefs  the  court,  in  which 
iev  were  not  allowed  to  proceed, 
ley  were  difcharged  from  the  bar. 
ee p.  (26). 

28.  An  examination  took  place 
efterday,  at  the  public  office  in 
rreat  Marlborough-ftreet,  refpedl- 
lg  the  fudden  and  unfortunate 
eath  of  lord  Charles  Townfhend, 
'ho  had  the  very  day  before  been 
burned  member  for  Yarmouth  in 
Norfolk,  and  was  returning  thence 
dth  his  brother  lord  Frederick 
mwnfhend,  in  their  own  chariot 
dth  four  poff-horfes.  The  laid 
age  was  from  Ilford.  One  of  the 
oftillions  depofed,  that  he  was  or- 
ered  to  drive  to  rlanover-fquare, 
y  a  gentleman  in  the  carriage, 
refled  in  black  (lord  Frederick 
townfhend),  he  Saw  no  other  gen- 
leman  in  the  carriage ;  and  was 
ofitive  that  there  was  no  other  on 
he  feat,  becaufe  if  there  had  been, 
ie  mu  ft  have  Seen  him.  The  gen- 
leman  Jn  black  paid  the  Stratford 
urnpike.  They  then  drove  on, 
nd  he  heard  no  noife  whatsoever, 
intil  they  came  near  the  Globe,  at 
dile-end,  when  he  heard  the  report 
»f  a  piitol  in  the  carriage,  and 
urning  about,  Saw  lord  Frederick 
hrow  the  piftol  out  of  the  win- 
low  into  the  road;  he  ft  ill  drove 


on,  and  he  faw  lord  Frederick  wave 
his  hat,  and  heard  him  hollao  Seve¬ 
ral  times,  and  make  a  great  deal  of 
noife.  When  they  arrived  at' the 
corner  of  Argyle- Street,  in  Oxford- 
ftreet,  he  alighted  to  alk  the  gen¬ 
tleman  where  he  was  to  drive  him5 
to  ?  who  faid  to  the  bifhop  of  Nor¬ 
wich’s;  but  upon  faying  that  he 
did  not  know  where  the  bifhop 
lived,  the  gentleman  came  out  of 
the  chariot,  and  Struck  him  over 
the  face,  and  Swore  he’d  knock  him 
down.  Lord  Frederick  walked  a- 
bout  without  attempting  to  make 
off,  and  dripped  off  his  coat,  waift- 
coat,  and  fliirt;  opened  the  knees 
of  his  breeches,  and  talked  of  figh  t¬ 
ing.  He  (the  deponent)  then  went 
to  the  door  of  the  carriage,  and  faw 
a  dead  man  lying  on  the  cufhion. 
The  people  then  came  up,  fur- 
rounded  lord  Frederick,  and  took 
him  to  the  watch-houfe. 

This  evidence  was  confirmed  by 
the  other  driver.  Sir  Edward  Lay- 
ton,  mayor  of  Yarmouth,  gave  Se¬ 
veral  Strong  inftances  to' prove  in¬ 
fancy  in  both  lord  Frederick  and 
his  brother  lord  Charles.  Their 
behaviour  to  each  other,  at  Yar¬ 
mouth,  evinced  every  mark  of  mu¬ 
tual  affection ;  but  their  coridmfl: 
was  Such,  that  their  friends  wi filed 
to  get  them  out  of  Yarmouth  as 
Soon  as  pofiible  ;  and  he  himfelf  had 
followed  them  to  London  in  the 
mail  coach,  in  order  to  inform  the 
marquis,  their  father,  of  their  fitu- 
ation.  Lord  Frederick’s  Servant 
depofed,  that  his  mailer  had  been 
confined  for  infanity  two  years  ago, 
and  that  from  his  behaviour  at  Yar¬ 
mouth  he  was  apprehenfive  another 
fit  was  coming  on.  It  appeared, 
from  the  observations  of  Mr.  Ker- 
rifon,  apprentice  to  Mr.  Barnham, 
chymift,  No.  33.0,  in  Oxford-flreet 
(to  whofe  houfe  the  deceafed  was 
conveyed)  that  the  piftol  muff  have 
(C)  been 
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been  put  into  the  mouth,  as  the 
teeth  were  not  injured  j  but  he 
could  not  fay  whether  it  was  fui- 
cide,  or  death  bv  the  hand  of  ano- 
ther :  he  thought  the  deceafed  had 
been  dead  two  hours. 

An  examination  again  took  place, 
at,  a  quarter  pad:  ten  in  the  evening, 
before  the  coroner’s  inquell,  which 
laded  till  within  a  quarter  of  twelve, 
when  they  brought  in  their  verdidf, 
<£  Death,  occasioned  by  a  piftol 
fliot,  but  by  w  ho  fe  hands  they  could 
not  tell.” 

28.  At  the  admiralty  feflions  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  William  and  John 
Mitchell  were  brought  to  the  bar, 
under  an  indictment  for  murder, 
committed  on  the  high  Teas,  upon 
the  body  of  Colin,  alias  Ezekiel 
Franklin.  The  circumdances  of 
this  cafe,  as  dated  by  the  coutifel 
for  the  profecution,  were  marked 
with  the  greateft  enormity.  The 
prifoners  were  owner  and  mader  of 
the  veflel  John  and  Elizabeth  of  36 
tons  burden.  This  veflel  was  ly¬ 
ing  at  Jerfey  in  December  lad:,  when 
the  Somerfet  fencibles  were  dif- 
charged.  The  quarier-mafler  of 
that  regiment  agreed  with  the 
owner  of  the  vedel  to  convey  120 
of  the  foldiers  to  England,  and  to 
fupply  them  with  water.  When 
the  veflel  left  Jerfey,  die  had  only 
two  hogdieads  of  water  on  board. 
In  the  paflage  between  Jerfey  and 
Guernfey,  the  paflengers  were  in 
great  want  of  water,  and  in  anfwer 
to  their  complaints,  the  mader  af- 
fured  them  that  they  diould  get  a 
plentiful  fupply  at  Guernfey,  which 
they  reached  on  the  fame  day  that 
they  fet  fail.  The  mader  would 
not  permit  any  of  them  to  go  011 
Ihore  that  evening.  Next  morning 
he  gave  them  liberty,  but  had  it  not 
been  for  the  fupply  they  received 
fome  vefleis  lying  along  fide  • 


of  them,  they  would  have  be 
parched  to  death  during  the  nigl 
They  left  Guernfey  with  a  very  i 
adequate  fupply,  and  on  their  p; 
fage  to  England  were  overtaken  1 
2/  dorm.  When  the  gale  fpra, 
up,  the  captain  and  mader  fore 
the  whole  izopaflengers  into  t 
hold,  and  nailed  down  the  hate 
way.  ,  While  they  were  about  tl 
operation,  one  of  the  prifont 
thinking  that  Colin  Franklin  w 
not  making  hade  enough,  beat  hi 
violently,  and  thruft  him  dov 
headlong,  by  which'  means  he  w 
feverely  bruifed.  In  this  fm; 
hold,  tnefe  120  people  remained  ; 
night  without  any  communicatii 
either  of  air  or  water,  though  th 
were  condantly  calling  out  to  t 
captain  for  God’s  fake  to  brii 
them  fome  relief.  In  this  horrifc 
date  many  of  them  became  deli 
ous,  and  beat,  bruifed,  and  dabb 
one  another.  When  the  dorm 
bated,  the  hatchway  was  opene 
and  no  lefs  than  57  perfons  we 
found  dead,  among  whom  was  C 
lin,  alias  Ezekiel  Franklin,  wl 
feemed  to  have  differed  fome  ve 
fevere  contufions,  charged  to  ha 
been  given  by  the  owner  and  mad 
of  the  veflel. 

The  principal  faCts  were  prove* 
but  it  appeared  from  the  evidem 
that  the  prifbners  were  noceffitati 
by  the  dorfn  to  fbut  up  the  p s 
fengers  in  the  hold,  and  it  did  n 
appear  whether  Franklin  had  dii 
in  confequence  of  the  confinemer 
or  the  blows  given  him  by  his  con 
pan  ions,  or  of  the  rough  ufage  1 
received  from  the  owner  and  m 
der  of  the  veflel. 

The  court  delivered  a  charge  f 
vourable  to  the  prifoners,  and  tl 
jury  brought  in  a  verdiCt — N< 
guilty. 
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I 

1.  On  Monday,  during  the  whole 
Bay,  there  was  a  very  violent  ftorm, 
which  was  particularly  felt  in  St. 
James’s  and  Hyde  parks,  where  the 
trees  have  fuffered  even  more  than 
in  the  memorable  hurricane  of  No¬ 
vember  laft.  In  the  Pool  feveral 
fhips  were  driven'from  their  moor¬ 
ings,  and  dallied  with  fuch  violence 
againft  each  other,  as  to  occalion 
the  finking  of  fome,  and  the  very 
material  injiiry  of  others.  At  flood 
tide,  the  wind  and  current  being 
oppofite,  it  was  impoflible  to  navi¬ 
gate  the  river  with  boats.  Incon¬ 
ceivable  damage  has  likewife  been 
done  to  the  fruit  trees,  garden 
grounds,  & c. 

2.  On  the  25th  of  May,  a  com¬ 
mon-hall  was  held  at  Guildhall, 
for  the  purpofe  of  nominating  pro¬ 
per  reprefentatives  for  the  city  of 
London  to  ferve  in  the  enfuing  par¬ 
liament.  The  candidates  were  the 
lord- mayor,  aldermen  fir  Watkin 
Lewes,  Anderfon,  Lufliington, 
Pickett,  and  Combe.  After  the 
tifuai  forms  were  gone  through,  and 
the  candidates  had  feverally  addreff- 
ed  the  livery,  the  poll  Was  opened, 
and  the  numbers  for  each  day  were 
as  follow  i 

lft.  2d.  3d.  4th.  5th.  6th.  7th. 
Luthingt.  104  659  746  56$  959  722  611 
Curtis  108  677  741  576  892  738  601 
Combe  169  608.  678  462  814.  604  528 
Amdeifon  "55  521  536  408  64 6  506  478 
Pickett  136  408  484  336  543  452  436 
Lewes  77  453  379  331  511  328  276 

Total  of  the  poll  for 
Aldermhn  Lufliington-  436a 
The  lord-mayor  -  43 1 3 

Alderman  Combe  -  3 B6 3 

Anderfon  .3170 
Pickett  -  2795 

Lewes  -  -2355 

.  l3*  Mr.  Park,  in  the  court  of 
king’s-bench,  obtained  an  attach¬ 
ment  again!!  admiral  Bligh,  for  the 
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difrefpedlful  manner  in  which  he 
had  treated  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 
When  the  perfon  who  wifhed  to 
ferve  the  writ  got  on  board  the 
Brunfwick,  the  admiral  ordered  the 
men  to  get  ready  a  321b.  lliot.  He 
then  tied  the  habeas  corpus  to  k 
boat,  and  told  the  perfon  who 
brought  it,  that  he  would  fink  him 
and  the  boat  too,  if  he  did  not  go 
back,  and  carry  his  habeas  corpus 
along  with  him.-^-Lord  Kenyon 
faid,  it  was  a  very  ill-advifed  thing, 
and  if  the  admiral  had  a  minute  to 
paufe,  he  had  no  doubt  but  he 
would  do  what  was  right  in  this  bu- 
finefs. — Mr.  Park  told  the  court, 
the  fliip  was  under  failing  orders, 
and  by  a  late  rule  of  the  court,  the 
rule  for  the  attachment  was  abfo-, 
lute  in  the  firft  inftarice. — Lord 
Kenyon  faid,  fince  that  was  the 
cafe,  the  attachment  mu  ft  go,  and 
he  was  forry  for  it. — [On  a  fubfe - 
quent  day ,  the  rule  Teas  dif charged,  the 
admiral  having  complied  ivith  the  rb- 
quijition  of  the  habeas  corpus.  ] 

The  fame  day  Mr.  Erfkine  mov¬ 
ed,  that  a  fatisfadlion  be  entered  for 
300I.  being  part  of  the  fine  impofed 
upon  Andrew  Robinfon  Bowes, 
efq.  and  which  his  majefty  had  been 
pleafed  to  remit. — The  attorney-* 
general  gave  his  content  to  Mr. 
Erfkine’s  motion.  —  Mr.  Erlkine 
then  faid,  that  his  majefty  having 
taken  Mr.  Bowes’  cafe,  and  his  good 
condudt  while  in  confinement,  into, 
his  moft  gracious  and  humane  con- 
fideration,  had  been  pleafed;  to  re¬ 
mit  that  part  of  the  fentence  by 
which  Mr.  Bowes  was  to  find  two 
fecurities  in  5000I.  each,  for  his 
good  behaviour  for  fourteen  years. 
Mr.  Erfkine  then  delivered  to  their 
lordftiips  his  majefty’s  warrant  for 
the  above  purpofe,  with  the  fign 
manual.-— Lord  Kenyon  faid,  he 
had  inquired  into  Mr.  Bowes,<rbe- 
haviour  while  in  prifon,  and  found 
(C  2)  that 
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that  his  con du 6t  had  been  exem¬ 
plary.— Mr.  Bowes  then  gave  his 
own  fecuritv  in  io,oool.  for  his 
good  behaviour. 

14.  Yefterday,  the  poll  for  the 
city  of  Weftminfter  finally  clofed; 
when  the  numbers  appeared  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

Mr.  Fox  -  -  5160 

Admiral  Gardner  -  48 14 

John  Horne  Tooke,  efq.  2819 
18.  The  Gazette  of  this  evening 
announces  the  capture  of  Les  Trois 
Couleurs  of  10  guns  and  70  men, 
and  of  La  Blonde  of  16  guns,  and 
95  men  (two  corvettes)  off  ,13  fhan.t, 
by  the  Indefatigable  frigate  of  44 
guns,  captain  .fir  Edward  Pellew. 
—  It  alfo  contains  a  letter  to  admi¬ 
ral  Kingfmill,at  Cork,  from  captain 
Martin,  of  the  Santa  Margaritta  fri¬ 
gate,  containing  an  account  of  the 
recapture  of  the  Thames  frigate  ; 
another  letter  to  the  faid  admiral 
from  captain  Williams  of  the  Uni¬ 
corn  frigate,  announcing  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  La  Tribune  of  44  guns; 
and  a  letter  from  lord  Amelins 
Beauclerk,  captain  of  the  Dryad 
frigate,  to  Mr.  Nepean,  with  advice 
of  his  having  taken  La  Proferpine 
frigate  of  38  guns,  off  Cape  Clear. 
Thefe  letters  were  as  follows : 

Santa  Margaritta ,  at  Seay  June  11. 

SIR, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you, 
that  on  the  7th  inftant,  being  in 
company  with  his  maje fly’s  fhip 
Unicorn,  18  leagues  wef  of  Scilly, 
we  dilcovered,  at  two  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  three  fail  of  fhips  a- 
bout  a  mile  on  our  lee  beam.  As 
the  day  opened,  we  perceived  them 
to  be  frigates  belonging  to  the 
French  nation,  which  I  communi- 
cated  to  captain  Williams, by  fignal, 
who  immediately  made  fail  to  join 
me,'  and  on  his  near  approach  made 
our  fignal  to  pafs  within  hail,  for 
the  purpofe  of  giving  him  informa- 
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tion  of  the  enemy’s  force.  Th 
ftatement  of  their  fuperiority  en 
courageci  him  in  his  eager  purfuii 
having  faid  that  he  would  attack  th 
largeft  fhip,  and  defiring  me  to  en 
gage  the  next  in  ftrength.  Thi 
noble  example  infpired  every  per 
foil  with  confidence  of  fuccefs,  an 
each  fhip  fleered  for  her  opponent 
.but  the  enemy,  determined  to  evad 
an  adlion,  fleered  away  large  unde 
a  prefs  of  fail,  the  fmalleft  fhip  a 
the  fame  time  making  off  to  wind 
ward.  At  half  pail  eleven  o’clock 
by  our  fuperior  failing,  we  arrive 
within  gun -(hot  of  the  enemy  ;  bu 
as  they  appeared  to  clofe,  for  th 
mutual  fupport  of  each  other,  am 
the  Unicorn  being  fome  difianc 
aflern,  I  judged  it  prudent  . to  poll 
pone  our  attack  till  (he  was  fuffi 
ciently  advanced  to  occupy  the  at 
ten  tion  of  the  French  commodore 
At  this  time  the  enemy  commence* 
a  fire  from  their  ftern-chace  guns 
At  one  o’clock,  having  approache* 
them  within  three  quarters  of  ; 
mile,  we  fired  our  bow  gun's,  when 
ever  a  favourable  opportunity  pre 
fented  itfelf,  the  enemy  at  the  faun 
time  yawing  to  difeharge  thei 
broadfides.  At  two  o’clock,  th* 
Unicorn  being  on  our  weathe. 
beam,  we  made  fail,  keeping  up  ; 
running  fight  ull  a  quarter  pa  ft  You 
o’clock,  when  the  fternmoft  fhij 
finding  it  impoftible  to  efcape,  pu 
’  hrs  helm  a  port,  and  endeavoured  tc 
rake  .us ;  but  ;being  fortunately  baf¬ 
fled  in  this  effort,  afforded  us,  ar 
opportunity  of  placing  ourfelve: 
ahrcaft  of-  him  within  -piftol-fhot 
when  a  quick  and  well  directed  fin 
compelled  him  to  furrender  to  hi: 
majefty’s  fhip,  in  lei s  than  20  mi¬ 
nutes.  She  proved  to  be  the 
Thames,  commanded  by  citoyen 
Fraden,  mounting  36  guns,  and 
320  men.  The  fliip,  which  the 
Unicorn  Continued  in  chace  of,  is 
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La  Tribune  of  40  guns,  and  320 
men,  bearing  the  broad  pendant, 
citoyen  Mouitfon,  commander  of  a 
divifion  :  the  other,  which  made 
off  to  windward,  is  La  Legere,  of 
24  guns,  and  180  men.  I  am  glad 
to  obferve  that  our  lofs  is  very  dif- 
proportionate  to  the  enemy,  having 
only  two  feamen  killed,  and  the 
boatfwain,  and  two  feamen,  wound¬ 
ed  ;  and  her’s  32  killed,  and  19 
wounded,  and:  many  of  the  latter 
have  fince  died. 

It  is  with  extreme  pleafure  that 
I  feek  the  prefent  opportunity  of 
teftih  ing  my  gratitude  to  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  fhip’s  company,  for  their 
aHive  Zealand  heady  unanimity  at 
all  times  and  in  all  ktuations,  but 
more  particularly  in  the  capture  of 
the  Thames,  on  which  occafion 
their  courage  and  exemplary  con¬ 
duc'd:  is  worthy  the  greateft  praife. 
The  n  adinefs  of  Mr.  Harrifcn,  the 
firft  lieutenant,  and  his  prompt 
execution  of  my  orders,  did  effen- 
tially  facilitate  our  fuccefs.  It  is 
my  fincere  wifli  to  particularize 
each  individual,  but  where  general 
merit,  claims  the  greateft  approba¬ 
tion,  to  difcriminate  becomes  a 
difficult  talk.  In  addition  to  the 
officers  and  fbip’s  company,  may  I 
alfo  be  permitted  to  beg  you  will 
offer  to  the  confideration  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty  the  meritorious  conduhf  of 
captain  Jofeph  Bullen,  a  mailer  and 
commander  in  the  navy,  ferving  in 
the  Santa  Margaritta  as  a  volunteer, 
by  permifiion  from  lord  Spencer: 
bis  defire  to  have  fome  adtive  em¬ 
ployment  induced  me  to  beg  he 
would  affifl  in  the  management  of 
the  main  deck  guns,  as  I  well  knew 
that  his  long  fervices  and  approved 
courage  in  various  fituations  would  - 
be  a  proper  example  to  the  younger 
part  of  the  fliip’s  company.  I  am, 
dr,  &c. 

T.  B,  Martin. 

Vice-admiral  KingfmiU. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain 
William^,  of  his  Majefty’s  Ship 
Unicorn,  to  Vice  Admiral  Kingf- 
mill,  dated  Unicorn,  at  Sea,  June 
10. 


I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before 
you  a  narrative  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  'fquadron  under  my  com¬ 
mand,  fince  my  departure  from 
Cork,  on  the  19th  u It.  On  the 
foil  owing  day,  in  confequence  of 
my  having  received  intelligence  of 
the  enemy’s  privateers  being  on  the 
coaft,  to  the  northward  of  Cape 
Clear,  I  difpatched  his  majefty’s 
floop  Hazard,  with  orders  to  lieu t* 
Parker,  her  commander,  to  cruize 
between  the  Cape  and  the  mouth 
of  the  Shannon,  while  I,  for  the 
more  effectual  protection  of  our 
trade,  cruifed  with  the  Santa  Mar¬ 
garitta  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape 
Clear.  I  had  the  fatisfadlion  a  few 
days  afterwards  to  learn  that  the  Ha¬ 
zard  had  retaken  two  prizes,  and 
had  chafed  the  privateer  off  the 
coaft  that  captured  them,  after  a 
narrow  efcape  from  being  taken. 
On  the  3th  inft.  having  met  with 
other  fliips  of  the  Irifh  ftation,  I 
concluded  upon  making  a  circuit 
on  the  outer  limits  of  my  ftation, 
accompanied  by  the  Santa  Marga- 
ritta,  and  at  dawn  of  day  011  the  8th 
inftant,  Scillv  bearing  E  half  S  17 
leagues,  we  dilcovered  three  Blips 
of  war  on  our  lee  beams,  diftant 
two  or  three  miles,  to  which. we  im¬ 
mediately  gave  chace,  and  foon  af- 
ter  ward  perceived  them  to  edge 
away,  and  that  they  were  enemy’s 
Blips,  two  frigates  and  a  large  lliip 
corvette.  At  nine,  A.  M.  they 
formed  themfelves  in  a  clofe  bow 
and  quarter  line,  and  continued  to 
run  from  us  in  that  pofition,  the 
largeft  {hip  under  eafy  fail,  for  the 
fupport  of  his  fquadron.  I11  this 
fituation  we  approached  them  very 
(C  3)  faft, 
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fall,  and  muff  have  fpeedilv  brought 
them  to  action.  I  therefore  made 
the  lignal  to  form  for  battle,  th£ 
Margaritta  being  at  this  time  a- 
head  of  the  Unicorn,  and  at  the  fame 
time  directed  her  by  lignal  to  come 
within -hail,  to  learn  from  captain 
Martin  his  opinion  of  the  enemy’s 
force,  who  informed  me,  that  the 
large  11  {hip  was  a  38  gun  frigate, 
the  Thames,  and  a  corvette.  I 
ordered  capfain  Martin  to  attack 
the  Thames,  acquainting  him  with 
my  intention  to  fight  the  largell 
fiiip  with  the  Unicorn.  On  our 
nearer  approach,  the  corvette,  which 
detained  the  other  fhips,  gradually 
hauled  out  to  windward,  and  palled 
our  weather  beam  in  long  guri-fnot, 
fleering  afterward  the  fame  courfe 
as  the  other  fhips,  and  with  the  in¬ 
tention,  I  then  imagined,  to  be  in 
readinefs  to  give  fupport  to  either 
of  her  friends  eventually  moil  need¬ 
ing  it. 

At  one,  P-  M.  the  two  frigates 
hoifled  French  colours,  the  largell 
fhip  a  commodore’s  pendant,  and 
at  the  fame  moment  commenced  a 
quick  and  well-dire&ed  fire  on  us 
with  their  Hern  chaces.  The  cor¬ 
vette  at  this  time  hauled  more  up, 
and  to  our  great  allonilhment, 

'  brought  to,  to  board  a  Hoop  palling 
us  oh  the  contrary  tack.  As  the 
commodore  continued  to  wait  for 
the  Thames,  we  thereby  approach¬ 
ed  them  both,  but  were  considera¬ 
bly  retarded  by  the  effects  of  their 
ill  op.  At  four,  P.  M.  the  Thames 
being  the  fternmolt  fhip, bore  round 
up  to  avoid  the  fire  from  the  Uni¬ 
corn,  and  to  pour  a  broadlide  into  the 
Santa  Margarita’s  bow,  when  I  had 
the  pleafure  to  fee  captain  Martin 
manoeuvre  his  fhip  with  the  greatell 
judgment,  and  with  the  utmoll  gal¬ 
lantry  he  laid  himfelf  clofe  alone- 
fide  his  opponent.  The  fuperior 
^nd  w  ell- dire  fled  fire  from  the 
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Santa  Margaritta.  marked  the  difci- 
piine  of  his  fhip,  and  foon  put  the 
Thames  into  his  pofieffion.  The 
commodore,  on  feeing  his  compa¬ 
nion  fall,  made  all  fail,  and  by  a 
bidden  and- judicious,  though  un- 
fuccefsful  manoeuvre,  endeavoured 
to  gain  the  wind  of  the  Unicorn, 
We  were  at  this  time  chafing  him 
toward  the  entrance  of  the  Irilh 
channel,  and  foon  after  palled  clofe 
to  the  Tulker  rock.  The  parity  oi 
failing  in  the  two  fiiips,  aided  by 
the  judgment  of  the  enemy’s  com¬ 
mander,  kept  us  at  running  fight 
for  ten  hours:  during  which  pe¬ 
riod  we  were  much  annoyed  in  oui 
fails  and  rigging,  and  were  for  fome 
time  unluckily  deprived  of  the  ufi 
of  our  main  top-fail;  but  on  it; 
falling  lefs  wind  after  d*rk,  we  wer< 
enabled  to  ufe  our  fupernumerarj 
fails,  royal fleering  fails,  &c.  which 
by  flow  degrees,  brought  us  fo  neai 
his  weather-quarter  as  to  take  th< 
wind  from  his  fails;  when,  at  hal 
pall  ten  at  night, after  having  purfuet 
2(0  miles,  we  fliot  up  alongfide  o 
our  antagonift,  gave  him  threi 
cheers,  and  commenced  clofe  ac 
tion,  which  had  continued  in  tha 
polition  with  great  impetuofity  oi 
both  tides  for  thirty-five  minutes 
when,  on  clearing  up  of  thefmoke 
I  obferved  that  the  enemy  ha< 
dropt  on  our  quarter,  was  clo{ 
hauled,  attempting,  by  a  maflerl 
manoeuvre,  to  crofs  our  flern,  ani 
gain  the  wind.  This  was  happil 
prevented  by  our  inflantly  throw 
ing  all  aback,  and  giving  his  fhi 
ftrong  fternway,  by  which  we  paffe 
his  bow,  regained  our  fituation,  an 
renewed  the  attack.  The  effedi 
of  the  fire  foon  put  an  end  to  a 
manoeuvre,  for  the  enemy’s  fhi 
was  completely  difmantled,  her  fii 
ceafed,  and  all.  further  refiftance  af 
pearing  to  be  ineffedlual,  they  egl 
ed  to  us  they  had  fqrreiidered.  Th 
'  "•  i  ’  fiii 
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fhip  proves  to  be  La  Tribune,  com¬ 
manded  by  commodore  John  Moul- 
flon,  mounting  44  guns,  though 
pierced  for  48.;  011  the  main  deck  26 
twelves, on  the  quarter  deck  and  fore- 
caftle  1 6  long  fixes,  and  421b.  carron- 
ades;  had  on  board  »t  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  aiAion  337  men,  37  of 
whom  are  killed,  13  badly,  and  two 
llightly  wounded.  The  fhip  is  quite 
new,  launched  fince  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  war,  fails  extremely 
faff,  is  of  large  dimenfions,  being 
on  the  gun  deck  two  feet  broader, 
and  13  feet  longer  than  the  Uni¬ 
corn.  Commodore  Moulflon,  who 
I  am  forry  to  add  is  among  the 
wounded,  is  by  birth  an  American, 
but  has  ferved  fix  teen  years  in  the 
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French  navy,  and  during  the  pre- 
fent  war' has  always  had  the  com¬ 
mand  of  a  divifion.  The  fquadron 
late  under  his  orders,  confi fling  of 
La  Tribune,  La  Proferpine,  the 
Thames,  and  La  Legere,  of  24 
nine-pounders,  had  left  Breft  two 
days  only,  had  taken  nothing.  La 
Proferpine  feparated  the  preceding 
evening  in  a  fog.  I  will  not  attempt 
to  find  words  to  convey  to  you,  fir, 
the  fenfe  I  feel  of  the  conduct  of 
the  officers  and  fiiip’s  company  un¬ 
der  my  command,  for  if  it  waspof- 
fible  for  me  to  fay  any  thing  that 
could  add  to  the  glory  of  Britifli  fea- 
men,  I  have  ample  field  for  fo  doing 
in  the  fituation  I  held  this  day.  In¬ 
deed  nothing  lefs  than  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  the  moft  gallant  fupport 
from  them,  and  the  high  opinion  I 
entertain  of  the  Santa  Margaritta 
our  fecond,  could  induce  me  to 
rilk  an  a£tion  with  a  force  appa¬ 
rently  fo  much  our  fuperior;  and 
while  I  congratulate  myfelf  upon 
the  happy  effects  of  their  valour  in 
the  capture  of  two  of  the  enemy’s 
frigates,  that  have  done  fo  much 
mifchief  to  our  commerce  during 
the  war,  and  on  their  prefent  cruife 
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were  likely  to  do  fo  much  more, 
you  may  eafily  conceive  what  my 
feelings  are,  when  I  inform  you, 
fir,  this  fervic'e  is  obtained  without 
the  tafs  of  one  of  the  brave  men  in 
the  fhip  under  my  command.  My 
happinefs  will  be  complete,  if  I 
find  the  Santa  Margaritta  has  been 
equally  fortunate. 

In  juftice  to  the  officers  of  thei 
Unicorn,  I  muff  h^g  of  you  to  re¬ 
commend  to  the  notice  of  my  lords 
eommiflioners  of  the  admiralty, 
my  firft  and  fecond  lieutenants, 
Meflrs.  Palmer  and  Taylor,  Mr. 
Quayle,  the  mafter,  and  lieutenant 
Hart,  of  the  marines.  I  had  great 
reafon  to  regret  the  abfence  of  Mr. 
Carpenter,  the  third  lieutenant,  of 
two  mates,  and  forne  of  my  befi: 
feamen,  who  were  the  evening  be¬ 
fore  put  on  board  a  valuable  fhip 
from  Surinam  ;  but  the  able  affift- 
ance  I  fhould  have  derived  from 
lieutenant  Carpenter,  I  was  made 
to  feel  the  lefs  by  the  exertion  of 
Mr.  Collier,  the  purler,  who  volun¬ 
tarily  offered  and  undertook  to  flip- 
ply  his  place  to  the  beft  of  his  abi¬ 
lities,  and  whofe  name  I  beg  you  to 
include  in  your  recommendations 
to  their  lordfliips.  We  are  now 
ufing  our  utmoft  exertions  to  put 
the  Unicorn,  and  her  {battered 
prize*  in  a  condition  to  proceed  to 
Cork.  I  am,  5tc. 

Thomas  Williams. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Ame¬ 
lins  Beauclerk,  Captain  of  his 
Majefly’s  Ship  Dryad,  Plymouth. 
Sound,  June  16,  to  Mr.  Ne? 
pean. 

SIR, 

Pleafe  to  inform  their  lordfliips, 
that,  on  the  13th  inftant,  at  one, 
A.  M.  Cape  Clear  bearing  weft  by- 
north,  dift.  12  leag.  we  difcovered 
a  fail  ftanding  toward  us  from  the 
fouthward,  but  on  nearing  us  haul¬ 
ed  her  wind  and  tacked,  I  imme- 
(C  4)  diately 
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diately  chafed,  and  came  alongfide 
of  her  at  nine,  P.  M.  when,  alter  a 
clofe  adtion  of  45  minutes,  file 
{truck ;  proves  to  be  the  national 
frigate  La  Proferpine,  mounting  26 
eighteen  pounders,  12  nines,  and 
and  four  thirty-two  pound  carron- 
ades,  with  348  men,  commanded 
by  citizen  Pevrieu ;  failed  from 
Breft  the  6th  inftant,.  in  company 
with  La  Tribune,  Thames,  and  La 
Legere  corvette  ;  had  not  taken  any 
thing.  I  feel  myfelf  much  indebt¬ 
ed  to  the  officers  and  men  under 
nsy  command  for  their  heady  and 
fpirited  exertions  during  the  adlion. 
I  particularly  recommend  the  fenior 
officer,  lieutenant  King,  as  truly  de- 
ferving  their  lordfhips*  notice.  It 
is  with  pleafure  I  add,  that  our 
killed  confided  only  of  two,  and 
feven  wounded;  La  Proferpine,  30 
killed,  and  43  wounded, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &rc. 

A.  Beauclerfc. 

22.  Yefterday,  at  the  feffions  held 
at  Clerkenwell  Green,  Jofeph  Stan- 
nart,  fhoejnaker,  was  tried  upon  an 
indidhnent  charging  him  with  be¬ 
ing  a  feditious  perfon,  devifing  and 
intending  to  ftir  up  the 'minds  of 
the  people  to  withdraw7  their  allegi¬ 
ance  from  his  majefty,  by  having 
feditioufly  fpoken  and  published 
the  following  words — u  I  wifli  for 
no  king — a  king  is  a  ufelefs  thing 
—  I  wjfti  the  king  may  come  to  the 
gallows — the  firft  king  was  a  curie 
to  this  country.” 

The  jury  withdrew  for  a  fnort 
time,  and  returned  with  a  verdict, 
guilty. — He  was  fentenced  to  he 
imprifoned  fix  calendar  months  in 
plerkenwell-bridewell. 

23.  Yefterday,  intelligence  was 
received  of  the  capture  of  the  Tri¬ 
ton  Eaft  Indiaman,  off  Ganjam,  on 

the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  on  the 
'  *  $ 
3,9th  of  January  laft. 

By  the  American  fliip  Sanfom^ 
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capt.  Smith,  arrived  on  Tuefday 
morning,  which  left  Bengal  the  2d 
of  February,  we  have  received  the 
following  particulars:  the  Tnton 
was  taken  in  the  Belafore  Roads  by 
a  party  of  Frenchmen  in  a  fchoon- 
er,  which  had  been  captijred  a  few 
days  before  by  the  Modefte  French 
privateer.  The  whole  number  did 
not  exceed  25,  who,  it  was  proved, 
had  broken  their  parole,  efcaped 
from  Calcutta  in  a  dingey,  and  con¬ 
trived  to  get  pofleffion  of  the  Pilot 
fchooner,  under  which  defcription 
they  w7ere  permitted  to  come  along¬ 
fide  the  Triton.  The  moment  they 
had  boarded  her,  they  killed  every 
perfon  who  had  the  misfortune  to 
be  upon  deck  ;  thofe  who  unfortu¬ 
nately  fell  victims  to  the*treacherv 
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of  thefe  favages  were  :  capt.  Philip 
Burnyeate,  the  commander,  a  very 
meritorious  officer;  lieut.  William 
Pickett,  of  the  infantry  (the  only 
fon  of  the  worthy  alderman),  who 
was -bound  to  Bengal;  a  mid  Ill  ip- 
man,  a  quarterns  after,  and  a  feaman. 
It  was  reported,  that  Mr.  Gribble, 
the  fecond  mate,  had  alfo  been 
killed  ;  but  a  gazette,  publiilied  at 
Ganjam,  did  not  mention  his  name. 
They  then  fired  at  the  crew  down 
the  hatchways,  and  wounded  fix, 
who  were  at  dinner;  the  reft  called 
for  quarter, ^and  obtained  it.  The 
remaining  pafiengers,  officers,  and 
crew,  were  put  on  board  the  Diana, 
another  prize,  off  Ganjam.  It  had 
been  reported,  that  Mr.  Bell,  the 
chief  mate,  hkd  been  taken  to  the 
Ifle  of  France.  A  Mr.  Fairlie  is 
faid  to  have  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Philip  Jackfon,  the  purfer  of 
the  Triton. 

The  following  is  a  corredf  lift  of 
the  perfons  who  were  pafiengers  for 
Bengal,  and  of  the  officers  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  T riton  : 

James  Hodgfon  and  William 
Pickett,  lieutenants  of  infantry; 

RichvU'4 
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Richard  Fleming,  proceeding  to 
pradtife  as  an  attorney  in  the  may¬ 
or’s  court;  Charles  Marfac,  a  na¬ 
tive;  Walter  Stirling  Glafs,  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  fuperintend  an  indigo 
manufactory  belonging  to  his  fa¬ 
ther;  Mrs.  Wade  and  Mifs  Eliza¬ 
beth  Carruthers;  captain  Philip 
Burnyeate,  commander;  Mr.  E.  J. 
Bell,  firft  mate;  Charles  Bifley 
Gribble,  fecond ;  Richard  Davis, 
third;  John  Martin,  furgeon;  Phi¬ 
lip  Jackfon,  purfer. 

The  invoice  goods  of  the  Triton, 
for  Madras,  amounted  to  about 
ifpoool.  which  had  been  fafely 
landed.  Thofe  for  Bengal  and 
Bencoolen  were  comparatively  tri¬ 
fling. 

The  French  behaved  with  great 
politenefs  to  Mrs  Wade  and  Mifs 
Carruthers:  the  officers  and  paffen- 
gers  were  allowed  to  bring  on  board 
the  Diana  as  much  as  thev  could 

j 

carry  in  bags  or  bundles,  of  their 
wearing  apparel,  but  no  bureau  or 
trunks.  The  officers,  crew,  and 
paffiengers,  are  got  on  fhore,  and 
likewile  fix  wounded  men. 

The  Diana,  Tapfen,  commander,- 
has  been  taken  up  to  carry  them 
to  Bengal,  as  foon  as  they  are  re¬ 
fitted. 

27.  The  following  dreadful  cir- 
cumflance  occurred  on  Saturday 
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morning  about  nine  o’clock,  in 
Houghton  flreet,  Clare  Market. 
Two  old  houfes,  occupied  by  lodg¬ 
ers,  fell  in  one  minute  into  the 
llreet,  and  17  perfons,  who  were  in 
them  at  the  time,  out  of  twenty 
or  thirty,  whowefided  there,  were 
buried  in  the  ruins.  Of  thefe,  13 
had  been  taken  out  before  noon; 
one  of  them  a  man  about  60,  nearly 
crufhed  to  atoms.  The  only*  fymp- 
tom  immediately  preceding  their 
fall  was,  that  foine  of  the  window 
frames  flew  into  the  llreet ;  the  two 
fcoufes  were  then  feen  to  part,  and 


in  a  very  few  minutes  afterward 
both  fell  fo  entirely,  that  only  a 
few  feet  of  the  wall  of  each  are  re¬ 
maining  above  the  pavement. 

-JUL  Y. 

I  i  '■ 

i.  Mary  Nott  was  tried,  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  for  the  wilful  murder 
of  the  count  de  Greffiere  de  Lava], 
a  French  emigrant. 

It  appeared  in  evidence,  that  (he 
had  the  care  of  a  houfe,  which  was 
let  out  in  lodgings,  in  Monmouth- 
court,  Whitcomb. flreet,  the  front 
room  in  the  firfl  floor  of  which  was 
occupied  by  the  count.  The  iodger 
in  the  room  adjoining,,  not  hearing 
the  count  as  ufual,  had,  for  feveral 
mornings, enquired afterhim;  when 
the  prifoner  laid,  fhe  fuppofed  he 
was  gone  into  the  country  with  a 
French  man  and  woman  who  ufed 
to  call  on  him,  but  had  not  been 
there  fince  his  abfence,  for  fhe  had 
not  feen  him  ;  that  the  key  was  not 
in  his  door,  and,  upon  looking 
through  the  key-hole,  file  obferved 
the  room  was  juft  as  file  had  left  it. 
To  another  witnefs,  who  had  called 
on  the  2nd  of  June,  to  fee  the 
count,  flie  faid,  that  he  had  gone 
out  very  early  that  morning,  and 
that  flie  did  not  expedt  him  home 
until  it  was  late.  Some  doubts, 
however,  ariiing  from  his  abfence, 
a  ladder  was  procured,  perfectly 
with  the  confent  of  the  prifoner, 
to  look  into  the  room  of  the  de- 
ceafed ;  and,  upon  the  perfon’s 
calling  out  that  there  was  a  man 
upon  the  bed,  fhe  cried  out,  that 
flie  would  not  have  remained  there 
laft  night  if  flie  had  known  there 
was  a  man  dead  in  the  houfe;  and 
upon  which  fhe  alarmed  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  A  fmith  was  Tent  for, 
and  the  door  forced  open  :  the  de- 
ceafed  was  found  lying  on  the  bed 
with  all  his  clothes  011  but  his  coat; 

he 
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be  was  wrapped  up  in  the  bed¬ 
clothes,  and  pillows  covered  his 
head  :  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
blood  in  the  room,  a  wound  was 
obferved  in  the  neck,  and  the  body 
was  nearly  in  a  Rate  of  putrefadlion. 
A  woman,  who  lived  in  an  oppo¬ 
site  houfe,  and  who  had  obferved 
the  prifoner  (hut  one  of  the  win¬ 
dows,  which  prevented  her  feeing 
into  the  prifoner’s  room,  on  the 
day  the  murder  was  fuppofed  to 
have  been  committed,  went  up  with 
her  at  the  time  the  door  was  open¬ 
ed,  and.  obferving  his  right-hand 
pocket  was  turned  out,  faid,  he  had 
been  robbed  ;  to  which  the  prifoner 
inftantly  replied,  44  he  did  it  him- 
felf upon  this  witnefs  making  a 
fimilar  remark  that  he  mull;  have 
been  murdered,  die  again  faid,  44  he 
did  it  himfelf and  upon  her  no¬ 
ticing  a  walh-hand  hafon  with 
fome  water  in  it  tinged  with  blood, 
as  if  fome  perfon  had  rinfed  their 
hands  therein,  the  prifoner  faid, 
“  it  is  not  ftrange,  not  ftrange  at  all ; 
what  do  you  come  here  to  raife  fu- 
fpicions  for?1’  -  Another  neighbour 
had  heard  a  fcream.  about  two 
o’clock  on  that  day,  but  could  not 

fav  whence  it  came.  The  deceafed 
¥ 

was  feen  coming  toward  heme  be¬ 
tween  twelve  and  one  o’clock,  and 
as  the  lodger  in  the  next  room  went 
home  as  early,  as  five,  the  fuppofi- 
tion  was,  that  the  murder  had  been 
committed  in  that  time.  The  fur- 
geon  who  examined  the  body  fwore 
pofitively  there  was  no  wound  in, 
the  fide  of  the  deceafed,  but  that  the 
raifed  fkin,  fuppofed  to  be  fuch, 
was  from  the  putrefaction ;  nor 
would  he  undertake  to  fay  what 
was  the  caufeof  his  death,  although 
a t confiderable.  quantity  of  blood 
might  have  ifiiied  from  the  wound 
in  his  neck. 

Befide  this  teftimony,  which  in¬ 
cluded  all  that  related  to  the  pri- 
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foner,  it  appeared  that  the  deceaf- 
ed’s  portmanteau  had  been  cut ; 
that  there  was  a  knife  upon  the  ta¬ 
ble,  which  was  by  no  means  bloody ; 
that  in  his  left  hand  pocket  he  h’acl 
a  knife  and  a  key,  the  latter  of  which 
opened  a  drawer,  wherein  were  fe- 
veral  pieces  of  French  coin  and 
three  guineas;  that  the  deceafed  had 
been  pofiefied  of  a  very  confiderable 
property  in  France,  and  upon  emi¬ 
grating  to  this  country,  an  agent  in 
the  city  had  allowed  him  twenty 
pounds  per  month  :  but  affairs  tak¬ 
ing  fuch  a  turn  there,  that  pittance 
had  been  ftepped  ,  and  he  was  To  re¬ 
duced,  that  a  friend  had  forced  upon 
him  the  loan  of  four  guineas;  he 
ha  v  in  g  no  o  th  er  cl  ot  hes  than  t  hofe  on 
his  back.  The  piifoner  denied  the 
charge  generally,  and  called  three 
perfons.  to  her  character,  one  of 
whom  faid  the  was  of  fo  humane  a 
difpolition,  that  if  a  worm  lay  in  her 
way,  fhe  would  turn  afide  rather 
than  do  it  an  injury.  The  jury 
went  out  of  court  about  half  an 
hour,  and  then  returned  a  verdidf 
of  guilty.  She  is  aged  63. 

Richard  Ludrnan,  Ann  Rhodes, 
Eleanor  Hughes,  and  Mary  Baker, 
were  likewife  indidfed  for  the  mur¬ 
der  of  George  Hebner.  This  mur¬ 
der  was  committed  in  King-ftreet, 
Eaft  Smithfield,  in  one  of  thole  ob- 
feure  receptacles  of  debauchery 
with  which  this  metropolis  abounds. 
The  body  of  the  deceafed  was 
found  on  the  morning  of  Sunday, 
the  22d  of  May,  fufpended  by  the 
neck  from  a  bVd-pofl,  in  a  room 
on  the  fecond  floor,  with  his  hand§ 
tied  behind  his  back.  This  unfor* 
nate  man  was  a  tailor,  and  had,  it 
feemed,  been  in  very  diftrefied  cir- 
cumftances,  which  produced  a  pro- 
penfity  to  intoxication:  when  much 
in  liquor,  his  wife  faid,  hedleptfo 
found,  that  it  was  almoft  impofiibie 
to  wake  him.  ft  was  proved  that 
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the  four  prifoners  were  in  the  houfe 
(which  belonged  to  EleanorHughes) 
on  the  evening  of  Saturday  the  21ft, 
and  next  morning.  They  were 
feen,  and  fome  of  their  converfa- 
tions  heard,  by  two  women  who 
lived  in  an  adjoining  houfe:  this 
houfe  was  feparated  from  that  in 
which  the  deceafed  was  found  by 
only  a  lath  partition,  perforated  in 
feveral  places,  and  the  holes  and 
crevices  affording  a  diftincf  view 
of  almofFall  the  apartments  of  the 
latter. 

The  manner  in  which  the  hands 
of  the  deceafed  were  bound  with  a 
piece  of  a  tape  was  defcribed  in  the 
court.  The  knot  that  had  been 
ufed  was  whatfeamen  call  a  timber 
hitch,  and  it  was  obvioufly  fuch  as 
could  not  have  been  done  by  him- 
felf.  There  was  no  diredt  and  po- 
fitive  proof  of  the  guilt  of  the  pri¬ 
foners  ;  but  there  was  a  chain  of 
moftfufpiciousGircumftances  point¬ 
ing  ffrongly  again  ft  Ludman  and 
Hughes.  The  lord  chief  baron 
fummed  up  the  evidence  with  great 
precifion,  candour,  and  humanity. 
It  was  on  the  expreffions  ufed  by 
the  prifoners  that  the  proof  chiefly 
refted,  and  his  lordfhip  nicely  dif- 
criminated  between  thofe  which 
feemed  to  arife  from  furprife,  on 
thedifcovery  of  the  lituation  of  the 
deceafed,  and  thofe  which  could  be 
fuppofed  to  proceed  only  from  a 
knowledge  of  the  murder.  The 
jury  retired  about  an  hour,  and  re¬ 
turned  with  a  verdicff,  finding  Ri¬ 
chard  Ludman  and  Eleanor  Hughes 
guilty. — Ann  Rhodes  and  Mary 
Baker  not  guilty 

Eleanor  Hughes  pleaded  preg¬ 
nancy,  to  ftay  the  execution  of  her 
lentence.  On  which  a  jury  of  ma¬ 
trons  was  collected  and  fworn,  to 
pxamine  her,  and  report  their  opi¬ 
nion  to  the  court.  They  retired 
with  the  prifonei  about  half  an 


hour,  and  at  their  return  declared 
her  to  be  “  with  child,  but  not 
quick  with  child.” 

Admiralty -Office,  July  2. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Vice  Ad¬ 
miral  Onflow,  commanding  his 
Majefty's  Ships  and  Veffels,  at 
Plymouth,  to  Mr.  Nepean,  dated 
June  30. 

Herewith  I  have  the  pleafure  to 
inclofe  a  letter  from  captain  Tom- 
linfon,  of  his  majefty's  floop  La 
Suftifante,  containing  particulars  of 
his  fuccefs  in  capturing  the  Morgan 
French  privateer,  and  recapturing 
the  fix  Englifh  merchant  ftiips 
named  in  the  inclofed  lift,  that  had 
been  taken  by  her,  and  which  you 
will  be  pleafed  to  lay  before  my 
lords  commiftioners  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty. 

So  complete  a  piece  of  fervice, 
performed  by  a  veffel  of  fuch  fmtftl 
force  as  the  Suffifante,  I  am  per- 
fuaded  their  l^rdfhips  will  admit, 
reflects  great  credit  on  captain 
Tomlinfon,  his  officers,  and  men. 

La  Suffifante ,  Plymouth ,  June  30. 

SIR, 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that 
his  majefty’s  floop  La  Suffifante, 
under  my  command,  has  retaken 
two  Englifh  merchant  ftiips,  on 
the  27th  inftant,  near  the  Ifte  de 
Bas  (from  Oporto,  laden  with 
wine).  I  gained  intelligence  from 
the  prifoners  that  the  French  pri¬ 
vateer  which  they  belonged  to  car¬ 
ried  16  guns,  and  10  fwivcls ;  and 
that  on  the  preceding  day  fl;e  was 
to  the  northward  of  Scilly,  in  chafe 
of  feveral  Englifh  veffels;  I  there¬ 
fore  immediately  difpatched  the 
prizes,  with  orders  to  go  to  Ply¬ 
mouth,  and  flood  in  for  the  French 
coaft,  between  Ufhant  and  the  Me 
de  Bas,  in  hopes  of  meeting  her  on 
her  return,  or  any  other  prizes  that 
flie  flionld  fend  into  Morlaix  or 
BrefL 


On 
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On  the  following  morning  I  had 
the  good  fortune  to  difeover  the  a- 
bovu-mentioned  privateer  and  four 
loaded  merchant  lliips  (her  prizes) 
Banding  toward  us ;  and,  as  I 
fetched  within  gim-fhot  of  the  pri¬ 
vateer,  we  gave  her  feveral  broad- 
fidesas  we  pafted on  oppofite  tacks; 
and,  on  our  putting  about  to  follow 
him,  he  made  the  fignal  for  his 
.  prizes  to  difperfe.  They  were  then 
about  feven  miles  from  us  to  the 

nw; 

At  one,  P.  M.  we  fetched  very 
near  her  lee-quarter,  and  opened  a 
well-diretfted  fire  of  mufketry  upon 
them  from  forward,  which  obliged 
them  to  ftrike  before  we  could  get 
alongfide  to  bring  our  great  guns 
to  bear  upon  her. 

As  the  great  eft  difpatch  was  ne- 
ceffary,  to  enable  us  to  overtake  the 
prizes,  which  were  endeavouring  to 
efcape  by  fteering  on  different  di¬ 
rections,  I  ordered  lieutenant  Pick- 
ford  to  take  the  command  of  the 
privateer,  to  fend  the  French  cap¬ 
tain  and  officers  on  board  the  Suffi- 
fante  immediately,  and  then  to 
make  fail  and  affift  me  in  taking 
the  merchant  Blips;  which  fervice 
was  performed  very  much  to  my 
iatisfadfion,  he  having  taken  two  of 
them,  one  of  which  I  had  not  the 
Jeaft  hopes  of  his  being  able  to  come 
up  with,  as  ftm  was  very  far  to  the 
windward. 

_  To  the  fpirited  and  aeftive  beha¬ 
viour  of  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Suffifante,  I  eonfider  myfeif  in 
a  great  meafure  indebted  ior  our 
fuccefs,  which  is  as  complete  as  I 
could  with  it  to  be;  for,  exclufive 
of  the  privateer,  which  is  a  fine  cop¬ 
per-bottomed  brig,  capable  of  do¬ 
ing  much  mifehief,  we  have  iik.e- 
wife  retaken  fix  valuable  Englifti 
merchant  Blips,  which  arc  alAhat 
fhe  had*  captured. 

Inclofed  I  have  the  honour  to 
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tranfmit  you  a  lift  of  the  prizes  and 
their  cargoes;  and  am,  fir,  &c. 

Nicholas  Tomlinson. 
The  veftels  re- captured  as  above, 
are  from  i  io  to  200  tons,  and  are 
laden  altogether  with  above  1500 
pipes  of  wine,  250  chefts  of  tea, 
befide  cotton,  lemons,  vinegar,  por¬ 
ter,  with  free],  and  other  dry¬ 
goods. 

Admiralty  Office,  July  5. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Vice  Admi¬ 
ral  Kingfmilf,  Commander  in 
Chief  oi  his  Majefty’s  Ships  and 
Veftels  on  the  Coaft  of  Ireland, 
to  Mr.  Nepean,  dated  L’Engage- 
ante,  Cork  Harbour,  June  29. 

I  have  the  fatisfaCVion  of  ac¬ 
quainting  you,  for  the  information 
of  my  lords  commiffioners  of  the 
admiralty,  that  the  whole  of  the 
fquadron  which  had  failed  from 
Breft  under  the  orders  of  commo¬ 
dore  Moulfton,  is  in  our  pofteftion  ; 
La  Legdre,  a  fine  coppered  ftiip 
corvette,  of  22  guns,  being  now- 
brought  in  here  by  his  majeftv's 
ftnps  Apollo  and  Doris ;  further 
particulars  of  which  are  contained 
in  the  accompanying  letter  to  me 
from  captain  Manley.  Separated 
as  thofe  French  (hips  were,  the  cap¬ 
turing  of  them  all  is  a  rare  inftance 
of  luccefs,  and  a  proof  of  the ‘acti¬ 
vity  of  his  majefty’s  cruizers  on 
this  ftation.  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  &c. 

R.  Kingsmill. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain 
Manley,  of  his  Majefty’s  Ship 
ApolJo,  to  Vice  Admiral  Kingf- 
mdl,  dated  Cork  Harbour,  June 
29. 

Agreeably  to  your  order  of  the 
zi  ft  ult.  I  cruifed  in  his  majefty’s 
Blip  under  my  command,  accom** 
panied  by  his  majefty’s  Blip  Doris, 
until  the  2.2ft  inft.  and  at  nine 
o’clock  in  the  morning  of  that  day, 
in  lat,  48  deg.  30  min.  north,  and 

long* 
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long,  8  deg.  28  min.  weft,  difco- 
vered  the  French  national  cor¬ 
vette,  La  Legere,  very  clofe  to  us 
to  windward.  We  immediately 
gave  chace,  with  the  wind  at 
WN’W,  blowing  a  double-reefed 
.  topfail  gale  ;  but,  from  her  being  a 
very  faft  failer,  did  not  arrive  with¬ 
in  gun -(hot  until  feven  o’clock  in 
the  evening,  at  which  time  the  two 
fliips  were  a  like  diftance  from  her; 
and,  after  exchanging  a  few  fliot, 
we  had  the  fatisfadfion  to  fee  her 
ftrike  her  colours. 

She  is  copper-fa  ftened  and  cop¬ 
per-bottomed,  and  a  remarkably 
fine  ihip,  poffeffing  every  good  qua¬ 
lity  fora  man  of  war.  She  is  com¬ 
manded  by  monf.  Carpentier,  has 
168  men  on  board,  and  is  pierced 
for  22  guns,  nine-pounders. 

She  failed  from  Breft  on  the  4th 
inft.  in  company  with  three  fri¬ 
gates,  and  has  taken  fix  prizes.  I 
am  very  much  pleafed  to  find  that 
the  whole  divifion  are  taken  by  the 
fquadron  under  your  command. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  & c. 

J.  Manley. 

Admiralty  Office,  July  16. 
Extradf  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  John 
Jervis,  K.  B.  Admiral  of  the  Blue, 
and  Commander  in  Chief  of  his 
Majefty’s  Ships  and  Veffels  in  the 
Mediterranean,  to  Mr.  Nepean, 
dated  Victory,  off  Toulon,  June 
10. 

1  acquaint  you,  for  the.  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  lords  commiffioners  of 
the  admiralty,  that  laft  evening, 
having  obferved  a  French  cruder 
working  up  to  Hieres  Bay,  within 
the  iffands,  I  called  captain  Macna- 
mara,  of  his  majefty’s  fliip  South¬ 
ampton,  on  board  the  Victory, 
pointed  the  {hip  out,  and  diredfed 
him  to  make  a  dafh  at  her,  through 
the  Grand  Pafs,  which  he  perform  - 
.ed  with  admirable  fpirit  and  ala¬ 
crity  ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  refer  their 
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lord  (hips  to  his  ftatement  inclofed, 
for  the  detail  of  this  gallant  aclion. 

Southampton ,  off  Toulon,  June  j  o, 
SIR, 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  I  re¬ 
ceived  from  you  on  the  Victory’s 
quarter  deck  laft  evening,  I  pufhed. 
through  the  Grand  Pafs,  hauled  up 
under  the  batteries  cn  the  north- 
eaft  end  of  Pofquerolle,  with  an 
eafy  tail,  in  hopes  I  fhouid  be 
taken  for  a  French  or  neutral  fri¬ 
gate,  which  I  have  great  reafon  to 
believe  fucceeded,  for  I  got  within 
piftol  fnot  of  tiie  enemy’s  fhip  be¬ 
fore  I  was  difeovered,  and  caution -N 
ed  the  captain  through  a  trumpet 
not  to  make  a  fruitlefs  refiftance, 
when  he  immediately  Flapped  his 
piftol  at  me,  and  fired  his  broad - 
fide.  At  this  period,  being  very 
near  the  heavy  battery  of  Fort  Bre- 
ganfon,  I  laid  him  inftantly  oxi 
board,  and  lieutenant  Lydiard,  at 
the  head  of  the  boarders,  with  an 
intrepidity  no  words  can  deferibe, 
entered  and  carried  her  in  about 
ten  minutes,  although  he  met  with 
a  fpirited  refiftance  from  the  captain 
(who  fell)  and  a  hundred  men  un¬ 
der  arms  to  receive  him.  In  this 
fhort  conflict  the  behaviour  of  ail 
the  officers  and  fhlp’s  company  of 
the  Southampton  had  my  full" ap¬ 
probation,  and  I  do  not  mean  to 
take  from  their  merit  by  ftatinp  to 
you  that  the  condudl  of  lieutenant 
Lydiard  was  above  all  praife.  Af¬ 
ter  ladling  the  two  fliips  together, 

I  found  fome  difficulty  in  getting 
from  under  the  battery,  which  kept 
up  a  very  heavy  fire,  and  was  not 
able  to  return  through  the  Grand 
Pafs  before  half  pail;  one  o’clock 
this  morning,  with  the  L’UtilitS 
corvette  of  24  guns,  French  fix 
pounders,  commanded  by  citizen 
Francois  Veza,  and  1  36  men,  feve- 
ral  ot  whom  efcaped  on  fhore  in 
the  launch.  I  am  happy  to  inform 
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you  that  I  only  loft  one  man,  Wil¬ 
liam  Oirton,  marine,  who  was  kill¬ 
ed  by  a  piftolfhot  near  me  on  the 
quarter  deck.  From  the  belt  in¬ 
fo  r  mation  I  can  obtain,  the  enemy 
had  killed  and  wounded  25. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

J.  Macnamar a. 

3.  This  day  came  on  in  the  court 
of  king’s  bench,  an  aftion  brought 
by  the  proprietors  of  the  Telegraph 
againft  the  proprietors  of  the  Morn¬ 
ing  Poft.  The  aftion  was  founded 
on  the  remarkable  forgery  of  the 
L’EcIair  (a  French  newfpap|er)  of 
the  10th  of  February  lafi,  contain¬ 
ing  the  pretended  articles  of  a  new 
armiftice,  and  the  preliminaries  of 
a  treaty  of  peace  between  the  em¬ 
peror  of  Germany  and  the  French 
republic. — The  declaration  ftated, 
that  the  forgery  was  made  by  the 
proprietors  of  the  Morning  Poft, 
who  had  confpired  to  fend  it  to  the 
Telegraph,  to  difcredit  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  that  paper. 

The  fa being-  proved  in  evi- 
den  ce,  the  jury,  after  a  few  minutes 
confutation,  found  a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiffs — damages  100  1. 

Lord  Kenyon  gave  to  the  profe- 
cutors  much  credit  for  the  prefent 
aftion,  and  de fired  it  to  be  under- 
ftood  as  his  opinion,  that  a  criminal 
profecution  would  lie  againft  the 
perfons  concerned  in  the  forgery. 

4.  An  aftion  was  brought  by  Mr. 
Goldfmidt  againft  Mr.  Dickinfon, 
for  falfely  charging  the  plaintiff" 
with  having  promifed  to  defray  the 
expences  of  printing  the  forged 
L’EcIair  mentioned  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  article,  with  a  malicious  inten¬ 
tion  to  injure  the  plaintiff  in  his  re¬ 
putation,  and  to  effeft  his  ruin.  He 
laid  his  damages  at  20,oool.  and 
evidence  on  both  fides  being  heard, 
the  jury  brought  in  a  verdift  for  the 
plaintiff — damages  i,£ooI. 

5.  On  Friday,  came  on  to  be  1 
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tried  before  lord  Kenyon,  an  infor¬ 
mation,  filed  by  the  attorney-gene¬ 
ral,  againft  Daniel  Ifaac  Eaton,  for* 
publifhing  a  fcandalous  and  mali¬ 
cious  libel,  called  the  “  Political 
Dictionary,”  in  which  certain  ex¬ 
planations  were  given  of  *  certain 
words,  and,  among  others,  a  crown 
was  defined  to  be  a  bauble,  which 
the  people  gave  a  million  a  year  to 
fupport.  “  A  king — -from  the  Sax¬ 
on  word  konirig,  meant  cunning 
and  craft,  and  would  Toon  be  in 
difrepute  in  this  country.”  “  A 
niggard — a  king  who  had  defrauded 
his  fubjefts  of  nine  millions  of  mo¬ 
ney.”  u  Oh  !  Mr.  Guelph,  where 
will  you  go  when  you  die?”  &c. 
By  thele  the  defendant  had  endea¬ 
voured  to  caufe  it  to  be  believed, 
that  our  fovereign  lord  the  king  had 
oppreffed  his  fubjefts,  and  defraud¬ 
ed  them  of  nine  millions  of  money. 
The  information  further  charged 
the  defendant  with  faying,  in  the 
fame  book,  that  a  guillotine  was 
neceflarv  to  be  employed  in  this 
country,  as  a  merciful  mode  of  de- 
ftroving  kings  and  queens,  becaufe 
their  heads  might  be  cut  off  with 
iefs  pain  by  that  machine  than  by 
an  axe. 

The  attorney-general  explained 
to  the  jury  the  feveral  charges  Hat¬ 
ed  in  the  information.  He  defired 
them  to  read  the  whole  book,  and 
they  would  find  every  paffage  in  it 
equally  libellous  with  thole  already 
read  to  them  ;  they  would  find  in  it 
the  groffeft  attack  againft  religion, 
which  was  defined  to  be — u  a  fu- 
perftition  invented  by  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  hell,  in  order  to  deceive 
and  opprefs  the  people,”  &c.  No¬ 
bility  was  there  declared  to  be — “  a 
titled  order  of  men,  fo  called  from 
their  hereditary  profligacy,”  &c, 
u  Nefafti  Dies  — Modern  days,  in 
which  it  was  not  allowed  to  admi- 
nifter  juftice ;  this  was  the  cafe, 
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even  lord  Kenyon  prefided  in  the 
court  of  king’s-bench.”  Upon 
reading  this  paflage,  the  attorney- 
general  baid  many  handfome  com¬ 
pliments  to  the  noble  judge  on  the 
bench,  who  was  the  objed  of  this 
unmerited  abufe.  He  then  declar¬ 
ed  the  whole  book  was  aiogether 
the  mod  fcandalous  and  inflamma¬ 
tory  libel  that  ever  was  published, 
as  well  as  the  grofleft  attack  upon 
private  worth. 

After  Mr.  Vaughan  had  fpoken 
for  the  defendant,  and  the  attorney- 
general  in  reply,  lord  Kenyon  hum¬ 
med  up  the  evidence,  in  the  courfe 
of  which  he  defired  the  jury  not  to 
regard  that  part  of  the  libel  that  re- 
fpeded  himfelf.— The  jury  found 
the  defendant  guilty. 

6.  This  day,  was  tried  another 
information  againd  Daniel  Ifaac 
Eaton,  for  publifiiing  a  book,  call¬ 
ed  “  A  Summary  of  the  Duties  of 
Citizen  fiiip,”  written  for  the  u-fe  of 
the  correfponding  fociety  of  Lon¬ 
don.  It  dated  a  variety  of  remarks 
upon  the  regal  power,  the  military, 
clergy,  and  law,  which  we  deem  it 
improper  to  recapitulate. 

Tfcie  attorney-general  obferved, 
there  would  be  an  end  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  laws  by  which  lo- 
ciety  was  bound  together,  if  he  did 
not  offer  publications  of  fo  dange¬ 
rous  and  pernicious  a  nature  to  the 
confideration  of  a  jury.  He  faid 
he  fiiould  produce  the  fame  kind  of 
evidence  of  the  publication  of  the 
bocfk  which  he  had  lately  offered, 
and  which  had  always  been  deemed 
fufticient. 

Two  witnefTes  depofed  as  to  pur- 
chafing  the  book  at  the  defendant's 
houfe,  hi  Newgate- ftreet,  of  his 
wife. 

Mr.  Vaughan  argued  againft  re¬ 
ceiving  fuch  fight  evidence  of  the 
publication.  He  infilled  that  Mr. 
Eaton  knew  nothing  of  the  book 


being  fold  at  his  houfe;  that  he  was 
abfent  when  it  was  fold,  and  had 
previouflv  given  orders  that  it  fhould 
not  be  foi'd.  He  called  two  or 
three  witriefies,  for  the  purpofe  of 
proving  that  fact,  but  their  evi¬ 
dence  bv  no  means  feemed  to  fatis- 
fy  either  the  court  or  the  jury. 

The  attorney-general  replied,  and 
lord  Kenyon  addrefled  the  jury,  re¬ 
marking  the  rnifapplication  of  the 
law,  as  laid  down  by  the' defend¬ 
ant's  counfel  to  the  court  for  their 
confideration. 

The  jury  found  the  defendant- 
guilty. 

Jofeph  Burks,  bookfeller,  in  Sun- 
fireet,  Bifhopfgate-ftreet,  was  found 
guilty  of  publifiiing  the  fame  pam¬ 
phlet. 

12.  On  Saturday  laft,  at  the  af- 
fizes  at  Winchefter,  an  adion  was 
brought  by  Hr  Hyde  Parker,  againfi: 
major  Hugh  Baillie,  for  crim.  con. 
with  the  lady  of  the  former.  The. 
defendant  allowed  judgment  to  go 
by  default,  and  the  damages  allow¬ 
ed  were  3000I. 

23,  The  London  Gazette  of  this 
evening  contains  the  following  ex- 
trad  of  a  letter  from  captain  Trol¬ 
lope,  of  his  majeftv’s  fiiip  the  Glat- 
ton,  to  vice  admiral  Macbride, 
.commanding  his  majefiy's  fiiipsanci 
fefiels  in  Yarmouth  Roads,  dated 
the  2 1  ft  in  Rant. 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that, 
in  purluance  of. your  orders,  I  fail¬ 
ed  in  his  majefiy’s  fiiip  Giatton  on 
the  15th  of  July  from  Yarmouth 
Roads,  in  order  to  join  captajn  Sa¬ 
vage  and  a  fquadron  under  his 
command  :  and  on  the  16th,  atone 
P.  M.  we  obferved  a  fquadron  a- 
bout  four  or  five  leagues  off  Hei- 
voet.  Owing. to  light  winds  and 
calms  it  was  feven  P.  M.  before  we 
were  near  enough  to  difcover  the 
fquadron  to  confift  of  fix  frigates, 
one  of  which,  the  commodore’s 
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Slip,  appeared  to  mount  near  50 
guns;  two  others  appeared  about 
36  guns,  remarkably  fine  long  fri¬ 
gates  ;  and  the  other  three  fmaller, 
and  which  mount  about  twenty- 
eight  guns  each.  There  were  alfo  a 
very  fine  brig  and  cutter  with  them. 
We  foon  fufpefted,  from  their  fig- 
nals>  and  their  not  anfwering  our 
private  fignals,  that  they  were  ene¬ 
mies,  and  immediately  cleared  for 
a&ion,  and  bore  down  to  them. 
Prom  their  manceyvring  it  was  ten 
at  night  before  we  got  clofe  along¬ 
side  the  third  fhip  in  the  enemy’s 
line,  which,  from  her  fize,  we  flip¬ 
ped  to  be  the  commodore  ;  when, 
after  hailing  her,  and  finding  them 
to  be  a  French  fquadron,  I  ordered 
him  to  ftrike  his  colours,  which  he 
returned  with  a  broadfide,  and,  I 
believe,  was  well  repaid  by  one 
from  the  Glatton  within  twenty 
yards;  after  which  the  adlion  be¬ 
came  general  with  the  enemy’s  fqua¬ 
dron,  the  two  headmolt  of  which 
had  tacked,  and  one  of  the  largeft 
had  placed  herfelf  alongfide,  and 
another  on  our  weather  bow.  and 
the  fternmoft  had  placed  themfelves 
on  our  lee  quarter  and  ftern  :  in 
this  manner  we  were  engaged  on 
both  fides  for  a  few  minutes,  with 
our  yard  arms  nearly  touching  thole 
of  the  enemy  on  each  fide;  bin*! 
am  happy  to  acquaint  you,  that  m 
lefs  than  twenty  minutes  the  weight 
of  our  fire  had  beat  them  off  onfall 
iioes;  but  when  we  attempted  to 
follow  them,  we,  much  to  our  re¬ 
gret,  found  it  impoffible.  I  have 
no  doubt,  from  the  apparent  con- 
fufion  the  enemy  were  in,  we  fliould 
have  gained  a  decifive  victory,  but 
unfortunately,  in  attempting  to 
wear,  we  found  every  part  of  our 
runningrigging  totally  cut  to  pieces, 
and  the  major  part  of  our  Handing 
rigging;  every  flay,  except  the 
mizen,  either  cut  or  badly  wound- 
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ed,  and  our  malts  and  yards  confi¬ 
dently  damaged.  In  this  fituation, 
although  every  officer  and  man  ex¬ 
erted  themfelves  to  the  utmoft  the 
whole  night,  it  was  feven  in  the 
morning  before  the  fhip  was  in  to^ 
lerable  order  to  renew  the  action. 
The  enemy,  who  appeared  in  the 
morning  in  a  clofe  line,  feemed  to 
have  buffered  very  little  in  their  rig¬ 
ging,  although  I  am  certain  they 
muff  have  received  much  damage 
in  their  hulls,  at  which  the  whole 
of  our  fire  was  directed.  As  they 
did  not  choofe  to  come  near  us 
again,  although  they  muff  plainly 
have  feen  our  difabled  Hate,  but 
made  the  belt  of  their  way  for 
Fluffing,  we  followed  them  as 
clofe  as  we  could  till  the  17th  at 
nine  A.  M.  when  they  were  within 
thi^ee  leagues  of  that  port,  with  the 
hopes  of  meeting  with  fome  affiff- 
ance  to  enable  me  to  deffroy  them  ; 
but  it  coming  on  to  blow  "hard  at 
weft,  in  the  "dilabled  ftate  the  fhip 
was  in,  we  were  forced  to  haul  off 
the  fhore ;  but  although  we  were 
not  able  to  take  any  of  them,  I 
truft  you  will  think  the  officers  and 
men  whom  I  have  the  honour  to 
command  in  the  Glatton,  to  whom 
I  have  reafon  to  give  every  merit , 
for  their  Heady,  gallant,  and  cool 
behaviour  in  the  attack,  have  done 
their  utmoft,  and  alfo  fome  good,  in 
driving  fo  very  fuperiora  force  into 
port  to  refit,  that  might  have  done 
very  confiderable  damage  to  our 
trade  had  they  got  to  fea.  I  cannot 
conclude  this  without  recommend¬ 
ing  to  your  notice,  in  the  ftrongeft: 
manner,  lieutenant  Robert  Wil¬ 
liams,  my  firft  lieutenant,  who 
gave  me  every  afiiftance  in  his 
power  on  the  upper  deck ;  as  alfo 
lieutenant  Schomberg,  fecond  lieu¬ 
tenant,  and  lieutenant  Pringle,  third 
lieutenant,  who  commanded  on  the 
lower  deck ;  and  alfo  captain 
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StrangewayS)  of  the  marines,  who, 
I  am  very  forry  to  acquaint  you, 
has  received  a  bad  wound  from  a 
mufquet  bail  in  his  thigh,  which  is 
not  extracted  yet,  who  after  he  had 
received  it,  and  had  a  tourniquet 
on,  infilled  on  coming  on  deck  to 
hi^  quarters  again,  where  he  re¬ 
mained,  encouraging  his  men,  till 
he  was  faint  with  the  lofs  of  blood, 
and  I  was  under  the  neceiTity  of  or¬ 
dering  him  to  be  carried  down  a- 
gain;  and  ail  the  warrant  officers 
and  petty  officers  and  fliip’s  com¬ 
pany  behaved  as  Englifli  Tailors  al¬ 
ways  do  on  fuch  occafions.  And 
lam  particularly  happy  in  acquaint¬ 
ing  you,  that  I  have'  not  loft  one 
life  in  fo  warm  an  adion,  and 
on.y  one  wounded  befides  captain 
Strangewavs,  viz.  William  Hail, 
the  corporal  of  marines,  who  alfo 
received  a  mufquet  ball  through  his 
thigh  bone;  the  ball  pafted  out  on 
the  oppofite  fide.  Our  fmall  lofs 
can  only  be  attributed  to  their  fir¬ 
ing  totally  at  our  rigging  to  difable 
us,  in  which  they  too  well  fucceed- 
ed  ;  and  his  majefty’s  fhip  Glatton 
being  unfit  to  keep  the  fea  from  the 
damage  (lie  has  received  in  her 
mails,  yards,  and  rigging,  I  have 
thought  fit,  for  the  good  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  fervice,  to  come  to  Yarmouth 
roads  to  refit. 

16.  At  Reading aflizes,  an  indict¬ 
ment  was  preferred  againft  a  mo¬ 
ther  and  her  foil,  a  child  about  ten 
years  of  age,  which  may  prove  a 
ufefui  leffon  to  thofe  parents  who 
are  fo  wicked  and  inconfiderate  as 
to  encourage  their  children  in  pil¬ 
fering. and  fteaiing.  Stephen  Lee, 
the  child,  having  at  different  times 
ftolen  money  from  his  fellow  fer- 
vants,  carried  it  to  his  mother,  Ma- 
J“y  Lee,  who  ufed  to  receive  and 
keep  the  fame;  but  this  being  at 
laft  difcovered,  the  child  was° in- 
di&ed  for  fteaiing  two  guineas,  half 
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a  crown,  and  a  Bulling*  from  Tho¬ 
mas  Allen,  one  of  his  fellow-fer- 
vants,  and  which  he  carried  to  his 
mother ;  he  was  found  guilty  ;  but 
the  lord  chief  baron,  who  tried  him  * 
with  his  ufual  humanity  and  dif- 
cernment,  being  convinced  a  child 
of  fuch  tender  years  was  more  to  be 
pitied  than  feverely  punifhed,  fen- 
tenced  him  to  fix  months  imprifon? 
ment :  but  the  mother*  who  was  at 
the  fame  time  indided  for  encou¬ 
raging,  sliding,  arid  abetting  her  fon 
in  the  robbery,  being  found  guilty 
(as  a  punifhment  for  a  crime  of  fo 
deep  a  dye  as  that  of  training  up 
her  child  in  fuch  vile  pradices,  and 
which  in  all  probability  would  at 
laft  bring  him  to  the  gallows,  and 
as  a  warning  to  other  parents)  after 
many  pointed  obfervations  on  fo 
unnatural  an  offence,  was  ordered 
to  be  trail fported  for  feven  years. 

28.  At  Warwick  aflizes,  Johi^ 
Gale  Jones,  John  Binns,  and  Fran¬ 
cis  Bathurft.,  who  had  been  appre¬ 
hended  at  Birmingham  for  feditious 
p radices,  were  brought  to  trial. 
They  were  feverally  indided  for 
uttering  feditious  words.  Jones  and 
Binns,  declaring  they  were  not 
ready,  to  take  their  trial,  traverfed 
their  indidhnent.  Bathurft  declar¬ 
ed,  that  he  was  ready  to  take  his 
trial  immediately;  but  Mr.  Perci- 
val,.  counfel  for  the  crown,  declar¬ 
ed  it  would  be  impoftible  to  pro¬ 
ceed  on  his  trial  with  fafety,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  abfence  of  a  material 
witnefs ;  and  Mr.  White,  folicitor 
for.  the  crown,  producing  three 
writs  of  certiorari,  to  remove  the 
feveral  indidments  into  the  court 
of  king’s  bench,  the  prifoners  were 
refpedtively  difeharged  on  giving 
bail  for  their  appearance. 

30.  At  the  affixes  at  Guildford, 
came  on  the  trial  of  Theophilos 
Bridges,  of  Temple  ftreet,  Profped* 
place,  St.  George’s-fields,  for  the 
(RJ  wiffvrf 
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wilful  murder  of  Elizabeth  Monk. 
Mr.  Garrow  dated.,  that  the  pri¬ 
soner  followed  the  bufinefs  of  an 
army  button-maker;  and' that  he 
had  taken  as  apprentices  feven  girls 
from  the  guardians  of  the  Afylum  ; 
that  he  kept’them  at  work,,  in  a 
tlofe  apartment,  from  four  in  the 
morning  to  eight,  and  fometimes 
ten  in  the  evening  ;  that  ally  inabi¬ 
lity  or  negledt  was  punifhed,  not 
only  with" beating  feverely,  but  a 
deprivation  of  their  ufual  allowance 
at  meals,  which  at  bed;  were  but 
fcanty,  having  a  little  meat  on  Sun¬ 
days  only;  that  the  deceafed  was 
of  a  delicate  conditution,  and  un¬ 
able  to  do  the  fame  portion  of 
work  as  the  other  apprentices,  which 
frequently  caufedher  to  be  feverely 
.beaten;  that  on  the  7th  of  January 
1 795,  the  prifoner  beat  the  deceafed 
feverely,  and,  after  Eriking  her 
'down,  kicked  her  in  the  fide;  that 
notwithftanding  the  injury  fhe  had 
fudaincd,  (lie  endeavoured  to  con¬ 
tinue  her  work  until  bed  time,  but 
complained  to  the  girl  who  flept 
,  with  her,  that  her  fide  was  fo  very 
painful,  file  could  not  fit  up,  nor 
bear  it;  but  fuch  was  the  experi¬ 
ence  they  had  of  his  cruel  difpofi- 
tion,  they  durfr  not  utter  a  com¬ 
plaint  in  his  hearing;  that  fhe  con¬ 
tinued  endeavouring  to  work  until 
the  15th  of  that  month,  when,  be¬ 
ing  fo  affedled  with, .the  pain  in  her 
fide,  as  to  be  utterly  unable  to  fit  at 
her  work,  the  prifoner  again  beat 
her,  and,  particularly,  took  her  by 
the  arms,  and  beat  her  head  againd 
the  pump ;  that,  loon  after,  (lie  was 
put  to  bed,  and  was  found  dead  in 
the  morning ;  that,  to  conceal  his 
■guilt,  the  prifoner  fent  for  a  fur- 
geon  to  the  deceafed;  but  prevE 
oufiy  to  his  obtaining  a  fight  of  her, 
informed  him,  by  his  wife  (Mrs. 
Bridges)  “  that  the  girl  had  been 
long  in  a  confumption,  which  was 
v  '  .  7  ' 
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now  got  very  Bad ;  and  that  file 
was  very  much  troubled  with  a  pain 
in  her  fide  conftantly that  the 
furgeoiv'on  viewing  the  git-1,  fato 
her  fo  much  emaciated  by  Her  dis¬ 
order  (as  he  was  led  to  fuppofe, 

Mrs.  Bridges’  account)  and  being 
of  opinion  that  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  medical  aid  to  fave  her— ~ 
told  her  midrefs  fo,  and  left  her ; 
that  the  prifoner  fome  days  after¬ 
ward,  fent  for  an  undertaker,  and 
had  her  buried:  that  one  of  th'fc 
girls  having  communicated'  to  her 
friends  the  circumftance,  it  was 
communicated  to  the  guardians  of 
the  Afylum,  who  indituted  thepre- 
fent  profecution.  Mr.  Saumarez, 
the  furgeon,  who  faw  the  deceafed, 
could  not  fpeak  decifively  on  the 
fubjedl,  not  having  (on  account  of 
the  artful  information  he  received 
from  Mrs.  Bridges)  examined  the 
patient  any  further  than  to  feel  her 
pulfe.  The  undertaker  had  ob- 
ferved  her  back  and  fhoulders  to 
be  very  much  bruifed ;  and  one 
place,  in  particular,  appeared  as  if 
flie  had  had  a  blitter  recently  ap¬ 
plied  to  her  back. 

The  evidence  being  clofed,  lord 
Kenyon  thus  fpoke :  “  Gentlemen 
of  the  jury,  the  evidence  of  the  fur¬ 
geon  and  undertaker  renders  the 
cafe  fo  very  doubtful,  that  I  do  not 
fee  how  we  can  proceed  any  fur¬ 
ther,  as  the  law  requires  proof  that 
fome  adhial  violence  indidted  by 
the  prifoner,  was  the  caufe  of  the 
girl’s  death.  It  happens  unfortu¬ 
nately,  that  the  didance  of  time, 
lince  it  happened  renders  it  impof- 
fible  to  obtain  fuch  information  as 
the  BV  requires. 

u  iVow  I  am  on  this  fubjedf,  I 
will  fay,  and  I  hope  it  will  have  its 
due  efFedl,  that  perfons  like  thepri- 
foner  taking  children  from  charita¬ 
ble  foundations  as  apprentices  or 
fervants,  mud  not  confidef  them- 

felves 
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felves  as  tafk:7nafters,  they  mud 
confider  that  the  kindnefs  as  well  as 
the  authority  of  a  parent  is  trans¬ 
ferred  to  them ;  and  when  they  take 
upon  themfelves  to  exercife  the  au¬ 
thority  of  correlation  as  a  matter, 
let  them  remember  they  owe  alfo  the 
kindnefs  of  a  parent.” — His  lord- 
fliip  concluded  with  fome  very 
handfome  Compliments  to  the  guar¬ 
dians  for  their  conduift  in  the  pre¬ 
rent  profecution. 

The  jury  immediately  returned  a 
verdift — not  guilty. 

The  grand  jury  were  not  dif- 
charged  :  Mr.  Garrow  moved  that 
be  remain  in  cilltody  :  a  bill  was 
.hen  preferred  againft  him  for  a 
rape*  which  was  found  a  true  bill: 
-he  counfei  not  being  prepared,  he 
was  ordered  to  remain  in  cuftody 
ill  the  next  afiizes,  then  to  take  his 
:rial. 

AUGUST. 

3.  Mr.  Banks  has  finifhed  a  very 
fine  model  of  marquis  Cornwallis, 
for  the  purpofe  of  making  a  ftatue 
in  marble,  which  is  to  be  fent  to 
Madras,  and  placed  in  a  confpicu- 
dus  ftation,  as  a  mark  of  the  grati- 
:ude  of  the  Eaft  India  company,  for 
:he  military  fervices  of  the  gallant 
veteran*  The  figure  appears  in 
parliamentary  robes.  On  the  pe- 
ieftal  there  is  to  be  a  baflo  relievo, 
-&prefiing  the  furrender  of  the  Tons 
pf  Tippoo  to  the  Britifli  hero.  The 
figure  is  well  conceived,  and  the  at¬ 
titude  is  heroic,  without  affectation. 
The  likenefs  is  the  moft  exaCt  of 
iny  that  have  been  made  of  the  efti- 
tnable  original. 

This  artift  is  alfo  employed  on 
in  urn,  which  is  to  be  ereCted  in 
honour  of  the  late  colonel  Kyd,  in 
Calcutta.  Colonel  Kyd  was  an  a- 
uiable  and  intelligent  character.  He 
>vas  diftinguiftied  for  botanical  re- 


fearches ;  and  India  is  indebted  to 
hirn  for  many  valuable  plants,  which 
lie  brought  from  various  quarters, 
and  which  are  now  in  the  -  moft 
flourifhing  ftate  in  Calcutta,  and 
its  vicinity. 

Bath,  Aug .  3.  Friday  laft  an  a- 
larming  accident  happened  at  the 
coal-pits  at  Highgrove,  near  Timf- 
bury,  in  this  county.,  owing  to  the 
forgetfulnefs  of  a  boy  leaving  a 
lighted  candle  againft  one  of  the 
timber-props  placed  to  fupport  the 
roof  of  the  pits.  This  taking  fire, 
communicated  to  a  large  quantity 
of  coal  near  it  that  was  ready  for 
landing  ;  this  communicated  to  the 
other  timbers,  and  in  a  ftiort  time 
the  whole  pit  was  on  fire — at  lead: 
forty  loads  of  wood  were  fuppofed 
to  be  in  the  pit.  Sunday,  three 
men  went  down  another  pit  that 
had  a  communication  with  that  on 
fire,  but  the  air-fhaft  being  entirely 
ftopt,  the  foul  air,  being  ftagnated 
by  the  fmbak,  immediately  fuffo- 
cated  them ;  by  the  greateft  exer¬ 
tions,  two  were  drawn  up,  one  to¬ 
tally  dead,  and  the  other  apparently 
fo  ;  by  the  afliduitv,  however,  of  a 
furgeon,  he  was  brought  to  life, 
but  there  are  little  hopes  of  his  re¬ 
covery  :  the  others  are  totally  loft. 
They  have  both  left  wives  and 
children.  The  fire  is  ftill  extend¬ 
ing  through  the  works,  and  it  is 
feared  will  communicate  to  other 
pits  near  Vf,  The  damage  already 
done  amounts  to  many  thoufand 
pounds,  befide  the  lofs  of  working 
the  coals,  as  the  fire  ftill  continues, 
and  it  will  be  fome  months  before 
the  pits  will  be  able  to  work  again. 

4.  At  Stafford  afiizes  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  Incident  took  place:  one  of 
the  prifoners  (William  Cotterell) 
was  indicted  for  a  burglary  and 
robbery  in  the  houfe  of  Mr.  For¬ 
man  of*  Handfvvorth,  to  which  he 
pleaded  guilty ;  nor  could  he  be 
(t)  2)  perfuaded 
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perfuaded  to  offer  any  plea,  until 
the  judge  threatened,  iti  cafe  he 
perilled,  to  order  him  for  fpeedy 
execution.  He  then  pleaded  not 
guilty,  and  his  trial  proceeded. 
However,  fufficient  evidence  not 
appearing  to  convict  him,  he  was 
of  conrfe  (though  very  unexpect¬ 
edly)  acquitted. 

13*  David  Downie*  who  was 
fentenced  to  fuffer  with  Watt  at 
Edinburgh,  for  high  treafon,  has 
arrived  fafe  at  New  York  with  his 
family,  in  the  Amfterdam  packet, 
from  Greenock. 

20.  Thurfday  fe’nniglit,  was  ex¬ 
ecuted  on  Bodmin  common,  pur- 
fuant  to  his  fentence  at  the  lafl 
fummer  affizes,  John  Hofkin,  tin¬ 
ner,  for  being  principal  in  a  riot, 
and  bearing  and  taking  from  Sa. 
muel  Phillips,  miller,  a  quantity  of 
wheat.  At  the  place  of  execution 
he  harangued  the  fpedlators  for  a 
confiderable  time,  with  the  mod 
unaffedled  calmnefs,  adjufled  the 
rope  (to  ufe  his  own  expreffion) 
that  it  might  put  him  out  of  pain 
the  fooner,  fling  a  hymn  with  the 
cap  drawn  over  his  eyes,  and  to 
the  laft  moment  perfiiled  that  he 
never  ftruck  the  man,  nor  faw  any 
of  the  corn. 

Great  Yarmouth ,  .Aug.  20.  Ye  Her - 
day  a  riot  took  place  here,  at  a 
led! ure  delivered  by  Mr.  Thelwall, 
on  a  fubjedt  from  Roman  hiflory. 
About  eight  o’clock  a  pretty  nu¬ 
merous  company  werV  aTTembied 
at  the  room  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pofeof  delivering  the  lectures,  when 
a  number  of  perfons,  fuppofed 
to  be  from  the  fliips  of  war  riding 
in  the  roads,  burft  into  the  room, 
armed  with  cutiaffesand  bludgeons, 
attacked  and  difperfed  the  com¬ 
pany.'  The  Ie&urer  him fel.f  made 
a  narrow  efcape.  We  are  lorry  to 
hear  th;.t  feveral  perfons  who  were 
prcfent  have  been  feriouily  hurt. 
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Such  is  the  firff  account  we  have 
heard  of  the  bufiriefs:  we  trull:  that 
the  niagiflr'ates  will  take  proper 
meafure  to  mveftigate  the  circum- 
ftances,  and  bring  to  juftice  the  au¬ 
thors  of  the  riot. 

3-3.  This  morning,  a  young 
whale  came  up  the  river  as  far  as 
Rotherhithe,  and  was  killed  near 
Execution  Dock,  after  having  over- 
fet  two  boats.  It  meafured  nine¬ 
teen  feet  in  length. 

O 

24.  On  Sunday  morning,  a  duel 
was  fought  in  Hyde-park,  between 
Mr.  Pride  and  Mr.  Carpenter,  two 
American  gentlemen,  in  which  the 
latter  received  a  lliot,  which  ter¬ 
minated  in  his  death,  on  Tuefday, 
at  Richardfon’s  hotel,  in  Covent- 
garden,  to  which  the  body  had 
been  removed.  The  duel  originat¬ 
ed  on  Saturday  evening,  at  the  faid 
hotel,  in  a  difpute  on  the  fubjeft  of 
American  politics.  The  coroner's 
inqueft  brought  in  their  verdidl, 
wilful  murder  again!!  a  perfon,  or 
perfons  unknown  ;  nothing  having 
appeared  in  evidence  to  criminate 
Mr.  Pride,  or  any  one  individual  in 
particular. 

2 5.  Yederday  the  coroner’s  in- 

quell  fat  on  the  body  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Yates,  who  was  unfortunately  (hot 
on  Monday,  the  22d,  at  his  houfe 
in  Pimlico.  v 

Mary  Thompfon,  a  girl,  whc 
lived  fervant  with  the  decea'ed  and 
his  wife,  depofed,  that  they  had  re¬ 
moved  from  their  late  relid ence  in 
Panton-Rreet,  and  come  to  refide 
wholly  at  No.  9,  StatFord-place,  in 
which  houfe,  mifs  Elizabeth  Jones, 
who  had  fome  pretenlions  to  the 
houfe,  as  having  been  left  her  by 
the  late  Mr.  Yates,  uncle  to  the  de- 
ceafed,  refided.  The  witnefs  de¬ 
pofed,  that  Mr.  Yates  did  not  dare 
to  venture  at  any  time  out  of  his 
lioufe  to  the  Rreet,  for  fear  of  be¬ 
ing  locked  out  by  mifs  Jones,  and 
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that  he  therefore  occafionally  ufed 
to  amufe  himfelf  with  his  children 
in  the  garden  ;  that,  about  a  week 
ago,  Mr.  Beard,  a  proctor,  fent  a 
perfon  of  the  name  of  John  Sel¬ 
lers,  to  the  houfe,  for  the  purpofe, 
as  was  alleged,  of  prote&ing  the 
perfon  of  mifs  Jones  from  vio¬ 
lence  ;  and,  on  Sunday  lad,  another 
perfon  came  to  the  lioufe,  of  the 
name  of  footner,  a  linen-draper, 
who  was  an  acquaintance  of  Mr, 
Sellers  ;  they  dined  with  mifs  Jones, 
and  Footner  fiaid  all  night  in  the 
houfe,  under  the  pretence  that  the 
Park-gate  was  diut,  and  he  could 
not  get  through. 

The  next  morning,  about  the 
ufual  hour  of  breakfad,  the  de¬ 
ceafed  had  gone  to  lie  down  upon 
the  bed,  and  mifs  Jones  miffing 
him,  and  fnppofing  he  was  gone 
out,  went  down  and  locked' the 
doors,  and  declared  that  no  perfon 
diould  come  in,  but  that  thofe  who 
were  in  might  go  out.  Mrs.  Yates, 
in  the  mean  time,  fent  the  witnefs 
out  to  purchafe  fome  articles,  and 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  alterca¬ 
tion  about  admitting  her  again. 
Mr.  Yates,  the  deceafed,  foon ‘after 
came  down  ;  Mrs.  fates  went  out 
in  a  hackney  coach,  ieavino  the 
deceafed  in  the  houfe.  About  half 
pad  four  in  the  afternoon,  Sellers, 
mifs  Jones,  and  Footner,  dined  to¬ 
gether  ;  and  the  deceafed,  after  his 
dinner,  took  a  walk  in  the  gar¬ 
den.  ° 

1  he  witnefs  was,  at  this  time, 
in  the  bac'k  kitchen  ;  die  didindll-y 
heard  nufs  Jones  and  Footner  ffiut 
the  doors  that  led  from  the  pafiage 
to  the  yard,  and  from  the  yard  to 
the  garden.  The  deceafed  difeo- 
ve ring  their  intention,  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  prevent  them  ;  but  not  being 
able,  he  went  to  the  kitchen  win¬ 
dow,  which  he  dedred  the  witnefs 
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to  lift  up;  file  did  fo,  and  he  en¬ 
deavoured  to  force  himfelf  between 
the  bars,  but  without  elfedf,  being 
a  very  lully  man.  Sellers  then  came 
into  the  back  kitchen,  with  a  pidol 
in  his  light  hand,  and  told  the  de¬ 
ceafed  he  mud  not  come  in.  The 
deceafed  endeavoured  to  draw  him¬ 
felf  back.  The  witnefs  cried  oul 
to  Bellei  s,  4  For  Gocfs  lake,  don’t 
dioot  for  God’s  fake,  don’t  kill 
him.’  She  fa\y  him  put  bis  thumb 
upon  his  pidol  to  ct)ck  it;  the  de 
ceafed1  dretched  forth  his  hand  as 
far  as  he  could,  endeavouring  to 
turn  the  pidol  away,  when  Sellers 
immediately  fired  it  otF,  and  the 
ball  druck  the  deceafed  in  the 
bread;  who  immediately  exclaim¬ 
ed,  1/  am  wounded,  put  his  hand 
to  the  place,  ran  toward  the  garden, 
and  fell  down.  The  witnefs  then 
rudied  to  the  front  kitchen,  not- 
withdanding  the  endeavours  of  Sel¬ 
lers  to  prevent  her,  and  got  out  of 
the  window  into  the  area.  The 
icpoit  of  the  pidol,  and  her  cries, 
foon  brought  a  number  of  people 
about,  who  lifted  her  over  the* 
rails.  Sellers,  in.  the  interim,  open¬ 
ed  the  ftreet  door,  when  the  wit-, 
nefs  faid,  that  was  the  man  who 
diot  her  mader,  and  he  was  dirtYf- 
lv  fecured.  Mr.  Cruikfliank  and: 
Mr.  Blown,  furgeons,  were  next 
examined  with  refpeft  to  the 
wound;  and  Robert  Jaggctt  and 
Henry  Clapton,  as  to  what  paded 
when  Sellers  was  apprehended 
and  brought  into  the  prefence 
of  the  wounded  gentleman.  A 
perfon,  who  lived  the  next  door, 
depofed,  that  when  Sellers  was  ap¬ 
prehended  J>y  Jaggettand  Clapton, 
he  went  with  him  into  the  oarden 
when  he  fell  on  his  knee,  and  alked 
the  deceafed  to  forgive  him,  for 
that  he  did  not  intend  it  ;  to  which 
the  deceafed  made  no  reply,  but 
(U  3)  onlv 
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only  obferved  to  the  perfons  about 
him  that  he  was  the  man  who  did.it. 

The  coroner  informed  the  jury, 
that  they  were  to  judge  whether  the 
parties  were  all  participant  in  the 
murder,  and  knew  it  was  to  take 
place,  or  could  have  prevented  it, 
and  did  not ;  in  either  cafe  they 
were  equally  culpable,  and  alike 
punifhabie  by  the  laws  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  If  they  were  fatisfied,  from 
the  conduct  of  the  parties  during 
the  whole  of  the  day,  that  they 
adled  in  concert,  it  was  quite  fuf- 
fcient  to  implicate  them  in  the 
guilt  of  the  party  who  actually  did 
commit  the  murder  which  had  been 
fo  unequivocally  proved. 

The  jury  confulted  about  ten 
minutes,  and  returned  a  verdidt  of 
wilful  murder  again  ft  John  Sellers, 
Elizabeth  Jones,  and  Richard  Foot- 
ner. 

SEPTEMBER. 

Sept.  '  1 6.  This  day,  John  Sel¬ 
lers,  Elizabeth  Jones,  and  Richard 
footner,  were  tried  at  the  Old  Bai¬ 
ley,  for  the  wilful  murder  of 
Thomas  Yates.  The  queftion  on 
which' the  whole  trial  turned,  with 
refpedf  to  Sellers,  was,  whether  he 
ft  red  the  piftol  malicioufly  or  acci¬ 
dentally.  After  a  long  trial,  the  jury 
brought  in  their  verdict — John 
Sellers,  not  guilty  of  murder,  but 
guilty,  of  drranflaughter,  Elizabeth. 
Jones  and  Richard  Footner — Not 
Quilty .  ■ 

The  .principal  points  which  af- 
fedted'the  verdidts  will  appear  from 
the  following  charge  to  the  jury 
delivered  by  baron  Rooke. 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury. 

This  is  an  indidtment  againft 
the  three  prifoners,  John  Sellers, 
Elizabeth  Jones,  and  Richard  Foot- 
jier  ;  and  the  indidtment  ftates,  that 
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John  Sellers  has  murdered  Thqmas 
Yates,  by  fhooting  him  with  a 
piftol ;  and  that  Elizabeth  Jones  and 
Richard  Footner  were  prefent,  aid¬ 
ing  and  abetting  at  that  murder. 
The  queftion  for  you  to  try,  there¬ 
fore,  will  be,  whether  Sellers  is 
guilty  of  having  wilfully  fliot 
Thomas  Yates,  and  whether  Eliza¬ 
beth  Jones  and  Richard  Footner 
were,  at  the  time  of  committing 
the  murder,  at  the  time  of  the  kill¬ 
ing,  either  adfually,  or  by  any 
rule  of  law,  conftrudlively  prefent 
when  he  was  fo  killed  ?  In  order 
to  clear  this  cafe  of  any  doubt  in 
point  of  law,  I  fhall  firft  ftate  to 
you  what  I  take  the  law  of  the 
cafe  to  be,  and  then  you  will  be 
better  enabled  to  apply  the  fadts  to. 
that  law.  I  take  it  to  be  clear, 
that  whoever  had  the  title  to  this 
hoiffie,  Mr.  Yates,  at  this  time,  hav¬ 
ing  been  in  the  real  joint  pofteffion, 
or  permiflive  pofteffion  by  himfelf, 
and  his  fervant  being  there  (to  fay 
nothing  of  the  wife)  if  he  took  a 
walk  in  the  garden,  and  they 
thought  proper  to  bolt  him  out,  if 
he  ’  attempted,  by  any  force  of 
breaking  the  windows,  to  get  in 
again,  he  was  juftifiable  in  fo  do¬ 
ing  ;  and  if  any  perfon  has  wan¬ 
tonly  mot  him  in  that  attempt,  he 
is  guilty  of  murder.  That  law  I 
have  not  a  doubt  about;  that  Mr. 
Yates  himfelf  had  a  right  to  come 
in — he  had  never  quitted  the  whole 
premifes — was  gone  out  to  walk 
in  the  garden,  and  had  (from  be¬ 
ing  in  what  fome  of  the  witneftes 
call,  a  joint  pofteffion,  and  others 
fpeak  of,  as  a  permiflive  pofteffion) 
a  right  to  come  into  the  houfe 
again  when  his  fervant  affifted  Jiim  ; 
and  if  Sellers  wilfully  fliot  at  him, 
he  is  guilty  of  murder.  That  is 
the  principal  point,  and  if  you 
fhould  think  that  Sellers  has  done 

an 
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an  a£t,  which  either  amounts  to 
nnnder  or. manllaughter,  then  you 
will  have  to  confider  whether  Jones, 
or  Fpotner  were  abetting  Seilers  at 
the  time  he  committed  the  fadl. 
Now  this. I  fiionld  Hold  to  be  abet¬ 
ting,  that  if  they  faw  Mr.  Yates 
coming'  into  the  houfe,  and  told 
Sellers  to  go  ? with  a  loaded 

piflol  and  moot  him,  and',  faid, 
don’t  let  him, come  in,  they  (being 
in  the  hpufe,  and  telling  him  to  do 
that)  would  be  guilty  as  abettors, 
and  would  have  a  fufficient  con- 
fir  udiive  pre fence  do, ' warrant  their 
being  found  guilty  upon  the  alle¬ 
gations -of  this  indictment..  This 
1  fiate  only  as  general  Jaw  :  it  yyill 
be  necefiary  for  you  now  to  attend 
to  the  facts,  as  the  witnefies  have 
proved  itliem,  and  then  it  will  be 
for  you.  to  fee  whether  this  piflol 
was  fifed  wilfully  or  accidentally; 
if  wilfully,  it  Is  murder  ;  if  acciden¬ 
tally,  it  is  mahflaughter  ;  and  then 
you  will  have  to*  pronounce  how  far 
Jones  and  For>tner  have  been  abet¬ 
tors  in  the  killirfg. 

[Here  the  learned  judge  fummed 
up  the  evidence  on  both  fides]. 

This  is  the  whole  of  the  evidence 
on  the  one  fide  and  on  the  other, 
ancf  now  to  apply  that  evidence  to 
the  cafes' of  the  different  perfons  : 
Elizabeth  Jones  and  Richard  Foot- 
ner  are  charged  then  with  being 
prefent,  and  aiding  .and  gbetting 
Sellers  at  the  time  he  fired  off  this 
piflol.  There  is  no  .diredt  .evidence 
of  their  being  prefent,  of  their  hav¬ 
ing  counfelled  him,  or,  having Jyad 
any  thing  to  do  vvith  him.  On  tire 
contrary,  there  is  very  ftrong  evi¬ 
dence  in  favour  of  both  of  them. 
There  is '  evidence  in  favour  of 
Jones,  that  at  the  very  firffc  fight  of 
the  pifiols  file  faid  (lie  would  rather 
leave  the  houfe  than  they  fhould  be 
there ;  and  that  it  was  not  till  her 
attorney  and  Sellers  had  interpofed, 


and  allured  her  that  flie  need  not 
be  alarmed,  that  flie  would  confent 
to  the  pifiols  being  fufFered  to  flay: 
after  that,  it  feems  mifs  Jones  and 
Footner  expected  .that  there  would 
be  perfons  come  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Yates  into  the  houfe  on  Mon¬ 
day,  and  thought  it  necefiary,  tew 
gether  with  Seilers,  to  keep  thofe 
perfons  out,  to  prevent  Mr.  Yates 
from  turning  the  tables  upon  them 
and  .furning  them  put,;  ,  and,,  they 
for  that  purpofe,  locked  all  the 
doors  with  Sellers’s  afiifiapce.  There 
is  no  pofitive  evidence  as  to^what 
they  did  at  the  time  Mr.  Yates  was 
endeavouring  to  get  into  the  houfejj 
they, e,  being  no  pq fitly e  evidence. of 
that  fort,  and  the  diary  told  by  Mary 
Thompfon  not  being  that  which 
warrants  us  in  forming,  a,  rigid  pre^ 
judice  againfi:  mifs  Joiies  and  Foot,, 
ner,  it  appears  but. jrufiice  for  us  to 
fay  .that  they  fpeak  the  truth  in  their 
defence,  when  they  fay,,, 4  .they  did 
not  know  the  pifiols  were  loaded 
and  Footner,  4  tjiat  he  knew  no¬ 
thing  of  the  matter  pill  he  heard  the 
piflol  fired.’  If  you  are  of  that 
opinion .  you  cannot  conclude  that 
they  were  prefent  either  by  legal 
confirmation,  or  actually  at  the 
time  the  piflol  was  fired ;  andf 
therefore,  as  to  them,  it  feems  you 
will  have  very  good  ground  to  ac¬ 
quit  them  as  being  accefiaries,  aid¬ 
ing  and  abetting  in  this  adt  of 
fhoqting  ;  and  I  think  it  belt  to 
difpofe  of  them  firfi,  becaufe  then 
it  will  leave  Sellers’s  cafe  to  be  con- 
fide.red  wholly  by  itfelf,  fubjedt  to 
your  judgment.  I  think  you  will 
do  no  injuflice  to  your  country,  but 
rather  juftice,  if  you  acquit  Jones 
and  Footner  of  being  accefiaries  * 
there  is  hardly  evidence  to  draw  a 
conclufion  that  muff  affedt  their 
lives,  if  they  are  found  guilty. 
Then,  as  to  Sellers,  the  great  point 
is,  whether  this  piflol  went  off  by 
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accident  or  defign  ;  he  had  no  pre-  fon  who  flopped  Mr.  Yates  frOrij 
vious  malice  againft  the  deceafed  coming  into  that  houfe  was  a  tref- 
moft  clearly  ;  he  knew  nothing  of  pafler,  for  he  was  only  coming  out 
the  deceafed  till  he  was  invited  into  of  the  garden:  feme  faying  it  was 
the  houfe  of  Mr,  Yates  and  mifs  a  joint  and  others  a  permifiive  pof? 
Tones  by  the  recommendation  of  fellion.  Well  then,  this  was  a  fort 


Mr.  ‘Beard  and 'Mr.  Biggs;  and 
wh^n  he  came  into  the  houfe  he 
tells  you,  that  Mr.  Yates  behaved 
With  a  great  degree  of  violence,  and 
he  was  ’advifed  by  thofe  to  whom 
he  thought-proper  to  refer,  to  have 
piftols  for  his  defence.  Sofarthen 
5t  feems  thefe  arms  were  brought 
into  the  houfe  to  protect  this  man 
and  mifs  Jones,  againft  any  vio¬ 
lence  that  Mr.  Yates  (whofe  tem¬ 
per  was  violent)  might  ufe  againft 
them;  and  that' the  piftols  ’were 
brought  in  for  that  piirpofe;  but  the 
piftols  are  brought  in  unloaded.  Sel¬ 
lers,  therefore,  at  fome  time  or  other 
(and  we  are  notinfor med  when)  j muft 
have  loaded  them!  One  of  them 
is  loaded  at  this  hour;  and  he  ac- 
iknowledged  it  was  loaded  with  ball  \ 
he  knew  therefore  at  the  time1  he 
took  that  piftol  up,  that  it  was 
loaded  with  ball.  We  have  no  evi¬ 
dence  to  Bon  trad  left  him,  as  to  his 
taking  this  piftol  up  upon  the  im- 
pulfe-  of  the  moment ;  but  when  a 
man  takes  up  fo  dreadful  a  weapon 
as  that  upon  the  impjulfe  of  the  mo¬ 
ment,  without  ai  provocation,  it 
will  not  jiiftify  him  in  any  impro¬ 
per  ufe  he  may  make  of  that  piftol. 
He  knew  it  was  loaded,  and  he 
took  it  up  upon"  the  impulfe  of  the 
moment,  becaufe  he  'underftcrod 
Mr.  Yates  was  forcing  his  way  into 
the  houfe.'  He  was  advifed,  and 
they  all  agreed,  if  they  could  get 
Mr  'Yates- into  the  ’garden5  they 
would  keep  him  there  till  the  law¬ 
yers  of"  both  arties  met,  which 
was  expe<fted  in  the  evening. Mr! 
Yates  had  clearly  a  right  to  come 
Into  that  houfe  again,  and  any  per- 


of  pojfefiion  the  attorney  had  tolc[ 
them  in  point  of  policy  they  were 
to  deprive  them  of;  but  the  attor¬ 
ney  was  not  fo  wife  as  to  advife 
them  not  to  detain  him  from  that 
poffeffion  by  the  means  of  deadly 
weapons  •  but  he  takes  up  this  wea¬ 
pon,  and  he  comes  down  flairs ;  no 
provocation  was~given  to  him  ;  he 
fees  Mr.  Yates  in  a  very  helplefs 
ftate,  endeavouring  to  get  in  at  the 
window  ;  he  tells  Mr.  Yates,  4  he 
muft  not  come  in.’  Mr.  Yates  is 
frightened  and  retreats,  and  in  the 
time  of  retreating  the  piftol  goes 
off.  It  may  be  faid  in  Seliers’s  fa¬ 
vour,  that  he  fired  it  upon  a  re¬ 
treating  and  not  upon  an  advancing 
man.  That  circumftance  is  in  his 
favour.  It  is  faid  by  Mr.  Sellers, 
that  Mr.  Yales  touched  the  piftol^ 
and  fo  gaye  the  jar  ;  '  it  fs  pofitively 
faid  by  the  girl,  that  Mr.  Yates  did 
not  touch  the  piftol,  nor  could 
touch  the  piftol  ;  and  the  converfar 
tion  between  Mr.  Yates  and  Setters; 
in  the  garden,  if  you  believe  the; 
witnefs,  is,  that  he  afked  whether 
they  were  in  the  a<ft  of  a  feuffle  at 
the  time  the  piftol  went  oft;  he 
faid  ‘  no,  no;’  but  when  he  afked 
him  if  he  thought  the  piftol  was 
fired  off  malicicufly,  Mr.  Yates 
faid,  in  that  very  awful  moment, 
4  yes,  yes.’  Whether  he  would 
confider  ttjfe  turning  afide  a  piftol  a 
feu  file  or  not,  is  for  you  ,t6  turn  in 
your  own  minds.  You  have  heard 
what  the  girl  fays  now,  that  he  put 
forth  his  hand,  and  he  could  not 
touch  the  piftol.  Upon  her  depo¬ 
sition  before  the  coroner  Ihe  fays 
this,  that  Mr,  Yates  put  out  one  of 
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his  hands  to  pufh  away  the  piftol, 
when  it  immediately  went  off  and 
fhot'him  ;  fhe  does  not  fay  in  that, 
whether  he  touched  the  piftol  or 
not  ;  but  before  the  magi  ft  rate  fhe 
fays  Mr.  Yates  put  his  hand  toward 
the  piftol  to  pufh  it  away,  and  did 
pnfti  it  a  little  afide,  and  that  then 
Sellers  fired  the  piftol  off.  The 
girl,  therefore,  has  varied  in  her 
teftimony  before  the  magiftrate 
from  ,  the  teftimony  that  fhe  has 
given  this  day  ;  fhe  has  faid  at  one 
time  that  he  did  touch  the  piftol, 
and  at  another  time  that  he  did 
not  4  file  fays  to-dav  he  did  not ;  it 
cannot  be  imputed  to  any  thing 
but  error  and  miftake  in  the  girl ; 
for  flie  ha?  told  her  ftory  with  great 
Simplicity, .  but  it  may  be  that"  her 
recolledUau,  is  not  perfect.  Mr. 
Yates  has  faid  that  he  was  fhot  ma- 
licioufly ;  on  the  other  hand,  Sel¬ 
lers  fays,  that  Mr.  Yates  touched 
the  piftol,  jarred  it  in  his  hand,  and 
that  was  the  occafioa  of  its  going 
off.  Jj  you  are  of  opinion  that  that 
was  really  the  cafe,  and  that  the 
piftol  went  off  by  accident,  then  I 
think  you  ought  to  find  Sellers 
guilty  of  manfla tighter  only if 
you  think  it  went  off  wilfully,  I 
think  it  is  a  murder  of  an  atrocious 
nature.  There  are  a  few  circumftan- 
ces  to  be  obferved  upon  exdufive  of 
the.  a  eft  of  the  piftol  itfelf,  that 
where  a  piftol  does  go  off  by  acci¬ 
dent,  it  is  natural  for  a  perfon  to 
fay  immediately,  it  went  oft'  by  am 
cklent ;  but  he  only  fays,  he  is  not 
hurt,  he  is  not  hurt,  and  does  not 
feern  to  be  aware  that  he  has  done 
any  11  ifehief,  nor  does  he  before 
the  deceafed  in  the  garden  fay  it 
>vas  an  accident,  though  he  does 
fay  fo  to  a  witnefs  afterwards  ;  he 
does  not  tell  Mr.  Yates  fo,  he  only 
ffks  him  forgivenefs  ;  but  the  rime 
to  have  obferved  that  fhould  have 
been  the  very  inftant,  and  that  in 


the  hearing  of  Mary  Thompfon  ; 
that  being  the  cafe  you  will  take 
that  circumftance  into  your  confix 
deration  anci  fee  how  far  it  fhould 
weigh  in  deciding  upqn  his  guilt, 
had  not  the  girl  flood  contradi<fted 
by  her.felf,  upon  the  circumftance 
of  the  piftol  not  haying  been  touch¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Yates ;  (lie  fays  one  time 
he  did  touch  the  piftol'^  at  another 
time  he  did  not  touch  tjie'piftp].; 
but  I  muft  obferve  this,  that  thi? 
piftol  muft  have  been  £Xt;emely 
carelefsly  ufed  by  Sellers;  he  mini 
have  cocked  it  before  he  went 
down,  unlefs  he  was  cocking  it  at 
the  time  ;  if  he  carried  it  ^down 
cocked  at  the  time,  he  ought  to 
have  been  very  careful  not  to  kvs 
put  that  piftol' fo  near  Mr.  Yates  as 
to  endanger  his  life;  but  that  is  a 
matter  perhaps  that  will  affeSt  'me 
degree  of  guilt  as  to  the  pumfh- 
ment,  if  you  find  him  guilty  of 
man  (laughter ;  then  here  is  a' dr* 
cumftance  that  will  lead  you  to  de¬ 
cide  whether  the  piftol  was  fired 
off  accidentally  or  wilfully.  It  ir), 
on  the  whole  you  think  it.  was  find 
off  wilfully,  you  will  find  Seilers 
guilty  of  the  murder;  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  you  think  there  is  not 
evidence  fufficient  to  lead  you  to 
fay  he  fired  off  this  piftol  wilfully, 
but  accidentally,  there  being  rio 
pofitive  and  direeft  proof  that  u  was 
fired  wilfully,  you  will  find  h;m 
guilty  of  manflaughter  only,;  and 
you  will  remember  this,  that  in  a 
doubtful  cafe,  the  chara&er  of  ,a 
man  ought  always  to  weigh  and 
ftand  him  in  good  ftead  ;  and.  if  a 
man  has,  during  his  whole  life,  as 
was  ftated  by  fome  of  the  witnefies 
ever  fince  1772,  for  24  years  ;  fa  vs 
another  for  20  years  ;  fays  anorber 
he  has  been  uniformly  marked  for 
his  humanity  and  the  nftldnefs  of 
his  difpofition  ;  it  is  a  ftrong  cir¬ 
cumftance  to  weigh  in  a  doubtful 

cafe 


cafe  in  the  man’s  fate.  You  will 
therefore  fay,  under  all  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  whether  you  think 
there  is  evidence  fufficient  to  be^ 
Jieve  he  fired  it  wilfully  ;  if  you 
think  fo,  you  will  find  him  guilty 
of  a  mo  ft  ferious  murder ;  if  you 
think  he  fired  it  accidentally,  you 
will  find  him  guilty  of  manflaugh- 
ter,  and  lefs  than  that  you  cannot 
find  him  guilty  of. 

16.  A  court  of  common  council 
was  held,  when  the  lord- mayor  ad- 
drefted  the  court  on  the  expediency 
of  taking  into  immediate  confide- 
ration  the  prefent  high  price  of 
bread.  —  Heobferved,  that  although 
the  flock  of  wheat  in  hand  was  very 
confiderable,  that  great  quantities 
were  ftill  importing;  that  the  harveft 
had  been  attended  with  uncommon 
fine  weather,  and  from  univerfal 
report,  with  abundant  crops,  yet 
the  price  of  flour  was  ftill  very 
high,  and  he  conceived  difpropor- 
tioned  to  the  price  of  wTheat.  He 
obferved  that  the  mills  in  the  fouth- 
ern  part  of  the  kingdom,  which 
formerly  fupplied  the  London 
markets  with  flour,  now,  through 
the  medium  of  canals,  fent  their  pro¬ 
duce  to  the  country  markets ;  again, 
that  by  the  deftrudtion  by  fire  of  the 
Albion  mills,  which  had  fupplied 
the  markets  with  flour,  and  which 
challenged  a  fair  competition  with 
other  venders  of  flour,  they  now 
ceafed  to  operate— in  fhort  the  capi¬ 
tal  now  depended  on  its  fupply  of 
flour  from  a  confined  body  of  men, 
whofe  motives  might  be  perfedlly 
fair  and  honourable;  but  he  could 
not  reconcile  the-comparative  ftate- 
ment  of  the  price  of  wheat  and 
flour  at  different  periods  with  the 
prefent.  In  the  year  1778,  the 
price  of  wheat  for  52  Mondays  was 
40s.  qd.y — flour  was  fold  at  36s. 
6d. — again  in  1787,  wheat  was 
fold  at  4 is.  i-d.— flour  at  32s. 
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1 1  id-  byt  on  the  15th  of.  Augiift 
1796/when  wheat  fold  at  40s.  3  id. 
flour  was  returned  at  50s. ;  he  there¬ 
fore  appealed  to  the-  honourable 
court,  whether  fome  enquiry  ought 
hot  to  be  immediately  made,  or 
fome  method  adopted  to  giv'd 
every  confirmer  of  brfead  a  fair  op- 
portunity  of  purchasing  that {  ne- 
ceflary  commodity  at  the  mo  ft  mo¬ 
derate  price.  It  had  been  fuggefted 
in  another  place,  and  from  refpec-y 
table  authority,  that  the  erection  of 
mills  might  benefit  the  public,  and 
that  the  baker  or  private  confumer 
might  purchafe  his  own'  corn,  and 
have  it  ground  on  his  own  account. 
No  doubt  every  fociety  was  bohnd 
to  aflifi:  its  members,  and  promote 
the  general  benefit;  and  he  con¬ 
ceived  that  the  corporate  body  of 
the  capital  would  be  higfily  praife- 
worthy  in  promoting  t'heJ  happinefs 
of  their  induftrious  poor,  and  ad¬ 
opting  fuch  means  as  may  beft: 
conduce  to  fo  defirable  a-n  end.  He 
did  not  charge  or  criminate  any 
fet  of  menh  his  .dutyHed  him  to 
confider  the  general  intereft  of  this 
great  city,  and  while  he  thought  it 
fair  and  honourable  that  the  man 
of  bufinefs  ftiould  reap  the  profits 
of  his  labour,  yet  be  alio  conceived 
it  was  an  a<ft  of  juftice,  as  well  as 
mercy,  that  the  confumer  fhould 
enjoy  his  commodity  at  a  reafon- 
able  price. 

Deputy  Merry  perfedlly  agreed 
with  the  lord-mayor,  and  moved, 

4  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee 
to  take  into  confideration  the  caufes 
of  the  prefent  high  price  of  flour, 
and  to  make  an  immediate  report  ;* 
which  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Powell. 

Alderman  Pickett  compliment¬ 
ing  the  lord-mayor  for  his  public 
exertions,  hoped  that  the  motion 
would  convey  to  the  public  that  it 
originated  from  the  information  fo 
properly  conveyed  by  the  lord- 
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mayor;  but  it  was  conceived  by 
the  court  more  proper,  that  the 
fentiments  of  the  court  fhould  be 
made  in  a  feparate  motion,  and 
again  Mr.  deputy  Merry  moved, 
4  That  the  thanks  of  the  court  be 
given  to  the  right  hon.  the  lord- 
.  mayor,  for  his  extenfive  informa¬ 
tion  refpedting  the  high  price  of 
hour,  which  operates  fo  much  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  public,’  which 
was  immediately  feconded  by  al¬ 
derman  Pickett. 

Deputy  Merry  then  moved  for 
6  A  committee  to  be  appointed,  to 
confift  of  the  lord-mavor,  court  of 
aldermen.  and  one  commoner  from 
each  ward,  to  take  into  confidera- 
tion  the  caufes  of  the  high  price  of 
hour,  while  grain  is  cheap,  and 
to  make  a  fpeedy  return  of  the  belt 
means  of  removing  fo  oppreflive  aii 
evil.* 

Liverpool ,  Sept.  17.  This  morn¬ 
ing,  a  little  before  one  o’clock,  a 
moil  dreadful  fire  broke  out  in  a 
large  warehoufe,  belonging  to  Mr. 
Hervey,  in  Cheapfide  ;  which,  not- 
withftanding  every  polfible  exer¬ 
tion,  could  not  be  got  under  till 
the  whole  warehoufe,.  with  all  its 
valuable  contents,  was  confumed. 
The  top  part  was  occupied  by  Mr. 
Middleton,  as  a  cotton  manufac¬ 
tory,  where  the  fire  broke  out ;  oc- 
cafioned,  as  is  fuppofed,  by  the 
fir  iff  ion  of  one  of  the  wheels  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  works.  In  the  low¬ 
er  part  were  eleven  thoufand  mea- 
fui  ‘es  of  wheat,  belonging  to  meffrs. 
Corrie,  Gladftone,  and  co.  which, 
with  a  large  quantity  of  hides,  rum, 
brandy,  and  other  fpirits,  were 
entirely  deftroved.  About  three 
o’clock,  the  front  part  of  the  ware¬ 
houfe  fell  into  the  ftreet,  direHly 
upon  one  of  the  fire-engines  that 
was  then  working,  which  occafi- 
oned  a  fcene  of  horror  impoflible 
to  be  deferibed ;  three  men  were 


cru filed  to  pieces  on  the  fpot ;  ten 

more  were  carried ‘to  the  infirmary 

in  a  dreadful  fituation,  two  of  whom 

died  immediately.  Turn  of  the  de» 
* 

ceafed  were  foldiers  belonging  to 
the  Tay  Fencibles;  the  others  are 
a  butcher  and  two  of  the  people 
belonging  to  the  engine. 

17.  William  Clerk  ivas  indicted 
for  the  wilful  murder  of  Michael 
Con  ner,  a.  boy  of  ten  years  of  age, 
by  driving  over  him  the  Newmar¬ 
ket  mail  coach. — Tt  appeared  in 
evidence,  that  on  the  i 6th  of  Au- 
guft,  the  duke  of  York’s  birth-day, 
a  great  concourfe  of  people  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  affembled  in  Bifhopf- 
gate-fireet,  and  this  mail  coach 
came  driving  up  at  a  furious  rate;  in 
confequence  of  which  the  boy, 
Michael  Conner,  was  run  over,  and 
wounded  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
he  died.  Several  witneffes  were 
called  to  prove  that  fiifticient  warn¬ 
ing  had  not  been  given  of  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  mail  coach  ;  but  it 
was  not  clearly  afcertained  whether 
the  noife  of  the  perfons  affembled 
had  not  prevented  the  blowing  of 
the  horn  from  being  heard.  Seve- 
ral  witneffes  proved  the  general 
good  charderter,  fobriety,  and  go  ,d 
nature  of  the  prifoner.  He  did  not 
know  of  the  accident  having  taken 
place  till  he  was  ten  miles  out  of 
town,  and  had  expreffed  much  bor¬ 
row  upon  the  occafiom  Mr.  Bol¬ 
ton,  coachmafter,  bore  teftimony 
to  the  prisoner's  character,  and' 
likewife  faid,  that  the  contractors1 
for  the  mail-coaches  were  obliged 
to  reach  the  place  of  their 'deftina- 
tion  in  a  given  time,  which  made  it 
neceffary  to  drive  with  great  rapi¬ 
dity.  Similar  teftimony  was  given 
by  other  perfons.  The  jury  with¬ 
drew,  and  were  out  of  court  up¬ 
ward  of  two  hours.  When  they 
returned,  they  pronounced  the  pri¬ 
foner,.  not  guilty  ;  but  the  foreman, 

in 
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in  tl]C  name  of  them  all,  faid,  they 
thought  that  any  party  driving  at 
the  rate  at  which  this  coach  was 
driven,  would  be  highly  reprehen- 
fible ;  they  fubmitled  that  opinion 
to  the  learned  judge,  and  wilhed  to 
hear  a  declaration  upon  that  fubjedt 
from  the  bench;  for  it  was  a  fub- 
jedt  111  which  a  great  part  of  the 
public  was  deeply  interefted.  Mr. 
baron  Thompfon  faid,  it  was  the 
judgment  of  the  jury  to  acquit  this 
man.  He  could  not  make  a  ftrong- 
erj  obferyation  upon  the  impro¬ 
priety  of  this  furious  driving  than 
had  already  been  made  by  the  jury. 
The  prifoner  had  been  very  fortu¬ 
nate,  indeed,  in  this  acquittal.  He 
hoped  he  would  never  drive  again 
with  the  fame  fury  in  the  ilreets. 
He  hoped  alfo,  that  this  would  be 
a  leffon  to  others,  by  which  they 
would  be  taught  to  be  careful. 
There  W2s  no  excufe  for  fuch 
driving.  The  contradfs  of  indi¬ 
viduals  were  not  to  fet  at  defiance 
the  law  of  the  land  ;  nor  were  the 
jives  of  mankind  to  be  put  in  dan¬ 
ger  in  order  to  fulfil  any  contradfs. 
He  hoped  that  in  future  all  mail- 
coachmen,  as  well  as  others,  would 
be  cautious  how  they  drive  in  the 
public  Ifreets.  The  prifoner  was 
then  difcharged. 

This  day,  the  feflions  ended, 
when  five  capital  convidfs  received 
fentence  of  death;  129  were  ordered 
to  be  tranfported  beyond  the  Teas 
for  the  term  of  feven  years ;  24  to 
be  imprifoned  in  Newgate;  11  to 
be  imprifoned  in  the  houfe  of  cor¬ 
rection  for  the  county  of  Middle¬ 
sex  at  Clerkenwell,  four  to  be  fined 
is.  each  and  difcharged;  and  three 
to  be  publicly  whipped. 

William  Dean,  John  Williams, 
James  Petty,  Robert  Simmons, 
William  Chadwbch,  Michael  Ro- 
binfon,  John  White,  Anthony 
Chandler,  Jofeph  Salmon,  Alex- 
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ander  Colefworth,  John  Saunders, 
James  Hardwick,  alias  Aullin,  Wil¬ 
liam  Miller,  William  Collins,  James 
Vandercum,  James  Abbott,  John 
Sharp,  John  Jacques,  Richard  Ap- 
pletree,  and  Thomas  Smith,  pri- 
foners  who  have  been  capitally  con- 
vidfed,  but  their  judgments  'refpit- 
ed  bv  his  maieftv  during  his  roval 
pleafure,  received  fentence  to  be 
tranfported  to  the  Eaftern  coaft  of 
New  South  Wales,  or  fome  one  or 
other  of  the  iflands  adjacent,  for 
the  term  of  their  natural  lives. 

Among  the  p>rifoners  ordered  to 
be  imprifoned  in  Newgate,  is  John 
Sellers,  whofe  fentence  is  to  be  im¬ 
prifoned  fix  months,  and  fined  is. 
The  recorder  faid,  that  the  prifoner 
had  been  tried  for  the  wilful  mur¬ 
der  of  Thomas  Yates.  That  he 
had  been  found  guilty  of  man- 
fiaughter.  The  jury  had  found  him 
a  trefpafler,  who  had  been  guilty 
of  negligence  ;  and  very  grofs  neg¬ 
ligence,  in  the  ufe  of  a  moft  dan- 
gerous  weapon,  ft  was  much  to  be 
lamented  that  bv  the  indifcretion  of 
any  man,  fo  dangerous  a  weapon 
fhould  have  been  fent  to  a  houfe 
filled  with  ftrife,  the  occupiers  of 
which  were  fo  much  at  variance* 
and  had  fhewn  a  difpofition  which 
led  to  the  difturbance  of  the  public 
peace.  To  that  indifcretion,  which 
could  not  be  too  much  reprobated, 
was  to  be  attributed  the  crime  fqr 
which  the  prifoner  had  to  anfwer. 
If  he  had  a  proper  fenfe  of  his 
fault,  he  would  never  be  guilty  of 
a  like  offence  in  future;  and  he 
fhould  remember,  that  if  he  fhould 
commit  another  man  (laughter,  the 
punifhment  of  the  law  for  that  of¬ 
fence  would  be  death. 

Plymouth ,  Sept.  23.  Ye  Herd  ay  at 
four  o’clock,  the  Amphion  fri¬ 
gate  of  32  guns,  captain  Ifrael 
Pellew,  lafiied  along-fide  the  Prin* 
ceffa  hulk,  blew  up  with  a  dread- 
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fill  explofion.-  The  fhock  felt  was 
like  an  earthquake.  lira  moment 
the  fore  part  of  the  fhip  was  Scat¬ 
tered  in  ioooo  ill i vers,  and  no¬ 
thing  but  wreck  to  be  feen.  There 
were  near  300  men,  women,  and 
children  on  board  when  this  {hock¬ 
ing  accident  happened.  The  re 
turns  this  morning  are,  captain 
Pellew,  one  lieutenant,  one  purfer, 
one  midfhipman,  one  mate,  one 
boatfwain  and  mate,  and  33  Tea¬ 
men  and  marines  faved :  feveral  of 
thefe  badly  won  tided.  The  reft, 
{hocking  to  relate,  configned  to 
eternity  !  About  42  bodies  were 
picked  up,  and  carried  to  the  bone- 
houfe  of  the  royal  hofpital,  and 
placed  in  coffins,  among  which  are 
fix  young  women.  How  this  ac¬ 
cident  happened,  is  as  yet  un¬ 
known.  Captain  Pellew,  captain 
Swaffield,  of  the  Overyftel  of  64 
guns,  and  a  lieutenant  of  the  Am- 
pfeion,  were  dining  together;  hear¬ 
ing  fome  buftle,  captain  Pellew 
and  the  lieutenant  ran  into  the 
quarter-gallery,  and  the  fhip  in- 
ftantly  blew  up  forward.  Captain 
Pellew  was  blown  on  the  hulk,  and 
the  lieutenant  into  the  water.  Both 
were  faved,  but  captain  Pellew 
was  wounded  in  the  face,  and  the 
lieutenant  in  the  leg.  Captain 
Swaffield,  Mr.  Spry,  jun.  upholder, 
of  Dock,  and  his  foil,  were  all  funk 
with  the  wreck,  A  ferjeant  of  the 
North  Devon  was  alfo  blown  up, 
with  feveral  other  perfous  viftting 
their  friends,  it  being  the  anniver¬ 
sary  of  his  majefty’s  coronation. 
The  mafter,  gunner,  carpenter,  and 
mates,  lieutenant  Campbell,  of  the 
marines  (nephew  of  colonel  Camp¬ 
bell)  are  among  the  unfortunate  fuf- 
ferers. 

OCTOBER. 
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this  day,  for  the  county  of  Surry, 
Elizabeth  Hale,  pin-header,  was 
put  to  the  bar,  on  the  profecntion 
of  the  parifti  of  St.  Mary  Magda¬ 
len,  Bermondfey,  for  afiaulting  and 
beating  two  female  children,  her 
apprentices-— Jane  Bray  and  Sophia 
Ingram.  Jane  Bray  depofed,  that 
{he  was  bound  to  the  prifoner  as  an 
apprentice,  on  the  5th  of  April 
laft.  The  prifoner,  for  a  little 
while,  ufed  them  very  well,  but* 
after  fome  time,  began  to  beat  and 
kick  th  em  about,  and  would  drag 
them  up  and  down  ftairs,  making 
ule  of  the  moft  horrible  expref- 
fions.  She  always  kept  a  rod  leak¬ 
ing  in  brine,  with  which  fhe  ufed 
to  beat  them  on  their  bare  (kin, 
when  they  were  undreffed  to  go  to 
bed  :  if  fne  could  not  find  the  rod 
immediately,  the  would  beat  them 
with  her  lift,  and  fometimes  with 
the  kettle  ladle.  They  both  did  as 
much  work  as  they  could  ;  but 
their  miftrefs  made  them  begin  at 
four  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and 
continue  clofe  at  it  till  ten  or 
eleven  at  night,  always  beating 
them  for  no  particular  caufe,  and 
very  frequently  going  out  without 
leaving  them  either  a  dinner  or  fup- 
per.  They  never  had  a  bellyful  ; 
fometimes  they  had  nothing  all  day 
long,  but  fix  potatoes  and  a  little 
fait  for  their  dinner.  Ann  Harland 
ferved  her  apprenticefliip  to  Hale, 
and  wrought  there  three  or  four 
weeks  with  the  children.  She  de-? 
feribed  them' as  very  good  girls,  but 
rather  weakly  ;  and  faid  they  earn¬ 
ed  their  miftrefs  from  is.  to  i4d, 
daily,  which  was  as  much  as  ihe 
could  do  when  fne  had  ferved 
twelve  months  of  her  time.  She 
corroborated  the  evidence  of  the 
child,  as  to  the  beating  and  hours 
of  labour,  which,  flie  faid,  were 
umrfuatly  long,  as  the  cuftom  of 
the  trade  is  to  work  only  twelve 

hours. 
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hours.  Catharine  Human  worked 
alfo  for  Hale,  and  generally  carri¬ 
ed  her  work  home  to  the  fhop. 
On  calling  one  daV,  the  miftrefs 
was  out,  as  fire  learned  from  the 
children,  drinking.  When  (became 
to  the  door,  and  knocked,  the 
children  begged  her,  for  God’s 
fake,  to  go  to  the  door,  as  their 
mill  refs  would  knock  them  down 
as  foon  as  ihe  came  in.  The  wit- 
nefs  accordingdv  went  to  the  door, 
and  as  foon  as  the  prifoner  was  ad¬ 
mitted,  flie  knocked  the  witnefs 
down.  She  then  went  down  Hairs, 
and  brought  lip  a  board,  with  which 
ihe  beat  the  children  very  feverely. 
Bray  had  a  large  lump  on  her 
fhoulder;  and  the  little  girl  In¬ 
gram’s  arms  and  hands  were  fo 
bruifed  by  continual  beating,  as  to 
be  fcarce  able  to  hold  her  work. — 
The  beadle  of  Bermondfey  depo- 
fed,  that  he  found  the  children  Bray¬ 
ing  in  the  ftreet,  between  nine  and 
ten  at  night.  He  took  them  home 
to  the  prifoner.  On  his  going  to 
leave  them  there,  the  children  cried, 
and  faid  they  fhoukl  be  murdered. 
The  miftrefs  then  faid  fhe  would 
not  take  them  in  at  all,  as  that  was 
the  cafe.  He  then  took  them  to 
the  maker  of  the  workhoufe  ;  and 
the  parifli,  much  to  their  credit, 
inftituted  the  prel'ent  profecution. 
The  evidence  is  given  as  it  relates 
to  both,  though  the  alfaults  were 
tried  feparately,  as  the  fame  wit- 
rteftes  were  on  both.  Jane  Bray, 
the  eld  eft,  is  only  eleven  years  of 
-age,  and  Sophia  Ingram,  the 
youngeft,  is  but  nine  years  old. 
The  jury  found  the  prifoner  guilty 
of  both  indictments ;  and  the  chair¬ 
man  palled  fentence,  that  fhe  ihould 
pav  a  fine  of  3s.  4d.  and  be  im- 
prifoned  in  the  houfe  of  correction 
fix  months  for  each  offence. 

8.  William  Swift,  aged  ninety- 
three,  for -an  aftaultand  an  attempt 
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to  ravifh  a  young  girl,  has  been 
fentenced,  at  York  feftions,  to  be 
imprifoned  and  kept  to  hard  labour 
for  two  vears. 

j 

14.  Yefterday,  a  court  of  com¬ 
mon-council  was  held  at  Guild¬ 
hall,  when  Mr.  Hodgfon  informed 
the  court,  that  fince  he  intended  to 
bring  his  motion  forward  refpeCH 
ing  an  addrefs  and  petition  to  his 
majefty,  relative  to  the  prefen t 
calamitous  fituation  of  the  nation, 
praying  him  to  difmifs  his  minifters 
from  his  prefence  and  councils  for 
ever — his  majefty’s  fpeech  fully  ex- 
preffed  all  he  wilhed  to  explain  in 
his  addrefs,  and  he  begged  leave 
to  withdraw  the  fame,  which  was 
to  have  been  feconded  by  Mr. 
Waithman,  who  w^as  of  the  fame 
opinion. 

Mr.  Deputy  Leekey  and  Mr. 
Kemble  gave  it  as  their  opinion, 
that  the  court  being  in  pofleffion  of 
the  motion,  they  had  a  right  to 
difpofe  of  it ;  they  then  moved  the 
fame,  and  Mr.  Birch  moved  an  a- 
mendment,  by  leaving  out  ail  the 
words  after  the  word  ‘  That,’  and 
fubftitnting  4  a  dutiful  and  loyal 
addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty, 
moll  humbly  to  exprefs  our  grate¬ 
ful  thanks  for  his  moll  gracious 
communication  to  both  houfes  of 
parliament,  of  his  intentions  to 
fend  a  perfon  to  Paris  with  powers 
to  negociate  a  peace  in  general, 
and  to  exprefs  ouf  moft  fanguine 
hopes  that  the  meafures  may  tend 
to  an  honourable  and  folid  peace 
for  Great  Britain  and  her  allies. — - 
To  congratulate  his  majefty  on  the 
general  attachment  of  his  people 
to  the  Britifh  conftitution,  and  on 
the  energy  and  wifdom  of  the  efta- 
blilhed  laws,  which  have  reprefled 
the  endeavours  of  thofe  who  wifhed 
to  introduce  anarchy  and  confulion 
over  the  country.  To  allure  his 
majefty,  that  if  the  event  of  the 

ne<xo- 
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negotiation  prove  ineffectual,  and 
fruftrate  his  endeavours  to  main 7 
:ain  and  fecure  for  the  future  the 
general  tranquillity,  the  court  will, 
:o  the  utnlbft  of  their  power,  fup- 
port  and  alii  ft  his  maj  efty  to  op- 
pQfe,  with  increased  activity,  the 
Further  efforts  with  which  this  king¬ 
dom  may  have  to  contend,  as  the 

•  0  t  *  ' 

only1  ‘manner  of  obtaining,  at  a  fu¬ 
ture  period,  the  fubftantial  peace 
ive  have  all  fo  great  a  right  to  ex- 

o  o 

pecft/  ' 

The  amendment  was  feconded 
by  Mr.  Powell,  and  after,  a  long  de¬ 
bate  was  .carried,  the  numbers  be¬ 
ing  as  follows :  for  the  amendment 
135  ;  againft  it  14. 

20.  A  circumftance  occurred  at 
:he  mayor’s  dinner  at  Bath,  which 
reflects  much  honour  on  the  police 
of  that  city,  and  the  prudent  con- 
;lu<Ct  of  its  inhabitants.  Great  quan¬ 
tities  of  meat  being  taken  away  un¬ 
touched  from  the  tables,  fome  gen¬ 
tlemen  were  obferving  what  a  feaft 
it  would  be  to  the  poor  people  at 
the  prifon  ;  upon  which  the  mayor 
informed  the  company,  that  he 
had  the. day  before  made  inquiry  at 
the  gaol,  and  found  the  keeper  its 
only  inhabitant,  there  being  not  a 
Angle  felon  or  debtor  in  it. 

27.  Yefterday,  the  lord-mayor, 
accompanied-  by  the  aldermen.  Le 
Mefurier,  Clark,  fir  James  Sander- 
fon,  flr  Benjamin  Hammett,  fir  J. 
Earner,  Newman,  Bovdell,  Ander- 
fon,  Lufhington,  the  two  Sheriffs, 
recorder,  and  other  city  officers, 
and  about  fifty  of  the  common- 
council,  were  introduced  to  the 
king  at  St.  James’,  and  prefented  the 
city  ^ddrefs.— After  receiving  the 
addrefs,  the  king  was  pleafed  to 
confer  the  honour  of  knighthood 
nn  the  two  fheriffs.,  now  flr 
Stephen  Langfton,  and  flr  William 
Staines.  •  ■ 
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11.  Raft  night,  an  affray  took 
place  at  a  public  houfe,  in  Cow- 
crofs,  near  Smith-field,  between  a 
party  of  confrables,  watchmen,  & c. 
"find  a  number  of  di  (orderly  per  ions 
of  .both  fexes/affembled  at  what  is 
called  g.  4  cock  and  hen  club/ 
The  men  being  moftiy  armed  with 
cutlaffes  and  knives,  made  a  despe¬ 
rate  refiftange,  and  wounded  feve- 
2‘al  of  the  peace  officers  in  fo 
Blocking  a  manner  that  one  is  flnce 
dead.  Three  of  the  ringleaders 
were  taken  into  cuftody,  and  un¬ 
derwent  an  examination  before  the 
magiftrates  in  Hatton -garden,  who 
committed  them  to  Clerkenweil 
Bridevyeli. 

14.  On  Saturday  night  died  in 
St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital,  of  the 
wounds  he  received  on  Thurfday 
night,  in  Cow-crofs,  Mr.  Brewer, 
beadle  of  St.  Sepulchre’s  pariih 
without ;  he  has  left  a  widow  and 
flx  children.  The  unfortunate  per-* 
fons  continue  dangeroufiy  ill. 

1  7.  On  Monday  night  laft  a  riot, 
very  little  inferior  to  that  which  oc¬ 
curred  at  Cow-crofs,  took  place  in 
Broad -ftreet,  St.  Giles’  :  a  number 
of  people  were  defperately  wound¬ 
ed,  fome  of  whom  now  lie  danger- 
011  fly  ill.  The  affray  originated  at 
the  houfe  of  one  Stack,  a  publican, 
whofe  houfe  for  many  years  has 
been  the  refort  of  the  lower  and 
moft  abandoned  clafs  of  Irifhmen. 
They  were  all  taken  before  Mr. 
Bond  at  the  Public-office  in  ffow- 
ftreet,  where  they  underwent  an  ex.- 

amination. - The  publican  was 

committed,  and,  as  a  farther  pu~ 
niihment,  will  be  deprived  of  his 
licence. 

.20.  This  day,  in  the  court  of 
King’s-benCh,  Jo'feph  Burks  was 
brought  into  court  to  receive  fen- 

X  tence 
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tence,  for  publishing  a  falfe  and 
fc.andalous  libel,  entitled  4  A  Sum¬ 
mary  of  the  Duties  of  Citizenfhip, 
written  for  the  ufe  of  the  London 
Correfponding  Society.’  Mr:  juft- 
ice  Afhhurft  addrefled  the  prifoner 
in  a  long  fpeech,  in  which  he  point¬ 
ed  out  the  falfehood,  calumny,  and 
pernicious  tendency  of  the  libel, 
the  obje#  of  which,  he  oblerved, 
was  to  bring  into  reproach,  and 
overturn,  the  wife  and  moft  excel¬ 
lent  eftablifhments  of  the  country. 
The  pri Toner’s  plea,  that  he  was 
not  the  author  of  the  libel,  could 
not  in  the  leaft  avail  him  ;  for  the 
publifhers  were  much  more  dan¬ 
gerous  and  crfminal  in  the  eve  of 
the  law,  than  the  authors  of  libels, 
becaufe  they  diffufed  the  calumny 
all  over  the  country.  After  feveral 
other  judicious  remarks,  the  judge 
pronounced  the  following  fentence, 
viz.  That  he  be  imprifoned  in  the 
boufe  of  corre#ion  at  Cold-Bath- 
fields,  and  there  kept  to  hard  labour 
for  the  term  of  two  years,  and,  at 
the  expiration  thereof,  enter  into 
a  recognizance  in  the  fum  of  500I. 
for  his  good  behaviour  for  feven 
years. 

Admiralty-office ,  Nov.  21,  1796. 
Extra#  of  a  Letter  from  Capt. 

Bowen,  of  the  Terpfichore,  to 

Sir  John  Jervis,  Commander  in 

Chief  in  the  Mediterranean,  dated 

at  Gibraltar,  0#ober  23,  1796. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  in- 
ftanf,  at  daylight,  we  difcoVe'red  a 
frigate  to  windward,  (landing  to¬ 
wards  us.  About  eight  I  ctmld 
perceive  her  making  every  prepa¬ 
ration  for  battle,  and  was  then  ap¬ 
parently  in  chace  of  us.  Our  fitua- 
tion  altogether  w’as  fuch  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  my  being  over  deli’rous  of  en¬ 
gaging  her.  Out  of  our  final  l  com¬ 
plement  of  men,  we  had  left  30  at 
the  hofpital,  and  we  had  more  than 
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that  number  ftill  on  board  in  our 
ftck  and  convalefcent  lifts,  all  of 
whom  were  either  dangeroufty  ill 
or  extremely  weak.  We  were 
fcarcely  out  of  fight  of  the  fpot 
where  we  knew  the  Spanlfti  fleet 
to  have  been  cruizing  only  two 
days  before ;  and  in  fa#  we  had 
flood  on  to  look  for  them,  with  a 
view  of  afcertaining  their  move¬ 
ments.  A  fmall  Spanifli  veflel, 
which  we  conje#ured  to  be  a  fort 
of  tender,  was  palling  us,  fleering 
toward  Carthagena,  fo  that  I  could 
hardly  flatter  myfelf  with  being 
able  to  bring  the  frigate  off  in  the 
event  of  a  vi#orv,  or  of  even  ef- 
caping  myfelf,  if  difabled.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  evidently  appeared 
that  nothing  but  a  flight  and  fu- 
perior  failing  could  enable  me  tc 
avoid  an  a#ion ;  and  to  do  thal 
from  a  frigate  apparently  not  much 
fuperior  to  us,  except  in  point  oi 
bulk,  would  have  been  committing 
the  chara#er  of  one  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fliips  more  than  I  could 
bring  myfelf  to  reftolve  on.  I  there¬ 
fore  continued  Handing  on  without 
any  alteration  of  courfe. 

Having,  with  infinite  fatisfa#ior 
and  comfort  to  myfelf,  command¬ 
ed  the  Terpfi chore’s  crew  for  twc 
years  and  a  half,  through  a  prett) 
confiderable  variety  of  fervice,  1 
well  knew  the  veteran  fluff  whicl 
I  had  ftill  left  in  health  to  depenc 
upon,  for  upholding  the  chara#ei 
of  Britifli  fearnen  ;  and  I  felt  m3 
mind  at  eafe,  as  to  the  terminatior 
of  anv  a#ion  with  the  frigate  ir 

tri  *  V  O' 

fight  only. 

oJ 

At  half  paft  nine,  Hie  came  with¬ 
in  hail,  and  hauled  her  wind  or 
our  weather  beam  ;  and  as  I  con¬ 
ceived  fhe  only  waited  to  plac.( 
herfelf  to  advantage,  and  to  poin 
her  guns  with  exa#nefs.  and  bein£ 
myfelf  unwilling  to  lofe  the  poft 
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tion  we  were  then  in,  I  ordered 
one  gun  to  be  fired,  as  a  trier  of 
her  intention.  It  was  fo  inftanta- 
neoufly  returned,  and  followed  up 
by  her  whole  broadfide,  that  I  am 
confident  they  muff  have  done  it 
at  the  fight  of  our  flafli.  The 
adion,  of  courfe,  went  on,  and  we 
foon  diicovered  that  her  people 
would-  not  or  could  not  refill  our 
fire.  At  the  end  of  about  an  hour 
and  forty  minutes,  during  which 
time  we  had  twice  wore,  and  em¬ 
ployed  about  twenty  of  the  laft 
minutes  in  chace,  fhe  furrendered. 
At  this  period  fhe  appeared  almoft 
entirely  d Tabled,  and  we  had  drawn 
up  ciofe  along  fide,  with  every  gun 
well  charged  and  well  pointed.  It 
was,  nevertheless,  with  confidera- 
ble  difficulty  that  I  prevailed  on 
the  Spanifh  commander  to  decline 
the  receiving  of  fuch  a  broadfide 
by  Submitting ;  and  from  every 
thing  which  1  have  fince  learned, 
the  perfonal  courage,  conduct,  and 
zeal  of  that  officer,  whofe  name  is 
don  Thomas  Ayalde,  was  fuch 
during  the  action,  notwithffanding 
the  event  of  it,  as  refieds  on  him 
the  greateft  honour,  and  irrefiftibly 
imprefles  on  my  mind  the  higheft 
admiration  of  his  character. 

After  (from  the  effed  of  our  fire) 
all  his  booms  had  tumbled  down, 
and  rendered  his  wafte  guns  Unser¬ 
viceable,  all  the  ftanding  rigging 
of  his  lower  mails  (hot  away,  and, 

I  believe,  nearly  every  running 
rope  cut  through,  and  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  his  people  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed,  he  Still  prefevered  (though  he 
could  rally  but  few  of  his  men)  to 
defend  his  fhip,  almolt  longer  than 
defence  was juftifiable.  Had  there 
been  the  fmalleft  motion  in  the  fea, 
every  malt  mufl  inevitably  have 
gone  by  the  board. 

Our  lofs  (which  will  appear  by 
1796. 
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the  inclofed  lift)  has  been  lefs  than 
could  have  been  expected;  but  our 
malts,  fails,  and  rigging  were  found 
to  be  pretty  much  cut  up. 

The  fpirited  exertions  of  every 
officer,  man  and  boy,  belonging  to 
the  fhip  I  command,  as  well  in  the 
adion  as  in  the  Securing  two  dis¬ 
abled  fhips,  and  bringing  them  in- 
ftantly  off  from  a  critical  litiiatiou 
by  taking  the  prize  in  tow,  and  by 
their  mediant  labour  ever  fince, 
will,  I  truft,  when  their  Small  num¬ 
ber  is  considered,  place  them  in  a 
light  Superior  to  any  praife  which 
I  could  beftow.  I  am  even  unwil¬ 
ling  to  Speak  of  the  particular  con- 
dud  of  any  of  the  officers;  but  the 
talents  displayed  by  the  fir  ft  lieu¬ 
tenant  (Devonshire),  who  was  but 
juft  out  of  our  fick  lift,  during  the 
adion,  added  to  his  uncommon 
fatigue  in  taking  care  of  the  prize, 
and  the  very  able  manner  in  which 
he  eonduded  and  prepared  to  de¬ 
fend  her,  entitles  him  to  this  distinc¬ 
tion,  and  proves  him  highly  deferr¬ 
ing  of  the  recommendation  you 
gave  him.  with  his  appointment  in 
the  Weft  Indies.  And  although  I 
had  rather  any  other  perfon  fhould 
obferve  the  condud  of  a  brother 
of  mine  in  adion,  and  Speak  of  it  af¬ 
terward,  yet  I  feel  it  to  be  my  du¬ 
ty,  as  captain  of  the  fhip,  to  ftate, 
that  I  thought  Mr.  Bowen’s  (the 
Second  lidbtenant)  condud  was 
particularly  animating  to  the  fhip’s 
company,  and  ufeful,  from  the 
great  number  of  guns  which  he  Saw 
well  pointed  in  the  courfe  of  the 
adion;  added  to  which,  from  the 
abfence  of  the  fifft  lieutenant 'bn 
board  the  prize,  the  labouring  oar 
of  this  fhip  had  fallen  on  him  ;  and, 
in  my  mind,  the  talk  we  have  had 
Since  the  adion  has  beer,  infinitely 
more  arduous  than  that  of  the  ac¬ 
tion  itfelf, 

(S) 
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The  name  of  the  prize  is  the 
Mahonefa,  carrying  on  the  main 
deck  26  Spanifh  twelves,  (weighing 
eighteen  ounces  more  than  ours) 
eight  Spanifh  fixes  on  the  quarter 
deck,  and  a  number  of  brafs  co¬ 
horns,  fwivels,  &c.  had  on  board 
275  'men,  befide  fix  pilots,  qualified 
for  the  Mediterranean  as  high  as 
Leghorn,  and  to  be  put  on  board 
admiral  Langara’s  fleet,  which  fhe 
had  been  fent  from  Carthagena  to 
look  for.  She  was  built  in  1789, 
at  Mahon,  is  of  very  large  di men¬ 
tions,  meafuring  1114.  tons  and  a 
half  Spanifh,  was  before  the  a6tion 
in  complete  good  condition,  and  is 
eonfidered  by  the  Spanifti  officers 
the  faffeft  failor,  one  of  the  beft 
eonftru&ed,  and,  what  they  attach 
oonfiderable  importance  to,  the 
handfomeft  frigate  in  their  navy. 

Both  the  frigates  have  this  mo¬ 
ment  anchored  in  fafety.  I  am, 
&c. 

(Signed)  R.  Bowen. 

Terpfichore  mounts  32  twelve 
and  fix  pounders ;  complement  of 
men  215. 

Killed. — None. 

Wounded.— Mr.  Richard  Hobbs 
(acfting  boatfwain)  (lightly  in  the 
toot  ;  John  Roberts  (quarter- 
mafter)  loft  his  left  thigh  ;  and  two 
teamen. 

The  Mahonefa,  by  the  beft  ac¬ 
counts  I  have  been  able  to  colleft, 
had  about  30  killed  or  died  of  their 
wounds,  the  day  of  the  action,  and 
about  the  fame  number  wounded, 
feveral  of  whom  are  fince  dead. 

22.  On  Saturday,  was  appre¬ 
hended  on  board  the  Sans  Pareil 
guard  (hip,  at  Spithead,  by  two  of 
the  officers  belonging  to  the  police 
office,  Hatton  garden,  William 
Dunn,  one  of  the  perfons  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  murder  of  Mr.  Ed¬ 
ward  Brewer  at  the  watch-houfe  in 
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Cow-crofs,  and  fafely  lodged  in 
Bridewell,  Cold  Bath-fields,  on 
Sunday  afternoon. 

This  day,  William  Arnold  and 

William  Rvan  were  committed  to 
✓ 

Newgate,  by  William  Blamire,  efq. 
for  the  wilful  murder*  of  David 
Brewer,  at  Cow-crofs. 

DECEMBER, 

3.  Yefterday,  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
William  Arnold,  William  Ryan, 
and  Francis  Dunn,  were  indidted 
for  the  wilful  murder  of  David 
Brewer,  the  beadle  of  St.  Sepul¬ 
chre’s  parifh,  at  Cow-crofs.  (See 
p.  (63).  The  jury  acquitted  Ryan, 
and  found  Arnold  and  Dunn  guilty. 

5.  This  day,  foon  after  eleven 
o’clock,  the  fubfcription  for  eigh¬ 
teen  millions  fterling,  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  enfuing  year,  clofed  at 
the  Bank  ;  and  fuch  was  the  gene¬ 
ral  defire  to  fubfcribe,  that  the 
court-room  was  a  fcene  of  the  ut- 
moft  confufion.  Many  gentlemen 
were  altogether  dilappointed ;  and 
thofe  who  could  get  near  the  books 
to  put  down  their  names,  did  fo 
with  the  utmoft  difficulty.  There 
was  very  little  remaining  to  be  fub- 
fcribed  ;  for  a  great  number  of  or¬ 
ders  had  been  received  by  Mr* 
Newland  in  the  morning  from  the 
country,  which  claimed  a  prefer¬ 
ence  ;  and  accordingly  the  doors 
were  (hut  fome  time  until  thefe 
commiffions  were  written  down. 

The  fame  day,  a  court  of  com¬ 
mon-council  was  held  at  Guildhall, 
to  confider  a  motion  for  granting 
an  aid  to  government  on  the  pre- 
fent  exigencies  of  ,  affairs.  The 
lord -mayor  laid  before  the  court 
the  requifition  he  had  received 
from  feveral  members  of  the  court; 
alfo  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pitt,  and  his 
lord  Blip’s  anfwer  thereto,  which 

were 
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were  read.— Mr.  Dixon  began  by 
Bating,  that  he  had  learned  that  the 
books  were  (hut  at  the  Bank,  and 
that  it  was  too  late  to  fubfcribe ;  he 
had  therefore  a  proportion  to  make, 
which  was  to  refer  it  to  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  confider  of  fome  further 
plan  for  afliffing  the  exigencies  of 
the  Bate  in  the  prefent  conjunc¬ 
ture,  and  to  fubmit  the  fame  to 
the  confideration  of  the  court.  De¬ 
bates  enfued  for  a  long  time,  in 
which  it  was  urged  that  no  notice 
ought  to  be  taken  of  the  report 
that  the  loan  was  filled  up  ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  the  court  fhould 
fubfcribe  a  fum  equal  to  the  digni¬ 
ty  of  the  city,  Alderman  Newn- 
ham  then  moved  for  a  fubfcrip- 
tion  of  ioo, cool,  on  the  terms 
propofed  at  the  Bank,  which  was 
agreed  to  on  a  divifion,  there  be¬ 
ing  for  the  queftion  eight  aider- 
men,  71  commoners,  and  two  tel¬ 
lers,  and  againB  it  three  com¬ 
moners,  and  two  tellers.  The  lord- 
mayor  was  requefied  to  write  in  the 
name  of  the  court  a  fubfcription 
of  ioo,oool.  A  committee  of  all 
the  aldermen  and  a  commoner  out 
of  each  ward  was  appointed  to  con¬ 
fider  the  beft  means  of  railing  the 
money  on  the  credit  of  the  city.— 
The  chamberlain  having  Bated  the 
balance  ofcalh  in  hand  to  be  near¬ 
ly  40,0001.  Mr.  Goodbehere  mov¬ 
ed  an  amendment,  by  leaving  out 
all  the  words  after  the  word  4  That,’ 
and  fubftituting  4  this  court  feel 
highly  gratified  at  the  completion 
of  the  loan  of  18  millions;  and 
being  defircus  at  all  times  to  give 
every  conBitutional  fupport  to  the 
country,  this  corporation  will  re- 
ferve  its  pecuniary  aid  to  be  here¬ 
after  brought  forward,  according 
to  the  ability  of  the  chamber,  and 
the  exigency  of  the  Bate  ;  which, 
after  a  long  debate,  was  withdrawn, 
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and  the  original  queBion  for  a  com¬ 
mittee  put  and  negatived. 

6.  YeBerday  an  indictment  was 
preferred  againB  John  Smith,  for 
pnblifhing  a  lalfe,  fcandalous,  and 
feditious  libel,  entitled  4  The  Du¬ 
ties  of  Citizenfhip,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  London  Correfponding  Socie¬ 
ty,’  reflecting  on  the  king  and  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  country.— The  fact 
of  publilliing  being  proved  againB 
the  defendant,  the  jury,  without 
hefitation,  pronounced  him  guilty. 
He  will  receive  fentence  next  term. 
This  pamphlet  is  the  fame,  for  the 
publication  of  which  Jofeph 
Birks  was  lately  fentenced  to  two 
years  imprifonment  in  the  houfe  of 
correction,  Clerkenwell. 

YeBerday  morning,  FrancisDunn 
and  William  Arnold  were  execut¬ 
ed  oppofite  the  debtor’s  door  of 
Newgate,  for  the  murder  of  Mr. 
Brewer  in  the  affray  at  Cow-crofs. 

10.  The  following  was  yeffer- 
day  given  in  general  orders,  at 
Brighton,  in  confequence  of  two 
recent  courts-martial. 

G,  O.  Head-quarters ,  Brighton , 
Dec.  1796. 

Capt.  Francis  Gailini,  of  the 
Weff  Middlefex  regiment  of  mili¬ 
tia,  tried  by  a  general  court-martial, 
held  at  Canterbury  on  the  9th  of 
November  laB,  and  on  feveral  fub- 
fequent  days,  on  the  following 
charges : 

I..  ‘  Ufing  provoking  fpeeches 
to  his  fuperior  officer,  captain  Wil¬ 
liam  Bird,  on  the  general  parade  of 
the  regiment. 

2.  4  Giving  a  challenge  to  fight 
a  duel  with  captain  William  Bird, 
on  the  general  parade  of  the  regi¬ 
ment. 

3.  4  Sending  a  challenge  to  capt. 
William  Bird,  to  meet  him  in  capt. 
Bayly’s  tent’ — 

Has  been  acquitted  of  the  firff  arts- 
2)  cle 
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cle  of  charge,  and  found  guilty  of 
the  fecond  and  third  articles,  in 
breach  of  the  2d  article  of  the  7th 
fedtion  of  the  articles  of  war  ;  and 
fentenced  to  be  cafhiered.  But  the 
court,  taking  into  conftderation  the 
whole  of  the  circumftances,  did 
moll  humbly  recommend  that  his 
majefty  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  mitigate  the  fentence  (which  the 
court  was  bound  to  adjudge),  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  his  majefty  might 
be  pleafed  to  diredl. 

Colonel  N.  Bayly,  of  the  fame 
regiment,  tried  by  a  general  court- 
martial  at  Canterbury,  on  the  29th 
of  the  faid  month,  and  on  fubfe- 
quent  days ; 

For  behaving  in  a  fcandalous, 
infamous  mariner,  fuch  as  was  un¬ 
becoming  the  character  of  an  of- 
ficer  and  a  gentleman,  by  ftriking 
major  Richard  Wood  a  blow  on 
the  face,  in  a  room  adjoining  the 
room  in  which  the  general  court- 
martial  was  then  aftembled  ;  and 
by  reafon  of  the  very  improper 
conduct  and  behaviour  before  the 
faid  court,  prior  to  his  retiring  into 
the  faid  room  with  the  faid  major 
Wood,  thereby  betraying  the  ut- 
moft  contempt  and  difrefpedf  for 
the  faid  president  and  members* 
has  been  found  guilty  of  that  part 
only  of  the  article  of  charge  which 
relates  to  the  ftriking  of  major 
Wood,  in  defiance  ol  good  order, 
but  not  to  the  intent  as  is  defcribed 
in  the  faid  article  of  charge;  and 
is  adjudged  to  aik  pardon  of  the 
faid  major  Richard  Wood,  in  the 
prefence  of  the  general,  command¬ 
ing  in  Canterbury,  and  the  officers 
commanding  corps  in  that  garrifon. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a 
letter  received  by  general  fir  Charles 
Grey,  from  the  judge  advocate-ge¬ 
neral,  on  this  fubjeift;  and  his  raa- 
iefty’s  pleafure  thereby  fignified,  is 
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to  be  fully  and  immediately  ex¬ 
ecuted  : 

SIR,  Graf ton-Jlreet,  Dec* 

I  have  had  the  honour  of  laying 
before  his  majefty  the  proceedings 
of  a  general  court-martial,  held  at 
Canterbury,  on  the  9th  day  of  No¬ 
vember  laft,  and  on  fubfequent 
days,  for  the  trial  of  captain  F, 
Gallini,  of  the  Weft  Middlefex  re¬ 
giment  of  militia ;  and  alfo  the 
proceedings  of  a  general  court- 
martial,  held  at  Canterbury,  on  the 
29th  day  of  the  faid  month,  and 
on  fubfequent  days,  for  the  trial  of 
Colonel  N.  Bayly,  of  the  fame  re¬ 
giment;  the  charges  againft  whom 
refpe&ively,  together  with  the  re- 
fpedlive  fentences  of  the  general 
court-martial,  are  hereunto  annex¬ 
ed. 

The  king  having  taken  the  fame 
into  his  royal  conftderation,  has 
commanded  me  to  exprefs,  that  his 
majefty  had  for  a  confiderable  time 
noticed,  with  concern,  the  difien- 
fions  and  animofities  which  have 
prevailed  in  the  Weft  Middlefex 
regiment  of  militia ;  and  when  at 
laft  his  majefty  had  entertained 
hopes  of  thofe  animofities  having 
fubfided,  has  been  much  difap- 
pointed  to  find  that  fome  latent 
fparks  of  refentment  have  kindled 
and  burft  forth  afrefli. 

With  regard  to  captain  Gallini, 
inafmuch  as  it  appears  that  he  had 
not  a  premeditated  intention  of 
quarrelling  with  captain  Bird  at  the 
time  in  queftion,  but  hafty  and  pe¬ 
tulant  words,  reciprocally  ufed, 
gave  fudden  rife  to  the  challenge — 
his  majefty,  adverting  alfo  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  court  mar¬ 
tial,  is  gracioufly  pleafed  to  over¬ 
look  this  inftance  of  'mifcondiuft, 
and  to  remit  the  fentence.  But  his 
majefty  expe&s  that  capt.  Gallini 
and  .capt,  Bird  do  refpeclively 

pledge 
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pledge  their  honour  to  the  general  14.  Yefterday,  there  was  a  meet- 
officer  commanding  his  majefty ’s  ing  of  the  livery  in  London  in  coin¬ 
forces  at  Canterbury,  that  their  mon  hall,  when  the  lord-mayor  in- 
mifunderftanding  ffiall  not  have  any  formed  them,  That^  in  confequence 
further  conlequences.  of  a  requisition  figned  by  55  gen- 

As  to  colonel  Bayly,  whofe  fu-  tlemen  of  the  livery,  he  had  cali- 
perior  fftuation  of  coJonel  of  the  ed  the  meeting  •  that  he  intended 


regiment  ftiould  naturally  have  led 
him  to  fet  an  example  of  modera¬ 
tion,  his  majefty  laments  that  hie 
flionld  have  fuffered  a  guft  of  paf- 
fion  fo  far  to  have  got  the  domi¬ 
nion  over  him,  as  to  have  given  a 
blow  to  the  major  of  the  regiment, 
and  his  majefty  cormot  but  think 
the  offence  aggravated  by  the  time 
and  the.occafton  on  which  it  hap¬ 
pened  ;  namely,  when  the  queftion 
between  them  was  actually  under 
the  confideration  of  the  arbitrators, 
to  whom  it  had  been  referred  with 
their  mutual  confent ;  but  as  the 
court-martial  has  thought  that  the 
matter  may  be  adjufted,  confidently 
with  the  honour  -of  both  parties, 
by  colonel  Bayly’s  affiing  pardon 
of  major  Wood,  in  the  manner 
prefcribed  by  the  fe.nte.nce,  his  ma- 
jefty  is  gracioufly  pleafed  to  affient 
to  that  :meafure,  expedting  that 
each  of  thofe  officers  do  likewife 
pledge  his  honour  that  the  affair 
ffiall  not  have  any  further  confe- 
quences. 

His  majefty  has  —  com¬ 
manded  i"'2*'  *-0  intimate,  to  the  end 
<nat  it  may  be  announced  to  the 
officers  of  the  faid  regiment  collec¬ 
tively,  that  if  any  officer  fhall  in 
future  fuffer  any  quarrel  or  difpute 
to  break  in  upon  the  peace  and 
good  order  of  the  corps,  his  majefty 
will,  however  reluctantly,  give,  or¬ 
ders  for  fuch  officer  being  dif- 
placed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

(Signed) . Charles  Morgan. 

General  fir  Charles  Grey, 

Jv.  B,  See. 


to  take  no  part  in  the  queftion 
himfelf,  and  a  flu  red  the  livery 
they  might  rely  on  his  adting  with 
the  ftridieft  and  moft  upright  juft- 
ice. 

►  Mr.  Hanfon  then  moved  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

‘  That  the  reprefentatives  of  this 
city  in  parliament  be  inftrudted  to 
move,  or  fupport  a  motion  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  for  cenfuring 
the  m milters  for  having  taken  upon 
themfelves  to  fend  the  money  of 
the  people  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
emperor  of  Germany  during  the 
fitting  of  parliament,  without  the 
confent  of  iparliament.’ 

Aldermen  Curtis,  Lufliington, 
Anderfon,  and  Sanderfon,  oppofed 
the  motion,  on  the  ground  of  the 
neceffity  of  having  Mr.  Pitt’s  rgg* 
fons.  They  were  replied  cu  Dy 
:Mr.  alderman  Coinbe,  Mr.  W. 
Smith,  Mr.  iWaithman,  and  Mr. 
Hanfon,  who  fpoke  in  favour  of 
the  motion  ;  and,  after  a  of 

two  hours.  'vas  dlvlded» 

wtivn  lvif.  Hanlon  s  motion  was 
carried  by  a  great  marjority. 

16.  Copy  of  the  letter  tranfmi-t- 
ted  to  all  the  admirals  and  cap¬ 
tains,  whofe  names  were  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Gazette  by  earl 
,\  Howe,  as  having  fignalized 
themfelves  in  the  adtion  of  the 
ift  of  June,  1794,  accompa¬ 
nying  the  medal  which  has  been 
prefented  (o  them. 

My  Lord,  or  Sir, 

The  king  having  been  pleafed  to 
order  a  certain  number  of  gold 
medals  to  be  /truck,  in  commemo- 
(E  3)  ration 
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ration  of  the  victory  obtained  by 
his  majefty’s  fleet  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  earl  Kowe  over  that  of 
the  enemy,  in  the  actions  of  the 
22,9th  of  May,  and  ift  of  June,  1 794, 
I  am  commanded  by  his  majefty  to 
prefent  to  your  lordfhip  one  of  the 
medals  abovementionfed,  and  to  fig- 
nify  his  majefty’s  pleafure  that  you 
fliould  wear  it  when  in  your  uni¬ 
form,  in  the  manner  defcribed  by 
the  directions  which  (together  with 
the  medal  and  ribband  belonging 
to  it)  I  have  the  honour  to  tranl- 
mit  to  you. 

I  am  alfo  commanded  by  his 
majefty  to  acquaint  your  lordfhip, 
that,  had  it  been  poflible  for  all  the 
officers  on  whom  his  majefty  is 
pleafed  to  confer  this  mark  of  his 
approbation,  to  attend  perfonally  in 
London,  his  majefty  would  have 
prefenttd  the  medal  to  each  of 
them  in  perfon ;  but  that  being, 
from  various  caufes,  at  this  time 
impofiible,  his  majefty,  in  order  to 
obviate  all  further  detay,  has  there¬ 
fore  been  pleafed  to  diredf  them  to 
be  forwarded  in  this  manner.  . 

Allow  me  to  exprefs  the  great 
fat  is  fad  ion  I  feel  in  being  made 
the  channel  of  communicating  to 
your  lordfhip  fo  diftinguifhed  a 
mark  of  his  majefty’s  approba¬ 
tion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  dec. 

Spencer. 

Admiralty,  Nov.  30,  1796. 

The  admirals  to  wear  the  me¬ 
dal  fufpended  by  a  ribband  round 
jtheir  necks.  The  captains  to  wear 
the  medal  fufpended  to  a  ribband, 
but  faftened  through  the  third  and 
fourth  button  hole,  on  the  left  fide. 
The  colour  of  the  ribband  blue  and 
\vhire. 

17.  At  a  court  of  common- 
council,  Mr.  Birch  moved.  That 
an  addrefs  be  prefehted  to  his  rna- 
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jefty,  to  thank  him  for  the  meafures 
he  has  gracioufly  thought  proper 
to  communicate  to  both  houses  of 
parliament,  on  the  recent  manifefto 
of  the  court  of  Madrid,  declara- 
tory  of  war  againft  Great  Britain, 
and  to  afliire  his  majefty  of  the  fteady 
and  firm  determination  of  this  court 
to  fupport  the  moft  vigorous  mea¬ 
fures  to  repel  any  hoftilities  that 
may  be  made  againft  his  majefty’s 
crown,  and  the  profperitv  of  thefe 
kingdoms. 

The  motion  was  feconded  by 
Mr.  deputy  Leekey,  and  agreed  to. 
A  committee  was  appointed  to 
draw  up  the  addrefs,  which  being 
done,  was  read,  agreed  to,  and  or¬ 
dered  to  be  presented  by  the  whole 
corporation,  &c. 

Mr.  Dixon  informed  the  court, 
that  he  intended,  at  the  next. court, 
to  bring  forward  the. following  mo¬ 
tion,  viz.  ‘  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  court,  that  the  pecuniary 
aid  recently  furniflied  by  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  minifters  to  the  emperor, 
has  been  produ&ive  of  great  ad¬ 
vantage  to  Great  Britain,  and 
enabled  the  emperor,  not  only  to 
withftand  the  defperate  attempts 
of  the  French  armies  to  overrun 
Germany,  but  alfo.  has  .given  a 
decided  and  favourable  turn  to  the 
war,  and  .opened  a  fairer. profpedl 
of  obtaining  an  hortmirablie  peace 
to  this  country  and  her-ialliesP  .  . 

S;f.  Peterjburgh ,  Nov.  18.  La  ft 
night  her  imperial  majefty,  who 
had  been  feized  with  an  apopledfic 
fit  on  the  preceding  day,  expired 
at  a  quarter  before  tern  o’clock. 

Immediately  after  her  Imperial 
majefty’s  deceafe,-the  emperor  Paul 
was  proclaimed  before  the  palace 
in  the  ufual  form,  and  the  whole 
court,  which  was  thfere  aftembled 
in  anxious  expedlation  from  the 
moment  of  the  empre-fs’  accident 
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to  the  moment  of  her  death,  im¬ 
mediately  took  the  oath  of  allegi¬ 
ance  to  the  new  fovereign,  as  did  the 
four  regiments  of  guards ;  and  every 
thing  palfed  with  the  greateft  orther 
and  tranquillity. — London  Gazette* 

21.  A  common  council  was 
yefterday  held  at  Guildhall,  when 
Mr.  Dixon,  in  a  fpeech  of  fome 
length,  brought  forward  the  motion 
before  alluded  to,  which  was  fup- 
ported  by  Mr.  Woodbridge,  Mr. 
Birch,  aldermen  Luftiington  and 
Glynn,  Mr.  Pearkes,  fir  Benjamin 
Hammet,  and  Mr.  Sutherland  ;  and 
oppofed  by  aldermen  Skinner  and 
Combe. 

Mr.  Bodley  moved,  that  all  the 
words  after  4  this  court5  be  left 
out,  and  the  following  fubftituted, 
namely,  4  that  no  circum fiance 
whatever  (hall  alienate  this  corpo¬ 
ration  from  its  firm  fupport  of  the 
three  eftates  of  thefe  realms,  in 
their  diftin<ft  and  found  rights,  a- 
greeable  to  the  principles  of  our 
happy  conflitution,’  which-  was 
negatived,  there  being  two  aider- 
men,  40  commoners,  and  meflrs. 
Griffith  and  Simmonds,  tellers,  for 
it ;  and  nine  aldermen,  64  com¬ 
moners,  and  meffrs.  Dixon  and 
Birch,  tellers,  againft  it ;  majo¬ 
rity  31. 

Mr.  Dixon’s  motion  was  then 


put,  carried  by  a  great  majority, 
and  ordered  to  be  publifhed. 

22.  Yefterday  morning  when  the 
turnkeys  of  Newgate  were  prepar¬ 
ing  to  remove  the  convicts  fen- 
tenced  to  Botany  Bay,  among  whom 
was  the  noted  major  Semple,  (who, 
it  feems,  had  flattered  himfelf'  with 
the  hopes  of  a  pardon)  he  requeued 
permiflion  to  return  to  his  Cell,, 
which  was  granted.  Under  pre¬ 
tence  of  fearching  for  fome  riecef- 
farfes,  in  the  prefence  of  Mr.  Kir¬ 
by,,  jun.  he  fuddenly  drew  a  knife, 
and  ftabbed  himfelf  ill;  the  body. 
He  now  lies  extremely  ill,  refufes 
every  kind  of  full e nance,  and  de¬ 
clares  he  is  determined  to  put  an 
end  to  his  exigence. 

2 t .  Yefterday,  the  court  of  com¬ 
mon-council  agreed  to  a  refolu- 
tion,  u  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
court  that  the  pecuniary  aid  re¬ 
cently  furniftied  by  his  majefty’s 
miniftets  to  the  emperor  of  Ger¬ 
many,  has  been  produ<5five  of 
great  advantages  to  Great  Britain, 
and  enabled  the  emperor,  not  only 
to  withftand  the  defperate  attempts 
of  the  French  armies,  to  overrun 
Germany*  but  alfo  has  given  a  de¬ 
cided  and  favourable  turn  to  the 
war,  and-  opened  -a  fairer  profpe£t 
of  obtaining  an  honourable  peace 
to  Great  Britain  and  her  allies.” 
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■  El RTHS Jn  jh<?  Year  1796. 

Jan.  4.  Countefs  of  Aboyne,  a 
daughter. 

7.  Princefs  of  Wales,  a  princefs. 

14.  Lady  of  Richard  Brinfley 
Sheridan,  efq.  M.  P.  a  fon. 

— .  Lady  o!f  coi.  Gerard  Noel 
Edwards,  M.  P.  a  daughter. 

Feb.  t6.  Lady  of  Samuel  Whit¬ 
bread,  jun.-  efq.  M.  P.  a  fon. 

— .  Hon.  Mrs.  Leigh,  of  Ad- 
delftrop,  Oxfor  dlh  ire,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

15.  Lady  Brownlow,  a  daughter. 
19.  Lady  of  lir  William  Elliot, 

of.Stobbsvbart.  a  fon. 

27.  L^dy  Le  Defpencer,  a 
daughter. 

2$.  Lady  of  lord  Kilmaine,  a 

daughter. 

March  1.  Lady  of  fir  James 
Bland  Burges,  bart.  a  fon. 

18.  Lady  Eliz.  Spencer,  a  fon. 

— .  Lady  of  William  Cuniiffe 
Shaw e,  efq.  M.  P.  a  fon. 

— .  Hon.  Mrs.  Vaughan,  lady 
of  Dr.  Vaughan,  a  daughter. 

22.  Countefs  c?f  Oxford,  a  daugh¬ 
ter.  ...  ) 

25.  Vifcountefs  Fielding,  a  fon 
and  heir. 

27.  Lady  of  fir-Gjlbert  Heath- 
cote,  bart.  a  fon. 

30.  Lady  of  George  Sumner, 
efq.  M.  P.  a  fon. 

3 1 .  Duchefs  of  Leinfter,  a  fon. 
April  4,  Lady-  of  John  Pardoe, 

jun.  efq.  a  fon. 

— .  Lady  of  fir'  John  Turner 
Dryden,  bart.  a  fon.  ^  , 

9.  Lady  of  the  hon.  Lt.  Col.j 
Forbes,  a  fon. 

12.  Lady  of  fir  William  Smith, 
bart.  a  daughter. 

Lately!  lady  of  Reginald  Pole 
Carew,  M.  P.  a  daughter." 

May  6.  Lady  of  Alexander  Al- 
H^rd-yce,  M.  P.  a  daughter. 
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9.  Countefs  of  Cafiilis,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

15.  Lady  of  fir  Thomas  Which- 
cote,  bart.  a  daughter. 

18.  Marchionefs  of  Blandford,  a 
fon. 

31.  Countpfs  of  Darnley,  a 
daughter. 

June  11.  Lady  of  Richard  Aid- 
worth  Neville,  efq.  a  fon. 

16.  Lady  of  hr  John  Sinclair, 
bart.  of  Ulbfler,  a  daughter. 

21.  Lady  Sufan  Ryder,  a  daugh^ 
ter. 

July  1.  Mrs  Ainf worth,  wife  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Ainfwprth,  of  Lay- 
land,  in  Lancafhire,  of  her  twenty- 
ninth  child, 

29.  Lady  Charlotte  Duncombe, 
a  fon. 

— ,  Countefs  Paulett,  a  fo,n. 

— .  Lady  of  Charles  Duncombe, 
efq.  M.  P.  a  fon  and  heir. 

Aug..  1.  Lady  Rous,  a  fon. 

5.  Vifcountefs  Milfintown,  a 
fon. 

10.  Lady  Sondes,  a  fo-n, 

ij.  Lady  of  fir  William  Row- 
ley,  bart.  a  fon. 

16.  Countefs  of  Dalkeith,  a 
daughter. 

21.  Marchionefs  of  Titchfield,  a 
fon  and  heir, 

25.  Lady  of  fir  Thomas  Tur  ton, 
bart-.  a  daughter.  .  , 

31.  Lady  Cuningham,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

— .  Hon.  Mrs.  Temple,  a  fon. 

Sept.  13.  Lady  Augufla  Claver¬ 
ing,  a  fon. 

20.  Lady  Elizabeth  Loftus,  a 
fon/*  b . Lj  J 

22.  Lady  Cathcart,  a  daughter. 

-  30.  Lady  of  fir  Jamfcs  Sander- 

fon,  bart.  a  daughter’.  -J 

— .  Dowager  countefs  Winter- 
ton,  a  fon.  - 

CD?.  2.  Lady  George  Murray, 
a  fon. 

3.  Lady 


M  A  R  R  I 

\  **\ 

3.  Lady  of  Thomas  Anfon,  efq. 
,M»  P.  a  foil. 

16.  Lady  of  fir  Montague  Bur- 
goyne,  bart.  a  fon  and  heir. 

26.  Countefs  of  Breadalbane,  a 
Lon. 

Nov.  3.’  Ladv  of  the  right  hon.' 
Henry  Addington,  fpeaker  of  the 
•houfe  of  commons,  a  daughter. 

7.  Lady  of  William  Manning, 
ofq.  M.  P.  a  fon. 

9.  Lady  of  fir  Charles  Oakley, 
bart,  a  fon. 


MARRIAGES  in  the  Year  1  796. 

t  L,  ..... 

i  .  " 

JW.  6,  George  Henry  Rofe, 
.efq.  M.  P.  for  Southampton,  and 
fon  of  George  Rofe,  efq.  fecretary 
of  the  treasury,  and  M..  P.  for 
Chriflchurch,  to  mifs  Duncombe, 
daughter  and  coheirefs  of  the  late 
Thomas  Duncombe,  efq. 

10,  Ladv  Wilfon,  relief  of  the 
late  judge  Wilfon,  to  captain  Grif 
fiths,  of  the  navy. 

•  Feb .  6.  Thomas  Gardiner  Bram- 
fton,  efq.  el  deft  fon  of  Thomas 
Berney  Bramfton,  efq.  M.  P.  for 
Efiex,  to  mjfs  Blaauw,  daughter  of 
William  Blaauw,  efq. 

9.  Earl  of  Powerfcourt,  to  mifs 
Brownlow. 


— .  Robert  Lifton,  efq.  ambafiador 
to  the  Sublime  Porte,  to  mifs  Plen- 
rietta  Marchant,  of  Antigua. 

28.  Earl  of  Guilford,  to  mifs 
Coiitts,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Coutts,  efq.  banker,  in  the  Strand. 

March  1.  Henry  Thornton,  efq. 
M.  P.  to  mifs  Sykes,  daughter  of 
Jofeph  Sykes,  efq.  of  Weft  Ella, 
York  (hi re. 

Lately,  James  Dalrymple,  efq. 
to  the  countef»dowager  of  Hadding¬ 
ton. 

16.  Hon.  Thomas  Parker,  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  earl  of  Macclesfield,  to 
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mifs  Edwards,  daughter  of  Lewis 
Edwards,  efq.  of  Talgerth,  Bderi- 
onethfh.ire. 

29.  Sir  Robert  Wilmot,  bart.  to 
mifs  Grimfton,  daughter  of  rhe  late 
Robert  Grimfton,  efq,  of  Nefvvick, 
Yorkfhire, 

April  16.  Earl  Temple,  to  lady 
Anne  Elizabeth  Brydges,  daughter 
of  the  late  duke  of  Chandos. 

19.  Edward  Wilbrabam  .Bootle, 
efq.  M.  P.  to  mifs  Taylor,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  rev.  Edward  Taylor,  of 
Bifrons,  Kent. 

27.  Sir  Thomas  Henry  Liddell, 
•bart.  to  mifs  Maria  Simpfon,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  John  Simpfon,  efq. 

of  Bradley. 

✓ 

26.  Mr.  Taylor,  furgeon,  at  Se- 
venoaks,  to  lady  Louifa  Stanhope, 
daughter  of  earl  Stanhope. 

— .  Lord  Porchefter,  fon  of  the 
earl  of  Carnarvon,  to  mifs  Ack- 
land,  daughter  of  Lady  Harriet 
Ackland. 

Lately,  capt.  Talbot,  to  Lady 
Elizabeth  Strangeways,  daughter  of 
the  earl  of  Ilchefter. 

May  3.  Hon.  and  right  Rev.  Dr. 
William.  Stuart,  biftiop  of  St.  Da¬ 
vid’s,  to  mifs  Penn,  daughter  of  the 
late  hon.  Thomas  Penn,  efq.  pro¬ 
prietor  of  Penufylvania.  * 

11.  Sir  Edmund  Head,  bart.  to 
mifs  Weftern,  of  Cokethorpe, 
Oxfordshire. 

Thomas  Sherlock  Gooch,  efq. 
eldeft  fon  of  fir  Thomas  Gooch, 
bart.  to  mifs  Whittaker,  fifter  of 
Abraham  Whittaker,  efq.  of  Lv- 
ft on  -  h 011  fe,  Here fo r  i  fh  i  r e . 

14.  Hugh  Dillon  Mafley,  efq. 
eldeft  fon  of  lir  Hugh  Maftey,  bart. 
to  mifs  S  Hankev,  daughter  of  the 
late  Thomas  Hankey,  efq. 

June  3.  George  Wright,  efq. 
only  fon  of  fir  James  Wright,  bart. 
to  mifs  Maclane,  only  daughter 

and 
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and  heirefs  to  the  late  Charles 
Maclaine,  efq.  of  Okingbam. 

ii.  Sir  George  Glvn,  baft,  to 
•mifs  Catharine  Powell,  daughter 
"  and  coheirefs  of  the  late  rev.  Gervas 
Powell,  of  Lanhara,  in  Glamor- 
ganfhire. 

2$.  Sir  Richard  Gamon,  bart. 
M.  P.  to  lady  Amelia  Cooke. 

— .  Sir  Nigel  Bowyer  Grefley, 
bart.  to  mifs  Gar  way  of  Wor- 
ceflcr. 

27.  Rev.  Charles  Talbot,  fecond 
fon  of  the  hon.  and  rev.  Charles 
Talbot,  to  lady  Elizabeth  Somer- 
fet,  daughter  of  the  duke  of  Beau¬ 
fort. 

30.  Hon.  William.  Leefon,  bro¬ 
ther  of  the  earl  of  Miltown,  to  mifs 
Buchanan. 

July  4.  Lord  Andover,  to  mifs 
Coke,  daughter  of  Thomas  Wil¬ 
liam  Coke,  efq.  of  Holkam,  Nor¬ 
folk,  M  P. 

Lieutenant  Sloper,  fon  of  gene¬ 
ral  fir  Robert  Sloper,  K.  B.  to  mifs 
Kent,  daughter  of  Thomas  Kent, 
efq.  Ipfwich. 

5.  Lord  Blayney,  to  the  hon. 
mifs  Alexander,  daughter  of  lord 
Caledon. 

16.  Dr.  Spencer  Madan,  bifhop 
of  Peterborough,  to  mifs  Vyfe,  lifter 
of  general  Vyfe. 

25. "  Lieutenant-colonel  Pigott, 
to  mifs  Mary  Monckton,  daughter 
of  the  hon.  John  Monckton. 

26.  William  Wingfield,  efq.  to 
lady  Charlotte  Digbv,  lifter  of  the 
earl  of  Digby. 

Aug.  3.  Hon.  William  Hay 
Carr,  brother  to  the  earl  of  Errol, 
to  mifs  Elliot,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Elliot,  efq.  of  Antigua. 

6.  Lieutenant-colonel  Denzil 
Onflow,  to  the  hon.  mifs  Petre, 
daughter  of  lord  Petre. 

9.  Jofeph  Mawbey,  efq.  fon  of 
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fir  Jofeph  Mawbey,  bart.  to  mifs 
Henchman,  daughter  of  Thoma* 
Henchman,  efq.  of  New  Burling- 
ton-ftreet. 

12.  Sir  William  Ramfey,  of 
Banff,  bart.  to  mifs  Bifcoe,  of  Ed¬ 
ward -ftreet,  Portman-fquare. 

ir.  Francis  John  Brown,  efq. 
M.  P.  for  Dorfet,  to  mifs  Francis 
Richards,  daughter  of  the  rev. 
John  Ricliards,  of  Langbridge,  Dor¬ 
fet. 

30.  Robert  Dundas,  efq.  fon  of 
the  right  hon.  Henry  Dundas,  to 
mifs  Saunders,  daughter  of  the  late 
admiral  fir  Charles  Saunders. 

Sept.  2.  Sir  Thomas  Parkyns, 
bart.  to  mifs  Boultkees  of  Lei- 
cefter. 

6.  Sir  John  Davies,  bart.  to 
mifs  Leman,  daughter  of  fir  Wil¬ 
liam  Leman,  bart. 

22.  Edmund  Hornby,  efq.  to 

lady  Catharine  Stanley,  daughter  of 

the  earl  of  Derby. 

* 

29.  Sir  Thomas  Gage,  bart.  to 
mifs  Charlotte  Campbell,  coufin  to 
lord  Cawdor. 

Oa.  1.  Rev.  Samuel  Wilfon 
Warneford,  of  Broughton,  Oxford- 
fhire,  to  mifs  Loveden,  daughter  of 
Edward  Loveden  Loveden,  efq.  of 
Bufcot  Park,  Berks. 

7.  Lord  Templetown,  to  lady 
Mary  Montagu,  daughter  of  the 
earl  of  Sandwich. 

11.  John  Thomas  Stanley,  efq. 
eldeft  fon  of  fir  John  Stanley,  bart. 
to  the  hon.  mifs  Holroyd,  daughter 
of  lord  Sheffield. 

Nov.  18.  John  Wodehoufe,  efq. 
eldeft  fon  of  fir  John  Wodehoufe, 
bart.  to  mifs  Norris,  only  daughter 
of  the  late  John  Norris,  efq.  of 
Wilton  Park,  Norfolk. 

24.  His  excellency  count  de 
Bruhl,  to  mifs  Chowne,  heirefs  of 
the  late  Thomas  Chowne,  efq. 

Dec < 
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Dec.  10.  Hon.  Cropley  Alhley, 
brother  to  the  earl  of  Shaftelbury, 
to  lady  Anne  Spencer,  daughter  of 
the  duke  of  Marlborough. 


DEATHS  in  the  Year  1796. 

Jan.  7.  Frances  vifcountefs  Ken- 
tnure. 

10.  Qeorge  lord  Hervey,  fon  of 
the  earl  of  Briftol  (bilhop.of  Der¬ 
ry),  and  captain  of  the  Zealous 
of  74  guns. 

16.  Henry  William  Portman, 
efq.  father  of  Henry  Berkeley 
Portman,  efq.  M.  P. 

— .  Sir  Charles  Leving,  bart. 

18.  Hon.  Robert  Fitzmaurice 
Deane,  eld  eft  fon  of  lord  Mufkerry. 

19.  William  lord  Belhaven,  a 
major  in  the  army. 

20.  Sir  William  Burrel,  bart. 

27.  Sophia  Maria  Jofepha,  vif¬ 
countefs  Southwell,  of  Ireland. 

29.  Dowager  lady  Throckmor¬ 
ton,  relief  of  fir  Robert  Throck¬ 
morton,  bart.  of  Buckland,  Berks. 

;  Feb.  7.  Admiral  fir  Francis 
Geary,  bart. 

.  9,  Vifcountefs  Landaff  of  Ireland. 

i$.  Lady  of  ftr  John  Smyth, 
bart. 

15.  Thomas  Arthur,  vifcount 
Southwell,  of  Ireland. 

17.  James  Macpherfon,  efq.  of 
Putney  Park,  M.  P. 

27.  Hon.  Charles  Vane,  of 
Mount  Ida,  Nortolk. 

March  8.  Sir  William  Chambers, 
knt.  of  the  Polar  Star. 

9.  Lady  Knowles,  relief  of  the 
late  admiral  fir  Charles  Knowles, 
bart. 

10.  Hon.  John  Forbes,  admiral 
of  the  fleet,  and  general  of  marines. 

13.  Lady  Bridget  Tollemache, 
relidf  of  the  hon.  captain  Toile- 
maefre,  of  the  navy. 


15.  Countefs  Ludlow. 

1  7.  Marchionefs  of  Winchefter. 

1 8.,  Countefs  dowager  of  Aid- 
borough 

19.  Sir  Hugh  Paliifer,  bart.  ad¬ 
miral  of  the  white. 

21.  Sir  Thomas  Gage,  bart. 

22.  Lady  of  fir  Thomas  Parkyns, 
bart. 

26.  Humphry  Minchin,  efq. 
M.  P. 

28.  Lady  Mildmay,  relidl  of  ftr 
William  Mildmay,  bart. 

April  3.  Countefs  of  Welderen, 
filler  of  lord  Howard  de  Walden, 
and  lady  of  the  count  de  Walden, 
formerly  ambaflador  here  from  the 
United  Provinces. 

10.  Sir  Archibald  Edmonftone, 
bart. 

1 1.  Hon.  Thomas  Francis  Wen- 
man,  brother  to  vifcount  Wen- 
man,  and  fellow  of  All  Souls  Col¬ 
lege,  Oxford,  found  drowned  in 
the  river  Cherwell,  at  Oxford. . 

13.  Lady  of  the  hon.  Everard 
Arundel. 

— .  Sir  Bellingham  Graham, 
bart. 

20.  Lady  Anne  Maria  Monta¬ 
gue,  lifter  of  the  duke  of  Man- 
chefter. 

— .  In  childbed,  lady  of  John 
Pardoe,  jun.  efq.  M.  P. 

— - .  Lord  Somerville,  one  of  the 
fixteen  peers  of  Scotland. 

25.  John  Pardoe,  jun.  efq.  M.  P. 

28.  Spencer  earl  of  Northamp¬ 
ton. 

30.  Samuel  Beechcroft,  efq. 
many  years  a  director  of  the  bank. 

May  3.  Lady  Gertrude  Cromie. 

Lately,  Mr.  Hoggins,  of  Bolas, 
Shropftiire,  father  of  the  countefs 
of  Exeter. 

19.  Lady  Charlotte  Finch,  eldeft 
daughter  of  the  late  earl  of  Win- 

O 

cheater.  _ 

22.,  Thomas  vifcount  Falkland. 

27.  Lord 
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27.  Lord  Charles  Patrick 
Thomas  Townfhend,  youngeft  fon 
of  marquis  Townfhend.  $eept{ 33). 

23,  Primrofe  lady  Lovat. 

•  30.  Right  hon.  William  Burton 
Conyngham,  a  lord  of  the  treafury 
in  Ireland. 

>'  June  6.  Countefs  of  Sufiex. 

11.  Samuel  Whitbread,  efq.  of 
Bed  well-park,  Herts. 

July  14.  Lady  Hay,  relidt  of  fir 
Thomas  Hay,  of  Park,  bart. 

16.  Field-marfhal  fir  George 
Howard,  K.  B. 

— .  Right  hon.  William  Gerrard 
Hamilton. 

* — .  Rear-admiral  Carteret. 

26.  Sir  Roger  Moftvn,  bart. 

M.  P. 

21.  Robert  Burns,  the  celebrat¬ 
ed  Ayrfiiire  poet. 

Aug.  1.  Mrs.  Burrow,  lady  of 
Edward  Burrow,  efq.  of  Bromley, 
JsL  P. 

— .  Lieutenant-general  fir  Robert 
Pigot,  bart. 

— .  Edward  Blackett,  efq. 
eld  eft  fon  of  fir  Ed\vard  Blackett, 
part. 

3.  Lady  Gordon,  wife  of  fir 
William  Gordon,  K.  B. 

8.  Hon.  Mrs.  Marftiam,  filler  of 
the  late  lord  Romney. 

11.  Delves  Broughton,  efq.  eldeft 
fon  of  the  rev.  fir  Thomas  Brough¬ 
ton,  bart. 

12..  Robert  Beckford,  efq.  late 
M.  P.  for  Leomirifter. 

22.  Richard  Benyon,  efq.  M.  P. 

25,  David  earl  of  Mansfield. 

28.  John  Afkeil  Bucknail,  efq. 
of  Ox  hey,  Herts,  uncle  of  lord 
Grim  fto  n.- 

31.  Sir  Jofeph  Brooke,  bart.  of 
Seaton,  Yorkfhire. 

Sept.  13.  Vice  admiral  John 
Ford. 

14.  Sir  Alexander  Mackenzie, 
of  Coal,  bart.  major-general  in  ‘the 


fervice  of  the  Eaft  India  com¬ 
pany. 

20.  Hon.  Thomas  Lyon,  uncle 
to  the  earl  of  Strathmore. 

21.  Sir  John  Danvers,  bart. 

22.  James  lord  Cranftoun. 

24.  Rev.  and  right  hon.  John 
earl  of  Glencairn. 

27.  Mifs  Emilia  Law  fon,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  fir  Gilbert  Lawfonj 
bart.  < 

30.  Sir  Archibald  Grant,  of 
Monymufk,  bart. 

Oft.  1.  Rev.  James  Fordyce* 
D.  D.  author  of  Sermons  to  Young 
Women,  &c. 

6.  Lady  of  fir  Flenry  Dafhwood, 
bart.  of  Kirtlington  Park,  Oxford- 
fhire. 

7.  Rev.  Thomas  Reid,  D.  D. 

profeiTor  of  Moral  Philosophy  in 
the  univerfity  of  Glafgow.  ■ 

10.  Juliana  Maria,  dowager 
queen  of  Denmark.  - 

14.  Sir  John  Hopkins,  knt.  al* 
dermaii  of  Caftle  Baynard  Ward. 

1 5.  Victor  Amadeus  Marie,  king 
of  Sardinia. 

26.  Sir  Benjamin  Sinclair,  of 

Dunbeath,  bart.  > 

27.  C oun tefs  of  Abergavenny. 

— .  Sir  Michael  .Stewart,  of 

Blackall,  bart.  ■ 

— .  Hon.  Peter  John  Bathurft, 
third  fon  of  earl  Bathurft. 

31.  Archibald  earl  of  Egling- 
toun. 

Nov.  7.  Mary  duchefs  of  Rich¬ 
mond. 

16.  Thomas  Sommers  Cocks, 
efq.  brother  of  lord  Sommers. 

17.  Catharine  II.  emprefs  of 

Ruffia.  . ;  1 

19.  Hon.  Mrs.  North^  lady  of 
the  biftiop  of  Wine  heller. 

— .  Thomas  marquis  of  Bath. 

2 1.  Edward  Bearcroft,  efq.  chief 
juflice  of  Chefter. 

— .  Sir  William  Dick,  bart. 

si.  Sir 
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Hi,  Sir  Edmund  Head,  bart. 

— Hon.  Mrs.  Murray,  mother 
to  lord  Elibank. 

Dec.  17.  William  Picket,  efq.  al¬ 
derman  of  London. 

17.  Lord  John  Cavendifh,  uncle 
to  the  duke  of  Devonlhire. 

■  19.  Dr.  William  Buller,  bifhop 
of  Exeter. 

2$.  Prince  Lewis,  fecond  fon  of 
the  king  of  Pruffia. 


PROMOTIONS  in  the  Year  1796. 

Jan.  16.  Major-general  Prince 
Edward — a  lieutenant-general. 

Feb.  27.  John  earl  of  Bute — vif- 
count  Mountjoy,  earl  of  Wind- 
for,  and  marquis  of  the  county  of 
Bute. 

20.  Walter  Farquhar,  M.  D. — a 
bart. 

— .  Rear-admiral  Hugh  Clober- 
ry  Chriftian — K.  B. 

27.  David  Smyth,  efq.  of  Meth- 
ven — one  of  the  commiffioners  of 
judiciary  in  Scotland. 

— .  Allan  Machononchies,  efq. 
—  one  of  the  lords  of  feffion  in  Scot¬ 
land. 

March  10.  Robert  Lidon,  efq. 
ambafiador  to  the  Sublime  Porte— 
envoy  extraordinary  and  minifter 
plenipotentiary  to  the  United  States 
of  America. 

— .  Edward  Thornton,  efq. — 
fecretary  of  legation  to  the  laid 
United  States. 

12.  Earl  Flo  we — admiral  of  the 
fleet  and  general  of  marines. 

— .  Lord  Bridport— vice-admiral 
of  Great  Britain. 

— .  Hon.  William  Cornwallis — 
rear-admiral  of  Great  Britain. 

— .  Capt.  fir  Edward  Peilew, 
knt. — a  baronet. 

'  18.  Captain  Charles  Mitchel— a 

knt* 
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21.  William  Bellingham,  efq.  — a 
bart. 

23.  William  Watfon,  efq. — a 
knt. 

24.  Samuel  lord  Hood — mailer 
of  Greenwich  hofpital,  and  one  of 
the  commiffioners  or  governors 
thereof. 

April  6.  George  Pownall,  efq. — 
a  knt. 

16.  George  earl  of  Stamford — 
baron  Delamere  and  earl  of  War¬ 
rington. 

29.  Earl  of  Kinnoul  and  fir  Grey 
Cooper,  bart. — privy-counfellors. 

30..  John  Coxe  Hippifley,  Whar¬ 
ton  Amcotts,  Edmund  Cradock 
Hartopp,  Thomas  Turton  and  Ro¬ 
bert  Baker,  efqrs. — baronets. 

May  3.  Earl  of  Leven  and  Mel¬ 
ville — his  majeliy’s  commiffioner  to 
the  general  aflembly  of  the  church 
of  Scotland. 

11.  Francis  d’lvernois,  efq.— 
a;  knt. 

18.  Charles  earl  of  Northamp¬ 
ton-— lord-lieutenant  of  Northamp¬ 
ton  fliire, 

14.  Lieutenant-generals,  fir  D. 
Lindlay,  bart.  E.  Maxwell  Brown, 
Eyre  MafTey,  George  Warde,  Flow  ¬ 
er  Mocher,  fir  R.  Sioper,  K.  B* 
Staates  Long  Morris,  Ralph  earl  of 
Rofs,  fir  R.  Pigot,  bart.  fir  J,  Bal¬ 
ling,  bart.  Rulfel  Manners,  Thomas 
Hall,  James  Grant,  fir  W.  Fawcett, 
K.  B.  William  marquis  of  Lothian, 
K.  T.  fir  C.  Grey,  K.  B.  fir  Thomas 
Spencer  Wilfon,  bart,  George 
Morrifon,  Thomas  Clarke,  and 
Charles  Rainsford — to  be  generals 
m  the  army. 

j 

Major-generals  Anthony  George 
Martin,  Benjamin  Gordon,  hon. 
Thomas  Bruce,  George  Ainllie, 
James  Adeane,  Edward  Smith, 
Thomas  Bland,  Feiix  Buckley, 
Charles  William  Lyon,  Plenry 
Watfon  Powell,  Thomas  Stirling, 

George 
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George  Garth  and  Richard  Gren¬ 
ville— to  be  lieutenant-generals  in 
the  array. 

Colonels,  George  Bernard,  of  the 
84th  foot,  George  Nugent,  of  the 
85th  foot,  John  Bowater,  of  the 
marines,  Thomas  Averne,  of  the 
marines,  Thomas  Duval,  half  pay 
of  the  marines,  James  Barker,  half¬ 
pay  of  the  56th  foot,  John  Camp¬ 
bell,  of  the  marines,  Charles  Tar¬ 
rant  of  the  engineers  in  Ireland, 
William  Lewis,  of  the  marines, 
John  Barclay,  of  the  marines,  Wil¬ 
liam  Macarmick,  half-pay,  Wil¬ 
liam  Maddox  Richardfon,  of  the 
64th  foot,  John  Freke,  half-pay  of 
the  39th  foot,  Richard  England,  of 
the  24th  foot,  William  Keppel,  of 
a  Weft  India  regiment',  John  H. 
Hutchinfon,  of  the  94th  foot,  John 
Hamilton,  of  the  late  81ft  foot, 
Alexander  Hay,  of  the  109th  foot, 
Thomas  Goldie,  of  the  late  8ad 
foot,  Robert  Douglas  of  the  47th 
foot,  Simon  Frafer,  of  the  133d 
foot,  Thomas  Davies,  of  the  artil¬ 
lery,  Robert  Manners,  of  the  3d 
foot  guards,  William  Loftus,  of 
the  24th  dragoons,  William  Mvers, 
of  a  Weft  I  nciia  regiment,  Frede* 
rick  George  Mulcafter,  of  the  en¬ 
gineers,  Oliver  Nicols,  of  a  Weft 
India  regiment,  Alexander  Mercer, 
of  the  engineers,  George  Hewitt, 
of  the  92c!  foot,  and  James  Hart¬ 
ley,  of  the  75th  foot — -to  be  major- 
generals  in  the  army. 

Colonels,  Patrick  Rofs,  John 
Erfkine,  Robert  Stuart,  Thomas 
Geils,  Jofeph  Bilcliffe,  Edward 
Ellerker,  Gabriel  Johnfton,  George 
Deare,  William  Sydenham,  Ed¬ 
ward  Rawftor.ne,  James  Nichol, 
Charles  Ware,  and  George  Co- 
nyngham — to  the  major-generals  in 
the  Eaft  Indies  only. 

28.  Charles  lord  Hawkefbury— 
earl  of  Liverpool. 

6 


28.  Samuel  baron  Hood,  of  Ire¬ 
land — vifcount  Hood  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain. 

3 1  Francis  earl  of  Moray,  of  Ire¬ 
land — baron  Stuart  of  Caftle  Stuart, 
in  Invernefsfhire. 

— .  John  earl  of  Galloway — ba¬ 
ron  Stewart  of  Garlies,  in  theftew- 
artry  of  Kirkcudbright. 

— .  James  earl  of  Courtown  of 
Ireland  —  baron  Saltersford,  in  Che- 
{Eire. 

-t— .  George  earl  of  Macartney, 
in  Ireland  --  baron  Macartney  of 
Parkhurft,  in  Surry. 

— .  John  Chriftian  Burton,  vif¬ 
count  Downe  of  Ireland — baron 
Dawnay  of  Cowick,  Yorkftiire. 

— -.  George  vifcount  Middleton, 
of  Ireland — baron  Brodrick,  of 
Peppes  Harrow,  Surry. 

— .  Alexander  baron  Bridport  of 
Ireland — baron  Bridport  of  Great 
Britain. 

— .  Sir  John  Rous,  bart.— baron 
Rous. 

— .  Sir  Henry  Gough  Calthorpe, 
bart. — baron  Calthorpew 

— .  Sir  Peter  Burrell,  bart. — ba¬ 
ron  Gwydir. 

— .  Sir  Francis  Baftet,  bart.— ba¬ 
ron  De  Dunftanville. 

— .  Edward  Lafcelles,  efq.— ba¬ 
ron  Harewood. 

— .  Tohn  Rolie,  efq. — baron 
Rolle, 

— .  John  Campbell,  efq.— lord 

Cawdor. 

June  1.  William  Campbell,  efq. 
— governor  of  the  Bermuda  Wands. 

6.  Edward  Cooke,  efq. — under 
fecretary  in  the  military  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  chief  fecretary’s  office 
in  Ireland. 

— .  William  Elliot,  efq — under 
fecretary  in  the  civil  department. 

— .  Barry  earl  of  Earn  ham  and 
Sackville  Hamilton,  efq. — privly- 
counfellors  of  Ireland, 

Jub 
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July  12.  Lady  Willoughby  de 
irelby — lady  of  the  bedchamber 
o  the  princefs  of  Wales. 

13.  Captain  Thomas  Williams 
)f  the  royal  navy — a  knt. 

16.  Sir  Jofliua  Vanneck,  bart. — 
>aron  Huntingfield,  of  the  kingdom 
if  Ireland. 

_  Robert  Smith,  efq.— baron 

Carrington,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
and. 

— .  Major-general  Henry  lord 
Mu  1  grave  —  governor  of  Scarbo¬ 
rough  Caftle. 

— .  Major-general  Thomas  Muf- 
jrrave — governor  of  Gravefend  and 
Tilbury. 

— .  Colonel  William  Goodday 
Strutt — deputy-governor  of  Stirling 
Caftle. 

20.  Sir  John  Morfhead,bart. — fur- 
veyor-general  to  the  prince  of  W ales. 

— .  Sir  William  Cuningham, 
bart. — one  of  the  ftate  council  to 
the  prince  of  Wales,  for  the  prin¬ 
cipality  of  Wales. 

— .  Thomas  Tyrwhitt,  efq.  pri¬ 
vate  fecretary  to  the  prince  of  Wales 
— -privy-feal  and  auditor  of  the 
duchy  of  Cornwall. 

23.  Francis  James  Jackfon,  efq. 
— .ambaftador  to  the  Ottoman  Port. 

— ..  Charles  Medows  Pierrepont 
—baron  Pierrepont  and  vifcount 
Newark. 

Charles  earl  of  Liverpool— to 
bear  the  arms  of  Liverpool,  toge¬ 
ther  with  his  family  arms,  by  the 
exprefs  defire  of  the  corporation  of 
Liverpool. 

•*— .  Hon.  John  Rodney — com- 
tmf&oner  of  the  vitftualling-office. 

— .  Marquis  Townlhend — go¬ 
vernor  of  Jerfey. 

— ,  General  fir  William  Faw¬ 
cett,  K.  B. — governor  of  Chelfea 
Hofpital. 

— .  Robert  Cullen,  efq.— lord 
cf  the  fcffion  in  Scotland, 
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— .  The  prince  of  Wales — co¬ 
lonel  of  the  10th  regiment  of  dra¬ 
goons. 

Auguft  2.  Generals  John  duke 
of  Argyll,  Jeffery  lord  Amhurft, 
Studholme  Hodgfon,  George  mar¬ 
quis  Towmfhend,  lord  Frederick 
Cavendifh,  and  Charles  duke  of 
Richmond — field-marfhals. 

20.  Robert  vifcount  Caftlereagh 
—-earl  of  Londonderry. 

Sept .  i.  Hon.  Arthur  Paget,  fe¬ 
cretary  of  embaffy  to  the  court  of 
Madrid. 

— .  Benjamin  Garlike,  efq. — fe¬ 
cretary  of  legation  to  the  court  of 
Berlin. 

21.  John  earl  of  Chatham — pre- 
fident  of  the  council. 

30.  Earl  of  Kinnoul,  and  lord 
Dupplin,  his  fon — lord  Lyon  king 
at  arms  for  Scotland. 

Oft  10.  General  Henry  Lawes 
earl  of  Carhampton — comman¬ 
der  in  chief  of  the  forces  in  Ire¬ 
land. 

Nov.  3.  Major-general  fir  Ralph 
Abercromby,  K.  B. — colonel  of  the 
2d  regiment  of  dragoons. 

— .  Major-general  Welbore  Ellis 
Doyle — colonel  of  the  53d  regi¬ 
ment  of  foot. 

— .  Major-general  Gerard  Lake 
—colonel  of  the  73d  regiment  of 
foot. 

— .  General  lord  Adam  Gordon 
. — govenor  of  Edinburgh  Caftle. 

— .  Lieutenant-general  Charles 
Rainsford — governor  of  Tinmouth 
Caftle. 

30.  John  duke  of  Roxburgh — a 
privy-counfelior. 

30.  Lieutenant-colonel  Charles 
Green — governor  of  Grenada. 

Dec.  3.  Major-general  John 
Graves  Simcoe — governor  of  fuch 
arts  of  St.  Domingo  as  are  in  the 
ritiih  pofteftion. 

3.  Major-general  the  honourable 
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Charles  Stuart — general  in  Portu¬ 
gal  only. 

3.  Major-general  Simon  Frafer 
— lieutenant-general  in  Portugal 
only. 

3.  Colonel  fir  James  St.  Clair 
Erfkine,  bait. — brigadier  and  adju¬ 
tant-general  in  Portugal  only. 

3.  Colonel  William  Anne  Vil- 
lettes — brigadier  ^general  in  Portu¬ 
gal  only. 

3.  Brevet-major  Robert  Stuart — 
deputy  adjutant- general  and  lieute¬ 
nant-colonel  in  Portugal  only. 

— .  Lieutenant-colonel  Hilde¬ 
brand  Oakes  —  quarter-geheral, 
with  the  rank  of  colonel  in  Portu¬ 
gal  only. 

15.  William  Elliot — mini  Per 
plenipotentiary  to  the  elector  pala¬ 
tine,  and  miniPer  to  the  diet  of 
Ratilbon. 


SHERIFFS  appointed  for  the 
Year  1796. 


Berks,  Michael  Anthony,  of 

O'*  *  J 

Snippon. 

Bed  ford  {hire,  George  Brooks,  of 
Flitwick. 

Bucks,  Thomas  Hibbert,  ofChal- 
font-houfe. 

Cumberland,  James  Graham,  of 
Barrock-lodge,  efqrs. 

ChePiire,  the  hon.  Booth  Grey, 
of  Wincham. 

Cambridge  and  Huntingdon,  J. 
Gardener,  of  Chatteris. 

Cornwall,  John  Enys,  of  Enys, 
elqrs. 

Devonfhire,  fir  Bourchier  Wray, 
of  TawPock,  bart. 

Dorfctfhire,  Thomas  Bowyer 
Bower,  of  Iwern-minher,  efq. 

Derby  Piire,  ur  Robert  Wilmot, 
of  OfmaPon,  bart. 

Effex,  Jackfon  Barwis,  of  Mar¬ 
ika  Us. 


[ 1 ?9& 

GlouceP'erfiiire,  Samuel  Peach 
Peach,  of  Upper  Torkington. 

Hertford  Piire,  John  Sowerbv,  of 
Lilley. 

Hereford  Piire,  Abraham  Whita¬ 
ker,  of  Upon. 

Kent,  John  Mumford,  of  Sutton 
at  Hone. 

LeicefterPiire,  James  Richards, 
of  APiby  de  la  Zouch. 

LincolnPiire,  William  Earl  Wei- 
by,  of  Denton. 

Monmouth  Piire,  Henry  Barnes, 
of  Monmouth. 

Northumberland,  Adam  Mans¬ 
field  Lawfon  Decardonnell,  of 
Chirton.  ' 

Northampton  (hire,  Allen  Ed¬ 
ward  Young  the  younger,  of  Or- 
lingbury. 

Norfolk,  Thomas  Brown  Evans, 
of  Kirby  Bed  on. 

Nottinghamfhire,  J.  Wright,  of 
Nottingham. 

OxfordPiire,  William  Lowndes 
Stone,  of  Bright  well. 

Rutl^ndPiire,  R.  Tomlin,  of 
Edith  Wefton. 

Shropfhire,  Ralph  Leake,  of 
Longford.  , 

SomerfetPiire,  John  Tyndale 
Warre,  of  HePercombe. 

Staffordfliire,  Henry  Vernon,  of 
Hilton. 

Suffolk,  John  Clayton,  of  Sib- 
ton. 

Southampton,  H.  Maxwell,  of 
EwPiotToufe. 

Surry,  Thomas  Sutton,  of  Motii- 
fey. 

SuPex,  John  Fuller,  of  RofehilL 

Warwickfhire,  Edward  Croxall, 
of  ShuPock. 

WorcePerPiire,  .  T.  Hill  the 
younger,  of  Broom. 

Wilts,  Gilbert  Trowe  Beckett 
Turner,  of  Penleigh. 

Yorkfliire,  Godfrey  Wentworth 
Wentworth,  of  Hickleton,  efqrs. 

SOUTH 


*796.]  PROMOTION  &  (gjj- 

«  OUT  H  WALES.  NORTH  WALES.  * 

Carmarthen,  J.  William  Hughes  Merioneth,  Thomas  Lloyd,  ol 
ofTregyth.  Cumhufion. 

Pembroke,  Nathaniel  Philips;  of  Anglefea,  J.  Morris  Conway,  of 
Slebetoh'i  Cellening. 

Cardigan,  Edward  Warren  Jones,  Carnarvon,  J.  William  LenthalL 
of  Llanina.  ofMainan.  > 

Glamorgan,  Herbert  Hurft,  of  Montgomery,  John  Dickin,  of 
Gabalva.  Welch  Pool. 

Brecon,  P.  Champion  Crefpigny,  Denbighfhire,  T.  Hughes,  of 
of  Tally llyr.  Horfeley-hall,  efqrs. 

.  Radnor,  John  Pritchard,  of  Doly-  Flint,  Sir  E.  Pryce  Lloyd,  of 
velin,  efqrs.  Pengwern-place,  bart. 
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Reflations  ref  peeing  a  Negotiation 
with  the  French  Republic,  moved 
in  the  Ronfe  of  Commons  by  Mr, 
Grey,  Feb.  15,  1796. 

HAT  an  humble  addrefs  be 
J|_  preferred  to  his  majefty,  ftat- 
ingj  that  it  is  the  wifh  of  this 
houfe,  that  his  majefty  may  graci- 
oudv  be  pleafed  to  take  fuch  fleps 
as  to  his  royal  wifdom  fliall  appear 
moft  proper,  for  communicating 
diredlly  to  the  executive  dir<?dtory 
or  the  French  republic  his  majefty’s 
readinefs  to  meet  any  difpofition  to 
negotiation  on  the  part  of  that  go¬ 
vernment,  with  an  earneft  defire  to 
give  it  the  fulleft  and  fpeedieft  ef- 
fedt. 

The  above  motion  was  rejedted 
By  a  majority  of  189  to  50. 


Reflations  concerning  the  Public  Ex¬ 
penditure ,  moved  in  the  Houfe  of 
Common's,  on  the  Jfh  of  May ,  1796, 
by  Mr.  Grey. 

Tefolved  —  I.  That  at  all  times, 
and  under  all  circumftances,  it  is 
the  indifpen fable  duty  of  the  houfe 
of  commons  vigilantly  to  fuperin- 
tend  the  expenditure  of  the  public 
money,  and  ftrictly  to  inquire  into 
the  application  of  the  grants  made 
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by  parliament  to  the  fervice  for 
which  they  have  been  voted. 

II.  That  by  an  adt  patted  in 
every  feffion  of  parliament,  the 
particular  fums  granted  for  each 
particular  fervice  are  fpecified,  and 
the  money  that  fliall  be  paid  into 
the  exchequer  is  appropriated  to 
their  difeharge  ;  and  that  it  is  ftridt- 
ly  diredted  that  fuch  aids  and  flip- 
plies  fliall  not  be  applied  to  any 
ufe,  intent,  or  purpofe  whatever, 
other  than  the  ufes  and  purpofes 
mentioned  in  the  faid  adh 

III.  That  it  appears  from  an  ac¬ 
count  prefented  to  this  houfe  on 
the  2 1  ft  of  April,  1796,  that  the 
fum  of  644,1061.  7s.  9d.  was  then 
due  to  the  feveral  colonels  or  com¬ 
manding  officers  of  his  majefly's 
forces,  for  net  off-reckOnings  and 
clothing  for  the  years  1794  and 
1795,  although  by  adts  paffied  in 
1 794  and  1795,  money  was  grant¬ 
ed  to  difeharge  the  fame;  and  al¬ 
though  the  faid'adls  diredt  that 
the  money  fo  granted  fliall  be 
applied  in  difeharge  of  the  fame, 
and  not  othenvife. 

IV.  That  it  appears  from  an  ac¬ 
count  prefented  to  this  Houfe  on 
the  2 1  ft  of  April,  1796,  that  the 
film  of  146,9001. 1 2s.  4<:i,*is  now  due 
to  the  general  and  ftaff-officefs  of 
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his  rnajefty’s  forces  for  the  years 
}7 93?  I794>  and  1795;  although 
by  afts  paffied  in  the  faid  years, 
money  was  granted  for  the  payment 
of  the  faid  fum  ;  and  although  the 
faid  afts  direct  that  the  faid  mo¬ 
ney,  fo  granted,  fliall  be  applied 
in  difcharge  of  the  faid  fum,  and 
not  otherwife. 

V.  That  it  appears  from  an  ac¬ 
count  prefented  to  this  houfe  on. 
the  2 1  ft  of  April,  1796,  that  the 
fum  of  34>3i3 1*  Z3S-  3d.  is  now 
due  to  the  feveral  governors,  lieu¬ 
tenant-governors,  and  other  officers 
Of  his  majefty’s  forces  and  garrilons 
in  Great  Britain,  and  parts  beyond 
the  feas,  for  the  years  J794  and 
1794*  although  by  afts  paffied  in 
the  faid  years,  money  was  granted 
for  difcharging  the  faid  fum;  and 
although  the  faid  afts  direft  that 
the  money  fo  granted  fliall  be  ap¬ 
plied  in  difcharging  the  faid  fame, 
and  not  otherwife. 

VI.  That  it  appears  from  an  ac¬ 
count  prefented  to  this  houfe  on  the 
sift  of  April,  1796,  that  the  fum  of 
31,056b  9s.  9d.  due  to  the  general 
ftaff  officers  of  his  majefty’s  forces  for 
the  year  1 794,  was  paid  out  of  grants 
for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1 796, 
although  by  an  aft  paffied  in  1794, 
money  was  granted  for  difcharging 
the  faid  fum ;  and  although  the 
faid  aft  directs  that  the  faid  money 
fo  granted  fliall  be  applied  in  dif- 
charging  the  fame,  and  not  other- 
wife. 

VII.  That  it  appears  from  an  ac¬ 
count  produced  to  this  houfe,  on 
the  2 1  ft  of  April,  1796,  that  the 
fum  of  1  72, 1  ool.  due  for  off  reck¬ 
onings  to  the  24th  of  December, 
1794*  and  which  remained  due  on 
the  2 1  ft  of  January,  1796,  was  dif- 
charged  out  of  the  vote  of  credit 
granted  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of 
defraying  expences  that  may  occur 
m  1796.  By  an  aft  paffied  in  1794, 


mone$  was  granted  for  difcharging 
the  faid  fum ;  and  although  the 
faid  aft  directs  that  the  money 
fo^  granted  fliall  be  applied  in 
di l charge  of  the  fame,  and  not 
otherwile. 

VIII.  That  it  appears  to  this 
houfe,  that  by  an  aft  paffied  in  the 
23d  year  of  his  majefty’s  reign,  for 
the  better  regulation  of  the  office 
of  paymafter- general  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  forces,  it  is  enafted,  that 
no  money  for  the  fervice  of  the 
army  fliall  be  iffiued  from  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  exchequer  to  the  paymaffier- 
general  of  his  majefty’s  forces,  or 
fliall  be  placed  or  direfted  to  be 
placed  in  his  majefty’s  hands  of* 
poffieffion;  but  the  fame  fhall  be 
iffiued  and  direfted  to  be  paid  to  the 
governor  and  company  of  the  bank 
of  England,  to  be  placed  to  his  ac¬ 
count. 

IX.  That  it  appears  to  this'houfe, 
from  an  account  produced  on  the 
22d  of  April,  1796,  that  in  open 
contempt  and  defiance  of  the  faid 
aft,  the  fum  of  430,200!.  has  been 
iffiued  direftly  to  the  paymafter- 
general  of  his  majefty’s  forces,  in 
exchequer  bills  on  the"  vote  of  cre¬ 
dit  for  1796;  and  that  a  balance 
of  83,300!.  was  remaining  unifiued 
in  his  hands  on  the  faid  2 2d  of 
April,  1796. 

X,  That  it  further  appears  to  this 
houfe,  that  by  the  faid  aft,  the 
paymafter-general  of  his  majpfty’s 
forces  is  direfted  and  required  to 
form  his  memorials  and  requifitions 
to  the  treafury,  and  to  iffiue  his 
drafts  upon  the  governor  and  com¬ 
pany  of  the  bank  of  England,  upon 
the  24th  day  of  June,  and  24th* 
day  of  December,  in  every  year, 
in  equal  payments,  to  fuch  perfon 
or  perions  as  have  a  regular  aflDn- 
ment  from  the  feveral  colonels, 
lieu  tenant- colonels,  commandants, 
majors,  and  captains  commandant, 
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and  captains,  for  the  monies  ap¬ 
propriated  for  the  clothing  of  the 
non-commiftioned  officers  and  pri¬ 
vate  men  of  his  majefty’s  regular 
forces. 

,  XI.  That  it  appears  to  this 
houfe,  that  the  fums  of  money 
appropriated  for  the  clothing  of  his 
majefty’s  regular  forces,  and  which, 
according  to  the  provifions  of  the 
faid  aft,  ought  to  have  been  iflued 
on  the  24th  of  December,  1794, 
the  24th  of  June  arid  24th  of  De¬ 
cember,  1795,  had  been  diverted 
to  other  purpofes  and  hill  remain¬ 
ed  due  on  the  ill  of  January,  1796, 
in  open  contempt  and  defiance  of 
«-tihe  faid  aft. 

XII.  That  it  appears  that  an  ac¬ 
count  is  annually  prefented  to  this 
houfe,  fhewing  how  the  money 
granted  for  the  fervice  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year  has  been  difpofed 
of,  diftinguifhed  under  the  feveral 
heads,  and  the  parts  remaining  un- 
fatisfied  with  the  deficiency  there¬ 
upon. 

XIII.  That  fuch  account  was 
intended  to  be  what  in  its  title  it 
profefies  to  be,  a  real  account, 
fhewing  how  the  money  given  for 
the  fervice  of  the  year  had  aftually 
been  difpofed  of,  in  order  that 
the  houfe  of  commons  might  be 
informed  of  the  hate  of  the  public 
expenditure,  and  fatisfy  themfelves 

■  as. to  the  application  of  the  money 
voted,  to  thofe  fervices  for  which 
it  had  been  granted  by  them. 

XIV.  That  an  account,  of  the 
above  defcription,  has  been  pre¬ 
fented  to  this  houfe,  in  each  of  the 
years  1794,  17951  and  1796,  in 
which  the  money  granted  for  the 
fervices  of  each  year  is  ftated  to 
have  been  applied  to  the  fervices 
for  which  it  was  voted  by  parlia¬ 
ment,  although  it  now  appears  from 
accounts  fince  prefented  to  this 
houfe,  that  the  fum  of  644,106!. 


granted  for  off- reckonings  for  the 
year  1794,  and  1795;  the  fum  of 
146,9001.  granted  for  the  pay  of 
the  general  and  ilaff- officers  of  his 
majefty’s  forces  for  1793?  J794» 
and  1795;  the  fum  of  3 4r, 3 1 3 1  - 
granted  for  the  pay  of  the  feveral 
governors,  lieutenant  -  governors, 
and  other  officers  of  his  majefty’s 
forces  in  Great  Britain  and  parts 
beyond  the  feas,  for  the  years  1 794 
and  1795,  and  feveraily  ftated  to 
have  been  difpofed  of  for  thofe  fer¬ 
vices,  ftill  remain  unfatisfied. 

XV.  That  in  the  inftances  above 
mentioned,  his  majefiry’s  minifters 
have  been  guilty  of  prefenting  falfe 
accounts,  calculated  to  miilead  the 
judgment  of  this  houfe,  of  a  fla¬ 
grant  violation  of  various  afts  of 
parliament,  and  of  a  grofs  mifap- 
plication  of  the  public  money. 

The  above  refolutions  were 
negatived  by  a  majority  of  209 
to  38. 


Refolutions  concerning  the  Public  Ex¬ 
penditure,  moved  in  the  Houfe  of 
‘ Lords,  on  the  2 d  of  May,  1796', 
by  the  Marquis  of  Lanfdown •> 

That  as  we  fee  no  effectual  fteps 
taken  to  realife  thofe  meafures  of 
reform,  for  which  the  prefent  mi¬ 
nilters,  at  their  entrance  into  office,; 
flood  ftrongly  pledged  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  or  thofe  earneltly  recommend¬ 
ed  in  the  reports  upon  the  table,  by 
two  boards  of  commiffioners,  both 
appointed  by  parliament, 

It  is  incumbent  on  this  houfe  to 
inquire  into  the  caufe  of  lo  extra¬ 
ordinary  an  omilfion,  as  well  as, 
Whether  any  new  offices  have 
fince  been  created? 

Whether  any  old  falaries  have 
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been  increafed  on  flight  pre¬ 
tences  ? 

Whether  any  falaries  have  been 
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granted  for  Special  purpofes,  and 
continued,  though  the  reafons  for 
them  have  ceafed? 

Whether  any  warrants  for  bene¬ 
ficial  grants  have  been  directed  ? 
And  on  the  whole, 

Whether  the  public  expences 
have  increafed  beyond  the  fup- 
plies  annually  granted  by  parlia¬ 
ment? 

This,  which  would  be  a  duty  in¬ 
cumbent  upon  parliament,  were 
the  exiting  war  ever  fio  neceffarv, 
juft,  and  fuccefsfui,  is  become 
molt  urgent  and  indifpenfabie,  in 
a  conteft  at  once  bloody  and  ex- 
penfi.ve  beyond  example,  without 
plan  or  object,  except  fuch  objects 
as  the  mifconduct  of  the  war  firft 
created ;  attended  with  a  wafte  of 
money  profufe  almofl  beyond  ima¬ 
gination  ;  which  has  already  re¬ 
duced  our  trade  to  a  dependence  on 
the  very  warfare  which  is  funda¬ 
mentally  deftroying  it,  and  has  To 
exhaufted  our  resources,  as  to  drive 
us  to  the  wretched  expedient  of 
reviving  taxes  which  were  a  few 
years  lince  repealed,  upon  the 
ground  of  thereby  increasing  the 
revenue  —  an  effect  which  that  re¬ 
peal  produced,  and  a  policy  which 
muff,  therefore,  on  the  return  of 
peace,  be  again  retorted  to,  and 
which  will  consequently  bring  with 
it  the  necellity  of  finding  new  taxes, 
if  new  and  productive  taxes  can 
be  invented  in  our  then  exhaufted 
Hate. 

In  a  fituation  To  alarming,  and 
To  manireftly  tending  to  deftroy  the 
confidence  of  the  people  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  which  (as  every  reflecting 
man  mild  have,  with  deep  concern, 
obferved)  has  for  forne  years  pad 
been  rapidly  on  the  decline ;  it  be¬ 
hoves  parliament,  by  a  timely  re¬ 
vival  of  its  ancient  energy  and  in- 
tegrity,  to  convince  the  people  that 
their  conftitutional  yuardfons  are 
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awake  to  the  common  danger,  and 
are  determined  to  come  forward 
with  fuch  firm  meafures  of  public 
order  and  reform,  as  will  effectual¬ 
ly  relieve  the  Subject,  and  remedy- 
evils,  vzhich,  if  Still  Suffered  to  ac¬ 
cumulate,  will  be  paft  all  remedy, 
and  muff  inevitably  terminate  in 
public  confufion. 

The  above  refolutions  were 
negatived  by  a  majority  of  104 
to  12. 


Refolutions  moved  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons ,  on  the  10th  of  May,  1  yof  ,  by 
Mr.  Fox,  for  an  Addrefs  to  his  M'a  - 
je/ly,  on  the  Conduct  of  Admini - 
Jlration,  in  the  Commencement  and 
Progrefs  of  the  IV ar. 

That  an  addrefs  be  prefen  ted  to 
his  majefty,  moft  humbly  to  offer 
to  his  royal  confideration,  that 
judgment  which  his  faithful  com¬ 
mons  have  formed,  and  now  deem 
it  their  duty  to  declare,  concern¬ 
ing  the  conduct  of  his  minifters  in 
the  commencement,  and  during  the 

'  o 

progrefs  of  the  prefent  unfortunate 
war.  As  long  as  it  was  poffible 
for  us  to  doubt  from  what  Source 
the  national  diftreffes  have  arifen, 
we  have,  in  times  of  difficulty  and 
peril,  thought  ourfeives  bound  to 
ffrengthen  his  majefty ’s  government, 
for  the  protection  of  his  Subjects, 
by  our  confidence  and  Support. 
But  our  duties  as  his  majefty’s 
coimfellors,  and  as  the  representa¬ 
tives  of  his  people,  will  no  longer 
permit  us  to  diffemble  our  deli¬ 
berate  and  determined  opinion, 
that  the  d  iff  refs,  difficulty,  and 
peril,  to  which  this  country  is  now 
Subjected,  have  arifen  from  the  mif- 
conduct  of  the  king’s  minifters, 
and  are  likely  to  fubfift  and  in- 
creafe,  as  long  as  the  fame  princi¬ 
ples  which  have  hitherto  guided 
(F  3)  thefe 
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thefe  minifters,  fliall  continue  to 
prevail  in  the  councils  of  Great 
Britain. 

It  is  painful  for  us  to  remind 
his  m.  jelly  of  the  fituation  of  his 
dominions  at  the  beginning  of  the 
war,  and  of  the  high  degree  of 
profperity  to  which  the  fk ill  and 
indu'fti y  of  his  fubjedts  had,  under 
the  fafeguard  of  a  tree  conftitution, 
railed  the  Britilh  empire,  lince  it 
can  onlv  fill  his  mind  with  the  me- 
lancholy  recollection  of  profperity 
abufed,  and  of  opportunities  of  fe- 
curing  permanent  advantages  wan¬ 
tonly  rejected.  Nor  fl) all  we  pre¬ 
fume  to  wound  his  majelfv’s  be¬ 
nevolence,  by  dwelling  on  the  for¬ 
tunate  confequences  which  might 
have  arifen  from  the  mediation  of 
Great  Britain  between  the  powers 
then  at  war,  which  might  have  en- 
fured  the  permanence  of  our  profpe¬ 
rity,  while  it  preferved  all  Europe 
from  the  calamitieswhichithaslince 
endured.  A  mediation  which  this 
kingdom  was  fo  well  fitted  to 
carry  on  with  vigour  and  dignity, 
bv  its  power,  its  character,  and  the 
nature  of  its  government,  happily 
removed  at  an  equal  diftance  from 
the  contending  extremes  of  licen- 
tioufnefs  and  tyranny. 

From  this  neutral  and  impartial 
fyflem  of  policy  his  majefty’s  mi- 
niffers  were  induced  to  depart  by 
certain  meafures  of  the  French  go¬ 
vernment,  of  which  they  complain¬ 
ed  as  injurious  and  hoftile  to  this 
country.  With  what  juftice  thofe 
complaints  were  made,  we  are  not 
now  called  upon  to  determine, 
fince  it  cannot  be  pretended,  that 
the  meafures  of  France  were  of 
fuch  a  nature  as  to  preclude  the 
pofiibility  of  adjuftment  by  nego¬ 
tiation ;  and  it  is  impoffible  to  de¬ 
ny,  that  the  power  which  fhuts  up 
the  channel  of  accommodation, 
muff  be  the  peal  aggrellop  in  wai% 
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To  reject  negotiation  is  to  deter¬ 
mine  on  hoftiiities;  and  whatever 
may  have  been  the  nature  of  the 
points  in  queffion  between  us  and 
France,  we  cannot  but  pronounce 
the  refufal  of  fuch  an  authorized 
communication  with  that  Country 
as  might  have  amicably  terminated 
the  difpute,  to  be  the  true  and  im¬ 
mediate  caufe  of  the  rupture  which 
followed. 

Nor  can  we  forbear  to  remark, 
that'  the  pretences  under  which 
his  majefly’s  minifters  then  haugh* 
tily  refufed  fuch  authorized  com-r 
municatioh,  have  been  fufliciently 
expofed  by  their  own  conduct, 
in  fince  fubmitting  to  a  fimilar 
intercourfe  with  the  fame  govern* 
ment. 

The  mifguided  policy,  which 
thus  rendered  the  war  inevitable, 
appears  to  have  'actuated  the  mi¬ 
nifters  in  their  determination  to 
continue  it  at  all  hazards.  At 
the  fame  time  we  cannot  but  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  obftinacy  with  which 
they  have  adhered  to  their  defperate 
fyflem,  is  not  more  remarkable 
than  their  verfatility  in  the  pretexts 
upon  w'hich  they  have  j  uftified  it. 
At  one  period  the  ftrength,  at'  an¬ 
other  the  weaknefs  of  the  enemy 
have  been  urged  as  motives  for 
continuing  the  war :  the  fucceffes, 
as  well  as  the  defeats  of  the  allies, 
have  contributed  only  to  prolong 
the  conteft  ;  and  hope  and  de- 
fpair  have  equally  ferved  to  in¬ 
volve  us  flill  deeper  in  the  horrors 
of  war,  and  to  entail  upon  us  an 
endlefs  train  of  calamities. 

After  the  original  profeded  ob¬ 
jects  had  been  obtained  by  the 
expulfion  of  the  French  armies 
from  the  territories  of  Holland  and 
the  An  (Irian  Netherlands,  we  find 
his  majefty’s  minifters,  influenced 
either  by  arrogance  or  by  infa¬ 
tuated  ambition  and  the  vain  hope 
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•f  conquefts,  which,,  if  realized, 
could  never  compenfate  to  the  na¬ 
tion  for  the  blood  and  treafure  by 
which  they  muft  be  obtained,  re¬ 
jecting,  unheard,  the  overtures  made 
by  the  executive  council  of  France, 
at  a  period  when  the  circumftances 
were  fo  eminently  favourable  to 
his  majefty  and  his  allies,  that  there 
is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  a 
negotiation,  commenced  at  fuch  a 
juncture,  mult  have  terminated  in 
an  honourable  and  advantageous 
peace:  to  the  profpeCts  arifing 
from  fuch  an  opportunity,  they 
preferred  a  blind  and  obftinate  per- 
feverance  in  a  war  which  could 
fcarce  have  any  remaining  objeCt 
but  the  unjuftifiable  purpofeof  im- 
pofing  upon  France  a  government 
difapproved  of  by  the  inhabitants 
of  that  country  ;  and  fuch  was  the 
Infatuation  of  thefe  minifters,  that, 
far  from  being  able  to  frame  a  wife 
and  comprehenfive  fvftem  of  po¬ 
licy,  they  even  rejected  the  few 
advantages  that  belonged  to  their 
own  unfortunate  fcheme.  The  ge¬ 
neral  exiflence  of  a  defign  to  inters 
pofe  in  the  internal  government  of 
France  was  too  -manifeft,  not  to 
roufe  into  aCtive  hpftilitv  the  na- 
tional  zeal  of  that  people  ;  but  their 
particular  projects  were  too  equi¬ 
vocal  to  attraCl  the  confidence,  or 
procure  the  co-operation  of  thofe 
Frenchmen  who  were  difaffeCted 
m  to  the  government  of  their  country. 
The  nature  of  thefe  plans  was  too 
clear  not  to  provoke  formidable 
enemies,  but  their  extent  was  too 
ambiguous  tq  conciliate  ufeful 
friends. 

We  beg  leave  farther  to  repre- 
fent  to  your  majefty,  that  at  fub- 
fequent  periods  your  minifters  have 
fufFered  the  moll  favourable  op¬ 
portunities  to  efcape  of  obtaining 
an  honourable  and  advantageous 


pacification.  They  did  not  avail 
themfeives,  as  it  was  their  duty  to 
have  done,  of  the  unbroken  ftrength 
of  the  general  confederacy  which 
had  been  formed  againft  France, 
for  the  purpofe  of  giving  effeCt  to 
overtures  for  negotiation.  They 
faw  the  feceftion  of  feveral  power¬ 
ful  ftates  from  that  confederacy, 
they  buffered  it  to  diftbive  without 
an  effort  for  the  attainment  of  a 
general  pacification.  They  loaded 
their  country  with  the  odium  of 
having  engaged  in  a  combination, 
charged  with  the  mod  queftionable 
and  unjuftifiable  views,  without  a- 
vailing  themfeives  of  that  combi¬ 
nation,  for  procuring  favourable 
conditions  of  peace.  That,  from 
this  fatal  negleCF,  the  progrefs  of 
hoftilities  has  only  ferved  to  efta- 
blifli  the  evils  which  might  certain¬ 
ly  have  been  avoided  by  negotia¬ 
tion,  but  which  are  now  confirmed 
by  the  events  'of  the  war.  We 
have  felt  that  the  unjuftifiable  and 
impracticable  attempt  to  eftablifh 
royalty  in  France  by  force,  has 
only  proved  fatal  to  its  unfortunate 
fupporters.  We  have  feen  with 
regret  the  fubjugation  of  Holland, 
and.  the  aggrandifement  of  the 
French  republic ;  and  we  have  to 
lament  the  alteration  in  the  ftate  of 
Europe,  not  only  from  the  fucceftes 
of  the  French,  but  from  the  formi¬ 
dable  acquisitions  of  fome  of  the 
allied  powers  on  tfhe  fide  of  Poland, 
acquifitions,  alarming  from  their 
magnitude,  but  {till  more  fo  from 
the  manner  in  which  they  have 
been  made,  thus  fatally  learning 
that  the  war  has  tended  alone  to 
eftablifh  the  very  evils,  for  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  which  it  was  avowedly 
undertaken. 

That  we  now  therefore  approach 
his  majefty,  to  afture  him  that  his 
faithful  commons  heard,  with'  the 
(F  4)  fincereft 
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fincereft  fatisfaCtion,  his  majefty’s 
paoft  gracious  mefiage  of  the  8th  of 
December,  wherein  his  majefty  ac¬ 
quaints  them,  that  the  cribs  which 
was  depending  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  prefent  fefiion,  had  led 
to  fuch  an  order  of  things,  as  would 
induce  his  majefty  to  meet  any 
djfpofition  to  negotiation  on  the 
part  of  the  enemv,  with  an  earned: 
defire  to  give  it  the  fulieft  and 
fpeedieft  effeCt,  and  to  conclude  a 
general  treaty  of  peace,  whenever 
it  could  be  effected  on  juft  and 
equitable  terms  for  himfelf  and  hjs 
.allies. 

That  from  this  gracious  corp- 
munji  ation,  they  were  led  to  hope 
for  a  fpeedv  termination  to  this 
pnnft  difaftrons  conteft  ;  but  that, 
with  furprife  and  forrow,  they  have 
now  reafon  to  apprehend  that  three 
months  were  fuffcn  d  to  elapfe  be¬ 
fore  any  fteps  were  taken  towards 
a  negotiation,  or  any  overtures  made 
by  his  tnajefly’s  fervants. 

With  equal  furprife  and  concern 
they  have  obferved,  when  a  fair 
Und  open  conduCt  was  fo  peculiarly 
jncumbent  on  his  majeftv’s  mini- 
fters,  confidering  the  prejudices  and 
fufpicions  which  their  previous 
conduCt  mu  ft  have  excited  in  the 
minds  of  the  French;  that  inftead 
of  adopting  that  open  and  manly 
manner  which  became  the 'wifdom, 
the  character,  and  dignity  of  the 
Britifli  nation,  they  had  recourfe  to 
a  ftyle  calculated  rather  to  excite 
fufpiciqn,  than  to  inlpire  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  enemy.  Every  ex- 
preffion  which  might  be  conftrued 
into  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
French  republic,  or  even  an  allu- 
fion  to  its  forms,  was  ftudioufly 
avoided  ;  and  the  miniftejr,  through 
whom  this  overt  life  was  made,  was 
in  a  moft  unprecedented  manner 
inftruCted  to  declare,  that  hr  had 
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no  authority  to  enter  into  any 
negotiation  or  difeuffion  relative 
to  the  objects  of  the  propofed 
treaty. 

That  it  is  with  pain-  we  refleCfc 
that  the  alacrity  of  his  majeftv’s 
minifters  in  apparently  breaking 
off  this  incipient  negotiation,  as 
well  as  the  ftrange  and  unufual 
manner  in  which  it  was  announ¬ 
ced  to  the  minifters  of  the  various 
powers  of  Europe,  affords  a  very 
unfavourable  comment  on  thei-r 
reluCtance  in  entering  upon  it, 
and  is  'calculated  to  make  the 
moft  injurious  impreffion  refpeCt- 
ing  their  (incerity  on  the  people  of 
France. 

On  a  review  of  fo  many  in  fian¬ 
ces  of  grofs  and  flagrant  rnifeon- 
dinft,  proceeding  from  the  farde 
pernicious  principles,  and  directed 
with  incorrigible  obftinaev  to  the 
fame  mifehievous  ends,  we  deem 
ourfelves  bound  in  duty  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  and  to  our  conftituents,  to 
declare  that  we  fee  no  rational 
hope  of  redeeming  the  affairs  of 
the  kingdom,  but  by  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  a  fyfiem  radically  and  fun? 
damentally  different  ‘from  that 
which  has  produced  our  prefent 
calamities. 

Unlefs  his  majefty's  minifters 
final  1,  from  a  real  convi6tion  of 
paft  errors,  appear  inclined  to  re¬ 
gulate  their  conduct  upon  fuch  a 
fyftem,  we  can  neither  give  any 
credit  to  the  fincerity  of  their  pro- 
feftions  of  a  wifh  for  peace,  nor  re- 
pole  any  confidence  in  them  for 
conducting  a  negotiation  to  a  pro- 
fperous  iftiie.  Odious  as  they  are 
to  an  enemy  who  wifh  ftill  to 
believe  them  fecretly  to  cherifh 
thole  unprincipled  and  chimerical 
projects  which  they  have  been 
compelled  in  public  to  difiavow, 
contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  all 
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Europe,  from  the  difplay  of  infin- 
cerity  which  has  marked  their  con- 
du<ft,  o'ur  only  hopes  reft  on  his 
majefty’s  royal  wifdom  and  unquef- 
tioned  afFeCtion  for  his  people,  that 
he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
adopt  maxims  of  policy  more  fuit- 
ed  to  the  circumftances  of  the  times 
than  thofe  by  which  his  majefty’s 
minifters  appear  to  have  been  go- 
verned,  and  to  direct  his  fervants 
to  take  meafures,  which,  by  differ¬ 
ing  eftentihily,  as  well  in  their  tend- 
“ncy  as  in  the  principle  upon 
which  they  are  founded,  from  thofe 
which  have  hitherto  marked  their 
mndu may  give  this  country 
rome  renfo nable  hope,  at  no  verv 
iiftant  period,  of  the  eftablifbment 
ft  a  peace  fuitable  to  the  interefts 
ft  Great  Britain,  and  likely  to  pre- 
'erve  the  tranquillity  of  Europe. 

This  motion  was  negatived  bv  a 
majority  of  216  to  42, 


lAr  Majefy  s  speech  to  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament,  May  19,  17 96. 

My  lords  and  gentlemen^ 

The  public  bufinefs  being  now 
concluded,  I  think  it  proper  to 
•iofe  this  felfion,  and  at  the  fame 
hue  to  acquaint  you  with  my  inten- 
ion  of  giving  immediate  directions 
or  calling  a. new  parliament. 

The  objects  Which  have  engaged 
our  attention  .during  the  p  re  lent 
eliion,-  have  been  of  peculiar  im¬ 
portance  ;  and  the  meafures  which 
ou  have  adopted,  have  mani- 
?fted  your  continued  regard  to 
be  fafety  and  welfare  of  my  p co¬ 
le.  -  7  f  - 

The  happieft  effeCts  have  been 
xperienced  from  the  proviftons 
rhich  you  have  made  for  repreft- 
fedition  and  civil  tumult,  and 
)r  reftraining  the  progrefs  of  prhi- 


(89) 

ciples  fubverfiye  of  all  eftabliihed 
government. 

The  difficulties  ariftng  to  my 
fubje.tfts  from  the  high  price  of 
corn,  have  formed  a  principal  ob¬ 
ject  of  your  deliberation  ;  and  your 
afiiduity  in  inveftigating  that  Vub- 
jeCt,  has  ftrongly  proved  your 
anxious  defire  to  omit  nothing 
which  could  tend  to  the  relief  of 
my  people,  in  a  matter  of  fuel)  ge¬ 
neral  concern,  I  have  the  greateft 
fatisfatftion  in  obferving  that  the 
prefture  of  thofe  difficulties  is  ii}.a 
great  degree  removed. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  - 

I  mu  ft,  in  a  more  particular 
manner,  return  you  my  thanks  for 
the  liberal  fupplies  which  you  have 
granted  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
the  war. —  While  I  regret  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  thofe  demands  which  the 
prefent  circumftances  necefiarily  oc- 
cafion,  it  is  a  great  confolation  to 
me  to  obffrve  the  increafinor  re- 
fources  by  which,  the  country  is 
enabled  to  fupport  them.  Thefc 
refources  are  particularly  manifeft- 
ed  in  the  ftate  of  the  different 
branches  of  the  revenue;  in  the 
continued  and  progrelfive  ftate  of  our 
navigation  and  commerce;  in  the 
lleps  which  have  been  taken  for 
maintaining  and  improving  pub¬ 
lic  credit,  and  in  the  additional 
provifion  which  has  been  made 
for  the  reduction  of  the  national 
debt. 

My  lords  anti  gentlemen, 

I  ftiall  ever  refieeft  with  heart¬ 
felt  fatisfadion  on  the  uniform  wif¬ 
dom,  temper,  and  firmnefs  which 
have  appeared  in  all  your  pro¬ 
ceedings,  ft  nee  I  firft  met  you  in 
this  place.  Called  to  deliberate  on 
the  pubkc  affairs  of  your  country 
in  a  period  of  foreign  and  doincftic 
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tranquillity,  you  had  the  happinefs 
of  contributing  to  raffe  this  king¬ 
dom  to  a  date  of  unexampled  pro- 
fperity.  You  were  fuddenly  corm 
pelled  to  relinquifh  the  full  advan¬ 
tages  of  this  fituation,  in  order  to 
refill  the  unprovoked  aggreflion  of 
an  enemy  whofe  hoftility  was  di¬ 
rected  againff  all  civil  fociety,  but 
more  particularly  againll  the  happy 
union  of  order  and  liberty  efta- 
bliftied  in  thefe  kingdoms.  The 
nature  of  the  fyltem  introduced 
into  France,  afforded  to  that  coun* 
try,  in  the  midll  of  its  calamities, 
the  means  of  exertion  beyond  the 
experience  of  any  former  time. 
Under  the  prdfure  of  the  new  and 
unprecedented  difficulties  arifing 
from  fucha  contefl,  you  have  fhewn 
yourfelves  worthy  of  all  the  blefs- 
ings  that  you  inherit.  By  your 
counfels  and  conduCt,  the  confti- 
tution  has  been  preferved  inviolate 
againll  the  defigns  of  foreign  and 
domellic  enemies ;  the  honour  of 
the  Britilh  name  has  been  alferted  ; 
the  rank  and  llation  which  we 
have  hitherto  held  in  Europe  has 
been  maintained  ;  and  the  decided 
fuperiority  of  our  naval  power  has 
been  ellabliffied  in  every  quarter 
of  the  world. 

You  have  omitted  no  opportu¬ 
nity  to  prove  your  juft  anxiety  for 
phe  re-eftabliffiment  of  general 
peace  on  (ecu re  and  honourable 
terms;  but  you  have  at  the  fame 
time  rendered  it  manifell  to  the 
world,  that  while  our  enemies  ffiall 
per  fill’  jn  difpofitions  incompatible 
with  that  objeCl,  neither  the  re- 
fources  nor  the  fpiritof  Engliihmen 
will  be  wanting  to  the  fupport  of 
a  juft  caufe,  and  to  the  defence  of 
all  their  deareft  interefts.  . 

A  due  fenfe  of  this  conduCt  is 
deeply  imprefied  on  my  heart.  I 
trull  that  all  my  fubjeCts  are  ani¬ 
mated  with  the  fame  fentiment,  and 


that  their  loyalty  and  public  fpirit 
will  enfure  the  continuance  of  thajt 
union  and  mutual  confidence  be¬ 
tween  me  and  my  parliament, 
which  bell  promote  the  true  dig¬ 
nity  and  glory  of  my  crown,  and 
the  genuine  happinefs  of  my  pea- 
pie. 


His  JSIajeJly's  Speech  to  both  Houjes  oj 
Parliament ,  Odober  6,  1796. 

1  My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

It  is  a  peculiar  fatisfa&ion  to  me, 
in  the  prelent  conjuncture  of  affairs, 
to  recur  to  your  advice,  after  the 
recent  opportunity  which  has  beer 
given  for  collecting  the  fenfe  of  mj 
people,  engaged  in  a  difficult  anc 
arduous  contell,for  the  prefervatior 
of  all  that  is  moll  dear  to  us. 

I  have  omitted  no  endeavour: 
for  fetting  on  foot  negotiations  tc 
reftore  peace  to  Europe,  and  to  fe 
cure  for  the  future  the  general  tran. 
quillity.  The  fteps  which  I  hav< 
taken  for  this  purpofe  have  at  lengtl 
opened  the  w7ay  to  an  immediate 
and  direCt  negotiation,  the  iffue  o 
which  mull  either  produce  the  de 
lirable  end  of  a  juft,  honourable 
and  folid  peace  for  us,  and  for  ou 
allies;  or  mull  prove,  beyond  dif 
pute,  to  what  caufe  alone  the  pro 
longation  of  the  calamities  of  wa 
mull  be  a  fori  bed. 

I  fliall  immediately  fend  a  perfoi 
to  Paris,  with  full  powers  to  trea 
for  this  objeCl;  and  it  is  my  anx 
ions  with  that  this  meafure  maj 
lead  to  the  reftoration  of  genera 
peace:  but  you  rnuit.be  feflfibl 
that  nothing  can  fo  much  contri 
bute  to  give  effeCt  to  this  defife,  a 
your  manifeiting  that  we  poffef 
both  the  determination  and  the  re 
fources  to  oppofe,  with  increafei 
activity  and  energv,  the  farther  ef 
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forts  with  which  we  may  have  to 
contend. 

You  will  feel  this  peculiarly  ne- 
ceftary  at  a  moment  when  the  ene¬ 
my  has  openly  manifefted  the  in¬ 
tention  of  attempting  a  deicent  on 
theft?  kingdoms.  It  cannot  be 
doubted  what  would  be  the  iffne  of 
fuch  an  enterprize;  but  it  befits 
your  wifdom  to  negledt  no  pre¬ 
cautions  that  may  either  preclude 
the  attempt,  or  fecure  the  fpeedieft 
means  of  turning  it  to  the  confu- 
fion  and  ruin  of  the  enemy. 

In  reviewing  the  events  of  the 
ycfer,  you  will  have  obferved  that, 
by  the  fkill  and  exertions  of  my 
navy,  our  extenftve  and  increafing 
commerce  has  been  protected  to  a 
degree  almoft  beyond  example,  and 
the  fleets  of  the  enemy  have,  for 
the  greateft  part  of  the  year,  been 
blocked  up  in  their  oVvn  ports. 

The  operations  in  the  Eaft  and 
Weft  Indies  have  been  highly  ho¬ 
nourable  to  the  Britifli  arms,  and 
produdtive  of  great  national  advan¬ 
tage  ;  and  the  valour  and  good  c.on- 
du<ft  of  my  forces,  both  by  fea  and 
land,  have  been  eminently  con- 
fpicuous. 

The  fortune  of  war  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  has  been  more  various;  and 
the  progrefs  of  the  French  armies 
threatened,  at  one  period,  the  ut- 
moft  danger  to  all  Europe;  but 
from  the  honourable  and  dignified 
perfeverance  of  my  ally  the  em¬ 
peror,  and  from  the  intrepidity,  dif- 
cipline,  and  invincible  fpirit  of  the 
Auftrian  forces,  under  the  aufpi- 
cious  conduct  of  the  archduke 
Charles,  fuch  a  turn  has  lately  been 
^iven  to  the  courfe  of  the  war,  as 
May  infpire  a  well-grounded  con¬ 
fidence  that  the  final  refult  of  the 
campaign  will  prove  more  difaf- 
:rous  to  the  enemy  than  its  com- 
nencement  and  progrefs  for  a  time 
-vere  favourable  to  their  hopes. 
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The  apparently  hoftile  difpofi- 
tions  and  condudl  of  the  court  of 
Madrid  have  led  to  difcufiions,  of 
which  I  am  not  yet  enabled  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you  with  the  final  refult; 
but  I  am  confident,  that  whatever 
may  be  their  iffue,  I  ftiali  have 
given  to  Europe  a  further  proof  of 
my  moderation  and  forbearance ; 
and  I  can  have  no  doubt  of  vour 
determination  to  defend  againft  eve¬ 
ry  aggreffion  the  dignity,  rights, 
and  interefts,  of  the  Britifli  empire. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houf'e  of 
commons, 

1  rely  on  your  zeal  and  public 
fpirit  for  fuch  fupplies  as  you  mav 
think  neceftary  for  the  fervice  of 
the  year.  It  is  a  great  fatisfadfion 
to  me  to  obferve,  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  temporary  embarraff- 
ments  which  have  been  experi¬ 
enced,  the  ftate  of  the  commerce, 
manufactures,  and  revenue  of  the 
country,  proves  the  real  extent  and 
foliditv  of  our  refources,  and  fur- 
mfties  you  with  fuch  means  as  muft 
be  equal  to  any  exertions  which  the 
prefent  crifis  may  require. 

My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

The  diftreftes,  which  were  in  the 
laft  year  experienced  from  the  fcar- 
city  of  corn,  are  now,  by  the  bleff- 
ing  of  God,  happily  removed,  and 
an  abundant  harveft  affords  the 
pleading  profpedf  of  relief  in  that 
important  article  to  the  labouring 
claffes  of  the  community.  Our  in¬ 
ternal  tranquillity  has  alfo  conti¬ 
nued  undifturbed  ;  the  general  at¬ 
tachment  of  my  people  to  the  Bri- 
tifti  conftitution  has  appeared  on 
every  occafion  ;  and  the  endeavours 
of  thofe  wTho  wiflied  to  introduce 
anarchy  and  confufion  into  this 
country,  have  been  repreffed  by  the 
energy  and  wifdom  of  the  laws. 

To  defeat  all  the  defiuns  of  our 
enemies,  to  reftore  to  mV  people  the 
blelfings  of  a  fecure  and  honour¬ 
able 


1 


(92)  PUBLIC 

able  peace,  to  maintain  inviolate 
their  religion,  laws,  and  liberty,  and 
to  deliver  down  unimpaired  to  the 
lateft  pofterity  the  glory  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  thefe  kingdoms,  is  the 
conftant  wifh  of  my  heart,  and  the 
uniform  end  of  all  my  actions.— 
In  every  meafure  that  can  conduce 
to  thefe  objects,  I  am  confident  of 
receiving  the  firm,  zealous,  and  af- 
fedtionate  fupport  of  my  parlia¬ 
ment, 


Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
to  the  King ,  moved  by  Lord  Mor¬ 
peth . 

Moft  gracious  fovereign, 

We,  your  majefty’s  moll  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjects,  the  commons  of 
Great  Britain,  in  parliament  affem- 
bled,  beg  leave  to  return  vour  ma- 
jefty  our  humble  and  unanimous 
thanks  for  your  moft  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne. 

We  are  truly  fenhble  of  your 
majefty’s  paternal  regard  for  the 
intereft  of  your  fubjefts,  in  having 
omitted  no  endeavours  for  fetting 
on  foot  negotiations  to  reftore  peace 
to  Europe,  and  to  fecure  for  the 
future  the  general  tranquillity  ;  and 
we  rejoice  to  learn,  that  the  fteps 
which  have  been  taken  for  this 
purpofe  have  at  length  opened  the 
way  to  an  immediate  and  diredl 
negotiation.,  which,  we  doubt  not, 
will  be  fo  conduced  on  your  ma¬ 
jefty’s  part,  as  either  to  produce  the 
defirable  end  of  a  juft,  honourable, 
and  folid  peace,  for  us  and  for  our 
allies,  or  to  prove,  beyond  diipute, 
to  what  caufe  alone  the  prolonga¬ 
tion  of  the  calamities  of  war  muff 
be  a  fori  bed. 

We  cordially  join  with  vour  ma* 
<  jefty  In  an  anxious  wilh  that  the 
ftep,  which  vour  majefty  propofes 
to  take,  of  fending  a  perfon  to  Paris 
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with  full  powers  to  treat,  may  lead 
to  the  reftoration  of  general  peace  ; 
but  we  are  fully  fenfible  that  nothing 
can  fo  much  contribute  to  give  ef¬ 
fect  to  this  defire,  as  manifefting 
that  we  poftefs  both  the  determi¬ 
nation  and  the  refources  to  oppofe, 
with  increafed  a&ivity  and  energy, 
the  further  efforts  with  which  we 
may  have  to  contend  ;  and  we  muff 
indeed  feel  this  to  be  peculiarly 
neceffary,  when  an  intention  has 
been  openly  manifefted  of  attempt¬ 
ing  a  defcent  on  thefe  kingdoms ; 
and,  although  it  cannot  be  doubted 
what  would  be  the  ifiiie  of  fuch  an 
enterprize,  we  deem  it  an  indif- 
penfable  duty  to  negleft  no  pre¬ 
cautions  that  may  either  preclude 
the  attempt,  or  fecure  the  fpeedieft 
means  of  turning  it  to  the  confufion 
and  ruin  of  the  enemy. 

In  reviewing  the  events  of  the 
year,  we  have  not  failed  to  obferve, 
with  a  juft  fatisfaffion,  that,  by  the 
fkill  and  exertions  of  your  majefty’s 
navy^  our  extenftve  and  inereafing 
commerce  has  been  protedted  to  a 
degree  almoft  beyond  example 
and  that  the  fleets  of  the  enemy 
have,  for  the  grerteft  part  of  the 
year,  been  blocked  up  in  their  own 
ports  ;  and  we  lave  feen  with  plea- 
fure  the  operations  in  the  Eaft  and 
Weft  Indies,  which,  while  they 
have  been  produ&ive  of  great  na¬ 
tional  advantage,  have  alfo  dif- 
played  the  valour  and  good  conduct 
of  your  majefty’s  forces,  both  by 
fea  and  land,  in  a  degree  highly 
honourable  to  the  Britidi  arms. 

Having  contemplated  with  anx¬ 
ious  folicitude  the  various  fortune 
of  war  on  the  continent,  and  the 
danger  with  which  all  Europe  was 
at  one  time  threatened,  we  reflect 
with  proportionable  admiration  and 
joy  on  the  honourable  and  dignir 
lied  perfeverance  of  your  majefty’* 
ally  the  emperor,  and  on  the  intre¬ 
pidity, 
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pkiity,  difcipline,  and  invincible 
fpirit  of  the  Andrian  forces,  under 
the  aufpicious  condud  of  the  arch¬ 
duke  Charles ;  and  we  entertain  the 
mod  fanguine  hope  that,  from  the 
turn  lately  given  to  the  courfe  of 
the  war,  the  dnal  refult  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  may  prove  more  difaftrous 
to  the  enemy  than  its  commence¬ 
ment  and  progrefs  for  a  time  were 
favourable  to  their  hopes. 

While  we  regret  the  hodile  dif- 
pofitions  and  condud  on  the  part 
of  the  court  of  Madrid,  which  have 
led  to  the  difcuffions  now  depend¬ 
ing,  we  entertain  a  jud  confidence, 
that,  whenever  your  majedy  fhall 
be  enabled  to  acquaint  us  with  the 
final  refult,  a  farther  proof  will  be 
given  to  Europe  of  the  temper  and 
prudence  which  govern  your  ma- 
jefty’s  proceedings  ;  and  we  cannot 
too  drongly  exprefs  to  your  majedy 
our  fixed  determination  to  fupport 
your  majedy  with  our  lives  and 
fortunes,  in  defending  againd  every 
aggredion  the  dignity,  rights,  and 
intereds,  of  the  Britifh  empire. 

We  beg  to  allure  your  majedy, 
that  you  may  at  all  times  rely  on 
the  zeal  and  affedion  of  your  faith¬ 
ful  commons  for  fuch  fupplies  as 
may  be  neceflary  for  the  fervice  of 
the  year ;  and  that  it  mud  afford 
us  the  mod  cordial  fatisfadion  to 
find,  that,  notwithdanding  the  tem¬ 
porary  embarrafirnenls  which  have 
been  experienced,  the  date  of  the 
commerce,  manufactures,  and  re¬ 
venue  of  the  country,  prove’s  the 
real  extent  and  foiidity  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  refources,  and  will  furnidi  fuch 
means  as  may  be  equal  to  the  great 
and  vigorous  exertions  which  the 
prefent  crifis  peculiarly  requires. 

We  acknowledge,  with  the  ut* 
mod  thankfulnefs  and  fatisfadion, 
that  the  didredes,  which  were  in 
the  lad  year  experienced  from  the 
icarcity  of  corn,  are  now,  by  the 


bl effing  of  God,  happily  removed, 
and  that  ah  abundant  harved  af-» 
fords  the  pleafing  profped  of  relief 
in  that  important  article  to  the 
labouring  clades  of  the  community; 
and  with  equal  fatisfadion  we  re- 
fled:  on  the  uninterrupted  conti¬ 
nuance  of  our  internal  tranquillity, 
on  the  general  attachment  of  vour 
majedy’s  faithful  fubjeds  to*  the 
Britidi  conditution,  and  on  the 
happy  effeds  produced  by  the 
energy  and  wifdom  of  the  laws,  in 
reprelfing  the  endeavours  of  thofe 
who  wiflied  to  introduce  anarchy 
and  confufion  into  the  country. 

We  befeech  your  majedy  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  we  are  deeply  impreffed 
with  the  gracious  and  paternal  ex- 
predions  of  your  majedy’s  condant 
folicitude  for  the  glory  and  happi- 
nefs  of  your  kingdoms  ;  and  we 
are  perfuaded  that  your  majedy 
may  at  all  times  rely  on  the  firm, 
zealous,  and  affectionate  fupport  of 
your  parliament  in  thofe  exertions 
which  are  direded  to  the  great  ob¬ 
ject  of  defeating  all  the  defigns  of 
our  enemies,  of  redorine  to  the 
people  the  blefiings  of  a  fecure  and 
honourable  peace,  and  of  delivering 
down  unimpaired  to  the  lateft  po- 
derity  thofe  civil  and  religious 
bledings,  by  which  thefe  kingdoms 
have  been  fo  eminently  didin- 
guidied,  under  the  protedion  of 
your  majedy’s  jud  and  aufpicious 
government. 


The  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords , 
moved  by  Earl  Bathurf. 

Mod  gracious  fovereign, 

'We  your  majedy’s  mod  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjeds,  the  lords  fpiri- 
tual  and  temporal,  in  parliament 
aflembled,  beg  leave  to  return  youf 
majefry  our  humble  thanks  for  your 

majedy 
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majefty’s  mod  gracious  fpeech  from 
the  throne. 

We  acknowledge  with  gratitude 
your  majefty’s  gracious  condefcen- 
fion  in  acquainting  us  that  you 
have  omitted  no  endeavours  for 
ietting  on  foot  negotiations  to  re. 
{lore  peace  to  Europe,  and  to  fe- 
cure  for  the  future  the  general  tran¬ 
quillity  ;  and  that  the  heps  which 
you  have  taken-  for  the  purpofe 
have  at  length  opened  the  way  to 
an  immediate  and  direct  negotia¬ 
tion,  the  iflue  of  which  mult  pro¬ 
duce  the  defirable  end  of  a  juft, 
honourable,  and  folid  peace,  for  us 
and  for  our  allies,  or  mull  prove, 
beyond  difpute,  to  what  caufe  alone 
the  prolongation  of  the  calamities 
of  war  mult  be  afcribed. 

We  entirely  concur  in  the  anx¬ 
ious  with  expreffed  by  your  ma- 
jefty,  that  the  ftep  which  y6ur  ma- 
jefty  propofes  to  take  of  fending  a 
perfon  to  Paris,  with  full  power  to 
treat  for  the  reftoration  'of  a  gene¬ 
ral  peace,  may  lead  to  the  accom- 
pliftiment  of  that  objedh  But  we 
are  fully  fenfible  that  nothing  can 
fo  much  contribute  to  give  effedt 
to  this  deft  re,  as  our  manifefting 
that  we  poiTefs  both  the  determi¬ 
nation  and  the  refources  to  oppofe, 
with  increafed  adfivity  and  energy, 
the  further  efforts  with  which  we 
may  have  to  contend. 

We  feel  this  peculiarly  necef- 
farv  at  a  moment  when  the  enemy 
has  openly  manifefted  the  intention 
of  attempting  a  defcent  on  thefe 
kingdoms.  We  are  fully  fenfible 
that  it  cannot  be  doubted  what 
would  be  the  iffue  of  fuch  an  en- 
terprize ;  but  we  lb  all,  neverthelefs, 
think  it  our  duty  to  take  every  pre¬ 
caution  that  may  either  elude  the 
attempt,  or  feeure  the  fpeedieft: 
means  of  turning  it  to  the  confu- 
fton  and  ruin  of  the  enemy. 

In  reviewing  the  events  of  the 
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year,  we  have  great  pleafure  in  ob* 
ferving,  that,  by  the  fkill  and  exer- 
lions  of  your  majefty’s  navy,  the 
extenftve  and  increaling  commerce 
of  the  country  has  been  protedled 
to  a  degree  almoft  beyond  example, 
and  that  the  fleets  of  the  enemy 
have,  for  the  greateft  part  of  the 
year,  been  blocked  up  in  their  own 
ports;  that  the  operations  in  the 
Eaft  and  Weft  Indies  have  been 
highly  honourable  to  the  Britifti 
arms,  and  produ&ive  of  great  na¬ 
tional  advantage  ;  and  that  the  va¬ 
lour  and  good  condudf  of  your  ma¬ 
jefty’s  forces,  both  by  fea  and  land, 
have  been  eminently  confpicuous. 

We  have  alfo  obferved,  with  the 
utmoft  fatisfacftion,  that  although 
the  fortune  of  war  on  the  conti¬ 
nent  has  been  more  various,  and 
although  the  progrefs  of  the  French 
armies  threatened  the  utmoft  dan¬ 
ger  to  all  Europe,  yet,  from  the 
honourable  and  dignified  perfeve- 
rance  of  your  majefty’s  ally  the 
emperor,  and  from  the  intrepidity* 
difcipline,  and  invincible  fpirit  of 
the  Auftrian  forces,  under  the  au- 
fpicious  conduct  of  his  royal  high- 
nefs  the  archduke  Charles,  fuch  a 
turn  has  lately  been  given  to  the 
conrfe  of  the  war,  as  may  infpire  a 
well-grounded  confidence  that  the 
final  refult  of  the  campaign  will 
prove  more  difaftrous  to  the  enemy 
than  its  commencement  was  for  a 
time  favourable  to  their  hopes. 

We  rely  with  the  utmoft  confix 
dence  on  your  majefty’s  gracious 
affurances,  that  whenever  your  ma- 
jefty  ft  vail  be  enabled  to  acquaint 
us  with  the  final  refult  of  the  dif- 
cuffions  to  which  the  apparently 
hoftile  difpofition  and  conduct  of 
the  court  of  Madrid  has  given  rife, 
they  will  afford  to  Europe  a  further* 
proof  of  your  majefty’s  modera¬ 
tion  and  forbearance ;  and  we  en* 
treat  your  majefty  to  be  affured  that 

we 
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we  are  firmly  determined  to  defend 
againff  every  aggreffion  the  dignitv, 
rights,  and  intereft  of  the  Britifli 
empire. 

It  has  given  us  infinite  pleafnre 
:o  find  that  the  diftreffies,  which 
yere  in  the  faff  year  experienced 
rom  the  fcarcity  of  corn,  are  now, 
}y  the  bleffings  of  God,  happily 
emoved,  and  an  abundant  harveff 
tffords  the  pleating  profpedl  of  re- 
ief  in  that  important  article  to  the 
abouring  daffies  of  the  community ; 
hat  our  internal  tranquillity  has  alfo 
:ontinued  undifturbed  ;  that  the 
general  attachment  of  the  people  to 
he  Britifli  conffitution  has  appear- 
d  on  every  occafion  ;  and  that  the 
ndeavours  of  thofe  who  wifhed  to 
atroduce  anarchy  and  confufion 
ito  this  country  have  been  re¬ 
ceded  by  the  energy  and  wifdom 
f  the  laws. 

Perfuaded  as  we  cannot  but  be, 
rom  long  experience  of  yotir  ma- 
ifty’s  virtues,  that  to  defeat  all  the 
efigns  of  your  enemies,— to  relfore 

your  people  the  bleffings  of  fe- 
ure  and  honourable  peace,  —  to 
maintain  inviolate  their  relidon, 
nvs,  and  liberty,-— and  to  deliver 
own  unimpaired  to  the  lateff  po- 
erity  the  glory  and  happinefs  of 
ieie kingdoms,  is  the  conffant  wifli 
f  your  majeffy’s  heart,  and  the 
niform  end  of  all  your  majeffy’s 
^fions;  permit  us  moff  humbly'to 
lure  your  majeffy,  that  in  every 
leafure  that  can  conduce  to  thefe 
bjefts,  your  majeffy  may  rely  upon 
ur  firm,  zealous,  and  affectionate 
ipport,  which  we  confider  as  a 
uty  which  we  owe  to  your  ma- 
ffy  and  to  our  country. 


Amendment  to  the  "above  Addrefs , 
moved  by  Earl  PitZ'imlliam ,  and 
negatived  without  a  Divijion. 

That  this  houfe,  ifrcngly  im- 


preffied  with  the  jufficeand  neceffity 
of  the  prefent  war,  carried  on  for 
the  maintenance  of  civil  and  moral 
order  in  the  world,  and  for  fecuring 
the  balance  of  power  in  Europe, 
and  the  independence  of  all  ffates, 
will  continue  to  give  his  majeffy  a 
vigorous  fupport  in  affierting  the 
general  caufe  of  his  majeffy  and 
his  allies,  and  for  preferving  the 
good  faith,  dignity,  and  honour  of 
the  crown,  in  full  affiurance  that 
no  ffeps  fhall  be  taken  inconfiffent 
with  thofe  principles,  or  with  the 
future  fafety  and  profperity  of  thefe 
kingdoms  :  and  fhould  the  appa¬ 
rently  hoffile  difpofition  of  the 
court  of  Madrid,  inffigated  by  the 
intrigues  and  menaces  of  the  com¬ 
mon  enemy,  put  his  majeffy  under 
the  neceffity  of  repelling  force  by 
force,  his  majeffy  may  rely  on  the" 
determination  of  this  houfe  to  give 
his  majeffy  the  moft  ample  fupport 
in  defending  againff  every  aggref¬ 
fion  the  dignity,  rights,  and  mter- 
effs,  of  the  Britifli  empire. 


Protejl  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam  againjt 
the  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
to  the  Throne ,  on  his  Majefty’s 
Speech ,  announcing  the  opening  of  a 
Negotiation  for  Peace  with  the 
French  Republic. 

Dissentient, 

iff,  Becaufe,  by  this  addrefs,  un¬ 
amended  as'  it  ffands,  the  fanCtion 
of  the  lords  is  given  to' a  feries  of 
meafures,  as  ill-judged  with  regard 
to  their  objeCt,  as  they  are  deroga¬ 
tory  from  the  dignity  of  his  ma¬ 
jeffy’s  crown,  and  from  the  honour 
of  this  kingdom.  The  reiteration 
of  folicitations  for  peace  to  a  fpe- 
cies  of  power,  with  wbofe  very 
exiffence  all  fair  and  equitable  ac¬ 
commodation  is  incompatible,  can 
have  no  other  effeCt  than  that  which 
it  is  notorious  all  our  folicitations 

have 
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have  hitherto  had.  They  muft  in- 
creafe  the  arrogance  and  .  ferocity 
of  the  common  enemy  of  all  na¬ 
tions  ;  they  muft  fortify  the  credit, 
quid  fix  the  authority  of  an  odiouS 
government  over  an  enOaved  peo¬ 
ple;  they  mu  ft  impair  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  all  other  powers  in  the 
magnanimity,  conftancy,  and  fide¬ 
lity  of  the  Britifli  councils;  and  it 
is  muc  h  to  be  apprehended  they  will 
inevitably  tend  to  break  the  fpring 
of  that  energy,  and  to  lower  that 
fpirit  which  has  charadlerifed  in 
former  times  this  high-minded  na¬ 
tion,  and  which,  far  from  finking 
under  misfortune,  has  even  rifen 
with  the  difficulties  and  dangers  in 
which  our  country  has  been  in¬ 
volved. 

adly,  Becaufe  no  peace,  fuch  as 
may  be  capable  of  recruiting  the 
ftrength,  economizing  the  means, 
augmenting  the  refources,  and  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  fafety  of  this  king¬ 
dom,  and  its  infeparable  connec¬ 
tions  and  dependencies*  can  be  had 
with  the  ufurped  power  now  exer- 
cifing  authority  in  France,  confl- 
dering  the  defcription,  the  charac¬ 
ter,  and  the  conduct,  of  thofe  who 
compofe  that  government ;  the  me¬ 
thods  by  which  they  have  obtained 
their  power ;  the  policy  by  which 
they  hold  it,  and  the  maxims  they 
have  adopted,  openly  profeffed,  and 
uniformly  adted  on,  towards  the 
deftrudlion  of  all  governments  not 
formed  on  their  model  and  fub- 
fervient  to  their  domination. 

3dly,  Becaufe  the  idea  that  this 
kingdom  is  competent  to  defend 
itfelf,  its  laws,  liberties,  and  reli¬ 
gion,  under  the  general  fubjugation 
of  all  Europe,  is  prefumptuous  in 
the  extreme,  contradictory  to  the 
fuppofed  motives  for  our  prefen t 
eager  folicitations  for  peace,  and  is 
certainly  contrary  to  the  {landing 
policy  both  of  ftate  and  commerce, 


by  which  Great  "Britain  has  hitherto* 
flourifhed. 

4thlv,  Becaufe,  while  the  com¬ 
mon  enemy  exerCifes  his  power 
over  the  feveral  dates  of  Europe  in 
the  way  we  have  feen,  it  is  impof- 
fible  long  to  preferve  oUr  trade,  or, 
what  cannot  exift  without  it,  our 
naval  power.  This  hoftile  fyftem 
feizes  on  the  keys  of  the  dominions 
of  thel'e  powers,  without  any  con- 
fiderationof  their  friendship,  their 
enmity,  or  their  neutrality  ;  pre- 
feribes  laws  to  them  as  to  con¬ 
quered  provinces  ;  mulcts  and  fines 
them  at  pleafure  ;  forces  them, 
without  any  particular  quarrel,  into 
diredf  hoftility  with  this  kingdom, 
and  expels  us  from  fuch  ports  and 
markets  as  die  thinks  fit;  infomuefi 
that  (Europe  remaining  under  its 
prefent  fiavery)  there  is  no  harboui 
which  we  can  enter  without  hei 
permiffion,  either  in  a  commercia 
ora  naval  charadter.  This  genera! 
interdidr  cannot  be  begged  off ;  we 
muft  refift  it  by  our  power,  or  w< 
are  already  in  a  ftate  of  vaffalage. 

5thly,  Becaufe,  whilft  this  ufurp¬ 
ed  power  fhajl  continue  thus  con- 
ftituted,  and  thus  difpofed,  no  fe- 
curity  whatever  can  be  hoped  foi 
in  our  colonies  and  plantations, 
thofe  invaluable  fources  of  6ur  na¬ 
tional  wealth  and  our  naval  power 
This  war  has  {hewn  that  the  powei 
prevalent  in  France,  by  intention¬ 
ally  diforganizing  the  plantation 
fyftem  (which  France  had  in  com¬ 
mon  with  all  other  European  na¬ 
tions),  and  by  inverting  the  ordei 
and  relations  therein  eftablifhed, 
has  been  able,  with  a  naval  force 
altogether  contemptible,  and  with 
very  inconfiderable  fuccours  from 
Europe,  to  baffle  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  the  moft  powerful  armamenl 
ever  fent  from  this  country  intc 
the  Weft  Indies,  and  at  an  expend 
hitherto  unparalleled,  and  \ las,  b) 
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force  6f  example,  and  by  the 
£ffe&s  of  het  machinations,  pro¬ 
duced^  at  little  or  no  expence  to 
h.erfeif  either  of  blood  or  treafure, 
Univerfal  defolation  and  ruin,-  by 
the  general  deftrudion  off  every 
thing  valuable  and  necefiary  for 
cultivation,  throughout,  feveral  of 
our  iflands,  lately  among  the  molt 
flouri filing  and  pro'dudive.  The 
new  fyftem,  by  which  thefe  things 
have  been  effected,  leaves  our  co¬ 
lonies  equally  endangered  in  peace 
as  in  war.  It  is  therefore  with  this 
general  fyftem  (of  which  the  Weft 
India  fcheme  is  but  a  ramification), 
that  all  ancient  eft abli foments  are 
■effentially  at  war  for  the  fake  of 
iel  f-  prefer  vatio  n  4 

6thly,  Becaufe  it  has  been  de¬ 
clared  from  the  throne,  and  in  efFed 
the  principle  has  been  adopted  by 
parliament,  that  there  was  no  way 
likely  to  obtain  a  peace,  common¬ 
ly  fafe  and  honourable,  but  through 
the  ancient  and  legitimate  govern¬ 
ment  long  eftablithed  in  France. 
That  government,  in  its  lawful  fuc- 
ceflion,  has  been  folemnly  recog¬ 
nized,  and  affiftance  and  protection 
ss  folemnly  prom  tied  to  thofe 
Frenchmen  who  fliould  exert  them- 
felves  in  its  reftoration.  The  po¬ 
litical  principle  upon  which  this 
recognition  was  made,  is  very  far 
from  being  weakened  by  the  con- 
dud  of  the  newly -in  vented  go¬ 
vernment.  Nor  are  oUr  obliga¬ 
tions  of  good  faith,  pledged  orffuch 
ftrong  motives  of  policy  to  thofe 
who  have  been  found  in  their  alle¬ 
giance,  diftblved,  nor  can  they  be 
fo,  until  fairly-direded  efforts  have 
been  made  to'  fecure  this  great  fun¬ 
damental  point.  None  have  yet 
been  em  ployed-  with  the  fra  all  eft 
degree  of  vigour  and  perfeverance. 

7thly,  Becaufe  the  example  of 
the  great  change  made  by  the  ufur- 
pation  in  the  moral  and  political 
*796- 


P-  A  P  E  R  S0 


#;orld  (more  dangerous  th£n  all  hef 
conquefts),  is,  by  the  prefent  pro¬ 
cedure,  confirmed  in  all  its  force; 
It  is  the'  firft  fuccefsful  example 
fulmifned  by  hiftory  of  the  fub- 
verfion  of  the  ancient  government 
of  a  great  country,  and  of  all  its 
laws,  orders,  and  religion,  by  the 
corruption  of  mercenary  armies* 
and  by  the  fedudion  of  a  multitude 
bribed  by  confifcation  to  fedition* 
in  defiance  of  the  fenfe,  and  to  the 
entire  deftrudion  of  afmoft  the 
whole  proprietary  body  of  the 
nation,  fl  he  fatal  effeds  of  this 
example  muft  be  felt  in  every 
country.  New  means,  new  arms* 
new  pretexts,  are  furnilhed  to  am¬ 
bition  ;  and  new  perfons  are  intox¬ 
icated  with  that  poifon; 

8thly,  Becaufe  our  eagernefs  irl 
fumg  for  peace  may  induce  the 
perions  exercifing  power  in  France 
erroneoufty  to  believe,  that  we  ad 
from  nece fifty,  and  are  unable  to 
continue  the  war ;  a  perfuafion 
which,  in  the  event  of  an  adual 
peace,  will  operate  as  a  temptation 
to  them  to  renew  that  condud 
■which  brought  on  the  prefent  war  - 
neither  final  I  we  have  any  of  the 
ufual  fecurities  in  peace,  'in  their 
treaties  they  do  not  acknowledge 
the  obligation  of  that  law,  which 
fdr  ages  has  been  common  to  all 
Europe.  They  have  not  the  fame 
fentiments  nor  the  fame  i.ftas  of 
their  intereft  in  the  confervation  of 
peace,  which  have  hithe-to  influ¬ 
enced  all  regular  governments  5 
they  do  not  in  the  fame  manner 
feel  public  diftrefs,  or  the  private 
mifery  of  their  fubjeds  •  they  will 
not  And  the  fame  difficulty  on  the 
commencement  of  a  new  war,  tc? 
call  their  whole  force  into  fudden 
adion,  .where,  by  the  law,  every 
citizen  is  a  foldier,  and  the  pcrfon 
and  properties  of  all  are  liable  a! 
once  to  arbitrary  requifitions.  On 
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&  ■ » 
the  other  hand,  no  attempt  has  been 
made  to  (hew  in  what  manner, 
whether  by  alliances,  by  force,  mi¬ 
litary  or  naval,  or  by  the  improve¬ 
ment  and  augmentation  of  our  fi¬ 
nances,  we  ihall  be  better  able  to 
refill  their  hoflile  attempts,  after 
the  peace,  than  at  the  prefent  hour. 
If  we  remain  armed,  we  cannot 
reap  the  •  ordinary  advantage  of 
peace  in  ceconomv  ;  if  we  difarm, 
we  fhali  be  fubjedl  to  be  "driven 
into  a  new  war,  under  every  cir- 
cumflance  of  difadvantage,  unlefs 
we  now  prepare  ourfelves  to  fufFer 
with  patience  and  fubmiffion  what¬ 
ever  infults,  indignities,  and  in¬ 
juries,  we  may  receive  from  that 
infolent,  domineering,  and  unjufl 
power.. 

pthly,  Becaufe  tjhe  inability  of 
humbling  ourfelves  again  to  folicit 
peace  in  a  manner,  which  is  a  re¬ 
cognition  of  the  French  republic, 
contrary  to  all  the  principles  of  the 
war,  the  danger  of  peace,  if  ob¬ 
tained,,  the  improbability  of  its  dp- 
ration,  and  the  perfeverance  of  the 
enemy  throughout  the  interval  of 
peace  in  their  mifchievous  fyflem, 
is,  not  conjecture,  but  certainty. 
It  has  been  avowed  by  the  adtual 
governors  of  France,  at  the  very 
moment  when  they  had  before  them 
our  application  for  a  paffport.  They 
chofe  that  moment  for  publi filing  a 
Hate  paper,  breathing  the  moil 
.ho File  mind.  In  it  they  flimiilate 
and  goad  us'  by  language  the  mofl 
opprobrious  and  offentive.  They 
frankly  tell  us,  that  it  is  not  our 
Interefl  to  defire  peace,  for  that  they 
regard  peace  only  as  the  opportu¬ 
nity  of  preparing  frefh  means  for 
the  annihilation  of  our  naval  pow¬ 
er.  By  making  peace  they  do  not 
onceai  that  it  will  be  their  objeCl 
— 1 64  to  wrefl  from  us  our  maritime 
prepon derancy  — »  to  re-eliablifh 
what  they  mvidioufly  call  the'  free- 
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dom  of  the  feas ;  to  give  a  net? 
impulfe  to  the  Spanifh,  Dutch,  and 
French  marines;  and  to  carry  to 
the  highefl  degree  of  profperity  the 
induflry  and  commerce  of  thofe 
nations,”  which  they  Hate  to  be 
our  rivals,  which  they  charge  us 
with  u  unjuftly  attacking,  when  we 
can  no  longer  dupe,”  and  which 
they  throughout  contemplate  as 
their  own  dependencies,  united  in 
arms,  and  fund  filing  resources  for 
our  future  humiliation  and  de- 
flrudlion.  They  refort  to  that 
well  known  and  conflant  allufioix 
of  t heir's  to  ancient  hiflory,  by 
which  reprefenting  u  France  as 
modern  Rome,  and  England  as 
modern  Carthage,”  they  accufe  us 
of  national  perfidy,  and  hold  Eng¬ 
land  up  “  as  an  objedl  to  be  blot¬ 
ted  out  from  the  face  of  the  earth.” 
They  falfely  afTert  that  the  Englifh 
nation  (upports  with  impatience  the 
continuance  of  the  war,  and  has 
extorted  all  his  majefly’s  overtures 
for  peace  a  by  complaints  and  re¬ 
proaches  and,  above  all,  not  only 
in  that  paflage,  but  throughout  their 
official  note,  they  fliew  the  mofl 
marked  adherence  to  that  mfidious 
and  intolerable  policy  of  their  fy¬ 
flem,  by  which  they,  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  revolution, 
fought  to  trouble  and  fubvert  all 
the  governments  in  Europe.  They 
Rudioufly  disjoin  the  Englifh  nation 
from  its  fovereign. 

iothly,  Because,  having  a&ed 
throughout  the  courfe  of  this  awful 
and  momentous  c-rifis  upon  the 
principles  herein  expreffed,  and 
after  having,  on  the  prefent  occa- 
fion,  not  onlv  fullv  reconfidereci, 
andjealoufly  examined  their  found- 
nefs  and  validity,  but  gravely  at¬ 
tended  to,  and  fcrupuloufly  weighed 
the  merits  of  all  thofe  arguments 
which  have  been  offered  t.o  induce 
a  dereliction  of  them,  cpnfcienti- 

oulfy 
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ilfly  adhering  to,  and  firmly  abid- 
ig  by  them,  I  thus  l'olemnly  re- 
ord  them,  in  juftification  of  my 
wn  condudl,  and  in  difcharge  of 
le  duty  I  owe  to  my  king,  my 
ountrv,  and  the  general  interells 
f  civil  fociety. 

Wentworth  Fjtzjwilliam. 


Proceedings  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons , 
Dec.  14,  1796,  ref  petting  a  Vote 
of  Cenfure  on  Adminijlration ,  for 
iffuing  certain  Sums  of  Money ,  with¬ 
out  the  Covfent  of  P ' arliartient . 

On  the  14th  of  December,  Mr. 
7ox  made  the  following  motion  in 
he  houfe  of  commons : 

“  That  his  majefty’s  minifters 
laving  authorized  and  diredled,  at 
afferent  times,  without  the  confent, 
uid  during  the  fitting  of  parliament, 
:he  iffue  of  feveral  fums  of  money 
ror’ the  fervice  of  his  imperial  ma- 
lefty,  and  alfo  for  the  fervice  of  the 
army  under  the  prince  de  Conde, 
have  a£led  contrary  to  their  duty, 
and  the  trull  repofed  in  them,  and 
have  thereby  violated  the  conflitu- 
tional  privileges  of  this  houfe.” 

Mr.  Bragge  moved  the  following 
amendment  to  Mr.  Fox’s  motion. 
He  propofed  to  leave  out  from  the 
hr  ft  word  that,  and  to  inlert, 

“  —  the  meafure  of  advancing 
the  feveral  fums  of  money,  which 
appear,  from  the  accounts  pre- 
lented  to  the  houfe  in  this  feffion 
of  parliament,  to  have  been  iftued 
for  the  fervice  of  the  emperor, 
though  not  to  be  drawn  into  pre¬ 
cedent  but  upon  occafions  of  fpe- 
cijal  neceffity,  was,  under  the  pecu¬ 
liar  circumftances  of  the  cale,  a 
juftifiable  and  proper  exercife  of 
the  difcretion  veiled  in  his  majefty’s 
minifters  by  the  vote  of  credit,  and 
calculated  to  produce  confequen- 
ces  which  have  proved  highly  ad- 
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vantageous  to  the  common  caufe, 
and  to  the  general  interells  of  Eu¬ 
rope.-” 

Mr.  Fox  propofed  a  fecond 
amendment,  to  infert  after  the  word 
credit ,  in  the  firft  propofed  amend¬ 
ment,  the  words, 

44  It  being  the  opiniop  of  this 
houfe,  that  certain  of  the  fums 
Hated  in  the  papers  laid  before  this 
houfe,  to  have  been  iftued  on  the 
authority  of  the  vote  of  credit,  were 
not  paid  on  the  faid  authority.” 
(Negatived.) 

Mr.  Fox  propofed  a  third  amend¬ 
ment,  tovadd  at  the  end  of  the  firll 
propofed  amendment,  the  words, 

44  Although  no  documents  have 
been  laid  before  the  houfe  to  prove 
either  the  neceffity  or  the  expedi¬ 
ency  of  the  faid  meafure.”  (Nega¬ 
tived.) 

On  Mr. Fox’s  original  motion  the 
houfe  divided,  and  it  was  rejected 
by  a  majority  of  28$  to  81. 

It  was  refolved,  finally,  44  That 
the  meafure  of  advancing  the  feve¬ 
ral  fums  of  money,  which  appear 
from  the  accounts  preiented  to  the 
houfe  in  this  fellion  of  parliament 
to  have  been  iftued  for  the  fervice 
of  the  emperor,  though  not  to  be 
drawn  into  precedent  but  upon  oc- 
cafion  of  fpecial  neceffity,  was,  un¬ 
der  the  peculiar  circumftance^  of 
the  cafe,  a  juftifiable  and  proper 
exercife  of  the  difcretion  veiled  in 
his  majefty’s  minifters  by  the  vote 
of  credit,  and  calculated  to'  pro¬ 
duce  confequences  which  have 
proved  highly  advantageous,  to  the 
common  caufe,  and  to  the  general 
interells  of  Europe.” 


His  Majefly's  Mejfage  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons ,  Dec.  17,  1796. 

GEORGE  R. 

His  majefty  'thinks  proper  to  ac¬ 
quaint  the  houfe  of  commons,  that 
(G2)  he 
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he  is  at  prefent  engaged  in  con¬ 
certing  measures  with  his  allies,  in 
order  to  be  fully  prepared  for  the 
vigorous  and  effectual  profecution 
of  the  war,  if  the  failure,  of  his 
majefty’s  earned  endeavours  to  ef- 
feft  a  general  peace,  on  feci! re  and 
honourable  terms,  fhould  unfortu¬ 
nately  render  another  campaign 
unavoidable.  And  his  majefty  will 
not  fail  to  take  the  fir  ft  opportunity 
to  communicate  the  refult  of  thefe 
difcuffions  to  the  houfe.  In  the 
interval,  his  majefty  conceives  that 
it  may  be  of  the  greateft  importance 
to  the  common  caufe,  that  his  ma¬ 
jefty  fhould  be  enabled  to  continue 
fuch  temporary  advances  for  the 
fervice  of  the  emperor  as  may  be 
indifpenfably  neceffary,  with.  a 
view  to  military  operations  being 
profecuted  with  vigour  and  effect 
at  an  early  period  ;  and  his  majefty 
recommends  it  to  the  houfe  to  con- 
fider  of  making  fuch  provifion  as 
may  appear  to  them  to  be  moft  ex¬ 
pedient  for  this  purpofe. 


Proceedings  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

Dec.  29,  r  796,  on  the  Subject  cj  the 

preceding  Mcjfage . 

Mr. Pitt  moved,  “that  an  humble 
addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty, 
to  return  his  majefty  the  thanks  of 
this  houfe  for  his  moft  gracious 
meflage :  to  allure  his  majefty  that 
this  houfe  will  immediately 'enter 
into  the  confideration  of  fuch  mea- 
fur.es'  as  mqv  appear  to  them  to  be 
moft  expedient  for  enabling  his 
majefty  to  continue  fuch  tempo¬ 
rary  advances  to  the  emperor,  as 
may  (if  the  failure  of  his  majefty’s 
earned  endeavours  to  effect  a  gene¬ 
ral  peace  on  fecure  and  honourable 
terms  fhould  unfortunately  render 
another  campaign  unavoidable)  be 
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neceftary,  with  a  view  to  the  prb-- 
fecution  of  military  operations, 
with  vigour  and  effect,  at  an  early 

period.” 

"  Sir  William  Pulteney  moved  as 
an  amendment  to  the  above  ad¬ 
drefs,  that  the  whole  fhould  be  left 
oftt after  the  word  ‘  confideration and 
inftead  thereof,  the  words  ‘  of  the 
fame ’  inferted.  (Negatived  without 
adivifion), 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  moved  the 
following  amendment: 

“Yourmajefty’sfaithfulcommons 
having  thus  manifefted  their  deter¬ 
mination  to  enable  your  majefty  to 
give  fuch  affiftance  to  your  ma¬ 
jefty’s  ally  the  emperor,  as  may  be 
indifpenfably  neceffary  in  the  un¬ 
fortunate  event  of  an  unfavourable 
iffue  to  the  prefsnfc  negotiations  for 
peace,  cannot  omit  this  occafion  of 
exprefling  their  deep  regret,  that 
your  majefty’s  minifters  fhould,  in 
recent  inftances,  have  prefumed  to 
iffue  ffmilar  alfiftance  to  the  empe¬ 
ror,  without  any  previous  appli¬ 
cation  to  parliament  to  enable  your 
majefty  fo  to  do ;  thereby  acting,- 
as  your  majefty’s  gracious  meffage 
appears  in  a  great  meafore  to  admit, 
in  defiance  of  the  eftablifhed  prac¬ 
tice,  and  in  violation  of  the  confti- 
tutiona!  privileges  of  this  houfe.” 
(Negatived  without  a  divifion.) 

The  original  addrefs  was  then 
put  and  carried. 


Hi's  Maiefly* s.  "Meffage  to  the  Houfe  of 
Peers ,  prefented  Dec.  26,  179b* 

GEORGE  R.  ■  I 
It  is  with  the  utmoft  concern 
that  his  majefty  acquaints  the  houfe 
of  lords,  that  his  earned  endeavours 
to  effedl  the  reftoration  of  peace 
have  been  unhappily  fruft  rated,  and 
that  the  negotiation  in  which  he  has 
been  engaged  has  been  abruptly 
broken  off  by  the  peremptory  re- 
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fufal  of  the  French  government  to 
treat,  except  upon  a  b^fis  evidently 
iriad miffible,  arid  by  thdr  having  in 
confequence  required  his  majefty’s 
plenipotentiary  to  quit  Paris  within 
48  hours. 

His  majefty  has  directed  the  fe¬ 
deral  memorials  and  papers  which 
have  been  exchanged  in  the  courfe 
of  the  late  difcuifton,  and  the  ac¬ 
count  tranfmitted  to  his  majefty  of 
its  final  refult,  to  be  laid  before  the 
houfe. 

From  thefe  papers,  his  majefty 
truffs,  it  will  be  proved  to  the  whole 
world,-*  that  his  conduct  has  been 
guided  by  a  fincere  delire  to  effect 
the  refloration  of  peace  on  princi¬ 
ples  fuited  to  the  relative  fituation 
of  the  belligerent  powers,  and  ef- 
fential  for -the  permanent  interefts 
of  his  kingdoms,  and  the  general 
fecurity  of  Europe  :  whilft  his 
enemies  have  advanced  pretenfions 
at  once  inconfiftent  with  thole’ ob- 
je6Pg,  unfupported  even  on  the 
grounds  on  which  they  were  pro¬ 
filed  to  reft,  and  repugnant  both 
to  the  fyftem  eftabli  filed  by  re¬ 
peated  treaties,  and  to  the  princi¬ 
ples  and  practice  which  have  hi¬ 
therto  regulated  the  imercourfe  of 
independent*  nations. 

In  this  fituation  his  majefty  has 
the  confolation  of  reflecting,  that 
the  continuance  of  the  calamities 
of  war  can  be  imputed  only  to  the 
unjuft:  and  exorbitant  views  of  his 
enemies ;  and  his  majefty,  looking 
forward  with  anxiety  to  the  mo¬ 
ment  when  they  may  be  difpofed  to 
aft  on  different  principles,  places  in 
the  mean  time  the  fulieft  reliance, 
under  the  protection  of  Providence, 
on  the  wifdom  and  ftrmnefs  of  his 
parliament,  on  the  tried  valour  of 
his  forces  by  fea  and  land,  and  on 
the  zeal,  public  fpirit, and  refources 
of  his  kingdoms,  for  vigorous  and 
■effectual  fupport  in  the  profecution 
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of  a  conteft,  which  it  does  not  de¬ 
pend  on  his  majefty  to  terminate, 
and  which  involves  in  it  the  fecu¬ 
rity  and  permanent  interefts  of  this 
country,  and  of  Europe. 

G.  R. 


Proceedings  of  ihe  Houfe  of  Peers  on 
his  Majefty' s  Meffage, 

On  Friday  the  30th  of  Decern* 
her,  his  majefty’s  meffage  to  the 
houfe  of  peers  was  taken  into 
confederation,  and  Lord  Grenville 
moved, 

“  That  an  humble  addrefs  be 
prefent.ed  to  his  majefty,  thanking 
him  for  his  gracious  meffage,  and 
giving  him  the  loyal  aflurance  of 
their  firm  and  fteadv  fupport  in  the 
further  continuance  of  this  juft 
and  nectfffary  war ;  Ids  majefty’s 
difpofitions  to  peace  having  been 
unhappily  fruftrated  by  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  enemy.’’' 

The  earl  of  Guildford  moved  the 
following  amendment  to  the  above 
addrefs  ; 

That  after  the  words,  “  return! 
ing  his  majefty  thanks  for  his  gra¬ 
cious  meffage,”  there  be  inferted 
the  following  r 

“  That  this  houfe  has  learnt 
with  inexpreftible  concern,  that 
the  negotiation  his  majefty  lately 
commenced  for  the  refloration  of 
pea  ce  has  been  unhappily  fruf- 
trated. 

“  In  fo  awful  and  momentous 
a  crifis,  the  houfe  of  lords  feel  it 
their  duty  to  fpeak  to  his  majefty 
with  that  freedom  and  earneftnefs 
which  becomes  men  anxious  to 
prefervethe  honour  of  his  majefty’s 
crown,  and  to  fee  lire  the  interefts 
of  his  people.  That,  in  doing 
this,  they  ftneereiy  deplore  that 
they  are  under  the  necefiity  of  de¬ 
claring,  that,  as  well  from  the  man- 
(G  3)  -  '  aer 
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tier  in  which  the  late  negotiation 
has  been  conducted,  as  from  the 
fubftance  of  the  memorial  which 
appears  to  have  produced  the  abrupt 
termination  of  it,  they  have  reafon 
to  think  his  majefty’s  minifters 
were  not  fincere  in  their  endea¬ 
vour  to  procure  the  blefiings  of 
peace,  fo  neceflary  for  this  di  ft  re  ti¬ 
ed  country,^ and  that  all  profpecf 
of  pacification  feems  entirely  re¬ 
moved  from  their  view.  For,  on 
the  one  hand,  his  inajefty’s  mi- 
nifters  infift  upon  the  reftoration 
of  the  Netherlands  to  the  emperor 
a?  a  fine  1ua  non,  from  which  they 
have  pledged  his  majefty  not  to 
recede ;  while,  on  the  other,  the 
executive  directory  of  the  French 
republic,  with  equal  pertinacity, 
claim  the  prefervation  of  that  part 
part  of  their  conquefts  as  a  condi¬ 
tion  from  which  they  cannot  de- 
part. 

“  That,  under  thefe  circumftan- 
ces,  this  houfe  cannot  help  lament¬ 
ing  the  rafhnefs  and  injuftice  of 
his  majefty’s  minifters,  whofe  long- 
continued  mifcondud  has  produc¬ 
ed  this  embarrafling  fttuation,  by 
advifng  his  majefty,  before  the 
bleffings  of  peace  had  been  unfor¬ 
tunately  interrupted,  to  refufe  all 
negotiation  for  the*  adjuftment  of 
the  then  fubflfting  differences,  al¬ 
though  at  that  time  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  now  the  main  obftacle  to  the 
return  of  tranquillity,  fo  far  from 
being  confidered  as  an  objedt  of 
confeft,  was  folernnly  renounced, 
and  the  peace  of  Europe  offered 
into  his  majefty ’s  hands  upon  the 
bafts  of  that  renunciation,  and  upon 
the  fecurity  and  independence  of 
Holland,  whilft  file  preferved  her 
neutrality  towards  France. 

“  That  this  houfe  hath  further 
deeply  to  regret,  that  foon  after 
the  commencement  of  the  war, 
when*  by  the  vigour  of  his  ma* 
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jefty’s  arms,  with  the  afliftance  of 
his  allies,  the  republic  of  Holland 
had  been  refcued  from  invafion, 
and  the  greateft  part  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands  had  been  recovered  bv  the 

j 

emperor ;  at  a  time  too,  when  moft 
of  the  princes  of  Europe,  with  re- 
fources  yet unexhaufted,  continued 
firm  in  their  alliances  with  Great 
Britain,  his  majefty’s  minifters  did 
not  avail  themfelves  of  this  high 
and  commanding  pofition  for  the 
negotiation  of  an  honourable  peace, 
and  the  eftablifhment  of  the  poli¬ 
tical  balance  of  Europe  ;  that,  on 
the  contrary,  without  any  example 
in  the  principles  and  praftice  of 
this  or  any  other  nation,  it  is  with 
pain  this  houfe  recollefts  his  ma- 
jeftv’s  minifters  refufed  to  fet  on 
footany  negotiation  whatfoever  with 
the  French  republic;  not  upon  a 
real  oreven  alleged  unwillingnefson 
her  part  to  liften  to  the  proportions 
now  rejedled  by  her,  or  to  any 
other  fpeciftc  propofal.  of  indemnity 
or  political  fecurity,  but  upon  the 
arrogant  and  infill  ting  pretence, 
that  her  government  was  not  ca¬ 
pable  of  maintaining  the  accus¬ 
tomed  relations  of  peace  and  amity 
amongft  nations ;  and  that,  on  this 
unfounded  and  merely  fpeculative 
aftumption,  his  majefty  was  advifed. 
to  continue  the  war  to  a  period 
when  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
peace  have  been  fo  much  increased 
by  the  defection  of  moft  of  the 
powers  engaged  in  the  confederacy, 
and  by  the  conquefts  and  confe- 
quent  pretentious  of  the  French 
republic. 

“  That  this  houfe  having  thus 
humbly  fubmitted  to  his  majefty 
the  refledtions  which  his  majefty’s 
gracious  communication  immedi¬ 
ately  fuggeft,  feel  tftemfelves  in 
duty  bound,  for  the  information 
of  his  majefty,  and  the  fatisfaelion 
of  an  exhaufted  people,  j. o  proceed, 
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with  unremitting  diligence,  to  in- 
veftigate  the  caufes  which  have 
produced  our  prefent  calamities, 
and  to  offer  Inch  advice  as  the  cri¬ 
tical  and  alarming  circum fiances  of 
the  nation  may  require.” 

The  above  amendment  was  ne¬ 
gatived  by  a  majority  of  63  to  f. 


Proceedings  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons , 

December  30,  1  796,  on  a  Jimilar 

Mejfage  delivered  on  the  Janie  Day 

with  the  preceding . 

Mr.  Pitt  moved, “  that  an  humble 
addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty, 
to  return  the  thanks  of  this  houfe 
for  his  moft  gracious  meffage,  and 
for  having  been  pieafed  to  lav  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe  the  papers  which 
have  been  exxhanged  in  the  courfe 
of  the  late  difculfi.cn,  and  the  ac¬ 
count  tranfmitted  to  his  majefty  of 
its  final  refult. 

“To  a  fibre  his  majeftv,  that  we 
cannot  but  deeply  participate  in 
the  concern  •  which  his  majefty 
(from  his  conftant  regard  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  his  fubjedts)  naturally 
feels  in  the  difappointment  of  his 
earned  endeavours  to  effect  the 
restoration  of  peace,  and  in  the 
abrupt  termination,  on  the  part  of  the 
French  government,  of  the  nego¬ 
tiation  in  which  his  majefty  was 
engaged  ;  but  that  it  affords  us  the 
greateft  confolation,  and  theutmoft 
incitement  to  our  zeal  and  per- 
f'everance,  to  obferve  the  abun¬ 
dant  proofs  that  his  majefty ?s  con¬ 
duit  has  been  guided  by  a  fin-cere 
delire  to  effedt  the  reftoration  of 
general  peace,  and  to  provide  for 
the  permanent  interefts  of  his  king¬ 
doms,  and  for  the  general  fecurity 
of  Europe  ;  while  his  enemies  have 
advanced  pretenfions,  at  once  incon- 
fiftent  withthofe  objedts,  unfupport- 
edj  even  on  the  grounds  on  which 
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they  profeffed  to  reft,  and  repug¬ 
nant  both  to  the  fyftem  eftablilhed 
by  repeated  treaties,  and  to  the 
principles  and  pradtice  which  have 
hitherto  regulated  the  intercourfe 
of  independent  nations. 

“  That,  in  this  fttuation,  perfuad- 
ed  that  the  pfeient  continuance  of 
the  calamities  of  war  can  be  im¬ 
puted  only  to  the  unjuft  and ’  ex¬ 
orbitant  views  of  his  majefty’s  ene¬ 
mies,  and  looking  forward  with 
anxiety  to  the  moment  when  they 
may  be  dilpofed  to  adf  on  different 
principles ;  we  feel  it  incumbent 
on  us,  to  afford  his  majefty  'the 
moft  firm  and  zealous  fupport  in 
fuch  meafures  as  may  be  moft  like¬ 
ly  to  bring  this  great  conteft  to  a 
fafe  and  honourable  iffue ;  and  we 
place  the  fulleft  reli'ance,  under  the 
protection  of  Providence,  on  his 
majefty’s  vigilant  concern  for  the 
interefts  of  his  fubjedls ;  on  the 
tried  valour  of  his  forces  by  fea 
and  land,  and  on  the  Zeal.,  public 
lpirit,  and  refources  ofvthefe  king-  ; 
doms,  which  can  never  be  called 
forth  under  circum fiances  more 
important  to  their  permanent  wel¬ 
fare,,  and  to.the  general  fee.  ri.ty  and 
interefts  of  Europe.” 

Mr.  Fox  moved  the  following 
amendment  to  the  above  addrefs : 

“  We  your  majefty’sfaithful  com¬ 
mons,  having  feen  with  inexprefti- 
ble  concern,  that  the  negotiations 
with  the  directory  of  France  have 
unhappily  and  abruptly  terminated, 
confider  it  our  duty  to  fpeak  with 
the  freedom  and  earneftnefs  which 
becometh  reprefentatives  of  a  great 
people  :  we  regret,  from  the  me¬ 
morials'  and  other  documents  fub- 
mitted  to  our  confiderafion,  that 
your  majefty’s  minifters  appear  not 
to  have  been  fo  fin  cere  in  their 
profeftions  for  peace  as  we  had  been 
induced,  from  their  repeated  de¬ 
clarations,  to  fuppofe.  The  infin- 
(G  4)  cerity 
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perky  of  the  overtures  which  have 
been  made  for  peace,  is  to  be  in¬ 
ferred  from  the  mini  iters  having 
infilled  on  the  furrender  of  the 
Netherlands  by  France;  this  they 
have  thought  proper  to  term  the 
Jihq  qua  non  ;  while  the  enemy,  pro¬ 
fiting  by  the  bad  condmft,  by  the 
incapacity  of  thofe  minifters,  urge 
their  demands/  Tour  faithful  com¬ 
mons  have,  moreover,  feen,  wjth 
extreme  regret,  that  when  only  a 
very  fmall  portion  of  the  German 
empire  was  occupied  by  the  arms 
of  France,  when  the  fecurity  of 
Holland  might  have  been  guaran¬ 
tied  by  your  arms,  when  your 
majefty’s  allies  were  firm  in  the 
tmion,  and  apparently  fincere  in 
their  profeflions^  your  majefty’s 
minifters  did  not  employ  themfelves 
for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  peace 
to  England  and  to  Europe ;  but", 
on  the  contrary,  repeatedly  refus¬ 
ed  to  enter  into  any  negotiation 
with  the  French  republic^  not 
for  any  well-grounded  reafon,  not 
becaufe  that  republic  was  really 
hoftile  to  all  other  nations,  but 
on  an  infulting  and  arrogant  pre¬ 
ference  for  the  forms  and  ufages  of 
the  ancient  courts  of  Europe,  by 
attempting  to  prove,  that  the  re¬ 
public  of  France  could  not  main¬ 
tain  the  accuftomed  relations  of 
peace  and  amity.  Your  majefty's 
minifters  having  accordingly  ad- 
vifed  your  majefty  to  recommend 
in  your  Speeches  from  the  throne, 
ffi  continue  a  war,  ruinous  in  it- 
felf,  after  the  mo  ft  calamitous  fuf- 
ferings  by  the  defection  of  the 
major  part  of  your  majefty’^  allies; 
your  faithful  commons  will  proceed 
therefore  to  inveftigate  the  cayfe  of 
that  mifeondudt  on  the  part  of  your 
majefty’s  minifters,  which  has  in¬ 
volved  this  nation  in  her  prefent 
lpn  is  fortunes,  and  produced  the 
failure  of  that  negotiation.” 
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Mr.  Fox’s  addrefs  was  nega¬ 
tived  by  a  majority  of  212  to  37. 


Speech  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieu - 

tenant  of  Ireland ,  to  both  Houfes  of 

Parliament ,  Jan .  $i,  1796. 

My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

-  it 

I  have  received  his'  majefty’s 
commands  to  meet  you  in  parlia¬ 
ment. 

It  gives  me  the  moft  fincere  fa - 
tisfa&ion  to  be  authorized  to  inform 
you,  j:hat  nofc^ithftanding  the  ad¬ 
vantages  which  the  enemy  pofiefled 
at  the  commencement  of  the  laft 
year,  and  the  fuccelfes  which  at¬ 
tended  their  operations  in  the 
former  parts  of  the  campaign,  the 
general  fituation  of  affairs  is  on 
the  whole  moft  eftentially  im¬ 
proved. 

The  coptinued  and  brilliant  fuc- 
cefles  of  the  Auftjian  armies  up¬ 
on  the  Rhine,  the  important  cap¬ 
tures  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
and  Trincomale  by  his  majefty’s 
forces,  and  the  decided  and  con¬ 
firmed  fuperiority  of  his  fleets,  are 
circumftances  of  the  utmoft  impor¬ 
tance  to  the  common  caufe,  and 
their  effedt  is  heightened  by  the  in¬ 
terna!  diftreftes,  the  ruined  com¬ 
merce,  and  in  creating  financial  era- 
barraffinent  of-the  enemy. 

The  cpifis  lately  depending  in 
France  has  led  to  an  order  of  things 
in  that  country,  fuchaswill  induce 
his  majefty  to  meet  any  difpofition 
to  negotiation  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  with  an  earned:  defire  to 
give  it  the  fulled  and  fpeedieft  ef- 
feeft ;  and  to  conclude  a  treaty  of 
general  peace,  when  it  may  be  ef¬ 
fected  on  juft  and  fuitable  terms 
for  himfeif  and  his  allies. 

The  treaty  of  commerce  between 
his  majefty  and  the  United  States 
•'  ’  •  of 
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of  America,  having  been  mutually 
ratified,  I  have  ordered  copies  of 
it,  by  his  majefty’s  command,  to  be 
laid  before  you. 

I  have  the  pleafure  to  annoifnce 
.to  you,  that  her  royal  highnefs  the 
princefs  of  Wales  has  been  happily 
delivered  of  a  princefs ;  an  event 
which,  by  giving  -additional  liabi¬ 
lity  to  ills  majefty’s  auguft  houfe, 
cannot  fail  to  afford  you  the  higheft 
fatisiacftiofl. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of 
commons, 

I  obferve  with  the  fincereft  plea¬ 
fure,  that,  notwithftanding  the  con¬ 
tinued  prefifure  of  the  war,  the  com¬ 
merce  and  revenues  of  this  king¬ 
dom  have  not  in  any  degree  fallen 
from  that  floiiriftting  ftate  of  ad¬ 
vancement,  which  ip  the  Iaft  IVlHon 
of  parliament  was  a  fubjecft  offuch 
juft  congratulation.  This  circum- 
ftance  affords  a  decifive  proof,  that 
your  profperity  is -founded  on  a 
iolid  bafis,  and  leads  me  to  indulge 
the  battering  hope*  that  whatever 
additional  burthens  ' you  may  find 
it  neceffary  to  impofe  will  not  be 
materially  felt  by  the  people. 

I  have  ordered  the  public  ac¬ 
counts  and  eftimstes  for  the  enfuing 
year  to  be  laid  before  you,  and 
have  no  doubt  of  your  readinefs  to 
provide  fuch  fuppjies  as  a  due 
lenfe  of  the  exigencies  of  the  king¬ 
dom  ffi all  fuggeff,  and  the  wife  po¬ 
licy  ol  ftrengthening  his  majefty’s 
Exertions  for  procuring  a  foiid  and 
permanent  peace  fhall  appear  to 
render  neceffary. 

*\ 

My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  feel  my- 
.  fdf  obliged  to  advert  to  thofe  le- 
cret  and  treafonable  affociations, 
the  dangerous  extent  and  malignity 
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of  which  have,  in  fome  degree, 
been  diiclofed  in  feveral  trials ;  and 
to  the  difturbances  which  have 
taken  place  in  fome  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  It  has,  at  the  lame  time* 
been  a  fource  of  great  fatis faction 
to  me,  to  obferve  the  fuecefsiul 
and  meritorious  exertions  of  the 
magiftrates  in  feveral  parts  of  the 
kingdom  ;  and  the  alacrity  which 
his  majefty’s  regular  and  militia 
forces  have  univerfally  manitefted 
in  aid.  of  the  civil  pover,  when¬ 
ever  they  have  been  called  upon 
for  the  prefyrvation  of  the  peace, 
and  fupport  of  the  laws.  It  re¬ 
mains  for  your  prudence  and  wif- 
dom  to  devifie  fuch  rreafurts  as, 
together  with  the  continuance  of 
thofe  exertions,  and  with  the  addi¬ 
tional  power  which,  by  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  the  privy-council,  I  have 
thought  it  neceffary  to  eftablith 
in  different  counties,  will  prevent' 
the  return  of  fimiiar  exceffies,  and 
reftore  a  proper  reverence  for  tho 
laws  of  the  country. 

The  fuperior  and  incrcafine  im¬ 
portance  of  the  agriculture  and  ma- 
nufa&ures,  and  .particularly  of  the 
linen  manufacture  of  the  kiiigdom, 
will  command  your  accufton  ed 
fupport.  Tinder  the  prefect  fit  na¬ 
tion  of  Europe,  you  cannot  fail  to 
attend,  with  peculiar  vigilance,  to 
the  general  ftate  of  provisions ;  and, 
if  circumftances  fhall,  at  any  time, 
render  your  iriterpofitioa  advife- 
able,  I  have  no  doubt  o£  your 
adopting  fuch  meafures  as  fhall 
befit  apply  to  the  exifting  neceffity 
of  the  times. 

I  am  alfio  defirous  of  pointing 
your  attention  to  the  proteftant 
charter  fichools,  and  other  infti- 
tutions  of  public  charity  and  im¬ 
provement. 

Your  unanimity  and  zeal  can 
never  be  of  more  importance  than 
at  fhe  prefent  crifis,  in  order  to 
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iroprefs  the  enemy  with  a  thorough 
conviction  of  the  refourees  of  his 
majefty’s  kingdoms,  and  to  pro-, 
cure  a  favourable  termination  to 
vour  honourable  efforts..  His  ma- 
jefty  has  the  fulleft  reliance  on 
your  firmnefs  and  attachment,  and 
on  the  fortitude,  fpirit,  and  perfe- 
verance  of  his  people. 

it  will  be  my  ambition,  as  it  is 
my  duty,  to  reprefent  your  zeal  in 
his  maje fly's  fervice;  and  it  will 
be  mv  perfonal  and  moil  anxious 
•wifh  to  co-operate  with  your  efforts 
in  the  common  caiife, .  in  which 
we  are  all  equally  engaged  and  in¬ 
terfiled;  and  my  utmofl  endea¬ 
vours  fli  all  be  u fed  to  fecyre  the 
happinefs  and  profperity  „of  this 
kingdom,  and  to  protect  and  main¬ 
tain  its  mod  excellent  conditu- 
tion. 


Speech  of  the  Speaker  cp  the  Jrijh 
Roufe  of  Commons ,  on  prefentmg 
the  Bills  of  Supply  to  his  Excel¬ 
lency  the  Lord  Lieutenant ,  for  the 
Royal  Afftnt. 

I  fhould  feel  a  pride  in  repeating 
the  fentiments  of  loyalty  which  db 
redl  the  commons  in  all  their  deli¬ 
berations,  but  the  bills  of  fupply, 
which  they  now  oiler,  declare  them 
more  effectually  than  it  is  in  the 
power  of  any  language  to  exprefs. 

We  are  a  part  of  the  empire  ; 
we  will  franc!  or  fall  with  Britain ; 
it  is  our  repeated  determined  refo- 
lution,  and-  this  nation  will  exert 
all  it,s  powers,  and  will  call  forth 
all  its  refourees,  to  fupport,  with 
her,  the  common  caufe,  to  uphold 
the  fafety  of  the  laws,  the  reli¬ 
gion,  and  the  constitution,  againfl 
the  overthrow  with  which  the  pre¬ 
sent  unprovoked  and  unexampled 
war  attempts  to  threaten  them. 


Peace  is  an  object  mod  devoutly 
to  be  wi tiled  ;  but  an  infpeure  peace  • 
is  only  a  fmothered  war;  for  a  lad¬ 
ing  and  honourable  one'  (and  none 
can  be  lading  that  is  not  honour¬ 
able)  we  lock,  to  the  powerful  im- 
preffions  which  the  abundant  re- 
fources  of  the  empire,  the  vigour 
of  his  majefty’s  exertions,  and  the 
cordial  co-operation  of. all  his  fub- 
je£ts,  mud  make  on  the  common 
enemy. 

We  have,  accordingly,  with  an 
unanimous  voice,  granted  fup plies 
to  the  utmod  clefire  expreffed  by 
his  majedy’s  miniders,  and  in  do¬ 
ing  fo  we  look  back  with  great  fa- 
tisfacfion  on  the  energy,  wildom, 
and  ceconomy,  with  which  the  very 
liberal  fupplies  of  the  lad  lefiions 
have  been  adminidered  under  your 
excellency’s  government. 

The  defence  of  the  kingdom  has 
had  due  attention  paid  to  it.  The 
fpirit  of  infurretdion  has  been  vi- 
goroufly  fuppreded  wherever  it  has 
appeared,  and  we  have  t  he  dronged 
hope,  from  the  vigilance,  the  firm¬ 
nefs,  and  conciliating  moderation, 
which  have  marked  your  excellen¬ 
cy’s  conduct  fince  your  arrival  in 
this  kingdom,  that  under  the  addi¬ 
tional  powers  with  which  the  laws 
of  this  feflion  will  have  armed  the 
magidracy,  it  will  be  totally  and 
fpeedily  fubdued. 


Speech  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire - 
land,  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament % 
April  15,  1796. 

,  My  lords  and  gentlemen,  . 

In  releafing  you  from  farther  at¬ 
tendance  in  parliament,.!  am  pecu¬ 
liarly  commanded  by  his  majedy 
to  thank  you  for  that  confpicuous 
zeal  and  unanimity,  fo  honourable 
to  yourfelves,  and  fo  imp  redive  on 
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our  enemies,  which  have  marked 
your  condued  through  the  whole 
feffion,  in  promoting,  by  your  ener¬ 
gy  and  temper,  the  intereds  of  your 
country,  and  in  fupporting,  by  your 
fpirit  and  liberality,  the  common 
caufe  of  the  empire. 

Lis  majefty  has  taken  the  heps 
which  appeared  moil  proper  for 
fitting  on  foot  a  negotiation  for 
general  peace,  if  the  enemy  fliould 
be  difpofed  to  enter  into  fiich  ne¬ 
gotiation  on  grounds  confident 
with  the  fafety,  honour,  and  in¬ 
hered  of  his  majedy’s  kingdoms, 
and  of  his  allies. 

If  his  majefty’s  views  in  this  re- 
fpeft  fliould  fail,  he  has  no  doubt, 
"hat  the  valour  of  his  fubjerds,  die 
'efources  of  his  kingdoms,  &nd 
:he  exertions  df  the  powers  en¬ 
gaged  with  him,  will  ultimately 
produce  this  delinCble  end. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of 
commons, 

I  am  to  thank  you,  in  his  ma- 
iedy’s  name,  for  the  cheerfulnefs 
md  liberality  with  which  you  have 
provided  for  the  current  fervjces 
3f  the  year,  and  it  affords  me  the 
higheft  fatisfadtion  to  reffedf  that 
:hefe  objects  have  been  attained  by 
aurthens  lo  judicioufly  impofed, 
■hat  they  can  fcarcely  atfebf  the 
lower  orders  of  the  people.  It  is 
equally  fatisfadorv  to  obferve  that 
^Our  drength  and  profperitv  re¬ 
gain  undiminiflied,  notwithftand- 
aig  the  preflure  of  t he  war,  and  it 
will  be  my  endeavour  to  cheriffi 
rour  refources,  and  apply  your 
liberality  with  epeonomy  and  pru¬ 
dence.  '  j 

My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

The  inquiries  I  had  ordered  to 
be  made  with  regard  to  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  lad  harved,  and  the 
meafures  taken  by  you  to  prevent 
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the  export  of  grain,  mud  relieve 
the  public  mind  from  an  appre.hen- 
fio-n  of  fcarcity.  If  any  illicit  means 
fliould  be  attempted,  to  evade  the 
provifions  of  the  laws,  which  have 
been  enabled  upon  this  important 
fubjedt,  I  fli all  not  be  inattentive 
in  exercifing  thofe  powers  with 
which  I  am  entrufted.  ' 

The  vigorous  meafures  you  have 
adopted  -for  the  fupprellion  of  in- 
furrection  and  outrage,  and  the 
wife  provifions  you  have  made  for 
preventing  the.extenhon  of  fimilar 
offences,  mud  have  the  mod  iaiu- 
tary  effedb. 

The  new  regulation  of  licences 
under  the  fuper.ntendence  of  ma- 
gid rates,  will  tend  to  promote  tran. 
quillity  and  fobriety.  The  eda- 
biifliment  of  more  frequent  feffion s 
of  the  peace  will  afford  an  eafy 
and.  expeditious  adminidrarion  of 
judice  in  the  different  didridts 
throughout  the  kingdom.’  The  li¬ 
beral  increafe  of  the  faiaries  of  the 
judges,  and  the  alteration  of  the 
civil-bill  jurifdidtioh,  for  the  con¬ 
venience  of  the  lower  ranks  of  the 
people,  will  enfure  the  condant 
and  regular  attention  of  his  majef- 
ty  s  judges  to  tne  civil  and  crimi¬ 
nal  biifinefs  that  will  remain  to  be 
do  le  on  the  circuits. 

1  he fe  meafures  cannot  but  de- 
mondrate  to  the  people  at  large  the 
firmnefs  and  the  temper  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  which,  whiiit  it  is  determin¬ 
ed  to  reprefs  the  exceffes  of  licen- 
ti oil  fuels  and  outrage,  is  at  the 
fame  time  anxious  to  enfure  to  the 
country  thole  permanent  advan¬ 
tages  of  fecurity,  peace  and  good 
order,  which  are  to  be  derived  from 
a  prompt  and  upright  adminidra- 
tion  of  judice. 

I  cannot  too  ftrongly  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  von  to  gi  ve  effect  to  thefe 
benefits  bv  your  example  and  pre¬ 
fence  ;  and  i  am  confident,,  rhat 
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when  you  are  relieved  from  .your 
duty  in  parliament,  all  ranks  and 
defcriptions  of  his  majefty’s  faith¬ 
ful  fubjetts  will  feel  themfelves 
protected  by  your  exertions  and 
authority  in  your  different  coun¬ 
ties.  ■* 

Your  kind  declarations  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  my  adminiffration  make 
the  deepeft  imprefiions  upon  my 
feelings.  If  I  have  any  claim  to 
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your  confidence  and  good  opinion, 
it  arifes  from  the  fidelity  with 
which  I  have  reprefented  to  his 
majefty  your  loyalty  and  zeal,  and 
from  the  frncere  defire  I  feel  to 
conform  my  conduct  to  your  fen- 
timents.  - — Great  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land  fomr  one  empire ;  they  are 
infeparablv  connected;  they  muft 
ftand  or  fall  together ;  and  we  are 
all  equally  engaged,  becaule  vve  are 
all  equally  interefted  in  the  com¬ 
mon  cau fe  of  defending  and  up¬ 
holding  our  religion,  our  laws,  and 
our  cOnftitution. 


Speech  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire - 
land ,  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament , 
Qft.  iy,  1796.  ' 

My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

I  have  his  majefty’s  commands 
to  acquaint  you  that  he  has  thought 
it  neceflary  to  require  your  attend¬ 
ance  in  parliament  at  this  .early 
period,  and  to  refort  to  your  deli¬ 
berate  wifdom,  at  a  time  when  the 
ambitious  projects  of  our  enemies 
have  threatened  to  interrupt  the 
-happhiefs  and  profperity  of  his 
people,  by  making  a  defcent  on 
tills*  kingdom  and  Great  Britain,. 
And  although  his  majefty  looks 
forward  with  the  utmoil  confidence 
to  the  fpirit,  loyalty,  and  ability, 
bf  his  faithful  people  of  Ireland, 
to  repel  fuch  an  attack  ;  it  will  yet 
become  your  wifdom  to  neglect  no 


precautions  which  may  preclude 
the  attempt,  or  fecure  the  fpeedieft 
means  of  turning  it  to  the  confu- 
fion  of  the  enemy. 

His  majefty  has  been  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  diredt  an  addition  to  be 
made  to  the  regular  forces  in  this 
kingdom,  by  troops  fentfrom  Great 
Britain,  the  greater  part  of  which 
is  already  arrived  ;  and  in  purfu- 
ance  of  his  majefty’s  commands, 

I  have  aifo  encouraged  the  loyal 
and  zealous  difpofition  which  has 
generally  difplayed  itfelf,  to  affb- 
ciate  in  arms  under  his  majefty’s 
authority,  for  the  better  fecurity 
of  property,  and  the  prefervation  of 
tranquillity  and  good  order. 

In  confequence  of  the  ftepf 
which  his  majefty  has  taken  to  re- 
ftore  peace  to  Europe,  and  to  fe¬ 
cure  its  future  tranquillity,  a  way 
has  at  length  been  opened  for  an 
immediate  and  direeft  negotiation; 
and  I  am  commanded  to  acquaint 
you,  that  it  is  his  majefty’s  inten¬ 
tion  to  fend  a  perfon  to  Paris,  with 
full  powers  to  treat  for  the  reftora-  \ 
tion  of  general  peace. 

The  apparently  hoftile  difpofi- 
tions  and  conduct  of  the  court  of 
Spain,  have  led  to  difeuflions,  of 
which  I  am  not  able  to  acquaint 
vou  with  the  final  refult :  but, 
whatever  may  be  their  iflue,  they 
cannot  but  afford  to  Europe  a  fur¬ 
ther  proof  of  his  majefty’s  mode¬ 
ration  and  forbearance,  and  can¬ 
not  fail  to  animate  your  utmoft 
exertions  in.  defending  the  dignity, 
rights,  and  intereft  of  the  empire, 
againft  every  aggreflion. 

In  reviewing  the  events  of  this 
year,  it  muft  afford  you  the  greateft 
fatisfadfion  to  obferve,  that,  by  the 
fpirit  and  exertions  of  his  majefty’s 
navy,  the  commerce  of  this  king¬ 
dom  has  been  protedled  in  a  degree 
afmo.ft  beyond  example;  and  in  no 
part  more  .completely,  than  by  the 
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Hull,  a&ivity,  and  bravery  of  the 
fquadron  ftationed  on  the  coaft  of 
this  kingdom. 

Thefuccefs  of  his  majeftv’s  arms 
in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Tndies  has 
been  highly  honourable  and  advan¬ 
tageous  to  the  empire ;  and  evinces, 
in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  the  valour 
and  good  conduCt  of  his  forces, 
both  by  fea  and  land. 

The  fteady  and  dignified  con¬ 
duct  of  the  emperor,  and  the  in¬ 
trepidity  and  fpirit  of  the  Auftrian 
forces  under  the  command  of  the 
archduke  Charles^  have  given  fo  ef- 
fential  a  change  to  the  afpeCi  of  af¬ 
fairs  on  the  continent,  as  to  infpire 
a  well-grounded  confidence  that 
the  final  refult  of  the  campaign 
will  be  fuch  as  materially  to  pro¬ 
mote  his  majefty’s  endeavours  to 
obtain  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace 
for  himfelf  and  his  allies. 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of 
commons-, 

I  have?  ordered  to  be  laid  before 
you  an  account  of  fuch  articles  of 
expence  as  are  not  included  in  the 
eftimates  for  the  current  year,  and 
which  the  prefertt  circumftances 
have  rendered  neceffary  ;  and  when 
you  confider  the  great  interests  for 
Which  we  are  engaged,  and  the  ob¬ 
jects  for  which  we  are  contending-, 
I  doubt  not  that  you  will  grant  the 
fupplies  which  may  be  reqnifite_for 
them  with  your  accuftomed  libera¬ 
lity  ;  and  when  the  ordinary  ac- 
Counts  and  eftimates  for  the  enfu- 
ing  year  fhall  be  laid  before  you,  I 
fruft  you  will  then  proceed  with  the 
zeal  you  have  always  manifefted  in 
providing  for  the  exigencies  of  the 
ftate,  and  the  honourable  fupport 
of  his  majefty’s  government. 

My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

The  expediency  of  the  vigorous 
meafnres  which  you  have  adopted 
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in  the  laft  feffion  of  parliament 
has  been  amply  proved  by  the  out¬ 
rages,  which  they  were  intended  to 
fupprefs,  having  in  a  great  rnea- 
fure  fubftded.  I  am,  however,  to 
lament  that  in  one  part  of  the 
country,  good  order  has  not  yet 
been  entirely  restored,  and  that  in 
other  diftriCts,  a  treafonabie  fyfteru 
cf  fecret  confederation,  by  the  »d- 
miniftering  of  illegal  oaths,  ft  ill  con¬ 
tinues,  although  no  means  within, 
the  reach  of  government  have  been 
left  untried  to  counteract  it. 

You  will  not  fail,  at  a  proper 
time,  to  continue  your  attention  to 
the  manufactures,  the  agriculture* 
and  the  commerce  of  the  country* 
and  to  extend  your  accuftomed  be¬ 
nevolence  to  the  Proteftant  charity 
fchools,  and  the  other  inftltutiows 
of  education  and  charity  which 
have  been  fo  long  foftered  by  your 
liberal  encouragement. 

The  profperity  and  refotirces  of 
the  kingdofn,  fo  highly  improved 
by  your  meritorious  care,  frill  re- 
hiain  ‘•unimpaired  by  the  preffure  of 
the  war;  and  I  truft  to  your  unre¬ 
mitting  attention  for  the  further 
advancement  of  your  national  pro¬ 
fperity. 

You  have  learnt  the  fteps  which 
his  majefty  has  taken  to  procurer 
the  bleffings  of  general  peace  upon 
a  folid  and  permanent  bafts.  Should 
thefe  gracious  endeavours  of  his 
majeftv  not  be  followed  by  the  fuc- 
cefs  which  he  has  every  reafon  to 
expeft,  he  is  fatisfied  that  the  af¬ 
fections,  courage,  and  perfeverance 
of  his  people,  will  enable  him  to 
frUflrate  the  defigns  of  our  enemies,, 
and  to  maintain  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown. 

It  will  afford  me  the  higheft  fa- 
tisfaCtion  to  be  aided  at  this  im¬ 
portant  crifis  by  vour  advice;  and 
X  relvy  with  a  confidence  voti  hav.e 
taught  me  to  indulge,  upon  your 
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liberal  interpretation  of  my  con- 
duff,  and  upon  that  fupport  I  have 
fo  amply  experienced,  fince  I  re¬ 
ceived  his  majefty’s  commands  to 
repair  'to  this  country  l  and  it  will 
be  peculiarly  gratifying  to  me  if  I 
fhould  have  the  good  fortune,  in 
the  adpninifttation  of  the  king’s 
government,  to  imprefs  upon  your 
minds  the  full  extent  of  his  majef¬ 
ty’s  paternal  c are  of  this  kingdom, 
and  of  my  own  anxiety  to  promote, 
bv  every  means,  its  interefts,  its 
fafety,  and  its  profperify. 


Manifefio  a  gam  ft  Great  'Britain ,  by 
the  National  Njft'embly  representing 
the  Batavian  Nation ,  May  2, 

1 796. 

The  Bata  vian  nation,  once  more 
unjuftly  attacked  by  the  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain,  has  juft  taken 
up  arms.  This  nation,  fo  often 
ill  treated,  oppreffed;  trod  upon, 
and  pillaged, .  under  the  mafic  of 
friendfnip,  now  animated  and  ex¬ 
cited  by-  liberty,  and  at  length 
breathing,  for  the  firft  time,  after 
fo  long  an  interval,  refumes,  the 
primitive  energy  of  its  brave  and 
valorous  character,  courageoufly 
rears  its  head,  and  will  no  longer 

.  O 

fuffer  its  profperitv  to  be  under¬ 
mined  bv  envious  neighbours.  It 
will  no  longer  allow  itfelf  to  be 
dragged  in  the  duff;  and  it  will 
ceafe  to  be  the  fport  of  the  infamous 
and  ambitious  minifters  of  Eng¬ 
land,  who,  by  the  dazzle  of  piratical 
treafure.s,  blind  the  Englifli  nation, 
which  fancies  itfelf  to  be  free,  with 
refpeffc  to  the  terrible  calamities 
they  have  brought  on  Europe,  and 
on  the  whole  of  the  human  race. 
The  Batavian  people  will  defend 
their  rights  and  their  independence ; 
they  will  fave  their  country  from 
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the  ruin  by  which  it  is  threat" 
ened,  * 

Will  Europe  ftill  doubt,  that 
the  Batavian  republic  has  not  right¬ 
fully  drawn  the  fword  from  the 
{heath,  when  fhe  is  conftrained  to 
a  juft  defence  ?  Will  Europe  ftill 
doubt  that  the  Batavian  republic 
has  been  led  to  the  verv  brink  of 
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utter  deftruftion,  by  the  difaftrous 
policy  of  the  fame  miniftry  ?  Will 
Europe  ftill  doubt  that  the  regene 
rated  Batavian  republic  will  not, 
with  the  hdlp  of  its  illuftrious  ally,- 
vigoroufly  repel  the  arrogant  do¬ 
mination  of  the  Englifli  cabinet, 
and  will  not  confolidate  the  liberty 
fo  dearly  and  periloufly  acquired, 
at  the  expence  even  of  all  by  which 
fhe  is  interefted  ?  *• 

When  England  attempted  jby  the 
force  ofarms,  to  fubjugate  her  Ame¬ 
rican  colonies,  which  flie  had  dri¬ 
ven  to  a  juftiflable  infurreftion,  and 
when  the  fcourge,  of  war  extended 
to  other  empires,  the  States  Gene¬ 
ral  of  the  United  Provinces  were 
careful  to  obferve  a  ftrifl  neutra¬ 
lity;  they  did  not  fuffer  Dutch 
veffels  to  tranfport  any  other  com¬ 
modities  to  America,  thofe  ex¬ 
cepted  which  were  declared  free  by 
the  exprefs  terms  of  treaties.  The 
moft  efficacious  precautions  were 
carefully  taken  to  prevent  warlike 
ftores  from  being  conveyed  to  the 
American  colonies,  as  well  as  to 
prevent  any  fraudulent  commerce 
from  being  carried  on  with  them  ; 
precautions  which  did  not  a  little 
fhackle  and  injure  our  own  com¬ 
merce  to  the  W eft  Indies. 

It  availed  the  republic,  however, 
but  little,  to  obferve  the  conditions 
of  treaties  with  exaftnefs,  as  to 
what  was  by  them  prohibited  :  the 
Englifli  minifters,  confulting  merely 
their  temporary  convenience,  we/ft 
fo  far  as  to  difpute  what  thefe 

very 
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very  treaties  allowed ;  they  would 
not  Buffer  the  republic  to  enjoy 
thofe  very  advantages  of  treaty 
which  England  herfelf  had  enjoyed 
in 'a  fimilar  cafe;  but  violatino-  rhe 
rights  of  nations,  they  condemned 
the  cargoes  as  prizes  to  the  crown, 
and  employed  rhe  materials  in  the 
royal  arfenals ;  other  ve fills  were 
forfeited  by  the  arbitrary  fentences 
of  partial  courts  of  juftice.  The 
privateers  and  armed  {hips  of  Eng¬ 
land,  feeing  that  their  piracies  werd 
legalized,  multiplied  their  depre-' 
clarions/ and  the  merchant  veffels 
of  Holland  daily  became  the  vic¬ 
tims  of  their  brutalities.  Finally, 
the  atrocities  of  the  Britifh  mini- 
fters  were  carried  to  fuch  a  point/ 
that  they  no  longer  refpedfed  the 
dag  of  the  States,  but  carried  a 
convoy  of  Dutch  veffels  into  the 
ports  of  England,  declaring  flvips 
richly  laden  to  be  lawful  prizes,  and 
violating,  as  well  in  Europe  as 
elfewhere,  our  neutral  territory. 
The  only  mode  which  could  be 
adopted,  to  put  a  flop  to  thefe 
unprecedented  injuries,  without, 
ho  vvever,  breaking  with  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Great  Britain,  was  em¬ 
ployed  by  their  high  mightineffes. 
This  mode  confided  in  joining 
with  all  po  Bible  fpeed  the  alliance 
of  the  three  Northern  powers, 
concerted  by  the  emprefs  of 
Ruffia,  and  defined  to  prote/t,  by 
the  force  of  arms,  the  rights  of 
the  neutral  nations,  each  of  them 
more  or  lefs  violated  bv  Eng- 
land.  '  ° 

Their  hDh  mightineffes,  we 
lay,  would  have  acceded  to  this 
treaty,  had  not  an  obftacle  been 
thrown  in  the  way  by  the  perfi¬ 
dious  machinations  of  the  Eng- 
lidi  cabinet.  This  was  the  fignal 
which  led  England  to  break  every 
tie,  to  diftribute  letters  of  marque 
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for  making  reprisals  on  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  republic  and  their 
poffeffions,  and  to  declare  open 
war  againft  the  United  Provinces, 
A  miniftry  to  which  all  means  were 
alike,  could  not  want  pretexts  for 
that  purpofe.  It  was  not  at  the 
fame  tiffit*  difficult  for  their  high 
mightineffes,  to  demonflrate  the 
frivoioufnefs  of  all  thefe  pretended 
grievances;  but  what  purpofe  could 
this  anfwer  with  a  rapacious,  ob¬ 
it  i  nat  e,  and  unjuft  miniftry,  which 
was  defirous  to  revenge  on  a 
peaceable  ally  the  lofs  of  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  colonies,  and  to  appeafe,  for 
a  time  at  leaft,  by  the  booty  ob¬ 
tained  by  an  unforefeen  attack, 
the  murmurs  of  the  Eriglilh  na¬ 
tion  ?  \ 

It  was  foon  after  learned,  that 
the  fquadrons  and  armed  veffels 
of  England  captured/  by  'virtue  of 
orders  already  fund died,  the  Dutch 
veffels  they  fell  in  with  beyond  feas, 
without  the  fmalleft  fufpicion  on 
our  fide,  and  againft  the  faith  of 
treaties.  We  learned  the  cruel 
manner  in  which  the  idand  of  St, 
Euftatia  was  ruined,  by  feizing 
on  the  pofleflions  of  the  merchants, 
which,  when  col  lefted,  formed  trea¬ 
sures;  while  richly  laden  veffels, 
returning  from  the  ocean,  were  fu/~ 
prifed  unawares  in  the  channel  by 
fmall  veffels,  which  readily  made 
them  their  prey.  By  fuch  vile 
means,,  unworthy  of  a  generous 
nation,  did  the  Britifh  niinifters 
difhonour  the  Bag  of  their  king  ; 
for,  can  it  be  confide  red  in  my 
other  point  of  view,  than  that  of 
a /ring,  under  the  royal'  dag,  the 
part  of  pirates? 

The  Batavian  republic  was  at 
length,  after  fo  many  Ioffes,  forced 
to  provide  for  her  defence,  to  main¬ 
tain  her  rights  and  independence 
by  dint  of  arms,  and  to  prote.fi 
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her  commerce  and  her  poflefixons. 
Ah  1  if  fhe  could  then  have  com¬ 
bated  under  the  banners  of  liberty, 
how  would  the  Englifh  miniftry 
have  repented  of  its  rafhnefs  and 
erfidy !  But  the  Englifh  cabinet 
new  all  its  influence  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  It  was  aware  that'  it  could 
fucceed  in  (hackling  within  the  re¬ 
public  the  preparations  of  war :  it 
was  certain  of  finding1  in  Holland 
partizans  who  would  contrive  to 
put  into  its  pofleffion  our  fhips 
of  wary  and  who  would  find  the 
means  to  prevent  the  difplay  of  all 
our  ftrength.  The  event  foon  prov¬ 
ed  that  the  Englifh  minifters  were 
not  miftaken.  They  mocked  our 
feeble  efforts,  which,  even  before 
they  were  carried  into  effe<T,  were 
paralyzed  in  their  outfetby  the  ad¬ 
herents  they  had  in  this  country. 
Thefe  adherents  fupplied  them  with 
intelligence  of  all  that  was  concert¬ 
ing  here.  Supported  by  the  lladt- 
holderian  influence,  they  even  con¬ 
trived  to  render  nugatory  the  or¬ 
ders  given  by  their  high  mighti- 
nefies  for  the  junction  of  the  Bata¬ 
vian  fquadron  with  the  French 
fleet.  It  was  eafy  for  the  Englifh 
minifiry,  after  fuch  treafons,  to 
obtain  fuccelTes  in  that  war.  And 
this  is  what  they  call  glory  !  But 
when  a  particular  occafion  pre- 
fented  itfelf — when  a  fleet  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  (fates  accidentally  met 
with  an  opportunity  to  difplay  its 
courage  and  its  valour,  the  Batavian 
mariners,  although  novices  in  fight¬ 
ing,  proved  that  they  had  not  de¬ 
generated  from  the  bravery  of  their 
anceilors.  They  drove  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  fleet,  covered  with  confufion 
and  fhame,  into  its  own  port,  with¬ 
out  having  loll  one  of  the  merchant 
veflels  they  had  under  convoy. 

A  war  carried  on  in  fuch  a  way 
neceffarily  terminated  in  a  treaty  of 
peace  burthenfome  to  the  hates. 
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Inftead  of  being  indemnified  fc¥ 
the  incalculable  Ioffes  they  had  fuf- 
tafned  in  their  commerce,  they 
confidered  tbemfelves  as  fortunate 
to  be  enabled  by  the  fpeedy  affift- 
ance  of  the  French  forces,  which 
checked  the  Englifh  in  the  two  In¬ 
dies,  to  fave  a  part  of  their  poffef- 
fions  ;  while  they  found  themfelves 
obliged  to  yield  to  the  enemy  the 
important  factory  of  Negapatnam 
on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel ;  and 
to  allow  to  Britifh  veffeis  the  free 
navigation  of  the  coafts  of  fhe  Mo¬ 
lucca  iflands,  notwithstanding  it 
might  have  been  foreseen  that  the 
navigation  of  the  Englifh  in  thofe 
feas  would  tend  to  nothingdefs  than 
the  complete  delfru&ion  of  our 
trade  in  the  Eafi  Indies. 

We  ihall  not  enter  into  details' 
concerning  what  paffed  in  the  fe* 
quel,  when  the  Batavian  nation, 
feeing  how  much  its  interefts  were 
conftantly  every  where  facrificed  to 
thofe  of  its  ancient  rival,  even  by 
the  perfons  appointed  to  defend  its 
rights,  meditated  a  fundamental  re¬ 
generation  in  the  form  of  the  go¬ 
vernment.  We  fftall  not  retrace 
how  England,  knowing  that  the 
limitation  of  the  fcandalous  ufurpa- 
fion  of  power  and  influence,  on  the 
part  of  the  fladtholder,  would  alfo 
diminifh  its  influence  in  this  repub¬ 
lic.  How,  we  fay,  the  Britifh  mi- 
niftry,  far  from  interceding  for  the 
Batavian  nation,  or  coming  to  its 
fuccour,  when  legions  of  foreign 
troops  feized  on  thefe  countries, 
committing  the  moft  atrocious  dis¬ 
orders,  pillages,  and  violences,  coii- 
fidered,  on  the  contrary,  this  de- 
Valuation  and  this  oppreflion  with 
a  malignant  fatisfabtitsn ;  and  con¬ 
curred,  when  the  mifehief  waff 
completed,  in  guaranteeing,  in  a 
folemn  manner,  the  fyftein  of  a i 
tyranny  which  refulted  from  it.  . 

When  the  French  nation,  wearied 

with- 
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with  the  unfupportable  tyranny  of 
kings,  (hook  off  its  yoke,  and  form¬ 
ed  itfelf  into  an  independent  repub¬ 
lic,  the  Britifh  mihifters  thought 
that  they  could  not  have  a  better 
opportunity  to  difmember  a  part  of 
that  fine  empire.  They  accord¬ 
ingly  united  in  the  treaty  concluded 
at  Pilnitz,  on  the  517th  of  Auguff, 
1791,  by  the  princes  of  Germany. 
The  French  republic,  well  know¬ 
ing  that  that  of  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces  of  the  Netherlands  would 
be  conftrained  by  England  to  take 
a  part  in  this  plot  againB  its  liberty, 
declared  war  againff  the  Britifh  mi- 
niff  ers,  as  well  as  againff  their  fub- 
jedl  William  V.  ftadtholder  of  the 
Seven  United  Provinces,  and  his 
partizans. — It  is  thus  that  the  Bata¬ 
vian  nation  was  once  more  drawn 
againff:  its  will  into  this  bloody  war 
by  its  dependence  on  thofe  fame 
minifters :  its  treafures  were  lavifh- 
ed,  and  its  arfenals  nearly  emptied, 
to  aid  the  extravagant  plans  of  Pitt 
and  his  cabal.  Auxiliary  Engliffi 
troops  were  fent  to  this  republic ; 
and  when  a  defeat,  fu flamed  near 
the  Meufe  by  a  part  of  the  French 
army,  had  procured  a  momentary 
advantage,  the  army  of  the  Bates 
was  forced  to  pafs  the  limits  of  our 
frontiers,  and  thofe  of  France,  and 
to  wage  an  offenfive  war  on  the 
French  territory.  Soon,  however, 
the  victorious  French  repulfed  their 
enemies  on  all  fides,  and  from  day 
to  day  the  armies  of  England  and 
the  Bates  retrograded  towards  our 
frontiers.  The  republic  found 
itfelf  on  the  brink  of  ruin,  fince 
appearances  pointed  out  that  the 
theatre  of  war  would  be  removed 
to  the  very  heart  of  its  provinces, 
and  all  the  country  inundated.  Ne¬ 
ver  were  the  Bates  in  fo  critical  a 
pofition  fince  the  war  with  Spain ; 
but  this  danger  brought  about  their 
deliverance ;  Providence  defeated 
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the  perfidious  plans  of  its  enemies, 
who  were  defirous  rather  that  the 
republic  fiiould  be  deBroyed  than 
that  it  fhoiiid  be  free.  When  the 
froB  pei*mitted  the  croiling  of  the 
rivers,  the  valorous  French  troops 
drove  before  them  the  -Engliffi 
bands  with  fo  much  fpeed,  that  the 
latter  had  not  time  to  effe<£t  their 
ihfernal  defign  ;  they  fled,  but  their 
road  was  traced  by  fire  and  pillage. 
It  was  nothing  but  their  fpeedy  and 
precipitate  retreat  that  preferved  the 
republic  from  total  devaluation. 
We  foon  witnefled  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  fpeflacle  which  the  citizens 
prefented  on  all  tides,  holding  out 
their  arms  to  their  conquerors  as 
to  their  only  deliverers.  We  faw 
the  allied  troops  fack  and  plunder, 
ami  thofe  who  were  called  our  ene¬ 
mies  refpedl  public  and  private  pro¬ 
perty. 

It  was  thus  that  the  Netherlands 
were  delivered  from  their  moff  dan¬ 
gerous  enemies.  The  Badtholder 
abandoned,  in  a  daffardly  way,  his 
country  and  his  friends,  and  fought 
an  afylum  at  the  court  of  the  king 
of  England.  The  Bandard  of  li¬ 
berty  was  planted  in  all  places, 
while  the  French  republic  declared 
the  Batavian  nation  free,  and  re- 
efiablifhed  it  in  its  primitive  rights. 

The  Britifh  minifiers,  enraged  at 
feeing  this  republic  Bill  exiB  with¬ 
out  being  in  their  hands,  attempted 
at  leaB  to  deBroy  it  another  way, 
by  totally  undermining  its  extenfive 
commerce.  Upwards  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  Blips,  the  greater  part  richly 
laden,  which,  either  through  foul 
winds,  or  as  a  meafu^e  of  precau¬ 
tion,  had  fought  Bielter  in  Britifh 
ports,  as  well  as  feveral  Dutch  fhips 
of  war,  were  laid  under  embargo, 
as  if  to  prevent  them  from  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  French.  Their 
high  mightinetfes,  it  is  true,  fent 
commiffioners  to  London  to  claim 
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them,  demoriftrating  by  the  moft 
folid  proofs,  that  the  Batavian  re¬ 
public  was  no  longer  under  the  do¬ 
minion  of  France  lince  the  folemn 
declaration,  of  its  independence, 
and  that  England  ought  to  conduct 
itfelf  towards  the  Batavian  nation, 
as  towards  a  free  people;  they  add¬ 
ed,  that  the  Dutch  merchants  would 
not  rifque  the  entry  of  their  veffels 
into  the  ports  of  the  republic,  if 
it  was  for  no  other  purpofe  than 
to  furrender  them  to  the  French. 
The  Britifh  minifters  had,  however, 
already  made  up  their  minds  to  ap¬ 
propriate  this  booty  to  themfelves; 
and,  to  augment  it,  they  delfemi- 
nated  on  all  Tides  falfe  rumours 
touching  the  fituation  of  affairs  in 
this  country,  to  the  end  that  they 
might,  in  the  fame  way,  allure  into 
their  ports  the  merchant  veflels  be¬ 
longing  to  the  republic,  which  were 
ftill  at  Tea.  “'They  have  lince  en¬ 
tirely  violated  the  rights  of  nations; 
and  all  the  Dutch  veffels,  to  which 
his  majefty  the  king  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  had  granted  his  high  protec¬ 
tion,  were,  in  violation  of  the  treaty 
of  Breda,  perhdioullv  declared  law¬ 
ful  captures. 

But  what  puts  the  feal  to  the  a£is 
of  hoftility  and  bad  lakh  which  the 
prefent  Britifh  minifters  have  exer- 
cifed  againft  this  republic,  is  the 
treacherous  mode  in  which  they 
have  endeavoured  to  make  them¬ 
felves  mailers  of  her  colonies.  For 
this  purpofe  they  fent  letters,  ligned 
by  the  prince  of  Grange,  and  dated 
at  Kew,  the  7th  of  February,  1795, 
to  feveral  of  the  colonies  of  the  re¬ 
public  of  the  Netherlands  in  the 
Eaft  Indies,  and  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  In  thefe  letters,  this 
perfidious  and  ci-devant  minifter 
and  commander  in  chief  of  thefe 
Hates,  after  having  abandoned  all 
his  pofts,  ordered,  on  his  indivi¬ 
dual  authority,  the  refpecftive  go- 
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vernors  to  put  the  colonies  of  the 
Hates  under  the  protection  of  the 
Bri'tifti  arms;  that  is  to  fay,  in  the 
artful  and  cuftomary  language  of 
the  Engliih  miniftry,  to  lurrender 
them  to  England.  Notwithftand- 
ing  this  felonious  ftratagem  has  fail¬ 
ed  in  the  greater  part  of  the  colo¬ 
nies,  through  the  fidelity  of  their 
governors,  it  was  impoflible  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  from 
falling  into  the.  hands  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  ;  and  feveral  important  poffef- 
lions  of  thefe  Hates,  in  the  Eaft  In¬ 
dies,  have  fhared  the  fame  fate. 

While  all  this  was  taking  place, 
the  Britifh  miniftry  conceived  the 
plan  of  attacking  alfo  by  land  this 
free  republic,  and  of  employing  for 
that  purpofe  thofe  foldiers,  who, 
being  more  attached  to  the  prince 
of  Orange  than  to  their  country, 
emigrated  on  the  flattering  promifes 
of  England. — Thefe  fugitives  were 
not  only  well  received  in  the  Hates 
of  his  Britannic  majefty  in  Ger¬ 
many,  but  were  even  kept  in  the 
pay  of  England  ;  and  if  the  defer- 
tion  of  the  greater  part  of  the  army 
of  the  republic  could  have  beem 
brought  about,  there  is  no  doubt; 
but  they  would  have  been  led  a- 
gainft.  their  country  under  Engliih, 
commanders,  for  the  purpofe  of  re¬ 
newing  here,  if  the  fa6l  were  pof- 
lible,  the  fcenes  of  1787;  of  kin¬ 
dling  up  ,  asinLaV  endee,adifaftrous : 
civil  war,  and  of  thus  deftroying 
the  Batavian  republic  by  inteftine 
commotions. 

Is  it  therefore  furpriling  tha't  the 
Batavian  nation,  now  free,  feeks 
to  reinforce  itfelf  againft  inch  un¬ 
precedented  and  numerous  outrages, 
by  an  intimate  alliance  with  a  re¬ 
public  whichfnatched.it  from  the- 
gripes  of  its  enemies  ?  A  treaty  of 
peace  and  alliance  was  accordingly 
concluded  at  the  Hague,  on  the 
1 6th  of  May,  1795,  between  the 
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o  free  republics  of  France  and 
ftland.  That  treaty  of  mutual 
fence  by  which  the  independent 
tavian  nation,  fupported  by  a 
werful  neighbour,  and  unfhaken 
the  influence  of  a  foreign  mini- 
r,  will  be  put  in  a  condition  to 
iploy  for  the  future  its  forces  a- 
inft  its  aggreflbrs,  and  of  paying 
>m  in  their  own  coin,  has  alfo 
en  cemented. 

His  majefty,-  the  king  of  Great 
itain,  after  fo  many  hoftilities 
ve  been  exercifed,  was  at  length 
:afed  to  proclaim,  on  the  19th  of 
ptember,  1795,  by  his  council  of 
te,  a  declaration  of  war  againftthis 
public,  but  in  which  no  ground 
complaint  was  alleged.  His 
ajefty,  it  is  true,  fays  in  this  ma- 
fefto',  u  that  for  fome  time  di- 
rs  ads  of  outrage,  contrary  to 
e  honour  of  his  majefty’s  crown, 
d  to  the'  legitimate  rights  of  his 
bjeds,  had  been  committed  in  the 
nited  Provinces,  and  that  the  fliips 
:  war  which  failed  from  the  ports 
'  the  United  Provinces,  had  re¬ 
ived  orders  to  take  and  (ink  ail 
ritifh  veflels.”  The  ads  Contrary 
the  honour  of  his  majefty’s 
own  which  had  been  committed 
.  the  Netherlands,  are  the  ads  of 
's  majefty’s  own  troops,  and  the 
nglifli  nation  will,  undoubtedly, 
•oner  or  later,  punifh  their  au¬ 
rora;  and  with  refped  to  the  or- 
2rs  given  to  the  fhips  of  war  of 
ie  republic,  to  repel  violence  by 
iolence,  has  not  the  independent 
:public,  fo  cruelly  treated,  a  right 
f  refiftance  ?  His  majefty  had  for- 
ot ten  that  the  Netherlands  were 
o  longer  under  the  ftadtholderian 
oke,  and  that  his  majefty’s  mini- 
era  hid  loft  for  ever,  as  we  truft, 
3rthe  fafety  of  the  country,  all  in- 
uence  over  the  independent  Bata- 
ian  republic. 

It  is  therefore  with  a  perfect  con- 
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fidence  in  that  love  of  the  country, : 
in  that  energy,  and  in  that  courage 
with  which  liberty  alone  can  infpire 
a  nation,  for  a  long  time  infulted 
and  opprefled,  that  the  independent 
Batavian  nation  folemnly  declares 
in  the  face  of  Europe,  through  the 
organ  of  its  legitimate  representa¬ 
tives,  that,  obliged  to  defend  itfelf 
againft  the  ads  of  perfidy  and  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  neighbouring  kingdoms 
of  Great  Britain,  it  will  repel  every 
ad  of  aggreffion  on  its  liberty,  its 
independence,  its  rights,  and  its 
legitimate  pofleffions;  and  that  it 
will  put  in  execution  all  poflible 
means  to  receive  fatisfadion  and  in¬ 
demnity  for  the  incalculable  Ioffes 
it  has  fuftained  through  a  perfidious 
ally : — -in  the  firm  hope  that  Divine 
Providence,  who  has  fo  miracu- 
loufiy  prefetved  this  country  from 
a  total  ruin,  will  blefs  its  arms, 
and  will  not  allow  violence  and  op- 
preffion  ever  to  fix  their  fatal  abode 
on  its  free  territory. 

Done  at  the  Hague,  May  2, 
1796,  fecond  year  of  Bata¬ 
vian  freedom. 


JS'Ianfejlo  of  the  Court  of  Spain  a^ainji 

Great  Britain ,  GB.  £,  1  796-* 

One  of  the  principal  motives  tha* 
determined  me  to  make  peace  with 
the  French  republic,  as  foon  as  its 
government  had  begun  to  affume  a 
regular  and  ftable  form-,  was  the 
manner  in  which  England  behaved 
to  me  during  the  whole  of  the  war, 
and  the  juft  miftruft  which  I  ought 
to  feel  for  the  future  from  the  expe¬ 
rience  of  her  bad  faith,  which  be¬ 
gan  to  be  manifefted  at  the  molt 
critical  moment  of  the  firft  cam¬ 
paign;  in  the  manner  with  which 
admiral  Flood  treated  my  fquadron 
at  Toulon,  where  he  was  employed 
folely  in  ruining  all  that  he  could 
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not  carry  away  himfelf ;  and  after¬ 
wards  in  the  expedition  which  he 
undertook  againft  theifland  of  Cor- 
fica — an  expedition  which  he  un¬ 
dertook  without  the  knowledge  of, 
and  which  he  concealed  with  the 
greateft  care  from,  don  J uan  de  Lan- 
gara,  while  they  were  together  at 
Toulon. 

This  fame  bad  faith  the  Englifh 
minifler  has  fuffered  clearly  to  ap¬ 
pear  by  his  filence  upon  the  fubjedt 
of  all  his  negotiations  with  other 
powers,  particularly  in  the  treaty 
concluded  on  the  19th  November, 
1794,  with  the  United  States  of  A- 
merica,  without  any  regard  to  my 
rights,  which  were  well  known  to 
him.  I  remarked  it  again  in  his 
repugnance  to  the  adoption  of  my 
plans  and  ideas  which  might  acce¬ 
lerate  the  termination  of  the  war, 
and  in  the  vague  reply  which  lord 
Grenville  gave  to  my  ambaflador, 
the  marquis  del  Campo,  when  he 
^demanded  fuccours  of  him  to  con¬ 
tinue  it.  He  completely  confirmed 
me  in  the  certainty  of  his  bad  faith, 
by  the  injufticewith  which  he  appro¬ 
priated  the  rich  cargo  of  the  Spanifh 
ihip  el  Santiago,  or  l’Achilie,  at 
firft  taken  by  the  French,  and  af¬ 
terwards  retaken  by  the  Englifh 
fquadron,  and  which  ought  to  have 
been  reflored  to  me  according  to 
the  convention  made  between  my 
Secretary  of  Bate  and  lord  St.  He¬ 
len’s,  ambaflador  from  his  Britannic 
majefly  :  afterwards  by  the  deten¬ 
tion  of  all  the  ammunition  which 
arrived  in  the  Dutch  fhips  for  the 
fupply  of  my  fquadrons,  by  affedl- 
ing  always  different  difficulties  to 
put  off  the  reflitution  of  them. 
Finally,  I  could  no  longer  entertain 
a  doubt  of  the  bad  faith  of  England, 
when  I  learnt  the  frequent  landing 
from  her  fh'ps  upon  the  coafts  of 
Chili  and  Peru,  in  order  to  carry 
on  a  contraband  trade,  and  to  re- 
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connoitre  the  (bore  under  the  pr< 
tence  of  fi filing  for  whales,  a  privile^ 
which  (lie  pretended  to  have  gran 
ed  her  by  the  convention  of  Noc 
ka.  Such  were  the  proceedings  1 
the  Britifh  minifler  to  cement  tl 
ties  of  friendfhip  and  reciproc 
confidence,  which  he  had  engag< 
to  maintain  according  to  our  coi 
vention  of  the  25th  May,  1793. 

Since  1  have  made  peace  wi 
the  French  republic,  not  only  ha^ 
I  had  flronger  motives  for  fuppofii 
an  intention  on  the  part  of  En 
land  to  attack  my  pofleffions  in  1 
merica,  but  I  have  alfo  receive 
direct  infults  which  perfuade  n 
that  the  Englifh  minifler  wifftes 
oblige  me  to  adopt  a  part  contrai 
to  the  interefts  of  humanity,  injure 
by  the  bloody  war  which  ravag 
Europe,  for  the  termination  < 
which  I  have  not  cealed  to  offer  it 
good  offices,  and  to  leftify  my  coi 
flant  folicitude. 

In  facl,  England  has  develop* 
her  intentions,  has  clearly  evince 
her  projedl  of  getting  pofleffion  < 
my  territories,  by  fending  to  tl 
Antilles  a  confiderable  force,  an 
particularly  deflined  againft  Sanl 
Domingo,  as  the  proclamations  < 
her  general  in  that  ifland  clearly  d< 
monftrate.  She  has  alfo  mad 
known  her  intentions  by  the  efb 
blifhments  w’hich  her  commerci; 
companies  have  formed  upon  tf 
banks  of  the  Miffouri,  in  Nort 
America,  with  the  defign  of  pent 
trating  through  thofe  countries  t 
the  South  Sea.  Finally,  by  th 
conqueft  which  fhe  has  made  of  th 
colony  of  Demerary,  belonging  t 
the  Dutch,  and  whofe  advantageou 
pofition  puts  her  in  a  condition  ti 
get  pofleffion  of  polls  ftill  mtir 
important.  ^ 

But  there  can  no  longer  reman 
any  doubt  of  the  hoftile  nature  o 
thefe  projects,  when  I  confider  th 
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frequent  infults  to  my  flag,  the  a&s 
of  violence  committed  in  the  Me¬ 
diterranean  by  her  frigates,  which 
have  carried  away  foldiers  coming 
from  Genoa  to  Barcelona,  on  board 
.Spanifh  fhips,  to  complete  my  ar¬ 
mies;  the  piracies  and  vexations 
which  theCorffcan  and  Anglo- Cor- 
fican  corfairs,  protected  by  the 
Englifh  government  of  that  ifland, 
exercife  againft  the  Spanifli  trade 
in  the  Mediterranean,  and  even 
upon  the  coafts  of  Catalonia,  and 
the  detention  of  different  Spanifh 
fhips,  laden  with  Spanifh  property, 
and  carried  to  England  under  the 
moft  frivolous  pretences,  and  efpe- 
ciaily  the  rich  cargo  of  the  Spanifh 
fhip  the  Minerva,  on  which  an  em¬ 
bargo  was  laid  in  the  moll  infulting 
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manner  to  my  flag,  and  the  removal 
of  which  could  not  be  obtained, 
though  it  \vas  demonftrated  before 
the  competent  tribunals  that  this 
rich  cargo  was  Spanifh  property. 

The  attack  committed  upon  my 
ambaflador,  don  Simon  de  las  Ca- 
fas,  by  a  tribunal  of  London,  which 
decreed  his  arreft,  founded  upon 
the  demand  of  a  very  fmall  fum 
which  was  claimed  by  the  under¬ 
taker  of  an  embarkation,  is  ano¬ 
ther  outrage.  Finally,  the  Spanifh 
territory  has  been  violated  in  an  in¬ 
tolerable  manner  u  pon  the  coafts  of 
Galicia  and  Alicant  by  the  Englifh 
fhips  the  Cameleon  and  the  Kan- 
guroo.  Moreover,  captain  George 
Vaughan,  commodore  of  the  Alarm, 
behaved  in  a  manner  equally  info- 
lent  and  fcandalous  in  the  ifland  of 
Trinity,  where  he  landed  withdrums 
beating  and  flags  flying,  to  attack 
the  French,  and  to  avenge  the  inju¬ 
ries  which  he  pretended  to  have  re¬ 
ceived,  difturbing,  by  the  violation 
of  the  rights  of  my  fovereignty, 
the  tranquillity  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  ifland. 

*  By  all  thefe  infults,  equally  deep 
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and  unparalleled,  that  nation  has 
proved  to  the  univerfe,  that  file  re¬ 
cognizes  no  other  laws  than  the  ag- 
grandifementofher  commerce;  and 
by  her  defpotifm,  which  has  ex- 
haufted  my  patience  and  modera¬ 
tion,  flie  has  forced  me,  as  well  to 
fupport  the  honour  of  my  crown, 
as  to  protect  my  people  againft  her 
attacks,  to  declare  war  againft  the 
king  of  England,  his  kingdom  and 
vaffals,  and  to  give  orders  and  take 
the  neceflary  meafures  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  my  domains  and  my  fub> 
jedts,  and  to  repulfe  the  enemy. 

Signed  by  the  King,  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Council 
of  War. 

Done  at  the  Palace  of 
St.  Lanrenzo ,  Oft.  5,  1796. 

On  Saturday,  the  8th  of  October, 
war  was  proclaimed  at  Madrid  in 
the  ufual  form. 


Anfrver  of  the  Britifi  Government  to 
the  Spanijh  Declaration  of  War, 

The  open  aggreflions  of  Spain, 
the  violences  committed  againft  the 
perfons  and  property  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty  *s  fubje&s,  and  the  unprovoked 
declaration  of  war  on  the  part  of 
that  power,  have  at  length  compel¬ 
led  his  majefty  to  take  the  neceflary 
meafures  for  repelling  force  by  force, 

and  for  vindicating  the  dignity  of 
his  crown,  and  the  rights  and  in- 
terefts  of  his  people. 

At  the  moment  of  adopting  thefe 
meafures,  his  majefty  feels  it  due  to 
himfelf  to  remove  every  doubt 
which  can  be  thrown  on  the  indis¬ 
putable  juftice  of  his  caufe;  and  it 
will  be  eafily  proved,  from  the  very 
reafons  adduced  by  the  court  of 
Madrid  in  fupport  of  its  declaration 
of  war,  that  ail  the  calamities  which 
may  enfue  are  folely  to  be  attribut¬ 
ed  to  the  condu<5t  of  his  enemies. 

A  Ample  reference  to  that  decla- 
(H  3)  ration. 
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ration,  and  a  bare  enumeration  of 
the  vague  and  frivolous  charges 
which  it'contains,  would  indeed  be 
fufficient  to  fatisfy  all  reafonable 
and  impartial  minds,  that  no  part 
of  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  to¬ 
wards  Spain  has  afforded  the  fmall- 
eff  ground  of  complaint,  much  lefs 
any  motive  fufficiently  powerful 
for  adding  to  the  prefent  calami¬ 
ties  of  Europe  all  the  evils  of  a 
new  and  complicated  war. 

The  only  difficulty  of  a  detailed 
reply  arifes  not  from  the  flrength 
and  importance  of  the  complaints 
alleged,  but  from  their  weaknefs 
and  futility  —  from  the  confufed 
and  unintelligible  fliape  in  which 
they  are  brought  forward,  and  from 
the  impoffibility  of  referring  them 
to  any  eftablithed  principle  or  rule 
of  juflice,  to  any  ufual  form  or  to¬ 
pic  of  complaint  between  inde¬ 
pendent  .governments,  or  to  any  of 
thofe  motives  which  can  alone  cre¬ 
ate  the  painful  duty  of  an  appeal 
to  arms. 

The  adds  of  hoilility  attributed 
to  his,  majeffy  in  the  manifefto  of 
Spain,  con  lift  either  of  matters  per¬ 
fectly  innocent  and  indifferent  in 
their  nature,  or  of  imputed  opi¬ 
nions  and  intentions,  of  which  no 
proof  is  adduced,  nor  any  effecf 
alleged ;  or,  laftly,  of  complaints 
of  the  mifconduct  of  unauthorized 
individuals;  refpedting  all  which 
hisrmjefty  has  never  failed  to  initir 
tute  inquiry,  where  inquiry  wasne- 
ceflary,  and  to  caufe  juflice  to  be 
done  in  the  regular  courfe  of  judi¬ 
cial  proceedings.  The  very  nature 
of  fuch  complaints,  affords  a  fuffi¬ 
cient  anfwer  to  the  conclufion  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  drawn  from  them  by 
Spain  ;  and  his  majeffy  might  have 
been  well  juflined  in  declining  all 
further  difcuflion  on  points,  on 
which  it  was  manifeft  that  no  juft 


motive  of  hoffility  could  be  ground 
ed. 

Such,  however,  was  not  his  con 
du£t.  Anxious  to  avert  from  botl 
kingdoms  the  calamities  of  war,  hi 
has  repeatedly  and  vainly  propofet 
to  adjull,  bv  friendly  difcuflion,  al 
points  of  difference  which  coul< 
fubfiff  between  the  governments  o 
two  nations  whofe  real  intereff 
were  the  fame,  and  who  had  ai 
equal  concern  in  oppofing  the  pro 
grefs  of  a  common  enemy. 

This  difcuflion  having  alway 
been  fludioufly  avoided  by  the  cour 
of  Madrid,  it  now  remains  only  fo 
his  majeffy  to  vindicate  in  this  pub 
lie  manner  his  own  caufe,  and  t( 
prove  the  futility  of  thofe  pretence 
by  which  that  court  now  feeks  t£ 
colour  its  aggreffion. 

The  firff  point  brought  forward 
to  fupport  an  accufation  of  ill  faitl 
is  the  condudf  of  the  king’s  admira 
at  Toulon:  who  is  charged  wit! 
having  deflroyed  thofe  Blips  anc 
naval  ifores  of  the  enemy  which  h< 
could  not  carry  away  with  him 
and  with  having  afterwards  under¬ 
taken  an  expedition'  to  Corfica 
without  the  knowledge  or  partici¬ 
pation  of  the  Spanifh  admiral.  Tc 
an  accufation  of  fuch  a  nature,  al¬ 
leged  as  a  ground  of  war  betweer 
two  great  nations,  it  can  hardl) 
be  expected  that  a  ferious  anfwei 
fhould  be  given.  It  is  perhaps  the 
iirft  time  that  it  has  been  imputed 
as  a  crime  to  one  of  the  command* 
ing  officers  of  two  powers  adfing 
in  .alliance,  and  making  a  common 
caufe  in  war,  that  he  did  more  than 
his  proportion  of  mifehief  to  the 
common  enemy.  And  if  it  be 
really  true  that  fuch  a  fentiment  was 
entertained  at  Madrid,  certainly  no 
other  jufihication  can  be  neceflary 
for  not  invitinp-  the  officers  of  that 
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ditions  againfl  the  fame  enemy :  at 
all  events,  it  cannot  be  pretended 
that  a  co-operation  between  two 
allies  (however  cordial  and  fincere) 
in  any  one  particular  enterprize, 
could  afterwards  rellrain  either  of 
them  from  undertaking  feparately 
any  other,  to  which  his  own  force 
appeared  in  itfelf  to  be  adequate. 

The  fecond  inflance  of  ill-faith 
attributed  to  his  majefly  is  the  con- 
clufion  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  with  the  United  States 
of  America  ;  a  power  with  whom 
both  Great  Britain  and  Spain  were 
at  peace  ;  with  whom  the  king,  as 
well  as  his  catholic  majefly,  was 
perfectly  free  to  contract  any  fuch 
engagement  ;  and  with  whom  the 
court  of  Madrid  has  aftually  con¬ 
cluded  a  fimilar  treaty,  with  this 
difference  only,  that  the  fiipulations 
of  the  Britifh  treaty  can  give  no 
ground  of  offence  or  injury  to  any 
other  power,  while  the  Spanifh 
treaty  contains  an  article  (that  re- 
fpefting  the  navigation  of  the. 
Miflifhppi)  which,  if  it  could  have 
iny  force  or  effeft  at  all,  would  be, 
qn  the  part  of  Spain,  a,  direft  breach 
of  treaty  .  with  Great  Britain,  and  a 
grofs  violation  of  the  important 
and  unqueflionable  rights  of  his 
majefly  and  his  people. 

•  The  fame  ill-faith  is  faid  to  have 
been  manifefied  in  the  unwilling- 
nefs  fliewn  by  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment  to  adopt  the  plans  propofed 
by  Spain  for  haflening  the  coq- 
qlufion  of  the  war  with  France, 
(but  what  thefe  plans  were,  it  is 
not  Bated,)  and  alfo  in  omitting/to 
comply,  with  an  application  made 
by  Spain  for  pecuniary  fuccours, 
qs  neceflary  to  enable  her  to  aft 
againfl  the  common  enemy.  The 
failure  of  fuch  an  application  can¬ 
not  certainly  be  matter  of  furprize 
to  any  one  who  confiders  the  fitu- 
|tion  apd  ponduft  of  Spain  during 
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the  war.  It  can  hardly  be  al¬ 
leged,  even  as  an  excufe,  for  the 
precipitate  peace  concluded  by 
Spain,  not  only  without  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  her  allies,  but  in  contra-- 
diftion  to  repeated  and  pofitive  af- 
furances ;  but  it  is  difficult  to  con¬ 
ceive  how  fuch  a  refufal  cam  be 
made  the  ground  of  Hoflility  tor 
wards  Great  Britain,  or  with  what 
confiftency  the  inability  of  Spain, 
to  profecute  the  former  cohtefb 
without  pecuniary  aid  from  its  ally, 
can  have  become  a  motive  of  en~ 
gaging  gratuitouily  in  all  the  ex- 
pences  and  difficulties  of  a  new  war 
againfl  that  very  power. 

Withregard  to  the  condemnation 
of  the  St.  Jago  (a  prize  taken  from 
the  enemy  by  his  majefly ’s  naval 
forces),  his  majefly  has  only  to  re¬ 
ply  to  the  injurious  affiertions  on  ~ 
that  fubjeft  in  the  -Spanifh  mani- 
feflo,  that  the  claims  of  all  the  par¬ 
ties  in  that  caufe  were  publicly 
heard  and  decided  according  to  the 
known  law  of  nations,  and  before 
the  only  competent  tribunal  ;  one, 
whofe  impartiality  is  above  all  fuf-. 
picion. 

The  conduft  of  his  majefly  re-!1 
fpeftiug  the  naval  flores,  which* 
were  claimed  by  Spain' on  board' 
Dutch  veffels,  has  been  .  in  like 
manner  exempt  from  all  blame,  nor 
was  any  unnecefTarv  delay  -  inter- 
pofed  refpefting  thofe  cargoes,  till 
the  equivocal  conduft  of  Spain,  and 
the  ftropg  and  jufl  fufpicion  of  her 
bollile  dTpolitions,  made  it  im- 
poffible  for  his  majefly  to  confent 
to  fupply  her  from  the  ports  of  hi§ 
dominions  with  the  means  of  aft- 
ing  againfl  himfelf. 

The  next  charge  relates  to  the 
alleged  mifeonuuft  of  fome  mer¬ 
chant  fhips  in  landing  their  crews 
on  the  coafls  of  Chili  and  Peru, 
with  a  view  of  carrying  on  there  air 
illicit  eofnmerce,  .and  of  reponnoi- 
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tring  the  country.  On  this  it  is  to 
he  obferved,  that  thofe  views  are 
not  fupported  by  any  fadl  what¬ 
ever  ;  that  if  any  act  was  in  truth 
committed  by  individuals  in  thofe 
territories  againft  the  laws  of  the 
government  effablifhed  there,  thofe 
laws  might  have  been  enforced 
upon  the  fpot,  and  the  court  of 
London  has  always  been  open  to 
receive  and  redrefs  all  complaints 
of  that  nature.  But  that  wh&t  is 
aliigned  in  the  manifefto  as  a  mere 
cover  and  pretext  for  fraud,  name¬ 
ly,  the  exercife  of  the  whale  fifhery 
by  the  Engiifh  in  thofe  parts,  is  not, 
as  there  afferted,  a  right  which  the 
Englifli  “  claim  under  the  conven¬ 
tion  of  Nootka.”  It  is  one,  which 
was  not  then  for  the  firft  time  efia- 
blifhed,  but  folemnly  recognized  by 
the  court  of  Madrid,  as  having 
always  belonged  to  Great  Britain, 
and  the  full  and  undifturbed  exer- 
ci'fe  of  which  was  guaranteed  to  his 
majefty's  fubjedfs  in  terms  fo  ex- 
prels  as  to  admit  of  no  doubt,  and 
in  a  tranfadfion  lo  recent,  tnat  ig¬ 
norance  of  it  cannot  be  pretended. 

Such,  it  feems,  were  the  offences 
of  the  Britifh  government,  and  fuch 
the  jealoufies.  and  apprehenfion  of 
Spain  during  the  time  when  the 
courts  of  London  and  IVIadrid  weie 
united  in  the  bands  of  alliance, 
and  engaged  in  a  common  caufe  ; 
and  it  is  on  motives  as  frivolous  as 
thefe,  that  the  court  of  Madrid  be¬ 
gan  to  project  an  offenfive  alliance 
with  the  king’s  enemies ;  a  defign 
which  it  now  profeffes  to  have  en¬ 
tertained  from  the  moment  when  it 
fe  para  ted  itfelf  from  the  common 
caufe,  but  which  was  long  after  that 
period  difguifed  under  the  moft 
pofitive  and  explicit  afiurances  of 
neutrality. 

It  is  rnfinuated,  that  the  good 
offices,  of  his  cathoiib  mayefty,  for 
bringing  "-about  a  general  pacifi- 
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cation,  had  been  tendered  to  Great 
Britain,  and  had  been  refufed.  What 
degree  of  impartiality  could  have 
been  expedted  from  fuch  a  medi¬ 
ation,  the  d'ifpofitions  which  Spain 
now  avows  herfelf  to  have  enter¬ 
tained  at  that  period  fufficiently 
fliew ;  his  majefty  exercifed  his 
undoubted  right  of  judging  for  him- 
fdlf  and  for  his  people,  how  far 
a  negotiation,  commenced  under 
fuch  aufpices,  was  likely  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  honour  and  intereft 
of  his  dominions  j  and  he  now  finds 
the  propriety  of  his  decifion  con¬ 
firmed  beyond  a  doubt,  by  the  con- 
dudl  and  avowals  of  Spain. 

It  is  next  Bated,  that  in  thepro- 
fecution  of  the  war,  in  which  Great 
Britain  is  erigaged,  her  views  feem 
uniformly  to  have  been  diredledto 
the  annoyance  of  the  Spanifh  pof- 
fefiions  in  America.  In  fnpport  of 
this  accufation  are  adduced  an  ex¬ 
pedition  diredfed  againft  St.  Do¬ 
mingo,  the  conqueft  of  the  Dutch 
colony  of  Demerary,  and  the  fup- 
pofed  eftablilhment  of  Britifh  com¬ 
mercial  companies  on  the  banks  of 
the  Miffifiippi,  formed  with  a  view 
of  penetrating  to  the  South  Sea. 

This  latter  point  is  one  to  which 
it  is  impo Bible  to  make  a  fpecific 
anfwer,  becaufe  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment  has  no  knowledge  of  any  fad! 
to  which  it  can  refer.  Within  the 
Spanifh  territory,  the  Spanifh  go¬ 
vernment  certainly  poflefies  both 
the  right  and  the  power  to  prevent 
individuals  from  trading.  Within 
the  American  territory,  his  majef- 
ty’s  fubjedts  have  by  treaty  a  right 
to  fettle  and  to  trade;  and  they 
have  alfo  an  exprefs  right  freely  to 
navigate  the  Miffifiippi,  by  which 
the  territories  of  Spain  and  of  the 
United  States  are  divided  from  each 
other.  Unlefs,  therefore,  it  can 
be  fhewn  that  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment  has  authorized- any  fettkment 
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on  the  Span!  lh  "territory,  this  com- 
•plaint  can  afford  no  pretence  tor 
hoftility  againft  his  majefty. 

With  regard  to  the  expedition 
againft  St.  Domingo,  and  to  the 
conquell  of  Demerary,  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  refrain  from  remarking, 
that  however  highly  the  rights  of 
neutral  nations  ought  to  be  re- 
fpedted,  and  whatever  delicacy  his 
majefty  might  be  difpofed  to  feel 
towards  thole  of  a  power  fo  lately 
his  ally,  and  not  yet  become  his 
enemy  —  it  is  a  new  and  hitherto 
unheard-of  claim  of  neutrality, 
which  is  to  be  circumfcribed  by  no 
bounds,  either  of  time  or  place  ; 
which  extends  equally  beyond  the 
date,  and  beyond  the  limits  of  pof- 
fefiion,  and  is  to  attach  not  to  the 
territories  of  a  neutral  power  itfelf, 
but  to  whatever  may  once  have 
belonged  to  it,  and  to  whatever 
may  be  lituated  in  its'  neigbour- 
hood,  although  in  the  poffeffion  of 
an  actual  enemy. 

The  fubject,  however,  of  St.  Do¬ 
mingo,  dei’erves  to  be  more  parti¬ 
cularly  adverted  to,  becaufe  the  at* 
tetnpt  on  the  part  of  Spain  to  cede 
a  part  of  that  ifland  to  France,  is  a 
breach  of  that  folemn  treaty  under 
which  alone  the  crown  of  Spain 
holds  any  part  of  its  American 
pofleftions.  The  conclufion  of  fuch 
an  article,  without  the  knowledge 
of  an  ally  fo  deeply  concerned  as 
Great  Britain  in  that  ftipulation, 
both  in  right  and  interelf,  was 
therefore  an  adt,  fuch  as  would 
have’ juftified  any  meafures  to  which 
the  court  of  London  could  have 
recourfe ;  yet  fo  earned  was  the 
king’s  defire  to  maintain  peace  with 
Spain,  that  he  repeatedly  endea¬ 
voured  to  fix,  by  an  amicable  dif- 
cuflion  with  that  court,  the  period 
when  the  right  of  Spain  to  the  ter¬ 
ritory  fo  ceded  was  to  ceafe,  in 
order  that  any  operation,  which  it 
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might  become  expedient  for  his 
troops  to  undertake  there,  might 
be  diredted  againli  the  French  alone. 
And  although  no  explanation  could 
ever  be  obtained  from  the  court  of 
Madrid  on  this  fubjedt,  his  com¬ 
manders  on  the  fpot  were  relfrained 
from  adting,  and  did  not  adf  againli 
the  Spanilh  part  of  the  ifland,  till 
the  ceffion  adtually  took  place,  by 
which  it  became,  as  far  as  the  adt 
of  Spain  could  make  it,  a  part  of 
the  territories  of  France.  * 

To  the  accufations  which  made 
up  the  greater  part  of  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  manifesto,  refpedring  the 
detention  or  capture  of  merchant 
Ihips,  or  the  violation  of  territory 
therein  mentioned,  it  is  fufficient 
to  reply,  that  in  every  cale  of  fuch 
a  nature  which  has  been  brought 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  Britifn  go* 
vernment,  the  moll  eifedfual  mea¬ 
fures  have  been  inftantiy  taken  for 
inllituting  inquiry  into  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  the  tranfadfion,  for  col- 
ledling  the  proofs  neceffary  to  af- 
certain  the  fadf  on  which  the 
charge  was  founded,  and  for  fub- 
mitting  the  whole  to  that  regular 
courfe  of  proceeding  in  which  juf- 
tice  is  to  be  rendered  in  th&fe  cafes, 
according  to  the  elfabiifiied  pradfice 
throughout  Europe,  and  to  the  ex- 
prefs  imputations  of  the  treaties  be¬ 
tween  Great  .Britain  and  Spain. 

Amidft  the  wide  and  compli¬ 
cated  operations  of  a  naval  war, 
extended  over  every  quarter  of  the 
globe,  it  is  not  improbableXhat  feme 
diforders  and  irregularities  may 
have  taken  place,  which  the  utmoil 
vigilance  of  the  government  could 
not  immediately  difcover  or  re* 
prefs;  and  that  in  the  exercife  of 
the  undoubted  right  of  a  power  at 
war,  to  fearch  out  and  feize  the 
property  of  the  enemy,  the  rights 
of  neutral  nations  may,  in  fame 
inftances,  have  been  unintentionally 
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expofed  to  temporary  moleftation. 
The  fame  obfervation  was  not  lefs 
applicable  to  Spain  in  her  war  with 
Prance;  and  the  fhort  interval  that 
has  elapfed  fince  herf  declaration 
again  ft  Great  Britain  has  amply 
iliewn  that  fimilar  complaints  will 
arife  from  her  condudl  in  the  pre- 
fent  war. 

The  utmoft  that  can  be  demand¬ 
ed  in  luch  cafes  of  a  power  at  war, 
is,  that  it  fhould  iliew  itfelf  ready 
on  all  occafions  to  Hften  to  the  re- 
monft  ranees  and  reclamations  of 
thofe  whom  it  may  have  aggrieved, 
and  prompt  and  expeditious  in  re- 
dreffing  their  injuries,  and  in  re- 
ftoring  their  property:  and  to  the 
readinefs  of  the  Britifh  government 
to  fulfil  fcbefe  duties?  in  every  cafe 
where  they  have  been  called  upon 
to  do  fo,  even  Spain  herielf  may 
fafely  bd  called  to  bear  witnefs. 
Nor  would  it  be  cafy  to  cite  a 
more  ftriking  proof  of  the  friendly 
dlfpofition  of  the  king’s  govern¬ 
ment,  and  of 'the  particular  atten¬ 
tion  manifefted  towards  the  rights 
and  interefts  of  Spain,  than  arifes 
from  an  impartial  examination  of 
the  detail  of  what  has  palled  on  this 
fubjedL  It  will  be  found  that  the 
caufes  of  complaints,  whether  well 
or  ill-founded,  which  have  been 
brought  forward,  are  much  fewer 
than  ever  have  occurred  within  the 
fame  period  in  former  times.  And 
the  court  of  Spain,  when  called 
upon  to  fpecify  particulars  on  this 
head,  is  obliged  to  have  recourfe 
to  an  allegation  of  the  depredations 
of  Corfican  privateers. 

There  remains  but  one  ground 
irpon  which  the  court  of  Spain  pre¬ 
tends  to  account  to  the  world,  for 
the  rafh  and  perfidious  ftep  which 
it  has  taken  in  declaring  war  againft 
England,  and  to  excufe  to  Europe 
the  calamities,  which  cannot  fail  to 
refult  from  fuch  a  meafure;  the 
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fuppofed  decree  of' arre  ft  after  ted  to 
have  been  iffued  againft  the  Spanifh 
ambaflador  at  the  court  of  London. 
The  faft,  to  which  this  relates, 
mu  ft  have  been  grofsiy  miftaken 
before  it  could  be  made  to  appear, 
even  in  the  eyes  of  Spain,  a  fit  mos 
tive  for  .  the  flighted:  reprefeniatiorf 
or  complaint,  much  more  a^jufti- 
fiable  caufe  of  war  between  the 
two  kingdoms. 

By  the  ftrefs  which  is  laid  upon 
this  tranfadtion,  who  is  there  that 
would  not  be  led  to  imagine  that 
the  law-fuit  commenced  againft  the 
Spanifli  ambaflador  was  attended 
with  forne  peculiar  circumftances 
of  perfonal  indignity  ?  That  the 
refult  was  intentional,  and  origi¬ 
nated  with  the  Britifh.  government  £ 
pr  that,  on  being  apprifed  of  the 
offence,  the  court  of  London  had 
fhewn  fome  unwiilingnefs  or  delay 
in  proceeding  to  the  profecution  of 
the  parties  concerned  in  it  ? 

Who  but  would.be  aftoniflied  to 
learn  that  the  procefs  itfelf'  was  no 
more  than  a  Ample  citation  to  ah- 
Ever  at  law  for  a  debt ■  demanded  3 
that  the  filing  this  procefs  was  the 
miftaken  a ft  of  an  individual,  who 
was  immediately  difavowed  by  the 
government,,  and  ordered  to  be 
profecuted  for  his  conduct,  and 
who  made  (but  made  in.  vain)  re¬ 
peated  and  fubmilTive  applications 
to  the  Spanifli  ambaflador  for  for- 
givenefs  and  interference  on  his 
behalf  ?  that  cafes  of  the  fame  na¬ 
ture  have  frequently  arifen  in  Eng¬ 
land  from  the  ignorance  of  indi¬ 
viduals,  and  from  the  ready  appeal 
to  the  laws  which  the  happy  con- 
ftitution  of  the  country,  admits  and 
authorizes,  without  the  previous 
intervention  or  knowledge  of  any 
branch  of  the  executive  govern? 
ment ;  and  that  in  all  fimilar  cafes, 
and  particularly  in  ohe  which  had 

occurred  only  a  few  weeks  bef°*‘G 
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precifely  the  fame  meafures  have 
been  purfued  by  the  government  to 
vindicate  the  privileges  of  foreign 
minifters,  and  have  uniformly,  and 
without  exception,  been  accepted 
as  completely  adequate  to  that  ob¬ 
ject,  and  fatisfa&ory  to  the  dignity 
and  honour  of  the  fovereign  whom 
the  cafe  concerned  ? 

Such  then  are  the  frivolous  mo¬ 
tives,  and  pretended' wrongs,  which 
Spain  has  chofefr  to  aflign  as  the 
juftification  of  her  declaration  of 
war  againft  Great  Britain.  Such 
are  the  topics  *of  complaint  upon 
which  his  majefty  has  repeatedly 
offered  the  mod  unequivocal  ex¬ 
planation  ;  upon  which  he  has  long 
and  eameftly  endeavoured  to  per- 
fuade  the  court  of  Madrid  to  enter 
into  a  full  and  amicable  difeuffion, 
for  the  purpofeof  averting  from  his 
own  fubjedts,  from  thofe  of  his 
catholic  majefty,  and  from  Europe, 
the  extremities  of  war. 

When  upon  grounds  of  fuch  a 
nature,  and  with  the  offer  of  nego¬ 
tiation  repeatedly  prefented  to  its 
choice,  a  power  has  wilfully  and 
wantonly  chofen  a  war,  in  which 
its  profperity,  its  happinefs,  and  its 
fafety,  are  hazarded,  and  in  which 
it  will  have  as  much  to  fear  from 
the  fuccefs  of  its  allies,  as  from  that 
of  its  enemies — it  furely  is  not  too 
much  to  prefume,  that,  even  in  its 
own  eyes,  that^poweris  not  juftified 
for  the  proceeding  which  it  adopt¬ 
ed,  and  that  there  muft  be  fome 
unaffigned  motive  of  irrefiftible  ne- 
ceffity,  which  induces  it  to  purfue 
meafWes  alike  inconfiftent  with  its 
intereft  and  with  its  honour. 

It  will  be  plain  to  all  pofterity — 
it  is  now  notorious  to  Europe,  that 
neither  to  the  genuine  wifhes,  nor 
even  to  the  miftaken  policy  of 
Spain,  her  prefent  condudt  is  to  be 
attributed  ;  that  not  from  enmity 
towards  Great  Britain,  not  from  qny 
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refentment  of  paft  or  apprehenfton 
of  future  injuries,  but  from  a  blind 
fubferviency  to  the  views  of  his 
majefty’s  enemies,  from  the  domi¬ 
nion  ufurped  over  her  councils  and 
adtions  by  her  new  allies,  {he  has 
been  compelled  to  aft  in  a  quarrel, 
and  for  interefts,  not  her  own  :  to 
take  up  arms  againft  one  of  thofe 
powers  in  whole  caufe  fhe  has  pro¬ 
faned  to  feel  the  ftrongeft  intereft ; 
and  even  to  menace  with  hoftility 
another,  againft  whom  110  caufe  of 
complaint  is  pretended,  except  its 
honourable  and  faithful  adherence 
to  its  engagements. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  his 
majefty  forbears  to  enumerate  the 
feveral  grounds  of  juft  complaint 
which  he  has  had  oecafion,  on  his 
part,  to  prefer  to  the  court  of  Ma¬ 
drid,  fince  the  conclufion  of  the 
peace  between  France  and  Spain ; 
the  many  and  grofs  inftances  of 
unjuft  partiality  towards  his  ene^ 
mies,  of  undue  protedlion  afforded 
to  their  {hips,  and  of  injuries  com¬ 
mitted,  and  allowed  to  be  com¬ 
mitted,  on  thofe  of  his  majefty  and 
his  fubjedts. 

Confident  of  having  acquitted 
himfelf  to  the  world  of  any  {hare 
in  originating  the  pfefent  war,  he 
hods  in  the  manifeft  and  unpro¬ 
voked  aggreflion  of  the  enemy,  a 
fufficient  caufe  for  calling  forth  the 
refources  of  his  kingdoms,  and  the 
fpirit  of  his  fubjedts ;  and  he  com¬ 
mits  to  the  Divine  Providence  the 
iffue  of  a  conteft,  which  it  was  to 
the  lait  moment  his  earned:  endea¬ 
vour  to  avoid,  and  which  he  now 
ardently  deiires  to  bring  to  a  fpee- 
dy  and  honourable  termination. 


Note  tranfmitted  to  iff.  Barthelemy , 
Ambajjador  from  the  French  Re¬ 
public  to  the  Helvetic  Body,  by 

"  Mr. 
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Mr.  Wickham,  his  Britannic  Ma~ 
Jeffs  Minifies  Plenipotentiary  to  the 

S'lvifs  Cantons ,  March  8,  1 79^* 

\ 

The  underfigned,  his  Britannic 
majefty’s  minifter  plenipotentiary 
to  the  Swifs  Cantons,  is  authorized 
to  convey  to  monfieur  Barthelemy 
the  defire  of  his  court  to  be  made 
acquainted,  through  him,  with  the 
difpofitions  of  France  in  regard  to 
the  object  of  a  general  pacification. 
He  therefore  requrefts  monfieuf  Bar- 
thelemy  to  tr  an  fruit  to  him  in  wri¬ 
ting  (and  after  having  made  the 
neeefiary  inquiries)  his  anfwer  to 
the  following  queftions : 

1.  Is  there  the  difpofition  in 
France  to- open  a  negotiation  with 
his  majeftv  and  his  allies  for  the  rp- 
eftabBfhrnent  of  a  general  peace, 
upon  juft  and  fuitable  terms,  by 
fending  for  that  purpofe  minifters 
to  a<  congrefs,  at  focli  place  as  may 
hereafter  be  agreed  upon  * 

2.  Would  there  be  the  difpofttion 
to  communicate  to  the  underfigned 
the  general  grounds  of  a  pacifica¬ 
tion,  fuch  as  France  would  be 
willing  to  propofe  j  in  order  that 
his  majeftv  and  his  allies  might 
thereupon  examine  in  concert,  whe¬ 
ther  they  are  fuch  as  might  ferve 
as  the  foundation  of  a  negotiation 
for  peace  ? 

3.  Or  would  there  be  a  defire  to 
propofe  any  other  way  whatever, 
for  arriving  at  the  fame  end,  that 
of  a  general  pacification  ? 

The  under figned  is  authorized  to 
receive  from  monfieur  Barthelemy 
the  anfwers  to  thefe  queftions,  and 
to  tranfmit  them  to  his  court;  but 
he  is  not  authorized  to  enter  with 
him  into  negotiation  or  difcufiion 
upon  thefe  fubjecfts. 

(Signed)  W.  Wickham. 

Bane,  March  8, 
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Note  tranfmit  teci  to  Mr.  Wickham  by 
M.  Barthelemy ,  March  26,  1796* 

The  underfigned,  ambaffkdor  of 
the  French  republic  to  the  Helvetic 
body,  has  tranfmitted  to  the  exe¬ 
cutive  directory  the  note  which 
Mr.  Wickham,  his  Britannic  ma- 
jetty’s  minifter  plenipotentiary  to 
the  Swifs  Cantons,  was  pleafed  to 
convey  to  him,  dated  the  8th  of 
March.  He  has  it  irr  command  to 
anfwer  it  by  an  expofition  of  the. 
fentiments  and  difpofitions  of  the 
executive  directory.  y 

The  dire&ory  ardently  defires  to 
procure  for  the  French  republic  a 
juft,  honourable,  and  folid  peace. 
The  ftep  taken  by  Mr.  Wickham 
would  have  afforded  to  the  directory 
a  real  fatisfa£fion,  if  the  declaration 
itfelf  which  that  minifter  makes  of 
his  not  having  any  order,  any  power 
to  negotiate,  did  not  give  room  to 
doubt  of  the  fincerity  of  the  pacific 
intentions  of  his  court.  In  fa6t, 
if  it  were  true  that  England  began 
to  know  her  real  interefts;  that  file 
wifhed  to  open  again  for  herfelf 
the  fources-  of  abundance  and  pro- 
fperity ;  if  fhe  fought  for  peace  with 
good  faith,  would  {he  propofe  a 
congrefs,  of  which  the  necefiary 
refiilt  muft  be,  to  render  all  nego¬ 
tiation  ‘endlefs?  Or  would  {he 
confine  herfelf  to  the  afking,  in  a 
vague  manner,  that  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  ftiould  point  out  any 
other  way  whatever,  for  attaining 
the  fame  object,  that  of  a  general 
pacification? 

Is  it  that  this  ftep  has  had  no 
other  objedt  than  to  obtain  for  the 
Bririfti  government  the  favourable 
imprelfton  which  always  accom¬ 
panies  the  fir  ft  overtures  for  peace  > 
May  it  not  have  been  accompanied 
with  the  hope  that  they  would  pro¬ 
duce  no  effect  ? 

.  However  that  may  be,  the  exe¬ 
cutive 
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cutive  dire&ory,  whofe  policy  has 
no  other  guides  than  opennefs  and 
good  faith,  will  follow,  in  its  ex¬ 
planations,  a  conduct  which  fhall 
be  wholly  conformable  to  them. 
Yielding  to  the  ardent  delire  by 
which  it  is  animated,  to  procure 
peace  for  the  French  republic,  and 
for  all  nations,  it  will  not  fear  to 
declare  itfelf  openly.  Charged  by 
the  confutation  with  the  execution 
of  the  laws,  it  cannot  make,  or 
Ellen  to  any  propofai  that  would 
be  contrary  to  them.  The  con- 
ftitutional  a<5t  does  not  permit  it  to 
confent  to  any  alienation  of  that, 
which,  according  to  the  exilfing 
laws,  conftitutes  the  territory  of  the 
republic. 

With  refpedl  to  the  countries 
occupied  by  the  French  armies, 
and  which  have  not  been  united  to 
France,  they,  as  well  as  other  in- 
terefts  political  and  commercial, 
may  become  the  fubjedt  of  a  nego¬ 
tiation,  which  will  prefent  to  the 
dire&ory  the  means  of  proving  how 
much  it  deli  res  to  attain  fpeediiy  to 
a  happy  pacification. 

The  directory  is  ready  to  receive, 
in  this  refpedt,  any  overtures  that 
iliall  be  juft,  reafonable,  and  com¬ 
patible  with  the  dignity  of  the  re¬ 
public. 

(Signed)  Barthelemy. 

Bajle ,  the  6th  of  Germinal ,  the  fourth 
Year  of  the  French  Republic  (26 th 

of  March,  1796). 


Note ,  publijhed  by  the  Court  of  London, 
'  ds  a  Commetit  on  the  above  Cor - 
refpondence* 

The  court  of  London  has  re¬ 
ceived  from  its  minifter  in  Swit¬ 
zerland  the  anfwer  made  to  the 
queftions  which  he  had  been 


charged  to  propofe  to  monfieur 
Barthelemy,  in  refpedf  to  the  open¬ 
ing  of  a  negotiation  for  the  re-efta- 
biilliing  of  general  tranquillity. 

This  court  has  feen,  with  regret, 
how  far  the  tone  and  fpirit  of  that 
anfwer,  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
demands  which  it  contains,  and  the 
manner  of  announcing  them,  are 
remote  from  any  difpolit-ion  for 
peace. 

The  inadmiiTible  pretenfion  is 
there  avowed  of  appropriating  to 
France  all  that  the  laws  actually 
exifting  there  may  have  comp  lift  1 
under  the  denomination  of  French 
territory.  To  a  demand  ftrch  as 
this,  is  added  an  exorefs  declare- 
tipn,  that  no  propofai  contrary  to 
it  will  be  made,  or  even  iiftened  to. 
And  even  this,  under  the  pretence 
of  an  internal  regulation,  the  pro- 
vifions  of  which  are  wholly  foreign 
to. all  other  nations. 

While/ihefe  difpofitions  (hall  be 
perlifted  in,  nothing  is  left  for  the 
king,  but  to  profecutea  war  equally 
juft  and  neceffary.  - 

Whenever  his  enemies  (hall  ma- 
nifeft  more  pacific  fentiments,  his 
majefty  will,  at  all  times,  be  eager 
to  concur  in  them,  by  lending  htm- 
feif,  in  concert  with  his  allies,  to 
all  fuch  meafures  as  fnall  be  bell 
calculated  to  re-eftablifti  general 
tranquillity  on  conditions  juft, 
honourable,  and  permanent,  either 
by  the  eftablifhment  of  a  congrefs, 
which  has  been  fo  often  and  fo 
happily  the  means  of  reftoring- 
peace  to  Europe,  or  by  a  prelimi¬ 
nary  difeufiian  of  the  principles 
which  may  be  propofed,  on  either 
fide,  as  a  foundation  of  a  general 
pacification  ;  or  laftly,  by  an  im¬ 
partial  examination  of  any  other 
way  which  may  be  pointed  out  to 
him  for  arriving  at  the  fame  fain- 

cl 

tary  end. 

D  evening  frect,  April  10,  1796. 

Official 
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Official  Correfpondence ,  publified  by 
'  the  Briti/h  Government,  relative  to 
'  the  Negotiation  for  Peace  between 

the  French  Republic  and  Great 
■  Britain. 

No.  1 . 

Sir, 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the 
king,  my  matter,  I  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  tranfmit  to  you  the  en- 
ciofed  note,  and  to  requeft  of  you 
that  you  will  forward  it  to  his 
Danitti  majefty’s  remitter  at  Paris, 
to  be  by  him  communicated  to  the 
executive  diredory. 

The  fentiments  of  your  court  are 
too  well  known  to  the  king  to  ad¬ 
mit  of  his  majefty’s  entertaining 
any  doubt  of  the  fatibfadion  with 
which  his  Danitti  majefty  will  fee 
the  intervention  of  his  remitters 
employed  on  fuch  an  occafion,  or 
of  the  earneftnefs  with  which  you, 
fir,  will  concur  in  a  meafure  which 
has  for  its  objed  the  re-eftablifh- 
xnent  of  peace. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
the  rnott  perfed  conttderation, 

Sir,  N 

Your  moft  humble, 

And  moft  obedient  fervant, 

Grenville. 

To  the  Count  TNcdel  JarlJberg , 

&c.  &c.  Gfc. 


No.  2. 

NOTE. 

His  Britannic  majefty,  animated 
with  the  fame  defire,  which  he  has 
already  manifefted,  to  terminate, 
by  juft,  honourable,  and  perma¬ 
nent  conditions  of  peace,  a  war 
which  has  extended  itfelf  through¬ 
out  all  parts  of  the  world,  is  will¬ 
ing  to  omit  nothing  on  his  part 
which  may  contribute  to  this  objed. 

It  is  with  this  view  that  he  has 
thought  it  proper  to  avail  himfelf 
of  the  confidential  intervention  of 


the  minifters  of  a  neutral  power*, 
to  demand  of  the  executive  direc¬ 
tory  paftports  for  a  perfon  of  con¬ 
fidence  whom  his  majefty  would 
fend  to  Paris  with  a  commiflion  to- 
difcufs,  with  the  government  there, 
all  the  means  the  moft:  proper  to 
produce  fo  deferable  an  end. 

And  his  majefty  is  perfuaded 
that  he  fhall  receive,  without  de¬ 
lay,  through  the  fame  channel,  a 
fatisfadory  anfwer  to  this  demand, 
which  cannot  fail  to  place  in  a  ftill 
clearer  light  the  juft  and  pacific 
difpofitions  which  he  entertains  in 
common  with  his  allies. 

Grenville. 

JVefm infer ,  Sept.  6,  1796. 

No.  3. 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
your  excellency,  that  the  note  ad- 
drefted  to  the  executive  diredory 
of  France,  in  date  of  the  6th  of 
the  prefent  month,  was  tranfmitted 
by  Mr.  Koenemann,  charge  d’af¬ 
faires  of  his  Danifh  majefty,  to 
Mr.  Delacroix,  minifter  for  foreign 
affairs  at  Paris,  who  promifed  that 
an  anfwer  lhould  be  returned  to  it 
after  it  had  been  fubmitted  to  the 
confideraiion  of  the  government. 
Three  days  having  elapfed  in  ex- 
pedation  of  this  anfwer,  Mr.  Koe¬ 
nemann  went  a  fecond  time  to  the 
minifter  abovementioned,  who 
gave  him  to  underftand,  that  the 
executive  diredory  had  not  per¬ 
mitted  him  to  return  an  anfwer  in 
writing,  but  that  he  was  direded 
to  exprefs  himfelf  verbally  to  this 
effed : 

u  That  the  executive  diredory 
of  the  French  republic  would  not, 
for  the  future,  receive  or  anfwer 
any  overtures  or  confidential  papers 
tranfmitted  through  any  interme¬ 
diate  channel  from  the  enemies  of 
the  republic ;  but  that  if  they 

would 
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would  fend  perfons  furniflied  with 
full  powers  and  official  papers, 
thefe  might,  upon  the  frontiers, 
demand  the  paffports  neceffary  ior 
proceeding  to  Paris.” 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the 
moft  perfect  refped, 

My  Lord, 

Your  excellency’s  moft  humble, 
And  moft  obedient  fervant, 
(Signed) 

Comte  de  Wedel  Jarlsberg. 

London ,  Sept.  3,  1796. 

No.  4. 

Sir,  Paris,  Sept.  19,  1796. 

I  was  indifpofed  at  my  country 
hpufe  when  your  excellency’s  cou¬ 
rier  brought  me  the  letters  which 
your  excellency  did  me  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  write  to  me  on  the  7th  in- 
ftant,  together  with  the  note  of 
lord  Grenville  inclofed  therein.  I 
let  off  for  Paris  on  the  following 
day,  where,  after  demanding  an 
audience  of  citizen  Delacroix,  mi- 
nifter  for  foreign  affairs,  1  pre¬ 
fen  ted  the  note  abovementioned, 
accompanied  with  another  in  my 
own  name,  in  which  I  explained 
the  motives  that  had  induced  me 
to  undertake  a  meafure  for  which 
I  had  no  authority  from  my  court. 
He  promifed  to  fubmit  the  two 
notes  to  the  infpedion  of  the  go¬ 
vernment,  and  to  return  me  an 
anfwer  immediately.  Having  wait¬ 
ed  for  three  days  without  receiv¬ 
ing  an  anfwer,  I  went  a  fecond 
time  to  wait  upon  the  minifter, 
who,  in  a  very  dry  tone,  informed 
me,  that  the  executive  diredory 
had  not  permitted  him  to  return 
an  anfwer  in  writing,  but  that  he 
was  direded  to  exprefs  himfelf  ver¬ 
bally  to  this  effed  : 

“  That  the  executive  diredory 
of  the  French  Republic  wouid  not, 
for  the  future,  receive  or  anfw.er 


(**?■) 

any  confidential  overtures  or  papers 
tranfmitted  through  any  interme¬ 
diate  channel  from  the  enemies  of 
the  republic ;  but  that  if  they 
would  fend  perfons  furnifhed  with 
full  powers  and  official  papers,  thefe 
might,  upon  the  frontiers,  demand 
the  paffports  neceffary  for  proceed¬ 
ing  to  Paris.” 

Such,  fir,  is  the  refult  of  a  mea¬ 
fure  which  I  have  taken  at  your 
requeft.  I  with,  for  the  fake  of 
humanity,  that  we  may  meet  with, 
better  fuccefs  at  fome  future  period ; 
but  I  fear  that  this  period  is  ftiil 
at  a  great  di fiance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
refpedful  attachment, 

Sir, 

Your  excellency’s  moft  humble. 
And  moft  obedient  fervant, 

Kg E N EM  A N N. 

1 To  his  Excellency  the  Count  IVcdsi 
arlfberg ,  CsV.  &c.  &c. 


No.  5. 

NOTE. 

In  demanding  of  the  executive 
diredory  of  the  French  Republic, 
through  the  intervention  of  the 
minifters  of  a  neutral  power,  a 
paffport  for  a  confidential  perfoa 
to  be  fent  to  Paris,  the  court  of 
London  accompanied  this  demand 
with  the  exprefs  declaration,  that 
this  perfon  ftioidd  be  commiffioned 
to  difeufs  with  the  government  aU 
the  means  the  moft  proper  for  con¬ 
ducing  to  the  re -eftabU  foment  of 
peace. 

The  king,  perfevering  in  the  fame 
fentiments,  which  he  has. already 
fo  unequivocally  declared,  will  not 
leave  to  his  enemies  the  fmalleft 
pretext  for  eluding  a  difeuffion, 
the  refult  of  which  will  necefiariiy 
ferve  either  to  produce  the  hap- 
p.iaefs  of  fo  many  nations,  or  at 

1  leaf! 
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lead  to  render  evident  the  views 
and  difpofitions  of  thofe  who  op- 
pofe  themfelves  to  it. 

It  is  therefore  in  purfuance  of 
thefe  fentiments,  that  the  under-* 
figned  is  charged  to  declare,  that 
as  foon  as  the  executive  directory 
fhall  think  proper  to  tranfmit  to 
the  underfigned  the  neceffary  paff- 
ports  (of  which  he,  by  this  note, 
renews  the  demand  already  made) 
his  Britannic  majeftv  will  fend  to 
Paris  a  perfon  furnifhed  with  full 
powers,  and  official  inftruCtions,  to 
negotiate  with  the  executive  di¬ 
rectory  on  the  means  of  terminat¬ 
ing  the  prefent  war,  by  a  pacifica¬ 
tion  juft,  honourable,  and  folid, 
calculated  to  reftore  repofe  to  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  to  enfure,  for  the  time  to 
come,  the  general  tranquillity. 

(Signed)  Grenville. 
l'jrejlminjlei\  Sept.  27,  1796. 

To  the  Minifier  for  Foreign  Affair sy 
at  Paris . 


No.  6. 

I  have  the  honour  to  tranfmit 
to  lord  Grenville  a  copy  of  the 
decree  of  the  executive  directory 
of  the  French  Republic,  in  anfwer 
to  his  note  of  the  2.7th  Septem¬ 
ber,  1796,  (O.  S.) 

He  will  there  fee  a  proof  of  the 
earned  defire  of  the  French  go¬ 
vernment  to  profit  of  the  overture 
that  is  made  to  them,  in  the  hope 
that  it  may  lead  to  peace  with  the 
government  of  England. 

I  have  the  honour  to  fend  him, 
atjhe  fame  time,  the  paffports  re¬ 
quired  for  the  minifter  plenipoten¬ 
tiary,  whom  his  Britannic  majefty 
propofes  to  name  to  treat ;  and  I 
requeft  lord  Grenville  to  accept 
the  a  durance  of  my  perfonal  wishes 
for  the  fuccefs  of  this  negotiation, 


as  well  as  that  of  my  moft  perfeCt 
confederation. 

(Signed)  Ch.  Delacroix. 
Paris ,  1 1  Kendemiaire ,  §tk  year 
of  the  French  Republic * 


No.  7. 

Extrafi  from  the  Regifer  of  the  De~ 
crees  of  the  Executive  Directory. 
The  Q)th  Vendemiaire ,  $///  year  of  the 
French  Republic ,  one  and  indivff 
ble . 

The  executive  directory,  upon 
confideration  of  the  note  addreffed 
to  the  minifter  for  foreign  affairs 
by  lord  Grenville,  dated  Septem¬ 
ber  27,  1796,  wifhing  to  give  a 
proof  of  the  ddire  which  it  enter¬ 
tains  to  make  peace  with  England, 
decrees  as  follows : 

The  minifter  for  foreign  affair3 
is  charged  to  deliver  the  neceffary 
paffports  to  the  envoy  of  England, 
who  fhall  be  furiiifhed  with  full 
powers,  not  only  for  preparing  and 
negotiating  the  peace  between  the 
French  republic  and  ’that  power, 
but  for  concluding  it  definitively 
between  them. 

True  copy. 

(Signed)  L.  M.  Reveillere 
Lepeaux,  prefident. 

By  the  executive  directory. 

For  the  fecretary  general. 

(Signed)  Le  Tourneur. 
Certified  true  copy. 

The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs, 
Ch.  Delacroix, 
By  the  minifter. 

J.  Giraudet,  fee.  gen. 

No.  7.* 

Lord  Malmeffiury,  who  is  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  king  to  treat  with 
the  French  government  for  a  juft 
and  equitable  peace,  calculated  to 
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reftore  peace  to  Europe,  and  to  en- 
fure  the  public  tranquillity  for  the 
time  to  come,  will  have  the  honour 
of  delivering  this  letter  from  me  to 
M.  Delacroix. 

The  diftinguifhed  rank  and  me¬ 
rit  of  the  minifter  of  whom  his 
majefty  has  made  choice  on  this 
occafion,  makes  it  unneceffary  for 
me  to  fay  any  thing  in  his  recom¬ 
mendation;  at  the  fame  time  that 
it  furnifhes  a  frefh  proof  of  the  de¬ 
lire  of  his  majefty  to  contribute  to 
the  fuccefs  of  this  negotiation  :  for 
which  obje<ft  I  entertain  the  mod 
fanguine  wifhes. 

Monlieur  Delacroix  will  have 
the  goodnefs  to  accept  from  me  the 
aiTurance  of  my  mod  perfect  con- 
lideration. 

(Signed)  Grenville. 

Weftminfter ,  October  ij,  1796. 

To  the  Minifter  of  Foreign  FI  fairs,  at 

Paris. 


No.  8. 

;  Lord  Malmelbury,  named  by  his 
Britannic  majefty  as  his  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  to  the  French  republic,  has 
the  honour  to  announce,  by  his  fe- 
cretary,  to  the  minifter  for  foreign 
affairs,  his  arrival  at  Paris ;  and  to 
requeft  of  him,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  be  fo  good  as  to  appoint  the 
hour  at  which  he  may  wait  upon 
him,  for  the  purpofe  of  commu¬ 
nicating 'to  him  the  objedt  of  his 
million. 

Paris ,  October  22,  1796. 

To  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  A  fairs. 

No.  9. 

The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs 
learns  with  fatisfadlion  the  arrival 
of  lord  Malmelbury,  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  of  his  Britannic  majefty. 
He  will  have  the  honour  to  receive 
him  to-morrow  at  eleven  o’clock 
ln  the  morning,  or  at  any  later 
hour  that  may  fuit  him,  till  two 

1796. 
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o’clock.  He  hopes  that  lord 
Malmelbury  will  forgive  him  for 
thus  limiting  the  time,  on  account 
of  the  nature  and  the  multiplicity 
of  his  occupations. 

if  Brumaire ,  An  5.  ( Oftober  22, 

J796-) 

To  Ford  Malmefbury ,  Minifter  Pleni¬ 
potentiary  from  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty  to  the  French  Republic ,  at  Pa¬ 
ris. 


No.  10. 

Lord  Malmelbury  has  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  thank  the  minifter  for 
foreign  affairs  for  the  obliging  an- 
fwer  which  he  has  juft  received 
from  him. 

He  accepts  with  pleafure  the  ftrft 
moment  propofed,  and  will  wait 
upon  him  to-morrow  morning,  at 
eleven  o’clock  precifely. 

Paris ,  Oft.  22. 

To  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs. 


No.  11. 

The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs 
has  the  honour  to  apprize  lord 
Malmelbury,  commiffioner  pleni¬ 
potentiary  of  his  Britannic  majefty, 
that  he  has  received  from  the  exe¬ 
cutive  directory  the  neceffary  pow¬ 
ers  for  negotiating  and  concluding 
peace  between  the  republic  and  his 
majefty. 

To-morrow,  if  lord^Malmelhurv 
pleafes,  the  refpe&ive  powers  ftiall 
be  exchanged.  The  minifter  for 
foreign  affairs  will  then  be  ready  to 
receive  the  propofitions,  which  lord 
Malmelbury  is  commiflioned  to 
make  to  the  republic  on  the  part: 
of  his  Britannic  majefty. 

The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs 
requells  lord  Malmefbury  to  ac^  • 
cept  the  affurances  of  his  high  conft- 
deration. 

(Signed)  Ch.  D  ELACROIX. 
2  Brumaire.  An  (Oft.  33  '  V;q6.J 
(I)  '  'No. 
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No.  12. 

Lord  Malmefbury  has  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  preferft  hi<s  acknowledge¬ 
ments  to  the  mini  tier  1  or  foreign 
affairs  for  the  communication  which 
he  has  juft  made  to  him,  and  he 
will,  -lave  the  honour  to  wait  upon 
him  tomorrow,  at-the  hour  which 
he  fhail  have  the  goodnefs  to  ap¬ 
point,  to  receive  tne  copy  of  the 
full  poweis  with  which  he  is  fur- 
nhhed  on  the  part  of  the  executive 
diredtory  ;  and  as  icon  as  they  fliall 
have  been  exchanged,  he  will  be 
ready  to  commence  the  negotiation 
with  which  he  is  charged. 

He  requefts  the  minifter  for 
foreign  affairs  to  accept  the  alfur- 
ances  of  his  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury. 
Fans ,  Oft.  23//,  1796. 

.  ^ ,  No  13. 

Mxtraft  from  the  Regifer  of  the  T)e - 
xrees  of  the  Executive  Jjireftory . 

2  hrumaire,  fa  3  Oft.)  $th  year 
of  the  French  Republic,  one  and  indi- 
•vifble. 

T  he  executive  directory,  after 
having  heard  the  report  of  the  mi¬ 
ni  ft  er  for  foreign  affairs 

The  citizen  Charles  Delacroix, 
minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  is  charg¬ 
ed  to  negotiate  with  lord  Mulmef- 
bmv,  commiflioner  plenipotentiary 
of  his  Britannic  majefty,  furnifhed 
with  full  powers  to  prepare  and 
nembate  peace  between  the  French 
republic  and  that  power,  and  to 
conclude  it  definitively  between 
them.  The  diredlory  gives  to  the 
Laid  mini  her  ah  powers  neceffary 
for  concluding  and  ftgning  the 
treaty  of  peace  to  take  plac  e  be¬ 
tween  the  rtpub'ic  and  his  Britan¬ 
nic  majefty.  He  fhail  conform 
himfelf  to  the  inftrudfions  which 
fhail  be  given  him.  He  {hall  ren¬ 
der  a  regular  account,  from  time 
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to  time,  of  the  progrefs  and  of 
iffue  of  the  negotiation. - 

The  prefen t  decree  fhail  not  bq 
printed  at  this  time. 

A  true  copy. 

(Signed)  L.  R.  REVEILLES^  Le- 

PEA  UX. 

By  the  executive  directory. 

The  fecretary*  general. 

(Signed)  La  Garde* 

Copy. 

The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs. 

(Signed)  Ch.  Delacroix* 
By  the  miniver. 

.  (L.  S.)  T.  Giraudet,  fee.  gen* 


No.  14. 

MEMORIAL. 

v  .  /  * 

His  Britannic  majefty  defiring* 

as  he  has  already  declared,  to  con¬ 
tribute,  as  far  as  depends  on  him, 
to  the  re-eftablifhment  of  public 
tranquillity,  and  fo  enfure,  by  the 
means  of  juft,  honourable,  and  fo- 
lid  conditions  of  peace,  the  future 
repofe  of  Europe ;  his  majefty  is  of 
opinion,  that  the  beft  means  of  at¬ 
taining,  with  all  poffible  expedi¬ 
tion,  that  falutary  end,  will  be  to 
agree,  at  the  beginning  of  the  ne¬ 
gotiation,  on  the  general  princi¬ 
ple  which  fliall  ferve  as  a  bafis  for 
the  definitive  arrangements. 

The  firft  objedt  of  negotiations 
for  peace  generally  relates  to  the 
reftridlions  and  celfions  which  the 
refpedtive  parties  have  mutually  tq 
demand,  in  confequence  of  the 
events  of  war. 

Great  Britain,  from  the  uninter? 
ru;  ted  fuccefs  of  her  naval  war, 
finds  herfelf  in  a  fituation  to  have 
no  reftitutipn  to  demand  of  France^ 
frqm  which,  on  the  contrary,  fhc 
has  taken  eftab lifts ments  and  co¬ 
lonies  of  the  higheft  importance, 
and  of  a  value  almoft  incalcula¬ 
ble.  v  • 

But. 

*  :  •  ■fr.  1  v  -4 
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But,  on  the  other  hand,  France 
Isas  made,  on  the  continent  cf 
Europe,  conquefts  to  which  his 
majefty  can  be  the  let's  indifferent, 
as  the  moft ,  important  interefts  of 
his  people,  and  the  moft  facred 
engagements  of  his  crown,  are  ef- 
fentialfy  implicated  therein. 

t  The  magnanimity  of  the  king, 
his  inviolable  good  faith,  and  his 
detire  to  reftore  repofe  to  fo  many 
nations,  induce  him  to  confider 
this  fituation  of  affairs  as  affording 
the  means  of  procuring  for  all  the 
‘  belligerent  powers  juft  and  equita¬ 
ble  terms  of  peace,  and  fuch  as 
are  calculated  to  enfure  for  the 
time  to  come  the  general  tran- 
.  quillity. 

It  is  qn  this  footing,  then,  that 
he  purpofes  to  negotiate,  by  offer¬ 
ing  to  make  compenfation  to 
France,  by  proportionable  reftitu- 
tions,  for  thofe  arrangements  to 
which  file  will  be  called  upon  to 
con  fen  t,  in  order  to  fatisfy  the  juft 
demands  of  the  king’s  allies,  and 
to  preferve  the  political  balance  of 
Europe. 

.  Having  made  this  firft  overture, 
his  majefty  will,  in  the  fequel,  ex¬ 
plain  himfelf  more  particularly  on 
the  application  of  this  principle  to 
the  different  objedls  which  may 
be  difcuffed  between  the  refpeflive 
parties. 

It  is  this  application  which  will 
conftitute  the  fubjedt  of  thofe  dif-  . 
cuftions,  into  which  his  majefty  has 
authorized  his  minifter  to  enter,  as 
loon  as  the  principle  to  be  adopt¬ 
ed  as  the  general  bafts  of  the  nego¬ 
tiation  is  known. 

But  his  majefty  cannot  omit  to 
declare,  that  if  this  generous  and 
equitable  offer  ftiould  not  be  ac¬ 
cepted,  or  if,  unfortunately,  the 
difcuftions  which  may  enfue,  fhould 
fail  to  produce  the  defired  effetft, 
neither  this  general  propofition, 
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nor  thofe  more  detailed  which  may 
refult  from  it,  can  be  regarded,  in 
any  cafe,  as  points  agreed  upon  or 
admitted  by  his  majefty. 

(Signed)  Majlmesbury, 
minifter  plenipotentiary  from  his 
Britannic  majefty. 

Paris,  Oft.  24,  1796. 

No.  15. 

Extra  ft  from  the  Re  gift  er  of  the  Deli¬ 
berations  of  the  Executive  Direc¬ 
tory. 

Paris,  5  Brumaiie ,  yh  year  of  the 
Republic ,  one  and  ind'roftble . 

The  executive  dj  re  dory  orders 
the  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  to 
make  the  following  anfwer  to  lord 
Malmefbury  *. 

The  executive  dire&ory  fees  with 
pain,  that  at  the  moment  when  it 
had  reafon  to  hope  for  the  fpeecly 
.return  of  peace  between  the  French 
republic  and  his  Britannic  majefty, 
the  propofal  of  lord  Malmefbury 
offers  nothing  but  dilatory  or  very 
diftant  means  of  bringing  the  ne¬ 
gotiation  to  a  conclufidn. 

The  directory  obferves,  that  if 
lord  Malmefbury  would  have  a- 
greed  to  treat  feparately,  as  he  was 
formally  authorized  by  the  tenour 
of  his  credentials,  the  negotiations 
might  have  been  confiderablv  a r 
bridged;  that  the  neeeffity  of  ba¬ 
lancing  with  the  interefts  of  the 
two  powers  thofe  of  the  allies  of 
Great  Britain,  multiplies  the  com¬ 
binations,  increafes  the  difficulties, 
tends  to  the  formation  of  a  con- 
grefs,  the  forms  of  which,  it  is 
known,  are  always  tardy,  and  re¬ 
quires  the  acceffion  of  powers 
which  hitherto  have  difplayed  no 
defire  of  accommodation,  and  have 
not  given  to  lord  Malmefbury  him¬ 
felf,  according  to  his  own  decla¬ 
ration,  any  power  to  flipulate  for 
them. 

Thus,  without  prejudging ‘the 
(i  2)  intentions 
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Intentions  of  lord  Malmelbury ; 
without  drawing  any  conclufion 
from  the  circumftance  of  his  de¬ 
claration  not  appearing  to  accord 
with  his  credentials ;  without  fup- 
pofing  that  he  has  received  any  fe- 
cret  inftru&ions  which  would  de- 
iftroy  the  effect  of  his  often  ft  ble 
powers ;  without  pretending,  in 
flior.t,  to  after t,  that  the  Britifh  go¬ 
vernment  have  had  a  double  ob¬ 
ject  in  view  —  to  prevent,  by  gene¬ 
ral  propofitions,  the  partial'  pro- 
ipofitions  of  other  powers,  and  to 
obtain  from  the  people  of  England 
the  means  of  continuing  the  war, 
by  throwing  upon  the  republic  the 
odium  of  delay  occafioned  by  them- 
felves;  the  executive  directory  can¬ 
not  but  perceive,  that  the  propofi- 
tion  of  lord  Malmelbury  is  nothing 
mere  than  a  renewal,  under  more 
amicable  forms,  of  the  propofitions 
made  laft  year  by  Mr.  Wickham, 
arid  that  it  prefents  but  a  diftant 
hope  of  peace. 

The  executive  directory  farther 
obferves,  with  regard  to  the  princi¬ 
ple  of  retfoceflions  advanced  by 
lord  Malmelbury,  that  fuch  a  prin¬ 
ciple,  prefented  in  a  vague  and 
lfolated  manner,  cannot  ferve  as 
the  bafts  of  negotiation  ;  that  the 
ftrft  points  of  conftderation  are,  the 
common  neceffity  of  a  juft  and  fo¬ 
il'd  peace,  the  political  equilibrium 
which  abfolute  retroceflions  might 
deftroy,  and  then  the  means  which 
the  belligerent  powers  may  poftefs 
« — the  one  to  retain  conquefts  made 
at  a  time  when  it  was  fupported  by 
a  great  number  of  allies,  now  de¬ 
tached  from  the  coalition  ;  and  the 
other,  to  recover  them  at  ri  time 
when  thofe  who  were  at  firft  its 
enemies,  have,  almoft  all,  become 
either  its  allies,  or  at  leaf!  neuter. 
v  Neverthelefs,  the  executive  di- 
fe^iory,  animated  with  an  ardent 

4  i  KJ'y.  *  •  4.4 


defire  of  putting  a  flop  to  the 
fcourge  of  war,  and  fo  prove  that 
they  will  not  rejedt  any  means  of 
reconciliation,  declares,  that  as  foon 
as  lord  Malmelbury  fhall  exhibit  to 
the  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  fuf- 
ficient  power’s,  from  the  allies  of 
Great  Britain,  for  Ifipulating  for 
their  refpective  lnterefts,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  a  promife  on  their  part  to 
fubferibe  to  whatever  fhall  be  con- 

1  •  * 

eluded  in  their  names,  the  execu¬ 
tive  directory  wiil  haften  to  give 
an  anfwer  tb  the  fpecific  propofi¬ 
tions  which  fhall  be  fubmitted  to 
them,  and  that  the  difficulties  fhall 
be  removed,  as  far  as  may  be  con¬ 
fident  with  the  fafety  and  dignity 
of  the  French  republic. 

A  true  copy. 

(Signed)  L.  M.  Reveillere  Le* 
peaux,  prefident. 

By  the  executive  directory. 

(Signed)  Lagarde,  fecretary 
general. 

A  true  copy. 

The  minifter  for  foreign  affairs, 
Ch.  Delacroix, 

By  the  minifter. 

The  fecretary  general, 

J.  Giraudet, 

No.  16. 

NOTE. 

Theunderfigned  has  not  failed  to 
trarifmit  to  his  court  the  anfwer  of 
the  executive  directory  to  the  pro- 
pofals  which  he  was  charged  to 
make,  as  an  opening  to  a  pacific 
negotiation. 

With  regard  to  the  offenfive  and 
injurious  infinuations  which  are 
contained  in  that  paper,  and  which 
are  only  calculated  to  throw  new 
obftacles  in  the  way  of  the  accom¬ 
modation  which  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  profelfes  to  defire,  the  king 
has  deemed  it  far  beneath  his  dig- 
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tiity  to  permit  an  anfvver  to  be 
made  to  them  on  his  part  in  any 
manner  whatfoever. 

The  progrefs  and  the  refult  of 
the  negotiation  will  fufficicntly 
prove  the  principles  by  which  it 
will  have  been  directed  on  each 
fide;  and  it  is  neither  by  revolting 
reproaches  wholly  deftitute  of  foun¬ 
dation,  nor  by  reciprocal  inventive, 
that  a  fincere  wifh  to  accomplifh 
the  great  work  of  pacification  can 
be  evinced. 

The  underfigned  paftes,  there¬ 
fore,  to  the  fir  ft  objeft  of  difcuftion 
brought  forward  in  the  anfwer  of 
the  executive  directory  ;  —*that  of 
a  feparate  negotiation,  to  which  it 
has  been  fuppofed,  without  the 
fmalleft  foundation,  that  the  under¬ 
figned  was  authorized  to  accede. 

His  full  powers,  made  out  in  the 
ufual  form,  give  him  all  neceftary 
authority  to  negotiate  and  to  con¬ 
clude  the  peace ;  but  thefe  powers 
prefcribe  to  him  neither  the  form, 
the  nature,  nor  the  conditions  of 
the  future  treaty*  • 

Upon  thefe  points,  he  is  bound 
to  conform  himfelf,  according  to 
the  long  eftablifhed  and  received 
cuftom  of  Europe,  to  the  inftruc- 
tions  which  he  fhall  receive  from 
his  court  ;  and  accordingly  he  did 
not  fail  to  acquaint  the  minifter 
for  foreign  affairs,  at  their  firft  con¬ 
ference,  that  the  king  his  maftef 
had  exprefsly  enjoined  him  to  liften 
to  no  propofal  tending  to  feparate 
the  interefts  of  his  majefty  from 
thofe  of  his  allies. 

There  can  be  no  queftion  then 
hut  of  a  negotiation  which  fhall 
combine  the  interefts  and  preten- 
fions  of  all  the  powers  who  make 
3  common  caufe  with  the  king  iti 
the  prefent  war. 

In  the  courfe  of  fuch  a  negotia¬ 
tion,  the  intervention,  or,  at  leaft, 
the  participation  of  thefe  powers, 
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will  doubtlefs  become  absolutely 
neceftary  ;  and  his  majefty  hopes  to 
find  at  all  times  the  fame  difpoit* 
tions  to  treat,  upon  a  juft  and  e* 
quitable  bafis,  of  which  his  ma* 
jelly,  the  emperor  and  king,  gave 
to  the  French  government  fo  ftrik- 
ing  a  proof  at  the  very  moment  of 
the  opening  of  the  prefent  cam* 
paign. 

But  it  appears,  that  the  waiting 
fora  formal  and  definitive  authority 
On  the  part  of  the  allies  of  the  king^ 
before  Great  Britain  and  France 
begin  to  difcufs,  even  provifional- 
ly,  the  principles  of  the  negotia¬ 
tion,  would  be  to  create  a  very 
ufelefs  delays 

A  conduct  wholly  different  has 
been  obferved  by  thofe  two  powers 
on  almoft  all  fimilar  occafions;  and 
his  majefty  thinks,  that  the  beft: 
proof  which  they  can  give,  at  the 
prefent  moment,  to  all  Europe,  of 
their  mutual  defire  to  put  a  flop* 
as  foon  as  poffibie,  to  the  calami¬ 
ties  of  war,  would  be  to  fettle, 
without  delay,  the  bafis  of  a  com¬ 
bined  negotiation,  inviting,  at  the 
fame  time,  their  allies  to  concur  iii 
it,  in  the  manner  the  moft  propet? 
for  accelerating  the  general  pacific 
cation. 

It  is  with  this  view  that  the  utl* 
derfigned  was  charged  to  propofe 
at  firft,  and  at  the  verv  commence- 
ment  of  the  negotiation,  a  princi¬ 
ple,  which  the  generoftty  and  good 
faith  of  his  majefty  could  alone 
dictate  to  him  —  that  of  making 
compenfation  fo  France,  by  pro*  - 
portionabie  reftitutions,  for  the  ar* 
rangements  to  which  fhe  will  be 
called  upon  to  eonfent,  in  order  to 
fatisfy  the  juft  pretenfions  of  the 
king’s  allies,  and  to  preserve  the 
political  balance  of  Europe. 

The  executive  directory  has  not 
explained  itfelf  in  a  precile  man¬ 
ner,  either  as  to  the  acceptance  of 
(I  3)  *  this 
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this  principle,  or  as  to  the  changes 
or  modifications  which  it  may  de¬ 
fire  to  be  made  in  it ;  nor  has  it, 
in  fhort,  propofed  any  other  prin¬ 
ciple  whatever  to  anfwer  the  fame 
end. 

The  underfigned,  then,  has  or¬ 
ders  to  recur  to  this  point,  and  to 
demand,  on  that  head,  a  frank  and 
precife  explanation,  in  order  to  a- 
bridge  the  delays  which  mu  ft  ne- 
ceflarily  refute  from  the  difficulty 
of  form  which  has  been  ftarted  by 
the  executive  directory. 

He  is  authorized  to  add  to  this 
demand  the  exprefs  declaration, 
that  his  majefty,  in  communicating 
to  his  auguft  allies  every  fuccefiive 
ftep  which  he  may  take,  relative 
to  the  object  of  the  prefen t  nego¬ 
tiation,  and  in  fulfilling,  towards 
thefe  fovereigns,  in  the  moft  ef¬ 
ficacious  manner,  all  the  duties  of 
u.  good  and  faithful  ally,  will  omit 
nothing  on  his  part,  as  well  to  dif- 
pofe  them  to  concur  in  this  nego¬ 
tiation,  by  the  means  the  moft  pro¬ 
per  to  facilitate  its  progrefs,  and 
infuredts  fuccefs,  as  to  induce  them 
always  to  perfift  in  fentimenls  con¬ 
formable  to  the  withes  which  he 
entertains  for  the  return  of  a  ge¬ 
neral  peace,  upon  juft,  honourable, 
and  permanent  conditions. 

(Signed)  .  Malmesbury. 

Pat  "is ,  November  12,1  796. 

No.  17. 

The  underfigned  is  charged,  by 
the  executive  directory,  to  invite 
you  to  point  out,  without  the 
fmalleft  delay,  and  exprefslv,  the 
objedfs  of  reciprocal  compenfation 
which  you  propofe. 

He  is,  moreover,  charged  to  de¬ 
mand  of  you,  what  are'* the  difpo- 
fitions  to  treat,  on  a  juft  and  equi¬ 
table  balls,  of  which  his  majefty, 
the  emperor  and  king,  gave  to  the 
French,  government  fo  (inking  a 


proof  at  the  very  commencement 
of  the  campaign.  The  executive 
diredtory  is  unacquainted  with  it.— • 
It  was  the  emperor  had  king  who 
broke  the  armiftice. 

(Signed)  Ch.  Delacroix. 

Paris ,  22  Brumaire  (Nov.  J2)f 
^th  year  of  the  French  Republic . 

No.  iB. 

The  underfigned  does  not  hefi- 
tate  a  moment  to  anfwer  the  two 
queftions  which  you  have  been  in- 
ftru&ed  by  the  executive  directory 
to  put  to  him. 

The  memorial  prefented  this 
morning  by  the  underfigned  pro- 
pofes,  in  exprefs  terms,  on  the  part 
of  his  majefty  the  king  of  Great 
Britain*  to  compenfate  France,  by 
proportionable  reftitutions,  for  the 
arrangements  to  which  fhe  will  be 
called  upon  to  confent,  in  order  to 
fatisfy  the  juft  pretenfions  of  the 
king’s  allies,  and  to  preferve  the 
political  balance  of  Europe, 

Before  the  forma!  acceptation  of 
this  principle,  or  the  propofal,  our 
the  part  of  the  executive  directory* 
of  fome  other  principle  which 
might  equally  ferve  as  the  balis  of 
a  negotiation  for  a  general  peace, 
the  underfigned  cannot  be  autho¬ 
rized  to  clefignafe  the  objects  of  re¬ 
ciprocal  compenfation. 

As  to  the  proof  of  the  pacific 
difpofition  given  to  the  French 
government  by  his  majefty,  the 
emperor  and  king,  at  the  opening 
of  the  campaign,  the  underfigned 
contents  himfelf  with  a  reference' 
t-o  the  following  words  contained 
in  the  note  of  baron  d’Egleman,  Ctt 
the  4th  of  June  laft. 

u  The  operations  of  the  war-will' 
in  no  wife  prevent  his  imperial* 
majefty  from  being  ever  ready  to 
concur,  agreeably  to  any  form  of 
negotiation  which  fhali  be  adopted, 
in  concert  with  the  .  belligerent 

powers* 


pbwers,  in  the  difcuflion  of  pro¬ 
per  means  for  putting  a  flop  to 
the  farther  effufion  of  human 
blood.”  '  .  .  ‘ 

•  This  note  was  pre  fen  fed  after 
the  armiftice  was  broken. 

M  AlmesburY, 

Paris,  November  12,  1796; 

i  .  j  1 }  ‘i  : ,  f  ‘ ’  ! 

‘  ,  ,  ■  ■  No.  19. ,  ij.. . 

,  the  mini  her  plenipotentiary  of 
his  Britannic  rqaj efty  requefts .  the 
minifter  for  foreign  affairs  to  in¬ 
form  him,  whether  he  is  to  conft- 
der  the  official  note,  whdek  he  rer 
Ceived  from  him  yefterday  even¬ 
ing,  as  the  anfwer  to  that  which 
lord  Maimefbury  delivered  yefter- 
day  morning  to  the  miniftep  for 
foreign  affairs  by  order  of  his, court,, 
lie  applies  for  this  information, 
that  the  departure,  of  his  courier 
may  not*  Be  unneceffarily  delayed. 

Malmesbury. 

Paris ,  November  13,  1796. 

No.  20. 

The  under figned,  minifler  for 
/foreign  .  affairs,  ,  declares  to  lord 
Maimefbury,  minifler  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  from  his  Britannic  majefly, 
(hat  he  is  to  confider  the  official 
note  fent  to  him  yeflerday  as  the 
anfwer  to  that  which  lord  Maimef¬ 
bury  had  add  relied-  to  him  oii  the 
morqing  of  the  fame  day. 

Charles  Delacroix. 

23  Brumaire ,  ^th  year.  (Novem- 
her  13,  1796.; 

No.  21. 

Lord  Malmelbury  has  juft  re¬ 
ceived  the  anfwer  of  the  minifler 
for  foreign  affairs,  in  which  he  de¬ 
clares  that  the  official  note  which 
he  fent  to  him  yeflerday  is  to  be 
Considered  as  the  anfwer  to  that 
jvhich  lord  Malmelbury  adureffed 
to  him  On  the  morning  of  the  fame 
day, 


Lord  Malmelbury  will  tranfmit 
it,  this  day,  to  his  court. 

Malmesbury„ 
Paris ,  Novi,  13,  17960 


.  -N0.22. 

The  underfig-ned,  in  reply  to 
Vour  fecond  note  of  yeflerday, 
ordered,;  by  tire  executive  direc¬ 
tory,  to  declaYe  to;  you,  that  he  has 
nothing  to  add  to-the  anf.ver  which 
has-been  addfeffed  to  you.  He  is 
alfo  inflrudled  to  afk  you,  whe¬ 
ther,  on-  each,  official  communica¬ 
tion  which  fliail  take  place  be¬ 
tween  you  and  him,  if  will  be  necef- 
fary  for  you  to  fend  a  courier  to 
receive  fpecial  inilrudlions  ? 

,  Charles  Del'acrqix, 

Paris ,  24  Brumaire ,  (Nov.  i&) 
.  .  .  £>thyear. 

i  I  •  I  III  ll 

No.  23. 

The  underfigned  will  not  fail  td 
tranfmit  to  his  court  the  note  which 
he  ha'S  juft  received  from  the  mi- 
nifter  of  foreign  affairs  He  de¬ 
clares  likewife^  that  he  fhall  di- 
jpatch  couriers  to  his  court  as  often 
as  the  official  communications  made 
to  him  may  require  fpecial  in- 
ftrudtions. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury,0 

Paris ,  Npv.  14,1796. 


No.  24. 

NOTE. 

.  ~  .  „  *  .f 

The  court  of 'Ldnddrs,  having 
been  informed  of  what  has  paffed 
in  confequence  of  the  laft  memo¬ 
rial,  delivered,  by  its  order,  to  the 
minifler  for  foreign  affairs,  doe£ 
not  think  it  neceffary  to  add  any 
thing  to  the  anfwer  made  by  the1 
under  signed  to  the  two  queftions 
-which  the  direStOfy  thought  proper 
to  addrefs  tb  him. 

That  court  waits,  therefore,  and 
with  the  greateft  anxiety,  for  arf 
(I  4)  explanation 
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explanation  of  the  fentiments  of 
tiie  dire<5lory,  with  regard  to  the 
principle  it  has  propofed  as  the 
balls  of  the  negotiation,  and  the  # 
adoption  of  which  appeared  to  be 
the  bed:  means  of  accelerating  the 
progrefs  of  a  difcuflion  fo  im¬ 
portant  to  the  happinefs  of  fo  many 
nations. 

The  underfigned  has,  in  confe- 
quence,  received  orders  to  renew 
(he  demand  of  a  frank  and  precife 
anfwer  on  this  point,  in  order  that 
his  court  may  know,  with  certain¬ 
ty,  whether  the  directory  accepts 
that  propofal,  or  delires  to  make 
any  change  or  modifications  what¬ 
ever  in  it ;  or  lafilv,  whether  it 
would  urifh  to  propofe  any  other 
principle  that  may  promote  the 
fame  end. 

Malmesbury. 

Paris ,  November  26,  1 796. 


c!  '■ 

No. 

Til  anfwer  to  the  note  delivered 
Vederday  (6  Frimaire,  Nov.  26)  by 
lord  Malmelbnry,  the  underfigned 
tniniderfor  foreign  affairs  is  inftrudt- 
ed  by  the  directory  to  obferve,  that 
the  anfwers  made  on  the  5th  and 
22d  of  lad:  Brumaire  contained  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  principle 
of  compenf&tion,  and  that;-  in  or¬ 
der  to  remove  every  pretext  for 
farther  difcuflion  on  that  point,  the 
underfigned,  in  the  name  of  the 
executive  directory,  now  makes  a 
formal  and  pofitive  declaration  of 
fuch  acknowledgment. 

In  confequence,  lord  Malmef- 
bury  is  again  invited  to  give  a 
fpeedy  and  categorical  anfwer  to 
the  propofal  made  to  him  on  the 
2 2d  of  lad  Brumaire,  and  which 
Was  conceived  in  thefe  terms  :  u  the 
tmderfigned  is  ihdrudted  by  the 
executive  directory  to  invite  you 
to  defignate,  without  the  lead  de- 
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lay,  and  exprefsly,  the  objects  of 
reciprocal  competifation  which  you 
have  to  propofe.” 

Ch.  Delacroix. 
Paris ,  7  Frimaire ,  (Nov,  27) 
$thyear. 


No.  26. 

The  underfigned,  minider  pleni¬ 
potentiary  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jedy,  in  anfwer  to  the  note  dated 
this  morning,  which  was  fent  to 
him  by  the  minider  for  foreign  af¬ 
fairs,  hadens  to  allure  him,  that  he 
will  not  delay  a  moment  in  com¬ 
municating  it  to  his  court,  from 
which  he  mud  neceflarily  wait  for 
further  orders,  before  he  can  ex¬ 
plain  himfelf  upon  the  important 
points  which  it  contains. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury. 

Paris ,  27M  November ,  1796. 


No.  27. 
vV  NOTE. 

The  underfigned  is.  charged  to 
tranfmit  to  the  minider  for  foreign  ■ 
adairs  the  enclofed  memorial,  con¬ 
taining  the  propofals  of  his  court, 
with  refpedt  to  the  application  of 
the  general  principle  already  eda- 
blifhed  a’s  the  balls  of  the  negotia¬ 
tion  for  peace.  , 

He  .will,  with  the  utmod  readi- 
nefs,  enter  with  that  minider  into 
every  explanation  which  the  date 
and  progrefs  of  the  negotiation  will 
allow,  and  he  will  not  fail  to  enter 
into  the  difcuflion  of  thefe  propo- 
fitions,.or  of  any  counter-projedl 
which  may  be  tranfmitted  to  him 
011  the  part  of  the  executive  direc¬ 
tory,-  with  that  franknefs  and  that 
fpirit  of  conciliation  which  cor- 
refpond  with  the  juft  and  pacific 
intentions  of  his  court. 

(Signed)  MalmesbUrV.* 
Parish  December  1 7,  17O6. 

3  No. 
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No.  28. 

Confidential  Memorial ,  on  the  ‘principal 

Objects  of  Reftitution ,  Compenfa- 

tion ,  and  reciprocal  Arrangement . 

The  principle,  already  eftabfilh- 
as  the  balls  of  negotiation,  by 
the  confent  of  the  two  govern¬ 
ments,  is  founded  on  reftitutions 
to  be  made  by  his  Britannic  ma¬ 
jefty  to  France,  in  compenfation 
for  the  arrangements  to  which  that 
power  may  confent,  in  order  to  fa- 
tisfy  the  juft  pretenlions  of  the  al¬ 
lies  of  the  king,  and  to  prefer ve 
the  political  balance  of  Europe. 

In  order  to  accomplilh  thefe  ob- 
je<fts  in  the  manner  the  moft  com¬ 
plete,  and  to  offer  a  frefh  proof  of 
the  lincerity  of  his  wilhes  for  the 
re-eftablilhment  of  general  tran¬ 
quillity,  his  majefty  would  propofe, 
that  there  Ihould  be  given  to  this 
principle,  on  each  fide,  all  the  lati¬ 
tude  of  which  it  may  be  fufceptible. 

I.  His  majefty  demands  there¬ 
fore, 

1.  The  reftitution  to  his  majefty, 
the  emperor  and  king,  of  all  his 
dominions,  on  the  footing  of  the 
flatus  ante  bellum. 

2.  The  re-eftablilhment  of  peace 
between  the  Germanic  empire  and 
France,  by  a  fuitable  arrangement 
conformable  to  the  refpetftive  in- 
terefts,  and  the  general  fafety  of 
Europe.  This  arrangement  to  be 
negotiated  with  his  imperial  ma¬ 
jefty,  as  conftitutional  head  of  the 
empire,  either  by  the  intervention 
of  the  king,  or  immediately,  as 
his  imperial  majefty  lhall  prefer, 

3.  The  evacuation  of  Italy  by 
the  French  troops,  with  an  engage¬ 
ment  not  to  interfere  in  the  inter¬ 
nal  affairs  of  that  country  ;  which 
fhould  be  re-eftablilhed,  as  far  as 
poffible,  upon  the  footing  of  the 
ftatus  ante  bellum . 

In  the  courfe  of  the  negotiation, 
a  more  detailed  difcuflion  may  be 
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entered  into  of  the  further  meafures 
which  may  be  proper  to  adopt  re- 
fpe&ing  the  obje&s  of  thefe  three 
articles,  m  order  to  the  providing 
more  effe&ually  for  the  future  fe- 
curity  of  the  refpe&ive  limits  or 
poffeflions,  and  for  the  maintenance 
of  general  tranquillity. 

If.  With  regard  to  the  other  al* 
lies  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  his 
majefty  demands,  that  there  be  re- 
ferved  to  her  majefty' the  emprefs 
of  all  the  Ruflias  a  full  and  un¬ 
limited  power  of  taking  part  in  this 
negotiation  whenever  Ihe  may 
think  lit,  or  of  acceding  to  the  de¬ 
finitive  treaty,  and  thereby  return¬ 
ing  to  a  ftate  of  peace  with  France. 

III.  His  majefty  alfo  demands, 
that  her  moft  faithful  majefty  may 
be  comprehended  in  this  negotia¬ 
tion,  and  may  return  to  a  ftate  of 
peace  with  France,  without  any 
celfion  or  burthenfome  condition 
on  either  fide. 

IV.  On  thefe  conditions  his  ma¬ 
jefty  offers  to  France  the  entire  and 
unreferved  reftitution  of  all  the 
conquefts  which  he  has  made  on 
that  power  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft: 
Indies,  propofing  at  the  fame  time 
that  a  mutual  underftanding  Ihould 
be  eftablilhed  as  to  the  means  of  fe- 
curing,  for  the  future,  the  tran¬ 
quillity  of  the  two  nations,  and  of 
confolidating,  as  much  as  poffible, 
the  advantages  of  their  refpecflve 
poffeflions.  His  majefty  offers,  in 
like  manner,  the  reftitution  of  the 
illands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon, 
and  of  the  fllliery  of  Newfound¬ 
land,  on  the  footing  of  the  flatus 
ante  bellum. 

But  if,  in  addition  to  this,  his 
majefty  were  to  wave  the  right  giv¬ 
en  to  him  by  the  exprefs  ftipula- 
tions  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  of 
oppoling  the  cefiion  of  the  Spanifli 
part  of  St.  Domingo  to  France,  his 
majefty  would  then  demand,  in  re¬ 
turn 
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turn  for  this  conceffion,  a  com* 
penfation,  which  might  fecure,  at 
Isa  ft  in  fome  degree,  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  balance  of  the  re- 
fpedtive  poffeftions  in  that  part  df 
the  world. 

V.  In  all  the  cafes  of  cefiions  or 
reftitntions  which  may  come  in 
queftion  in  the  courfe  of  this  nego¬ 
tiation,  there  fhould  be  granted  on 
each  fide  to  all  individuals  the  moft 
■unlimited  right  to  withdraw  with 
their  families  and  their  property, 
and  to  fell  their'  land  and  other 
immoveable  poffeftions ;  and  ade¬ 
quate  arrangements  fhould  be  alfo 
made,  in  the  courfe  of  this  negoti¬ 
ation,  for  the  removal  of  all  fe- 
queftrations,  and  for  the  fatisfa£- 
tion  of  the  juft  claims,  which  in¬ 
dividuals  on  either  fide  may  have 
to  make  upon  the  refpe&ive  go¬ 
vernments. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury. 


No.  29. 

Confident  nil  Memorial  on  the  Peace 
•  with  Spain  and  Holland. 

The  allies  of  France  not  having 
hitherto  exprefted  any  defire  or  dif- 
pofition  to  treat  with  the  king,  his 
majefty.  might  have  forborne  to 
enter  into  any  detail  on  their  ac- 
count  ;  but  in  order  to  avoid  any 
delays  prejudicial  to  the  great  ob¬ 
ject  which  the  king  has  in  view, 
and  to  accelerate  the  work  of  a 
general  peace,  his  majefty  will  not 
ref ufe  to  explain  himielf  in  the 
fir  ft  inftance  on  the  points  which 
concern  thofe  powers.  If  then  the 
catholic  king  fhould  defire  to  be 
comprehended  in  this  negotiation, 
or  to  be  allowed  to  accede  to  the 
definitive  treaty,  this  would  meet 
with  no  obftacle  on  the  part  of  his 
majefty.  Nothing  having  hitherto 
been  conquered  by  either  of  the 
two  foversigns  from  the  other,  .no 
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other  point  could,  at  the  prefent 
moment,  come  into  queftion  blit 
that  of  the  re-eftablifiimenf  ol 
peace,  fiffiply,  and  without  any  re- 
ftitution  or  compenfation  what¬ 
ever,  except  fuch  as  might  poffi- 
blt  refult  from  the  application  of 
the  principle  declared  at  the  end  of 
the  fourth  article  of  the  memorial 
already  .  delivered  td  the  minifter 
for  foreign  affairs. 

But  if,  during  the  negotiation* 
any  alteration  fhould  take  place 
in  the  ftat'e  of  things  in  this  re- 
fpe<ft,  if  will  then  be  proper  to 
agree  upon  the  feftitutions  and 
compenfations  to  be  made  on  each 
fide.  •  '  .  ^ 

With  regard  to  the  republic  of 
the  United  Provinces,  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  and  his  allies,  find  them- 
felves  too  nearly  interefted  in  the 
political  fituation  of  thofe  pro¬ 
vinces,  to  be  able  to  confent,  irl 
her  favour,  to  the  re-eftablifhmeni 
of  the  flatus  ante  helium ,  as  with 
refptdl  to  territorial  pofteftions,  un- 
lefts  France  could,  on  her  part,  re- 
inflate  them,  in- all  refpe&s,  in  the 
fame  political  fituation  in  which 
thev  flood  before  the  war. 

ft  at  leaf!,  it  were  poffible  to 
re~eftablifh  in  thofe  provinces, 
agreeably  to  what  is  believed  to  be 
the  with  of  a  great  majority  of  the 
inhabitants,  their  ancient  conftitu* 
tion  and  form  of  government,  hft 
majefty  might  then  be  difpofed  tc 
relax,  in  their  favour,  from  a  verj 
confiderable  part  of  the  conditions 
on  which  the  prefent  ftate  of  things 
obliges  him  to  infift. 

But  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  Is 
with  tire  republic  of  Holland,  in  its 
prefent  ftate,  that  their  Britannk 
and  Imperial  majefties  will  have 
to  treat,  they  will  feel  themfelve: 
obliged  to  ftek,  iA  territorial  ac« 
quifitions,  thofe  compenfations  aint 
that  Jecurity  which  fuch  a  ftate  o' 
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Sings  will  have  rendered  indif¬ 
en  fable  to  them. 

Reftiturions  of  any  kind,  in  fa- 
our  of  Holland,  could  in  that 
afe  be  admitted  in  To  far  only  as 
iey  fhall  be  compenfated  by  ar- 
mgements  calculated  to  contri- 
ute  to  the  fecurity  of  the  Auftrian 
Netherlands.  The  means  of  ac- 
ompliihing  this  objedl  will  be 
uind  in  the  ceflions  which  France 
as  exacted  in  her  treaty  of  peace 
nth- Holland,  and  the  poffeffion  of 
’hich,  by  that  power,  would,  in 
ny  cafe,  be  absolutely  incompa- 
ble  with  the  Security  of  the  Au- 
nian  Netherlands,  in  the  hands  of 
is  imperial  majefty. 

It  is  on  thefe  principles  that  his 
Titan nic  majefty  would  be  ready 
:>  tr^at  for  the  re-eftabliftiment  of 
eace  with  the  republic  of  Holland 
i  its  prefent  Rate.' — The  details 
£  fuch  a  difcuflion  muff  necefla- 
rly  lead  to  the  confideration  of 
/hat  would  be  due.  to  the  in - 
?re£h  and  the  rights  of  the  houfe 
f  Orange. 


No.  30. 

Paris ,  Dec .  20,  1796. 

My  Lord,, 

Mr.  Ellis  returned  here  from 
London  on  Thurfday  laft  the  15th 
nftant,  at  five  P.  M/and  delivered 
Qme  the  difpatches,  No.  11  and  12, 
pith  which  he  was  charged  by  your 
ordfhip.  ' 

Although  nothing  can  be  clearer,, 
pore  ably  drawn  up,  or  more  fa- 
isfa&ory  than  the  inftruftions  they, 
contain,  yet  as  it  was  of  the  lad 
importance  that  I  fhouid  be  com- 
)letely  mafter  of  the  fubjedf  before- 
■  faw  the  French  m miller,  I  de- 
^rd-arking  for  a  conference  -  till 
ate  on  FrM^y  evening,  with  a  view 
hat  jt  fhouid  not  Take  place  till  Sa- 
urdky  morning.  ^ 
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He  appointed  the  hour  of  eleven 
A.  M.  on  that  day,  and  it  was 
near  one  before  we  parted.  Al¬ 
though  what  is  faid  by  M.  Dela¬ 
croix, -before  he  communicated  with 
the  directory,  cannot  be  confider- 
ed  as  officially  binding,  -and  pro¬ 
bably  may,  in  the  event,  be  very 
different  from  what  I  ibail  hear* 
when  he  fpeaks  to  me  in  their 
name;  yet,  as  it  is  impoffible  they 
fhouid  not  nearly  conjecture  the 
nature  of  the  overtures  I  fhouid 
make,  and  of  courfe  be  prepared 
in  fome  degree  for  them,  it  is  ma¬ 
terial  that  your  lordfhip  fhouid  be 
accurately  acquainted  with  the  fir  ft 
5 m predion  s  they  appear  to  make 
on  M.  Delacroix. 

I  prefaced  what  I  had  to  coir. 
rnunicate  with  faying,  that  I  now 
came  authorized  to  enter  with  him 
into  deliberation  upon  one  of  th«f 
moil  important  fubjedb  that  per¬ 
haps  ever  was  brought  into  dihciiT* 
lion  : — that,  as  its  magnitude  forbad 
all  fihejje ,  excluded  all  prevarica¬ 
tion,  fufpendedall  prejudices;  and, 
that,  as  I  had  it  in  command  to  fp.eak 
and  aft  with  freedom  and  truth, 
I  expedted  that  he,  on  hi.s  part; 
would  confider  thefe  as  the  onlv 
means  which  could.-  or  ought  ta 
be  employed,  if  He  wifhed  to  fee  a 
negotiation,  in  which  the  happi- 
nels  or  millions  was  involved,  ter¬ 
minate  Tuccefsfully.  That,  for 
greater  precificn,  and  with  a.  view 
to  be  clearly  imderftood  in  what  % 
was  about  to  pro  pole,  1  would 
give  him  a  confidential  memorial* 
accompanied  by  an  official,  note,, 
both  which,  when  he-  had  perilled 
them,  would  fpeak  for  then-helves.- 
The  memorial  contained  the  con¬ 
ditions,  on  the  accompli  foment  off 
which  his  majefty  confidered  the 
reft  oral  ion  of  peace,  to  depend.  — 
The  note  was  expireiiive  of  his 
majefty’s  readinefs  to  enter  into  any 
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explanation  required  by  the  direc- 
tory  on  the  fubjeCt ;  or  to  receive 
any  contre-projet ,  refling  on  the 
fame  balis,  which  the  directory 
might  be  difpofed  to  give  in.  That, 
moreover,  I  did  not  hefitate  de¬ 
claring  to  him,  in  conformity  to 
the  principles  which  I  had  laid 
down,  and  from  which  I  certainly 
never  fhould  depart  at  any  period 
of  the  negotiation,  that  I  was  pre¬ 
pared  to  anfwer  any  queflions,  ex¬ 
plain  and  elucidate  any  points  on 
•which  it  was  poflible  to  forefee 
that  doubts  or  mifconceptions 
could  arife  on  the  consideration 
of  thefe  papers.  And  having  faid 
thus  much,  I  had  only  to  remark, 
that  I  believed,  in  no  fimitar  ne¬ 
gotiation  which  had  ever  taken 
place,  any  minifler  was  authorized, 
in  the  firfl  inftance,  to  go  fo  fully 
into  the  difcuffion  as  I  now  was.  — 
That  I  was  fure,  neither  the  truth 
of  this  remark,  nor  the  manifefl 
conclufion  to  be  drawn  from  it, 
would  efcape  M.  Delacroix’s  ob¬ 
servation. 

I  then  put  the  two  papers  into 
his  hands.,  He  began  by  reading 
the  note,  on  which,  of  courfe,  he 
could  only  exprefs  fatisfa&ion. — 
After  perufing  the  confidential 
memorial  with  all  the  attention  it 
deferved,  he,  after  a  Short  paufe, 
faid,  that  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
liable  to  infurmountable  objections ; 
that  it  feemed  to  him  to  require 
much  more  than  it  conceded,  and, 
in  the  event,  not  to  leave  France 
in  a  Situation  of  proportional  great- 
nefs  to  the  other  powers  of  Europe. 
He  faid,  the  aCt  of  their  constitu¬ 
tion,  according  to  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  interpreted  by  the  bsft 
fublicifts ,  (and  this  phrafe  is  worthy 
remark)  made  it  impoflible  for  the 
republic  to  do  what  we  required. 
The  Auftrian  Netherlands  were 
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annexed  to  it ;  they  could  not  hi 
difpofjrd  of  without  flinging  th< 
nation  into  all  the  confufion  whicl 
muft  follow  a  convocation  of  th< 
primary  afiemblies :  and  he  faid 
lie  was  rather  furprifed  that  Grea 
Britain  fhould  bring  this  forwarc 
as  the  governing  condition  of  thi 
treaty,  fince  he  thought  he  had,  ii 
Some  of  our  late  conversations 
fully  explained  the  nature  of  theii 
conflitution  to  me.  I  replied,  tha 
every  thing  I  had  heard  from  hin 
on  this  point  was  perfectly  in  mj 
recollection, 1  as  it  probably  was  ii 
his  ;  that  though  I  had  liftened  t< 
him  with  that  attention  I  alway 
afforded  to  every  thing  he  faid,  ye 
I  had  never  made  him  any  fort  o 
reply,  and  had  neither  admitted 
nor  controverted  this  opinion :  tha 
although  I  believed  I  could  eafil] 
difprove  this  opinion  from  the  fpi 
rit  of  the  French  conflitution  itfelf 
yet  the  difeuflion  of  that  conftitu- 
tion  was  perfectly  foreign  to  th< 
objeCt  of  my  million ;  fince,  ever 
allowing  his  two  pofitions,  viz.  tha 
the  retroceflion  of  the  Auftriar 
Netherlands  was  incompatible  wifi 
their  laws,  and  that  we  ought  tc 
have  known  that  beforehand,  ye 
that  there  exifted  a  droit  public  if 
Europe  paramount  to  any  droi 
public  they  might  think  proper  tc 
eftablifh-  within  their  own  domi¬ 
nions  ;  and  that  if  their  coriftityi 
tion  was  publicly  known,  the  trea¬ 
ties  exifting  between  his  majeft) 
and  the  emperor  were  at  leaft  equall) 
public ;  and  in  thefe  it  was  clearlj 
and  diftinCtly  announced,  that  thf 
contracting  parties  reciprocally  pro- 
mife  not  to  lay  down  their  arm: 
without  the  reflitutidn  of  all  the  do¬ 
minions,  territories,  Sec*  which  maj 
have  belonged  to  either  of  them  be¬ 
fore  the  war.  That  the  date  o: 

this  Emulation  was  previous  tc 

*  then 
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leir  annexing  th£  Auftrian  Ne- 
lerlands  to  France;  and  the  no- 
jriety  of  this  ought,  at  the  very 
loment  when  they  had  pafled  that 
lw,  to  have  convinced  them,  that, 
r  adhered  to,  it  muff  prove  an  in- 
lrmountable  obffacle  to  peace.  I 
ppiied  his  maxim  to  the  Weft- 
ndia  iflands,  and  to  the  fettlements 
1  the  Eaft  Indies ;  and  alked  him, 
whether  it  was  expelled  that  we 
rere  to  wave  our  right  of  poffeflion, 
nd  be  required  ftill  to  conlider 
iem  as  integral  parts  of  the  French 
spublic  which  muff  be  reftored, 
nd  on  which  no  value  was  to  be 
;t  in  the  balance  of  compenfation  ? 
alfo  dated  the  poffible  cafe  of 
ranee  having  lod  part  of  what  die 
eemed  her  integral  dominions,  in¬ 
lead  of  having  added  to  them, in  the 
ourfe  of  the  war;  and  whether 
hen,  under  the  apprehenfton  of 
:ill  greater  lodes,  the  govern- 
aent,  as  it  was  now  compofed, 
hould  conlider  itfelf  as  not  veiled 
nth  powers  fufficient  to  fave  their 
ountry  from  the  impending  dan- 
;er,  by  making  peace  on  the  con¬ 
ation  of  facrificing  a  portion  of 
heir  dominions  to  fave  the  re- 
nainder?  M,  Delacroix  faid,  this 
yas  dating  a  cafe  of  neceffity,  and 
uch  a  mode  of  reafoning  did  not 
ttach  to  the  prefent  circumdances. 

'  readily  admitted  the  firft  part 
>f  this  propofition,  but  contended, 
hat  if  the  power  exided  in  a  cafe 
>f  necedity,  it  equally  exided  in 
ill  others,  and  particularly  in  the 
:afe  before  us,  lince  he  himfelf 
lad  repeatedly  told  me  that  peace 
,vas  what  this  country  and  its 
government  wilhed  for,  and  even 
vanted. 

M.  Delacroix,  in  reply,  fluffed 
lis  ground,  and,  by  a  bring  of  ar¬ 
guments  founded  on  premifes  cal- 
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culated  for  this  purpofe,  attempted 
to  pr~ve,  that,  from  the  relative 
lituation  of  the  adjacent  countries, 
the  prefent  government  of  France 
would  be  reprehenfible  in  the  ex¬ 
treme,  and  deferve  impeachment, 
if  they  ever  differed  the  Nether¬ 
lands  to  be  feparated  from  their  do¬ 
minions  ;  that  by  the  partition  of 
Poland,  Ruflia,  Auffria,  and  Pruflia, 
had  increafed  their  power  to  a  mod 
formidable  degree ;  that  England, 
by  its  conqueffs,  and  by  the  a£li- 
vity  and  judgment  with  which 
it  governed  its  colonies,  had  re¬ 
doubled  its  ftrength. — Your  In¬ 
dian  empire  alone,  faid  M.  Dela¬ 
croix,  with  vehemence,  has  en¬ 
abled  you  to  fubfidize  all  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  Europe  againft  us ;  and  your 
monopoly  of  trade  has  put  you  in 
poffeflion  of  a  fund  of  inexhauftible 
wealth.  His  words  were,  64  Votre 
empire  dans  V  Inde  vous  a  fourni  les 
moyens  de  falarier  toutes  les  puiJJ'ances 
de  V Europe  contre  nous',  et  •vous  ave% 
accapare  le  commerce  de  manure  que 
toutes  les  richejfes  du  monde  fe  verfent 
dans  vos  cojfres 

From  the  neceffity  that  France 
fliould  keep  the  Netherlands  and 
the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine  for  the 
purpofe  of  preferving  its  relative 
fituation  in  Europe,  he  pafled  to 
the  advantages  which  he  contended 
would  refult  to  the  other  powers 
by  fuch  an  addition  to  the  French 
dominions.  Belgium  (to  life  his 
words),  by  belonging  to  France, 
would  remove  what  had  been  the 
l'ource  of  all  wars  for  two  centu¬ 
ries  paff;  and  the  Rhine,  being  the 
natural  boundary  of  France,  would 
enfure  the  tranquillity  of  Europe 
for  two  centuries  to  come.  I  did 
not  feel  it  neceflary  to  combat  this 
prepofterous  dobtrine ;  I  contented 
my  fell  with  reipiqdiiig  him  of  what 


PUBLIC 


(142) 


PAPER  S. 


he  bad  faid  to  me  in  one  of  oiu' 
laft  conferences,  when  he  -made 
a  companion  of  the  weaknefs  of 
France  under  its  monarchs,  and  its 
Areagth  and  vigour  under  its  re- 
pubi.can  form  of  government. — 
Nous  ne  fommes  plus  Jans  la  de¬ 
crepitude  de  la  France  inonarcbique , 
mats  dans  toute  la  force  ddune  repub - 
lique  addle fcentef  was  his  expref- 
fion;  and  I  inferred  from  this,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  own  feafoning,  that 
the  force  and  power  France  had 
acquired  by  its  change  of  govern¬ 
ment,  was  much  ‘greater  than  it 
could  derive  from  any  acquisition 
of  t  rritory ;  and  that  it  followed, 
if  France,  when  under  a  regal  form 
of  government,  was  a  -Very  juft 
and  con  da  t  objedt  of  attention, 
no  .  to  fa)  of  j  aloufy,  to  the  other  * 
powers  of  Europe,  France  (ad¬ 
mitting  his  axiom)  was  a  much 
more  reafonable  objedt  of  jealoufy 
and  attention  under  its  prefent 
con  (Hun ion  than  it  ever  had  yet 
been,  and  that  no  addition  to  its 
dominions  could  be  feen  by  its 
neighbours  but  under  impreffions 
of  alarm  for  their  own  future  fafe- 
ty,  and  for  the  general  tranquil¬ 
lity  of  Europe.  M.  Delacroix’s 
anfwer  to  this  was  fo  remarkable," 
that  I  muft  beg  leave  to  infert  it, 
in.  what  I  believe  to  be  nearly  his 
own  words  : —  a  Dans  le  terns  elvo- 
iv.tlonna.irc  tout  ce  quc  neons  dites ,  my 
Lend,  etoit  vrai  —  rien  n'egaloit  notre 
fuiJJ'ance ;  mais  ce  terns  n'exijie  phts. 
Nous  ne  pouvons  plus  lever  la  nation 
en  majje ,  pour  voler  gu  Jecours  de  la 
patne  en  danger.  Nous  ne  pouvons 
plus  engager  nos  concitoyens  a  ouvrir 
leurs  bourfes  pour  les  verfer  dans  le 
Srefcr  national ,  et  de  fe  priver  mtfne 
du  necejjaire  pour  le  bie?i  de  la  chofe 
puMiqueN  —  And  he  ended  by  fay¬ 
ing, that  the  French  republic,  when 
at  peace,  necefiariiy  mnft  become 
the  molt  quiet  and  paciijc  power 


in  Europe.  I  only  obferved,  that 
in  this  cafe  the  paftage  of  the  re¬ 
public  from  youth  to  decrepitude 
had  been  very  fudden ;  but  that 
Fill  I  never  could  admit  that  it 
could  be  a  matter  Of  indifference 
to  its  neighbours,  much  lefs  of 
neceffary  fecurity  to  itfelf,  to  ac* 
ouire  fuch  a  verv  extenfive  addi- 
tion  to  its  frontiers  as  that  he  had 
hinted  at.  , 

This  led  M.  Delacroix  to  talk  oi 
offering  an  equivalent  to  the  em¬ 
peror  for  the  Auftrian  Nether¬ 
lands  ;  and  it  was  be  found,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  plan,  in  the  fe- 
cularization  of  the  three  eccle- 
fiaftical  ele&orates,  and  fevera 
bifnopricks  in  Germany  and  ir 
Italy. 

He  talked  upon  this  fuhjedl  a; 
one  verv  familiar  to  him,  and  01 

y  7 

which  his  thoughts  had  been  fre 
quently  employed. 

He  fpoke  of  making  new  elec 
tors,  and  named,  probably  with  1 
view  to  render  his  fcheme  mon 
palatable,  the  ftadtholder,  and  tin 
dukes  of  Brunfwick  and  Wurtem 
berg,  as  perfons  proper  to  replac 
the  thre?  eccleftaffical  elediors 
which  were  to  be  reformed. 

It  would  be  making  an  ilUuf 
of  your  lordflnp’s  time,  to  endea 
vour  to  repeat  to  you  all  he  fait 
on  this  fubjedt;  it  went  in  fub 
fiance  (as  he  himfelf  confeffed 
to  the  total  fubverfion  of  the  pre 
fent  conftitution  of  the  German! 
body ;  and  as  it  militated  diredll; 
againft  the  principle  which  bo^; 
his  majefty  and  the  emperor  lai« 
down  fo  diftindfly  as  the  balis  0 
the  peace  to  be  made  for  the  em 
pire,  I  contented  myfelf  with  re 
minding  him  of  this  circumftancf 
particularly  as  it  is  impoffible  t 
difeufs  this  point  with  any  pro 
\  rktv  till  his  imperial  majeft 
becomes  a  party  to  the  negotia 
'  8  tior 
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ion.  I  took  this  opportunity  of 
linting,  that  if,  on  all  the  other 
>oints,  France  agreed  to  the  pro- 
)ofals  now  made,  it  would  not 
ie  impoftible  that  fome  increafe  of 
erritory  might  be  ceded  to  her  on 
he  Germanic  fide  of  her  frontiers, 
md  that  this,  in  addition  to  the 
luchy  of  Savoy,  Nice,  and  Avi¬ 
gnon,  would  be  a  very  great  acqui- 
ition  of  ftreqgth  and  power.  M. 
Delacroix  here  again  reverted  to 
he  conftjtutiqn,  and  faid  that 
hefe  countries  were  already  con- 
litutionaily  annexed  to  France.  I 
eplied,  that  it  was  impoftible,  in 
he  negotiation  which  we  were 
jeginning,  for  the  other  powers  to 
ake  it  up  from  any  period  but  that 
vhich  immediately  preceded  the 
var,  and  that  any  acquisition  or 
limi tuition  of  territory  which  had 
aken  p&ce  among  the  belligerent 
lowers  fince  it  firfl  broke  out, 
nuft  neceflarily  become  fubjedt 
natter  for  negotiation,  and  be  ba- 
anced.  again  ft  each  other  in  the 
inal  arrangement  of  a  general  peace, 
foil  then  perfift,  faid  M.  Dela- 
:rojx,  in  applying  this  principle 
o  Belgium?  I  an fwered,  moftcer- 
ainly;  and  I  ftiould  not  deal  fairly 
vith  you,  if  I  hefttated  to  declare, 
n  the  outfet  of  our  negotiation, 
:hat  on  this  point  you  mu  ft  enter- 
ain  no  expedition  that  his  majefty 
vill  relax,  or  ever  conferft  to  fee 
he  Netherlands  remain  a  part  of 
France. 

M.  Delacroix  replied,  he  faw  no 
irofpedl  in  this  cafe  of  our  ideas 
;ver  meeting,  and  he  defpaired  of 
he  fuccefs  of  our  negotiation.  He 
‘eturned  again,  however,  to  his 
dea  of  a  poftible  equivalent  to  be 
round  for  the  emperor;  but  as  all 
ie  propofed  was  the  alienation  or 
:he  difmemberment  of  countries 
aot  belonging  to  France  even  by 
:onqueft,  I  did  not  confider  it  as 
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deferviag  attention  ;  and  it  |s  cer*. 
tainly  not  worth  repeating  to  your 
lord  fliip. 

I  need  not  obferve  that  all  the 
equivalents  propofed,  however  in¬ 
adequate  to  the  exchange,  were 
offered  as  a  return  for  our  confent 
that  the  Netherlands  ftiould  remain 
a  part  of  France  ;  of  cOurle,  the  ad¬ 
mitting  them  in  any  ftiape,  would 
have  been  in  diredt  contradiction 
to  my  inftrudtions. 

M.  Delacroix  touched  very  flight- 
ly  on  Italy  :  and  the  courfe  of  our 
converfation  did  not  bring  this  part 
of  the  fubjedt  more  into  difeulfion. 

I  mull  add,  that  whenever  I 
mentioned  the  reftoration  of  the 
Netherlands  to  the  emperor,  I  al¬ 
ways  took  care  it  ftiould  be  uin 
derftood  that  thefe  were  to  be  ac¬ 
companied  by  fuch  further  ceffions 
as  ftiould  form  a  competent  line  of 
defence,  and  that  France  could  not 
be  permitted  to  keep  pofteifion  of 
all  the  intermediate  country  to  the 
Rhine  ;  and  I  particularly  dwelt  on 
this  point,  when  I  held  out  the 
poffibility  of  admitting  an  exten- 
lion  of  the  limits  of  France  on  the 
ftde  of  Germany.  But  as  the 
French  minifter  no  lefs  ftrenuoufly 
oppofed  the  reftitution  of  the  Ne¬ 
therlands  to  the  emperor  than  I 
tenacioufly  infilled  upon  it,  the 
further  extenfion  of  my  claim  could 
not  of  courfe  become  a  fubjedt  of 
argument. 

I  believe  I  have  now,  with  a  to¬ 
lerable  degree  of  accuracy,  in¬ 
formed  your  iordftiip  of  all  that 
the  French  minifter  faid,  on  my 
opening  myfelf  to  him  on  that 
part  of  my  inftrudlions  which  more 
immediately  relates  to  peace  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain,  his  imperial 
majefty,  and  France.  It  remains 
with  me  to  inform  your  lordfhip 
what  palfed  between  us  on  the  fub- 
jedl  of  our  refpedtive  allies. 


On 
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On  the  articles  referving  a  right 
to  the  court  o,f  St.  Petersburg,.  and 
to  that  of  Lilbon,  to  accede  to 
the  treaty  of.  peace  on  the  ftrift 
flatus  ante  <bellum ,  the  French  mi- 
nifter  made  no  other  remark  than 
by  mentioning  the  allies  of  the 
republic,  and  by  inquiring  whe¬ 
ther  I  was  prepared  to  fay  any 
thing  relative  to  their  interefts, 
which  certainly  the  republic  could 
never  abandon.  This  afforded  me 
the  opportunity  of  giving  in  the 
confidential  memorial  B.  relative 
to  Spain  and  Holland ;  and  I  pre¬ 
faced  it  by  repeating  to  him  the 
fubftance  of  the  firft  part  of  your 
lord  Blip’s,  No.  12. 

Although  I  had  touched  upon 
the  fubjecft  of  the  Spanifh  part  of 
St.  Domingo,  when  I  had  been 
fpeaking  to  M.  Delacroix  oil  the 
peace  with  France,  yet,  as  it  did 
not  become  a  matter  of  difcuffion 
between  us  till  I  came  to  mention 
the  peace  with  Spain,  I  thought  it 
better  to  place  all  that  palled  on 
the  lubjeCt  in  this  part  of  my  di- 
fpatch ;  it  was  the  only  point  on 
which  he  entered  :  but  I  by  no 
means  infer,  from  his  not  bring¬ 
ing  forward  fome  claims  for  Spain, 
that  we  are  not  to  hear  of  any  in 
the  collide  of  the  negotiation ;  on 
the  contrary,  I  have  little  doubt 
that  many,  and  mo  ft  of  them  in- 
admiflible,  will  be  made  before  it 
can  end.  He,  however,  was  filent 
on  them  at  this  moment,  and  con¬ 
fined  all  he  had  to  fay  to  combat¬ 
ing  the  idea  that  Spain  was  bound 
by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  not  to 
alienate  her  poffeffions  in  America. 
I  had  the  article  copied  in  my 
pocket,  and  I  read  it  to  him.  He 
confefled  it  was  clear  and  explicit, 
but  that  circumftances  had  fo  ma¬ 
terially  altered  fince  the  year  1713, 
that  engagements  made  then  ought 


not  to  be  confidered  as  in  force 
now.  I  faid  that  the  fpirit  of  the 
article  itfelf  went  to  provide  for 
diftant  contingencies,  not  for  what 
was  expe&ed  to  happen  at  or  near 
the  time  when  the  treaty  was  made, 
and  that  it  was  becaufe  the  altera¬ 
tion  of  circumftances  he  alluded  to 
was  forefeen  as  poffible,  that  the 
claufe  was  inferted ;  and  that  if 
Spain  paid  any  regard  to  the  faith 
of  treaties,  file  muft  confider  her- 
felf  as  no  lefs  ftri<ftly  bound  by  this 
claufe  nbw  than  at  the  moment 
when  it  was  drawn  up.  I  went 
on  by  faying  that  it  did  not,  how¬ 
ever,  Appear  quite  impoflible  that 
this  point  might  be  fettled  without 
much  difficulty;  and  that  means 
might  be  deviled  that  his  catholic 
majefty  fliould  not  break  his  faith, 
and  both  England  and  France  be 
equally  fatisfied.  I  then  held  out  to 
him,  but  in  general  terms,  that 
either  Spain  might  regain  her  pof- 
feffion  of  St.  Domingo,  by  mak¬ 
ing  fome  confiderable  ceffion  to 
Groat  Britain  and  France,  as  the 
price  of  peace ;  or  that,  in  return 
for  leaving  the  whole  of  St.  Do-1 
mingo  to  France,  we  fliould  retain 
either  Martinico,  or  St.  Lucia  and 
Tobago.  M.  Delacroix  liftened 
lyith  a  degree  of  attention  to  thefe 
propofals;  but  he  was  fearful  of 
committing  himfelf  by  any  ex- 
preflion  of  approbation,  and  he 
difmiflpd  the  fubjeft  of  the  court  of 
Madrid,  by  obferving,  that  France 
never  would  forfake  the  interefts  of 
its  allies.  ' 

Our  converfation  on  thofe  of 
its  other  ally,  Holland,  was  much! 
longer,  as  the  wording  of  the  me*J 
morial  inevitably  led  at  once  deep 
into  the  fubjeeft. 

M.  Delacroix  affe&ed  to  treat] 
any  deviation  from  the  treaty  o! 
peace  concluded  between  Franc* 

'  '  ant 
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&nd  that  country,  or  any  reftora- 
tion  of  territories  acquired  under 
that. treaty  to  France,  as  quite  im¬ 
practicable.  He  treated  as  equally 
impracticable  any  attempt  at  re¬ 
storing  the  ancient  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  in  the  Seven  United  Pro¬ 
vinces.  Pie  talked  with  an  air  of 
triumph  of  the  eftablifliment  of  a 
national  convention  at  the  Hague ; 
and,  with  an  affeCIation  of  feeling, 
that  by  it  the  caufe  of  freedom  had 
extended  itfelf  over  fuch  a  large 
number  of  people.  He,  however, 
was  ready  to  confefs,  that,  from  the 
great  Ioffes  the  Dutch  republic  had 
fuftained  in  its  colonies,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  from  the  weak  manner  in 
which  they  had  defended  them,  it 
could  not  be  expe&ed  that  his  ma- 
jefty  would  confent  to  a  full  and 
complete  reftitution  of  them,  and 
that  it  was  reafonable  that  fome 
Should  be  facrihced ;  and  he  aiked 
me  if  I  could  inform  him,  how  far 
our  views  extended  on  this  point? 
I  faid  I  had  reafon  to  believe  that 
what  his  majefly  would  require 
would  be  pofleffions  and  fettle- 
ments  which  would  not  add  either 
to  the  power  or  wealth  of  our  In¬ 
dian  dominions,  but  only  tend  to 
feeure  to  us  their  fafe  and  unmo- 
lefled  poffeffion.  You  mean  by  this, 
faid  M.  Delacroix,  the  Cape  and 
Trincomale.  I  faid  they  certainly 
came  under  that  defcription,  and  I 
faw  little  profpeCt  of  their  being 
reflored  to  the  Dutch.  M.  Dela¬ 
croix  launched  forth  on  this  into 
a  moll  laboured  differtation  on  the 
Value  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
which  he  did  not  confider  at  all  as 
a  port  de  reldche ,  but  as  a  poifeffion 
which,  in  our  hands,  would  become 
one  of  the  moft  fertile  and  moft 
productive  colonies  in  the  eaft ; 
and,. according  to  his  eftimation  of 
it,  he  did  not  fcruple  to  affert 
that  it  would  ultimatejv  be  an  ac« 
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quifitidh  of  infinitely  greater  im¬ 
portance  tb  England  than  that  of 
the  Netherlands  to  France;  and, 
if  acquiefced  in,  fhould  be  reckon¬ 
ed  as  a  full  and  ample  compenfa- 
tion  for  them.  He  added,  if  you 
are  mafiers  of  the  Cape  and  Trin- 
Comale,  we  fhall  hold  all  our  fettie- 
ments  in  India,  and  the  iflands  of 
France  and  Bourbon,  entirely  at 
the  tenure  of  your  will  and  plea- 
fure  :  they  will  be  ours  only  as 
long  as  you  choofe  we  fhould  re¬ 
tain  them.  You  will  be  foie  mafiers 
in  India*  and  we  Ihall  be  entirely 
dependent  upon  you.  I  repeated 
to  him,  that  it  was  as  means  of  de¬ 
fence,  not  of  offence,  that  thefe 
pofTdlions  would  be  infilled  on ; 
and  that  if  the  matter  was  fairly  and 
difpaffionately  difcufted,  he  would 
find  that  they  afforded  us  a  great 
additional  fecurity,  but  no  addi¬ 
tional  power  of  attack,  even  if  we 
were  difpofed  to  diflu rb  the  peace 
of  that  part  of  the  world.  If  thefe* 
and  perhaps  fomp  few  ether  not 
very  material  fettlements  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Dutch,  were'  to  be  in¬ 
filled  Upon,  and  if  he  would  be 
pleafed  to'  enumerate  all  we  fhould 
Bill  have  to  reflore  to  them,  while 
they  had  nothing  to  reftore  to  Eng¬ 
land,  it  was  impoflible  not  to  con- 
fider  the  terms  on  which  hisrmajef- 
ty  propofed'  peace  to  Holland,  as 
generous  and  liberal.  i  ; 

M.  Delacroix ;was  not  at  all  dif¬ 
pofed  to  agree  with  me  on  this 
point  ;  and  faid,  Holland, ’  flapped 
of  thefe  pofleffions,  would  be  ruin¬ 
ed.  He  then  held  out,  but  as  if 
the  idea ‘had  juft  croffed  his  mind, 
the  poliibility  of  indemnifying  the 
Dutch  for  their  Ioffes  in  India,  by 
giving  them  a  traCt  of  territory  to¬ 
wards  the  Mfeufe,  (I  could  not  find 
out  whether  he  meant  Aixda  Cha- 
pelle,  Liege,  or  the  countries  of 
Juliers  and  Berg)  and  hinted,  that 

(K)  '  if 
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if  this  was  not  to  be  done,  an  ad* 
ditional  fugar  ifland  might,  per¬ 
haps,  be  ceded  to  the  Dutch  re¬ 
public.  I  told  him  all  this  might 
become  a  fubje£t  of  future  difcuf- 
fion,  arid  I  conceived,  that  if  we 
could  agree  upon  the  more  eftential 
points,  the  treaty  would  notbreakoff 
on  thefe  fecondary  confiderations. 
Our  converfation  had  now  been  ex¬ 
tremely  long,  and  M*  Delacroix  end¬ 
ed  by  faying,  that,  although  he  had 
taken  upori  himfelf  to  enter  with 
me  thusfar  upon  the  fubje<ft,  yet  I 
mult  not  confider  any  thing  he  faid 
as  binding,  or  as  pledging  the  re¬ 
public,  till  fuchtime  as  he  had  laid 
the  papers  I  had  given  him  before 
the  direiftory ;  and  in  order  to  do 
this  with  more  accuracy,  he  again 
afked  me,  whether  in  his  report,  he 
was  to  hate  the  difuniting  Belgium 
from  France  as  "a  fine  qua  non  from 
which  his  majefty  would  not  depart. 
I  replied,  it  molt  certainly  was  a 
fine  qua  non  from  which  his  majef¬ 
ty  would  not  depart;  and  that  any 
propofal  which  would  leave  the 
Netherlands  annexed  to  France, 
•would  be  attended  with  much  greats 
er  benefit  to  that  power,  and  lofs 
to  the  allies,  than  the  prefent  re¬ 
lative  fituation  of  the  belligerent 
-powers  could  entitle  the  French 
government  to  expert. 

M.  Delacroix,  repeated  his  con- 
cern  at  the  peremptory  way  in 
which  I  made  this  affeition,  and 
afked  whether  it  would  admit  of 
no  modification  ?  I  replied,  if  France 
could,  in  a  contr e-projet ,  point  out  a 
practicable  and  adequate  one,  ftill 
keeping  in  view  that  the^Ne- 
therlands  muft  not  be  French,  or 
likely  again  to  fall  into  the. hands 
of  France,  fuch  a  propofal  might 
certainly  be  taken  into  confidera- 
tion . 

M.  Delacroix  by  no  means  en¬ 
couraged  me  to  explain  myielf 
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more  fully ;  he  repeatedly  faid,  that 
this  difficulty  relative  to  the  Ne¬ 
therlands  was  one  which  could  not 
be  overcome. 

Juft  as  I  was  taking  leave  of  him, 
he  begged  me  to  explain  what  was 
meant  by  the  words  in  the  memoire 
(A.)  in  tho  4th  paragraph,  begin¬ 
ning  de  s' entendre  mutuellement  Jut 
Us  rnoyens  d' a [purer ,  and  ending  at 
leurs  pojfejjions  refpeftives.  I  told 
him  it  referred  to  the  definitive 
fyftem  adopted  by  France  in '  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  went  to  exprefs 
a  wifh  that  the  two  powers  fhould 
agree  on  fome  general  and  uniform 
fyftem  of  internal  police  in  the 
fettlements  there,  which  would 
contribute  to  the  fecurity  of  thofe 
pofteflions  to  the  refpeCtive  coun¬ 
tries,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  the 
happinefs  of  every  description  of 
inhabitants  in  them. 

M.  Delacroix,  a  little  hurt  at  my 
expreffion  relative  to  the  fyftem 
adopted  by  France,  endeavoured  to 
recriminate  upon  us;  but  he  ended 
by  faying,  that  they  fhould  certain¬ 
ly  be  willing  to  concur  in  any  ar¬ 
rangement  relative  to  the  negroes, 
which  did  not  militate  againft  the 
principles  of  their  conftitution,. 
Here  our  conference  ended;  and  as, 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  it,  I  bore 
in  my  mind  the  poffibility,  that  al¬ 
though  this,  pur  firft,  might  be 
the  only  favourable  opportunity  I 
fhould  ever  have  of  fpeaking  on  the 
general  principles  on  which  his 
majefty  was  difpofed  to  treat,  X 
endeavoured,  by  adverting  more  or 
lefs  to  almoft  every  point  in  my  in- 
ftrutions,  to  enable  M.  Delacroix, 
(if  he  reports  faithfully)  to  ftate  to 
the  directory  what  I  faid,  in  fuch , a 
manner  as  to  put  it  out  of  their 
power  to  mifconceive  what  were 
his  majefty  *s  intentions ;  to  remove 
ali  poiftbility  of  cavil  on  this  cafe, 
anti  to  bring  them,  to  a  clear  and 
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tTilKna  anfwer,  whether  they  would 
agree  to  open  a  negotiation  on  the 
principle  of  the  flatus  ante  helium , 
or  on  one  differing  from  it  only  in 
form,  not  in  fubftance.  I  hope, 
in  attempting  to  do  this,  I  did  not, 
in  the  firft  inftance,  commit  my  felt, 
or  difcover  more  of  tuy  inftruCtions 
than  it  became  me  to  do;  and  that, 
in  the  converfation  with  M  Dela¬ 
croix,  nothing  efcaped  me  which 
might,  at  fome  fubfequent  period, 
hurt  the  progrers  of  the  negotia¬ 
tion.  I  have,  I  believe,  given  this 
Conference  nearly  Verbatim  to  your 
lord  fh  ip ;  and  I  was  particularly 
anxious  to  do  this  correCHy  and 
minutely,  as  well  that  you  may 
111 dgi  on  the  propriety  of  what  I 
[aid^myfetf,  as  that  what  M.  Dela- 
:roix  faid  to  me  may  be  accurately 
known,  and  remain  on  record. 

It  muff,  however,  be  remem¬ 
bered  (as  I  obferved  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  this  difpatch)  that  he  fpoke 
for  him  (elf,  as  minifter,  indeed,  but 
not  under  the  immediate  inftruc- 
hons  of  the  directory ;  and  this 
confideration  will  take  a  little  away 
from  the  fingularity  of  fo^e  of  the 
pofitions  he  advanced. 

.1  confefs,  my  lord,  from  the  ci¬ 
vility  of  his  manner,  and  from  his 
apparent  readinefs  to  difcufs  the 
iubjeCl,  the  impreffion  which  re¬ 
mained  on  my  mind  on  leaving 
him  was,  that  the  negotiation  would 
go  on,  but  be  liable  to  fo  many  diffi¬ 
culties,  and  fome  of  them  fo  nearly 
infurmountable,  that,  knowing,  as  I 
do,  the  opinion  of  the  directory,  I 
faw  little  profpeCt  of  its  terminat¬ 
ing  fuccefsfully.  But  I  did  not 
expert  the  condu&  of  the  dire&ory 
would  immediately  be  fuch  as  to 
.evince  a  manifeft  inclination,  and 
even  determination,  to  break  off 
on  the  firft  propofals  ;  and  I  was  not 
a  little  furprifed  at  receiving,  on 
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on  Sunday,  at  three  P.  M.  the  in- 
clofed  letter  (A.)  from  M.  Dela¬ 
croix  :  he  fent  it  by  the  principal 
fecretary  of  his  department  (M. 
Giraudet)  who  communicated  to 
me  the  original  of  the  arrete  of  the 
directory,  of  which  this  letter,  abat¬ 
ing  the  alteration  in  the  form,  is  a 
literal  copy.  After  perilling  it,  I 
afkedM.  Giraudet  whether  he  was 
informed  of  its  contents ;  and  this 
led  to  a  Ihort  converfation  on  them. 

I  told  him  that  both  the  demands 
were  fo  unexpected,  that  I  could 
not  reply  to  them  off  hand :  that 
as  to  the  firft,  it  was  cjuite  unufual 
to  fign  memorials  which  were  an¬ 
nexed  to  a  note  actually  figned,  and 
that  I  fcarcely  felt  myfelf  authorif- 
ed  to  depart  from  what  was,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  an  invariable  rule.  That,  as 
to  the  fecond  demand,  made  in  fo 
peremptory  and  unprecedented  a 
way,  I  could,  without  much  he- 
fitation,  fay  at  once  that  it  could 
not  be  complied  with.  M.  Gi¬ 
raudet  lamented  this  much and 
faid,  that  this  being  the  cafe,  he 
feared  our  principles  of  negotiation 
would  never  coincide.  I  agreed 
with  him  in  my  expreffions  of  con¬ 
cern.  We  converfed  together  af¬ 
terwards  for  fome  time,  but  nothing 
paffed  at  all  worthy  of  remark.  I 
told  him  I  ftiould  fend  my  anfwer 
the  next  day.  On  reflecting  more 
attentively  on  the  requeft  that  I 
would  lign  the  two  memorials  w'hich 
I  had  given  irk,  it  ftruck  me, 
that  the  complying  with  it  pledged 
me  to  nothing,  and  that  it  was 
merely  gratifying  them  on  a  point 
infilled  on  peevifhly,  and  that  the 
doing  it  would  put  them  ftill  more 
in  the  wrong. 

As  to  the  ftrange  demand  of  an 
ultimatum,  it  was  perfectly  clear 
what  it  became  'me  to  lay;  and 
I  hope  that  in  the  inclofed  anfwer 
XK  2)  B. 
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B.  (which  I  lent  yederday  morn¬ 
ing  at  twelve  o’clock)  to  M.  Dela¬ 
croix,  I  fhall  be  found  to  have  ad¬ 
hered  as  clofely  as  poffible  to  the 
fpirit  of  my  inilruttions. 

Yeflerday  evening,  at  half  pad 
nine,  M.  Giraudet  brought _  me 
the  note  C.  to  which  I  immediate¬ 
ly  replied  by  the  note  D.  They 
require  no  comment;  and  as  I  in¬ 
tend  leaving  Paris  to-morrow,  and 
travelling  with  all  convenient  fpeed, 
1  fliali  fo  loon  have  it  in  my  power 
to  fay  the  little  which  reqaains  to 
Pay  relative  to  this  fudden,  though 
perhaps  not  unlooked  for,  clofe  to 
my  million,  that  I  need  not  tref- 
pafs  any  further  on  your  lordfhip’s 
patience. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  Malmesbury. 

P.  S.  I  thought  it  would  be 
proper  for  his  majefly’s  minilter 
at  Vienna  to  receive  the  earliefi: 
intelligence  of  the  negotiation  be¬ 
ing  broken  off'  I  therefore  have 
Viifpatched  a  meflenger  to  Vienna 
With  a  copy  of  the  feveral  papers 
which  have  palfed  between  me  and 
M.  Delacroix  fince  our  confe¬ 
rence,  and  alfo  a  fuccincf  account 
<*>f  what  paired  on  it.  The  mef- 
fenger  left  this  place  to-day  at 
three  P.  M.  M. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Grenville f 
&fc.  t£c. 


No.  13. 

Parity  28 th  Frimatrey  (December 
18)  f \ih  yeiird 

Sip, 

The  executive  dire&ory  has  heard 
the  residing  of  the  official  note  figii- 
ed  bv  you,  and  of  two  confiden¬ 
tial  memorials  without  fignatures, 
Which  were  annexed  to  it,  and 
which  you  gave  in  to  me  yefler- 
•tfay.  I  am  charged  exprefsly  by 


the  diredforv  to  declare  to  you,  tha 
it  cannot  liften  to  any  confidentia 
note  without  a  fignature,  and  to  re 
quire  of  you  to  give  in  to  me,  ofti 
ciallv,  within  four  and  twent 
hours,  your  ultimatum ,  figned  b 
you. 

Accept,  Sir,  the  alfurance  of  in 
high  confideration. 

(Signed)  Ch.  Delacroh 


No.  32. 

Parity  19 th  December ,  1796. 
COPY.  (B.) 

Lord  Malmelbury,  in  anfwer  t 
the  letter  which  the  minitfer  fc 
foreign  affairs  had  the  goodnefs  t 
tranfmit  to  him  through  the  hanc 
of  the  fecretary-general  of  his  d( 
partment,  muft  remark,  that  i 
ligning  the  official  note  which  1 
gave  in  to  that  minifler  by  ord< 
of  his  court,  he  thought  he  ha 
complied  with  all  the  ufual  form; 
lities,  and  had  given  the  necelfai 
authenticity  to  the  two  confident! 
memorials  which  were  annexed  1 
it.  Neverthelefs,  to  remove  a 
difficulties,  as  far  as  lies  in  b 
power,  he  willingly  adopts  the  forn 
which  are  pointed  out  by  the  refi 
lution  of  the  executive  director 
and  haftens  to  fend  to  the  minifl 
for  foreign  affairs  the  two  menu 
rials  figned  by  his  hand. 

With  refpe<5t  to  the  pofitive  d 
mand  of  an  ultimatuniy  lord  Malme 
burv  obferves,  that  infilling  on  th 
point  in  fo  peremptory  a  manne 
before  the  two  powers  fhall  ha1 
communicated  to  each  other  the 
refpe£tive  pretenfions,  and  that  tl 
articles  of  the  future  treaty  flu 
have  been  fubmitted  to  the  di 
cuffions,  which  the  different  i: 
te'refts  which  are  to  be  adjufle 
necelfarily  demand,  is  to  fh 
the  door  again!!  all  negotiatio 
He,  therefore,  can  add  nothing 
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the  afliirances  which  he  has  al¬ 
ready  given  to  the  mini  her  for 
foreign  affairs,  as  well  by  word 
of  mouth,  as  in  his  official 
note ;  and  he  repeats  that  he  is 
ready  to  enter  with  that  minifter 
into  every  explanation  of  which 
the  hate  and  progrefs  of  the  ne¬ 
gotiation  may  admit  ;  and  that 
he  will  not  fail  to  enter  into  the 
difcuflion  of  the  propofals  of  his 
court,  or  of  any  counter -projebl  which 
may  be  delivered  to  him  on  the  part 
of  the  executive  directory ,  with  that 
candour,  and  that  fpirit  of  concilia¬ 
tion,  which  correfpond  with  the 
juft  and  pacific  fentiments  of  his 
dourt. 

Lord  Malmefburv  requefts  the 
minifter  for  foreign  affairs  to  accept 
the  affurances  of  his  high  confi- 
deration. 


No.  33. 

The  underfigned  minifter  for  fo¬ 
reign  affairs  is  charged  by  the  exe¬ 
cutive  diredfory,  to  anfwer  to  lord 
Malmefbury’s  two  notes  of  the 
27th  and  29th  Frimaire  (17th  and 
19th  December,  O.  S.)  that  the 
executive  diredlery  will  liften  to  no 
propofals  contrary  to  the  conftitu- 
tion,  to  the  laws,  and  to  the  trea¬ 
ties  which  bind  the  republic. 

And,  as  lord  Malmefbury  an¬ 
nounces  at  every  communication, 
that  he  is  in  want  of  the  opinion  of 
his  court,  from  which  it  refults 
that  he  adts  a  part  merely  paflive 
in  the  negotiation,  which  renders 
his  prefence  at  Paris  ufelefs;  the 
underfigned  is  further  charged  to 
give  him  notice  to  depart  from 
Paris  in  eight  and  forty  hours,  with 
all  the  perfons  who  have  accom¬ 
panied  and  followed  him  ;  and  to 
quit,  as  expeditioufiy  as  poflible, 
the  territory  of  the  republic. 

The  underfigned  declares,  more¬ 
over,  in  the  name  of  the  executive 
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directory,  that  if  the  Britijfh  cabinet 
is  defirous  of  peace,  the  executive 
directory  is  ready  to  follow  the  ne¬ 
gotiations,  according  to  the  bafis 
laid  down  in  the  prefent  note,  by 
the  reciprocal  channel  of  couriers. 
(Signed)  Ch.  Delacroix. 

Paris ,  29//;  Frimaire  (igth  Decem¬ 
ber),  5 th  year  of  the  French  Re¬ 
public,  one  and  indivifble . 

No.  34. 

(D.) 

Lord  Malmefbury  haftens  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note 
of  the  minifter  for  foreign  affairs, 
dated  yefterday.  Fie  is  preparing 
to  quit  Paris  to-morrow,  and  de¬ 
mands,  in  confequence,  the  necef- 
fary  paftports  for  himfelf  and  his 
fuite. 

He  requefts  the  minifter  for  fo¬ 
reign  affairs  to  accept  the  afiu- 
rances  of  his  hivh  confideration. 

O 

Paris ,  20 th  Dec,  1796.  v 


Manifefo  of  the  Britijh  Governmejit 
aga'mfi  France. 

The  negotiation  which  an  anxi- 

o 

ous  defire  for  the  reftoration  of 
peace  had  induced  his  majefty  to 
open  at  Paris,  having  been  abruptly 
terminated  by  the  French  govern- 

^  .  O 

ment,  the  king  thinks  it  due  to 
himfelf  and  to  his  people,  to  ft  ate, 
in  this  public  manner,  the  circum- 
ftances  which  have  preceded  arid 
attended  a  t  ran  faction  of  fo  much 
importance  to  the  general  intereft's 
of  Europe. 

It  is  well  known  that  early  in  the 
prefent  year  his  majefty,  laying  afide 
the  confideration  of  many  circum- 
ftances  of  difficulty  and  difcou- 
ragement,  determined  to  take  fueh 
fleps  as  were  beft  calculated  to  open 
the  way  for  negoitation,  if  any  cor- 
(K  3)  refponding 


P  A  P  E  R  S. 


(150)  PUBLIC 

refponding  defire  prevailed  on  tine 
part  of  his  Enemies.  He  dire<ded 
an  overture  to  be  made  in  his  name, 
by  his  friinifter  in  Switzerland,  for 
the  purpofe  of  afcertaining  the  d;f- 
pofitions  of  the  French  government 
with  refpedl  to  peace.  The  anfwer 
which  he  received  in  return  was  at 
once  haughty'  and  evafive  ;  it  af¬ 
fected  to  qoediqn  the  fincerity  of 
thofe  difprfitions  of  which  his 
majefty’s  conduct  afforded  fo  un> 
equivocal  3  proof ;  it  raifed  ground- 
lefs  objections  to  the  mode  of  ne¬ 
gotiation  propofed  by  his  majedy 
(that  of  a  general  congrds,  by 
which  peace  has  fo  often  been  re- 
ffored  to  Europe)  ;  but  it  ffudi- 
oufly  paffed  over  in  fiience  his 
roajedy’s  defire  to  learn  what  other 
mode  would  be  preferred  by. 
France.  It  at  the  fame  time  af- 
ferted  a  principle  which  was  dated 
as  an  indifpenfable  preliminary  to 
all  negotiation  a  principle  under 
which  the  terms  of  peace  mud  have 
been  regulated,  not  by  the  ufual 
confiderafions  ofjudice,  policy,  and 
reciprocal  convenience  ;  but  by  an 
implicit  fubmiffion,  on  the  part  of 
all  the  powers,  to  a  claim  founded 
on  the  internal  laws  and  feparate 
conftitution  of  France,  as  having 
full  authority  to  fuperfede  the  trea¬ 
ties  entered  into  by  independent 
Hates,  to  govern  their  intereds,  to 
control  their  engagements,  and  to 
difpofe  of  their  dominions. 

A  pretenfion  in  itfelf  fo  extrava¬ 
gant  could  in  no  indance  have 
been  admitted,  or  even  lidened  to 
for  a  moment*  Its  application  to 
the  prefent  cafe  ltd  to  nothing  lefs 
than  that  France  fliould,  as  a  pre¬ 
liminary  to  all  difeudion,  retain 
nearly  alt  her  Conqueds,  and  thofe 
particularly  in  which  his  majedy 
Uvas  mod  concerned,  both  from  the 
ties  of  intered,  and  the  facred  obli¬ 
gations  of  treaties ;  that  die  ihould 


in  like  manner  recover  back  all 
that  had  been  conquered  from  her 
in  every  part  of  the  world  ;  and  that 
die  diould  be  left  at  liberty  to  bring 
forward  fuch  further  demands  on 
all  other  points  of  negotiation,  as 
fuch  unqualified  fubmiffion  on  the 
part  of  thofe  with  whom  die  treated 
could  not  fail  to  produce. 

On  fuch  grounds  as  thefe  It  was 
diffidently  evident  that  no  negoti¬ 
ation  could  be  edabiifhed  :  neither 
did  the  anfwer  of  his  majefty's 
enemies  afford  any  opening  for 
continuing  the  difcuffioti,  fince  the 
mode  of  negotiation  offered  by  his 
majedy  had  been  peremptorily,  re¬ 
jected  bv  them,  and  no  other  had 
been  dated  in  which  they  were 
willing  to  concur. 

His  majedy  was  however  not 
difeouraged  even  by  this  refult 
from  dill  pu Tuing  fuch  mealures 
as  appeared  to  him  mod  conducive 
to  the  end  of  peace ;  and  the  widies 
of  his  ally  the  emperor  correiponci- 
ing  with  thofe  which  his  majedy 
had  manifeded,  fentiments  of  a 
fimilar  tendency  were  expreffed  on 
the  part  of  his  imperial  majedy  at 
the  time  of  opening  the  campaign  ; 
but  the  continuance  of  the  fame 
fpirit  and  principles,  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy,  rendered  this  freih  over¬ 
ture  equally  unfuccefsful. 

While  the  government  of  France 
thus  perfifted  in  obftru  Cling  every 
meafure  that  could  even  open  the 
way  to  negotiation,  no  endeavour 
was  omitted  to  millead  the  public 
opinion  throughout  all  Europe 
with  refpeCt  to  the  real  caufe  of 
the  prolongation  of  the  war,  and  to 
cad  a  doubt  on  thofe  difpo  fit  ions 
which  cGuffi  alone  have  dictated  the 
deps  taken  by  his  majedy  and  his 
auguft  ally.  _  ; 

In  order  to  deprive  his  enemies 
of  all  poffibility  of  fubterfuge  or 
evafion,  and  in  the  hope  that  a  ju$ 
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fenfe  of  the  continued  calamities 
of  war,  and  of  the  increafing  di- 
ftrefles  of  France  herfelf,  might  at 
length  have  led  to  more  jult  and 
pacific  difpofitions,  his  majefty  re¬ 
newed  in  another  form,  and  through 
the  intervention  of  friendly  powers, 
a  propofal  for  opening  negotiations 
for  peace.  The  manner  in  which 
this  intervention  was  received  indi¬ 
cated  the  moft  hoftile  difpofitions 
towards  Great  Britain,  and  at  the 
fame  time  afforded  to  all  Europe  a 
ftnkrng  inftance  of  that  injurious 
and  offenfive  conduct  which  is  ob- 
ferved  on  the  part  of  the  French 
government  towards  all  other  coun¬ 
tries.  The  repeated  overtures  made 
an  his  majefty’s  name  were  never- 
thelefs  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  it  was 
at  laft  found  impoflible  to  perfift 
in  the  abfolute  reje&ion  of  them, 
without  the  direct  and  undifguifed 
avowal  of  a  determination  to  refufe 
to  Europe  all  hope  of  the  reftoration 
of  tranquillity.  A  channel  was 
therefore  at  -length  indicated, 
through  which  the  government  of 
France  profefled  itfelf  willing  to 
carry  on  a  negotiation ;  and  a  rear 
dinefs  was  expreffed  (though  in 
terms  far  remote  from  any  fpirit  of 
conciliation)  to  receive  a  minifter 
authorifed  by  his  majefty  to  pro^ 
ceed  to  Paris  for  that  purpofe. 

Many  circumftances  might  have 
Eeen  urged  as  affording  powerful 
motives  againft  adopting  this  fug- 
geftion,  until  the  government  of 
France  had  given  fome  indication 
of  a  fpirit  better  calculated  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  a  million, 
and  to  meet  thefe  advances  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain.  The  king’s 
defire  for  the  reftoration  of  general 
peace  on  juft  and  honourable  terms, 
his  concern  for  the  interefts  of  his 
fubjeffs,  and  his  determination  to 
Jeave  to  his  enemies  no  pretext  for 
ipiputjng  to  him  the  confequences 
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of  their  own  ambition,  induced 
him  to  overlook  every  fuch  con- 
fideration,  and  to  take  a  ftep  which 
thefe  reafons  alone  could  juftify. 

The  repeated  endeavours  of  the 
French  government  to  defeat  this 
miffion  in  its  outfet,  and  to  break 
off  the  intercourfe  thus  opened, 
even  before  the  firft  fteps  towards 
negotiation  could  be  taken;  the 
indecent  and  injurious  language 
employed  with  a  view  to  irritate  ; 
the  captious  and  frivolous  objec¬ 
tions  raifed  for  the  purpofe  of  ob- 
ftru&ing  the  progrefs  of  the  dif- 
cuflion  ;  all  thefe  have  fufficiently 
appeared  from  the  official  papers 
which  paffed  on  both  Tides,  and 
which  are  known  to  all  Europe. 

JBut,  above  all,  the  abrupt  termi* 
nation  of  the  negotiation  has  af¬ 
forded  the  moft  conclufive  proof, 
that  at  no  period  of  it  was  any  real 
wifli  for  peace  entertained  on  the 
part  of  the  French  government. 

After  repeated  evafion  and  delay, 
that  government  had  at  length  con- 
fen  ted  to  eftablifh,  as  the  bafis  of 
the  negotiation,  a  principle  pro- 
pofed  by  his  majefty,  liberal  in  its 
own  nature,  equitable  towards  his 
enemies,  and  calculated  to  provide 
for  the  interefts  of  his  allies,  and  of 
Europe.  It  had  been  agreed  that 
compenfation  ftiould  be  made  to 
France,  by  proportionable  refti- 
tutions/lrom  his  majefty’s  conquefts 
on  that  power,  for  thofe  arrange¬ 
ments  to  which  (he  ftiould  be  called 
upon  to  c.onfent  in  order  to  fatisfy 
the  juft  pretenfions  of  his  allies, 
and  to  preferve  the  political  balance 
of  Europe.  At  the  defire  of  the 
French  government  itfelf,  memo¬ 
rials  were  prefented  by  his  majefty’s 
minifter,  which  contained  the  out¬ 
lines  of  the  terms  of  peace,  ground¬ 
ed  on  the  bafis  fo  eftabliflied,  and ' 
in  which  his  majefty  propofed  to 
carry  to  the  vitmoft  poftible  extent 
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the  application  of  a  principle  fo 
•equitable  with  refpeCt  to  France, 
and  fo  liberal  on  his  majefty’s  part, 
The  delivery  of  thefe  papers  was 
accompanied  by  a  declaration  ex- 
prefsly  and  repeatedly  made,  both 
verbally  and  in  writing,  that  his 
majefty’s  miniiter  was  willing  and 
prepared  to  enter,  with  a  fpirit  of 
conciliation  and  fairnefs,  into  the 
difcuffion  of  the  different  points 
there  contained,  or  into  that  of  any 
other  propofal  or  fcheme  of  peace 
which  the  French  government 
might  wifh  to  fubiiitute  in  its 
place. 

In  reply  to  this  communication, 
he  received  a  demand,  in  form  the 
moft  offenfive,  and  in  fubflance 
the  moft  extravagant,  that  ever  was 
made  in  the  courie  of  any  negoti¬ 
ation,  It  was  peremptorily  required 
of  him,  that  in  the  yerv  outfet  of 
the  bufinefs,  when  no  anfwer  had 
been  given  by  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  to  his  firft  propofal,  when  he 
’had  not  even  learnt,  in  any  regular 
Ihape,  the  nature  or  extent  of  the 
objections  to  it,  and  much  lefs  re¬ 
ceived  from  that  government  any 
other  offer  or  plan  of  peace,  he 
fhould  in  twenty-four  hours  deliver 
in  a  ftatement  of  the  fijqal  terms  to 
which  his  court  would  in  any  cafe 
accede  —  a  demand  tending  evi¬ 
dently  to  (hut  the  door  to  all  nego¬ 
tiation,  to  preclude  all  difcuffion, 
all  explanation,  ail  poffibility  of  the 
amicable  adjustment  of  points  of 
difference — %  demand  in  its  nature 
prepofterous,  in  its  execution  im¬ 
practicable,  fince  it  is  plain  that  no 
filth  ultimate  refoltrtion  refpeCling 
a  general  plan  of  peace  ever  can  be 
rationally  formed,  much  lefs  de¬ 
clared,  without  knowing  whac 
points  are  principally  objected  to 
by  the  enemy,  and  what  facilities 
ne  may  be  willing  to  offer  in  return 
for  edneeffion  in  thojfe  refpeCb. 


Having  declined  compliance  with 
this  demand,  and  explained  the 
reafons  which  rendered  it  inad- 
miffible,  but  having,  at  the  fame 
time,  exprefslv  renewed  the  decla- 
ration  of  his  readinefs  to  enter  into 
the  difcuffion  of  the  propofal  he 
had  conveyed,  or  of  any  other 
which  might  be  communicated  to 
him,  the  king’s  minifter  received 
no  other  anfwer  than  an  abrupt 
command  to  quit  Paris  in  forty- 
eight  hours.  If,  in  addition  to 
fuch  an  infult,  any  further  proof 
were  neceffary  of  the  difpofitions 
of  thofe  by  whom  it  was  offered, 
fuch  proof  would  be  abundantly 
fupplied  from  the  contents  of  the 
note  in  which  this  order  was  con¬ 
veyed.  The  mode  of  negotiation 
on  which  the  French  government 
had  itfelf  infilled,  is  there  rejeCled, 
and  no  practicable  means  left  open 
for  treating  with  effeCt.  The  bafis 
of  negotiation,  fo  recently  eflablifhr 
ed  by  mutual  confent,  is  there  dif- 
claimed  ;  and,  in  its  room,  a  prin¬ 
ciple  clearly  inadmilfible  is  reafierted, 
as  the  only  ground  on  which  France 
can  confent  to  treat :  the  very  fame 
principle  which  had  been  brought 
forward  in  reply  to  his  majefty’s 
firft  overtures  from  Switzerland, 
which  had  then  been  rejeCled  by 
his  majefty,  but  which  now  appears 
never  to  have  been,  in  faCt,  aban¬ 
doned  by  the  government  of  France, 
however  inconfiftent  with  that  on 
which  they  had  exprefsly  agreed  to 
treat. 

It  is  therefore  neceffary  that  all 
Europe  fhould  underhand  that  the 
rupture  of  the  negotiation  at  Paris 
does  not  arife  from  the  failure  of 
any  fincere  attempt  on  the  part  of 
France  to  reconcile  by  fair  dif¬ 
cuffion  the  views  and  interefls  of 
the  contending  powers.  Such  a 
difcuffion  has  been  repeatedly  in¬ 
vited,  and  even  folicited,  on  the 

part 


PUBLIC 


PAPERS. 


part*  of  his  majefty,  but  has  been, 
in  the  firft  inftance,  and  absolutely, 
precluded  by  the  a£l  of  the  French 
government. 

It  arifes  exclufively  from  the  de¬ 
termination  of  that  government  to 
reject  ail  means  of  peace,  —  a  deter¬ 
mination  which  appeared  but  too 
ftrongly  on  all  the  preliminary  dif- 
cufiions;  which  was  clearly  mani- 
fefted  in  the  demand  of  an  ulti¬ 
matum  made  in  the  very  outfet  of 
the  negotiation,  but  which  is  prov¬ 
ed  beyond  all  poftibility  of  doubt 
by  the  obflinate  adherence  to  a 
claim  which  never  can  be  admit¬ 
ted, —  a  claim  that  the  conftruCtion 
which  that  government  affeCts  to 
put  (though  even  in  that  refpeCl 
unfupported  by  the  fad)  on  the 
internal  conftitution  of  its  own 
country,  {hall  be  received  by  all 
other  nations  as  paramount  to  eve¬ 
ry  known  principle  of  public  law 
in  Europe,  as  fuperior  to  the  obli¬ 
gations  of  treaties,  to  the  ties  of 
common  intereft,  to  the  moll 
preffing  and  urgent  confiderations 
of  general  fecurity. 

On  fuch  grounds  it  is  that  the 
French  government  has  abruptly 
terminated  a  negotiation,  which  it 
commenced  with  reluctance,  and 
conducted  with  every  indication  to 
prevent  its  final  fuccefs.  On  thefe 
motives  it  is  that  the  farther  effufion 
of  blood,  the  continued  calamities 
of  war,  the^interruptions  of  peace¬ 
able  and  friendly  intercourfe  a- 
mong  mankind,  the  prolonged  di- 
ftreftes  of  Europe,  and  the  accumu¬ 
lated  miferies  ©f  France  itfelf,  are 
by  the  government  of  that  country 
to  be  juftified  to  the  world. 

His  majefty,  who  had  entered 
into  the  negotiation  with  good 
faith,  who  has  buffered  no  impedi¬ 
ment  to  prevent  his  profecuting  it 
with  earneftnefs  and  ftncerity,  has 
pow  only  to  lament  its  abrupt  ter¬ 


mination,  and  renew,  in  the  face 
of  all  Europe,  the  fole'mn  decla¬ 
ration,  that,  whenever  his  enemies 
{hall  be  difpofed  to  enter  on  the 
work  of  a  general  pacification,  in 
a  fpirit  of  conciliation  and  equity, 
nothing  {hall  be  wanting  on  his 
part  to  contribute  to  the  accom- 
pliftiment  of  that  great  objeCI,  with 
a  view  to  which  he  has  (^already 
offered  fuch  confiderable  facrifices 
on  his  part,  and  which  is  now  re¬ 
tarded  only  by  the  exorbitant  pre- 
tenfions  of  his  enemies. 

Wejlminjler ,  Dec.  27,  1796. 


Declaration  of  the  Whig  Club ,  met  to 
ajfociate  for  the  Repeal  of  the 
Treafon  and  Sedition  Bills . 

At  a  meeting  of  the  general  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Whig  Club,  held  at 
the  Shakfpeare  tavern,  on  Satur¬ 
day  Jan.  23,  1796, 

The  right  honourable  Charles  James 
Fox  in  the  chair, 

Refolved,  that  tiie  following  de¬ 
claration  be  adopted  and  publiihed, 
as 

The  Declaration  of  the  Whig  Club. 

When  a  fociety  of  private  men 
feel  themfelves  bound  to  propofe  a 
great  national  meafure  to  the  peo¬ 
ple,  juftice  to  their  own  character, 
and  refpeCt  for  the  public  judg¬ 
ment,  require  that  they  ftiould 
make  known  the  reafons  which 
have  moved  them  to  fuch  a  pro¬ 
ceeding.  We  coufefs  that  it  13 
and  ought  to  be  unufual,  becaufe 
it  can  be  juftified  by  no  ordinary 
circumftances ;  but  we  think  that 
the  fituation  of  the  country  no 
longer  permits  us  to  confide  the 
fupport  of  our  principles  to  the  in¬ 
dividual  exertions  of  our  members. 
The  Whig  Club,  invariably  ad- 
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Bering  to  the  principles  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  conftitution  as  eftablifhed  at 
the  revolution,  cannot  be  uncon¬ 
cerned  fpedtators  of  the  definition 
of  the  rooft  important  fecurities  of 
public  liberty  which  were  provided 
at  that  glorious  aera-  The  eonfti- 
tution  can,  in  our  judgment,  now 
only  be  reftored  by  the  exercife  of 
that  juft  authority  which  the  na¬ 
tional  opinion  muft  ever  poflefs 
over  the  proceedings  of  the  legis¬ 
lature.  We  therefore  deem  it  our 
duty,  by  every  means  which  yet 
are  legal,  t.o  appeal  to  the  judgment 
of  the  people,  and  to  procure  a  de¬ 
claration  of  their  opinion.  With 
this  view,  we  have  invited  opr 
fellow -fubjedls  to  affociate  for  ob¬ 
taining  the  repeal  of  two  ftatutes 
palled  in  the  prefent  feffion  of  par¬ 
liament. 

In  one  of  thefe  ftatutes,  we  fee 
public  aflemblies  of  Britifh  fubje&s, 
though  their  proceedings  fbould  bp 
the  moft  orderly  and  peaceable,  and 
their  object  unqueftionably  legal, 
fettered  by  reftriitions  hitherto  un¬ 
known  to  the  law  and  practice  of 
this  kingdom.  Thofie  meetings 
which  fhall  not  fvibmjt  to  thefe  new 
and  disgraceful  conditions,  are  fub- 
jyfled  to  difperlion  under  pain  of 
death;  and  thofe  which  ftiall  be 
held  in  compliance  with  them  are 
made  liable  to  fuch  perpetual  and 
vexatious  interruption  at  the  dif- 
cretion  of  magiftrates,  that  there 
never  can  be  wanting  an  opportu¬ 
nity  for  difhirbing  their  delibera¬ 
tions,  and  defeating  their  objects. 
Such  a  law  we  cannot  but  regard  as 
repugnant  to  the  genius  and  cha¬ 
racter  of  this  free  nation.  The  con¬ 
ftitution  of  Great  Britain  is  efta- 
b:ifhed  on  the  confent  and  affection 
of  the  people,  and  can  only  reft, 
with  dignity  or  fafety,  on  thofe 
genuine  foundations  of  all  focial 
authority.  When  purely  admini- 
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ftered,  it  will  ever  make  itfelf  re- 
fpefled  by  its  own  beneficence  and 
juftice.  It  has  for  ages  inftru&ed 
the  world  by  the  example  of  a  go¬ 
vernment  which  builds  its  ftrength 
only  on  its  juftice,  and  fecures  the 
obedience  of  its  fubjedts  by  their 
love  of  liberty.  It  can  neither  re¬ 
quire  the  aid  of  a  fvftem  of  con* 
ftraint  and  terror,  nor  even  receive 
it  without  danger  of  definition. 
Its  ruling  principle  is  the  right  of 
the  people  to  manifeft  their  opinion 
on  their  public  concerns ;  a  right 
of  which  the  frequent,  unreftrain- 
ed,  and  fearlefs  exertion,  can  alone 
create  and  preferve  in  a  people  that 
free  fpirit  and  confcjous  indepen¬ 
dence,  without  which  the  forms  of 
a  free  conftitution  are  worthlefs  and 
unavailing.  This  right  alone 
guards  and  protects  the  fecure  en- 
jovment  of  every  other  privilege. 
The  houfe  of  commons  is  our  fe- 
curity  againft  the  encroachments 
of  the  crown.  The  king’s  prero¬ 
gatives,  and  the  privileges  of  the 
houfe  of  peers,  are  our  fecurities 
againft  our  own  reprefentatives. 
But  no  human  vrifdom  can  provide 
any  fafeguard  againft  a  poftible  com¬ 
bination  qf  all  the  branches  of  the 
jegitlature  to  opprefs  or  betray  the 
community,  but  by  enabling  the 
great  body  of  the  nation  freely  t<j> 
pronounce  their  opinion  on  the 
ats  and  meafures  of  government 
by  petition  and  remonftrance  to 
the  king,  or  either  houfe  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  by  fpeech  and  publir 
cation  to  their  fellow-fubjets,  un* 
fettered  by  any  previous  reftraint, 
and  fubjet  only  to  the  animad- 
verfion  of  the  law  on  thofe  overt 
acfts  of  treafon,  tumult,  ciifordef, 
or  fedition,  which  may  be  com? 
mitted  by  individuals  under  pre¬ 
tence  of  exercifing  thefe  invaluable 
rights.  This  unreftrained  com- 
munication  of  opinion  is  at  one* 
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the  only  check  to  which  it  is  pof- 
fible  to  fubjed  fupreme  power,  and 
the  wifeft  means  for  averting  po¬ 
pular  violences.  To  watch  the 
exeivife  of  thefe  rights  with  fuf- 
picion,  to  clog  it  with  jealous  and 
ignominious  conditions,  and,  above 
all,  to  fubjed  it  to  the  arbitrary 
discretion  of  magiftrates  appointed 
by  the  crown,  is  to  break  that  fpi- 
rit  from  which  fuch  privileges  de¬ 
rive  their  whole  ufe  and  value. 
To  impofe  on  them  any  previous 
reftraint,  is  fubllantially  to  take 
them  away.  They  cannot  be  fo 
retrained  without  being  reduced 
fo  a  dependance  on  the  pleafure  of 
that  very  authority  upon  which 
they  are  to  operate  as  a  controui, 
and  againft  which  they  are  referved 
as  a  fecurity.  To  reftrain  is  there¬ 
fore  to  deftroy  them. 

But  the  provident  wifdom  of  our 
anceftors  did  not  leave  thefe  facred 
privileges  to  reft  on  the  mere  foun- 
dation  of  their  own  juftice  and  ne- 
peflity.  They  were  folemnly  a f 
ferted  at  the  revolution  in  the  in- 
ftance  of  petition,  where  they  had 
been  recently  violated.  The  great 
ftatefmen  and  lawyers  who  framed 
the  Declaration  of  Rights,  when 
they  averted  the  right  oi  the  people 
to  petition,  did,  by  necelfary  impli¬ 
cation,  alfo  aflert  their  right  of 
aljembling  to  confider  fuch  matters 
as  might  legally  be  the  fubjed  of 
petition.  The  aftertion  of  a  right 
comprehends  that  of  the  means 
which  are  neceftary  for  its  exercife. 
The  reftraints  of  the  prefent  ftatute, 
therefore,  in  our  opinion,  amount 
to  an  abrogation  of  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  article  in  that  folemn  corn- 
pad  between  the  Britifli  nation  and 
the  new  race  of  princes  whom  it 
faifed  to  the  throne. 

.Thoygh  the  other  ftatute  of 
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which  we  complain  be  fpedoufly 
intitled  “  An  ad  for  the  fafety  and 
prefervation  of  his  majefty’s  perfon 
and  government, ’’we  are  confident 
that  by  our  oppofition  to  it  we? 
ftiall  not  incur  the  imputation  of 
difloyalty  among  honouiable  and 
reafonable  men.  We  hav^ormed 
our  principles  of  loyalty  upon  thefe 
of  a  parliament  which  had  recent 
and  ample  experience  of  the  effed 
of  fanguinarv  laws;  and  we  ftiall 
deliver  the  declaration  in  the  me¬ 
morable  language  of  their  record— 
“  The  ftate  of  every  king,  ruler* 
and  governor  of  every  realm,  do^» 
minion,  or  commonalty,  ftandeth 
and  confifteth  more  affured  by  the 
love  and  favour  of  the  fubjeds- 
towards  their  fovereign  ruler  or 
governor,  than  in  the  dread  and 
fear  of  laws  made  with  rigorous 
pains  and  extreme  puniibment  *,»* 
Guided  bv  this  principle  of  qur 
anceftors,  which  appears  to  us  t<* 
be  as  full  of  truth  and  wifdom  a$ 
of  humanity,  we  cannot  view  with- 
out  alarm  an  attempt  to  remove 
thofe  boundaries  of  trealon  which 
were  afcertained  and  eftablifhed  by 
the  ad  of  king  Edward  the  Third*; 
a  law  which  has  been  endeared  to  < 
Engliihmen  by  tjie  experience  of 
four  centuries;  by  a  recoiledioa 
of  the  peace  and  happinefs  which 
have  ever  prevailed  in  thofe  fortu¬ 
nate  periods  when  it  was  obferved ; 
by  a  review  of  that  opprellion  of 
innocence,  and  infecurity  of  go¬ 
vernment,  which  have  alnioft  uni- 
Verfally  accompanied  01*  followed, 
every  departure  from  its  ft  rid  let¬ 
ter;  and  by  the  zeal  and  ardour 
with  which  fo  many  fucceffive 
parliaments,  after  experience  of  the 
mifchiefs  of  fuch  deviations,  have 
recurred,  as  to  a  refuge  from  thefe 
miferies,  to  the  fimplicity,  preci- 
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fion,  and  humane  forbearance  of 
that  venerable  ftatute. 

Another  claufe  of  the  fame  ad, 
which  authorizes  the  punifliment  of 
tranfportation  on  the  fecond  con¬ 
viction,  even  for  words  fpoken, 
appears  to  us  equally  repugnant  to 
the  mck'iful  fpirit  of  the  law  of 
Engteftd.  By  applying  the  pu'ni  fo¬ 
ment  of  felony  to  a  mifdemeanor 
frequently  of  no  very  aggravated 
guilt,  it  converts  what  was  defigned 
as  the  chaftifement  of  profligate 
and  dangerous  offenders  into  an 
engine  by  which  a  minifler  may 
crufh  his  political  opponents. 

The  infliction  of  cruel  and  un* 
ufual  punifliment  is  prohibited  by 
the  tenth  claufe  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights;  and  although  that  claufe 
was  undoubtedly  pointed  at  the 
then  recent  abufe  of  judicial  di(- 
cretion  in  the  cafes  of  Hate  offend¬ 
ers,  yet  it  is  founded  on  a  prin¬ 
ciple  which  condemns  the  legifla- 
tive  introduction  of  a  pimifhment 
Hill  more  cruel  and  unufual  than 
any  which  is  recorded  even  in  the 
deteftable  annals  of  the  ftar-cham- 
ber. 

It  is  indeed  a  punilhment  which, 
in  tile,  feelings  and  apprehenfions 
of  thofe  who  are  likely  to  be  the 
objefb  of  the  vengeance  of  power, 
is  fcarce  inferior  to  death.  Had  it 
in  former  times  been  fanCtioned  by 
the  legiffat ure,  it  might  have  fub- 
jeCfed  the  moft  iiluftrious  affertors 
of  our  liberties,  a  Locke  or  a 
Somers,  to  the  combined  miferies 
of  banifhment,  imprifonment,  and 
flavery,  in  a  barbarous  country, 
with  a  gang  of  outcafts  and  felons. 
Removed  from  the  view  of  their 
fellow  fubjeCls,  their  fufferings  in 
a  remote  region  are  forgotten  or 
unknown,  and  their  fpirit  is  no 
longer  fupported  by  that  confo- 
lation  which  they  might  otherwife 
have  found  in  general  fympathy  for 
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an  unjuft  con  vision  or  a  criul  pu 
nifliment,  while  didance  and  6bli 
vion  deliver  the  agents  of  powe 
from  that  dread  of  public  obfer 
ration  and  refentment,  which  is  f< 
wholefome  and  neceffary  a  checl 
on  the  tyrannical  exercife  of  au 
thority.  The  fame  rigour,  which 
if  pra&ifed  at  home,  would  fprea< 
the  alarm  of  tyranny,  throughoU 
the  nation,  may  be  infli£ted  in  ; 
diftant  exile  without  odium  o 
danger.  It  is  the  nature  of  tbi 
punifttment  to  be  at  once  the  moi 
fafe  for  thofe  who  inflict,  and  th 
moft  cruel  to  thofe  who  fuffer  it 
to  deprive  the  oppreffed  of  confo 
lation,  and  to  deliver  the  oppreffo 
from  reftraint. 

The  authors  of  thefe  ftatutes  dc 
indeed,  exprefsly  admit  that  the; 
materially  reftrain  the  liberty  of  th 
fubjedt;  but  they  contend  that  fuc' 
rertraints  are  neceffary,  and  that,  i 
neceffary,  they  are  juft. 

We  do  not  affirm  that  genen 
principles  are  never  in  any  degre 
to  give  way  to  the  exigency  of  cir 
cumftances.  But  we  affert  tha 
the  right  of  difcuflion  and  remon 
ftrance  is  fo  effenftal  to  the  con 
ftitution,  that  it  cannot  be  con 
trouled  or  reftrained  without  a  fur 
render  of  the  conftitution  itfel; 
When  pleas  of  neceffity  are  urged 
let  it  never  be  forgotten  that  plea 
of  neceffity  are  the  ready  inftru 
ments  and  common  juftifications  c 
power  without  right,  and  that  th 
means  by  which  nations  are  en 
(laved  have  ever  been, pretended  t 
be  neceffary  to  their  fecurity.  W 
never  can  admit  that  the  delin 
quency  of  individuals  ought  t 
work  a  forfeiture  of  the  liberties  c 
a  nation.  A  neceffity  for  new  re 
(train ts  and  penalties  could  onl 
have  arifen  in  the  prefent  inftance 
from  the  inadequacy  of  the  law 
which  we  on  our  part  utterly  denj 
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— which  neither  has  been  nor  can 
be  proved,  and  which  the  preambles 
of  thefe  a<fts  themfelves  do  not  even 
venture  to  affert,  Laws  fuch  as 
thefe  we  fhould  have  felt  it  our 
duty,  at  all  times,  moft  ftrenuoufly 
to  have  oppofed.  But  there  are 
many  circumftances  peculiar  to  the 
prefent  time,  which  appear  to  us 
greatly  to  aggravate  their  malignity 
and  danger.  We  cannot  forget 
the  fyftem  of  meafures  of  which 
they  are  a  part, — the  difpofition 
from  which  they  appear  to  flow, 

• — the  reafons  by  which  they  are 
fupported,  — and  the  confequences 
to  which  they  feem  intended  to 
lead. 

They  originate  with  minifters 
who  are  making  daily  encroach¬ 
ments  on  the  conftitution,  wrho 
patronize  the  diffemination  of  opi¬ 
nions  which  tend  to  its  fubverfion, 
and  who  have  never  fpared.any 
rigour  of  political  perfecution,  to 
crufh  that  freedom  of  difcuflion 
which  endangered  their  own  power. 
They  are  attempted  to  be  juftified 
bn  principles  fruitful  in  future  en¬ 
croachments  on  libertv,  and  bv 
reafons  which,  if  they  were  valid, 
would  compel  us  to  conclude  that 
the  free  conftitution  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  is  no  longer  compatible  with 
Its  quiet,  and  that  our  only  refuge 
from  anarchy  is  in  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  defpotifm.  They  are  in¬ 
troduced  in  the  midft  of  a  calami¬ 
tous  war,  when  the  folicitude  of 
many  good  men  for  liberty  has 
been  weakened  by  an  artfully  ex¬ 
cited  dread  of  confufion,  and  when 
the  overgrow- n  influence  of  the 
.  crown  receives  continual  acceflions 
of  ftrength  from  the  burthens  and 
diftreftes  of  the  people.  They  are 
the  meafures  of  men,  who,  by  an 
unexampled  wafte  of  public  money, 
have  acquired  unbounded  means  of 
corruption.  They  have  been  pafled 
J \ '  '  \ ' 


into  laws  when  a  Handing-  army# 
great  beyond  example,  is  kept  up 
in  the  heart  of  the  kingdom;  when 
an  attempt  is  fyftematically,  though, 
we  truft,  vainly,  purfued  to  divide 
the  foldiery  from  their  fellow-fub- 
je<fts;  at  a  time  when  every  effort 
has  been  employed  to'  fubdue  the 
fpirit  of  the  people*  to  pervert  their 
opinions,  and  to  render  their  molt 
virtuous  feelings  fubfervient  to  the 
defigns  of  their  oppreflbrs.  Thus 
poftefled  of  the  combined  influence 
of  delufion,  corruption,  and  terror, 
the  framers  of  thefe  a6ls  feem  to 
have  thought  the  favourable  mo¬ 
ment  at  length  arrived  for  fecuring 
impunity  to  their  own  offences, 
and  permanence  to  the  corruptions 
and  abufes  of  government,  by  im- 
poling  fllence  on  the  people.  This 
project  has  hitherto  been  fuccefs- 
ful.  By  the  extenfion.  of  the  -law 
of  treafon,  and  by  the  combination 
of  vague  description  with  cruel  pu- 
nifliment  in  other  ftate  offences, 
minifters  have  gained  the  moft  for¬ 
midable  engine -of  political  perfe¬ 
ction  that  can  be  poffefled  by  a 
government.  .By  reftraints, amount¬ 
ing  almoft  to  prohibition,  on  the? 
right  of  the  people  to  affemble,  to 
deliberate,  and  to  petition,  they 
have  fhaken  the  {Security  of  every4 
other  civil  and  political  privilege. 

In  this  awful  conjun6lure,  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  us  to  be  the  duty  of  every 
man  who  wifh.es  to  fee, his  country 
neither  fubmitted  to  the  yoke  of 
flav.ery,  nor  expofed  to  the  dread¬ 
ful  neceifity  of  appealing  to  force 
for  the  .recovery  of  its  liberties,  to 
unite  in  a  refpedtful  but  firm  appli¬ 
cation  to  the  legiflature,  for  the  de¬ 
finition  of  thefe  alarming  inno¬ 
vations,  and  the  reftoration  of  the 
ancient  free  conftitution  of  Great 
Britain.  We  cannot  think  that 
fuch  an  effort  will  be  unfticcefsful. 
The  ufurpations  on  our  rights  are 

yet 
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Yet  recent  and  immature.  The  do  foltmnly  engage  and  pledge  ourfelvet 
fpirit  6f  this  nation  is  not,  as  ltd-  to  each  other  and  to  our  country ,  to  cm- 
iiifters  may  have  too  haflily  fup-  ploy  every  legal  and  confiitutional  ef~ 
pofed,  extinct;  and  prudence  itfelf  fort  to  obtain  the  repeal of  two  fiatutes , 
Will  not  fuffer  the  legiflature  to  the  one  entitled  “  An  Aft  for  the  more 
defpife  the  collective  opinion  of  effectual  preventing  /editions  Meetings 
the  people.  and  AJfemblies the  other  u  An  Aft 

They  will  rather,  we  tnift,  imi-  for  the  Safety  and  Prefirvation  of  his 
fate  the  condud  of  that  wife  par-  Majeftfs  Perfon  and  Government , 
liament,  whofe  language  we  have  againjl  Tteafonable  and  Seditious 
already  quoted,  and,  like  them,  de*  Prdftices  and  Attempts  fiatutes 
dare,  that  u  tr tiding  his  majefty's  nvhtch  we  hold  to  be  fubverfive  of  the 
loving  fubje&s  will,  for  his  cle-  ancient  and  undoubted  liberties  of 
mency  to  them  (hewed,  love,  ferve,  Englifkmen ,  as  claimed ,  demanded^ 
and  obey  him  the  more  heartily  and  and  inf fled  upon ,  at  the  glorious  Revo - 
faithfully,  than  for  dread  and  fear  luiion  in  1688,  and  finally  declared ^ 
of  pains  of  body,  his  majefty  is  ajfertcdi  and  confirmed^  by  the  BUI  of 
contented  and  pleafed  that  the  fe-  Rights . 

verity  of  fuch  like  extreme,  dan-  Refolved,  that  the  feled  com- 
gerous,  and  painful  laws,  (hall  be  mittee  do  take  fuch  fteps  as  they 
abolilhed,  annulled,  and  made  fruf-  fliap  think  neceflary  to  forward  the 
trate  and  Void  .”  obje&s  of  this  aflbeiation*  and  that 

To  obtain  this  happy  refult,  and  tbey  do  from  time  to  time  adver- 
to  prepare  the  way  for  fuch  an  tjfe  the  fame  tbe  public  papers. 

application  to  parliament  by  pen-  (Signed)  C.  T.  Fox, 

tion,  as  may  carry  with  it  the  v  &  ' 

weight  and  authority  of  the  national 
opinion,  We  have  invited  our  fel¬ 
low  fubjeCts  to  unite  in  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  every  lawful  means 
for  procuring  a  repeal  of  thefe 
ads. 

The  meafure  which  we  propofe 
is  unqueftionably  legal  and  confti- 
tutional  ;  and  it  appears  t6  us  to  be 
not  only  juftified,  but  called  for,  by  The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lord 
the  exigency  of  the  times.  When  Mayor,  Aldermen, and  Commons 
2 ad  men  Conspire,  good  men  of  the  City  of  London,  in  Com- 
MUST  associate,  mfrn  Council  aflembled. 

Refolved,  that  the  following  be  Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

We  your  majefty’s  moft  dutiful 
FORM  OF  ASSOCIATION.  and  J0yal  fubjeds,  the  lord  mayor, 
Wcy  whofe  namei  are  hereunto  fub -  aldermen,  and  commons  of  the  city 
feribed ,  calling  to  mind  the  virtuous  of  London,  in  common  council 
and  memorable  exertions  of  our  ancef-  aflembled,  humbly  approach  the 
tors  in  all  paft  ages ,  for  the  public  throne  with  our  fincereft  congratu- 
hapbinefs  and  frecdotn  <f  this  nation^  latious  on  the  fafe  delivery  of  her 


Addrefs  of  the  City  of  London  to  his 
Majefty  on  the  fafe  Delivery  of  the 
Princefs  of  Wales y  and  the  Birth 
of  a  Princefs . 

To  the  King’s  moft  excellent  Ma¬ 
jefty. 


1  M*r.  c.  1* 
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frGyal  highnefs  theprincefsof  Wales, 
and  the  birth  of  a  princefs. 

Deeply  fenfible  of  the  true  and 
fubftantial  bleffings  which  we  expe¬ 
rience  under  your  majefty’s  mild 
and  paternal  government,  as.effen- 
tial  to  the  prefervation  of  the  reli¬ 
gion,  laws,. and  liberties  of  all  your 
majefty’s  fubje<5ts, . 

Your  faithft.il  citizens  of  London 
muft  feel  themfelves highly  intereft- 
ed  in  an  event  which  directly  tends 
to  fecure  to  Britain  the  fuccelEon 
of  your  illuftrious  race  on  the 
throne  of  their  anceftors. 

Imprefied  as  we  are  with  fuch 
fentiments  of  loyalty  and  attach¬ 
ment  to  your  royal  houfe,  it  will  be 
equally  our  duty  and  delight  to  pro¬ 
mote  within  our  feveral  fpheres'  a 
grateful  veneration  for  your  ma¬ 
jefty’s  facred  perfon  and  govern¬ 
ment,^ — aduefubmiffion  and  refpe<ft 
for  the  laws  of  our  country,  and*  a 
ffedfaft  zeal  to  preferve  the  tran¬ 
quillity  of  the  empire,  as  the  fun¬ 
damental  prote&ion  of  the  invalu¬ 
able  privileges  we  enjoy. 

His  Majefty' s  Anfwer . 

I  thank  you  for  this  dutiful  and 
loyal  addrefs,  and  for  your  congra¬ 
tulations  on  the  birth  of  a  prin¬ 
cefs. 

The  repeated  inftances  which  I 
have  received  of  your  attachment 
to  my  perfon,  family,  and  govern¬ 
ment,  are  highly  fatisfa&ory  to 

me.  * 


May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

We  his  majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and 
loyal  fubje&s,  the  lord  mayor,  alder¬ 
men,  and  commons  of  the  city  of 
London,  in  common  council  aft 
fembled,  beg  leave  to  congratulate 
your  majefty  upon  the  fafe  delivery 
of  her  royal  highnefs  the  princefs 
of  Wales,  and  the  birth  of  a  prin- 
cefs. 

1  he  citizens  of  London  feel  the 
m  o  ft  li  v  el  v  fe  n  ri  m  e  n  ts  of j  ay  o  n  every 
occafion  which  contributes  to  your 
majefty’s  domeftic  felicity ;  and  the 
facred  line  of  fucceffion  to  the 
throne  of  thele  kingdoms,  thus  pre- 
ferved,  forms  a  very  material  por-f 
tion  of  their  happinefs- — confciouSi 
as  they  are,  that  no  advantage  wil? 
be  wanting  to  form  her  infant 
mind  after  the  virtuous  example  of 
the  illuftrious  females  of  yOur  ma¬ 
jefty’s  royal  houfe.  * 

.  That  your  majefty  may  be  long 
fpared  to  witnefs  the  growth  of 
thofe  tranfeendant  virtues,  of  which 
your  majefty  forms  fb  eminent  a 
pattern,  is  the  fincere  prayer  of  the 
loyal  citizens  of  London." 

Her  Majefty' s  Anfwer. 

X  return  you  my  fin  cere  thanks 
for  your  congratulations  on  the 
birth  of  a  princefs ;  and  I  cannpt 
but  be  very  fenfible  of  thofe  cor¬ 
dial  expreffions  of  attention  to  me 
with  which  they  are  accompanied# 


A ild refs  of  the  City  of  London  to  her 
Majefty  on  the  fame  Occafon. 

To  the  Queen’s  moft  excellent  Ma-» 
jefty. 

The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons 
©f  the  City  of  London,  in  Com- 
flaoa  Council  aflembled. 


Copy  of  a  Circular  Letter  from  the 
Duke  of  Portland  to  the  Lieutenants 
cf  Counties  on  the  Sc  a' Co  aft,  dated 
f Whitehall ,  November  5,  1796. 

My  Lord, 

_  As  it  would  materially  add  to  the 
difficulties  which  already  oppofe 
themfelves  to  any  attempts  which 
it  is  poffible  the  enemy  may  be  in¬ 
duced  to  make  upon  our  coaft,  if 
the  live  and  dead  flock  of  individu¬ 
al 
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als  redding  near  the  fea-coaft  was 
capable  <5f  being  inftantly  removed 
and  fecured  for  the  benefit  of  the 
proprietors,  I  am  commanded  to  re¬ 
commend  it  to  your  lordfliip  to 
exert  your  influence  in  caufing  to 
be  made  out,  as  fpeedily  as  pofiible, 
an  account  of  live  and  dead  flock, 
in  fuch  of  the  parifties  of  the 
county  of  Suflex  as  are  within  ten 
or  twelve  miles  of  the  fea. 

With  refpedl  to  the  mode  of  mak¬ 
ing  out  the  account  required,  I  take 
this  opportunity  of  tranfmitting  to 
your  lordfliip  the  form  in  which  it 
has  been  executed  by  the  voluntary 
exertions  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
county  of  Dorfet ;  and  {hall  beg  to 
fubmit  it  for  your  lordflrip’s  confi- 
derationand  adoption,  unlefs  where 
it  may  be  found  neceflary  to  deviate 
from  it,  in  confequence  of  local 
circumflances  and  fituations. 

With  refpedt  to  the  mode  in 
which  it  is  propofed  to  remove  fuch 
live  and  dead  flock  in  cafe  it  fliould 
be  neceflary,  your  lordfliip  will 
communicate  with  the  commander 
in  chief  of  the  diftridt  in  which  the 
county  of  Suflex  lies,  and  will  con¬ 
cert  with  him  fuch  previous  mea- 
fures  for  this  purpofe  as  may  be 
judged  requifite. 

.  The  meeting  which  I  havedefir- 
ed  your  lordfliip  to  call  on  the  fub- 
jedt  of  my  circular  letter  of  this 
day’s  date,  will  afford  you  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  fubmitting  this  letter 
to  the  conflderation  of  the  deputy- 
lieutenants  and  the  magiftracy  of 
the  county  of  Suflex,  and  will  con- 
fequently  lead  to  the  immediate  ad¬ 
option  of  fuch  meafures  as  {hail 
be  neceflary  to  enable  the  return  to 
be  made,  which  I  am  perfuaded 
your  lordfliip  will  be  of  opinion  is 
io  much  to  be  wiflied  for. 

I  am  further  to  inform  your  lord - 
fhip,  that  the  lords  commiflioners 
©f  the  treafury  have  received  his 
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majefty’s  pleafure,  that  they  (houlc 
take  fuch  previous  meafures  as  maj 
be  neceflary  for  defraying  any  ex 
pences  which  may  arife,  in  confe 
quence  of  fuch  poffible  removal  o 
live  and  dead  flock  as  I  have  fup 
pofed,  as  well  as  of  any  particula: 
lofles  which  may  eventually  be  oc 
cafloned  thereby. 

Although  this  circumftance  i: 
fuch  as  muft  obviate  every  poflibh 
objection  to  the  meafure,  I  am  ne 
verthelefs  confident,  that  all  thofi 
whom  it  may  concern  would,  ex 
clufively  of  every  perfonal  confide 
ration  or  motive,  join  with  the  ut 
moft  alacrity  in  the  execution  of  < 
meafure  which  has  for  its  objedi 
the  general  fafety  of  the  country. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &• c. 

Portland 


A  ’Proclamation  of  his  Excellency  th 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  agaiff, 
illegal  and  treafoncihle  AJfociations . 

Cammn, 

Whereas  we  have  received  infor¬ 
mation,  that  divers  ill-affedted  per- 
fons  have  entered  into  illegal  anc 
treafonable  aflociations,  in  fevera] 
parts  of  the  counties  of  Antrim. 
Down,  Tyrone,  Londonderry,  anc 
Armagh,  to  fubvert  the  eftablifhed 
government  of  this  kingdorp ;  and 
for  the  effecting,  fuch  their  « trea¬ 
fonable  purpofes,  have  aflaflinated 
divers  of  his  majefty’s  faithful  and 
loyal  fubjedts,  who  have  endea¬ 
voured,  and  threaten  to  aflaffinate 
others  who  {hall  endeavour,  to  de¬ 
tect  or  fupprefs  their  treafon  f  and 
in  further  profecution  of  their  de- 
figns,  have  endeavoured  to  deter 
his  majefty’s  loyal  fubjedts  from  in- 
rolling  themfeives  under  officer* 
commiflioned  by  his  majefty  for  th< 
defence  of  this  kingdom,  during 

the  prefent  war,  by  maiming  an< 

de 
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ftroying  their  cattle,  and  by  af- 
ulting  and  wantonly  wounding 
ie  perfon,  avowedly  becaufe  he 
d  inroiled  himfelf,  and  by  threat- 
ing  affaffination  againft-all  per¬ 
ns  who  fla o n Id  fo  inroll  them- 
ves;  and  in  further  profecution 
fuch  their  purpofes,  have,  by  fe- 
nious  and  other  illegal  means,  en- 
avoured  fecretly  to  procure  am- 
anition  and  other  warlike  (lores ; 
d  particularly,  that  fev'eral  evii- 
fpofed  perfons  lately  broke  into 
ie  of  his  majefty’s  (lores  in  the 
wn  of  Belfafl,  in  the  county  of 
ntrim,  and  thereouf  took  arid 
rried  away  ten  barrels  of  gun- 
wder. 

And  whereas  we  have  alfo  receiv- 
, information,  that,  on  T uefday  the 
:  of  No  vember  infcant,  a  confi- 
rable  number  of  armed  men,  af- 
ciated  in  the  aforefaid  treafonable 
nfpiracies,  entered  the  town  of 
ewarftown,  in  the  county  of  Ty¬ 
ne,  and  cut  and  maimed  feveral 
the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  the 
id  town,  who  had  refufed  to  join 
their  ariociations,  and  who  had 
;reed  to  inroll  themfelves  in  the 
'rps  under  officers  to  be  commif- 
>ned  by  his  majeilv,  for  the  pre- 
rvation  of  the  public  peace,  and 
r  the  protection1  of  the  kingdom 
;ainfl  foreign  invafion. 

And  whereas  we  have  alfo  re¬ 
ived  information,  that,  in  further 
‘ofecution  of  the  faid  treafonable 
trpofes,  many  large  bodies  of 
en  have  aflembled,  and  arraved 
lemfelves,  and  marched  in  mill- 
ry  order,  and  with  military  rim- 
h  through  feveral  parts  of  the 
id  diflricts,  under  pretence  of 
vmg  corn,  and  digging  potatoes, 
hough  they  far  exceeded  the  nnm- 
2r  neceriary  to  be  employed  in 
ich  fervice)  to  the  very  great  ter- 
)r  °f  the  loyal  and  faithful  fub- 
:&s  of  his  majelly, 
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And  whereas  fuch  treafonable 
outrages  have  cau fed  well-ground¬ 
ed  alarms  in  the  minds  of  his  ma» 
jelly’s  faithful  fubjedls,'  and  are  of 
the  moft  dangerous  and  pernicious 
tendency. 

Now  we,'  the' lord  lieutenant  and 
privy  council,  being  determined  to 
maintain  the  public  peace,'  and  to 
afford  protection  to  all  his  majeily’e 
loyal  fubjects,  and  immediately  and 
effectually  to  exercife  all  powers 
with  which  the  conriitution  has  in- 
veiled  us  for  thefe  purpofes,  da 
forewarn  all  perfons  of  the  danger 
they  may  incur,  and,  on  their  alle¬ 
giance,  charge  them  to  delift  from 
fuch  treafonable  practices. 

And  we  do  hereby  llrictly  charge 
and  command  all  mayors,  fheriffs, 
juflices  of  the  peace,  and  other 
peace  officers,  and  all  officers  civil 
and  military  in  this  kingdom,  and 
all  other  his  majeft’y’s  loving  fub¬ 
jects,  as  they  tender  their  allegiance 
to  his  majelly,  and  their  own  fafety, 
to  ule  their  bell  endeavours  to  pre¬ 
vent,  and,  where  that  cannot  be 
done,  to  difeover  and  bring  to  juf- 
tiee  thofe  concerned  in  the  aforefaid 
practices;  and  to  prevent  and  di- 
iperfe  all  treafonable,  feditious,  or 
unlawful  affemblies ;  the  neceflary 
orders  having  been  already  iffued 
to  the  feveral  officers  of  his  ma- 
jellv’s  forces  in  this  kingdom,  to  be 
aiding  and  affilling  to  the  civil  ma* 
gillrates  in  the  execution  of  their 
duties  for  that  purpofe. 

Given  at  the  council  chamber  in 
Dublin,  the  6th  day  of  No¬ 
vember,  1796* 


A  Proclamation  by  the  Lord  Ueu te¬ 
nant  and  Council  of  Ireland ,  de~ 
c  aring  certain  Parts  of  the  Couiirv 
of  Down  in  a  State  of  Dijiurtrance • 


Camden. 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  parliament 
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parted  in  this  kingdom,  in  the  36th 
y$ar  of  his  majefty’s  reign,  intitul¬ 
ed,  “  An  A6t  more  effectually  to 
fupprefs  Infurredtions,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  Difturbance  of  the  public 
Peace,”  it  is  enacted,  that  it  {hall  be 
.  lawful  forthe  juftices  ofthe  peace, of 
any  county,  afonblcd  at  a  fpecial 
feffion  in  manner  by  the  faid  act  di¬ 
rected,  not  being  fewer  than  feven, 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  one  of 
whom  to  be  of  the  quorum,  if  they 
judge  fit,  upon  due  confideration 
of  the  Hate  of  the  county,  to  fig- 
hify  by  memorial,  by  them  figned, 
to  the  lord  lieutenant,  or  other  chief 
governor  or  governors  of  this  king¬ 
dom,  that  they  confider  their  county, 
or  any  part  thereof,  to  be  in  a  ftate 
of  difturbance,  or  in  immediate  dan¬ 
ger  of  becoming  lo,  and  praying 
that  the  lord  lieutenant  and  council 
itnay  proclaim  luch  county,  or  part 
thereof,  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  difturb¬ 
ance,  thereupon  it  /hall  be  lawful 
for  the  lord  lieutenant*  or  other 
chief  governor  or  governors  of  this 
kingdom,  by  aiyd  with  the  aavice 
of  his  majefiy’s  privy  council,  by 
proclamation,  to  declare  fucli  coun¬ 
ty,  or  any  part  of  fuch  county,  to 
be  in  a  ftate  of  difturbance,  or  in 
immediate  danger  of  becoming  fo, 
and  alio  fuch  parts  of  any  adjoin¬ 
ing  county  or  counties  as  i tic ii  chief 
governor  or  governors  {hall  think ■ 
fit,  iii  order  to  prevent  the  conti¬ 
nuance  or  extcnfion  of  fuch  dif¬ 
turbance. 

And  whereas  twenty-four  juftices 
of  the  peace  of  the  county  of 
Down  ( fever al  of  them  being  of 
the  quorum)  being  the  major  part 
of  the  juftices  of  the  peace  duly 
artembled,  purfuant  to  the  faid  adt, 
at  a  fpecial  feffion  of  the  peace, 
holden  at  Hiiliborough,  in  the  faid 
county,  on  Friday  the  11th  day  of 
November  inftant,  have,  by  me¬ 
morial  by  them  figned,  Signified  to 


his  excellency  the  lord  lieutendi 
that  certain  parts  of  the  faid  coun 
are  in  a  ftate  of  difturbance,  a 
have  thereby  prayed  that  the  k 
lieutenant  and  council  may  pi 
claim  the  parifhes  of  Tullyli 
Aghaderg,  Donaghcloney,  Moi 
Maralin,  and  Seapatrick,  bei 
parts  of  the  faid  county  of  Dou 
fo  be  in  a  ftate  of  difturbance, 
which  all  juftices  of  the  peace,  a 
other  magiftrates  and  peace  offic 
of  the  faid  county,  are  to  take  1 
tiee. 

Given  at  the  council  chamber 
Dublin,  the  1 6th  day  of  Nove 
ber,  1^96. 

W.  Armagh  Carleton 

Clare,  C.  Yelverton 

Weftmeath  Ch.  Fitzgerald 

Bellamont  ]■  Beresford 

Altamont  H.  Cavendifti 

Portariiiigton  Her.  Langriftu 

Clonmell  T.  Pelham 

Ely  Arthur  Wolfe 

Dillon  James  Fitzgers 

Mountjoy  Robert  Rofs 

Mulkerrv  Lodge  Morres 

Donoughmcre  S.  Hamilton 

God  fave  the  Ki 


Treaty  of  Peace,  concluded  bctcx 
the  French  Republic  and  the  Kin, 
Sardinia,  May  1 5?  1  79^* 


The  French  republic  and  his  r 
jefty  the  king  of  Sardinia,  equx 
animated  by  the  defire  of  mak 
a  happy  peace  fucceed  to  the  1 
which  divides  them,  have  appoi 
ed,  viz.  the  executive  directory, 
the  name  of  the  French  repub 
citizen  Charles  Delacroix,  mini 
of  foreign  affairs,  and  his  majf 
the  king  of  Sardinia,  M.  M.  the  c 
valiers  de  Revel  and  de  Tonzo, 
negotiate  the  claufes  and  conditi 
proper  for  re-£ftab!ifUing  and  c 
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folidating  good  harmony  between 
the  two  Hates ;  who,  after  having 
exchanged  their  full  and  refpeftive 
powers,  have  agreed  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  articles : 

I.  There  fliali  be  peace  and  good 
neighbourhood  between  the  French 
republic  and  the  king  of  Sardinia. 
All  hoflilities  Ihali  ceafe  between 
the  two  powers,  reckoning  from 
the  time  of  figning  the  prefent 
treaty. 

II.  The  king  of  Sardinia  revokes 
all  adhelion,  confent,  or  ac.ceffion, 
public  or  fecret,  given  by  him  to 
the  armed  coalition  againft  the 
French  republic;  and  all  the  treaties 
of  alliance,  offenfive  and  defenftvc, 
which  he  may  have  concluded  a- 
gainfl  the  faid  republic  with  any 
power  whatfoever*  He  fliali  not 
furnifh  any  contingent  in  men  or 
money  to  any  power  armed  againft 
France,  upon  any  pretence,  or  un¬ 
der  any  authority  whatfoever. 

III.  The  king  of  Sardinia  fairly 
and  entirely  renounces  for  ever, 
for  himfelf  and  his  fuccefTors,  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  French  republic,  all 
the  rights  which  he  can  pretend  to  . 
have  to  Savoy,  and  the  counties  of 
Nice,  Tenda,  •and  Breuil. 

IV.  The  limits' between  the  Hates 
®f  the  king  of  Sardinia  and  the  de¬ 
partments  of  the  French  republic 
fhall  be  marked  by  a  line  through 
the  moft  advanced  points  of  the 
frontier  of  Piedmont,  the  fummits, 
plateaux  (flat  tops  of  hills),  moun¬ 
tains,  and  other  places  hereafter 
deferibed,  as  well  as  the  interme¬ 
diate  fummits  and  plateaux ^  viz. 
from  the  point  where  the  frontiers 
of  ci-devant  Francigny,  duchy  of 
Aofte  and  Valais,  unite  to  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  Glaciers,  or  Monts- 
Maudits. 

iff.  The  fummits  or  plateaux 
of  the  Alps  at  the  rifmg  of  the 
Col*  mayor. 
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2d.  Little  Saint  Bernard,  and  the 
hofpital  fituated  there. 

3d.  The  fummits  or  plateaux  of 
Mont-Alban,  of  the  Cobde-Cre- 
fance,  and  of  Mont-Iferan. 

4th.  Turning  a  little  towards  the 
foutb,  the  fummits  or  plateaux  of 
Cerat  and  of  Gros-Caval. 

5th.  Great  Mont-Cenis,  and  the 
hofpital  which  Hands  to  the  fouth- 
eafl  of  the  lake  of  that  mountain. 

6th.  Little  Mont-Cenis. 

7th.  The  fummits  or  plateau 
which  feparate  the  valley  of  Bar- 
donach  from  the  Val-des-Pres. 

8th.  Mont-Genevre. 

gth.  The  fummits  or  plateau a 
which  feparate  the  valley  of  Quires 
from  that  of  Vaudois. 

1  Gth.  Mont-de- Vaudois. 

nth.  Mont-de-Vifo. 

1 2th.  Mont-de-l’Argenterie. 

1 3th.  The  fource  of  the  Abavette 
and  the  Sture. 

14th.  The  mountains  between 
the  vallies  of  Sture  and  Geflo,  on 
one  part ;  and  thofe  of  Saint 
tienne  or  Tinea^  of  St.  Martin  of 
Vezubia,  of  Tenda  or  of  Roya,  on 
the  other. 

15th.  Leroche-Barbon,  on  the 
confines  of  the  Hate  of  Genoa. 

If  feme  communes,  habitations, 
or  portions  of  territories  of  the 
Hid  communes,  actually  in  friend- 
fliip  with  the  French  republic,  fall 
without  the  line  of  frontiers  above 
deferibed,  they  fliali  continue  to 
make  part  of  the  republic,  not- 
withflariding  any  inference  that 
may  be  made  to  the  contrary  from 
this  article. 

V.  The  king  of  Sardinia  engages 
not  to  permit  emigrants  or  perfons 
tranfported  from  the  French  repub¬ 
lic  to  Hop  or  refide  in  his  domi¬ 
nions.  tie  may,  however,  retain 
in  his  fervice  the  emigrants  of  the 
departments  of  Mont  Blanc  and 
of  the  Maritime  Alps,  fo  long  as 
(L  2)  they 
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they  give  no  caufe  of  complaint 
by  enterprifes  or  manoeuvres  tend¬ 
ing  to  oppofe  the  internal  fafety  of 
the  republic. 

VI.  The  king  of  Sardinia  re¬ 
nounces  all  demand  of  recovery, 
or  perfonal  claim  which  he  might 

retend  to  exercife  againft  the 
rench  republic  for  caufes  anterior 
to  the  prefent  treaty. 

VII.  There  (hall  be  immediately 
concluded  between  the  two  powers 
a  treaty  of  commerce  on  an  equita¬ 
ble  bafis,  and  fuch  as  may  fecure  to 
the  French  nation  advantages,  at 
lead  equal  to  thofe  enjoyed  in 
the  dominions  of  the  king  of  Sar¬ 
dinia  by  the  mod  favoured  na¬ 
tions. 

'  In  the  mean  time,  all  communi¬ 
cations  and  commercial  relations 
diall  be  re-edablidied. 

VIII.  The  king  of  Sardinia  ob- 
liges  himfelf  to  grant  a  full  and 
entire  amnedy  to  all  his  fubjetds 
who  have  been  profecuted  for  poli¬ 
tical  opinions.  Every  procefs  w-hich 
may  have  been  raifed  on  this  fub- 
je<d,  as  well  as  the  judgments  which 
h^ve  intervened,  are  aboiifhed.  Ail 
their  property,  moveable  and  im¬ 
moveable,  or  the  value  thereof  if 
it  has  been  fold,  diall  be  redored 
without  delay.  It  (hall  Be  lawful 
for  them  to  difpofe  of5.it,  to  return 
and  relide  in  the  dominions  of  the 
king  of  Sardinia,  or  to  retire  there¬ 
from. 

IX.  The  French  republic  and  his 
majedy  the  king  of  Sardinia  en¬ 
gage  to  fuperfede  the  fequedration 
of  all  effects,  revenues,  or  property, 
feized, confiscated,  detained,  or  fold, 
belonging  to  the  citizens  or  fubje<5b 
of  either  power,  relative  to  thepc- 
tual  war,  and  to  admit  them  re- 
fpedlively  to  the  legal  exercife  of 
the  actions  or  rights  which  may 
belong  to  them. 
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X.  Ail  the  prifoners,  refpe<dively 
made,  diall  be  redored  in  one 
month,  reckoning  from  the  ex¬ 
change  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
prefent  treaty,  on  paying  the  debts 
which  they  may  have  contracted 
during  their  captivity. 

The  (ick  and  the  wounded  (hall 
continue  to  be  taken  care  of  in  the 
refpeCtive  hofpitals.  They  (hall  be 
redored  when  cured. 

XI.  Neither  of  the  contracting 
powers  (hall  grant  a  paffage  through 
its  territory  to  the  troops  of  any 
enemy  of  the  other. 

XII.  Befides  the  fortredes  of 
Coni,  Ceva,  and  Tortona,  as  well 
as  the  territory  which  the  troops  of 
the  republic  occupy,  or  ought  to 
occupy,  they  fhall  occupy  the  for¬ 
tredes  of  Exiles,  Afliette,  Sufa, 
Brunette,  Chateau  Dauphin,  and 
Alexandria;  for  which  lad  place 
Valence  (liall  be  fubdituted,  if -the 
general  in  chief  of  the  French  re¬ 
public  prefer  it. 

XIII.  The  fortredes  and  territo¬ 
ries  above  defcribed  diall  be  re¬ 
dored  to  the  king  of  Sardinia  upon 
the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  of  com¬ 
merce  between  the  republic  and  his 
majedy,  of  general  peace,  and  the 
edablidiment  of  the  line  of  fron¬ 
tiers. 

XIV.  The  country  occupied  by 
the  troops  of  the  republic,  and 
which  fliould  be  definitively  re¬ 
dored,  dial!  remain  under  the  civil 
government  of  his  Sardinian  ma¬ 
jedy,  but  dial!  be  liable  to  levies  of 
military  contributions,  and  furnidi- 
ing  provifion  or  forage  which  have, 
been  or  may  be  exacded  for  the 
fupply  of  the  French  army. 

XV.  The  fortifications  of  Bru¬ 
nette  and  Sufa,  as  well  as  the  in- 
trenchments  formed  above  that 
town,  diall  be  demolidied  and  de- 
droyed,  at  the  expence  of  his  Sar¬ 
dinian 
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<Timan  majefty,  at  the  direction  of 
commifiioners.  appointed  by  the 
executive  directory. 

The  king  of  Sardinia  fhall  not  be 
permitted  to  eftablifh  or  repair  any 
fortification  on  this  part  of  the 
frontier. 

XVI.  The  artillery  of  occupied 
places,  the  demolition  of  which  is 
not  ftipulated  by  the  prefent  treaty, 
Thai!  be  employed  for  the  fervice 
of  the  republic,  but  fhall  be  re¬ 
stored  with  the  other  fortrefles  at 
the  fame  epoch  to  his  Sardinian 
majefty.  The  ftores  and  pro*vifions 
which  may  be  there,  fhali  be  con- 
fumed,  without  recovery,  for  the 
fervice  of  the  republican  army. 

XVII.  The  French  troops  fhall 
have  free  paftage  through  the  ftates 
of  the  king  of  Sardinia,  in  entering 
or  returning  from  the  interior  of 
Italy. 

XVIII.  The  king  of  Sardinia 
accepts  the  mediation  of  the  French 
republic  for  definitively  terminat¬ 
ing  the  differences  which  have  long 
fubfifted  between  his  majefty  and 
the  republic  of  Genoa,  and  for 
deciding  on  their  refpective  claims. 

XIX.  Conformable  to  the  ftxth 

article  of  the  treaty  concluded  at 
the  Hague,  on  the  27th  Fioreal,  3d 
year,  the  Batavian  republic  is  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  prefent  treaty.  There 
fhall  be  peace  and  friendfhip  be¬ 
tween  that  republic  and  the  king 
of  Sardinia.  Every  thing  fhall  be 
eftabliftied  between  them  on  the 
fame  footing  as  before  the  preced¬ 
ing  war.  , 

XX.  The  king  of  Sardinia  fhall 
difavow,  by  his  minifter  to  the 
French  republic,  the  proceedings 
employed  towards  the  laft  ambafla- 
dor  of  France. 

XXI.  The  prefent  treaty  flxall  be 
ratified,  and  the  ratifications  ex¬ 
changed,  in  lefs  than  one  month, 
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reckoning  from  the  figning  of  the 
prefent  treaty. 

Done  and  concluded  at  Paris, 
the  25th  Fioreal,  4th  year  of 
the  French  republic,  one  and 
indivifiblef  anfvvering  to  the 
25th  of  May,  1796. 

(Signed) 

Charles  Delacroix. 

Le  Chevalier  de  Revel. 

Le  Chevalier  de  Tonzo. 

The  executive  directory  decree 
and  ftgn  the  prefent  treaty  of  peace 
with  the  king  of  Sardinia,  nego¬ 
tiated  in  the  name  of  the  French 
republic  by  the  minifter  of  foreign 
affairs,  appointed  by  the  executive 
directory,  by  a  decree  of  the  22d 
Fioreal,  and  charged  with  inftruc- 
tions  to  that  effe£t. 

At  Paris,  the  28th  Fioreal,  4th 
year  of  the  French  republic 
one  and  indiviftble. 

(Signed) 

Letourneur, 

Rewbell, 

Carnot, 

P.  Barras, 

L.  M.  Reveillere  Lepaux, 


Peace  concluded  between 
tfigWjVnch  Republic  and  the  King 
of  Me  T&jo  Sicilies ,  Oft.  10, 
1796. 

The  French  republic  and  hie 
majefty  the  king  of  the  Two  Sici¬ 
lies,  equally  animated  with  the  de¬ 
fire  to  make  the  advantages  of 
peace  fucc.eed  to  the  miferies  in- , 
Separable  from  war,  have  named, 
viz.  the  executive  directory,  in  the 
name  of  the  French  republic,  the 
citizen  Charles  Delacroix,  mini¬ 
fter  for  foreign  affairs ;  and  his  ma¬ 
jefty  the  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies, 
the  prince  of  Belmonte  Pignatelli, 
gentleman  of  the  chamber,  and  his 
(L  3)  envoy 
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envoy  extraordinary  and  minifter 
plenipotentiary  to  his  catholic  ma- 
jefty,  to  treat,  in  their  name,  the 
claufes  and  cpnditions  prpper  to 
re-eftablifti  good  underftanding  and 
friendfhip  between  the  two  powers  ; 
•who,  after  having  exchanged  their 
refpeCtive  full  powers,  have  agreed 
on  the  following  articles : 

I.  There  fhall  be  peace,  friend^ 
fhip,  and  good  underftanding,  be¬ 
tween  the  French  republic  and  his 
majefty  the  king  of  the  Two  Sici¬ 
lies  :  in  confequence,  all  hoftilities 
iliali  definitively  ceafe,  reckoning 
from  the  day  of  the  exchange  of 
the  ratification  of  the  prefent  treaty. 
Meanwhile,  and  till  that  period, 
the  conditions  ftipulated  by  the 
armiftice  concluded  on  the  17th 
Prairial  of  the  4th  year  (5th  of  June, 
1796)  {hall  continue  to  have  full 
power  and  effect. 

II.  Every  anterior  aCt,  engage¬ 
ment,  or  convention,  on  the  one 
part  or  the  other  of  the  turn  con¬ 
tracting  parties,  which  is  contra¬ 
ry  to  the  prefent  treaty,  is  re¬ 
voked,  and  fhall  be  regarded  as 
null,  and  of  no  effeCt ;  in  confe¬ 
quence,  during  the  courfe  of  the 
prefent  war,  neither  of  the  two 
powers  fhall  funjifh  to  the  enemies 
of  the  other,  any  luce  ours  of  troops, 
fhips,  arms,  warlike  {tores,  provi- 
iions,  or  money,  under  any  title  or 
denomination  whatfoever. 

III.  Elis  majefty  the  king  of  the 
Two  Sicilies  (hall  obferve  the  molt 
ItriCt  neutrality  towards  all  the  bel¬ 
ligerent  powers  ;  in  confequence, 
he  pledges  himfelf  to  prevent  in- 
difcriminately  accefs  to  his  ports 
to  all  armed  fhips  of  war  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  faid  powers,  which  fliall 
exceed  four,  according  to  the  re¬ 
gulations  acknowledged  by  the 
faid  neutrality.  All  ftores  or  mer¬ 
chandise,  knoyrn  by  the  name  of 
contraband,  fhall  be  ref  u  fed  them. 
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IV.  All  fecurity  and  protection 
fhall  be  granted,  againft  all  perfonS 
whatever,  in  the  ports  and  roads, 
of  the  Two  Sicilies,  to  all  French 
merchantmen,  of  whatfoever  num¬ 
ber  they  may  be,  and  to  all  the 
fhips  of  war  of  the  republic,  not 
exceeding  the  number  fpecified  in 
the  above  article. 

V.  The  French  republic  and  the 
king  of  the  Two  Sicilies  engage  to 
take  off  the  fequeftration  from  all 
effects,  revenues,  and  goods,  feized, 

•  confiscated^  and  kept  from  the  citi*» 
zens  or  fubjeCts  of  both  powers, 
in  confequence  of  the  prefent  war, 
and  to  admit  them  refpeCtively  to 
the  legal  exercife  of  all  civil  rights 
that  may  belong  to  them. 

VJ.  All  prisoners  made  on  one 
fide  or  the  other,  comprifing  ma¬ 
riners  and  failors,  fhall  be  recipro¬ 
cally  reftored  within  a  month,  reck¬ 
oning  from  the  exchange  of  the 
ratification  of  the  prefent  treaty, 
paying  the  debts  which  they  may 
have  contracted  during  their  cap¬ 
tivity  ;  the  fick  and  wounded  fhall 
continue  to  be  taken  care  of  in 
the  refpeCtive  hofpitals,  and  fliali 
be  reftored  upon  their  recovery. 

VII.  To  give  a  proof  of  his 
ffiendfliip  for  the  French  republic, 
and  of  his  fincere  defire  to  maintain 
the  moft  perfeCt  harmony  between 
the  two  powers,  his  majefty  the 
king  of  the  Two  Sicilies  confents 
to  let  at  liberty  evefy  French 
citizen  who  may  have  been  ar¬ 
retted  and  detained  in  his  ftates,  on 
account  of  his  political  opinions 
refpeCting  the  French  revolution  ; 
all  goods  and  property,  moveable 
or  immoveable,  which  may  have 
been  fequeftrated  on  the  fame  ac¬ 
count,  fhall  be  reftored  to  them.  , 

VIII.  From  the  fame  motives 
which  dictated  the  preceding  ar¬ 
ticle.  his  majefty  the  king  of  the 
Two  Sicilies  engages  to  caufe  all 

.  proper 
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proper  fearch  to  be  made  for  dif- 
covering,  by  legal  means,  and  for 
giving  up  to  the  rigour  of  the  laws, 
the  perfons  who  hole,  in  1795,  the 
papers  belonging  to  the  late  mi- 
nider  of  the  French  republic, 

IX.  The  ambaffadors  or  minifters 

of  the  two  contracting  powers  Avail 
enjoy,  in  their  refpeCtive  dates,  the 
fame  prerogatives  and  precedence 
which  they  enjoyed  before  the 
war,  excepting  thofe  which  were 
allowed  them  as  family  ambaffa¬ 
dors.  * 

X.  Every  French  citizen,  and 
all  perfons  belonging  to  the  houfe- 
hold  of  the  ambaffador  or  minifter, 
or  to  that  of  the  confuls  and  other 
authorifed  and  acknowledged  agents 
of  the  French  republic,  fhall  en¬ 
joy,  in  the  dates  of  his  majedy  the 
king  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  the  fame 
freedom  of  religious  word) ip  as  is 
enjoyed  by  the  individuals  of  thofe 
nations,  not  catholics,  which  are 
the  mod  favoured  in  that  refpeCt. 

XI.  There  fhall  be  negotiated 
and  concluded,  without  delay,  a 
treaty  of  commerce  between  the 
two  powers,  founded  on  the  bafis 
of  mutual  utility,  and  fuch  as  dial^ 
jnfure  to  the  French  nation  advan¬ 
tages  equal  to  all  thofe  which  are 
enjoyed  in  the  kingdom  of  the 
Two  Sicilies  by  the  mod  favoured 
nations.  Until  the  completion  of 
this  treaty,  the  commercial  and 
confular  relations  fliall  be  recipro¬ 
cally  re-edablifhed  on  the  lame 
footing  as  before  the  war. 

XII.  In  conformity  with  the 
fixth  article  of  the  treaty  concluded 
at  the  Hague  on  the  27th  Iloreal, 
in  the  third  year  of  the  republic 
( 1 6th  of  May,  1795,  old  dyle), 
the  fame  peace,  friendfiiip,  and 
good  underdanding,  that  are  dipu- 
lated  in  the  prefect  treaty  between 
the  French  republic  and  his  ma¬ 
jedy  the  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies, 


fli all  fubfift  between  his  majedy 
and  the  Batavian  republic. 

XIII.  The  prefent  treaty  fliall 
be  ratified,  and  the  ratifications  ex¬ 
changed,  within  forty  days  from 
the  date  hereof. 

Done  at  Paris  19th  Vendemiaire, 
in  the  5th  year  of  the  French 
republic,  one  and  indivifible, 
correfponding  with  the  10th 
October,  1796,  (old  dyle). 
(Signed)  Charles  Delacroix, 
The  Prince  of  Belmonte 
PlGN  ATELLI. 


Treaty  of  Alliance  Ojfisnjive  and  De~ 
fen  five  between  the  French  Republic 
and  the  King  of  Spain ,  Aug.  1 9, 
1 796. 


The  executive  directory  of  the 
French  republic,  and  his  catholic 
majedy  the  king  of  Spain,  animat¬ 
ed  by  the  widi  to  drengthen  the 
bonds  of  amity  and  good  undei;- 
danding  happily  re-edablifhed  be¬ 
tween  France  and  Spain  by  the, 
treaty  of  peace  concluded  at  Bade 
on  the  4th  Thermidor,  in  the, 
third  year  of  the  republic,  (July 
22,  1 79 5 )  have  refolved  to  form 
an  offenfive  and  defenfive  treaty  of 
alliance  for  whatever  concerns  the 
advantages  and  common  defence 
of  the  two  nations  ;  and  they  have 
charged  with  this  important  nego¬ 
tiation,  and  have  given  their  full 
powers  to,  the  under- mentioned 
perfons  ;  namely,  the  executive  di¬ 
rectory  of  the  French  republic,  to 
citizen  Dominique  Catherine  Pe- 
rignon,  general  of  dividon  of  the 
republic,  and  its  ambaffador  to  his 
catholic  majedy  the  king  of  Spain- 
and  his  catholic  majedy  the  king' 
of  Spain,  to  his  excellency  D011 
Manuel  de  Godoi,  prince  of  peace, 
duke  of  Alctdia,  &c.  &c.  &c.  who, 
after  the.  refpedtive  communication 
(L  4)  and 
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and  exchange  of  their  full  powers, 
have  agreed  on  the  following  ar¬ 
ticles  : 

I.  There  {hall  exift  for  ever  an 
offenfive  and  defenfive  alliance 
between  the  French  republic  and 
his  catholic  majefty  the  king  of 
Spain. 

II.  The  two  contracting  powers 
{hall  be  mutual' guarantees,  with¬ 
out  any  referve  or  exception,  in 
the  rnoft  authentic  and  abfolute 
way,  of  all  the  Itates,  territories, 
{{lands,  and  other  places  which  they 
poffefs,  and  fit  all  respectively  pof- 
fefs.  And  if  one  of  the  two  powers 
fit  all  be  in  the  fequei,  under  what¬ 
ever  pretext  it  may  be,  menaced 
or  attacked,  the  other  prcmifes, 
engages,  and  binds  itfelf  to  help  it 
with  its  good  offices,  and  to  fuc¬ 
cour  it  on  its-  requifition,  as  {hall 
be  ftipulated  in  the  following  ar~. 
tides. 

III.  Within  the  fpace  of  three 
months,  reckoning  from  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  the  requifition,  the  power 
called  on  {hall  hold  in  readinefs, 
and  place  in  jche  difpofal  of  the 
power  calling,  15  {hips  of  the  line, 
three  of  which  {hall  be  three- 
deckers,  or  of  80  guns,  twelve  of 
from  70  to  74,  fix  frigates  of  a 
proportionate  force,  and  four  {loops 
or  light  veffels,  all  equipped,  arm¬ 
ed,  and  victualled  for  fix  months, 
and  irored  for  a  year.  Thefe  naval 
forces  {ball  be  aflembled  by  the  pow¬ 
er  called  on,  in  the  particular  port 
pqinted  out  by  the  power  calling. 

IV.  In  Cafe  the  requiring  power 
may  have  judged  it  proper,  for  the 
commencement  of  hoftilities,  to 
confine  to  the  one-half  the  fuccour 
which  Was  to  have  Been  given  in 
execution  of  the'  preceding  article, 
ft  may,  at'  any  epoch  of  the  cam¬ 
paign-  call  for  the  other  half  or  the 
hforefaid  fuccour,  which  Hi  a  11  be 
furnifhed  in  the  mode  and  within 
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the  fpace  fixed.  This  fpace  of 
time  to  be  reckoned  from  the  nevy 
requifition. 

V.  The  power  called  on  fhall  in 
the  fame  wav  place  at  the  difpofal 
of  the  requiring  power,  within  the 
fpace  of  three  months,  reckoning 
from  the  moment  of  the  requisi¬ 
tion,  eighteen  thoufand  infantry, 
and  fix  thoufand  cavalry  ;  with  a 
proportionate  train  of  artillery, 
ready  to  be  employed  in  Europe, 
and  for  the  defence  of  the  colonies 
-which  the  contracting  powers  pof¬ 
fefs  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

VI.  The  requiring  power  {hall 
be  allowed  to  fend  one  or  feveral 
commiflioners  for  the  purpofe  of 
alluring  itfelf  whether,  conforma¬ 
bly  to  the  preceding  articles,  the 
power  called  on  has  put  itfelf  in  a 
fate  to  commence  hoftilities  on 
the  day  fixed  with  the  land  and  fea 
forces. 

VII.  Thefe  fuccours  fhall  be  en¬ 
tirely  placed  at  the  difpofal  of  the 
requiring  power,  which  may  leave 
them  in  the  ports  and  on  the  terri¬ 
tory  of  the  power  called  on,  or  em¬ 
ploy  them  in  expeditions  it  may 
think  fit  to  undertake;  without  be¬ 
ing  obliged  to  give  an  account  of 
the  motives  by  which  it  may  have 
been  determined.  ' 

VIII.  The  demand  of  the  fuc¬ 
cours  ftipulated  in  the  preceding 
articles,  made  by  one  of  the  pow¬ 
ers,  {hall  fuffice  to  prove  the  need 
it  has  of  them,  and  ftiail  bind  the 
other  power  to  difpofe  of  them, 
without  its  being  neceffary  to  enter 
into  any  difcufiion  relative  to  the 
queftion  whether  the  war  it  pro- 
pofes  be  offenfive  or  defenfive  ;  of 
without  any  explanation  being  re¬ 
quired,  which  may  tend  to  elude 
the  mo  ft  fpeedy  and  exatft  accorit- 
pliftiment  of  what  is  ftipulated. 

IX.  The  troops  and  fhips  de* 
ipanded  fhall  continue  at  the  dif- 

pofal 
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ofal  of  the  requiring  power  during 
ie  whole  continuance  of  the  war, 
nthout  its  incurring  in  any  cafe 
ny  expence.  The  power  called 
n  {hail  maintain  them  in  all  places 
here  its  ally  (hall  caufe  them  to 
ft,  -as  if  it  employed  them  direCily 
yr  itfelf.  It  is  fimply  agreed  on, 
tat,  during  the  whole  of  the  time 
hen  the  aforefaid  troops  or  fhips 
lali  be  on  the  territory  or  in  the 
orts  of  the  requiring  power,  it 
tall  furnifh  from  its  magazines  or 
'fenals  whatever  may  be  tieceflary 
>  them,  in  the  fame  wav  and  at 
ie  fame  price  as  it  fupplies  its  own 
■oops  and  (hips. 

X  The  power  called  on  fhall 
n mediately  replace  the  fhips  it 
irni flies,  which  may  be  loft  by 
:cidcnts  of  war  or  of  -the  fea.  It 
lall  alfo  repair  the  lodes  the  troops 
fupplies  may  fuffer. 

XL  If  the  aforefaid  fuccours  are 
>und  to  be,  or  fhould  become 
ilufh'cient,  the  two  contracting 
awers  fhall  put  on  foot  the  great- 
I  forces  they  poflibly  can,  as  well 
y  fea  as  by  land,  againft  the  ene- 
iy  of  the  power  attacked,  which 
lall  employ  the  aforefaid  forces, 
ther  by  combining  them,  or  by 
uifing  them  to  aCt  feparately,  and 
us  conformably  to  a  plan  cou¬ 
nted  between  them. 

XII.  The  fuccours  ftipulated  by 
ie  preceding  articles  fhall  be  fur- 
Ifhedin  all  the  wars  the  contracting 
owers  may  have  to  maintain,  even 
»  thofe  in  which  the  party  called 
a  may  not  be  direCtly  interefted, 
ad  may  aCt  merely  as  a  fimple 
ixiliary. 

XIII.  In  the  cafe  in  which 
ie  motives  of  hoftilities  being  pre- 
idicial  fo  both  parties,  they  may 
?clare  war  with  one  common  af- 
;nt  againft  one  or  feveral  powers, 
le  limitations  eftablifhed  in  the 
receding  articles  &all  ceafe  to 
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take  place,  and  the  two  contracting 
powers  fhall  be  bound  to  bring 
into  action  againft  the  common 
enemy  the  whole  of  their  land  and 
fea  forces,  and  to  concert  their 
plans  fo  as  to  direCt  them  towards 
the  inoft  convenient  points,  either 
feparately  or  by  uniting  them. 
They  equally  bind  the  mfelves,  in 
the  cafes  pointed  out  in  the  pre- 
lent  article,  not  to  treat  for  peace 
unlefs  with  one  common  confent, 
and  in  fuch  a  way  as  that  each 
fhall  obtain  the  Lit  is  fact  ion  which 
is  its  due. 

XIV.  In  the  cafe  in  which  one 
of  the  powers  fhall  aCt  merely  as 
an  auxiliary,  the  power  which 
alone  fliall  find  itfelf  attacked  may- 
treat  of  peace  feparately,  but  fo  as 
that  no  prejudice  may  refuit  from 
thence  to  the  auxiliary  power,  and 
that  it  may  even  turn  as  much  as 
poffible  to  its  direct  advantage. 
For  this  purpofe  advice  fhall  be 
given  to  the  auxiliary  power  of  the 
mode  and  time  agreed  on  for  the 
opening  and  fequel  of  the  negotia¬ 
tions. 

XV.  Without  any  delay  there 

fliall  be  concluded  a  treaty  of  com- 
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merce  on  the  molt  equitable  bafis, 
and  reciprocally  advantageous  to 
the  two  nations,  which  "fliall  fe- 
cure  to  each  of  them,  with  its  ally, 
a  marked  preference  for  the  pro¬ 
ductions  of  its  foil  or  manufactures, 
or  at  leaft  advantages  equal  to  thofe 
which  the  molt  favoured  nations 
enjoy  in  their  refpeCtive  ftates. 
The  two  powers  engage  to  make 
inftantly  a  common  caufe  to  re- 
prefs  and  annihilate  the  maxims 
adopted  by  any  country  whatever, 
which  may  be  fubverfive  of  their 
prefent  principles,  and  which  may 
bring  into  danger  the  fafety  of  the 
neutral  flag,  and  thC  refpeCt  which 
is  due  to  it,  as  well  as  to  raife  and 
re-eftablifh  the  colonial  fvftem  of 

Spain 
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Spain  on  the  footing  on  which  it 
has  fubfifted,  or  ought  to  fubfift, 
conformably  to  treaties. 

XVI.  The  chara&er  and  jurif- 
didtion  of  the  confuls  fhall  be  at 
the  fame  time  recognized  and  re¬ 
gulated  by  a  particular  convention. 
The  conventions  anterior  to  the 
prefent  treaty  {hall  be  providonally 
executed. 

XVII.  To  avoid  every  difpute 
between  the  two  powers,  they  fliall 
be  bound  to  employ  themfelves 
immediately,  and  without  delay,  in 
the  explanation  and  developement 
of  the  Vllth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Bade,  concefning  the  frontiers, 
conformable  to  the  inftrudtions, 
plans,  and  memoirs,  which  fhall  be 
communicated  through  the  medium 
of  the  plenipotentiaries  who  nego¬ 
tiate  the  prgfent  treaty. 

XVIII.  England  being  the  only 
power  againft  which  Spain  has  di¬ 
rect  grievances,  the  prefent  alli¬ 
ance  fliall  not  be  executed  unlefs 
againft  her  during  the  prefent  war; 
and  Spain  fliall  remain  neuter  with 
refpedt  to  the  other  powers  armed 
againft  the  republic. 

.  XIX.  The  ratifications  of  the 
prefent  treaty  fliall  be  exchanged 
within  a  month  from  the  date  of 
its  being  figned. 

Done  at  St.  Ildephonfo,  2nd 
Fru&idor,  (Aug.  19)  the  4th  year 
of -the  French  republic,  one  and  in- 
divifible. 

(Signed)  Perignon,  and  the 
Prince  of  Peace. 

The  executive  directory,  refolves 
on  and  figns  the  prefent  offenfive 
and  defenfive  treaty  of  alliance  with 
his  catholic  majefty  the  king  of 
Spain,  negotiated  in  the  name  of 
the  French  republic  by  citizen 
Dominique  Catherine  Perignon, 
general  of  dhbfion,  founded  on 
powers  to  that  effcdt  by  a  refolu- 
tion  of  the  executive  diredory, 


dated  20  Meflidor,  (Sept.  6)  am 
charged  with  its  inftrudions. 

Done  at  the  national  palace  c 
the  executive  diredory,  the  fourt 
year  of  the  French  republic,  on 
and  indivifible. 

Conformable  to  the  original. 

(Signed)  Reveillere  Le 
paux,  prefident. 

•  By  the  executive  diredory. 

Lagarde,  fecretary  genera 


Treaty  between  the  King  of  Prufi 
and  the  French  Republic ,  refpeftin 
the  Neutrality  of  the  North  of  Gej 
many ,  Aug.  5,  1796. 

His  majefty  the  king  of  Prufti; 
and  the  French  republic,  havin 
deemed  it  proper  to  modify,  in 
manner  agreeable  to  exifting  cii 
cumftances,  the  ftipulations  relativ 
to  the  neutrality  of  the  norther 
part  of  Germany  agreed  upon  fc 
the  treaty  of  Bade,  the  pth  < 
April,  1795,  and  by  the  convei 
tion  of  the  1 7th  of  May ;  the 
named,  to  concert  on  that  fubjed 
viz.  his  Prudian  majefty,  Siei 
Chretien  Henri  Count  de  Hau^ 
wiltz,  his  minifter  of  ftate  for  ti 
war  department :  and  the  Frenc 
republic,  citizen  Antoine  Caillari 
its  minifter  plenipotentiary  at  Bei 
lin ;  who,  having  mutually  e; 
changed  their  power?,  have  agree 
on  the  following  articles: 

The  French  republic  'will  abftai 
from  extending  the  operations  < 
the  war,  and  from  fending  troop 
either  by  land  or  fea,  into  the  ftatf 
included  in  the  following  line  c 
demarcation : 

This  line  to  begin  from  the  pai 
of  the  duchy  of  Holftein  fituai 
on  the  north  fea,  extending  dow 
the  coaft  of  that  fea,  on  the  fide  c 
Germany,  and  including  the  terr 
tory  in  which  the  Elbe  difen 
,  ■  bogm 
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gues  itfelf,  together  with  the  We- 
:and  the  Ems,  as  well  as  theiflands 
nated  in  thofe  diBrids,  as  far  as 
>rcum,  from  thence  to  the  fron- 
rs  of  Holland,  as  far  as  Anholt, 
fling  Herenberg,  and  including 
;  Pruffian  poffeffions  near  Se- 
naer,  as  far  as  Bair  on  the  Yiel  ; 
will  then  continue  down  that 
rer  to  the  place  where  it  mixes  its 
iters  with  the  Rhine  ;  the  line  will 
en  go  up  the  latter  river  as  far  as 
refel,  and  farther  on,  to  the  place 
uere  the  Roer  throws  itfelf  into 
e  Rhine ;  it  will  then  extend 
?ng  the  left  bank  of  the  Roer  to 
fource  ;  after  which,  leaving  the 
ty  of  Nedebach  to  the  left,  it 
ill  take  its  diredion  towards  the 
Jer,  the  courfe  of  which  it  will 
llow  until  that  river  meets  the 
lid ;  and  then  it  will  go  up  that 
ver  as  far  as  its  fource.  ^ 

The  French  republic  will  con- 
ler  as  neutral  Bates  all  thofe  in 
e  line,  on  condition  that  they 
)ferve  on  their  fide  a  Brid  neu- 
ality;  the  BrB  point  of  which 
ill  be  to  furnifh,  for  the  future, 
>r  the  continuation  of  the  war, 
3  pecuniary  contributions  of  any 
ind  whatever;  to  order  back  im- 
lediatelv,  if  they  have  not  alrea- 
Y  done  fo,  their  refpedive  con- 
ngents  of  troops,  and  that  in  the 
)ace  of  two  months  from  the 
gning  of  the  prefent  treaty;  and 
ot  to  contrail  any  new  engage- 
lent,  which  may  authorize  them 
)  furnifh  troops  to  the  powers  at 
'ar  with  France.  The  Bates  which 
o  not  ad  agreeably  to  thefe  con- 
itions  fliall  be  excluded  from  the 
enefit  of  the  neutrality. 

As  for  that  part  of  the  county  of 
-a  Marck,  which,  being  on  the 
Bt  bank  of  the  Roer,  is  not  in- 
luded  in  the  above  line?,  it  will 
everthelefs  enjoy  tlie  benefits  of 
ni?  treaty  in  the  fu licit  extent ; 
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but  his  Pruffian  majeBy  confents 
to  allow  the  troops  of  the  belli¬ 
gerent  powers  to  pafs  through  it, 
on  condition  that  they  do  not  there 
eBablifh  the  theatre  of  the  war,  nor 
poflefs  themfelves  of  entrenched 
pofitions,  & c.  See. 

Given  at  Berlin,  AnguB  $th, 
1796,  old  Byle,  and  the  _  18th 
Thermidor,  4th  year  of  the  French 
republic. 

(Signed)  Chretien  Haugwiltz, 
Antoine  Caillard. 


Anfwer  of  the  Prefident  of  the  United 
States  of  America ,  to  the  Refla¬ 
tion  puffed  by  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives ,  on  the  i\th  of  March 
I796/  which  had  for  its  Objedl  to 
procure  a  Copy  of  the  Infractions 
granted  to  Mr .  Jay  relative  to  the 
1'reaty  with  Great  Britain . 

Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatives, 

With  the  ufmoft  attention  I 
have  confidered  your  refolution  of 
the  24th  inflant,  requefling  me  to 
lay  before  your  houfe  a  copy  of 
the  inBrudions  to  the  mini-Ber  of 
the  United  States  who  negotiated 
the  treaty  with  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  together  with  the  corre- 
fpondence  and  other  documents 
relative  to  that  treaty,  excepting 
fuch  of  the  find  papers  as  any  ex- 
iBing  negotiation  may  render  im¬ 
proper  to  be  difclofed. 

In  deliberating  on  this  fubjed, 
it  was  impoffibie  for  me  to  lofe! 
fight  of  the  principle  which  fome 
ha,ve  avowed  in  its  difcuffion,  or 
to  avoid  extending  my  view's  to 
the  confequences  which  mull  flow 
from  the  admiffion  of  that  prin? 
ciple. 

I  truB  that  no  part  of  my  con- 
dud  has  ever  indicated  a  difpo- 
fition  to  with-hold  any  informa¬ 
tion 
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don  which  the  confutation  has  en-  has  not  exprefTed.  I  repeat  that 
joined  upon  the  preddent  as  a  duty  have  no  difpofition  to  with-hol 
to  give,  or  which  could  be  requir-  any  information  which  .the  dut 
ed  of  him  by  either  houfe  of  con-  of  my  flation  will  permit,  or  tl 
grefs  as  a  right;  and  with  truth  I  public  good  fhall  require  to  be  di: 
affiriu,  that  it  has  been,  as  it  will  clofed  ;  and,  in  fadf,  all  the  pape; 
continue  to  be  while  I  have  the  affedling  the  negotiation  with  Gre; 
honour  to  prefide  in  the  govern-  Britain  were  laid  before  the  fenab 
ment,  my  conflant  endeavour  to  when  the  treaty  itfelf  was  commi 
harmonize  with  the  other  branches  nicated  for  their  condderation  &n 
thereof,  fo  far  as  the  trull  delegated  advice. 

to  me  by  the  people  of  the  United  The  courfe  which  the  debal 
States,  and  my  fen fe  of  the  obli-  has  taken  on  the  refolution  of  tf 
cation  it  impofes,  to  u  preferve,  houfe  leads  to  fome  obfervatior 
protedf,  and  defend  the  conflitu-  on  the  mode  of  making  treath 
tion,”  will  permit.  under  the  conftitution  of  the  Urjjt 

The  nature  of  foreign  negotia-  ed  States, 
tions  requires  caution  ;  and  their  Having  been  a  member  of  th 
fuc cedes  mud;  often  depend  on  fe-  general  convention,  and  knowin 
crecy ;  and  even  when  brought  to  the  principles  on  which  the  con 
a  conclulion,  a  full  difclofure  of  flitution  was  formed,  I  have  neve 
all -the  meafures,  demands,  or  even-  entertained  but  one  opinion  o 
tual  concedions,  which  may  have  this  fubjeH ;  and  from  the  firl 
been  propofed  or  contemplated,  ellabiifhment  of  the  governmei: 
would  be  extremely  impolitic  ;  for  to  this  moment,  my  conduct  ha 
this  might  have  a  pernicious  influ-  exemplified  that  opinion,  that  th 
ence  on  future  negotiations,  or  power  of  making  treaties  is  exclu 
produce  immediate  inconvenien-  lively  veded  in  the  preddent,  b; 
cies ;  perhaps  danger  and  mifchief,  and  with  the  advice  of  the  fenate 
in  relation  to  other  powers.  The  provided  two-thirds  of  the  fenator 
neceditv  of  fueh  caution  and  fe-  prefent  concur ;  and  that  ever; 
crecv  was  one  cogent  reafon  for  treaty,  fo  made  and  promulgated 
veiling  the  power  of  making  trea-  thenceforward  became  the  law  o 
ties  in  the  preddent,  with  the  ad-  the  land.  It  is  thus  that  the  treaty 
vice  and  confent  of  the  fenate ;  making  power  has  been  under 
the  principle  on  which  that  body  flood  by  foreign  nations  ;  and  it 
was  formed  confining  it  to  a  frnall  all  treaties  made  with  them,  wi 
number  of  members.  To  admit,  have  declared,  and  they  have  be- 
then,  a  right  in  the  houfe  of  re-  lieved,  that,  when  ratified  by  th< 
prefentatives  to  demand,  and  to  preddent,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
have  as  a  matter  of  courfe,  all  the  fent  of  the  fenate,  they  became 
papers  refpe<£ling  a  negotiation  obligatory.  In  this  conftru&ion  oi 
with  a  foreign  power,  would  be  to  the  conflitution,  every  houfe  of  re< 
eflablifh  a  dangerous  precedent.  prefentatives  has  heretofore  ac- 
It  does  not"  occur  that  the  in-  quiefced  ;  and  until  the  prefent 
fpedlion  of  the  papers  afked  for  can  time,  not  a  doubt  or  fufpicion  ha; 
be  relative  to  any  purpofe  under  appeared,  to  my  knowledge,  that 
cognizance  of  the  houfe  of  repre-  this  conftruttion  was  not  the  true 
ientatives,  except  that  of  an  im-  one.  Nay,  they  have  more  than 
peachment,  which  the  refolution  acquiefced;  for,  until  new,  with- 
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mt  controverting  the  obligation  of 
rich  treaties,  they  have  made  all 
he  requisite  provifions  for  carry- 
ng  them  into  effect. 

There  is  alfo  reafon  to  believe, 
hat  this  confirmation  agrees  with 
he  opinions  entertained  by  the 
late  conventions  when  they  were 
ieliberating  on  the  conflitution, 
fpecially  by  thofe  who  objected  to 
t  becaufe  there  was  not  required 
n  commercial  treaties  the  confent 
>f  two-thirds  of  the  whole  fenate, 
aftead  of  two-thirds  of  the  fena- 
ors  prefent;  and  becaufe,  in  trea¬ 
ts  refpe<5ling  territorial  and  cer- 
lin  other  rights  and  claims,  the 
oncurrence  of  three-fourths  of  the 
^hoie  number  of  the  members  of 
oth  houfes  refpe£lively  was  not 
lade  neceffary. 

It  is  a  fadl,  declared  bv  the  ce- 
eral  convention,  and  univerfally 
nderflood,  that  the  conltitution  of 
be  United  States  was  the  refult  of 

fpirit  of  amity  and  mutual  con- 
effion.  And  it  is  well  known, 
aat,  under  this  influence,  the  fmali- 
r  flates  were  admitted  to  an  equal 
eprefentation  in  the  fenate  with 
be  larger  flates,  and  that  this 
ranch  of  the  government  was  in- 
efted  with  great  powers  ;  for,  on 
be  equal  participation  of  thofe 
owers,  the  fovereignty  and  politi- 
al  fafety  of  the  fmaller  Hates  were 
eemed  effentially  to  depend. 

If  other  proofs  than  thefe,  and 
be  plain  letter  of  the  conflitution 
felf,  be  neceffary  to  afcertain  the 
oint  under  confideration,  they 
"lay  be  found  in  the  journals  of  the 
eneral  convention,  which  I  have 
epofited  in  the  office  of  the  de- 
artment  of  flate.  In  thofe  journals 

will  appear,  that  a  proportion 
7as  made,  “  that  no  treaty  fhould 
,e  binding  on  the  United  States 
rbich  was  not  ratified  by  a  law,’' 
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and  that  the  proportion  was  ex¬ 
plicitly  rejected. 

As,  therefore,  it  is  perfe&Iy 
clear  to  my  ttnderflanding,  that  the 
affent  of  the  houfe  of  reprefenta- 
tives  is  not  neceffary  to  the  validi¬ 
ty  of  a  treaty;  as  the  treaty  with 
Great  Britain  exhibits  in  itfelf  all 
the  objects  requiring  legiflative  pro- 
vifion,  and  on  which  thefe  pa¬ 
pers  called  for  can  throw  no  light; 
and  as  it  is  effential  to  the  due  ad- 
miniliration  of  the  government, 
that  the  boundaries  fixed  by  the 
conflitution  between  the  oiffer- 
ent  departments  fhould  be  pre- 
ferved,  —  a  jufl  regard  to  the  con¬ 
flitution,  and  to  the  duty  of  my 
office,  under  all  the  c ire u mlbS. rices 
of  this  cafe,  forbid  a  compliance 
with  your  requeft. 

Geo.  Washington. 
United  States,  March  30. 


Rtf olut ions  pciffed  by  the  Houfe  of  Re - 
prefentatives  of  the  United  States ,  on 
the  jth  of  April,  1 706. 

Refolved,  that  it  being  declared 
by  the  ieeond  fedlion  of  the  fecond 
article  of  the  conflitution,  44  that 
the  president  fhall  have  power,  by 
and  with  the  advice  of  the  fenate; 
to  make  treaties,  provided  two- 
thirds  of  the  fenators  prefent  con¬ 
cur;”  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives 
do  riot  claim  any  agency  in  making 
treaties;  but  that  when  a  treaty 
ftipulates  regulations  on  any  of  the 
fubje£ls  fubmitted  by  the  confli¬ 
tution  to  the  power  of  congrefs,  it 
muft  depend  for  its  execution,  as  to 
fuch  llipulations,  on  a  law  or  laws 
to  be  paiTed  by  Congrefs ;  and  it  is 
the  conflitutional  right  and  duty 
of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  in 
all  fuch  cafes,  to  deliberate  on  the 
expedient^/  or  inexpediency  of  car- 

rying 
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tying  fuch  treaties  into  effect;  and 
to  determine  and  a <51  thereon,  as 
in  their  judgment  may  be  mod: 
conducive  to  the  public  good. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  neceffary  to 
the  propriety  of  any  application 
from  this  houfe  to  the  executive 
for  information  defired  by  them, 
and  which  may  relate  to  any  con- 
ffitutional  functions  of  the  houfe, 
that  the  purpofe  for  which  fuch  infor¬ 
mation  may  be  wanted,  or  to  which 
the  fame  is  intended  to  be  applied, 
ihould  be  dated  in  the  application* 

Refolved,  that  it  is  expedient  to 
pafs  the  laws  neceffary  for  carry¬ 
ing  into  effedl  the  treaty  lately  con¬ 
cluded  with  certain  Indians  north* 
weft  of  the  Ohio. 

Refolved,  that  it  is  expedient  to 
pafs  the  laws  neceftary  for  carrying 
into  effeCt  the  treaty  lately  con¬ 
cluded  with  the  dey  and  regency  of 
Algiers. 

The  houfe  taking  into  confidera- 
tion  the  treaty  of  amity,  com¬ 
merce,  and  navigation,  between 
the  United  States  aild  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  communicated  by  the  prefi- 
dent  in  his  melfage  of  the  firft  day 
of  March  laft,  are  of  opinion,  that 
it  is  in  many  refpeCts  highly  inju¬ 
rious  to  the  interefts  of  the  United 
States ;  yet,  were  they  poffeffed  of 
any_  information  that  could  juftify 
the  great  facrihces  contained  in  the 
treaty,  their  fincere  defire  to  cherifh 
harmony  and  amicable  intercourfe 
with  all  nations,  and  their  earned: 
with  to  co-operate  in  haftening  a 
final  adjuftment  of  the  differen¬ 
ces  fublifiing  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  might 
have  induced  them  to  wave  their 
objections  to  the  treaty  ;  but  when 
they  contemplate  the  conduCf  of 
Great  Britain,  in  perfevering,  fince 
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the  treaty  was  figned,  in  the  irr 
preffment'  of  American  feamen,  an 
the  feizure  of  American  veffels  h 
den  with  provifions,  contrary  t 
the  cleared:  right  of  neutral  nations 
whether  this  be  viewed  as  the  cor 
ftru&ion  meant  to  be  given  to  an 
article  in  the  treaty,  or  as  contrs 
ry  to^and  an  infraction  of  the  tru 
meaning  and  fpirit  thereof,  th 
houfe  cannot  but  confider  it  as  11 
cumbent  on  them  to  forbear,  undf 
fuch  circumffances,  taking  at  pre 
fent  any  aCtive  meafures  on  tl: 
fubjeCt :  therefore, 

Refolved,  that*  under  the*  cii 
cumftances  aforefaid,  and  with  fuc 
information  as  the  houfe  poffeffe: 
it  is  not  expedient  at  this  time  t 
concur  in  pafling  the  laws  neceffs 
ry  for  carrying  the  faid  treaty  int 
effeCt  *. 


JldJrefs  of  George  JU afiington ,  Prt 
fident ,  to  the  Citizens  cf  the  Unite 
States ,  on  his  intended  Ref  gnat  ion 

Friends  and  fellow  citizens, 
The  period  for  a  new  elec 
tion  of  a  citizen  to  adminifter  th 
executive  government  of  the  Unit 
ed  States,  being  not  far  diftanl 
and  the  time  actually  arrived  whei 
your  thoughts  muff  be  employe 
in  defignating  the  perfon  who  i 
to  be  clothed  with  that  importan 
truff,  it  appears  to  me  proper,  e 
fpecially  as  it  may  conduce  to  ; 
more  diftinCt  exprellion  of  th 
public  voice,  that  I  fliould  now  ap 
prife  you  of  the  refolution  I  hav< 
formed,  to  decline  being  cortfi 
dered  among  the  number  of  thof 
out  of  whom  a  choice  is  to  b( 
made. 

I  beg  you,  at  the  fame  time,  t( 


*  The  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  however,  was  finally  ratified  by  the  houfe  of  re 

prefentatives,  on  th«  30th  of  April,  17031 
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$0  me  the  juftice  to  be  affined, 
that  this  refokition  has  not  been 
taken  without  a  dried  regard  to 
ail  the  confiderations  appertaining 
to  the  relation  which  binds  a  duti¬ 
ful  citizen  to  his  country  ;  and  that, 
in  withdrawing  the  tender  of  fer- 
Vice,  which  dlence,  in  my  fitua- 
tion,  might  imply,  I  am  influenced 
by  no  diminution  of  zeal  for  your 
future  intered;  no  deficiency  of 
grateful  refped  for  your  pad  kind- 
nefs;.  but  am  fupported  by  a  full 
'conviction  that  the  dep  is  compa¬ 
tible  with  both. 

The  acceptance  of,  and  conti¬ 
nuance  hitherto  in  the  office  to 
which  your  fuffrages  have  twice 
called  me,  have  been  a  uniform 
facrifice  of  inclination  to  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  duty,  and  to  a  deference 
for  what  appeared  to  be  your  de¬ 
fire.  I  conftantly  hoped  that  it 
would  have  been  much  earlier  in 
my  power,  confidently  with  mo¬ 
tives  which  I  was  not  at  liberty  to 
difregard,  to  return  to  that  retire¬ 
ment  from  which  I  had  been  re- 
luClantly  drawn.  The  drength  of 
my  inclination  to  do  this,  previous 
to  the  lad  eleCfion,  had  even  led 
to  the  preparation  of  an  addrefs  to 
declare  it  to  you ;  but  mature  re¬ 
jection  on  the  then  perplexed  and 
critical  podure  of  our  affairs  with 
foreign  nations,  and  the  unanimous 
advice  of  perfons  entitled  to  my 
Confidence*  impelled  me  to  abandon 
the  idea. 

I  rejoice  that  the  date  of  your 
concerns,  external  as  well  as  in- 
ten  al,  no  longer  renders  the  pur- 
luit  of  inclination  incompatible 
with  the  fentiment  of  duty  or  pro¬ 
priety  ;  and  am  perfuaded,  what¬ 
ever  partiality  may  be  retained  for 
•mv  fervices,  that,  in  the  prefent 
circumdances  of  our  country,  you 
will  not  difapprove  my  determina¬ 
tion  to  retire. 
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The  impreffions  with  which  I 
firff  undertook  the  arduous  truft 
were  explained  on  the  proper  oc- 
calion.  In  the  difc barge  of  this 
trud,  I  will  only  fay  that  I  have, 
with  good  intentions,  contributed, 
towards  the  organization  and  ad- 
minidration  of  the  government,  the 
bed  exertions  of  which  a  very  fak 
lible  judgment  was  capable.  Not 
unconfcious  in  the  outfet,  of  the 
inferiority  of  my  qualifications,  ex¬ 
perience  in  my  own  eyes,  perhaps, 
dill  more  in  the  eyes  of  others,  has 
drengthened  the  motives  to  diffi¬ 
dence  of  myfelf;  and  every  day  the 
increafing  weight  of  years  admo- 
niflies  me  more  and  more  that  the 
fhade  of  retirement  is  as  neceffary 
to  me  as  it  will  be  welcome.  Sa¬ 
tisfied,  that  if-  any  circumdances 
have  given  peculiar  value  to  my 
fervices,  they  were  temporary;  I 
have  the  confolation  to  believe, 
that  while  choice  and  prudence 
invite  me  to  quit  the  political  fcene, 
patriotifm  does  not  forbid  it. 

In  looking  forward  to  the  moment 
Which  is  intended  to  terminate  the 
career  of  my  public  life,  my  feelings 
do  not  permit  me  to  fufpend  the 
deep  acknowledgment  of  that  debt 
of  gratitude  which  I  owe  to  my  be¬ 
loved  country,  for  the  many  ho¬ 
nours  it  has  conferred  upon  me: 
dill  more  for  the  dedfad  confidence 
with  which  it  has  fupported  me; 
and  for  the  opportunities  I  have 
thence  enjoyed,  of  manifeding  my 
inviolable  attachment,  by  fervices 
faithful  and  perfevering,  though  in. 
ufefulnefs  unequal  to  my  zeal.  If 
benefits  have  refuited  to  our  coun¬ 
try  from  thefe  fervices,  let  it  always 
be  remembered  to  your  praife,  and 
as  an  indrindive  example  in  our  an¬ 
nals,  that,  under  circumdances  in 
which  the  paffions,  agitated  in  eve¬ 
ry  direction,  were  liable  to  miflead, 
amidd  appearances  fometimes  du« 

'  bious, 
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bious,  viciflititdes  of  fortune  often 
difcou raging,  in  filiations  in  v/hith, 
not  unfrequen'tly,  want  of  fuccefs 
has  countenanced  the  fpirit  of  cri- 
ticifm  ;  the  conftancy  of  your  fup- 
port  was  the  eftential  prop  of  the 
efforts,  and  a  guarantee  of  the 
plans  by  which  they  were  effected. 
Profoundly  penetrated  with  this 
idea,  I  dial}  carrv  it  with  me  to 
my  grave,  as  a  ftrong  incitement  to 
tinceaftng  vows  that  heaven  may 
continue  to  von  the  c hoi 6 eft  to- 
kens  of  its  beneficence^  that  your 
union  and  brotherly  affe&ion  may 
be  perpetual ;  that  the  free  confti- 
tut  ion,  which  is  the  work  of  your 
hands,  may  b£  facredly  maintained; 
that  its  adminiftration  in  every 
department  may  be  ftamped  with 
wifdom  and  virtue;  that,  in  fine, 
the  happinefs  of  the  people  of  thefe 
ftates,  under  the  aufpices  of  liberty, 
may  be  made  complete,  by  fo  care¬ 
ful  a  prefer  vation  and  fo  prudent 
a  ufe  of  this  bkfting,  as  will  ac¬ 
quire  to  them  the  glory  of  recom¬ 
mending  it  to  the  applaufe,  the  af¬ 
fection,  and  adoption  of  every  na¬ 
tion  which  is  yet  a  ftranger  to  it. 

Here,  perhaps,  I  ought  to  ftop. 
But  folici tude  for  your  welfare, 
which  cannot  end  but  with  my 
life,  and  the  apprehenfion  of  dan¬ 
ger,  natural  to  that  folicitude,  urge 
me,  on  an  occafion  like  the  prefent, 
to  offer  to  your  {hlemn  contempla¬ 
tion,  and  to  recommend  to  your 
frequent  review,  lhme  fentiments, 
which  are  the  refijlt  of  much  re¬ 
flection,  of  no  inconfiderable  ob- 
feryation,  and  which  appear  to  me 
all-important  to  the  permanency  of 
your  felicity  as  a  people.  Thefe 
will  be  offered  to  you  with  the  more 
freedom,  as'  you  can  only  fee  in 
them  the  difinterefted  warnings  of 
a  parting  friend,  who  can  polhbly 
have  no  perfonal  motive  to  bias  his 
Caunfel,  Nor  can  I  forget,  as  an 
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encouragement  to  it,  your  in  duP 
gent  reception  of  my  fentiments? 
On  a  former  and  not  diffimilar  oc* 
cafion. 

Interwoven  $s  is  the  IoVe  of  liber¬ 
ty  with  every  ligament  of  your  hearty 
no  recommendation  of  mine  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  fortify  or  Confirm  the 
attachment. 

The  unity  of  government,- w h i c h; 
cortftitutes  you  one  people,  is  alfcr 
now  dear  to  voul  It  is  jufMv  fo ; 
for  it  is  a  main  pillar  in  the  edifice 
of  your  real  independence,  the  flip- 
port  of  your  tranquillity  at  home/ 
your  peace  abroad  ;  of  your  fafetv,' 
of  your  profperity,  of  that  very 
liberty  which  you  fo  highly  prize. 
But,  as  it  is  eafy  to'  forefee,  thae 
from  different  caufes,  and  from  dif¬ 
ferent  quarters,  much  pains  will  be 
taken,  many  artifices  employed,  to 
weaken  In  your  minds  the  con¬ 
viction  of  this  truth;  as  this  is  the 
point  iir  your  political  fortrefs' 
againft  which  the  batteries  of  in¬ 
ternal  and  external  enemies  will  be 
m  o  ft  to  n  ft  a  n  tly  andadtively  though 
covertly  and  inlidiouily)  diredhedj- 
it  is  of  infinite  moment  that  you 
fhould  properly  eftimate  the  irn- 

menfe  value  of  vour  national  unioif 

✓ 

to  your  collective  and  individual 
happinefs;  that  you  ftiouldcherifh 
a  cordial,  habitual,  and  irrtmovev 
able  attachment  to  it ;  accnftoming 
yourfelves  to  think  and  fpeak  of  it 
as  of  the  palladium  of  your  politi¬ 
cal  fafetv  and  profperity;  watching 
for  its  prefervatinn  with  jealous 
anxiety ;  difcountenancing  what¬ 
ever  may  fuggeft  even  a  fufpicion 
that  it  can  in  any  event  be  aban¬ 
doned  ;  and  indignantly  frowning 
upon  the  firft  dawning  of  every 
attempt  to  alienate  any  portion  of 
our  country  from  the  reft,-  or  to' 
enfeeble  the  facred  ties  which  now 
link  together  its  various  parts. 

For  this  you  have  every  induce¬ 
ment 


public 

fnent  of  fympathy  and  intereft. 
Citizens,  by  birth  or  choice,  of  a 
common  country,  that  country  has 
a  right  to  concentrate  your  affec¬ 
tions.  The  name  of  American, 
which  belongs  to  vou  in  vour  na- 
tional  capacity,  muft  always  exaft 
the  juft  pride  of  patriotifm  more 
than  any  appellation  derived  from 
local  difcriminations.  With  flight 
fhades  of  difference,  you  have  the 
fame  religion,  manners,  habits,  and 
political  principles.  You  have,  in 
a  common  caufe,  fought  and  tri¬ 
umphed  together;  the  indepen¬ 
dence  and  liberty  you  poffefs,  are 
the  work  of  joint  councils  and 
l-oint  efforts,  of  common  dangers, 
fufferings,  and  fuc cedes. 

But  thefe  confiderations,  how¬ 
ever  powerfully  they  addrefs  them¬ 
selves  to  your  fenfibility,  are  great¬ 
ly  outweighed  by  thofe  which  ap¬ 
ply  more  immediately  to  your  in¬ 
tereft.  Here  every  portion  of  our 
country  finds  the  mofl  command¬ 
ing  motives  for  carefully  guarding 
and  preferving  the  union  of  the 
whole-. 

The  horth,  in  an  unreftrained 
intercourfe  with  the  Youth,  pro¬ 
tected  by  the  equal  laws  of  a  com¬ 
mon  government,  finds,  in  the  pro¬ 
ductions  of  the  latter,  great  addi¬ 
tional  refources  of  maritime  and 

* 

commercial  enterprife,  and  preci¬ 
ous  materials  of  manufacturing  in- 
duftry.  The  fouth,  in  the  fame 
intercourfe,  benefiting  by  the  agen¬ 
cy  of  the  north,  fees  its  agriculture 
grow  and  its  commerce  expand  ; 
turning  partly7-  into  its* own  chan¬ 
nels  the  feamen  of  the  north,  it 
finds  its  particular  navigation  invi¬ 
gorated  ;  and  wrhile  it  contributes, 
in  different  ways,  to  nourifli  and 
increafe  the  general  mafs  of  the 
national  navigation,  it  looks  for¬ 
ward  to  the  protection  of  a  ma- 
*796.. 
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ritime  ftrength,  to  which  itfelf  is 
unequally  adapted.  The  eaft,  in  a 
like  intercourfe  with  the  weft,  al¬ 
ready  finds,  and,  in  the  progrefti  ve 
improvement  of  interior  commu¬ 
nication  by  land  and  water,  will 
more  and  more  find  a  valuable  vent 
for  the  commodities  which  it  brings 
from  abroad,  or  manufactures  at 
home.  The  weft  derives  from  the 
eaft  fupplies  requifite  to  its  growth 
and  comfort;  and  what  is  perhaps 
of  ftiil  greater  confequence,  it  mu  fit 
of  neceifity  owe  the  fecure  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  indifpenfable  outlets  for 
its  own  productions  to  the  weight, 
influence,- and  the  future  maritime 
ftrength  of  the  Atlantic  fide  of  the 
Union,  directed  by  an  indifloluble 
community  of  intereft  as  one  na¬ 
tion.  Any  other  tenure  by  which 
the  weft  can  hold  this  eftential  ad¬ 
vantage,  whether  derived  from  its 
own  feparate  ftrength,  or  from  an 
apoftate  and  unnatural  connection 
with  any  foreign  power,  mu  ft  be 
intrinfically  precarious. 

While,  then,  every  part  of  our 
country  thus  feels  an  immediate 
and  particular  intereft  in  union,  ait 
the  parts  combined  cannot  fail  to 
find,  in  the  united  mafs  of  means 
and  efforts,  greater  ftrength,  greater 
refource,  proportionably  greater  fe- 
curity  from  external  danger,  a  Iefs 
frequent  interruption  of  their  peace 
by  foreign  nations  $  and,  what  is  of 
ineftimable  value,  they  muft  derive 
from  union,  an  exemption  from 
thofe  broils  and  wars  between 
themfelves  which  fo  frequently 
affiiCt  neighbouring  countries,  not 
tied  together  by  the  fame  govern¬ 
ment,  which  their  own  rivalfhips 
alone  would  be  fufticient  to  pro¬ 
duce,  but  which  oppofite  foreign 
alliances,  attachments  and  intrigues, 
would  ftimulate  and  imbitter.  Hence 
like  wife,  they  will  avoid  the  necef 
(M)  fity 
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fity  of  thofe  overgrown  eftablifh- 
ments,  which,  under  any  form  of 
government,  are  inaufpicious  to  li¬ 
berty,  and  which  are  to  be  regard¬ 
ed  as  particularly  hoftile  to  repub¬ 
lican  liberty  :  in  this  fenfe  it  is,  that 
vour  union  ought  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  main  prop  of  your  liber¬ 
ty,  and  that  the  love  of  the  one 
ought  to  endear  to  you  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  other. 

Thefe  confiderations  fpeak  a  per- 
fuafive  language  to  every  reflecting 
and  virtuous  mind,  and  exhibit 
the  continuance  of  the  union  as 
a  primary  objeCt  of  patriotic  ddire. 
Is  there  a  doubt  whether  a  com¬ 
mon  government  can  embrace  fo 
large  a  fphere?  Let  experience 
folve  it.  To  Men  to  mere  fpecu- 
lations/in  fuch  a  cafe,  were  crimi¬ 
nal.  We  are  authorifed  to  hope 
that  a  proper  organization  of  the 
whole,  with  the  auxiliary  agency 
of  governments  for  the  refpeCtive 
fubdivilions,  will  afford  a  happy 
ifllie  to  the  experiment.  ’Tis  well 
worth  a  fair  and  full  experiment. 
With  fuch  powerful  and  obvious 
motives  to  union,  affeCling  all  parts 
of  our  country,  while  experience 
fhall  not  have  demonftrated  its  im¬ 
practicability, /there  will  always  be 
reafon  to  diftruft  the  patriotifm 
of  thofe  who  in  any  quarter  may 
endeavour  to  weaken  its  bands. 

In  contemplating  the  caufes 
which  mav  difturb  our  union,  it 
occurs  as  matter  of  ferious  concern, 
that  any  ground  (hould  have  been 
furnifhed  for  characterizing  parties 
by  geographical  difcriminations, 
northern  and  fouthern,  Atlantic 
and  weftern;  whence  defigning  men 
may  endeavour  to  excite  a  belief  that 
there  isa  real  difference  of  local  in- 
terefts  and  views.  One  of  the  ex¬ 
pedients  of  party  to  acquire  influ¬ 
ence  within  particular  diftriCts,  is, 
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to  mifreprefent  the  opinions  an< 
aims  of  other  diftriCts.  You  can 
not  (hiekl  yourfelves  too  mucl 
again#  the  jealoufies  and  heart 
burnings  which  fpring  from  thef 
mifreprefentations ;  they  tend  t 
render  alien  to  each  other  thof 
who  ought  to  be  bound  togethe 
by  fraternal  affeCtidn.  The  inha 
bitants  of  our  weftern  country  hav 
lately  had  a  ufeful  leffon  on  thi 
head ;  they  have  feen,  in  the  ne 
gotiation  by  the  executive,  and  ii 
the  unanimous  ratification  by  th 
fenate,  of  the  treaty  with  Spain 
and  in  the  univerfal  fatisfaCtion  a 
the  event  throughout  the  Unite* 
States,  a  decifive  proof  how  un 
founded  were  the  fufpicions  pro 
pagated  among  them,  of  a  polic] 
in  the  general  government,  and  ir 
the  Atlantic  ftates,  unfriendly  t( 
their  interefts  in  regard  to  th< 
Mifliflippi:  they  have  been  wit 
neiTes  to  the  formation  of  twe 
treaties,  that  with  Great  Britain 
and  that  with  Spain,  which  fecur< 
to  them  every  thing  they  could  de 
fire,  in  refpeCt  to  our  foreign  re 
lations,  towards  confirming  then 
profperity.  Will  it  not  be  then 
wifdom  to  rely  for  the  prefervatior 
of  thefe  advantages  on  the  unioi 
by  which  they  were  procured  i 
Will  they  not  henceforth  be  deal 
to  thofe  advifers,  if  fuch  there 
are,  who  would  fever  them  from 
their  brethren,  and  conneCt  them 
with  aliens }  * 

To  the  efficacy  and  permanency 
of  your  union,  a  government  for 
the  whole  is  indifpenfable.  No 
alliances,  however  ftriCt,  between 
the  parties,  can  be  an  adequate  fub- 
ftitute;  they  mu  ft  inevitably  ex¬ 
perience  the  infractions  and  inter¬ 
ruptions  which  all  alliances  in  all 
times  have  experienced.  Senfible 
of  tiiis  momentous  truth, .you  have 

improved 


improved  upon  your  firft  effay,  bv 
:he  adoption  of  a  confritution  of 
government  better  calculated  than 
four  former  for  an  intimate  union, 
md  for  the  efficacious  management 
>f  your  common  concerns.  This 
rovernment,  the  offspring  of  our 
nvn  choice,  uninfluenced  and  un¬ 
wed,  adopted  upon  full  invef- 
igation  and  mature  deliberation, 
:omplete!y  free  in  its  principles, 
n  the  diftribution  of  its  powers 
initing  fecurity  with  energy,  and 
:ontaining  within  itfelf  a  provifion 
or  its  own  amendment,  has  juft 
laim  to  your  confidence  and  your 
upport.  Refpedl  for  its  authority, 
ompliance  with  its  laws,  acquief- 
ence  in  its  meafures,  are  duties 
njoined  by  the  fundamental  max- 
ms  of  true  liberty.  The  bafis  of 
ur  political  fyftema  is  the  right 
f  the  people  to  make  and  to  alter 
heir  confutations  of  government; 
mt  the  confutation,  which  at  any 
ime  exifts,  until  changed  by  an 
xplicit  and  authentic  adl  of  the 
fhole  people,  is  facredly  obli- 
atory  upon  ail.  The  very  idea 
f  the  power  and  the  right  of  the 
eople  to  eftablifh  government, 
refuppofes  the  duty  of  every  in- 
ividual  to  obey  the  eftablifhed 
overnment. 

All  obftrudliotis  to  the  execution 
f  the  laws,  all  combinations  and 
ffociations,  under  whatever  plau- 
ble  charadler,  with  the  real  de- 
gn  to  direct,  controul,  counter- 
dl,  or  awe  the  regular  deliberation 
nd  adlion  of  the  conftituted  autho- 
ities,  are  definitive  of  this  fun- 
amental  principle,  and  of  fatal 
mdency.  They  ferve  to  orga- 
ize  fadtion,  to  give  it  an  artificial 
nd  extraordinary  force,  to  put  in 
place  of  the  delegated  will  of 
nation,  the  will  of  a  party, 
ften  a  fmall  but  artful  and  enter¬ 
ing  minority  of  the  community; 


and  according  to  the  alternate  tri¬ 
umphs  of  different  parties,  to 
make  the  public  administration  the 
mirror  of  the  ill-concerted  and  in¬ 
congruous  proje&s  of  fadtion,  ra: 
ther  than  the  organ  of  confident 
and  wholefome  plans,  digefted  by 
common  councils,  and  modified  by 
mutual  interefts. 

However  combinations  or  affo- 
ciations  of  the  above  defcription 
may,  nov/  and  then,  anfwer  popu¬ 
lar  ends,  they  are  likely,  in  the 
courfe  of  time  and  things,  to  be¬ 
come  potent  engines,  by  which 
cunning,  ambitious,  and  unprin¬ 
cipled  men  will  be  enabled  to  fub~ 
vert  the  powers  of  the  people, 
and  to  ufurp  for  themfelves  the 
reins  of  government;  deftroying 
afterwards  the  very  engines  which 
have  lifted  them  to  unjuft  domi¬ 
nion. 

Towards  theprefervation  of  your 
government,  and  the  permanency 
of  your  prefen t  happy  ftate,  it  is 
requifite,  not  only  that  you  fteadi- 
Iv  difcountenance  irregular  pppo- 
fitions  to  its  acknowledged  autho¬ 
rity,  but  alfo,  that  you  refill  with 
care  the  fpirit  of  innovation  upon 
its  principles,  however  fpecious  the 
pretexts.  One  method  of  affauit 
may  be  to  effedt,  in  the  forms  of 
the  conftitution,  alterations  which 
will  impair  the  energy  of  the  fyftem* 
and  thus  to  'undermine  what  can¬ 
not  be  diredtly  overthrown.  In  all 
the  changes  to  which  you  may  be 
invited,  remember  that  time  and 
habit  are  at  leaft  as  neceffary  to  fix 
the  true  charade er  of  governments 
as  of  other  human  inftitutions  — 
that  experience  is  the  fureft  ftand- 
dard  by  which  to  teft  the  real  ten¬ 
dency  of  theexifting  conftitution  of 
a  country;  that  facility  in  changes, 
upon  the  credit  of  mere  hvpothefis 
and  opinion,  expofes  to  perpetual 
change,  from  the  endlefs  variety  of 
(M  2)  hypo- 
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hypothecs  and  opinion ;  and  re- 
member,  especially,  that  for  the 
efficient  management  of  your  com¬ 
mon  interefts,  in  a  country  fo  ex¬ 
tensive  as  ours,  a  government  of  as 
much  vigour  as  is  confident  with 
the  perfeft  Security  of  liberty  is 
indifpenfable.  Liberty  itfelf  will 
find  in  fuch  a  government,  with 
powers  properly  distributed  and  ad¬ 
jured,  its  fureft  guardian.  It  is, 
indeed,  little  elfe  than  a  name, 
where  the  government  is  too  feeble 
to  withstand  the  enterprizes  of  fac¬ 
tion,  to  confine  each  member  of 
the  fociety  within  the  limits  pre¬ 
scribed  bv  the  laws,  and  to  main¬ 
tain  all  in  the  fecure  and  tranquil 
enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  perfons 
and  property. 

I  have  already  intimated  to  you 
the  danger  of  parties  in  the  State, 
with  the  particular  reference  to  the 
founding  of  them  on  geographi¬ 
cal  discriminations.  Let  me  now 
take  a  more  comprehensive  view, 
and  warn  you  in  the  moft  Solemn 
manner  againSt  the  baneful  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  fpirit  of  party  gene¬ 
rally. 

This  fpirit,  unfortunately,  is 
infeparable  from  our  nature,  hav¬ 
ing  its  roots  in  the  Strongest  paf- 
fions  of  the  human  mind.  It  ex¬ 
ists  under  different  Shapes  in  all 
governments,  more  or  lefs  Stifled, 
control] ted,  or  fuppreSTed  ;  but  in 
thole  of  the  popular  form,  it  is 
feen  in  its  greatest  ranknefs,  and  it 
is  truly  their  worft  enemv. 

The  alternate  dominion  of  one 
faction  over  another,  Sharpened  by 
the  fpirit  of  revenge  natural  to 
party  diffenSion,  which  in  different 
ages  and  countries  has  perpetrated 
the  inoft  horrid  enormities,  is  itfelf 
a  moft  horrid  defpotifm.  But  this 
leads  at  length  to  a  more  formal 
and  permanent  defpotifm.  The 
difprders  and  mi  fries,  which  ref u  It, 
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gradually  incline  the  minds  of  me 
to  feek  Security  and  repofe  in  th 
abfolute  power  of  an  individual 
and,  fooner  or  later,,  the  chief  o 
fome  prevailing  faftion,  more  abl 
or  more  fortunate  than  his  compe 
titors,  turns  this  difpofition  to  th 
purpofes  of  his  own  elevation,  o. 

the  ruins  of  public  liberty. 

Without  looking  forward  to  a 
extremity  of  this  kind  (which  nc 
verthelefs  ought  not  to  be  entire 
ly  out  of  Sight),  the  common  an 
continued  mifehiefs  of  the  fpiri 
of  party  are  fufficient  to  make  j 
the  intereff  and  'duty  of  a  wif 
people  to  difeourage  and.reftrai 

it. 

It  Serves  always  to  diftraft  th 
public  councils  and  enfeeble  th 
public  administration.  It  agitate 
the  community  with  ill-foundei 
•jealouSjes  and  falfe  alarms;  kindle 
the  animofity  of  one  part  againl 
another,  foments  occasionally  rio 
and  mfirreftion.  It  opens  the  doo 
to  foreign  influence  and  corrup 
tion,  which  And  a  facilitate, 
accefs  to  the  government  itfel 
through  the  channels  ©f  part; 
pallions.  T.hus  the  policy  an< 
the  will  of  one  country  are  fib 

jefted  to  the  policy  and  will  o 
another. 

There  is  an  opinion,  that  partie 
in  free  countries  are  ufeful  check: 
upon  the  ad  mini  Sira, tion  of  the  go 
vernment,  and  ferve  to  keep  aim 
the  fpirit  of  liberty.  This,  withh: 
certain  limits,  is  probably  true 
and  in  governments  of  a  monarchi 
cal  caff,  patriotism  may  look  wit!: 
indulgence,  if  not  with  favour! 
upon  the  fpirit  of  pa/ty..  But  ir 
thole  of  the  popular  char'after,  ir! 
governments  purely  eleftive,  it.  ij 
a  fpirit  not  to  be  encouraged.  Iron 
their  natural  tendenev,  it  is  certain 
there  will  always  be  enough  ofjtha'1 
Spirit  for  every  Salutary  purpofe 
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And  there  being  conftant  danger  of 
excels, "the  effect  ought  to  be,  by 
force  of  public  opinion,  to  mitigate 
and  ,affuage  it.  A  fire  not  to  be 
quenched- — it  demands  a  uniform 
vigilance  to  prevent  its  burning 
into  a  flame,  left,  inftead  of  warm¬ 
ing,  it  ftioukl  confume. 

It  is  important,  like  wife',  that  the 
habits  of  thinking  in  a  free  coun¬ 
try  ibould  infpire  caution  in  thofe 
entrufted  with  its  adminiftration,  tq 
confine  -  themfelves  within  their 
respective  conftitutio.nal  fpheres, 
avoiding,  in  .the  exercile  of  the 
powers  of  one.  department,  to  en¬ 
croach  upon  another.  The  Spirit 
of  encroachment  tends  to  confoli- 
date  the  powers  of  all  the  depart¬ 
ments  into  one,  and  thus  to  create, 
whatever  the  form  of  government, 
a  real  defpotifrn.  A  juft  eftimate 
of  that  love  of  power,  and  prone- 
nefs  to  abufc  it,  which  predomi¬ 
nates. in  the  human  heart,  is  iuffi- 
cient  'to  Satisfy  .us  p.f  the  truth  of 
this  position.  The  neceftity  of  re¬ 
ciprocal  checks  in  the  exercile  of 
political  power,  by  dividing  and 
diftributing  it  into  different  depo- 
Atones,  and  conftituting  each  the 
guardian  of  the  puhiic  weal  againft 
invafiprts  by  the  others,  has  been 
evinced  by  experiments  ancient  and 
modern  ;  lo me"  of  them  in  our 
Country,  and  under  our  own  eyes. 
To  preferye  them  mull  be  as  ne- 
celTary  as  to  inftkute  them.  If,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  people,  the  cliftri- 
bution  *\r  modification  of  the  con- 
ftitutioiial  powders  be  in  any  parti¬ 
cular  wrqng,  let  it  be  corrected  by 
fin  amendment  in  the  way  which 
the  conftitution  defignates.  But  let 
there  be  no  change  by  u  fur  pat  ion  ; 
for  though  this,  in  one  inftance, 
may  be  the  inftrument  of  good,  it 
is  £h,e  cuftomary  weapon  by  which 
free  governments  are  deftroyed. 
The  precedent  mull  always  greatly 
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over-balance  in  permanent  evil  any 
partial  or  tranlient  benefit  which 
the  ufe  can  at  any  time  yield. 

Of  all  the  difpofitions  and  habits 
which  lead  to  political  profperk-y, 
religion  and  morality  are  indifpen- 
fable  fupnorts.  In  wain  would  that 
man  claim  the  tribute  of  patrio- 
tifm  who  fliould  labour  to  fubvert 
thefe  great  pillars  of  human  happi- 
nefs,  thefe  iirmeft  props  of  the  du¬ 
ties  of  men  and  citizens.  The  mere 
politician,  equally  with  the  pious 
man,  ought  to  refped  and  to 
cherifti  them.  A  volume  could  not 
trace  all  their  connexion  with  pri¬ 
vate  and  public  felicity.  Let  it 
limply  be  alked,  where  . is  the  lecu- 
rity  for  property,  for  reputation, 
for  life,  if  the  fenfe  of  religious 
obligation  defert  the  oa:hs,  which 
are  the  inftruments  of  inveftiea- 
tion  in  courts  of  juftice  ?  And  let 
ns  with  caution  indulge-  the  fup- 
pofition  that  morality  can  be  main¬ 
tained  without  religion.  What¬ 
ever  may  be  conceded  to  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  refined  education  on 
minds  of  peculiar. ftructu re,  reafon 
and  experience  both  forbid  -us  to 
expert  that  national  mora.ity  can 
prevail  in  exclufion  of4  religious 
principle. 

It  is  fubfi antially  true,  that  vir¬ 
tue  or  morality  is  a  neceffary  fpring 
of  popular  government.  The  rule 
indeed  extends  with  more  or  Ids-' 
force  to  every  fpecies  of  free  go¬ 
vernment.  Who,  that  is  a  fincere 
friend  to  it,,  can  look  with  indiffe¬ 
rence  upon  attempts  to  (hake  the 
foundation  of  the  fabric  ? 

Promote,  then,  as  an  obje<ft  of 
■primary  importance,  inftitutions 
%  the  general  diffufion  of  know¬ 
ledge.  In  proportion  as, the  ftruc- 
ture  of  government  gives  force  to 
public  opinion,  it  is  effential  that 
public  opinion  Ihould  be  enlight¬ 
ened. 

(V  3) 
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As  a  very  important  fource  of 
ftrength  and  fecurity,  cherifh  pub¬ 
lic  credit.  One  method  of  pre- 
ferving  it  is  to  ufe  it  as  sparingly  as 
poftible  ;  avoiding  occasions  of  ex¬ 
pence  by  cultivating  peace,  but  re¬ 
membering  alfo  that  timely  dif- 
burfements  to  prepare  for  danger, 
frequently  prevent  much,  greater 
difbu  dements  to  repel  it;  avoiding 
likewife  the  accumulation  of  debt, 
not  only  by  fhunning  occalions  of 
expence,  but  by  vigorous  exertions 
in  time  of  peace  to  difcharge  the 
debts  which  unavoidable  wars 
may  have  occafioned ;  not  unge- 
neroufly  throwing  upon  poflerity 
the  burthen  which  we  ourfeives 
ought  to  bear.  The  execution  of 
thefe  maxims  belongs  to  vour  re- 
preientatives,  but  it  is  necefTarv 
that  public  opinion  ftiould  co-ope¬ 
rate.  To  facilitate  to  them  the 
performance  of  their  duty,  it  is 
efiential  that  you  ftiould  praCIically 
bear  in  mind,  that  towards  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  debts  there  mull  be  a  re¬ 
venue  ;  that  to  have  revenue  there 
mud:  be  taxes ;  that  no  taxes  can 
be  deviled  which  are  not  more  or 
lefs  inconvenient  and  unpleafant ; 
that  the  intrinfic  embarraflinent  in- 
feparable  from  the  feledion  of  the 
proper  objects  (which  is  always  a 
choice  of  difficulties)  ought  to  be 
a  deciftve  motive  for  a  candid  con¬ 
firmation  of  the  conduct  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  in  making  it,  and  for  a 
fpirit  of  acquiefeence  in  the  mea- 
fures  for  obtaining  revenue,  which 
the  public  exigencies  may  at  any 
time  diCfate. 

Obferve  good  faith  and  juftice 
towards  all  nations,  cultivate  peace 
and  harmony  with  all;  religion 
and  morality  enjoin  this  conduct  ; 
and  can  it  be  that  good  policy  does 
not  equally  enjoin  it  ?  It  will  be 
worthy  of  a  free,.. enlightened,  and, 
at  no  very  diftant  period,  a  great; 


nation,  to  give  to  mankind  the 
magnanimous  and  too  novel  .exam* 
pie  of  a  people  always  guided  by 
an  exalted  juftice  and  benevolence. 
Who  can  doubt  that  in  the  courfe 
of  time  and  things  the  fruits  of 
fuch  a  plan  would  richly  repay  any 
temporary  advantages  which  might 
be  loft  by  a  fteady  adherence  to  it  ? 
Can  it  be  that  providence  has  not 
connected  the  permanent  felicity 
of  a  nation  with  its  virtues  ?  The 
experiment,  at  leaft,  is  recommend¬ 
ed  by  every  fentiment  which  en¬ 
nobles  human  nature.  Alas  !  is  it 
rendered  impoflible  by  its  vices  > 

In  the  execution  of  fuch  a  plan, 
nothing  is  more  efiential  than  that 
permanent  inveterate  antipathies 
againft  particular  nations,  and  paf- 
ftonate  attachments  for  others, 
ftiould  be  excluded  ;  and  that,  in 
place  of  them,  juft  and  amicable 
feelings  towards  all  ftiould  be  culti¬ 
vated.  The  nation  which  indulges 
towards  another  an  habitual  ha¬ 
tred,  or  an  habitual  fondnefs,  is  in 
fome  degree  a  flave.  It  is  a  flave 
to  its  animofity  or  to  its  affe&ion, 
either  of  which  is  fufficient  to  lead 
it  aftray  from  its  duty  and  its  in- 
tereft.  Antipathy  in  one  nation 
againft  another  difpofes  each  more 
readily  to  offer  infult  and  injury, 
to  lay  hold  of  flight  caufes.  of  urn* 
brage,  and  to  be  haughty  and 
intractable,  when  accidental  or 
trifling  occafions  of  difpute  occur. 
Hence  frequent  collifions,  obfti- 
nate,  envenomed,  and  bloody  con- 
tefts.  The  nation,  prompted  by 
ill-will  and  refentment,  fometimes 
impels  to  war  the  government, 
contrary  to  the  belt  calculations  of 
policy.  The  government  fome* 
times  participates  in  the  national 
propenfity,  and  adopts,  through 
pa fli on,  what  reafon  won  14  rejeft  ; 
at  other  times  it  makes  the  animo¬ 
fity  of  the  nation  fubfervient  to 
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projects  of  hoffility,  inftigated  by 
pride,  ambition,  and  other  finifter 
and  perniciOusmotives.  The  peace 
often,  fometimes,  perhaps,  the  li¬ 
berty  of  nations  has  been  the 
vi&im. 

So;  likewife,  a  paffionate  attach¬ 
ment  of  one  nation  for  another 
produces  a  variety  of  evils.  Sym¬ 
pathy  for  the  favourite  nation,  fa¬ 
cilitating  the  illufion  of  an  imagi¬ 
nary  common  intereft  in  cafes 
where  no  real  common  intereff  ex- 
ifts,  and  infilling  into  one  the  en¬ 
mities  of  the  other,  betrays  the  for¬ 
mer  into  a  participation  in  the 
quarrels  and  wars  of  the  latter, 
without  adequate  inducement  or 
juftification.  It  leads  alfo  to  con- 
cellions  to  the  favourite  nation,  of 
privileges  denied  to  others,  which 
is  apt  doubly  to  injure  the  nation 
making  the  conceflions;  by  unne- 
ceflarily  parting  with  what  ought 
to  have  been  retained  ;  and  by  ex- 
citing  jealoufy*  ill-will,  and  a  dif- 
polition  to  retaliate,  in  the  parties 
from  whom  equal  privileges  are 
with-held  :  and  it  gives  to  ambiti¬ 
ous,  corrupted,  or  deluded  citizens, 
(who  devote  themfelves  to  the  fa¬ 
vourite  nation)  facility  to  betray 
or  facrifice  the  interefts  of  their 
own  country,  without  odium,  fome¬ 
times  even  with  popularity;  gild¬ 
ing  with  the  appearances  of  a  vir¬ 
tuous  fenfe  of  obligation,  a  com¬ 
mendable  deference  for  public  opi¬ 
nion,  or  a  laudable  zeal  for  public 
good,  the  bafe  or  foolifh  compli¬ 
ances  of  ambition,  corruption,  or 
infatuation. 

As  the  avenues  to  foreign  in¬ 
fluence  in  innumerable  ways, 
fuch  attachments  are  particularly 
alarming  to  the  truly  enlightened 
and  independent  patriot.  .  How 
many  opportunities  do  they  afford 
to  tamper  with  domeftic  fa&ions, 
to  pra&ife  the  arts  of  fedu&ion,  to 
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miflead  public  opinion,  to  influ-' 
euce  or  awe  the  public  councils  ? 
Such  an  attachment  of  a  fmall  or 
w.eak,  towards  a  great  or  powerful 
nation,  dooms  the  former  to  be  the 
fatellite  of  the  latter. 

Againff  the  infidious  wiles  of 
foreign  influence  (I  conjure  you 
to  believe  me,  fellow  citizens)  the 
jealoufy  of  a  free  people  ought  to 
be  conjiantly  awake;  fince  hiffory 
and  experience  prove,  that  foreign 
influence  is  one  of  the  molt  bane- . 
ful  foes  of  a  republican  govern¬ 
ment.  But  that  jealoufy,  to  be  ufe- 
ful,  muff  be  impartial  ;  elle  it  be¬ 
comes  the  inftrument  of  the  very 
influence  to  be  avoided,  inffead  of 
a  defence  againff  it.  Exceflive  par¬ 
tiality  for  one  foreign  nation,  and 
exceflive  diflike  of  another,  caufe 
thofe  whom  they  actuate  to  fee 
danger  only  on  one  fide,  and  ferve 
to  veil  and  even  fecond  the  arts  of 
influence  on  the  other.  Real  pin 
triots,  who  may  refift  the  intrigues, 
of  the  favourite,  are  liable  to  be¬ 
come  fufpetffed  and  odious;  while 
its  tools  and  dupes  ufurp  the  ap- 
plaufe  and  confidence  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  to  furrender  their  interefts. 

The  great  rule  of  coixhnff  for 
us,  in  regard  to  foreign  nations,  is, 
in  extending  our  commercial  rela¬ 
tions,  to  have  with  them  as  little 
political  connection  as  pofiible.  So 
far  as  we  have  already  formed  en¬ 
gagements,  let  them  be  fulfilled 
with  perfe<5t  good  faith. — Here  let 
us  ffop. 

Europe  has  a  fet  of  primary  in- 
tereffs,  which  to  us  have  none,  or 
a  very  remote  relation.  Hence  flic 
muff  be  engaged  in  frequent  con- 
troverfies,  the  caufes  of  which  are 
effentially  foreign  to  our  concerns. 
Hence,  therefore,  it  muff  be  un¬ 
wife  in  us  to  implicate  ourfelves 
by  artificial  ties  in  the  ordinary 
vicillitudes  of  her  politics,  or  the 
(M  4)  ordinary 
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ordinary  combinations  and  colli- 
lions  of  her  friendfhips  or  enmi¬ 
ties. 

Our  detached  and  diftant  fitua- 
tion  invites  and  enables  us  to  pur- 
fue  a  different  courfe.  If  we  re¬ 
main  one  people,  under  an  efficient 
government,  the  period  is  not  far 
off  when  we  may  defy  material 
injury  from  external,  annoyance; 
when  we  may  take  fuch  an  attitude 
as  will  caufe  the  neutrality  we  may 
at  any  time  refolve  upon  to  be 
fcrupulouflv  refpedfed  ;  when  bel¬ 
ligerent  nations,  under  the  irnpof- 
Bbility  of  making  acquifitions  upon 
ns,  will  not  lightly  hazard  the  giv¬ 
ing  us  provocation  ;  when  we  may 
choofe  peace  or  war,  as  our  in- 
tereff,  guided  byjuftice,  fhallcoun- 
fel. 

Why  forego  the  advantages  of 
fo  peculiar  a  fituation  ?  Why  quit 
our  own  to  ffand  upon  foreign 
ground  ?  Why,  by  interweaving 
our  delfiny  with  that  of  any  part 
of  Europe,  entangle  our  peace  and 
profperity  in  the  toils  of  European 
ambition,  rivalfhip,  intereft,  hu¬ 
mour,  or  caprice  ? 

’Tis'  our  true  policy  to  Peer 
clear  of  permanent  alliances  with 
any  portion  of  the  foreign  world  ; 
fo  far,  I  mean,  as  we  are  now  at 
libertv  to  do  it;  for  let  me  hot  be 
nnderftood  as  capable  of  patron ifing 
infidelity  to  exifting  engagements. 
I  hold  the  maxim  no  defs  applica¬ 
ble  to  public  than  to  private  af¬ 
fairs,  that  honefiy  is  always  the 
beft  policy,  I  repeat  it,  therefore, 
Jet  thole  engagements  be  obferved 
in  their  genuine  fenfe.  But,  in  my 
opinion,  it  is  unnecefTary  and  would 
be  unwife  to  extend  them.  Tak¬ 
ing  care  “always  to  keep  ourfelves, 
by  Putable’ eftabliftiments,  on  a  re- 
fpeilable  defenfive  pofture,  we 
jnay  fafely  trull  to  temporary  al¬ 


liances  for  extraordinary  emergen¬ 
cies.  ■  •  v-y  t  , 

Harmony,  liberal  intercourfe 
with  all  nations,  are  recommended 
by  policy,  humanity,  and  intereft. 
But  even  our  commercial  policy 
lhould  hold  an  equal  and  impartial 
hand  ;  neither  feeking  nor  granting 
exclufive  favours  or  preferences  ; 
confulting  the  natural  courfe  of 
things;  diffufing  and  diverfifying 
by  gentle  means  the  Breams  of 
commerce,  but  forcing  nothing ; 
eftablifhing,  with  powers  fo  dif- 
pofed,  in  order  to  give  trade  a  lia¬ 
ble  courfe,  to  define  the  rights  of 
our  merchants,  and  to  enable  the 
government  to  fupport  them,  con¬ 
ventional  rules  of  intercourfe,  the 
beft  that  prefent  circumftances  and 
mutual  opinion  will  permit ;  but 
temporary,  and  liable  to  be  from 
time  to  time  abandoned  or  varied, 
as  experience  and  circumftances 
Ihall  dhftate;  conllantly  keeping  in 
view  that  it  is  folly  in  one  nation 
to  look  for  difinterePed  favours 
from  another ;  that  it  muft  pay 
with  a  proportion  of  its  indepen¬ 
dence  for  whatever  it  may  accept 
under  that  character  ;  that,  by  fuch 
acceptance,  it  may  place  itfelf  in 
the  condition  of  having  given  e~ 
qiiivalents  for  nominal  favours,  and 
yet  of'  being  reproached  with  in¬ 
gratitude  for  not  giving  more. 
There  can  be  110  greater  error  than 
to  expedl  or  calculate  upon  real  fa¬ 
vours  from  nation  to  nation.  It  is 
an  iilufion  which  experience  muft 
Cure  ;  which  a  juft  pride  ought  ta 
difcard.  .  ^ 

In  offering  to  you,) my  country¬ 
men,  thefe  counfels  of  an  old  and 
affedlionate  friend,  I  dare  not  hope 
they  will  make  the  ftrong  and  laft> 
ing  imprellio-n  I  could  wifli ;  that 
they  will  controul  the  ufual  cur¬ 
rent  of  the  paffions,  or  prevent  our 
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nation  from  running  the  courfe 
which  has  hitherto  marked  the  de- 
ftinv  of  nations. .  But  if  I  may 
even  flatter  myfeif  that  they  may 
be  productive  of  fome  partial  be¬ 
nefit,  dome  oceafional  good  ;  that 
they  may  now  and  then  recur  to 
moderate  the  fury  of  party  fpirit, 
to  warn  againft  the  mifehids^  of 
foreign  intrigue,  to  guard  again!! 
the  impoftures  of  pretended  pa~ 
triotifm  ;  this  hope  will  be  a  full 
recompenfe  for  the  folicitude  for 
your  welfare,  by  which  they  have 
been  di&ated. 

How  far,  in  the  difeharge  of  my 
official  duties,  I  have  been  guided 
by  the  principles  which  have  been 
delineated,  the  public  records  and 
other  evidences  of  my  conduct 
mu  ft  witnefs  to  you  and  to  the 
world.  To  myfeif  the  aflurance  of 
my  own  confidence  is,  that  I  have 
at  lead  believed  myfeif  to  be  guided 
by  them. 

In  relation  to  the  {till  fub filling 
war  in  Europe,  my  proclamation 
of  the  sad  of  April,  1793,  is  the 
index  to  mv  plan.  Sanctioned  by 
your  approving  voice,  and  by  that 
of  your  reprefentatives  in  both 
houfes  of  Congrefs,  the  fpirit  of 
that  meafure  has  continually  go¬ 
verned  me,  uninfluenced  by  any 
attempts  to  deter  or  divert  me. 
from  it. 

,  After  deliberate  examination,  with 
the  aid  of  the  bell  lights  I  could 
obtain,  I  was  well  fatisfied  that  our 
country,  under  all  the  circumilan- 
ees  of  the  cafe,  had  a  right  to  take, 
and  was  bound  in  duty  and  in- 
terell  to  take  a  neutral  pofition. 
Having  taken  it,  I  determined,  as 
far  as  fliould  depend  upon  me,  to 
maintain  it  with  moderation,  per- 
feverance  and  firmnefs. 

.  The  confiderahQns  which  refpeCl 
the  right  to  hold  this  conduCt,  it  is 
wot  neceflary  on  this  occafion  to 
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detail.  I  will  only  obferve,  that, 
according  to  my  underftanding  of 
the  matter,  that  right,  fo  far  from 
being  denied  by  any  of  the  belli¬ 
gerent  powers,  has  been  virtually- 
admitted  by  all. 

The  duty  of  holding  a  neutral 
conduct  may  be  inferred,  without 
any  thing  more,  from  the  obliga¬ 
tion  which  juflice  and  humanity- 
impofe  on  every  nation,  in  cafes  in 
which  it  is  free  to  aCt,  to  maintain 
inviolate  the  relations  of  peace  and 
amity  towards  other  nations. 

The  inducements  of  intereft  for 
obferving  that  conduCt  will  beti  be 
referred  to  your  own  reflections 
and  experience.  With  me  a  pre¬ 
dominant  motive  has  been  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  gain  time  to  our  coun¬ 
try  to  fettle  and  mature  its  yet  re¬ 
cent  inftitutions,  and  to  progrefs, 
without  interruption,  to  that  de¬ 
gree  of  ftrength  and  confiftency 
which  is  neceflary  to  give  it,  hu-> 
manly  fpeaking,  the  command  of 
its  own  fortunes. 

Though,  in  reviewing  the  inci- 
dents,  of  my  adminiftration,  I  am. 
unconfcious'  of  intentional  error,  I 
am  neyerthelefs  too  fen  Able  of  my 
defeds  not.  to  think  it  probable* 
that  I  may  have  committed  many 
errors.  Whatever  they  may  be,  I: 
fervently  befeech  the  almighty  to 
avert  or  mitigate  the  evils  to  which: 
they  may  tend.  I  fhall  alfo  carry 
with  me  the  hope  that  my  country 
will  never  ceafe  to  view  them  with 
indulgence;  and  that,  after  forty- 
five  years  of  my  life  dedicated  to 
its  lervice  with  an  upright  zeal, 
the  faults  of  incompetent  abilities 
will  be  configned  to  oblivion,  as 
myfeif  mu  ft  foon  be  to  the  man- 
fions  of  reft. 

Belying  on  its  kindnefs  in  this  as 
ih  other  things,  and  aCluated  by 
that  fervent  love  towards  it,  which 
is  fo  natural  to  a  man  who  vi^ws  in 

it 
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it  the  native  foil  of  himfelf  and  his 
progenitors  for  feveral  generations, 
I;  anticipate  with  pleafing  expecta¬ 
tion  that  retreat,  in  which  I  promife 
myfelf  to  realize,  without  alloy,  the 
fweet  enjoyment  of  partaking,  in 
the  rnid ft  of  my  fellow  citizens, 
the  benign  influence  of  good  laws, 
under  a  free  government,  the  ever 
favourite  object  of  my  heart,  and 
the  happy  reward,  as  I  trull,  of 
our  mutual  cares,  labours,  and  dan¬ 
gers. 

G.  Washington. 
United  States,  Sept.  17,  1796. 


Note  prefented  to  the  American  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State ,  by  Citizen  Adet , 
Minifer  Plenipotentiary  from  the 
French  Republic ,  Offt.  17,  1796. 

The  underfigned  miniller  pleni¬ 
potentiary  of  the  French  republic, 
in  conformity  to  the  orders  of  his 
government,  has  the  honour  of 
tranfmitting  to  the  fecretary  of  Hate 
of  the  United  States,  a  refolution 
taken  by  the  executive  of  the  French 
republic  on  the  nth  Meffidor,  4th 
year,  relative  to  the  eonduCl  which 
the  fhipt  of  war  6f  the  republic  are 
to  hold  toward  neutral  Veffeis. 

**  The  flag  df  the  republic  will 
tfeat  the  flag  of  neutrals  in  the  fame 
manner  as  they  (hall  fuller  it  to  be 
treated  by  the  Englifh. ” 

The  fentiments  which  the  Ame¬ 
rican  government  have  manifefled 
to  the  underfigned  miniller  pleni¬ 
potentiary,  do  not  permit  him  to 
doubt,  that  they  will  fee,  in  its 
true  light,  this  meafure  as  far  as  it 
may  concern  the  United  States, 
and  that  they  will  alfo  feel  that  it 
is  dictated  by  imperious  circum- 
fiances,  and  approved  by  jullice. 

'  Great  Britain,  during  the  war 
fhe  has  carried  on  again!!  the  re¬ 
public,  has  not  ceafed  ufing  every 
means  in  her  power  to  add  to  that 


fcourge  fcourges  Bill  more  terrible 
She  has  ufed  the  well-known  libe¬ 
rality  of  the  French  nation  to  th< 
detriment  of  that  nation.  Know 
ing  how  faithful  France  has  alway: 
been  in  the  obfer vance  of  her  trea 
ties ;  knowing  that  it  was  a  prin 
ciple  of  the  republic  to  refpeCl  the 
flags  of  all  nations,  the  Britilh  go¬ 
vernment,  from  the  beginning  oi 
the  War,  has  caufed  neutral  veffeis, 
and  in  particular  American  veffeis, 
to  be  detained,  taken  them  into 
its  ports,  and  dragged  from  them 
Frenchmen  and  French  property. 
France,  bound  by  a  treaty  with  the 
United  States,  could  find  only  areal 
difadvantage  in  the  article  of  that 
treaty  which  caufed  to  be  refpeCt- 
ed  as  American  property  Englifh 
property  found  on  board  American 
veifels.  They  had  a  right,  under 
this  confederation,  to  expeCl  that 
America  wrould  take  Heps  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  her  violated  neutrality. 
One  of  the  predecelfors  of  the  un¬ 
derfigned,  in  July  1 793,  applied  on 
this  fubjecl  to  the  government  of 
the  United  States;  but  he  was  not 
fuccefsful.  Nevertheless  the  nati¬ 
onal  convention,  who,  by  their  de¬ 
cree  of  the  9th  of  May,  1793,  had 
ordered  the  feizure  of  enemy’s  pro¬ 
perty  on  board  neutral  veifels,  de¬ 
claring,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the 
meafure  fliould  ceafe  when  the 
Englilh  fliould  refpeCl  neutral  Bags, 
had  excepted,  on  the  23d  of  the 
fame  month,  the  Americans  from 
the  operation  of  this  general  order. 
But  the  convention  was  obliged 
foon  to  repeal  the  law  which  con¬ 
tained  this  exception  fo  favourable 
to  Americans;  the  manner  in  which 
the  Englifh  conducted  themfelves, 
the  manifeft  intention  they  had  ta 
flop  the  exportation  of  provisions 
from  America  to  France,  rendered 
it  unavoidable. 

The  national  convention  by  this 

had 
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ad  re  ft  or  ed  the  equilibrium  of 
eutrality  which  England  had  de- 
roved  ;  had  difchar»ed  their  duty 
i  a  manner  juftified  by  a  thpufand 
aft  examples,  as  well  as  by  ,the 
eceffity  of  the  then  exifting  mo- 
lent.  They  might,  therefore,  to 
?call  the  orde-rs  they  had  given  to 
dze  the  enemy's  property  on 
oard  American  veftels,  have  wait- 
1  till  the  Britilh  government  had 
rft  definitively  revoked  the  lame 
rder,  a  fufpenfion  only  of  which 
'as  produced  by  the  embargo  laid 
v  Congrefs  the  26th  of  March, 
794.  But  as  foon  as  .they  were 
iformed  that,  under  orders  of  the 
overnment  of  the  United  States, 
Ir.  Jay  was  directed  to  remon¬ 
rate  againft  the  vexatious,  mea- 
ires  of  the  Englifli,  they  gave  or- 
ers,  by  the  law  of  the  13th  Ni- 
ofe,  3d  year,  to  the  (hips  of  war 
f  the,  republic  to  refpedt  Ameri- 
an  veftels  ;  and  the  committee  of 
iiblic  fafety,  in  their  explanatory 
ftoive  of  the  14th  of  the  fame 
idnth,  haftened  to  fancftion  the 
ime  principles.  The  national 
onyention  and  the  committee  of 
ublic  fafety  had  every  reafon  to 
elieve  that  this  open  and  liberal 
ondu6l  would  determine  the  Unit- 
d  States  to  ufe  every  effort  to  put 
flop  to  the  vexations  impofed 
pon  their,  commerce,  to  the  in¬ 
ary  of  the  French  republic  ;  they 
/ere  deceived  in  this  hope;  and 
fiough  the  treaty  of  friend  (hip, 
avigation,  and  commerce,  between 
jreat  Britain  and  the  United  States 
tad  been  figned  fix  weeks  before 
rrance  adopted  the  meafure  I  have 
uft  fpoken  of,  the  Englifli  did  not 
bandon  the  plan  they  had  formed, 
>ut  continued  to  flop  and  carry 
nto  their  ports  all  American  veftels 
>ound  to  French  ports,  or  return- 
ng  from  them. 

I  This  conduct  was  the  fubjeit  of 
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a’  note  which  the  underfigned  ad- 
drefted  on  the  7th  Vendemiaire, 
4th  year  (29th  September  1795, 
O.  S.)  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate. 
The  remonftrances  which  it  con¬ 
tained  were  founded  on  the  duties 
of  neutrality,  upon  the  principles 
which  Mr.  Jefferfon  had  laid  down' 
in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Pinckney, 
dated  the  13th  September,  1794. 

Yet  this  note  has  remained  with¬ 
out  an  anfwer,  though  recalled  to 
the  remembrance  of  the  fecretary 
of  ftate  by  a  difpatch  of  the  9th 
Germinal,  4th  year  (29th  March, 
1796,  O.  8.);  and  American  vef- 
fels  bound  to  French  ports,  or  re¬ 
turning  from  them,  have  ftill  been 
feized  by  the  Englifli.  Indeed 
more  ;  they  have  added  a  new  vex¬ 
ation  to  tbofe  they  had  already  im¬ 
pofed  upon  Americans ;  they  have 
imprefted  feameii  from  on  board 
American  veftels,  and  have  thus 
found  the  means  of  ftrengthening 
their  crews  at  the  expence  of  the 
Americans,  without  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States  having 
made  known  to  the  underfigned 
the  fteps  they  had  taken  .to  obtain 
fatisfadlion  for  this  violation  of 
neutrality,  fo  hurtful  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  France,  as  the  under¬ 
figned  hath  fet  forth  in  his  di- 
fpatches  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate  of 
the  9th  Germinal,  4th  year  (29th 
March,  179^6,  O.  S.),  19th  Germi¬ 
nal  (8th  April,  1796),  and  ift 
Fioreal  (20th  April,  1  796),  which 
have  remained  without  an  anfwer. 

The  French  government  then' 
finds  itfelf,  withrefpefr  to  America 
at  the  prefent  time,  in  circumfta ri¬ 
ces  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  year 
179 5  ;  and  if  it  fees  itfelf  obliged 
to  abandon,  with  refpeft  to  them, 
and  neutral  powers  in  general, 
the  favourable  line  of  conduct  it 
purfued,  and  to  adopt  different 
me afures,  the  blame  Ihould  fall 
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upon  the  Britifh  government  :  it 
is  their  conduct  which  the  French' 
government  has  been  obliged  to 
follow.  ' 

The  underflgned  uriinifter  pleni¬ 
potentiary  conceives  it  his  duty  to 
remark  to  the  fecretary  of  iVate, 
that  the  -neutral  governments,  or 
the  allies  of  the  republic,  have  no¬ 
thing  to  fear  as  to  the  treatment  of 
their  flag  by  the  French,  fince  if, 
keeping1  within  the  bounds  of  their 
neutrality,  they  caufe  the  rights  of 
that  neutrality  to  be  refpe&ed  by 
the  Englilh,  the  republic  will  re- 
fpedf  them.  But  if,  through  weak- 
nets,  partiality,  or  other  motives, 
they  fhould  fulfer  the  Engiifh  to 
fport  with  that  neutrality,  and  turn 
it  to  their  advantage,’  could  they 
then  complain,  when  France,  to 
reftore  the  balance  of  neutrality  to 
its  equilibrium,  fhall  a£f  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  Englilh  ?  No, 
certainly  ;  for  the  neutrality  of  a 
nation  conlifts  in  granting  to  bel¬ 
ligerent  powers  the  fame  advan¬ 
tages  ;  and  that  neutrality  no  long¬ 
er  .exifis*  when,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  war}  that  neutral  nation  grants 
to  one  of  the  belligerent  powers 
advantages  not  ftipulated  by  trea¬ 
ties  anterior  to  the  war,  or  Puffers* 
that  power  to  feize  upon  them. 
The  neutral  government  cannot 
then  complain  if  the  other  bellige¬ 
rent  power,  will  enjoy  advantages 
which  its  enemy  enjoys,  or  if  it 
feizes  upon  them;  otherwife  that 
neutral  government  would  deviate,  * 
vy  ith  refpedt  to  it,  from  the  line  of 
neutrality,  and  would  become  its 
enemy. 

The  underflgned  minifter  pleni¬ 
potentiary  thinks  it  nfelefs  further' 
to  develope  thefe  principles.  He 
does  not  doubt  that  the  fecretary 
of  hate  feels  all  their  force;  and 
that  the  government  of  the  United 
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States  will  maintain  from  all  vio¬ 
lation  a  neutrality  which  Prance 
has  always  refpedted,  and  will  al¬ 
ways  refpeft,  when  her  enemies 
do  not  make  it  turn  to  her  detri¬ 
ment. 

The  underflgned  mini  her  pleni¬ 
potentiary  embraces  this  opportu¬ 
nity  of  reiterating  to  the  fecretary 
of  hate  the  aflurance  of  his  eheem, 
and  informs  him,  at  the  feme  time, 
that  he  will  caufe  this  note  to  be 
printed,  in  order  to  make  public¬ 
ly  known  the  motives  which*  at 
the  prefent  juncture,  influence  the 
French  republic. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  6th  Bru- 
maire,  5th  year  of  the  French 
republic,  one  and  indivifible, 
(27th  Ocl.  1796,  O.  S.) 

(Signed)  P.  A.  Adet. 


Extras  from  the  Regifer  of  Ref  lu~* 
tions  of  the  Executive  Directory  of 
the  \\th  Mrjjidor,  4 th  Year  of  the 
French  Republic  y  one  and  indivi- 
fble. 

The  executive  dircdlorv,  confl- 
dering  that,  if  it  becomes  the  faith 
of  the  French  nation  to  refpedt 
treaties  or  conventions  which  fe- 
cure  to  the  flags  of  fome  neutral 
or  friendly  powers  commercial  ad¬ 
vantages,  if  they  fhould  turn  to  the. 
benefit  of  our  enemies,  either 
through  the  weaknefs  of  our  allies 
or  of  neutrals,  or  through  fear, 
through  mterefled  views,  or  through 
whatever  motives,  it  would,  ipfo 
faflo,-  warrant  the  inexecution  of 
the  articles  in  which  they  were  .fti- 
pulated,  decrees  as  follows:  - 
u  AH  neutral  or  allied  powers 
fhal],  without  delay,  be  notified, 
that  the  flag  of  the  French  repub-  , 
lie  will  treat,  neutral  veflels,  either 
as  to  coiififcation,  as  to  fearches, 
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or  capture,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
they  fhall  fuffer  the  Engliili  to  treat 
therm”  t 

The  minilfer  of  foreign  relations 
is  charged  with  the  execution  of 
the  prefent  refolution,  which  (hall 
not  be  printed. 

A  true  copy. 

(Signed)  Carnot,  Prefidmt. 


Anfmtr  of  the  Executive  Government 
of  America  to  Citizen  Adei's  Note , 
inclofing  the  Decree  of  the  Direc- 
toryrefpe  fling  Neutral  Vejfcls. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  receipt  of  your  note,  of 
the  27th  ult.  covering  a  decree 
of  the  executive  directory  of  the 
French  republic,  concerning  the 
commerce  of  neutral  nations. 

This  decree  makes  no  diftinc- 
tion  between  neutral  powers  who 
can  claim  only  the  rights  fecured 
to  them  by  the  law  of  nations,  and 
others  between  whom  and  the 
French  republic  treaties  have  im- 
p.ofed  ipecial  obligations.  Where 
no  treaties  exift,  the  republic,  by 
feizing  and  confifcating  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  their  enemies  found  on 
board  neutral  vetTels,  would  only 
exerche  an  acknowledged  right  un¬ 
der  the  law  of  nations.  If,  to¬ 
wards  fuch  neutral  nations,  the 
French  republic  has  forborne  to 
execute  this  right,  the  forbearance 
has  been  perfeCHy  gratuitous.  The 
•‘United  States,  by  virtue  of  their 
treaty  of  commerce  with  France, 
Hand  on  different  ground. 

In  the  year  1778,  France  volun¬ 
tarily  entered  into  a  commercial 
treaty  with  us,  on  principles  of 
perfect  reciprocity,  and  exprefsly 
'ihpuiatmg  that  free  flips  Jkould  make 
free  goods.  That  is,  if  France  fhould 
be  at  war  with  any  nation  with 
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whom  the  United  States  fbou Id  be 
at  peace,  the  goods  (except  con¬ 
traband)  and  the  perfons  of  her 
emenies  (foldiers  in  actual  fervice 
excepted),  found  on  board  the  vef- 
fels  of  the  United  States,  were  to 
be  free  from  capture.  That,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  the  United  States 
Ihould  engage  in  war  with,  any 
nation,  while  France  remained  at 
peace,  then  the  goods  (except  con¬ 
traband)  and  the  perfons  of  our 
enemies  (foldiers  in  actual  fervice 
excepted),  found  on  board  French 
veffels,  were  alfo  to  be  free  from 
capture.  This  is  plainly  expretfed 
in  the  23d  article  of  that  treaty, 
and  demonftrates  that  the  recipro¬ 
city  thereby  ftipulated  was  to  ope¬ 
rate  at  different  periods  ;  that  is,  at 
one  time  in  favour  of  one  of  the- 
contracting  parties,  and  of  the  o- 
ther  at  another  time.  At  the  pre¬ 
fent  time,  the  United  States  being 
at  peace,  they  poOefs  by  the  treat'/ 
the  right  of  carrying  the  goods  of 
the  enemies  of  France,  without 
fubjefting  them  to  capture.  But 
what  do  the  fpirit  of  the  decree  of 
the  executive  dire&ory  and  .  the 
current  of  your  obfervations  re¬ 
quire  ? —  That  the  United  States 
Ihould  now  gratuitoufly  renounce 
this  right.  And  what  realon  is 
afilgned  for  denying  to  us  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  this  right  ?  Your  own 
words  furnifh  theanfwer:  “  France, 
bound  by  treaty  to  the  United 
States,  could  find  only  a  real  difad- 
vantage  in  the  articles  of  that  trea¬ 
ty,  which  caufed  to  be  refbeCled, 
as  American  property,  English  pro¬ 
perty  found  on  board  American 
veffels. ”  This  requifition,  -and  the 
reafon  afligned  to  fupport  it,  alike  . 
excite  furprize.  The  American  go¬ 
vernment,  fir,  confcious  of  the  pu¬ 
rity  of  ks  intentions,  of  its  impar¬ 
tial  obfervance  of  the  laws  of •  neu¬ 
trality,  and  of  its  inviolable, regard*' 
s  to 


'I  U  B  X  I  C 


PAPER  S. 


to  treaties,  cannot  for  a  moment 
admit. that  it  has  forfeited  the  right 
to  claim  a  reciprocal  obfervance 
of  ftipulations  on  the  part  of  the 
French  republic,  whofe  friendfhip 
moreover  it  has  every  reafon  to 
cultivate  with  the  moft  perfect  fin- 
cerity.  This  right,  formerly  in¬ 
fringed  by  a  decree  of.  the  national 
convention,  was  recognized  anew 
by  the  repeal  of  that  decree.  Why 
it  fhould  be  again  queftioned,  we 
are  at  a  lofs  to  determine.  We  are 
ignorant  of  any  new  reftrai«ts  on 
our  commerce  by  the  Britifh  go¬ 
vernment  ;  on  the  contrary.  We 
poffefs  recent  official  information, 
that  no  new  orders  have  been  ijjiied. 

The  captures  made  by  the  Bri¬ 
tifh,  of  American  vefTels  having 
French  property  on  board,  are  war¬ 
ranted  by  the  law  of  nations.  The 
force  and  operation  of  this  law  was 
contemplated  by  France  and  the 
United  States,  when  they  formed 
their  treaty  of  commerce ;  and  their 
fpecial  ftipulation  on  this  point  was 
meant  as  an  exception  to  an  uni* 
verfal  rule  ;  neither  our  weaknefs 
nor  our  ftrength  have  any  choice, 
when  the  queftion  concerns  the  ob- 
fervance  of  a  known  rule  of  the 
law  of  nations. 

You  are  pleafed  to  remark,  that 
the  conduit  of  Great  Britain,  in 
capturing.  vefTels  bound  tp  and  from 
French  ports,  had  been  the  fubjeif 
of  a  note,  which,  on  the  29th  of 
September,  1795,  was  addreffed  to 
the  fecretary  of  hate,  but  which 
remained  without  an  anfwer.  Very 
fufficient  reafon s  may  be  affigned 
for  the  omiliion.  The  fubjeit,  in 
all  its  afpeits,  had  been  officially 
and  publicly  difcuiTed ;  and  the 
principles  and  ultimate  meafures  of 
the  United  States,  founded  on  their 
indifputahie  rights,  were  as  pub¬ 
licly  fixed.  But  if  the  fubjeil  had 
not,  by  the  previous  difcuffions, 


been  already  exhaufted,  can  it  be 
a  matter  of  furprife  that  there 
fhould  be  a  repugnance  to  anfwer 
a  letter  containing  fuch  iiifinuations 
as  thefe  ? 

“  It  muft  then  be  clear  to  every 
man,  who  will  difcard  prejudices, 
love,  hatred,  and,  in  a  word,  ail 
the  paffions  which  lead  the  judg¬ 
ment  aftray,  that  the  French  re* 
public  has  a  right  to  complain,  if 
the  American  government  Buffered 
the  Englifli  to  interrupt  the  com¬ 
mercial  relations  which  exifl  be¬ 
tween  her  and  the  United  States  ; 
if  by  a  perfidious  condejcenfion  it  per¬ 
mitted  the  Englifli  to  violate  a  right 
which  it  ought,  for  its  own  honour 
and  interefi ,  to  defend;  if,  under 
the  cloak  of  neutrality,  it  prefent- 
ed  to  England  a  poniard  to  cut  the 
throat  of  its  faithful  ally ;  if,  in 
fine,  partaking  hi  the  tyrannical  and 
homicidal  rage  of  Great  Britain ,  it 
concurred  to  plunge  the  people  of 
Fra?ice  into  the  horrors  of  famine  !’* 
For  the  fake  of  preserving  harmo¬ 
ny,  filence  was  preferred  to  a  com¬ 
ment  upon  thefe  insinuations. 

You  are  alfo  pleafed  to  refer  to 
your  letters  of  March  and  April 
lad,  relative  to  impreffes  of  Ameri¬ 
can  feamen  by  Britifh  Blips,  and 
complain  that  the  government  of 
the  United  States  had  not-  made 
known  to  you  the  fteps  they  had 
taken  to  obtain  fatisfa&ion.  This, 
fir,  was  a  matter  which  concerned 
only  that  government.  As  an  in¬ 
dependent  nation,  we  are  not  bound 
to  render  an  account  to  any  other 
of  the  meafures  we  deemed  proper 
for  the  protection  of  our  own  ci¬ 
tizens,  fo.  long  as  there  was  not  the 
flighted:  ground  to  fufped  that  the 
government  ever  acquiefced  in  any 
aggreffion. 

But  permit  me  to  recur  to  the 
fubjeCt  of  the  decree  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  diredory. 

As 
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As  before  obferved,  we  are  of- 
tcialiy  informed  that  the  British 
[overnment  have  ifTued  no  new  or¬ 
ders  for  capturing  the  vefiels  of  the 
Joited  States.  We  are  alfo  of- 
icialiy  informed,  that,  on  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  notification  of  that 
lecree,  the  minifter  of  the  United 
hates  at  Paris  applied  for  informa- 
ion,  “  Whether  orders  were  ifiued 
or  the  feizure  of  neutral  ve(FeIs, 
tnd  was  informed,  that  no  fuch 
irder  was  iiTued,  and  further,  that 
10  f'uch  order  would  be  ifiued,  in 
;afe  the  Britifti  did  not  feize  our 
reflels.”  This  communication  from 
he  minifter  of  the  United  States 
it  Pari-s,  to  their  minifter  at  Lon¬ 
don,  was  dated  the  28th  of  Au- 
n3.il ;  but  the  decree  of  the  direc- 
ory  bears  date  the  14th  Mellidor, 
miwering  to  the  2d  of  July.  Thefe 
•ircumftanc.es,  together  with  fome 
>bfervations  in  your  note,  leave 
he  American  government  in  a  ftate 
)f  uncertainty  of  the  real  inten¬ 
sions  of  the  government  in  France. 
MIow  me  then  to  afk,  whether,  in 
he  a&uai  ftate  of  things,  our  com- 
nerce  is  confidered  as  liable  to 
fuffer  any  new  reftrictions  on  the 
3art  of  the  French  republic  ?  Whe- 
her  the  reftraints  now  exercifed  by 
:he  Britifti  government  are  confi- 
iered  as  of  a  nature  to  juftify  a 
ienial  of  thofe  rights  which  are 
pledged  to  us  by  our  treaty  with 
pour  nation  ?  Whether  orders  have 
seen  adtualiy  given  to  the  ftiips  of 
war  of  the  French  republic  to  cap¬ 
ture  the  vefiels  of  the  United 
States?  ‘And  what,  if  they  exift, 
u*e  the  precife  terms  of  thofe  or¬ 
ders  ? 

The  queftions,  fir,  you  will  fee, 
are  highly  -interefting  to  the  United 
States.  It  is  with  extreme  concern 
that  the  government  finds  jtfelf  re¬ 
duced  to  the  necefiity  of  afking  an 
explanation  of  this  nature  ;  and  if 
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it  fliall  be  informed  that  a  new  line 
of  conduct  is  to  be  adopted  towards 
this  country,  on  the  ground  of  the 
decree  referred  to,  its  furprife  will 
equal  its  regret,  that  principles 
fhould  now  be  queftioned,  which, 
after  repeated  difeuffions  both  here 
and  in  France,  have  been  demon- 
ft rated  to  be  founded,  as  we  con¬ 
ceive,  in  the  obligations  of  im¬ 
partial  neutrality,  of  ftipulations  by 
treaty,  and  of  the  law  of  nations. 
I  hope,#  fir,  you  will  find  it  con¬ 
venient,  by  an  early  anfwer, 
remove  the  fufpence  in  which  the 
government  of  the  United  States  b 
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now  held  on  the  queftion  above 
ftated. 

I  fliall  clofe  this  letter  by  one  re^ 
mark  on  the  Angularity  of  your 
caufing  the  publication  of  your 
note.  As  it  concerned  the  United 
States,  it  was  properly  addrefied  to 
its  government,  to  which  alone 
pertained  the  right  of  communi¬ 
cating  it  in  fuch  time  and  manner  as 
it  fhould  think  fit  to  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States. 

I  am,  fir,  with  great  refpeef. 

Your  mod  obedient  fervant, 

Timothy  Pickering. 
United  States,  Philadelphia,  Nov.  2, 
To  M.  Add ,  minifter  plenipotentiary 
of  the  French  republic. 


A  Proclamation  by  George  W'cftiing'- 
ton ,  Prejident  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

Whereas  an  explanatory  article, 
to  be  added  to  the  treaty  of  amity, 
commerce,  and  navigation,  between 
the  IJfiited  States  and  his  Britannic 
majefty,  was  concluded  and  ligne^ 
at  Philadelphia,  on  the  4th  day  of 
May  laft,  by  Timothy  Pickering, 
efq.  fecretary  of  ftate,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  and  by  PhU 
neas  Bond,  efq.  the  commiilioner  of 
Q  his 
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his  Britannic  majefty,  which  ex¬ 
planatory  article  is  in  the  words 
folio  vying : 

Explanatory  Article. 

Whereas  by  the  third  article  of 
the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce, 
^nd  navigation,  concluded  at  Lon¬ 
don  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  No¬ 
vember,  one  thoufand  feven  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety -four,  between  his 
Britannic  majefty  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  it  was  agreed 
that  it  ftiould  at  all  times  be  free 
to  his  maje'fty’s  fubjedts,  and  to  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  end 
aifo  to  the  Indians  dwelling  on  ei-> 
ther  fide  of  the  boundary  line  af- 
figned  by  the  treaty  of  peace  to  the 
United  States,  freely  to  pafs  and 
repafs,  by  land  or  inland  naviga¬ 
tion,  into  the  refpefiive  territories 
and  countries  of  the  two  contradl- 
ing  parties  on  the  continent  of  A- 
merica  (the  country  within  the 
limits  of  the  Hudfon  JBay  company 
only  excepted),  and  to  navigate  all 
the  lakes,  rivers,  and  waters  there¬ 
of,  and  freely  to  carry  on  trade 
and  commerce  with  each  other, 
fubjedl  to  the  provifions  and  limi¬ 
tations  contained  in  the  faid  arti¬ 
cle:  And  whereas,  by  the  eighth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  peace  and 
friendfhip  concluded  at  Grenville, 
on  the  faird  day  of  Auguft,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  nine¬ 
ty-five,  between  the  United  States, 
and  the  nations  or  tribes  of  Indians 
called  the  Wvandots,  Delawares, 
Shawanoes,  Ottawas,  Chippewas, 
Putawatimies,  Miamis,  Eel  River, 
Weeas,  Kickapobs,  Piankafbaws, 
and  Kafkafkias,  it  was  fiipulated 
that  no  perfon  fhould  be  permitted 
to  refide  at  any  of  the  towns  or 
hunting  camps  of  the  faid  Indian, 
tribes  as  a  trader,  who  is  not  fur- 
ni died  with' a  licence  for  that  pur- 
pole,  under  the  authority  of  the 
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United  States ;  which  latter  ftipu 
lation  has  excited  doubts  wbethe 
in  its  operation  it  may  not  inter 
fere  with  the  due  execution  of  th 
faid  third  article  of  the  treaty  o 
amity,  commerce,  and  navigation 
and  it  being  the  fincere  defire  o 
his  Britannic  majefty,  and  of  tb 
United  States,  that  this  point  fhouk 
be  fo  explained  as  to  remove  al 
doubts,  and  promote  mutual  fatis 
fadtion  and  friendfhip  :  and  for  thii 
purpofe  his  Britannic  majefty  hav< 
ing  named  for  his  commiftioner 
Phineas  Bond,  efq.  his  majefty’; 
conful  general  for  the  middle  anc 
fouthern  ftates  of  America  (and 
now  his  majefiy’s  charge  d’affairej 
to  the  United  States)  ;  and  the  pre- 
fident  of  the  United  States  having 
named  for  their  commiftioner  Ti¬ 
mothy  Pickering,  efq.  fecretary  oi 
fiate  of  the  United  States,  to  whom, 
agreeable  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  he  has  entrufted  this  nego¬ 
tiation  :  they,  the  faid  com  mi  fii  on¬ 
ers,  having  communicated  to  each 
other  their  full  powers,'  have,  in 
virtue  of  the  fame,  and  conforma¬ 
bly  to  the  fpirit  of  the  laft  article 
of  the  faid  treaty  of  amity,  com* 
merce,  and  navigation,  entered  into 
this  explanatory  article,  and  do  by 
thefe  prefents  explicitly  agree  and 
declare,  That  no  Populations  in 
any  treaty  fubfequently  concluded 
by  either  of  the  contracting  parties 
with  any  other  fiate  or  n  \;ion,  or 
with  any  Indian  tribe,  can  be  im- 
derftood  to  derogate  in  any  man¬ 
ner  from  the  rights  of  free  filter- 
courfe  and  commerce  fecured  by  the 
aforefaid  third  article  of  the  treaty 
of  amity,  commerce,  and  naviga¬ 
tion,  to  the  fuhjedts  of  his  majefty, 
and  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  the  Indians  dwelling 
on  either  fide  of  the  boundary  line 
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aforefaid  ;  but  that  all  the  find  per* 
fons  fhail  remain  at  full  liberty 
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tteiy  to  pafs  and  repafs,  by  land 
r  inland  navigation,  into  the  re- 
peCHve  territories  and  countries 
f  the  contracting  parties,  on  either 
de  of  the  faid  boundary  line,  and 
reely  to  carry  on  trade  and  cofri- 
lerce  with  each  other,  according 
?  the  ftipulations  of  the  faid  third 
rticle  of  the  treaty  of  amity,  com- 
fierce,  and  navigation. 

This  explanatory  article,  when 
be  fame  fhall  have  been  ratified 
iy  hia  majefty,  and  by  the  president 
f  the  United  States,  by  and  with 
be  advice  and  confent  of  their 
enate,  and  the  refpeCtive  ratifica- 
ions  mutually  exchanged,  fliall  be 
dded  to  and  make  a  part  of  the 
aid  treaty  of  amity,  commerce, 
nd  navigation,  and  fhall  be  per- 
nanfintly  binding  upon  his  majefty 
,nd  the  United  States. 

In  witnefs  whereof  we,  the  faid 
conrtmiflioners  of  his  majefty 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States  of  America, 
have  figned  this  explanatory 
article,  and  thereto  affixed  our 
feals.  Done  at  Philadelphia, 
this  fourth  day  of  Mav,  in 
the  year  of  our  lord  one  fhou- 
fand  feven  hundred  and  nine¬ 
ty-fix* 

P.  Bond,  (L.  S.) 
fiMOTHY  Pickering,  (L.  S  ) 

And  whereas  the  faid  explana¬ 
tory  article  has  by  me,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  confent  of  the  fenate 
hf  the  United  States  on  the  one 
part,  and  by  his  Britannic  majefty 
on  the  other,  been  duly  approved 
and  ratified,  and  the  ratifications 
have  fince,  to  wit,  on  the  fixth  day 
df  October  laft,  been  duly  ex¬ 
changed  t  now,  therefore,  to  the 
end  that  the  faid  explanatory  arti¬ 
cle  may  be  executed  and  obferved 
with  punctuality  and  the  moft  {in¬ 
here  regard  to  good  faith  on  the 
*796* 
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part  of  the  United  States,  t  hereby 
make  known  the  premifes;  and  en¬ 
join  and  require  all  perfons  bear¬ 
ing  office,  civil  or  military,  within 
the  United  States,  and  all  others* 
citizens  or  inhabitant^  thereof,  of 
being  within  the  fame,  to  execute 
and  obftrve  the  faid  explanatory 
article  accordingly. 

In  teftimony  whereof  I  have 
Caufed  the  feal  of  the  United 
States  to  be  affixed  to  thefe 
prefen ts,  and  figned  the  fame 
with  my  hand. 

Given  at  the  city  of  Philadel-  y 
phia,  the  fourth  day  of  No¬ 
vember,  in  the  year  of  ouff 
Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hum* 
dred  and  ninety-fix,  and  of 
the  independence  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  of  America  the  twen- 
ty-firft. 

(L.  S.)  George  Washington 

By  the  prefident, 

Timothy  Pickering* 
"Secretary  of  State. 


Speech  of  George  JUaJhirigtoh ,  Pireji* 
dent  of  the  United  States  of  Ame& 
tica ,  to  both  Houfes  t>f  Qohgrefs * 
December ,  7,  1796. 

fellow  citizens  of  the  fenate* 
and  of  the  houfe  of  reprefen- 
tatives, 

In  recurring  to  the  internal  fif'd* 
ation  of  our  country  fince  I  had 
laft  the  pleafure  to  addrefs  you, 
I  find  ample  reafon  for  a  renew¬ 
ed  expreilion  of  that  gratitude  to 
the  Ruler  of  the  Uniterfs,  which 
a  continued  feries  of  profperity 
has  fo  often  and  fa  juftly  called 
forth. 

The  aCts  of  the  laft  fefiiom,  which 
required  fpecial  arrangements,  have 
been,  as  far  as  cireumftanc'es  would 
admit,  carried  into  operation. 
Meafures  calculated  to  enfure  a 
(N)  con* 
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continuance  of  the  friendlhip  of 
the  Indians,  and  to  preferve  peace 
along  the  extent  of  our  interior 
frontier,  have  been  digefled  and 
adopted.  In  the  framing  of  thefe, 
care  has  been  taken  to  guard,  on 
the  one  hand,  our  advanced  fettle- 
ments  ftom  the  predatory  incur- 
lions  of-  thofe  unruly  individuals 
tvho  cannot  be  reftrained  by  their 
tribes ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  to 
protedi  the  rights  fecured  to  the  In¬ 
dians  by  treaty ;  to  draw  them 
nearer  to  the  civilized  date,  and  in¬ 
spire  them  with  correct  concep¬ 
tions  of  the  power,  as  well  as  jultice 
of  the  government. 

The  meeting  of  the  deputies 
from  the  Creek  nation  at  Oolerain 
in  the  date  of  Georgia,  which  had 
for  a  principal  objedl  the  purchafe 
of  a  parcel  of  their  land  by  that 
Hate,  broke  up  without  its  being 
«tccomplilbed ;  the  nation  having, 
previoufly  to  their  departure,  in- 
flru£Ied  them  againfl  making  any 
fale  :  the  occalion,  however,  has 
been  improved,  to  confirm,  by  a 
trew  treaty  with  the  Creeks,  their 
pre-exifting  engagements  with  the 
United  States,  and  to  obtain  their 
confent  to  the  eftablilhment  of 
trading  houfes  and  military  polls 
Within  their  boundary,  by  means  of 
which  their  friendfhip  and  the  ge¬ 
neral  peace  may  be  more  effedtuaUy 
fecured. 

The  period  during  the  late  fef- 
ficn,  at  which  the  appropriation 
was  palled  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and 
navigation  between  the  United 
States  and  his  Britannic  majelty, 
neceffarily  procraftinated  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  the  polls  ftipulated  to  be 
delivered,  beyond  the  date  affigned 
for  that  event.  As  foon,  however, 
as  the  governor-general  of  Canada 
could  be  addrelled  with  propriety 
on  the  fubject,  arrangements  were 
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cordially  and  promptly  conclud 
for  their  evacuation ;  and  the  Un 
ed  States  took  polTeliion  of  the  pri: 
cipal  of  them,  comprehendii 
Ofwego,  Niagara,  Detroit,  Mich 
limakinac  and  Fort  Miami,  whe 
fuch  repairs  and  additions  hai 
been  ordered  to  be  made  as  appea 
ed  indifpenfable. 

The  commiffioners  appointed  c 
the  part  of  the  United  States  and  < 
Great  Britain,  to  determine  whic 
is  the  river  St.  Croix  mentioned  i 
the  treaty  of  peace  of  1 783,  agree 
in  the  choice  of  Egbert  Benfoi 
efq.  of  New  York  for  the  thir 
commiffioner.  The  whole  met  ; 
St.  Andrew’s,  PalTaminquodday  Ba  i 
in  the  beginning  of  O&ober,  an 
dire&ed  furveys  to  be  made  of  th 
rivers  in  difpute;  but  deeming  : 
impracticable  to  have  thefe  furvey 
completed  before  the  next  yeaj 
they  adjourned  to  meet  at  Bolfon 
in  Auguft  1797,  for  the  final  deci 
lion  of  the  queltion. 

Other  commiffioners  appointei 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
agreeably  to  the  7th  article  of  th< 
treaty  with  Great  Britain,  relativ< 
to  captures  and  condemnation  o 
velTels  and  other  property,  met  th< 
commiffioners  of  his  Britannic  ma 
jelly  in  London,  in  Augall  lalt 
when  John  Trumbull,  efq.  wa; 
chofen  by  lot  for  the  fifth  com- 
miffioner*  In  October  following 
the  board  were  to  proceed  to  bul£ 
nefs.  As  yet  there  has  been  no 
communication  of  commiffioners 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to 
unite  with  thofe  who  have  been 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States,  for  carrying  into  effeCt 
the  fixth  article  of  the  treatv. 

The  treaty  with  Spain  required 
that  the  commiffioners  for  running 
the  boundary  line,  between  the  ter¬ 
ritory  of  the  United  States  and  his 
catholic  majefty’s  provinces  of  Eall 

and 
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id  Weft  Florida,  fhou Id  meet  at 
te  Natches,  before  the  expiration 
f  fix  months  after  the  exchange 
p  the  ratifications,  which  was  ef~ 
Cted  at  Aranjuez,  on  the  25th  of 
pril ;  and  the  troops  of  his  catholic 
ajefty,  occupying  any  pofts  with- 
the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
ere  within  the  fame  period  to  be 
ithdrawn.  The  commiflioner  of 
e  United  States,  therefore,  com- 
enced  his  journey  from  the 
atches  in  September,  and  troops 
ere  ordered  to  occupy  the  pofts 
om  which  the  Spanifti  garrifons 
ould  be  withdrawn.  Informa- 
>n  has  been  recently  received  of 
e  appointment  of  a  commiflioner 
1  the  part  of  his  catholic  inajefty 
r  running  the  boundary  line,  but 
>ne  of  any  appointment  for  the 
juftment  of  the  claims  of  our 
tizens,  whofe  veflels  were  cap- 
red  by  the  armed  veftels  of 
>ain. 

In  purfuance  of  the  aCt  of  con- 
efs,  pafted  in  the  laft  fefiion,  for 
e  protection  and  relief  of  Ameri- 
n  feamen,  agents  were  appoint- 
,  one  to  refide  in  Great  Britain, 
d  the  other'  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
he  effeCts  of  the  agency  in  the 
reft  Indies  are  not  yet  fully  afcer- 
ned  ;  but  thofe  which  have  been 
mmunicated  afford  grounds  to 
lieve  the  meafure  will  be  bene- 
ial.  The  agent  deftined  to  refide 
Great  Britain  declining  to  ac- 
pt  the  appointment,  the  bufinefs 
s  confequently  devolved  on  the 
inifter  of  the  United  States  in 
)ndon ;  and  will  command  his 
:entiofy  until  a  new  agent  fliall 
appointed. 

After  many  delays  and  difap- 
•intments,  arifing  out  of  the  Eu- 
pean  war,  the  final  arrangements 
r  fulfilling  the  engagements  made 
the  dey  and  regency  of  Algiers 
dl|  in  all  prefen t  appearance*  be 
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crowned  with  fuccefs ;  but  under 
great,  though  inevitable  difadyan- 
tages,  in  the  pecuniary  tranfa&ions, 
occafioned  by  that  war ;  which  will 
render  a  further  provifion  neceftary. 
The  aCtual  liberation  of  all  our 
citizens  who  were  prifoners  in  Al¬ 
giers,  while  it  gratifies  every  feel¬ 
ing  heart,  is  itfelf  an  earneft  of  a 
fatisfaCtorytermination  of  the  whole 
negotiation. 

Meafures  are  in  operation  for  ef¬ 
fecting  treaties  with  the  regencies 
of  Tunis  and  Tripoli, 

To  an  aCtive  external  commerce 
the  protection  of  a  naval  force  is 
indifpenfable.  This  is  manifeft 
with  regard  to  wars  in  which  a 
ftate  is  itfelf  a  party  $  but  befides 
this,  it  is  ©ur  own  experience,  that 
the  moft  fincere  neutrality  is  not  a 
fufficient  guard  againft  the  depre¬ 
dations  of  nations  at  war.  To  fe- 
cure  refpeCt  to  a  neutral  flag,  re¬ 
quires  a  naval  force,  organized,  and 
ready  to  vindicate  it  from  infult 
or  aggrefiion.  This  may  even  pre¬ 
vent  the  neceflity  of  going  to  war* 
by  difcouraging  belligerent  powers 
from  committing  fuch  violations  of 
the  rights  of  the  neutral  party  as 
may,  firft  or  laft,  have  no  other 
option.  From  the  beft  informa¬ 
tion  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  it 
would  feem  as  if  our  trade  to  the 
Mediterranean,  without  a  protecting 
force,  will  always  be  infecure,  and 
our  citizens  expofed  to  the  calami¬ 
ties  from  which  numbers  of  them 
have  but  juft  been  relieved  Thefts 
confiderations  invite  the  United 
States  to  look,  to  the  means,  and  to 
fet  about  the  gradual  creation  of  a 
navy.  The  in  Creating  progrefs  of 
their  navigation  promifes  them,  at 
no  diftant  peiiod,  the  requifite  fup- 
ply  of  feamen;  and  their  means,  in 
other  refpeCts,  favour  the  under¬ 
taking.  Xjs  is  an  encouragement, 
iikewife,  that  their  particular  iitua- 
(N  2)  _  tion 
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tion  will  give  weight  and  influence 
to  a  moderate  naval  force  in  their 
hands.  Will  it  not  then  be  advi- 
fable  to  begin*  without  delay,  to 
provide  and  lay  up  the  materials 
for  the  building  and  equipping  of 
fhips  of  war  ;  and  to  proceed  in 
the  work  by  degrees,  in  proportion 
as  our  refources  lhall  render  if 
practicable,  without  inconveni¬ 
ence  ;  fo  that  a  future  war  of  Eu¬ 
rope  may  not  find  our  commerce 
in  the  fame  unprotected-  ftate  in 
which  it  was  found  by  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  ? 

Congrefs-  have  repeatedly,  and 
not  without  fuccefs,  directed  their 
attention  to- the  encouragement  of 
manufactures..  The  objeCt  is  of  too 
much  confequence  not  to  enfure  a 
continuation  of  their  efforts,  in 
every  way  which  will*  appear  eli¬ 
gible.  As  a  general  rule,  manu¬ 
factures  on  a  public  account  are 
inexpedient ;  but  where  the  ftate 
of  things  in  a  country  leaves  little 
hope  that  certain  branches  of  ma¬ 
nufacture  will,  for  a  great  length 
of  time,  obtain  ;  when  thefe  are  of 
a  nature  effenlial  to  the  furnifhing 
and  equipping,  of  the  public  force 
in  the  time  of  war,  are  not  efta- 
blifhnfents  for  procuring  them  on 
the  public  account,  to  the  extent  of 
the  ordinary  demand  for  the  public  fer- 
- vice ,  recommended  by  ftrong  con- 
fiderations  of,  national  policy,  as 
an  exception  to  the  general  rule? 
Ought  our  country  to  remain  in 
fuch  cafes  dependent  on  foreign 
fupply,  precarious,  becatif©  liable 
to  be  "interrupted?  If  the  neceffary 
articles  fliould  in  this  mode  coif 
more  in  time  of  peace,  will  not  the 
fecurity  and  independence  thence 
arifmg  form  an  ample  compenfa- 
tion  ?  Eftablilhments  of  this  fort, 
cornfnenl  urate  only  with  the  calls 
of  the  public  fervice  in  the  time  of 
-peace,  will,  in  time  of  war,  eafiiy 
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be  extended  in  proportion  to  tf 
exigencies  of  the  government,  an 
even  perhaps  be  made  to  yiej 
a  furplus,  for  the  fupply  of  our  c 
tizens  at  large  y  fo  as  to  mitiga: 
the  privateers  from  the  interru j 
tion  of  their  trade.  If  adopted,  tf 
plan  ought  to  exclude  all  thoi 
branches,  which  are  already,  < 
likely  foon  to  be  eftablithed  in  th 
country,  in  order  that  there  ma 
be  no  danger  of  interference  wit 
purfuks  of  individual  induftry. 
k  It  will  not  be  doubted  that,  wit 
reference  either  to  individual  c 
national  welfare,  agriculture  is  c 
primary  importance.  In  propot 
tion  as  nations  advance  in  popula 
tion,  and  other  circumftances  c 
maturity,  this  truth  becomes  mor 
apparent,  and  renders'  the  cultiva 
tion  of  the  foil  more  and  more  ai 
objeft  of  public  patronage.  Inftj 
tutions  for  promoting  it  grow  up 
fupperted  by  the  public  purfe^ 
and  to  what  objecft  can  it  be  dedicat 
ed  with  greater  propriety  ?  A  mom 
the  means  which  have  been  em 
ployed  to  this  end,,  none  have  beei 
attended  with  greater  fuccefs  thai 
the  eftablifhment  of  boards,  cOim 
pofed  of  proper  characters,  chargee 
with  collecting,  and  diffufing  infor 
mation,  and  enabled  by  premiums, 
and  fmall  pecuniary  aids,  to  en¬ 
courage  and  alii  ft  a  fpirit  of  difeo* 
very  and  improvement.- 

I  have  heretofore  propofbd  tc 
the  confideration  of  congrefs  the 
expediency  *f  eltabliftiing  a  nati¬ 
onal  univerfitv,  and  alfo  a  military 
academy.  The  defirablenefs  oi 
both  thefe  inftitutions  has  fo  con- 
ftantly  increafed  with  every  new 
view*  I  have  taken  of  the  fubjet, 
that  I  cannot  omit  the  opportunity 
of  once  for  all  recalling  your  at¬ 
tention  to  them. 

The  aflembly  to  which  I  addrefsj 
myfeif  is  too  enlightened  not  to  be 
8*  fully 
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Fully  fenfible  how  much  a  flourifli- 
ing  date  of  the  arts  and  fciences 
contributes  to  national  profperity 
and  reputation.  True  it  is  that 
Our  country,  much  to  its  honour, 
contains  feminaries  of  learning, 
highly  refpe&able  and  ufeful;  but 
he  funds  upon  which  they  red, 
me  too  narrow  to  command  the 
ibled  profeffors  in  the  different  de¬ 
partments  of  liberal  knowledge, 
For  the  inftitution  contemplated, 
hough  they  would  be  excellent 
luxiliaries.  , 

Among  the  motives  to  fuch  an 
inftitution,  the  affimilation  of  fhe 
principles,  opinions,  and  manners 
?f  our  countrymen^  by  the  com¬ 
mon  education  of  a  portion  of  our 
^outh  from  every  quarter,  well  de- 
ferves  attention.  The  more  homo¬ 
geneous  our  citizens  can  be  made 
>n  thefe  particulars,  the  greater  will 
ae  our '  propped  of  peimanent 
anion  ;  and  a  primary  objeCI  of 
fuch  a  national  inftitution  fhould 
pe  the  education  of  our  youth  in 
;he  fcience  of  government.  In  a 
republic,  what  fpecies  of  know¬ 
ledge  can  be  equally  important  ; 
and  what  duty  more  prefling  on  its 
iegiflature  than  to  patronize  a  plan 
For  communicating  it  to  thofe  who 
are  to  be  the  'future  guardians  of 
the  liberties  of  the  country  ? 

While,  in  onr  external  relations,, 
fame  ferious  inconveniences  and 
smbarraffments  have  been  over¬ 
come,  and  others  leffened,  it  is  with 
much  pain  and  deep  regret  I  men¬ 
tion,  that  circ urn  ftances  of  a  very 
unwelcome  nature  have  lately  oc¬ 
curred.  Our  trade  has  fuffered, 
and  is  fuffering,  extenlive  injuries 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  from  the  cruif- 
ers  and  agents  of  the  French  re¬ 
public;  and  communications  have 
been  received  from  its  minifler 
here,  which  indicate  the  danger  of 
^.further  difturbance  of  our  com? 
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merce  by  its  authority,  and  which 
are,  in  other  rcfpeCts,  far  from 
agreeable. 

it  lias  been  my  condant,  fin  cere, 
and  earned:  wifli,  in  conformity 
with  that  of  our  nation,  to  main¬ 
tain  cordial  harmony  and  a  per¬ 
fectly  friendly  under  Handing  with 
that  republic.  This  wifli  remains 
unabated  ;  and  I  fhall  perfevere  in 
the  endeavour  to  fulfil  it,  to  the 
utmoft  extent  of  what  fhall  be  con¬ 
fident  with  a  jud  and  iridifpenfable 
regard  to  the  rights  and  honour  of 
our  country;  nor  will  I  eafily  ceafe 
to  cherifh  the  expectation,  that  a 
fpirit  of  judice,  candour,  and 
friend fliip,  on  the  part  of  the  re¬ 
public,  will  eventually  enfure  fuc- 
cefs. 

In  pur  filing  this  courfe,  how¬ 
ever,  I  cannot  forget  what  is  due 
to  the  character  of  our  govern- 
merit  and  nation  ;  or  to  a  full  and 
entire  confidence  in  the  good  fenfe, 
patriotifm,  feU-refpeCt,  and  forti¬ 
tude  of  my  countrymen. 

George  Washington. 


Addrefs  of  the  Senate,  presented  by 
their  P  ref  dent ,  John  Adams,  to  the 
Prefidcnt  of  the  United  States ,  in 
Artfiver  to  the  above  Speech ,  Dec . 

We  thank  you,  fir,  for  your 
faithful  and  detailed  expolure  of 
the  exiding  fituation  of  our  coun- 
try and  we  lincerely  join  in  fen- 
tirnents  of  gratitude  to  an  over¬ 
ruling  Providence  for  the  didin- 
guiftied  fh are  of  public  profperity 
and  private  happinefs,  which  the 
people  of  the  United  States  fo  pe¬ 
culiarly  enjoy. 

We  obferve  with  pleafure,  that 
the  delivery  of  the  military  pods 
lately  occupied  by  the  Bririfh  forces 
within  the  terr'tory  of  the  United 
f  N  3 )  *  States, 
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States,  was  made  with  cordiality 
and  promptitude,  as  foon  as  cir- 
cumftances  would  admit ;  and  that 
the  other  provifions  of  our  objects 
of  eventual  arrangement  are  now 
about  being  carried  into  effect 
with  entire  harmony  and  good 
faith. 

We  perfectly  coincide  with  you 
in  opinion,  that  the  importance  of 
our  commerce  demands  a  naval 
force  for  its  protection  againft  fo¬ 
reign  infult  and  depredation  ;  and 
our  fohcitude  to  attain  that  objeCt 
will  be  always  proportionate  to  its 
magnitude. 

The  neceffity  of  accelerating  the 
eftablifhment  of  certain  ufeful  ma¬ 
nufactures  by  the  intervention  of 
legislative  aid  and  protection,  and 
the  encouragement  due  to  agricul¬ 
ture  by  the  creation  of  boards 
(compofed  of  intelligent  individu¬ 
als)  to  patrhnize  this  primary  pur- 
fuit  of  fociety,  are  fubjedts  which 
will  readily  engage  our  moft  ferious 
attention. 

A  national  university  may  be 
converted  to  the  moft  ufeful  pur¬ 
poses.  The  fcience  cf  iegiflation 
being  fo  eflentially  deoendent  on 
the  endowments  of  the  mind,  the 
public  intereft  muff  receive  effec¬ 
tual  aid  frdm  the  general  diffufion 
of  know  edge  ;  and  the'  United 
States  will  aiTume  a  more  digni¬ 
fied  ft  ution  among  the  nations  of 
the  earth,  by  the  fuccefsful  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  the  higheit  branches  of  li¬ 
terature.' 

We  fincerely  lament,  that  while 
the  conduct  of  the  United  States 
has  been  uniformly  impreflea  with 
the  character  of  equity,  modera¬ 
tion,  and  love  of  peace,  in  the 
maintenance  of  all  their  foreign  re- 
lationfhips,  our  trade  fliould  be  fo 
handled  by  the  cruifers  and  agents 
of  the  republic  of  France>  through- 
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out  the  extenfive  departments  of 
the  Weft  Indies. 

We  cordially  acquiefce  in  the 
reflection  that  the  United  States, 
under  the  operation  of  the  federal 
government,  have  experienced  a 
moft  rapid  aggrandizement  and 
profperity,  as  well  political  as  com¬ 
mercial. 

While  contemplating  the  caufes 
that  produce  this  aufpicious  re- 
fult,  we  muft  acknowledge  the  ex¬ 
cellence  of  the  conftitutional  fyf- 
tem,  and  the  wifdom  of  the  legifla¬ 
tive  provifions :  but  we  fliould  be 
deficient  in  gratitude  and  juftice, 
did  we  not  attribute  a  great  portion 
of  thefe  advantages  to  the  virtue, 
firmnefs,  and  talents  of  your  ad- 
miniftration,  which  have  been  con- 
fpicuoufly  difplayed  in  the  moft 
trying  times,  and  on  the  moft  cri¬ 
tical  occafions.  It  is,  therefore, 
with  the  fincereft  regret,  that  we 
now  receive  an  official  notifica¬ 
tion  of  your  intentions  to  retire 
from  the  public  employments  of 
your  country. 

When  we  review  the  various 
fcenes  of  your  public  life,  fo  long 
and  fo  fuccefsfully  devoted  to  the 
moft  arduou>  fervices,  civil  and 
military,  as  well  during  the  ftrug- 
gles  of  the  American  revolution, 
as  the  convulfive  periods  of  a  re^ 
cent  date,  we  cannot  look  forward 
to  your  retirement  without  our 
warm  eft-,  affeCtions  and  moft  anxi¬ 
ous  regards  accompanying  you, 
and  without  mingling  with  our  fel- 
lo  w -citizens  at  large  the  fincereft 
willies  for  your  perfonal  happinefs 
that  fenfibility  and  attachment  can 
exprefs.  :  I  ; 

The  moft  effectual  confolation 
that  can  offer  for  the  lofs  we  are 
about  to  fuftain,  arifes  from  the 
animating  reflection,  that  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  your  example  will  ex- 
3  tend 
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tend  to  your  fucceffors,  and  the 
United  States  thus  continue  to  en¬ 
joy  an  able,  upright,  and  energetic 
adminiftration, 

John  Adams,  vice  prefiuent  of 
the  United  States,  and  prefi- 
dent  of  the  fenate. 


The  Prejldent's  Reply* 
^Gentlemen, 

It  affords  me  great  fatisfa&ion 
to  find  in  your  acdrefs  a  concur¬ 
rence  in  fentiment  with  me’  on  the 
various  topics  which  I  prefented 
for  vour  information  and  delibe¬ 
ration  ;  and  that  the  latter  will  re¬ 
ceive  from  you  an  attention  pro¬ 
portioned  to  their  refpeCtive  im¬ 
portance. 

For  the  notice  you  take  cf  my 
public  fervices,  civil  and  military, 
and  your  kind  withes  for  my  per- 
fonal  happinefs,  I  beg  you  to  ac¬ 
cept  my  cordial  thanks.  Thofe 
fervices,  and  greater,  had  I  poffeff- 
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ed  ability  to  render  them,  were  due 
to  the  unanimous  calls  of  my  coun¬ 
try  ;  and  its  approbation  is  my 
abundant  reward. 

W hen  contemplating  the  period 
of  mv  retirement,  I  faw  virtuous 
and  enlightened  men,  among  whom 
I  reftea  on  the  difcernment  and 
patriotifm  of  my  fellow-citizens  to 
make  the  proper  choice  of  a  fuc- 
ceffor  ;jmen  who  would  require  no 
influential  examplejto  enfure  to  the 
United  States  u  an  able,  upright, 
and  energetic  adminiftration.”  To 
fuch  men  I  lhall  cheerfully  yield 
the  palm  of  genius  and  talents,  to 
ferve  our  common  country  ;  but  at 
the  fame  time  I  hope  I  may  be  in¬ 
dulged  in  expreffing  the  confiding 
reflection  (which  confcioufnefs  fug- 
gefts),  and  to  bear  it  with  me  to 
the  grave,  that  none  can  ferve  it 
with  purer  intentions  than  I  have 
done,  or  with  a  more  difinterefted 
zeal. 

George  Washington. 
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SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament 

for  the  Year  1796. 

NAVY.,  ‘ 

Nov.  6,  -1795.  . 

FOR  i  10,000  men,  including  1 8,000  marine 

Deo.  7. 

Ordinary, 

Extra,  »  -  - 

May  10,  1796. 

Toward  di {charging  the  navy  debt, 


ARM  Y. 

Dec.  2,  179$. 

For  49,000  men  as  guards  and  garrifons, 

Forces  in  the  plantations, 

Difference  between  Britifh  and  Irifh  pay. 
Additional  to  troops  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
Recruiting  land  forces,  contingencies,  &c. 
Subfiftence  paid  to  innkeepers,  &c.  -  . 

General  and  ftaff  officers, 

Staff  officers,  &g»  on  general  Clarke’s  expedition, 
Full  pay  to  fupernumerary  officers, 

Allowance  to  the  paymafter-general,  &c. 
Reduced  officers  of  the  land  forces  and  marines, 
Reduced  horfe-guards, 

Officers  late  in  the  fervice  of  the  flates  general, 
Reduced  officers  of  Britifh  American  forces, 
Allowances  to  feveral  officers  of  ditto, 

Embodied  militia  and  fencible  infantry* 
Contingencies  for  ditto. 

Clothing  for  the  militia,  - 

Fencible  cavalry,  -  -  * 

Allowances  for  ditto, 

Dec.  4. 

Extraordinaries, 

Extraordinaries, 

May  2. 

Scotch  military  roads  and  bridges, 

May  3. 

Subfidy  to  the  king  of  Sardinia, 


£• 
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9 
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708,400 
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1,358,624 
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40,195 
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16 
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360,000 
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120,000 

103,642 
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18 

6 

12  7,779 

14 
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April  26,  1796. 


*43>49° 
118,873 
126 
1,000 
$2,500 
7,500 
917,294 
2 1 0,000 
108,538 
470,636 
1 15,000 
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May  7* 


CHelfea  penlioners, 


2,646,990  19  m 

885,673  19 
4,500  o  o, 
200,000  o  o 

.146,057  4  a  , 
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’Widows*  penfions, 

Extraordinaries  for  1 796*, 
Foreign  troops, 
Completing  barracks, 


May  10. 


£  *  ^ 

-  J  0,933  16  9 

t*3  50,000  o  6 

438^35  3  * 

'  290,000  o  6 

/.n:, 9 1 1,899  9  ro-' 

■>  <1  "■— iiiH 


ORDNANCE. 
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Dec.  2,  1795. 

Land  fervice  for  1796,  — 

Ditto,  previous  to  Dec,  31,  1783,  < 

Ditto,  unprovided  for  in  1 794, 

Sea  fervice,  ditto,  -  -  , 

Land  fervice  not  provided  for  in  179/5,  -i 

April  26,  1796* 

Services  previous  to  Dec.  31,  1795,  not  provided  for,  210,194  15  ir 


875,488  14  * 

*79  4  4 
45,656  o  $ 

61,000  8  9 

762,046  1 3  6 


/.i, 954, 665  17  © 


MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES. 


Dec.  2,  1795. 

Civil  eftablifbment  of  Upper  Canada, 

Ditto,  Nova  Scotia, 

Ditto,  New  Brunfwick, 

Ditto, -St.  John’s  Ifland, 

Ditto,  Cape  Breton,  -  * 

Ditto,  Newfoundland, 

Ditto,  Bahama  Iflands, 

Salary  of  the  chief  juftice  of  the  Bermuda  Iflands 
Ditto,  of  Dominica,  - 

Civil  eltablifhment  of  New  South  Wales, 

To  difcharge  exchequer  bills, 

Feb,  11,  1796. 

To  difcharge  exchequer  bills, v 
Vote  of  credit,  - 

May  2»- 

To  fatisfy  navy,  vi&ualling,  and?  tranfport  bills. 

His  majefty’s  fervice  abroad, 

French  refugees. 

Allowance  to  American  fufferers, 

Profecutions,  &c.  relating  to  the  coin, 

Printing  journals  of  the  houfe  of  peers,  -  ,  ^ 

Pub-tithing  weekly  returns  of  the  average  price  offugar,  1,334 
Mr.  Wbittam  for  attendance  on  ,a  committee,  -  384 


7,100 

0 

0. 

3*415 
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4>55° 
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1,900 
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1,800 
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1,232 
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580 
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cS 

600 
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5441 

0 
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3,500,000 
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2,500,000 
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2,500,000 
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4,331,141 

2335485 

14 

16 
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10 

I29>35° 
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28,506 

2,966 

1,858 
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Mr.  Gunnell,  for  ditto, 

Addrefs  money,  -  - 

Convicts  on  the  Thames, 

Ditto  at  Langfton  and  Pqrtfmouth, 

Expen ces  on  account  of  New  South  Wale,s, 
Ditto,  on  account  of  Mr.  Haftings’  profecution, 
Purchafe  of  the  parliament  office, 
Superintendance  of  the  Alien  A6f, 

Stationary  (hipped  for  Upper  Canada, 

For  redu&ion  of  the  national  debt, 

American  and  Eaft  Florida  fufferers,  -  - 

Ditto,  • 

African  forts,  A 
Turkey  company,  -  - 

Board  of  Agriculture,  -1  -  - 

Britilh  Mufeum, 


Veterinary  college, 


May  io« 


£.  s.  ct* 

-  51  5  0 

29,921  12  6 

8,685,  11  4 
12,072  1  6 

15,088  7  io| 

-  5,000  0  o 
2,741  16  o l 
2,232  14  4| 

306  19  0% 

200,000  o  o 

*97.803  5  51 
53.387  7  6 

20,000  O  O 

5,000  o  6 
3,000  o  o 
3,000  o  o 

1,500  o  o 


^.13,821,430  I 


ai 


DEFICIENCY. 
May  2,  1796. 

Deficiency  of  Grants  in  1795, 


Navy, 

Army, 

Ordnance, 

Miscellaneous  Services, 
Deficiency, 


£.  s,  d. 

2.347.954  10  9 i 
7,552.552  1  8 

II,9II,b99  9  IO 

1,954,665  17  o 

13,821,430  i  af 

2.347.9S1  10  9 i 


^"•37.588,502  o 


Land  and  malt-tax. 
Annuities, 
Exchequer  bills, 
Ditto, 

Annuities, 


j  ■  j  o 

Nov.  10,  1795* 
Dec.  8. 
Feb.  1  x,  1796. 
Feb.  15. 
April  19, 


May  2. 

Profit  of  a  lottery,  600,000  tickets,  at  /13, 

May  7. 

Surplus  of  the  con  Solid  ated  fund. 


£■ 
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da 

2,750,000 

0 

O 

l8,000,000 

0 

O 

3,500,000 

0 

O 

2,500,0©O 

0 

O 

7,500,000 

0 

O 

280,000 

0 

0 

3,500,000 

0 

0 

^.38,030,000 

0 

6 

Pnbiifi 

PUBLIC 

* ublic  Afts  paffed  in  the  Sixth  Sef- 
jion  of  the  Seventeenth  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain . 

Nov.  23,  1 79 if. 

Land  and  malt  bills. 

An  aft  to  prohibit  the  exporta- 
on  of  corn,  meal,  &c.  and  to  per- 
lit  the  importation  thereof,  for  a 
mited  time. 

Dec.  1. 

An  aft  to  prohibit,  for  a  limited 
me,  the  making  of  flarch,  hair- 
owder,  &c.  from  wheat  and  other 
•tides  of  food,  and  for  lowering 
le  duty  on  the  importation  of 
arch,  &c. 

An  aft  to  prohibit  the  exporta- 
on  of  candles,  tallow,  and  foap, 
>r  a  limited  time. 

Dec .  18. 

An  aft  for  the  fafety  and  prefer- 
ition  of  his  majefty’s  perfon  and 
Dvernment;  againft  treafonable 
id  feditious  praftices  and  at- 
mpts. 

An  aft  for  the  more  effeftually 
eventing  feditious  meetings  and 
femblies. 

An  aft  for  the  better  relief  of 
te  poor  in  the  hundreds,  towns, 
id  diftrifts  in  England,  incorpo- 
ted  for  their  better  maintenance 
id  employment. 

Dec.  19. 

An  aft  for  railing  eighteen  mil- 
ans  by  way  of  annuities. 


PAPERS.  (*0$ 

Det.  24, 

Mutiny  bill. 

An  aft  to  permit  bakers  to  make 
and  fell  certain  forts  bf  bread. 

An  aft  to  amend  fo  much  of  an, 
aft,  made  in  the  9th  year  of  Geo. 
I.  entitled,  “  An  aft  for  amending 
the  laws  relating  to  .  the  fettlement, 
employment,  and  relief  of  the 
poor,”  as  prevents  the  diftributing 
occafional  relief  to  poor  perfons 
in  their  own  houfes,  under  certain 
circum fiances  and  in  certain  cafes. 

March  7,  1796. 

Marine  mutiny  bill. 

An  aft  for  increaling  the  rates 
of  fubfi  Hence  to  be  granted  to  inn¬ 
keepers  and  others,  on  quartering 
foldiers. 

May  14. 

An  aft  for  the  better  regulation 
of  mills. 

An  aft  for  the  further  fupport 
and  maintenance  of  curates  within, 
the  church  of  England. 

May  18. 

An  aft  for  continuing  the  en¬ 
couragement  and  reward  of  perfons 
making  certain  difcoveries  for  find¬ 
ing  the  longitude  at  fea,  or  making 
otner  ufeful  difcoveries  and  im- 
provements  in  navigation. 

An  aft  to  exempt  dairies,  and 
cheefe  and  butter  warehoufes,  kept 
folely  as  fuch,  from  the  duties  oi\ 
windows  and  lights. 
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ANECDOTES  and  CHARACTERS. 

CHARACTER  OF  COSMO  DE’  MEDICI. 

From  the  firft  Volume  of  Mr.  Roscoe’s  Life  of  Lorenzo  de’ Medici.] 


4  rr^HE  charadter  of  Cofmo  de’ 
Medici  exhibits  a  comb.i- 
lation  of  virtues  and  endowments 
’arely  to  be  found  united  in  the 
'ameperfon.  If  in  his  public  works 
le  was  remarkable  for  his  magnifi- 
;ence,  he  was  no  lefs  confpicuous 
:or  his  prudence  in  private  life. 
VVhilft  in  the  chara&er  of  chief  of 
:he  Florentine  republic,  he  fup- 
Dorted  a  conltant  intercourse  with 
the  fovereigns  of  Europe,  his  con¬ 
duct  in  Florence  was  divefted.  of  all 
□dentation,  and  neither  in  his  re¬ 
tinue,  his  friendfhips,  or  his  con  - 
verfation,  could  he  be  diftinguiihed 
from  any  other  refpedtable  citizen. 
He  well  knew  the  jealous  temper  of 
the  Florentines,  and  preferred  the 
real  enjoyment  of  authority,  to 
that  open  affumption  of  it,  which 
could  only  have  been  regarded  as  a 
perpetual  infult,  by  thofe  whom  he 
permitted  to  gratify  their  own  pride^ 
in  the  reflection  that  they  were  the 
equals  of  Cofmo  de’  JjVIedici. 

w  In  affording  protedtibn  to  the 
arts  of  architedture,  painting,  and 
fculpture,  which  then  began  to  re- 
Yiye  in  Italy,  Cofmo  fet  the  great 


example  to  thofe,  who  by  their 
rank,  and  thefr  riches,  could  alone 
afford  them  effedtual  aid.  The 
countenance  {hewn  by  him  to  thofe 
arts,  was  not  of  that  kind  which 
their  profeffors  generally  experi¬ 
ence  from  the  great ;  jt  was  not  con¬ 
ceded  as  a. bounty,  nor  received  as 
a  favour;  but  appeared  in  the 
friendfliip  and  equality  that  fub- 
fifted  between  the  artift  and  his  pa¬ 
tron.  In  the  eredtion  of  the  nu¬ 
merous  public  buildings  in  which 
Cofmo  expended  incredible  films 
of  money,  he  principally  availed 
himfelf  of  the  abidance  of  Michel- 
lozzo  Michellozzi  and  Filippo  Bru¬ 
nelleschi  ;  the  fir  ft  of  whom  was  a 
man  of  talents,  the  latter  of  genius. 
Soon  after  his  return  from  banifhr 
ment,  Cofmo  engaged  thefe  two 
artifts  to  form  the  plan  of  a  manfion 
for  his  own  refidence.  Brunel- 
lefchi  gave  fcope  to  his  invention, 
and  produced  the  defign  of  a  palace 
which  might  havefuited  the  proud- 
eft  foverejgn  in  Europe;  but  Cof¬ 
mo  was  led  by  that  prudence  which, 
in  his  perfonal  accommodation,  re¬ 
gulated  ail  his  condudt,  to  prefer 
A  a  thf 
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the  plan  of  Mi  chellozzi,  which  uni¬ 
ted  extent  with  limplicity,  and  ele¬ 
gance  with  convenience.  With 
the  confcioufnefs,  Brunellefchi  pof- 
leiTed  alfo  the  irritability  of  genius, 
and  in'  a  fit  of  vexation,  he  deftrov- 
ed  a  delign  which  he  unjuftly  con¬ 
sidered  as  difgraced  by  its  not  being 
carried  into  execution.  Having 
compleated  his  dwelling,  Cofmo  in¬ 
dulged  his  tafte  in  ornamenting  it 
with  the  moll  precious  remains  of 
ancient  art;  and  in  the  purohafe  of 
vafes,  ffiatues',  buffs,  gems,  and  me¬ 
dals,  expended  no  inconliderable 
furn.  Nor  was.  he  lefs  attentive  to 
'the  merits  of  thofe  artifts  which  his 
native  place  had  recently  produced. 
With  Mafaccio  a  better  ftyie  of 
painting  had  arifen,  and  the  cold 
and  formal  manner  of  Giotto,  and 
his  difciples,  haj  given  way  to 
more  natural  and  expreffive  com- 
'pofition.  '  In  Cofmo  de’  Medici 
this  riling  artifl:  found  his  rnoft  li¬ 
beral  patron  and  protedloi*.  Some 
of  the  works  of  Mafaccio  were  exe¬ 
cuted  in  the  chapel  of  the  Bran- 
cacci,  where  they  were  held  in  fuch 
eftimation,  that  the 'place  was'  re¬ 
garded  as  a  School  of  fludy  by  the 
moft  eminent  art-ifts- who  immedi¬ 
ately  fucceeded  him.  Even  the 
Celebrated  M'ichelagnolo,  when  ob¬ 
serving  thefe  paintings'  inany  years 
"afterwards,  in  company  with  his 
■honefr  and  loquacious  friend  Va- 
fari,  did  not  hefitate  to  exprefs  his 
decided  approbation  of  their  merits. 
The  reputation  of  Mafaccio  was 
emulated  by  his  difciple  Filippo 
Lippi,  who  executed  for  Cofmo 
and  his  friends  many  celebrated 
pictures,  of  yvliich  Yafari  has  given 
a  minute  account.  Cofmo  how¬ 
ever  found.no  fmall  difficulty  in 
controlling  the  temper  and  regu¬ 
lating  the  eccentricities  of  this,  ex¬ 
traordinary  charafter.  If  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  thefe  earlv  mailers  did  not 


reach  the  true  end  of  the  art,  they, 
afforded  confiderable  affiflance  to¬ 
wards  it ;  arid  while  Mafaccio  and 
Filippo  decorated  with  their  ad¬ 
mired  produ&ions  the  altars  of 
churches  and  the  apartments  of 
princes,  Donatello  gave  to,  marble, 
a  proportion  of  form,  a  vivacity  of 
exprefiion,  to  which  his  contempo¬ 
raries  imagined  that  nothing  qpore 
was  wanting;  Brunellefchi  raifed 
the  great  dome  of  the  cathedral  of 
■Florence;  and  Ghiberti  call  in 
brals  the  flupendous  doors  of  the 
church  of  St.  John,  which  Michel- 
agnolo  deemed  worthy  to  be  the 
gates  of  paradife. 

44  In  his  pcrfon  Cofmo  was  tall ; 
in  his  youth  he  pofTefTed  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  a  prepolTefling  countenance; 
what  age  had  taken  from  his  co.me- 
linefs,  ft  had  added  to  his  dignity, 
and  in  his  latter  years,  his  appear¬ 
ance  was  fo  truly  venerable  as  to 
have  been  the  frequent  fubject  of 
panegyric.  His  manner  was  grave 
find  complacent,  but  upon  many 
occafions  he  gave  Sufficient  proofs 
that  this  did  not  ariffi  from  a  want 
of  talents  for  farcafm  ;  and  the 
fidelity  of  the  Florentine  hiftorians 
has  pi'eferved  many  of  his  fn rend 
-obfervations  and  remarks.  When 
Rinaldo  de’  Albizi,  who  was  then 
in  exile,  and  meditated  an  attack 
■Upon  his  native  place,  lent  a  mef- 
£ age  to  Cofmo,  importing  that  the 
hen  would  Shortly  hatch,  he  replied, 
4  She  will  hatch  with  an  ill  grace 
4  out  of  her  own  neft.’  On  ano¬ 
ther  occafion,  when  his  adverfarifcs 
gave  him  to  underhand  that  they 
were  not  lleeping,  4  1  believe  it,' 
laid  Cofmo,  4  I  have  fpoiied  their 
4  Seep.’’-^ — 4  Of  what  colour  is  my 
4  hair?*  Said  Cofmo,  uncovering  his 
head  to  the  ambalfadors  of  Venice, 
who  came  with  a  complaint  again# 
the  Florentines,  ‘  White,’  they  re¬ 
plied  ;  4  It  will  not  be  long,’  faid 
V-  <  -  ■«  Cofmo. 


Review  of  the  Character  of  Lorenzo  de’  Medici.  [5] 


'ofmo,  1  before  that  of  your  fena- 
tors  will  be  fb  too/  Shortly  be- 
ire  his  death,  his  wife  inquiring 
rhy  he  clofed  his  eyes,  4  That  I 
may  perceive  more  clearly,’  was 
is  reply. 

“  If,  from  confidering  the  pri- 
ate  character  of  Colmo,  we  attend 
>  his  conduct  as  the  moderator 
nd  “director  of  the  Florentine  re - 
'ublic,  our  admiration  of  his  abi¬ 
des  will  increafe  with  the  extent 
if  the  theatre  upon  which  he  had 
0  aft.  So  important  were  his 
nercantile  concerns,  that  they  often 
nfluenced  in  a  very  remarkable  de¬ 
cree  the  politics  of  Italy.  When 
\lfonfo  king  of  Naples  leagued 
vith  the  Venetians  againll  Flo- 
ence,  Cofmo  called  in  fuch  im- 
nenfeclebts  from  thofe  places,  as 
ieprived  them  of  refources  for  car¬ 
rying  on  the  war.  During  the  con- 
effc  between  the  houfes  of  York 
md  Lancafter,  one  of  his  agents  in 
England  was  reforted  to  by  Edward 
[V.  for  a  Fum  of  money,  which 
was  accordingly  furnifbed,  to  fuch 
an  extraordinary  amount,  that  it 
might  almoft  be  confidered  as  the 
means  of  fupporting  that  monarch 


on  the  throne,  and  was  repaid  when 
his  fuccefTes  enabled  him  to  fulfil 
his  engagement.  The  alliance  of 
Cofmo  was  feduloufly  courted  by 
the  princes  of  Italy,  and  it  was  re¬ 
marked  that  by  a  happy  kind  of 
fatality,  whoever  united  their  inter- 
efts  with  his,  were  always  enabled 
either  to  reprefs,  or  to  overcome 
their  adverfaries.  By  his  affifiance 
the  republic  of  Venice  refilled  the 
united  attacks  of  Filippo  duke  of 
Milan,  and  of  the  French  nation, 
but  when  deprived  of  his  fupport, 
the  Venetians  were  no  longer  able 
to  withftand  their  enemies.  With 
whatever  difficulties  Cofmo  had  to 
encounter,  at  home  or  abroad,  they 
generally  terminated  in  the  acqui¬ 
sition  of  additional  honour  to  his 
country  and  to  himfelf.  The  e- 
fteem  and  gratitude  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  were  fully  fhewn  a  fliort 
time  before  his  death,  when  by  a 
public  decree  he  was  honoured 
with  the  title  of  Pater  Patrice ,  an 
appellation  whifch  wras  infcribed  on 
his  tomb,  and  which,  as  it  was 
founded  on  real  merit,  has  ever 
fince  been  attached  to  the  name  of 
Cofmo  de*  Medici.” 


Short  Review  of  the  Character  of  Lorenzo  de’  Medici,  and  of 

the  Circumftances  attending  his  Death.  * 

[From  the  fecond  Volume  of  the  fame  Work.] 


u  TN  the  height  of  his  reputation, 
X  and  at  a  premature  period 
*bf  life,  died  Lorenzo  de'  Medici; 
a  man  who  may  be  felefted:  from 
all  the  charafters  of  ancient  and 
modern  hiftory,  as  exhibiting  the 
molt  remarkable  inftance  of  depth 
of  penetration,  verfatility  of  talent, 
and  comprehension  of  mind.  Whe¬ 
ther  genius  be  a  predominating  im- 
pulfe,  direfting  the  mind  to  fome 
particular  object,  or  whether  it  be 


an  energy  of  intellect  that  arrives 
at  excellence  in  any  department  in 
which  it  may  be  employed,  it  is 
certain  that  there  are  few  in  fiances 
in  which  a  fuccefsful  exertion  in 
any  human  purfuit  has  not  occa- 
fioned  a  dereliction  of  many  other 
objects,  the  attainment  of  which 
might  have  conferred  immortality. 
If  the  powers  of  the  mind  are  to 
bear  down  ail  obftacles  that  oppofe 
their  progrefs,  it  feems  neceffarv 
A  3  that 
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tjiat  they  ill  on  Id  fweep  along  in 
fome  certain  courfe,  and  in  one 
colle&ed  mafs.  What  then  (hall  we 
think  of  that  rich  fountain  which, 
whilft  it  was  poured  out  by  fo  many 
channels,  flowed  through  each  with 
a  full  and  equal  ftream  ?  To  be  ab- 
fo’rbed  in  one  purfuit,  however  im¬ 
portant,  is  not  the  chara&eriftic  of 
the  higher  clafs  of  genius,  which, 
piercing  through  the  various  com¬ 
binations  and  relations  of  furround¬ 
ing  circumftances,  fees  all  things 
in  their  juft  dimenfions,  and  attri¬ 
butes  to  each  its  due.  Of  the  va¬ 
rious  occupations  in  which  Loren¬ 
zo  engaged,  there  is  not  one  in 
which  he  was  not  eminently  fuc- 
cefsful ;  but  he  was  moft  particu¬ 
larly  diftinguifhed  in  thofe  which 
juftly  hold  the  flrft  rank  in  human 
eftimation.  The  facility  with  which 
he  turned  from  fubjedts  of  the 
higheft  importance  to  thofe  of  a- 
mufement  and  levity,  fuggefted  to 
his  countrymen  the  idea  that  he  had 
two  diftincl  fouls  combined  in  one 
body.  Even  his  moral  charadter 
feems  to  have  partaken  in  fome  de¬ 
gree  of  the  fame  diverfity,  and  his 
devotional  poems  are  as  ardent  as 
his  lighter  pieces  are  licentious. 
On  all  fides  he  touched  the  ex¬ 
tremes  of  human  character,  and 
the  powers  o-f  his  mind  were  only 
bounded  by  that  impenetrable  cir¬ 
cle  which  prefcrlbes  the  limits  of 
human  nature, 

u  As  aftateYman,  Lorenzo  de’  Me¬ 
dici  appears  to  peculiar  advantage. 
Uniformly  employed  in  fecuring 
the  peace  and  promoting  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  his  country  by  juft  regu¬ 
lations  at  home,  and  wife  precau¬ 
tions  abroad,  and  teaching  to  the 
furrounding  governments  thofe  im¬ 
portant  leflons  of  political  fcience, 
on  which  the  civilization  and  tran¬ 
quillity  of  nations  have  fince  been 
found  to  depend.  Though  pofleff- 


ed  of  undoubted  talents  for  mili¬ 
tary  exploits,  and  of  fagacity  to 
avail  himfelf  of  the  imbecility  of 
neighbouring  powers,  he  was  fu- 
perior  to  that  avarice  of  dominion 
which,  without  improving  what  is 
already  acquired,  blindly  aims  at 
more  extenfive  poflefiions.  The 
\yars  in  which  he  engaged  were  for 
fecurity,  not  for  territory  ;  and  the 
riches  produced  by  the  fertility  of 
the  foil,  and  the  induftry  and  inge¬ 
nuity  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Flo¬ 
rentine  republic,  inftead  of  being 
diftipated  in  impofing  projedls  and 
ruinous  expeditions,  circulated  in 
their  natural  channels,  giving  hap-, 
pinefs  to  the  individual,  and  re- 
fpe&ability  to  the  ftate.  If  he  was 
not  infenflble  to  the  charms  of  am¬ 
bition,  it  was  the  ambition  to  de- 
ferve  rather  than  to  enjoy ;  and  he 
was  always  cautious  not  to  exa£I 
from  the  public  favour  more  than 
it  might  be  .voluntarily  willing  to 
beftow.  The  approximating  fup- 
preflion  of  the  liberties  of  Florence, 
under  the  influence  of  his  defcend- 
ants,  may  induce  fufpicions  unfa¬ 
vourable  to  his  patriotifm  ;  but  it 
will  be  difficult,  not  to  fay  impof- 
fible,  to  difcover,  either  in  his  con- 
du<ft  or  his  precepts,  any  thing  that 
ought  to  ftigmatize  him  as  an  ene¬ 
my  to  the  freedom  of  his  country. 
The  authority  which  he  exercifed 
was  the  fame  as  that  which  his  an- 
ceftorshad  enjoyed,  without  injury 
to  the  republic,  for  nearly  a  cen¬ 
tury,  and  had  defcended  to  him  as 
inseparable  from  the  wealth,  the#re- 
fpeaability,  and  the  powerful  fo¬ 
reign  connexions  of  his  family. 
The  fuperiority  of  his  talents  en¬ 
abled  him  to  avail  himfelf  of  thefe 
advantages  with  irrefiftible  effect;  ■ 
but  hiftory  fuggefts  not  an  inftanco 
in  which  they  were  devoted  to  any 
other  purpofe  than  that  of  promot¬ 
ing  the  honour  and  independence 

of 
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f  the  Tufcan  {fate.  It  wa^  not  by 
ie  continuance,  but  by  the  dere- 
ftion  of  the  fyflem  that  he  had 
ftablifhed,  and  to  which  be  ad- 
ered,to  the  clofe  of  his  life,  that 
he  Florentine  republic  funk  under 
he  degrading  yoke  of  defpotic 
>ower;  and  to  his  premature  death 
i?e  may  unqueftionably  attribute, 
tot  only  the  deftrubtion  of  the  com- 
nonwealth,  but  all  the  calamities 
hat  Italy  foon  afterwards  fu  ham- 
id. 

u  The  fvmpathies  of  mind,  like 
he  laws  of  chemical  affinity,  are 
miform.  Great  talents  attract  ad¬ 
miration,  the  offering  of  the  under- 
landing;  but  the  qualities  of  the 
aeart  can  alone  excite  affedtion,  the 
offering  the  heart.  If  we  may  judge 
of  Lorenzo  de’  Medici  by  the  ar¬ 
dour  wih  which  his  friends  and 
contemporaries  have  expreffed  their 
attachment,  we  (hall  form  conclu- 
Gons  highly  favourable  to  his  fenfi- 
bilitv  and  his  foci^l  virtues.  The 
exa&ion  of  thofe  attentions  ufually 
paid  to  rank  and  to  power,  he  left 
to  fuch  as  had  no  other  claims  to 
refpetft ;  he  rather  chofe  to  be  con- 
Gdered  as  the  friend  and  the  equal, 
than  as  the  dictator  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  His  urbanity  extended  to 
the  loweft  ranks  of  i'ociety ;  and 
while  he  enlivened  the  city  of  Flo¬ 
rence  by  magnificent  fpedtaclesand 
amufing  reprefentations,  he  partook 
of  them  himfelf  with  a  relifli  that 
fet  the  example  of  feftivity.  It 
was  the  general  opinion  in  Flo¬ 
rence,  that  whoever  was  favoured 
by  Lorenzo  could  not  fail  of  fuc- 
cefs.  Valori  relates,  that  in  the 
reprefentation  of  an  engagement  on 
horfeback,  one  of  the  combatants, 
who  was  fuppofed  to  contend  un¬ 
der  the  patronage  of  Lorenzo,  be¬ 
ing  overpowered  and  wounded,  a- 
vowed  his  refolutjon  to  die  rather 
than  fubmit  to  his  adverfary,  and 
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it  was  not  without  difficulty  that  he 
was  refcUed  from  the  danger,  to 
receive  from  the  bounty  of  Lorenzo 
thereward  of  his  well-meant  though 
miftaken  fidelity. 

“  The  death  of  Lorenzo*  which 
happened  on  the  eighth  day  of 
April  1492,  was  no  fooner  known 
at  Florence  than  a  general  alarm 
and  conffernation  fpread  through¬ 
out  the  city,  and  the  inhabitants 
gave  way  to  the  moft  unbounded’ 
exprefiions  of  grief.  Even  thofe 
who  were  not  friendly  to  the  Me¬ 
dici  lamented  in  this  misfortune  tile 
profpeft  of  the  evils  to  come.  The 
agitation  of  the  public  mind  was 
increased  by  a  fingular  coincidence 
of  calamitou«s  events,  which  the  fu- 
perdition  of  the  people  confidered 
as  portentous  of  approaching  com¬ 
motions.  Thephyfician,  Pier  Leoni, 
whofe  prefcriptions  had  failed  of 
fuccefs,  being  apprized  of  the  re- 
fult,  left  Careggi  in  a  hate  of  dif- 
tra&ion,  and  precipitated  himfelf 
into  a  well  in  the  fuburbs  of  the 
city.  Two  days  preceding  the 
death  of  Lorenzo,  the  great  domb 
of  the  Reparata  was  {truck  with 
lightning,  and  on  the  fide  which 
approached  towards  the  chapel  of 
the  Medici,  a  part  of  the  building 
fell.  It  was  alfo  obferved  that  one 
of  the  golden  palle  or  balls,  the 
emblazonment  of  the  Medicean 
arms,  was  at  the  fame  time  (truck 
out.  For  three  nights,  gleams  of 
light  were  faid  to  have  been  per¬ 
ceived  proceeding  from  the  hill  of 
Fiefole,  and  hovering  above  the- 
church  of  S.  Lorenzo,  where  the 
remains  of  the  family  were  depo- 
fited.  Befidesthefe  incidents, found¬ 
ed  perhaps  on  fome  cafual  occur¬ 
rence,  and  only  rendered  extraor¬ 
dinary  by  the  workings  of  a  heated 
imagination,  many  others  of  a  fi- 
rnilar  kind  are  related  by  contem¬ 
porary  authors,  which,  whilft  they 
A  4  exemplify 
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exemplify  that  credulity  which  cha- 
radterifes  the  human  race  in  every 
age,  may  at  leaft  ferve  to  ftiew  that 
the  event  to  which  they  were  fup- 
pofed  to  allude  was  conceived  to  be 
of  fuch  magnitude  as  to  oceafion  a 
deviation  from  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  nature.  From  Careggi  the  body 
of  Lorenzo  was  conveyed  to  the 
church  of  his  patron  faint,  amidft 
the  tears  and  lamentations  of  all 
ranks  of  people,  who  bewailed  the 
iofs  of  their  faithful  protestor,  the 
glory  of  their  city,  the  companion 
of  their  amufements,  their  common 
father  and  friend.  His  mbfequies 


were  without,  oftentation,  he  hav¬ 
ing  a  Ihort  time  before  his  death 
given  exprefs  dire&ions  to  that  ef- 
fe£L  Not  a  tomb  or  an  inscription 
marks  the  place  that  received  his 
allies ;  but  the  ftranger,  who,  fmit- 
ten  with  the  love  of  letters  and  of 
arts,  wanders  amidft:  the  fplendid 
monuments  ere&ed  to  the  chiefs  of 
this  illuftrious  family,  the  work  of 
Michelagnolo  and  of  his  powerful 
competitors,  whilft  he  looks  in  vain 
for  that  infcribed  with  the  name  of 
Lorenzo,  will  be  reminded  of  hi§ 
glory  by  them  all.” 
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on  his  Appointment  to  the  Office  of  Imperial  Laureate. 
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“  piETROTRAPASSO,  thefe- 

JL  cond  foil  of  Felice  Trapaffio 
of  Aftfi,  and  Francelca  Gal-afti  of 
Bologna,  was  born  at  Rome,  Jan. 
6th,  1698,  in  the  parifti  of  Santi 
Lorenzo  &  Damafo,  where  he  was 
baptifed  the  19th  of  the  fame  month, 
by  Card.  Ottoboni. 

“  His  father,  though  defcended 
from  a  family  in  Afifi  which  had 
long  enjoyed  the  privileges  of  free- 
citizens,  but  which,  by  a  gradual 
decline,  was  reduced  to  poverty, 
not  being  able  to  fubftft  in  the  place 
of  his  birth,  lifted  for  a  foldier  in 
the  regiment  of  Cord,  and  foon 
after  married  Francefca  Galafti,  by 
whom  he  had  many,  children  be- 
tides  the  poet. 

“  While  he  was  in  garrifon,  to 
the  fmall  pay  of  a  foldier,  he  added 
fomething  towards  the  maintenance 
of  his  family,  by  becoming  an  oma- 
mienfis.  And  at  length,  having 
Served  the  ufual  time,  and  by  ex¬ 
treme  induftrv  and  ceconomy  Lived 


a  little  money,  he  entered  into  part* 
nerfhip  with  a  ftiop-keeper  at 
Rome,  for  the  fale  of  goods  which 
belong  to  what  the  Romans  call 
I'arte  bianca ,  confifting  of  oil, 
dower,  paftry,  and  other  culinary 
materials. 

“  And  having  been  Somewhat 
profperous  in  this  kind  of  mer- 
chandife,  he  placed  his  two  eldeft 
Ions,  Leopoldo  and  Pietro,  at  a 
Grammar-fchool.  The  latter  dis¬ 
covered  an  extraordinary  quickneSs 
and  difpofition  for  literature,  and  a 
violent  paftion  for  poetry,  writh  a 
power  of  making  verfes,  extempore^ 
on  any  given  Subject,  before  he  was 
ten  years  old. 

“  This  facultyjie  was  habituated 
to  exercife,  after  School  hours,  at 
his  father's  (Imp,  where  great  crowds 
ufed  to  aftemble  in  the  ftreet  of  an 
evening  to  hear  the  young  Tra¬ 
ps  fh  ftng,  alVimprovifta ;  who,  be¬ 
tides  the  harmony  of  his  numbers, 
was  gifted  with  the  melody  of  a 

line 
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ine  voice.  During  one  of  thefe 
uneful  fits,  the  learned  civilian 
jravina  having  accidentally  patted 
hat  way,  was  (truck  with  the  fweet- 
lefs  of  the  child’s  voice,  and  (till 
nore  with  his  verfes,  which  he  foon 
build  were  extempore,  and  either 
ipon  perfons  who  (tood  near  him, 
>r  on  playful  fubjeffs  of  their  fug- 
efting. 

“  Gravina  was  fo  aftonifhed  and 
tteafed  at  the  precocity  of  the  little 
>ard’s  talents,  that  he  (lopt  to  carefs, 
md  converge  with  him,  offering 
lim  money  for  his  performance, 
vhich  however  the  child  modeftSv 
leclined  to  accept.  This  fo  much 
ncreafed  the  civilian’s  admiration, 
hat  he  inftantly  conceived  a  witti 
o  adopt  him,  for  the  pleafure  of 
activating  a  foil  which  nature- had 
•endered  fo  fertile,  that  even  the 
pontaneous  flowers  and  fruits  it 
iroduced  vvere  of  a  fuperior  kind. 
Without  hefitation  he  therefore  ap¬ 
plied  to  his  parents,  foliciting  them 
:o  transfer  to  him  the  care  of  their 
on’s  education,  promifing  to  be. 
:ome  not  only  his  preceptor,  but 
:ather. 

“  As  the  child  was  (fill  to  remain 
it  Rome,  and  no  cruel  preliminary 
vas  mentioned,  by  which  his  natu- 
*al  parents  were  prohibited  from 
being  him  and  cherifhing  recipro¬ 
cal  affeblion,  Felix  was  too  wife, 
md  zealous  for  the  welfare  of  his 
fon,  to  refufe  the  proffered  patron¬ 
age  ;  and  the  next  morning  Pietro 
was  conducted  by  his  father  and 
mother  to  the  houfe  of  Gravina, 
md  wholly  configned  to  his  care 
md  protection. 

“  Our  young  bard  was  now,  from 
the  legitimate  child  of  a  (hop-keep- 
er,  become  the  adopted  fon  of  a 
man  of  letters.  And  as  his  learned 
patron  was  partial  to  Greek  litera¬ 
ture,  and  wiflied  to  implant  in  the 
mind  of  the  young  Roman  a  re- 
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fpeCt  and  reverence  for  ancient  lore, 
he  tranttated  his  name  into  Greek : 
calling  him  Metaftafio,  inftead  of 
Trapafli;  as  Mercccrraa-i^  Mutatio , 
feemed  at  once  to  exprefs  his  for¬ 
mer  name  of  Trapaflo,  and  his  new 
fituation  as  an  adopted  child. 

“  And  having  changed  his  name, 
he  undertook  the  more  difficult  talk 
of  changing,  or  at  lead  enlarging, 
his  mental  faculties,  and  at  the  fame 
time  that  he  was  (tudying  the 
learned  languages,  and  imbruing  his 
mind  with  the  fciences,  he  withed 
to  make  him  an  orator  rather  than 
a  poet,  and  determined  that  he 
(hould  ftudy  the  law  as  a  profeffion  ; 
that,  and  divinity,  being  the  only 
two  roads  by  which  a  man  of 
learning  could  arrive  at  honours 
and  dignity  in  Rome.  Poets,  in¬ 
deed,  were  rewarded  with  barren 
praife  and  acclamation,  but  wealth 
and  affluence  were  ((rangers  to 
their  doors. 

ii  Yet  while  he  was  obliged  to 
read  the  drv  books  of  the  law,  and 
to  hear  the  wrangling  and  jargon  or 
the  bar,  his  natural  paffion  never 
quitted  him,  but 

True  as  the  needle  to  the  Polar  ftar„ 

Which  nightly  guides  the  advent'rou? 
mariner, 

Its  glowing  influence  pointed  out  the  way, 

Through  flow’ry  paths  of  poetry  to  ftray** 

And  however  he  was  oftenttbly  oc¬ 
cupied  by  other  ltudies,  he  found 
time,  by  Health,  to  read  the  great 
models  of  the  art,  ?of  which  fays  an 
Italian  writer,  4  he  fucked  the  (weet, 
*  and  devoured  the  fubftance.’  In¬ 
deed  he  was  as  much  in  difguife  in 
the  robes  of  the  forum,  as  Achilles 
in  thofe  of  a  female.  At  the  names 
of  Homer  and  Ariofto,  which  were 
his  favourite  poets,  he  was  unable 
to  contain  himfelf;  and  Gravina 
difeovering,  in  fpite  of  his  pupil’s 
determination  to  conform  implicitly 
to  his  will,  that  this  exelufive  paf- 

fi 
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fion  for  poetry  wgfs  in  fupe  ruble,  at 
length  permitted  him  to  read  thofe 
poets  which  he  himfelf  thought  not 
only  the  belt,  but  the  only  models 
of  perfection.  At  the  age  of  four¬ 
teen,  during  the  early  period  of  this 
indulgence,  Metaftafio  produced  his 
tragedy  of  Giuftino,  conformable 
to  the  rigour  of  all  the  rules  of  the 
ancient  Greek  dramatic  writers, 
with  which  his  learned  preceptor 
had  fupplied  him.  But-  he  lifped 
the  numbers  of  the  dry  and  formal 
icenes  of  this  Coup  d'EJJaC  in  a 
manner  which  he  afterwards  dif- 
liked  in  proportion  to  the  pains  he 
had  taken  to  walk  the  llage  in 
Greek  bulking.” 

44  It  feems  fomewhat  inconftftent, 
that  Gravina,  whofe  firft  imprefii- 
ons  in  favour  of  his  young  pupil 
were  the  effedls  of  his  premature 
genius  for  poetry,  fhould  check  his 
progrefs  in  that  art,  in  favour  of 
another  fludy  for  which  he  had  no 
paffion  or  uncommon  difpofition; 
but  thinking  more  of  his  future 
fortune  than  fame,  he  chained  him 
to  legiOation,  pandedts,  edidts,  de¬ 
crees,  codes,  rolls,  and  every  fpecies 
of  advocation  that  was  likely  to 
contribute  to  his  profeffional  know¬ 
ledge  and  advancement. 

“  But  after  producing  the  tragedy 
of  Giuftino  upon  Gravina’s  fa¬ 
vourite  Greek  model,  the  learned 
civilian  feems  not  only  to  have  to¬ 
lerated,  but  encouraged  his  pupil’s 
adoration  of  the  Mufes ;  and  at 
eighteen  carried  him  to  Naples  ex- 
prefsly  to  afford  him  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  finging  extempore  with  the 
moft  celebrated  Improvifatori  of 
Italy  at  that  time.” 

44  And  it  is  related  by  his  bio¬ 
graphers,  that  in  this  very  year  of 
his  age,  he  fung,  all'  impxovifta,2X 
Naples,  forty  odfave  ftanzas,  on  a 
fubjedt  propofed  to  him  by  one  of 
the  audience,  which  was  ‘  the  mag- 
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4  nificerice  of  princes,’  and  he  was 
heard  with  wonder  and  rapture  by 
all  the  learned  prefent.  -They  ad¬ 
mired  the  fecundity  of  his  ideas, 
the  fublimity  of  his  conceptions, 
the  flights  of  his  fancy,  and  the  fa¬ 
cility  and  neatnefs  of  his  expremou. 
Indeed  he  became  in  that  city,  the 
general  and  favourite  fubjedi  of  li¬ 
terary  academies  and  aftemblies  .of 
good  tafle  and  polite  convdrfation  ; 
where  nothing  was  repeated  But  the 
favourite  verfes  which  he  had  fung 
extempore,  and  which  were  re¬ 
membered  by  thofe  who  had  heard 
them  from  his  own  mouth  i  on 
thefe  occafions,  the  order,  cleafnefs, 
and  learning,  with  which  he  treated 
the  fubjedts,  as  well  as  the  beauty 
of  his  verfes,  the  fweetnefs  of  his 
voice,  the  grace  of  his  adfion,  his 
modeft  deportment,  and  the  ex- 
preftion  of  his  countenance,  were 
univerfally  extolled.  By  thefe  ex¬ 
cellencies,  joined  to  his  fine  fea¬ 
tures  and  great  natural  dignity,  he 
became  the  idol  of  all  who  heard 
and  faw  him  ;  and  the  love  of  hi? 
preceptor,  Gravina,  encreafed  with 
his  years,  as  the  genius  and’ grati¬ 
tude  of  lws  pupil  .  rendered  him 
every  day  more  and  more  fatisfied 
with  his  own  difcernment  in  fe. 
ledting  and  adopting  Him, 

44  With  his  poetical  ftudies  Me; 
taftafio  ftill  continued  to  purfue 
thofe  of  the  law,  and  in  order  to 
obtain  a  pa 0 port  through  the  two 
moft  promifing  roads  to  preferment 
at  Rome,  he  cherifhed  alfo  a  hope 
of  rifing  in  the  church  :  affumed 
the  clerical  habit,  and  took  the  mi¬ 
nor  orders  of  priefthood  ;  not  in¬ 
deed,  fay  the  Italian  writers  of  his 
life,  from  any  partiality  for  that 
profeffion,  biit  by  the  advice  of  his 
affediionate  maker,  as  the  moft 
likely  means  of  obtaining  honour 
and  emoluments. 

44  At  twenty  years  of  age  he  had 

the 
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he  misfortune  to  lofe  his  learned 
(receptor  and  patron,  Gravina,  who 
lied  in  1718,  aged  fifty-four.  It 
tas  been  doubted  whether  this 
vent,  which  his  heart  inclined  him 
o  regard  as  the  greateft  calamity, 
yas  not  a  fortunate  circumftance 
or  his  fame.  Metaftafio,  whofe 
vritings  evince  him  to  have  been 
.11  tendernefs,  gratitude,  and  difin- 
erefted  fenfibility,  bewailed  this 
nisfortune  with  the  deepeft  afflic- 
ion;  and  in  the  Elegy  called  La 
Ytrada  della  Gloria ,  written  on  this 
jccafion,  and  read  at  a  full  aflem- 
)ly  of  the  members  of  the  arcadian 
tcademy.  founded  by  Gravina,  he 
>nve  a  public  teftimony  of  his  for- 
*ow  and  gratitude,  expreffive  of 
hofe  noble  fentiments,  which  he 
iherifhed  and  pradtifed  to  the  end 
i)f  his  life.  Nor  did  the  beneficent 
vili  of  his  mafter  diminiflv  his  grief 
Dr  dry  His  tears,  though  when  open¬ 
ed  it  was  found  to  have  been  made 
n  1717,  and  that  he  had  appointed 
him  his  heir. 

44  By  this  liberal  adl,  he  verified 
bis  promife  to  the  parents  of  Me¬ 
taftafio,  of  treating  him  as  his  own 
child.  The  advantage  to  his  ta¬ 
lents  and  to  the  lovers  of  poetry, 
which  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  de¬ 
rived  from  this  early  lofs  of  his 
learned  tutor,  was  the  opportunity 
it  afforded  his  genius,  to  free  it fe If 
from  the  trammels  of  Grecian  rules 
and  fervile  imitation.  But  though 
in  his  dramas  he  has  more  pathos, 
poetry,  nature,  and  facility,  than 
we  are  now  able  to  find  in  the 
ancient  Greek  tragedians,  yet  his 
early  ftudy  of  them  certainly  ele¬ 
vated  his  ideas  and  fly le,  and  taught 
him  how  to  ftiun  the  vulgarity  and 
abfurdities  with  which  the  early 
popular  dramatifts  of  moll  countries 
abound.  He  may  be  faie^to  write 
with  claffic  elegance,  though  he  had 
liberated  himfelf  from  claffic  chains.” 


44  Our  poet  is  now  become  a  free 
agent,  mailer  of  himfelf,  and  a  dei- 
potic  prince  over  no  inconfidera- 
ble  fortune.  His  convention  and 
verfes  had  too  much  excellence  to 
want  admirers.  And  his  table  was 
too  well  ferved  to  be  in  want  of 
gu'efls.  He  now  wholly  quitted  the 
dry  ftudy  of  the  law,  and  devoted 
himfelf  and  his  fortune  to  the  mufes 
and  his  friends.  There  was  no 
poetical  aftemblv  in  which  he  did 
not  read  fome  new  produdlion :  as 
our  Garrick  in  the  early  part  of  his 
life  was  found  wherever  lovers  of 
theatrical  amufements  were  a  trem¬ 
bled.  Stimulated  by  the  applaufe 
which  every  piece  univerfally  re¬ 
ceived,  Metaftafio  thought  of  no¬ 
thing  but  how  to  have  it  renewed 
by  another  compofition.  The  love 
of  praife  is  an  infirmity  to  which 
the  beft  minds  are  perhaps  the  moft 
fubjedt.  During  this  intoxication, 
not  a  thought  feems  to  have  been 
beftowed  on  his  prefent  finances  or 
future  fortune.  If  he  refledted  at 
all  during  thefe  times  of  diftipation, 
it  was.011  the  number  of  his  friends 
and  admirers,  and  the  certainty  of 
patronage  whenever  he  ftiould  want 
it.  What  his  predecefibr  Petrarea 
has  faid  of  the  temple  of  love,  was 
ftill  more  applicable  to  that  of  for¬ 
tune,  by  Metaftafio. 

Error!,  fogni,  eel  hnrtagini  fmorte 
Evan  d'intorno  all'arco  trionfale , 

Efalfe  opinion i  in  Ju  le  port e, 

E  lubrico  Jpp  ar  ju  per  le  jcals . 

Errors  and  dreams,  and  thoughts  half 
form’d  abound, 

And  crowd  the  bafelefs  fabric  all  around: 

While  at  the  threshold  falfe  opinions 
hand, 

And  on  the  heps,  vain  hope,  with  magic 
wand. 

44  Thofe  whom  the  poet's  young 
imagination  had  dignified  with  the 
title  of  friends,  were  only  indulging 
their  love  of  poetry  and  good  cheer, 
at  his  ex  pence.  Among  all  toe 
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leflons  of  literature  ar.d  fcience, 
which  his'learned  and  liberal  patron 
had  taught  him,  he  feems  to  have 
forgotten  thofe  of  worldly  wifdom. 
And  in  pointing  out  to  his  genius 
and  diligence  the  means  of  meriting 
the  property  he  left  him,  he  wholly 
negle<fted  to  tell  him  how  to  pre- 
ferve  it,  and  that  the  flattery  of  the 
poor  and  the  rich  is  alike  felfifh : 
the  one  for  profit,  and  the  other  for 
pleafure.  And  indeed  it  is  laid, 
that  during  this  time,  among  his 
moft  ardent  admirers  at  Rome,  be- 
lides  thofe  who  profited  from  his 
bounty,  there  were  many  perfons 
of  the  higheft  rank  and  authority, 
who  feemed  proud  of  being  thought 
his  patrons  and  protestors.  But 
the  zeal  of  thefe  cooled  in  propor¬ 
tion  as  he  became  likely  to  want 
their  protection;  and  what  Pliny 
has  faid  of  the  cinnamon  tree, 
feems  applicable  to  the  great  in 
general,  corticis ,  in  quo  fmnma  gratis?, 
nothing  but  the  bark,  the  mere 
outfide,  is  of  any  value.  For  want 
of  thefe  Inftrucftions,  his  patron’s 
legacy  was  foon  diffipated  ;  not  in 
the  fupport  of  vice,  but  moftly  in 
munificence  and  good  cheer.  Ma¬ 
ny  of  his  fugitive  pieces  were  pro¬ 
duced  during  this  period,  particu¬ 
larly  his  fonnet  on  the  celebrated 
Gafparini,  in  1719,  (the  year  after 
his  patron’s  death,)  when"  that  ele¬ 
gant  and  pleating  compofer  was  in 
the  height  of  his  favour  at  Rome. 
Many  of  his  cantatas,  canzonets, 
and  fonnets,  were  produced  even 
at  a  more  early  period. 

“  Finding  himfelf  intwo years  time 
•wholly  reduced  to  his  two  frnall 
Roman  places,  his  little  Neapoli¬ 
tan  pofteftions,  and  his  library,  he 
went  to  Naples  with  the  firm  refo* 
lution  of  ferioufiy  refuming  the 
Rudy  of  the  law.  Being  arrived  in 
that  city  1720,  he  placed  himfelf 
gilder  the  guidance  of  an  advocate 


of  the  name  of  Paglietti,  earneftiu: 
entreating  his  affiftance  in  the  ftudy 
of  jnrifprudence,  and  promifing  oii 
his  own  part,  to  fecond  the  inftruc- 
tions  which  he  fliou Id  receive  with 
all  poflible  diligence  and  docility. 
Paglietti  was  one  of  the  moft  emi¬ 
nent  lawyers  at  that  tirrie  in  the 
city  of  Naples  ;  but  fo  rigorous  a 
difciplinarian,  and  fo  totally  devo¬ 
ted  to  his  profeflion,  that  he  not 
only  defpifed  but  abfolutely  hated 
every  fpecies  of  ornamental  know¬ 
ledge  or  literature.  Poetry  was 
therefore  ranked  by  him  among 
the  mod  deadly  fins  of  which  an 
advocate  could  pofiibly  be  guilty. 
Indeed  it  was  to  him  an  obje<ft  of 
fuch  horror,  that  he  trembled  at  the 
mere  mention  of  it.  It  is  natural 
therefore  to  fuppofe  that  Paglietti, 
devoid  of  all  tafte  for  the  arts  of 
elegance,  which  help  to  humanize 
and  polifh  our  favage  nature,  was 
rough,  four,  and  forbidding  in  his 
addrefs  and  manners:  he  was  all 
law,  and  of  that  levere  and  merci- 
lefs  fort,  which  knows  not  how  tof 
pardon  the  fipalieft  imprudence  or 
deviation  from  worldly  wifdom. 

“  Metaftafio  was  not  ignorant  of 
his  feverity  and  invincible  hatred 
for  poetry  ;  but  inftead  of  looking 
upon  it  as  an  evil,  he  was  the  mord 
eager  to  place  himfelf  under  hi$ 
moft  rigid  difcipline,  in  order  to 
prevent  a  relapfe  into  poetry,  which 
had  hitherto  been  to  him  fo  unpro-. 
finable  a  ftudy.  The  reception  of 
Metaftafio  by  this  Lyctirgns,  and 
his  firft  le £f  11  re,  were  perhaps  ren¬ 
dered  more  auftere  ahd  acrid  by 
the  fame  of  his  poetical  talents,* 
with  which  not  only  Naples,  but  all 
Italy,  was'  already  filled;  but  Me¬ 
taftafio  hearing  it  with  heroic  pa¬ 
tience,  renewed  his  promife  of  un¬ 
wearied  application,  and  kept  it  fo 
well  during  his  firft  refidence  under 
the  advocate’s  roof,  that  he  began 
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to  entertain  great  hopes  of  his  be¬ 
coming  an  excellent  lawyer,  and 
treated  him  with  as  much  fweetnefs 
as  his  bitter  nature  would  allow. 
He  knew  that  the  ftudies  of  his 
young  difciple  were  frequently  im¬ 
peded  by  the  vihts  of  perfons  of 
learning  and  diftindlion,  to  whom 
his  poetical  abilities  were  well 
known,  and  who  remembered  him 
when  he  was  brought  to  Naples,  as 
an  imyrovifatore ,  by  Gravina.  But 
now  their  expectations  were  trans¬ 
ferred  to  his  legal  abilities,  upon 
which,  from  his  learning  and  ap¬ 
plication,  they  had  formed  the 
Jhh  heft  hopes.  It  is  certain  that 
Mataftano  at  this  time,  exerciftng 
the  greateft  tyranny  over  his  natu¬ 
ral  inclination,  refrained  entirely, 
pot  only  from  writing  verfes,  but 
from  fpeaking  them  extempore,  in 
jfpite  of  all  felicitation.  The  firft 
breach  of  contract  with  the  rugged 
advocate,  and  firft  fed  u  £13  on  of  the 
nuife  during  his  refidence  at  Na¬ 
ples,  was  in  the  beginning  of  1721, 
at  the  mitigation  of  the  countefs  of 
Althan,  who  prevailed  on  him  to 
write  an  epithalamiuip  for  the  nup¬ 
tials  of  her  relation  the  marquis 
Pignatelb  with  a  lady  of  the  Pinelli 
family  ;  it  conftfts  of  near  one  hun¬ 
dred  oCtave  ftanzas,  is  full  of  ele¬ 
gance,  and  in  the  higheft  clafs  of 
poetry.  The  drama  of  Endy? 
mion,  the  firft  that  he  produced 
fxprefsly  for  mufic,  is  faid  to  have 
been  written  on  the  fame  occafion.” 

44  Metaftafio’s  next  infringement 
of  the  laws  laid  down  by  the  advo¬ 
cate  Paglietti  againft  the  wicked 
practice  of  poetry,  was  occafioned 
by  an  application  from  the  viceroy 
of  Naples  himfelf,  that  he  would 
write  a  drama  for  mufic,  to  be  per¬ 
formed  on  the  birth-day  of  the  em- 
prefs  Elizabeth,  confort  of  the  em¬ 
peror  Charles  VI.  who  was  then 
pi  pofTeflion  of  that  kingdom.  It 


is  faid  that  "he  was  with  difficulty 
prevailed  upon  to  enter  on  his  talk, 
and  only  complied  upon  a  promife 
that  it  ftiould  be  kept  a  profound 
fecret.  Our  bard,  in  perpetual  fear 
of  the  inexorable  lawyer,  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  facrifrce  his  hours  of  fleep 
to  this  contraband  commerce  with 
the  mufes.  The  piece  was  entitled 
4  The  Gardens  of  the  E^pendes,* 
and  is  one  of  the  molt  beautiful  of 
his  early  productions.  The  vice¬ 
roy,  on  receiving  it,  prefented  him 
with  two  hundred  ducats,  and  is 
faid  by  the  anonymous  author  of 
his  life  to  have  received  his  promife 
of  fecrecy,  which  he  kept  fo  religi- 
ouflv,  that  neither  the  compofer, 
the  lingers,  nor  the  printer  himfelf, 
had  the  leaft  fufpicion  who  was  the 
author.  That  the  young  bard  may 
have  wiftied  to  lie  concealed  during 
the  rehearfal  and  firft  performance 
of  his  dramatic  attempt,  is  probable  \ 
but  that  he  continued  longer  to 
make  a  myftery  of  the  parentage  of 
this  poetical  child,  when  it  had  re¬ 
ceived  fuch  unequivocal  marks  of 
public  favour,  is  fully  confuted  by 
the  firft  edition  of  this  drama, 
which  now  lies  before  me,  and  to 
the  dedication  of  which  his  name  is 
fubfenbed  at  full  length.  It  has 
been  truly  faid,  that  when  a  falfe- 
hood  has  gained  admiftion  into  a 
book,  it  is  more  likely  to  be  copied 
than  confuted.  And  this  ftory  cf 
Metaftafio  wifhing  to  lie  concealed 
during  the  performance  and  fuccefs 
of  his  firft  drama  at  Naples,  after 
being  hazarded  by  one  biographer, 
has  been  taken  upon  trull  by  all 
fubfequeiit  writers  of  his  life;  and 
I  ftiould  have  been  of  the  number 
had  I  not  luckily  met  with  the  ori¬ 
ginal  printed  copy.” 

44  The  next  drama  that  was 
written  at  the  expence  of  his  legal 
ftudies,  or  his  moments  of  reft  and 
recreation,  was  Angelica.  This 

was 
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was  printed  at  Naples,  1722,  and 
fet  by  Porpora,  for  the  Emprefs’s 
birth-day.” 

u  The  poems  which  he  produced 
#t  Naples,  were  the  admiration  of 
all  perfons  poflefled  of  a  love  and 
talk  for  poetry,  particularly  ‘  The 
*  Gardens  of  the  Hefperides  but 
none  felt  its  beauties  fo  forcibly  as 
the  Bulgarella  dctta  Romanina ,  the 
greateft  female  finger  and  aft  refs  of 
her  time  ;  who  having  performed 
the  part  of  Venus  injffiat  occafion- 
al  drama,  was  fo  enchanted  with 
the  uncommon  beauty  of  the  poe¬ 
try,  that  hie  could  not  red  till  the 
had  been  introduced  to  the  ac¬ 
quaintance  of  the  author.  Indeed, 
^tradition  fays,  that  this  drama  had 
an  elf  eft  upon  the  audience  in  ge¬ 
neral,  which  Naples  had  never  be¬ 
fore  experienced.  The  recitative 
was  hardly  begun,  when  the  fpec- 
tators  formed  a  more  curious  fpec- 
tacle  than  the  aftors  themfelves  : 
fo  great  was  the  change  in  their 
behaviour  and  mode  of  liftening 
that  was  inftantl.y  produced.  Vio¬ 
lent  noife  and  unbridled  clamour, 
ufed  to  reign  in  every  part  of  that 
theatre,  and  could  never  be  fub- 
dued  but  with  great  difficulty,  even 
when  fome  capital  finger  had  a 
favourite  air  to  perform ;  and  it 
was  no  fooner  over,  than  the  din 
was  renewed  with  fuch  vehemence, 
that  even  the  orcheftra  could  not 
be  heard.  But  now,  every  one  de¬ 
lighted  by  the  new  and  decorous 
arrangement  of  the  fcenes,  the  ori¬ 
ginal  beauty  and  fweetnefs  of  the 
verfe,  the  force  of  the  fentiments, 
the  texture  of  the  parts,  and  all  the 
wonders  of  Meta-ftafio’s  dramatic 
poetrv,  was  forced,  almoft  iilfen- 
fibly,  into  profound  filence  and  at¬ 
tention.  Tne  companions  of  Di¬ 
do,  while  Eneas  was  relating  the 
tragical  events  which  happened  at 
the  liege  of  Troy,  could  not  have 


liftened  with  more  eagernefs  that 
the  Neapolitan  audience  did  at  thi: 
reprefeniation.  Univerfal  curiofitj 
was  excited,  and  enquiries  mad< 
after  the  author,  wTho,  though  ; 
poet  and  fond  of  praife,  is  faid  t( 
have  wifhed  to  lie  concealed.  Bu 
the  Bulgarini,  who  was  not  onb 

q  y  d 

pleafed  in  common  with  the  lover 
of  poetry,  but  imprefled  with  th< 
mo  ft  lively  gratitude  to  the  autho 
of  the  Hefperides,  for  the  flattering 
reception  and  unbounded  applauf 
which  this  piece  had  procured  her 
both  as  an  aftrefs  and  finger,  wa 
impatient  to  be  perfonalty  acquaint 
ed  with  him.  And  having  difco 
vered  that  flie  knew  one  of  his  in 
timate  friends,  fhe  prevailed  upoi 
him  to  try  to  bring  the  poet  to  he 
lioufe.  He  at  firft  reflfted  the  foil 
citation  ;  but,  at  length,  ceafing  t( 
be  inexorable,  he  was  induced  t< 
make  her  a  vifit.  The  Romanin; 
(as  flie  was  generally  called  frort 
being  a  native  of  that  city),  had  n< 
fooner  feen  him,  than  flie  felt  ai 
uncommon  regard  for  him.  Hi 
poetical  abilities,  elegance  of  man 
ners,  and  fine  countenance,  toge 
ther  with  the  circumftance  of  hi 
being  her  countryman,  or  rathe 
townfman,  all  joined  to  increaf 
her  regard ;  while  Metaftafio,  oi 
his  part,  felt  equally  unabie,  witi 
all  the  ftoicifm  he  could  mufter,  ti 
refift  the  defire  of  improving  th 
acquaintance;  and  frequently  re 
turned  to  enjoy  the  pleafure  of  he 
converfation. 

“  He  had  Boon  reafon  to  believe 
from  the  countenance  and  beha 
viour  of  Faglietti,  that  neither  hi 
theatrical  produftion,  nor  the  nev 
ftage  acquaintance  which  he  ha< 
made,  was  unknown  to  him.  Th 
praifes  he  received  from  the  Ro 
manina,  and  all  thofe  to  whom  th 
fecret  had  been  divulged,  and  thei 
prefling  inftances  that  he  woul 
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continue  to  write,  awakened  his 
Tfiion  for  poetry,  which  he  had 
Mattered  himfelf  was  wholly  fub- 
lued.  He  now  began  to  feel,  that 
by  the  narrow  and  contrafted  ftudy 
jf  the  law,  his  genius  could  never 
expand  in  his  own  original  ideas, 
Jut  would  be  conftantiy  tied  down 
:o  thofe  of  others.  His  refleftions 
ipon  the  fordidnefs  of  facrificing 
iis  whole  life  to  a  diftafteful  bufi- 
iefs,  for  the  mere  hope  of  acquiring 
ivealth  (as  he  afterwards  confeiTed 
:b  his  confidential  friends),  joined 
:o  the  harfti  treatment  of  the  old 
idvocate,  which  became  more  iri- 
iolerable'in  proportfon  as  the  affidu- 
ty  of 'Metafiiafio  dim  ini  filed,  en- 
irely  determined  him  to  quit  both 
Vim  and  his  profefiTbn. 

6i  His  female  friend  perceived 
:he‘ conflift  and  internal  war;  and 
n  Order  to  Simulate  his  courage 
hid  refolu'tion,  die  and  her  hufhand 
ilvited  him  in  the  mod  prefling 
banner  to  refide  under  the  Tame 
•Oof,  and  allured  him  that  they 
yould’  contribute  every  thing,  in 
heir  power,  to  render  his  life  as 
?afy  and  comfortable  as  pollible. 
Hfe  remained  feveral  months  in  a 
fate  of  uncertainty ;  but  at  length 
ieter  mined  to  accept  their  offer,  to 
*efurn  to  poetry,  and  to  enjoy  the 
bleafures  of  fociety  in  full  liberty, 
fet  he  did  not  feerri  infenfible  of 
he  apparent  indecorum  and  want 
if  fortitude  which  he  manifefted  in 
quitting,  with  fiich  feeming  levity, 
‘he  purfuit '  of  (Indies  which  had 
been  recommended  to  him  by  his 
jeceafed  patron  ;  lior  was  he  quite 
it  his  ead  on  the  fide  of  delicacy, 
is  to  appearances ;  the  obligations 
to  the  Bulgarini,  under  which  he 
yas  loading  himfelf,  frequently  op- 
preffed  his  'mind.  And  yet  fo  ii- 
toited  is  our  power  of  penetrating 
into  future  events,  that  the  meat- 
hires  which,  he  now  purfued,  far 


from  impeding  either  his  fame  or 
fortune,  were  the  foundations  of  all 
his  fubfequent  celebrity.” 

u  Sig.  'Saverib  Mattei  relates  a 
curious  anecdote  which  he  had 
from  the  princefs  Belmonte,  con¬ 
cerning  the  power  of  our  young 
author’s  extemporaneous  poetn>, 
during  his  Vefidence  at  Naples,  after 
the  deceafe  of  Gravina.  The  poet 
having  a  lawfuit  on  his  hands,  for 
part  of  the  poifeflions  bequeathed 
to  him  in  that  kingdom  by  the  ci¬ 
vilian,  applied  to  this  princefs  for 
her  interef>  with  the  judge  (an  ini¬ 
quitous  practice  in  almoft  every 
country  but  England),  and  file  lolti 
him,  if  he  would  firft  make  her 
milfrefs  of  the  fubjeft,  by  pleading 
his  own  caufe  himfelf,  all' improvijia^ 
and  convince  her  that  juflice  was 
on  his  fide,  file  would  ufe  her  ut- 
’mo'ft  influence  in  his  favour.  He 
at  firft  excufed  himfelf,  on  account 
of  want  of  practice,  in  a  faculty 
which  he  had  difcontinued  for 
many  years.  But  the  princefs  per- 
fiffing  in  her  with,  as  the  only  con¬ 
dition  on  which  fife  fhould  intereft 
herfelf  in  the  bufinefs,  he  at  length 
begun;  and  pleaded  his  caufe  in  a 
fong,  with  fuch  lively  and  infinif- 
ating  expreffions,  that  hefoon  drew 
tears  from  his  pairo.nefs*.  And 
while  he  was  in  the  aft  of  incan¬ 
tation,  other  company  came  in, 
who  were  equally  affefted  by  his 
enchantments.  The  next  day, 
princefs  Belmonte  applied  to  the 
judge,  begged,  prayed,  and  related, 
not  only  the  merits  of  the  caufe, 
but  the  extraordinary  talents,  of 
her  client ;  intreating  him  to  be 
prefent  at  a  fimilar  exhibition.  A 
day  being  fixed,  and  Metaftafio  de- 
fired  to  repeat  his  pleadings  to  a 
new  audience'  in  the  princefs’s  pa¬ 
lace,  he  confented ;  and  without 
repeating  a  fingle  verfe  of  what  he 
had  fung  before,  fuch  were  the  fire, 
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elegance,  and  touching  enthufiafm 
of  his  numbers,  as  left  not  a  dry 
eve  in  the  room.  The  caufe  was 
foon  after  juridically  determined  in 
his  favour. 

“  We  will  fuppofe  from  the  in¬ 
nate  probity  and  honour  of  Metaf- 
tafio,  that  he  had  judice  as  well  as 
poetry  on  his  fide;  but  when  elo¬ 
quence,  or  a  iiren  voice,  is  em¬ 
ployed  to  confound  right  and 
wrong,  fa&s,  which  (hould  alone 
determine  legal  right,  are  fo  con¬ 
cealed,  difguifed,  and  perverted, 
that  judice,  which  fhould  be  not 
only  blind  but  deaf  to  all  but  faffs, 
is  totally  banifhed  the  court. 

44  The  Bulgarini  was  engaged  to 
ting  in  the  theatre  of  Naples,  du¬ 
ring  the  carnival  of  1 724 ;  and  be¬ 
ing  very  ambitious  of  appearing  to 
as  much  advantage  in  the  next 
opera  as  (lie  had  done  in  that  for 
the  birth-day  of  the  emprefs,  file 
prefled  the  poet  to  write  a  drama, 
in  which,  as  lirfi:  woman,  fuch  a 
character  might  fall  to  her  (hare,  as 
would  give  her  an  opportunity  of 
difplaying  all  her  powers,  both  as 
an  affrefs  and  finger.  It  is  eafy 
to  imagine  with  what  zeal  the  abate 
went  to  work,  in  order  to  gratify 
her  wifli.  After  many  heroines 
had  palled  in  review,  Dido  was  at 
length  chofen,  and  the  drama  en¬ 
titled  Didone  Abbandonata  produ¬ 
ced  ;  in  which  he  chofe  the  period 
of  the  hero,  iEneas,  quitting  the 
Carthaginian  queen  ;  as  it  furniflied 
fcenes  of  the  greated  force  and 
paflion,  as  well  as  more  expreflion 
for  his  pen,  and  more  abundant 
opportunities  for  the  difplay  of  the 
Romanina’s  abilities,  than  anyother. 
This  yras  the  firft  perfect  mufical 
drama,  perhaps,  that  ever  graced 
ihe  Italian  dage.  The  applaufe  it 
obtained,  was  equal  to  that  of  the 
Qrti  Efpcridi ;  and  though  the  fiory 
was  fo  well  known,,  that  no  effects 


could  be  produced  by  furprife,  yci 
the  pleafure  of  the  audience  wa: 
exceflive.  The  different  edition 
circulated  in  a  (hort  time,  Yppe  in 
numerable  ;  and  the  Italians,  prouc 
of  the  refurreftion  of  their  drama 
began  to  challenge  all  the  red  o 
Europe,  where  their  theatrical  pro 
du&ions  were  thought  fuperior,  t< 
diew  any  one,  originally  writtei 
for  mufic,  equally  perfeft.*’ 

44  Didone,  which  had  produce< 
our  poet,  at  Naples,  another  fun 
of  two  hundred  ducats,  was  though 
a  much  lets  confiderable  advantag 
to  him,  than  the  condant  increaf 
of  the  regard  and  affection  of  th 
Romanina;  who  isfaid  to  have  ex 
ulted  extremely,  as  well  as  her  hu( 
band,  in  the  fagacity  with  whicl 
they  had  made  choice  of  fo  dea 
and  valuable  a  gued.” 

44  In  172  7,  the  Romanina  havin; 
fulfilled  all  her  theatrical  engage 
ments  at  Naples  and  elfewhere 
prepared  to  return  to  Rome,  ye 
declared  at  the  fame  time,  that  fli 
would  never  fee  her  native  cit 
again,  unlefs  in  the  company  0 
her  dear  friend.  He  remained  fo 
a  while  irrefolute ;  but,  at  length 
the  warm  affection  he  retained  fo 
the  place  of  his  nativity,  in  fpite  0 
the  neglect  and  difappointmen 
which  had  driven  him.  thence 
'heightened  perhaps  by  his.  regar* 
for  the  Bulgarini,  and  fortified  b; 
the  defire  of  feeing  his  father,  arn 
the  red  of  his  family, .  determine* 
him  to  quit  Naples,  in  compan] 
with  his  benefa&rice  ;  but  not  be 
fore  he  had  obtained  a  promif 
from  her,  that,  in  return  for  th 
hofpitality  which  he  had  receive* 
under  her  roof  at  Naples,  flic  an* 
her  family  fhould  become  hi 
guefis,  at  Rome.  To  this  propo 
fition  all  parties  having  acceded,  h 
wrote  to  his  agents,  to  provide  \ 
houfe  fufficient  for  the  two  farm 
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lies  of  Trapaffi  and  Bulgarini.  And 
from  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  that 
city,  till  his  departure  for  Germany, 
they  all  lived  under  the  fame  roof, 
and  conftituted  one  family.  The 
Romanina,  as  more  rich,  and  accuf- 
tomed  to  the  management  of  a  fa¬ 
mily,  was  inverted  with  the  fuper- 
intendance  of  all  houfehold  con¬ 
cerns  ;  the  rert  had  nothing  to  dor 
but  to  attend  their  own  purfuits; 
while  Metaftafio  received  vifits, 
wrote  verfes,  improved  his  circum- 
rtances,  and  encreafed  his  celebrity. 

“  The  firft  drama  which  he  pro¬ 
duced,  exprefsly  for  Rome,  was 
Catone  in  Utica ,  which  was  fet  by 
Vinci,  and  performed  in  that  city, 
1728,  and  in  1729,  at  Venice,  to 
the  mufic  of  Leo.  He  chofe  the 
fubje<rt  purpofely  to  pleafe  the  Ro¬ 
mans,  fupportng  that  he  fhould 
gain  both  applaufe  and  gratitude, 
by  difplaying  the  virtue  of  one  of 
their  own  heroes.  But  as  it  feldom 
happens  that  a  prophet  or  a  poet 
(which  in  ancient  times  were  united 
in  the  fame  perfon)  receives  due 
honour  in  his  own  country,  parti¬ 
cularly  at  Rome,  which  is  prover¬ 
bially  called  the  refidence  of  ftran- 
gers ;  in  fpite  of  the  excellence  of 
this  drama,  which  abounds  with 
fublime,  as  well  as  tender  fenti- 
ments  and  delineatiqns,  of  the 
paffions  of  glory,  ambition,  anger, 
and  love;  and  in  which  the  con¬ 
duct  was  natural,  and  catartrophe 
happy,  it  was  inrtantly  attacked  by 
the  fatirical  genius  of  the  Romans, 
and  the  performance  fufpended. 
>The  frivolous  fcenes,  and  feeble 
poetry  to  which  they  had  been  long 
accullomed,  had  corrupted  the  tarte 
of  the  Roman  public  in  general ; 
and  except  a  few  learned  men, 
lefs  invidious  than  the  rert,  who, 
if  they  knew  of  no  modern  Cato, 
had  read,  at  leaft,  about  the  ancient, 
this  piece  was  at  firft.  very  coldly 
-1796. 


received ;  though  afterwards,  wheif 
their  minds  and  taftes  were  en¬ 
lightened  and  refined  by  other  ori¬ 
ginal  and  beautiful  works  of  our 
author,  this  drama  was  treated  with 
more  juftice. 

“  The  next  opera  which  ouf 
author  produced,  was  Ezio ,  fet  by 
Porpora,  in  1728,  and  Semirami Je 
Riconofciuta ,  fet  by  the  fame  com* 
pofer,  1 729 ;  but  though  both  thefe 
dramas  were  received  in  the  molt 
favorable  manner,  and  the  praifes 
beftowed  upon  the  poet  were  un¬ 
bounded,  his  fortune  Xvas  not 
greatly  improved  by  their  fuccefs. 
-Poetry  has  more  frequently  enriched 
the  bookfeller,  than  the  author,  in 
every  country  ;  but  at  Rome,  it  is 
a  drug  of  lefs  value,  even  to  the 
bookfeller,  than  elfewhere  ;  and 
Metaftafio’s  mu fe,  however  chafte, 
was  but  little  better  treated  for  not 
being  meretricious.  If  Metaftafio 
had  been  a  mere  pfalmodift,  or 
hymnologift,  his  monkilh  rhymes 
might  have  obtained  him  fome  ec- 
clefiaftical  preferment ;  but  the 
poetry  which  he  produced  on  pa¬ 
gan  and  fecular  fubje&s,  precluded 
him  from  every  avenue  to  the 
church.  He  was,  however,  far 
from  neceflitous,  and  with  the  af- 
fiftance  of  the  Romanina,  whofe 
purfe  wa*  always  at  his  fervice,  his 
fortune  and  fituation  were  tolerably 
eafy.  But  the  being  fometimes  ob* 
liged  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  libera¬ 
lity  of  his  generous  friend,  was  a 
circumftance  which  humbled  and 
mortified  him  beyond  any  other. 
He  could  not  bear  to  refle<ft  on 
being  a  burthen  to  her  for  whom 
chiefly  he  wiflied  to  be  rich,  not 
only  to  exempt  her  from  the  ex- 
pences  which  fhe  incurred  on  his 
account,  but  to  manifert  his  grati¬ 
tude  for  the  benefits  file  had  already 
conferred  on  him. 

His  amiable  friend  tried  every 
JJ  means 
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means  in  her  power,  to  fet  his  mind 
at  eafe,  concerning  his  obligations 
to  her:  affuring  him  that  he  had 
contributed  much  more  to  her  pro- 
fefiionai  fame  than  it  had  been  in 
her  power  to  do  to  his  fortune ; 
that  (lie  was  in  fuch  circumflances 
as  rendered  the  fmali  friendly  of¬ 
fices  which  (he  had  been  able  to  per¬ 
form,  more  a  pleafure  than  an  in¬ 
convenience  ;  and  preffed  him,  in 
the  moft  urgent  manner,  to  trail - 
quilize  his  mind  on  that  account, 
and  to  believe  {which  Hie  allured 
him  was  the  truth)  that  he  was 
doing  her  the  greatefi:  favour  when 
he  afforded  her  an  opportunity  of 
dividing  with  him  her  poiTeflions. 

44  The  afflicted  poet  drew  fome 
comfort  from  thefe  declarations* 
but  it  waS  of  fliort  duration.  He 
was  perpetually  convinced  of  the 
ingratitude  of  his  pretended  Roman 
friends,  and  the  duplicity  of  his 
protestors  ;  and  having  nourifhed 
in  his  foul  an  ardent  paflion  for 
general  efteem,  refpect,  and  admi¬ 
ration,  his  narrow  circumflances 
threw  him  into  fo  profound  a  fit  of 
melancholy,  that  he  became  inca¬ 
pable  of  receiving  confoiation. 

44  Such  was  his  ftate  of  defpon- 
dency,  when*  to  his  great  aftonifh- 
ment,  he  received  the  following 
letter  from  prince  Pio  -of  Savoy, 
infpector  of  the  imperial  theatre  at 
Vienna. 


LETTER  I. 

1  Your  dramas  and  oth^/ poetical 
4  compofitions,  which  have  acqui- 
•  red  you  fuch  univerfal  applaufe, 
4  have  been  fo  far  approved  by  his 
4  imperial  majefly,  that  heis-defi- 
4  rous  to  engage  you  in  his  fervice, 
4  on  fuch  conditions  as  fliall  feem 
4  moil:  worthy  of  your  acceptance. 
4  It  will  be  therefore  neceflary  for 
4  you  to  mention,  in  your  anfwer, 
4  feme  fpecific  annual  appointment, 


4  which  will  be  fixed  and  invariable* 

4  Sig.  Apoftolo  Zeno  defires  n6 
4  other  colleague  than  yourfelf,  not 
4  knowing  at  prefent  any  one  fo  fit 
4  to  ferve  fuch  an  enlightened  mo- 
4  iiarch.  Upon  your  anfwer  and 
4  requifition,  will  depend  the  re- 
4  mitting  a  fum  of  money  neceflary 
4  to  defray  the  expences  of  your 
4  journey.  I  am  happy  in  this  op- 
4  pertunity  of  manifefting,  with 
4  how  much  efteem  and  zeal,  I  am 
4  your  fincere  and  affectionate  fer- 
,4  vant, 

4  Luigi  Principe  Pio  di  Savoja. 
4  Vienna,  Aug.  31,  1729P 

44  Metaflafio  was  infinitely  more 
furprifed  and  flattered,  by  this  un¬ 
solicited  and  fplendid  offer,  from 
finding  himfelf  recomfnended  to 
the  emperor’s  notice,  by  the  cele¬ 
brated  and  learned  Apoftolo  Zeno* 
who  was  himfelf  at  this  time  lau¬ 
reate  to  the  emperor  Charles  VI< 
a  prince,  who  had  long  fupported 
his  Lyric  theatre  with  the  greatefl 
magnificence.  Zeno  had  enjoyed 
his  office  in  this  court,  from  the 
year  1718,  where  his  chief  employ¬ 
ment  confifted  in  furnifhing  dramas 
for  mufic,  which  had  long  beer 
juftly  thought  the  beft  of  which  the 
Italian  language  could  boafh 

44  And  yet  the  offer  of  this  em¬ 
ployment  to  Metaflafio,  hovvevei 
dazzling,  was  not  long  productive 
of  joy  without  deduction.  The 
quitting  Rome,  for  which  he  hat 
always  a  filial  fondnefs,  as  well  a: 
leaving  his  family,  friends,  andper 
haps,  more  than  all,  the  Romanina 
impreffed  his  mind  with  a  forrow 
ful  allay  to  his  happinefs.  But  he 
was  too  well  read  in  his  frienc 
Horace  not  to  know  that/ 

Nihil  ejl  ab  omni 
Parte  be  a  turn. 

44  Upon  confulting  with  his  h 
mily,  they  inftantly  conceived  fuel 

magm 
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magnificent  hopes  of  his  future  ag¬ 
grandizement,  as  contributed  much 
to  their  confolation  at  lofing  him  ; 
and  the  Romanina  was  fo  generous 
and  difinterefted,  in  fpite  of  fecret 
affliction,  as  to  ufe  her  utmoft  elo¬ 
quence  in  removing  his  doubts,  and 
diminifliing  the  caufes  of  his  repug¬ 
nance,  at  quitting  Rome  and  his 
friends* 

44  After  many  confutations,  and 
difcuflions,  of  the  feveral  arguments 
amieal  and  inimical  to  the  accep¬ 
tance  of  the  unexpected  propolition 
from  Vienna,  the  following  is  the 
anfwer  which  he  fent,  and  which 
contains  fo  many  charaCteriftic 
traits  of  modefty,  propriety,  and 
delicacy,  that  it  deferves  to  be  pre- 
ferved,  as  a  model  of  conduCt  under 
fimilar  circumftances. 


LETTER  II. 

TO  PRINCE  PIO  OF  SAVOY. 

4  The  hafte  with  which  I  am  ob- 
4  liged  to  anfwer  the  letter,  that  your 
4  excellence  has  deigned  to  write  to 
4  me,  will  not  allow  time  fufficient 
4  for  my  recovery  from  the  furprife 
4  which  the  unexpected  honour  of 
4  his  imperial  majefty’s  commands 
4  mull  neceffarily  have  produced ; 
4  an  honour  to  which  I  had  never 
4  dared  afpire,  even  in  my  vaineft 
4  moments.  The  doubt  of  my 
4  flender  abilities,  would  make  me 
4  accept  with  extreme  timidity  the 
4  glory  of  ferving  his  majefly,  if 
4  his  own  molt  animating  and  au- 
4  guft  approbation,  had  not  depriv- 
4  ed  me  of  the  liberty  of  felf-diffi- 
4  dence.  I  fh all  therefore  only  wait 
4  for  your  excellency’s  orders,  which 
4  will  be  executed  as  foon  as  re¬ 
ceived.  Your  excellence  has  re- 
4  peatedly  prefcribed  to  me  in  your 
4  letter,  to  mention  my  with,  as  to 
4  an  annual  appointment.  This 
4  law  weakens  ray  repugnance,  and 
‘  will  be  an  excufe  for  my  pre- 


4  fumption.  It  is  faid,  that  the 
4  ufual  allowance  to  the  poets  \?ho 
4  have  been  in  the  fervice  of  the 
4  court  of  Vienna,  and  that  which 
4  Sig.  Apoft.  Zeno  receives  at  pre* 

4  fent,  is  four  thoufand  florins  per 
4  annum :  fo  that,  regulating  my 
4  expectations  by  former  ufage,  I 
4  fhail  confine  them  within  the  fame 
4  limits  ;  humbly  requeuing  it  may 
4  be  remembered,  that  in  quitting 
4  my  country,  I  am  obliged  to  leave 
4  a  fufticiency,  for  the  maintenance 
4  of  an  aged  and  helplefs  father,  and 
4  for  others  of  ray  numerous  rela- 
4  tions,  who  have  no  fupport,  but 
4  the  fruits  arifing,  in  Italy,  from 
4  my  feeble  talents ;  I  muff  live  in 
4  the  molt  fplendid  court  of  Europe, 

4  in  fuch  a  manner  as  will  not  dif- 
4  grace  the  monarch  whom  I  (hall 
4  have  the  honour  to  ferve ;  and 
f  laltly,  weighing  the  poffibility 
4  that  my  abilities  may  fall  Ibort  of 
4  expectation,  and  be  inferior  to  the 
4  talk  with  which  I  fhail  be  ho- 
4  noured,  I  fhail  live  in  perpetual 
4  terrors  of  impending  poverty, 
4  and  paternal  wants.  1  have  thus 
4  ventured  to  comply  with  your 
4  excellency’s  injunctions  ;  but  beg 
4  that  my  franknefs  may  be  regar- 
4  ded  as  an  aCt  of  obedience  ;  and 
4  whatever  my  circumftances  may 
4  be,  I  fhail,  with  the  utmoft  ala- 
4  crity,  execute  thofe  orders  which 
4  it  fhail  pleafe  my  auguft  patron 
4  to  enjoin  me.  I  am  fully  fen- 
4  fible  how  much  is  due  to  the  in¬ 
comparable  fignor  Ap.  Zeno; 
4  who,  not  content  with  having  hi- 
4  therto  protected  my  writings,  thus 
4  generoully  honours  me  with  his 
4  beneficent  recommendation,  for 
4  which  I  fhail  retain  the  molt 
4  lively  gratitude,  to  the  end  of  my 
4  exiftence. 

4  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

4  Rome,  Sept.  19,  1729,’ 

«» 

B  a  «  The 


Memoirs  of  the  Abate  Metastasis). 


|>:1 


'  44  The  prince  replied  to  this  let¬ 
ter,  October  28,  of  the  fame  year. 

LETTER  III. 

PRINCE  PIO,  OF  SAVOY,  TO  META- 
ST  A  SI O.  * 

4  It  was  not  poffible  to  anfwer 
4  your  fatisfaCtory  letter  fooner,  as 
4  I  was  abfent  from  Vienna,  on  a 
4  hunting  party,  with  the  emperor; 
4  but  upon  communicating,  your 
4  fentiments  to  his  majedy,  I  have 
4  the  pleaftire  to  aiTure  vou,  that  he 
4  was  wqll  pieafed  with  the  pro- 
4  prietv,  prudence,  and  good  fenfe, 

*  mariifeded  in  your  letter,  concern- 
4  ingyonr  future  edablifhment.  It 
4  is  true  fignor  Apoll.  Zeno  had  a 
4  penlion  of  four  thoufand  florins 
4  per  annum*;  but  this  high  falary 
4  was  granted  to  him  in  conle- 
4  querice  of  his  being  imperial  hif- 
1  toriographer,  as  well  as  poet.  But 
4  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  procefs  of 
4  time,  you  will  arrive  at  the  fame 
4  appointment.  ^  I  aflhre  you  that 
4  the  Abate  Pariati  had  but  two 
4  thoufand  florins  per  annum. 
4  Elowever,  in  confequence  of  your 
4  fuperior  merit,  his  majedy  has 
4  granted  you  three  thoufand  florins 

*  annually,  and  one  hundred  tmg- 

4  herl  to  defray  the  expences  of  your 

4  journey  ;  for  which  an  order  is 

4  fent  to  the  imperial  banker  at 

4  Rome.  I  trad,  therefore,  that 

4  you  will  not  difappoint  the  hopes 

4 1  have  conceived  of  feeing  you 

4  foon  at  Vienna,  and  of  adoring 

4  you  in  perfon,  how  much  my 

4  heart  inclines  me  to  ferve  vou 

* 

4  with  zeal  and  affection. 

4  LUIGI,  PRINCE  OF  SAVOY.’ 

44  Metadado,  his  family,  and 
friends,  thought  it  right  implicitly 
to  fubmit  to  the  terms  propofed  in 
this  letter,  of  which  the  only  part 
that  occafioned  them  any  unea fi¬ 
nds,  was  the  folicitude  exprdfed 


by  prince  Pio,  for  his  fpeedy  arrival 
in  Vienna;  which  could  not  take 
place  without  leaving  his  affairs  in 
great  con  bid  on,  and  failing  in  his 
engagement  to  furnirh  the  Roman 
theatre  with  two  new  dramas  for 
the  enfuing  carnival.  Pie  faw  no 
better  means  of  folving  thofe  diffi¬ 
culties,  than  by  fpeaking  the  truth, 
and  explaining  to  his  illudrious 
correfpondent  the  real  date  of  his 
circumftances.” 

44  This  had  all  the  effeCi  he 
wiflied,  and  obtained  him  permif- 
don  to  remain  at  Rome,  till  he  had 
completed  his  two  dramas  of  Arta- 
M*  &  Alejfanclro  nelV Indie ,  for  the 
carnival  of  1730,  which  were  both 
fet  by  Leonardo  Vinci,  and  per¬ 
formed  at  Rome  before  the  poet’s 
departure,  with univerfal  applaude.’* 

44  Upon  quitting  Rome,  Meta- 
dado  configned  into  the  hands  of 
his  zealous  and  affectionate  friend, 
the  Romanina,  all  his  effects,  inte- 
reds,  and  concerns ;  together  with 
the  management  of  his  family  affairs. 
She  mod  willingly  fubmitting  to 
thefe  feveral  talks,  as  well  as  to  the 
care  of  the  produce  of  the  little 
places,  and  films  of  money,  which 
he  left  behind  him. 

44  At  length,  he  departed  with  a 
heavy  heart,  and  a  mod  fovereign 
contempt  for  the  frienddiip  and 
flattering  promifes  of  the  great,  by 
whofe  delulions  he  had  fo  long  en¬ 
tertained  hopes  of  preferment  in  his 
native  city  ;  whence,  at  lad,  he  was 
driven  into  a  kind  of  fplendid  ba- 
nifhment,  for  the  red  of  his  life. 
Thefe  early  difappointments,  from 
being  extremely  credulous,  rendered 
him  incurably  fceptical,  as  to  all 
future  prefages  of  good  fortune } 
and  the  effects  of  hoping  too  much 
in  early  life,  and  too  little  after, 
produced*  perhaps,  the  principal 
defeCfs  in  his  character.  Me  tada.fi  o 
arrived  at  Vienna,  in  July  1730.” 

Sketch 


•  ■  [  A  ] 

Sketch  of  the  Life  and  Character  of  Anthony  Raphael  Mengs. 

\.  A  T 

[From  the  Firft  Volume  of  the  Works  of  that  Painter,  tranflated  from 
the  Italian  published  by  the  Chevalier  Don  Joseph  Nicholas' 
d’Azara,  Spanith  Minister  at  Rome.] 


u  r  i  °\  H  E  forefathers  of  Mengs 
were  of  Lufatia.  His  grand¬ 
father  waseftablifhed  at  Hambr rgh* 
and  from  thence  went  to  Copen¬ 
hagen,  where  the  father  of  Mengs 
was  born.  This  being  his  twen- 
tieth  child,  according  to  the  ac¬ 
count  of  his  brothers,  he  knew  not 
what  name  to  give  him,  and  on 
opening  the  Bible,  the  firft  name 
which  piefented  itfelf  was  Ifmael, 
which  he  made  choice  of.  He  had 
for  godfather  a  painter  of  no  fupe- 
rior  abilities,  but  this  was  a  fufti- 
cient  motive  for  applying  the  boy’s 
talents  to  painting.  From  this  in¬ 
ferior  fchool  Ifmael  was  foon  re¬ 
moved  to  that  of  Mr.  Cofre,  a 
Frenchman,  and  the  bed  painter  at 
that  court,  and  procuring  fome  pro¬ 
ductions  of  Vandyke  from  a  friend, 
he  acquired  by  copying  bun  the 
art  of  colouring;  for  which  per¬ 
fection  he  was  remarkable  during 
his  life.  His  matter  had  a  niece,  of 
whom  Ifmael  become  enamoured; 
but  this  affedted  lady,  not  being  able 
tofufftr  the  fmell  of  oil, the  good  If¬ 
mael,  in  obedience  to  her  will,  de¬ 
dicated  himfelf  alone  to  miniature 
painting ;  and  with  fiich  appli¬ 
cation  and  fuccefs,  that  in  a  fhort 
time  he  arrived  to*  great  perfection 
in  the  art,  and  then  was  united  to 
this  beautiful,  though  capricious 
lady.  On  account  of  a  contagious 
diftemper,  he  foon  after  abandoned 
that  country,  and  travelled  to  vari¬ 
ous  courts  of  Germany,  where  he 
acquired  the  difficult  art  of  paint¬ 
ing  in  enamel,  for  which  he  was 
£ver  after  very  famous. 

44  From  this  alliance  our  Mengs 
was  born,  in  the  city  of  Aufig,  in 


Bohemia,  the  12th  of  March  1728, 
and  to  whom  were  given  the  names 
of  Anthony  and  Raphael,  in  me¬ 
mory  of  the  two  great  painters,  Ra¬ 
phael  d’Urbino,  and  Anthony  Alle¬ 
gri  da  Correggio,  of  whom  his  fa¬ 
ttier  was  a  pallionate  admirer.  Thus 
deftincd  for  a  painter,  even  from  his 
cradle,  nothing  was  ever  given  to 
him  for  his  amufement,  but  imple¬ 
ments 'of  this  nature,  fiich  as  pen¬ 
cils,  paper,  &c.  and  before  he  had 
attained  his  fixth  year,  he  was 
placed  to  the  fiudv  of  drawing. 
The  firft  rudiments  which  his  fa¬ 
ther  taught  him,  were  the  rnoft  fim- 
ple  ftraight  lines,  as  the  vertical,  the 
horizontal,  and  the  oblique,  which 
he  praCIifed  till  he  was  quite  per¬ 
fect  ;  and  from  this  he  proceeded, 
with  the  fame  care,  to  the  moft 
fimple  geometrical  figures,  but  al¬ 
ways  without  rule  and  compafs,  in, 
order  to  accuftom  his  eye  to  exaCt- 
nefs.  After  that,  he  proceeded  to 
delineate  the  contours  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  human  body, 
and  was  obliged  to  reduce  them,  as 
well  as  he  was  able,  to  geometrical 
rule;  from  thence  he  arrived  to  join 
and  arrange  thofe  parts,  and  at  laft 
to  give  them  their  neceflary  grace 
and  perfection.  Then  he  proceed¬ 
ed  to  take  /ketches  ;  and,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  manuferipts  left  bv  If¬ 
mael,  mentioning  this  particular,  it 
was  very  difficult  to  conftrain  the 
vivacity  of  his  fon,  who  was  not 
willing  to  fubjedt  himfelf  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  neatnefs  and  cleanlinefs,  for 
which  reafon  he  obliged  him  to 
draw  with  Indian  ink,,  which  took 
from  him  every  poftibility  of  con¬ 
tinuing  the  fame  error. 
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“  In  this  ftudy  he  continued  for 
two  years,  after  which  he  began  to 
paint  in  oil.  His  father  then  fee¬ 
ing  the  great  talent  which  he  dis¬ 
played,  fought  every  means  ftrong- 
ly  to  imprefs  in  him  the  fir  ft  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  art,  and  made  him  re¬ 
turn  again  with  the  greateft  atten¬ 
tion  and  prolixity  to  the  ftudy  of 
drawing. 

44  At  the  fame  time  he  taught 
him  chemiftry,  in  which  he  was  the 
moft  intelligent  in  Europe  ;  and  to 
paint  in  enamel  and  miniature. 
This,  however,  did  not  interrupt 
his  ftudy  of  drawing,  ftnce  not  a 
day  palled  in  which  he  did  not  de¬ 
lineate  two  entire  figures  of  Ra¬ 
phael,  or  of  Caracci;  and  not  to 
iofe  a  moment  of  time,  he  ftudied 
likewife  perfpeltive,  and  the  moft 
fieceftary  parts  of  anatomy.  Al¬ 
though  at  Drefden,  where  he  was 
at  Shat  time,  yet  he  did  not  think  it 
neceftary  to  ftudy  this  fcience  upon 
dead  bodies,  but  contented  himfelf 
to  learn  it  from  books,  and  from 
the  dry  bones  of  (keletons. 

44  After  this  ftudy  he  began  to 
draw  antique  figures  by  parts,  the 
fame  fize  of  the  originals,  which 
his  father  had  brought  from  Rome; 
and  by  night  copied  by  artificial 
light,  models  in  miniature  of  the 
fame  ftatues.  By  this  method  he 
put  in  practice  that  which  he  had 
learnt  from  petrfpe<ftive  and  ana¬ 
tomy,  fuch  as  the  degradation  and 
diminution  of  the  members,  and 
the  variation  of  form  of  the  mufcles 
when  in  action.  He  ftill  improved 
himfelf  in  ftudying  the  effect  of 
light,  of  its  degradation,  upon  fhade, 
and  of  reflexion,  the  w  hich  things 
he  diftinguifhed  better  by  artificial 
light,  than  bv  that  of  the  fun,  and 
thus  repeating  the  fame  operation 
indifferent  places,  he  comprehend¬ 
ed  better  the  force  of  the  light  and 
lhade.  In  this  manner  he  employ¬ 


ed  his  ftlme  to  the  age  of  twelve 
years. 

44  His  father  then  feeing  that  he 
ftudied  with  reflection,  and  that  it 
was  time  to  form  in  him  a  juft  tafte, 
which  was  not  to  be  obtained  out 
of  Italy,  he  refolved  to  conduit  him 
to  Rome,  which  he  did  m  the  year 
1741.  The  young  Mengs  remain- 
ed  aftonifhed  at  fight  of  fuch  beau- 
ful  objects  which  that  capital  af¬ 
forded  of  the  arts,  and  wiflied  tc 
embrace  the  whole,  but  was  reftrain- 
ed  by  his  father,  who  made  hitr 
ftudy  the  moft  perfect  although  th< 
moft  difficult,  fuch  as  the  Laocoon 
the  Torfo  of  Belvidere,  and  th< 
works  of  Michael  Angelo  in  th; 
chapel  Siftina.  After  having  mad< 
him  ftudy  thefe  in  the  differen 
modes,  he  removed  him  to  thi 
chambers  of  Raphael  to  praltic 
the  moft  beautiful  heads,  and  dreft 
ed  figures,  in  order  to  learn  th 
tafte  of  drapery,  for  which  Raphae 
is  fo  excellent.  Ifmael  was  at  tha 
time  painter  to  Auguftus  III.  kin, 
of  Poland ;  and  being  very  defirou 
to  fend  him  fame  efl'ay  of  the  abi 
lities  of  his  fon,  he  made  him  cop 
in  miniature,  two  pieces  of  Ra 
phael,  which  were  in  the  Novitiate 
and  in  the  Profeffion  Houfe,  the 
belonging  to  the  Jefuits ;  and  wifti 
ing,  at  the  fame  time,  to  fend  t 
his  majefty  a  painting  in  ename 
fufficiently  large  of  the  fame  kinc 
he  ordered  his  fon  to  begin  a  draw 
ing  of  his  own  invention,  whic 
the  father  executed  to  a  certai 
point,  and  then  left  it  to  his  fon  t 
give  it  the  finifliing  hand.  Never  di 
a  work  of  that  kind  receive  moi 
admiration,  as  Jfmael  was  the  be 
painter  in  enamel  ever  known,  eve 
to  this  day,  and  his  works  hav 
been  ever  confidered  as  invaluah 
for  his  beautiful  colouring,  an 
practice  in  the  art.  His  only  misfoi 
tune  was,  not  having  had  in  his  yout 
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a  better  fchool  for  painting,  which 
he  was  fenfible  of,  and  for  that  rea- 
fon  he  urged  his  fon  fo  much  to 
the  ftudy  of  the  firft:  principles. 
Till  now  we  behold  Ifmael  direct¬ 
ing  the  ftudies  of  his  fon,  and  giv¬ 
ing  him  that  education  which  has 
contributed  fo  much  to  his  progrefs 
in  the  arts,  and  conduCt  through 
life  ;  we  (hall  then  proceed  to  treat 
likewife  of  his  character.  A  man 
more  fevere  and  rigid  to  his  children 
never  was  known.  He  exaCted  from 
them  the  moft  indefatigable  labour, 
without  ever  allowing  the  leaf:  mo¬ 
ment  of  recreation.  They  were  at 
this  time  grown  up,  and  had  never 
had  any  intercourfe  with  the  world, 
or  fcarcely  fpoken  with  familiarity 
to  any  perfons  except  their  family ; 
fo  much  fo,  that  many  people  with 
whom  Ifmael  was  in  the  habits  of  in¬ 
timacy,  were  quite  ignorant  of  his 
having  a  family.  His  paflion  for 
muftc  only  could  foften  him  fo  as 
to  admit  to  his  houfe  a  certain  gen¬ 
tleman  of  the  name  of  Annibale, 
well  known  and  juftly  efteemed  at 
the  court,  and  who  by  a  lingular 
contrivance  (as  we  fhall  fee)  made 
known  to  the  king  of  Poland  the 
merits  of  the  young  Mengs.  When 
he  went  from  home,  he  always  left 
his  children  fhut  up  in  the  houfe, 
and  on  his  return  ftriftly  examined 
if  they  had  performed  the  talk  im- 
pofed  on  them  to  execute  during  his 
ab fence.  His  chaftifement  was 
more  like  a  fevere  mailer  than  a 
father.  He  was  a  perfeCt  tyrant  in 
his  houfe.  In  Rome  he  continued 
the  fame  conduCt.  Having  con¬ 
ducted  our  young  AnthGn  to  the 
Vatican,  he  would  there  order  him 
what  he  was  to  accomplilh  in  that 
day ;  and  with  a  flaik  of  water,  and 
a  little  bread,  would  leave  him  em¬ 
broiled  with  the  fatiguing  talk  he 
had  to  ftudy.  After  which  Ifmael 
would  return  to  reconduCt  him  to 


the  houfe,  where  he  made  him  ren¬ 
der  account  of  what  he  had  done, 
and  one  might  well  fuppofe  the 

examination  was  fufficiently  ri- 

* 

gid.  This  fort  of  ftudy  rendered 
him  fo  relleCt ive,  that  he  could  form 
a  hiftory  of  all  the  thoughts  of  Ra¬ 
phael.  To  hear  him  defcribe  the 
beauties  of  the  different  paintings 
in  the  aforefaid  chamber,  one  would 
fuppofe  it  was  Raphael  himfelf  who 
was  giving  the  defcription.  From 
the  ltyle  in  which  one  part  was 
painted,  he  demonftrated  that  from 
which  the  author  had  founded  his 
original  idea ;  and  from  thence  he 
difcovered  his  firft  defign.  Then 
following  that  which  wras  executed 
in  another  ftyle,  he  pointed  out  the 
motives  the  painter  neceflarily  mull 
have  had  in  making  thofe  changes. 

“  He  marked  the  changes  and  cor¬ 
rections  from  which  he  drew  thofe 
'reflections,  and  finilhing  to  review 
the  picture,  one  had  the  perfeCt  hif¬ 
tory  of  what  ideas  occupied  the 
mind  of  Raphael  in  the  execution 
of  that  work.  Mengs .  explained 
the  whole  with  reafons  and  obfer- 
v rations,  fo  clear  and  evident,  that 
the  underftanding  was  compelled  to 
render  him  the  credit,  of  geometri¬ 
cal  demonftration. 

44  This  education,  fo  favourable 
for  the  arts,  was  fo  diladvantageous 
to  the  perfon  of  our  young  ftudent, 
that  it  implanted  in  him  fuch  an 
habitual  careleflnefs  for  his  appear¬ 
ance,  that  thofe  who  knew  him  not 
would  have  taken  him  for  a  clown. 
A  perfeCI  ignorance  of  the  world 
rendered  him  almo.ft  deftitute  of 
common  civility  in  his  behaviour; 
a  certain  confined  manner,  which 
appeared  a  kind  of  diffidence,  and 
iaftly,  a  negligence  of  his  owninte- 
refts,  were  the  caufe  of  his  own  in¬ 
felicity,  and  that  of  his  family, 
whilft  he  lived. 

u  After  three  years  thus  fpent  in 
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fhidy  at  Rome,  he  returned  to  Dref¬ 
den,  where  he  applied  himfelf  to 
painting  in  crayons,  and  there 
painted  his  own  portrait  in  two  dif¬ 
ferent  ftyles  of  painting,  and  that 
of  the  aforefaid  fignor  Annibale, 
by  whofe  means  he  was  made  known 
to  that  fovereign,  His  majefty  be¬ 
ing  in  doubt  that  a  boy  of  his  age 
could  have  arrived  to  fuch  perfec¬ 
tion  in  the  arts,  ordered  that  in 
prefence  of  an  Italian  paintrefs,  a 
difciple  of  the  celebrated  Rofaiba 
Cariera,  he  ihould  take  the  likenefs 
of  her  hufband,  which  being  done, 
the  king  remained  furprifed  at  fuch 
ability,  and  immediately  widied 
him  to  paint  his  portrait,  in  which 
Mengs  expretTed  the  mod  perfeCt 
refemblance  of  that  noblenefs  which 
was  the  charaCteridic  of  this  prince, 
and  for  which  he  merited  the  great-' 
cd  edeem. 

“  In  the  year  1 745,  the  king  re¬ 
tired  to  Poland,  on  account  or  the 
war,  and  after  the  peace,  returning 
again  to  Drefden,  he  defired  to  have 
the  portraits  of  all  the  family  of 
Mengs,  and  widied  for  Anthony 
to  take  that  of  his  father ;  and  that 
hiseldell  filler,  who  likewife  paint¬ 
ed  very  eminently,  Ihould  take  his. 
All  were  therefore  placed  in  the  ca¬ 
binet  of  Crayons.  Anthony  was 
then  chofen  cabinet  painter,  with 
a  penfion  of  fix  hundred  talleri, 
and  a  place  of  habitation,  without 
any  other  reftraint  or  obligation, 
than  to  give  the  king  the  preference 
of  thofe  works  he  might  make  choice 
of,  for  which  he  would  pay  fuch  price 
as  Anthony  himfelf  Ihould  fix  upon 
them.  Anthony  did  not  accept 
this  good  fortune  without  theper- 
million  to  return  again  to  Rome, 
a  pretenfion  which  afforded  fome 
fcandal  to  the  count  de  Bruhl,  the 
mod  powerful  minider  that  king 
ever  had.  He,  however,  in  place 
of  being  offended,  approved  the 


idea  of  the  painter,  and  granted  him 
licence  with  the  greatell  good  will, 

“  He  returned  therefore  to  Rome 
with  his  father,  and  his  two  fiders, 
and  took  a  houfe  near  the  Vatican, 
in  order  to  have  the  greated  ac¬ 
commodation  for  purfuing  his  an* 
cient  dudies.  He  drew  from  paint¬ 
ings  and  datues  ;  frequented  the 
academies  and  lectures  on  anatomy 
in  the  hofpital  of  the  holy  gholl. 
He  drew  at  the  fame  time  fome 
riiiniatures  at  the  requed  of  his  fa¬ 
ther. 

u  In  this  exercife  he  continued 
four  years,  after  which  time  he  de¬ 
dicated  himfelf  to  compofition. 
From  one  piece  of  the  Holy  Fami¬ 
ly,  he  met  with  very  great  applaufe. 
The  fird  perfonages  of  the  city 
came  to  admire  it,  which  rendered 
our  Anthony  very  famous  in  Rome, 
and  fo  much  edeemed,  that  he  was 
requeded  by  the  fird  people  to  fettle 
there,  offering  to  obtain  permiflion 
of  his  fovereign,  by  affigning  him 
a  certain  number  of  his  works. 
This  offer  was  gratefully  received 
by  Mengs,  being  thus  able  to  pur¬ 
ine  his  dudies  in  prefence  of  fuch 
marvellous  productions  of  the  arts 
as  are  to  ber  found  at  Rome;  but 
his  father  prized  greater  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  edablifhing  him  in  Saxony, 
which  he  accordingly  did.  How¬ 
ever,  before  parting,  Anthony  mar¬ 
ried  a  young  lady  fufficiently  beau¬ 
tiful  and  refpeCtable,  called  Mar¬ 
garita  Guazzi,  which  he  happened 
to  meet  when  feeking  a  model  for 
the  head  of  the  Madonna,  referred 
J  to  in  the  aforefaid  picture. 

“  The  family,  thus  augmented, 
left  Rome  at  the  end  of  the  year 
1749,  and  arrived  at  Drefden  at 
Chridmas.  The  fevere  cold  of  that 
climate  in  winter,  and  various  do- 
medic  didurb^nces,  occafioned  a 
great  melancholy  in  our  Mengs, 
His  father,  in  continuation  of  his 
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ruel  difpofition,feized  on  the  whole 
>roperfy  which  was  in  the  houfe  of 
usfon,  even  to  the  laft  penny  ;  af- 
er  which  he  turned  him  out  in  the 
ireet,  without  either  goods  or  mo- 
ley.  Some  friends,  and  particu- 
arly  his  good  friend  Annibale  (who 
o  the  end  of  his  days  proved  his 
aithful friend),  afiifted  him  by  their 
jenerofity ;  but,  above  all,  the  king, 
md  his  fon  the  electorate  prince, 
:onfoled  him  by  afligning  him  a 
omfortable  habitation  and  a  car- 
iage.  He  applied  likewife  for  the 
itle  of  firft  painter  to  the  king, 
vhich  was  granted  to  him  very  gra- 
ioufly  in  place  of  Mr.  Silveftre, 
vho  retired  to  Paris ;  and  the  king 
ncreafed  his  penfion  to  one  thou- 
and  talleri  without  any  obligation. 
rrom  that  time  numerous  were  the 
irivileges  and  honours  which  that 
overeign  and  the  royal  family  be- 
lowed  upon  Mengs ;  and  to  prove 
lis  goodnefs  of  heart,  he  never  af- 
er  would  fpeak  of  that  court  but  in 
txpreflions  of  the  higheft  fenfe  of 
gratitude.  The  king  Auguftus  hav- 
ng  at  that  time  built  a  church  of 
oierable  ftze  in  the  palace,  which 
vas  copfecrated  in  the  year  1751, 
vifhed  Mengs  to  paint  a  piece  for 
he  high  altar,  and  for  the  other 
:wo  at  the  lides.  He  executed  the 
wo  laffc  at  Drefden ;  but  for  that 
)f  the  high  altar,  he  alked  permif- 
ion  to  o-o  to  Rome  to  ftnifh  it 
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here,  as  much  from  the  motive  of 
pe-eftablifhmg  his  health,  which 
ivas  much  impaired  by  this  rigid 
dimate,  as  for  the  perfection  of  this 
tvork,  which  he  was  better  able  to 
execute  in  that  country  fo  conge¬ 
nial  to  the  arts.  His  majefty  well 
Jnderftood  the  difference  of  the 
countries,  and  being  inftruCted  in 
he  hiftory  of  painters,  knew  what 
advantages  were  to  be  found  in  Italy 
for  perfecting  their  works ;  tnere- 
fpre  inftantly  granted  him  the  li¬ 
enee  he  required. 


“  In  the  fpring  of  1752,  Mengs 
returned  again  to  Rome  with  his 
wife,  and  a  daughter  born  at  Dref¬ 
den  ;  the  which  is  at  prefent  wife 
to  Don  Manuel  Carmona,  a  cele¬ 
brated  engraver  at  Madrid.  The 
climate  of  Rome  loon  re-eftablifli- 
ed  his  health,  and  the  fatisfaCtion 
of  finding  himfelf  again  in  the  cen¬ 
tre  of  the  arts,  furnifhed  him  with 
fpirits  equal  to  the  talk  of  the  molt 
arduous  undertaking. 

“  The  firft  work  which  he  finjfh- 
ed  was  a  copy  of  the  great  paint¬ 
ing  of  Raphael,  called  the  School 
of  Athens,  for  lord  Northumber¬ 
land.  He  accepted  this  commiflion 
only  to  refleCt  on,  and  lfudy  as 
much  as  poflible  that  invaluable 
painter.  In  faCt,  he  has  fince  cop- 
fefled  that  he  then  found  how  very 
imperfeCtly  he  had  known  Raphael 
before  that  time. 

“  This  copy  being  finifhed,  he 
began  the  painting  for  the  altar  of 
Drefiden  with  the  greateft  applica¬ 
tion  and  delight.  In  the  mean 
time  arrived  the  unfortunate  intel¬ 
ligence,  that  the  war  between  the 
emprefs  and  the  king  of  Prufiia, 
occafioned  the  invafion  of  Saxony, 
and  the  flight  of  the  king  from  his 
ftates,  which  proved  the  interrup¬ 
tion  of  the  ftipend  allowed  to 
Mengs.  By  this  news,  reduced  to 
the  greateft  mifery,  he  was  obliged 
to  accept  of  the  works  offered  him 
by  different  individuals,  in  order  to 
maintain  his  family,  which  every 
yearincreafed.  He  therefore  thought 
of  making  himfelf  better  known  to 
the  pdblic  by  means  offome  work, 
which  he  could  exhibit  in  public, 
and  for  this  reafon  embraced  an  op¬ 
portunity  which  offered  of  paint¬ 
ing  a  piece  in  ffefco,  which  the  fa¬ 
thers  Celeitini  wifhed  for  the  del¬ 
ing  of  the  church  of  Saint  Eufe- 
bius. 

“  The  father  abbot  del  Guidice, 
defiring,  what  his  feCt  could  not 

find, 
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find,  which  was,  a  painter  whofe  de¬ 
mands  were  conformable  to  the  lit¬ 
tle  monev  he  had  to  beflow  on  him, 
prefented  himfelf  to  Mengs,  and 
made  him  the  proportion,  telling 
him  plainly  at  the  fame  time  the 
little  he  had  to  pay  him,  and  that 
he  ought  well  to  conflder  working 
for  charity,  as  he  could  only  make 
up  the  expence  of  the  carpenters  and 
mafons,  and  give  him  two  hundred 
fcudi.  In  fpite  of  thefe  inadequate 
conditions,  Mengs  accepted  the  un¬ 
dertaking,  in  order  to  make  himfelf 
known,  and  to  exercife  a  kind  of 
painting  which  no  one  in  Rome  at 
that  time  pradfifed;  Corrado  Gia- 
quinto  being  then  gone  to  Madrid. 
When  the  work  was  finifhed,  it  re¬ 
ceived  univerfal  applaufe,  as  it  was 
at  firft  held  impoffible  to  execute  a 
frefco  of  that  kind ;  and  although 
the  competition  was  not  of  the  tafte 
of  painters  of  the  modem  fchools, 
yet,  notwithftanding,  they  were  not 
able  to  cenfure  it  for  any  effential 
defeats;  and  it  was  more  efteemed 
by  them  than  the  author  himfelf 
could  have  expedted. 

44  When  he  departed  from  Dref- 
den,  the  king  gave  him  orders  to 
go  to  Naples  to  paint  the  portraits 
of  all  the  royal  family,  forbidding 
him  to  take  any  recompence.  This 
were  well  whilft  the  pay  of  that 
court  was  continued  ;  but  being  af- 
frayed  by  the  aforefaid  changes, 
and  without  hope  that  they  would 
foon  be  accommodated,  he  was 
forced  to  think  after  another  man¬ 
ner;-  fo  that  the  duke  de  Cerifano, 
minifier  from  that  court  then  at 
Rome,  being  defirous  of  thofe  por¬ 
traits,  he  gave  him  a  note  of  the 
prices  he  was  to  have  received  for 
them  in  Saxony,  protefting  be- 
fides,  that  he  had  a  contrary  order 
from  his  fovereign.  The  anfwer 
he  received  was,  that  the  queen 


had  faid  he  was  exorbitant  in  th« 
price  which  he  demanded  for  thofe 
portraits,  and  that  it  was  not  ne« 
ceflary  he  fhould  execute  them. 
Thus  we  behold  one  of  the  many 
traits  which  the  envy  of  the  artifts 
of  the  court  have  invented  agaipfl 
Mengs ;  who,  from  his  own  cha- 
radier,  being  honourable  and  fin- 
cere,  was  incapable  of  judging  the 
reverfe  of  others,  therefore  guard¬ 
ed  not  againft  their  machinations. 
The  fequel  of  which »was,  that  the 
king  of  Naples  having  commiffion- 
ed  him  to  execute  a  painting  for  the 
chapel  of  Caferta,  and  having  ad¬ 
vanced  him  three  hundred  zee- 
chini,  the  half  of  its  price,  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  letter  from  his  majefty** 
firft  architect,  in  the  which  he  in¬ 
formed  him,  that  he  might  take  his 
leifure  in  finifhing  that  painting, 
for  that  it  would  not  be  required 
for  many  years.  A  fhort  time  af¬ 
ter,  the  count  de  Lagnafco,  miniftei 
of  Poland  at  Rome,  went  to  Na¬ 
ples,"  and  allured  Mengs,  that  the 
queen  was  very  much  furprifed  at 
him,  that  after  llie  had  granted  him 
all  that  he  had  demanded,  he  had 
not  finifhed  the  portraits  ;  and  that 
not  having  in  confequence  wifhed 
to,  receive  the  other  paintings  for 
the  chapel  of  Caferta,  fhe  had  em¬ 
ployed  other  painters.  This  was 
fufficient  to  teach  Mengs  the  fe- 
crets  of  the  rage  of  emulation,  and 
how  eafy  it  was  to  abufe  authority 
the  moft  refpe&able. 

44  In  order  to  oppofe  the  effedt  of 
this  calumny,  Mengs  finifhed  this 
painting  with  hafle,  and  prefented 
it  to  the  king  at  the  time  when  he 
was  departing  for  Spain  to  take 
pofieffion  of  that  kingdom  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  death  of  his  brother 
Ferdinand  the  fixth.  His  majefiy 
was  pleafed  with  it  in  the  bigheft 
decree,  and  commifiioned  him  to 
*  take 
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take  the  portrait  of  his  fon,  whom 
he  left  king  of  Naples.  Notwith- 
ffanding,  to  accomplifh  which,  he 
encountered  many  difficulties,  oc- 
Cafioned  by  thofe  who  presided  at 
the  court,  and  who  gave  him  to 
underhand,  that  he  would  do  well 
to  depart  from  that  capital. 

“  Returning  to  Rome,  he  under¬ 
took  to  paint  the  cieling  of  the  gal¬ 
lery  of  the  villa  of  the  cardinal 
Alexander  Albani,  in  which  he  re- 
prefented  Apollo  with  the  Goddefs 
of  Memory,  and  the  Mufes  their 
offspring.” 

“  At  this  time,  Mengs  thought 
to  be  able  to  fix  himfelf  in  Rome  ; 
when  Charles  III.  who  by  accident 
had  penetrated  into  his  merit  at 
Naples,  invited  him,  by  means  of 
Don  Manuel  de  Roda,  then  his  mi- 
nifter  at  Rome,  to  come  to  Spain, 
and  be  in  his  fervice  ;  offering  him 
a  falary  of  two  thoufand  doblones, 
a  houfe,  carriage,  and  all  the  ex- 
pences  attending  his  profeffion ; 
and  in  cafe  he  would  accept  it,  he 
offered  him  likewife  the  accommo¬ 
dation  of  a  fhip  of  war  then  at 
Naples,  which  was  about  to  return 
to  Spain.  Mengs  therefore  em¬ 
barked  with  his  family,  and  happily 
arrived  at  Alicant,  the  7th  day  of 
October  1761. 

w  Having  reached  the  court,  the 
king  received  him  with  fuch  kind- 
nefs  as  aftonifhed  him ;  and  the 
fame  attention  he  ever  after  con¬ 
tinued,  notvvithftandingallthe  tram¬ 
mels  and  arts  of  envy  which  were 
praCtifed  againft  him.’* 

“  At  the  fame  time  that  Mengs 
was  occupied  in  adorning  the  pa¬ 
lace  of  his  fovereign,  he  fought  alfo 
to  render  himfelf  ufeful,  by  efta- 
blifhing  a  fchool  of  the  arts  in 
Spain,  and  propofed  to  the  acade¬ 
my,  of  which  he  was  a  member, 
various  regulations  according  to  his 


fubllme  ideas,  which  were  at  firft 
accepted;  but  ignorance  and  paf- 
fion  fo  predominated,  that  they  were 
not  afterwards  put  in  practice,  or 
followed ;  inftead  of  which,  they 
retorted  with  difguft  on  the  whole 
of  his  projects,  and  even  threatened 
his  reputation.  We  ffi all  therefore 
draw  a  veil  over  this  feene  of  hu¬ 
man  frailty,  and  hide  it  in  forget- 
fulnefs  for  the  honour  of  humanity; 

“  Affliction  of  mind  (the  priva¬ 
tion  of  every  delight  of  life)  and 
difordinate  .application?  to  his  pro¬ 
feffion,  compleatly  impaired  his 
health.  r 

“  At  the  dawn  of  day  he  began 
his  labour,  and  without  interrup¬ 
tion,  except  fo  dine,  he  continued 
till  night;  then  taking  very  little 
food,  he  fliut  himfelf  up  in  his 
houfe,  at  fome  other  work,  either 
in  drawing,  or  preparing  materials 
for  the  following  day.  He  had  fent 
his  family  to  Rome,  and  was  by 
this  deprived  of  the  greateft  com¬ 
fort  and  delight  he  could  enjoy. 
This  increafed  his  infirmity ;  he 
loft  his  appetite  and  fell  into  a  de¬ 
cline,  when  every  one  expeded  his 
death  as  near  approaching.  In  this 
ftate  the  king  granted  him  licence 
to  return  to  Rom'e,  but  not  being 
able  to  fupport  fo  fatiguing  a  jour¬ 
ney,  he  was  obliged  to  reft  at  Mo¬ 
naco,  where  the  abilities  of  a  pny* 
ftcian,  and  the  goodnefs  of  the  air, 
recruited  his  ftrength  fufficient  to 
proceed. 

“  Being  arrived,  he  foou  reco¬ 
vered  his  fpirits,  and  became  fuffi- 
ciently  re-eftablifhed  in  his  health.” 

“  At  that  time  pope  Clement 
XIV.  propofed  to  him  to  paint 
fome  things  for  the  Vatican.  This 
was  ever  his  moft  anxious  defire, 
to  leave  fomething  in  memory  of 
himfelf  in  that  grand  emporium  of 
the  arts;  he  therefore  quickly  ac¬ 
cepted 
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cepted  the  prop o fa  1,  but  with  in¬ 
junction  that  nothing  fhouid  be 
Ipoken  to  him  of  recompense. 

u  He  undertook  therefore  the 
painting  of  the  cabinet  of  the  mu- 
feu  m,  which  was  deiigned  in  the 
Vatican  to  keep  the  fragments  of 
ancient  Papin.” 

u  He  had  been  near  three  years 
in  Italy  before  he  had  finifhed  this 
work,  and  was  perfectly  re-efta- 
bliilied  in  his  health ;  in  confe- 
quence  he  had  no  reafon  for  re¬ 
maining  fo  long  with-out'giving  an 
account  to  the  king,  who  never  the- 
lefs  continued  him  his  ftipend  the 
fame  as  if  he  had  remained  at  Ma¬ 
drid.  He  had  belides  undertaken  this 
work  of  the  Papiri  without  leave 
and  even  without  his  knowledge. 
Any  other  fovereign  but  Charles 
III.  would  have  relented  this  abufe 
of  his  bounty  ;  but  his  unwearied 
patience  contented  itfelf  to  make 
me  fearch  refervedlv  the  motives 

J 

which  detajned  Mengs  at  Rome  :  I 
reprefented  to  his  majefty  the  truth, 
excufine  Mengs  on  account  of  his 
pallion  for  Rome,  the  centre  of  the 
polite  arts ;  likewife  for  the  tender- 
nefs  he  bore  his  family,  from  whom 
he  had  not  the  courage  to  feparate 
himfeif ;  and  for  his  ambition  (fo 
excufable  in  an  artift  of  his  merit) 

to  leave  fome  teftimonv  in  memory 

,  "  •> 

of  his  abilities,  with  thofe  of  Ra¬ 
phael  ;  and  laftly,  relieved  his  de¬ 
licacy,  by  faying  he  had  fought  no¬ 
thing  from  anv  other  fovereign 
ft  nee  he  ferved  the  king  of  Spain, 
promiiing  at  the  lame  time  what  I 
would  do  in  order  to  induce  him 
loon  to  depart  for  Madrid. 

44  At  the  indirect  inlinuation  I 
gave  him,  he  was  uneafyyand  re¬ 
solved  precipitately  to  leave  incom¬ 
plete  the  work  of  the  Papiri,  and  to 
depart  immediately.  No  reflection 
was  capable  of  diverting  him  from 
this  refolutioR.  He  went  firft  to 


Naples  to  take  the  portraits. .of  thofe 
fovereigns,  according  as  he  had 
promifed  the  king  their  father;  but 
inftead  of  finilhing  them  both  ac¬ 
cording  as  he  had  determined  before 
he  left  Rome,  he  entertained  himfeif 
in  Naples  all  the  winter,  and  re¬ 
turned  to  Rome  with  only  the  heads 
flnilhed ;  and  being  arrived  he 
could  not  refill  the  delire  of  com* 
pleating  what  remained  to  be  done 
in  the  chamber  of  the  Papiri;  and 
it  was  then  that  he  finifhed  the 
painting  of  the  aforefaid  faint  Pe¬ 
ter. 

44  At  lalt  he  left  Rome  to  return 
to  Spain  with  part  of  his  family, 
leaving  his  five  daughters  in  a  con¬ 
vent,  recommended  to  his  brother- 
in-law,  the  celebrated  painter,  fig* 
nor  Marron.  Four  months  after, 
pafling  through  Florence  to  go  to 
Parma,  I  found  him  at  that  place, 
not  having  the  refolution  to  pro¬ 
ceed  any  further;  and  on  my  re¬ 
turn  two  months  after,  he  was  fti.ll 
remaining  there.  During  my  fhort 
ftay  at  Florence,  he  drew  my  por¬ 
trait  ;  and  his  friendlhip  for  me 
made  him  perform  wonders  in  the 
execution.  I  returned  to  Romej 
and  five  months  after,  pafling  again 
by  wav  of  Florence,  I  induced  him 
finally  to  depart  for  Spain.” 

44  In  this  year  whicti  Mengs  re¬ 
mained  in  Italy,  he  ftudied  or  more 
properly  fpeaking,  meliorated  much 
his  ftylek  His  former  works  bear 
no  companion  with  thofe  he  did 
after  that  period*  The  molt  feri- 
otis  iiudy  of  .the  ancients,  and  efpe- 
cially  the  paintings  of  Herculane¬ 
um,  manifefted  to  him  the  true 
fountain  of  beauty,  and  the  way  by 
which  the  Grecians  had  attained  it. 
In  his  firft  works  notwithftanding 
his  corrections,  his  colouring,  and 
his  harmony,  one  difeovers  at  the 
fame  time  ftudy  and  labour;  in  his 
laft  works,  all  is  facility  and  grace. 
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and  appear  the  effefl  of  the  hidden 
and  infenftble  force  of  nature.  His 
dare  obfcure  has  more  vigour,  and 
the  effed  of  refledive  light,  and  his 
perfpedive  fky,  bear  an  allufion 
which  one  does  not  find  in  anv 
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other  painter. 

u  In  that  ftyle  he  painted  at 
Madrid  the  grand  faloon  where  the 
king  dines  ;  and  this  work  alone  is 
fufficient  to  eftablifti  him  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  one  of  the  firft  painters. 
Upon  the  dining  table  of  his  ma- 
jefty,  he  painted  the  Apotheofis  of 
Trajan,  a  Spanifh  prince,  and  the 
beft  that  ever  occupied  the  throne 
of  the  Caefars,  and  the  model  of 
‘hat  Trajan  who  now  reigns  in 
Spain. 

44  In  front  is  the  temple  of  Glory, 
:o  which  all  the  Virtues  lead,  who 
mite  in  the  compofition  :  but  this 
oainting,  and  all  the  others  which 
Mengs  left  in  Spain,  I  fhall  mention 
n  the  account  which  I  fhall  give 
>f  them  apart* 

44  In  the  private  theatre  of  the 
)rinces  at  Aranjuez,  he  painted  the 
:eiling,  in  the  middle  of  which 
rime  irritated  feizes  on  Pleafure, 
rom  whofe  head  drops  a  garland  of 
lowers.  This  fancy  is  one  of  the 
noft  graceful  ever  produced  by 
Mengs.  In  the  exprefliom  one  be- 
lolds,  the  abufe  of  Time,  and  the 
irecept  to  profit  onefelf  of  it.  The 
eft  of  the  ceiling  is  filled  up  by 
afiatides,  in  clare  obfcure,  which 
‘•'ill  ever  be  a  monument  and  fchooi 
•f  defign  of  that  great  man. 

“  It  feems  impofiible  that  in  lit- 
le  more  than  two  years  from  the 
ime  Mengs  was  returned  to  Ma- 
rid,  he  could  have  painted  fo  many 
hings.  This  furprife,  however, 
eafes,  when  we  confider  the  appli- 
ation  and  inceffant  labour  of  that 
ran,  whofe  whole  pleafure,  during 
‘fe,  was  painting  and  ftudy ;  from 
■’hich  attention  nothing  could  ever 
ivert  his  mind. 
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u  But  this  fatigue  injured  his 
health,  and  moved  the  king  to  con- 
defcend  to  his  defire  of  once  more 
returning  to  Rome,  the  centre  of 
his  delight.  His  majefty  treated 
him  with  that  generofity  which  is 
peculiar  to  him;  leaving  him  at 
full  liberty  with  the  pay  of  three 
thoufand  fcudi,  and  one  thoufand 
more  to  divide  in  dowers  among'  his 
daughters. 

44  We  again  behold  Mengs  in 
Rome,  furfminded  by  his  family, 
and  with  a  reputation  eftablifhed 
th  rough  out  the  world,  and  with  a 
fortune  fufficient  to  relieve  him 
from  the  neceflkv  of  fearching  a 
fubfiftence  by  his  labours.  It  ap¬ 
pears,  then,  that  he  ougnt  to.  have 
been  the  mod  happy,  and  tranquil 
man  in  the  imiverfe:  he  was,  nofc- 
withft-anding,  entirely  the  contrary. 
In  a  ftiort  time  he  loft  Piis  wife, 
whom  he  adored  as  an  example  of 
virtue  and  affection.  From  that 
time  be  became  entirely  changed 
both  in  manner  and  in  difpofition, 
being  one  continual  fcourge  tohim- 
felfi  and  fhofe  around  him.  Kis  , 
former  complaints  relapfed  and  in- 
creafed.  The  impreffion  of  the 
cold,  which  in  the  nights  of  that 
winter  was  exceftive,  made  him 
give  into  the  other  extreme,  by  liv¬ 
ing  and  painting  in  rooms  fliut  up 
from  every  circulation  of  air,  and 
heated  by  lfoves  and  immenfe  fires. 
This  exceftive  heat  rarified  and 
dried  the  air  more  than  was  proper 
for  natural  perforation.  His  lungs, 
therefore,  loft  their  elafticity,  and 
received  the  prejudicial  emanation 
of  an  infinity  of  mineral  tin&ures 
united  with  the  ambient  heat. 

44  I  have  many  times  been  de» 
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prived  of  his  company  from  not 
being  able  to  raife  my  head  in  the 
peftilential  atmofphere  of  his  apart¬ 
ment.  When  he  painted  in  frefco 
it  was  even  worfe,  hecaufe  he  put 
his  fcaffold  in  a  pofture  forced 

againft 
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again  ft  the  ceiling,  by  which  he 
refpired  the  acrid  poifons  of  the  ce¬ 
ment  and  the  minerals  which  they 
life  in  that  kind  of  painting.  His 
lymph  or  fluids  thickened  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  no  longer  to  nourifh  his 
blood.  His  mufcles  and  veins  loft 
their  elafticity ;  he  almoft  entirely 
loft  his  voice ;  a  dry  cough  tor¬ 
mented  him,  and  his  appearance 
was  quite  that  of  a  life  lefts  corpfe. 
The  phyficians,  not  knowing  what 
other  term  to  give  his  complaint, 
pronounced  him  phthiftcal.” 

“  His  impatience,  joined  to  a 
moft  ardent  imagination,  made  him 
take  faith  in  a  mountebank,  a  com¬ 
patriot  of  his,  who  promifed  to  cure 
him  in  a  few  days.  Thus  fecretly, 
without  confulting  any  of  the  fa¬ 
culty,  or  of  his  family,  he  gave  him 
a  medicine  fo  violent  that  it  ex- 
haufted  entirely  the  little  ftrength 
which  remained  in  him,  and  occa- 
fioned  him  various  fits,  in  which  he 
was  left  for  dead.  Recovering, 
however,  from  this  attack,  though 
badly,  he  was  poftefted  with  a  reft- 
lefs  defire  of  changing  to  another 
houfe,  molefting  all  his  people  to 
make  all  enquiries,  and  to  fee  all 
the  houfes  that  were  to  be  let  in 
Rome.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that 
at  that  time  he  had  three  houfes, 
one  which  he  built,  and  two  which 
he  rented.  Nevertheiefs,  one  morn¬ 
ing  he  removed  fuddenly  to  a  lodg¬ 
ing  fituated  in  the  Strada  Condutti, 
carrying  with  him  the  burthenfome 
weight  of  all  his  evils,  corporeal 
and  mental ;  and  a  few  days  after 
he  was  again  removed  to  the  Say  ad  a 
Gregoriana ,  ftill  continuing  his  clan- 
deftine  correfpondence  with  the 
empiric,  who  had  induced  him  to 
take  certain  balfams  which  a  nun 
of  Narni  had  diftributed  with  much 
fame  and  miracle.  In  compliment 
to  that  work  he  mixed  with  it  (as 
was  afterwards  difcovered)  a  good 


dofe  of  diaphoretic  antimony^ 
which  in  a  little  time  deftroyed  that 
machine,  already  half  ruined.  In 
that  manner  a  charlatan,  and  an 
unfortunate  fuperftition,  combined 
to  deprive  the  world  of  a  maili 
worthy  of  much  longer  life ;  for  at 
this  time  he  had  attained  only  fifty- 
one  years  and  three  months. 

“  His  corpfe  was  interred  at  the 
foot  of  the  janiculum,  in  the  parifh 
of  Saint  Michael,  and  at  the  obfe- 
quies  attended  the  profeftbrs  of  the 
academy  of  faint  Lucas.  fftis  ftatue 
of  bronze,  which  had  been  mo¬ 
delled  under  his  direction,  was  af¬ 
terwards  collocated  in  the  pantheon, 
by  the  fide  of  that  of  Raphael,  un¬ 
der  which  was  written  the  follow* 
ing  irifcription : 

ANT.  RAPHAELI  MENGS. 

JPlCTORI,  PHILCSOPHO. 

IOS.  Nic.  De.  Azara.  Amico 
Suo.  P. 

1 779* 

Vixit  Ann.  51.  Menses  3. Dies  17, 

((  The  paintings  and  writings  of 
Mengs  infure  him  a  feat  in  the 
temple  of  Immortality,  and  his 
goodnefs  and  bounty  will  engrave 
on  the  bofoms  oft  his  friends  an 
everlafting  teftimony  to  his  me¬ 
mory. 

“  The  life  and  ftudies  of  this 
great  man  ought  to  ferve  as  a  fti* 
rnulus  to  every  one  who  would 
with  to  apply  to,  and  perfect  them- 
felves  in,  the  noble  arts.  His  father 
directed  him  fufficiently  well  in  his 
infancy,  by  accuftoming  his  eye  to 
exadhiefs ;  but  I  have  heard  him 
many  times  lament  having  occupied 
fo  much  time  in  drawing  from 
prints,  which,  however  good  they 
may  be  of  their  kind,  always  lofe  by 
the  incifion  part  of  the  excellence 
of  their  originals;  their  contours 
are  always  overcharged,  and  art 


L*f£  and  Character  of  Anthony  Raphael  Mengs.  (51] 


jp/idefromthat  limplicity  which  cha¬ 
racterizes  true  beauty. 

**  The  method  to  give  a  fcrupu- 
lous  reafon  for  every  thing  is  ne- 
ceffary  ;  but  it  ought,  notwith- 
handing,  to  be  ufed  withdifcretion, 
otherwile  it  accuftoms  youth  to 
obferve  too  much  the  minutenefs 
of  every  little  part,  and  not  to  at¬ 
tend  fufficiently  to  the  grandeur  of 
the  whole.  He  likewife  lamented 
much,  that  his  father  had  accus¬ 
tomed  him  to  paint  in  enamel,  and 
in  miniature ;  as  it  afterwards  coll 
him  great  trouble  to  correct  the  dry 
and  minute  tafte  of  that  fpecies  of 
painting.  The  truth  is,  that  Mengs 
knew  latterly  how  to  liberate  him- 
felf  Entirely  from  that  defedt  which 
he  has  plainly  Ihewn  in  thofe  mi¬ 
niatures  which  he  painted  by  way 
t>f  complaifarice.  1  do  not  know, 
however,  that  he  finiflied  more  than 
four,  three  of  the  which  are  in  my 
pofleffion* 

44  His  veneration  for  antiquity 
was  great,  without  being  fanatical. 
Where  he  found  defeats,  he  always 
acknowledged  them.  To  point  out 
the  errors,  or  beauty  of  a  work,  is 
this  difference ;  for  the  one,  it  is 
necefiary  that  the  eye  fhould  be  en¬ 
dowed  with  the  iiluflration  of  rea¬ 
fon,  and  accompanied  by  that  fine 
fenfibility  which  is  not  common  to 
all  men.  Envy  and  Malignity,  in 
order  to  abafe  the  works  of  others, 
and  to  elevate  themfelves  by  their 
ruin,  look  with  piercing  eyes  after 
their  defeats;  but  he  who  manifefls 
only  the  errors,  and  is  filent  on  the 
beauties  of  a  work,  is  either  igno¬ 
rant  or  invidious,  or  perhaps  both 
the  one  and  the  other. 

44  None  like  Mengs  ever  under- 
Hood  and  manifefied  the  perfections 
of  the  ancient  Hatues.  How  many 
times  has  he  contemplated  with  me 
the  beauties  of  the  fublimeLaocoon, 
till  he  was  fired  with  enthufiafm  at 


its  excellence,  and  on  one  occafion 
obferved  to  me  that  the  right  tibia 
of  one  of  his  children  was  much 
fhorter  than  the  other. 

44  On  account  of  having  given 
to  the  king,  for  his  academy,  all 
the  chalk  figures  of  his  cohesion 
of  Hatues,  (a  colledfion  which  had 
coft  him  a  fum  fuperior  to  his  fi¬ 
nances,)  he  thought  of  writing  a 
treatife  on  the  manner  of  viewing 
antiquities,  and  of  difeovering  their 
beauties ;  but  he  feared,  that  there 
might  be  found  in  Europe,  perfons, 
who  from  fome  defedf,  would  take 
umbrage,  and  declaim  again  ft  the 
real  merit  of  thefe  works.  Death 
has  therefore  deprived  the  world  of 
this  publication,  which  I  am  fure 
would  have  been  a  model  of  faga- 
city  and  wifeiom.  It  was  him  alonte 
who  was  capable  of  difeovering  and 
demonftrating,  as  he  did  in  a  letter 
to  monfignor  Fabroni,  that  the 
group  of  Niobe  was  only  an  infe¬ 
rior  copy  of  the  famouf  original 
mentioned  by  Piinv.  His  intelli- 
gence  in  antiquities  is  clear  from 
the  following  circumftance :  I  ortb 
day  found  in  a  cave  in  the  villa  of 
Pifoni  at  Tivoli,  a  head  much  bat¬ 
tered  and  ill  treated,  fo  as  one 
would  fuppofe  to  be  unintelligible, 
yet,  as  foon  as  he  faw  it,  he  laid  it 
was  a  fculpture  of  the  time  of 
Alexander  the  Great :  a  few  days 
after  was  found  the  remainder  of 
the  inscription,  which  proved  it  to 
be  the  head  of  the  fame  Alexander. 

44  La  lily,  it  is  worthy  to  know, 
that  all  the  technical  parts  in  the 
hiltory  of  the  arts,  by  Winkelmau, 
are  of  his  friend  Mengs;  which  is 
fufficient  to  give  an  idea,  how  much 
he  had  ftudied  the  works  of  the 
ancients.” 

44  The  franknefs  of  his  manner 
was  certainly  lingular.;  and  it  is 
well  known  that  his  enthuhafm  for 
the-  arts  extinguilhed  in  him  every 
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Other  pafiion.  His  veracity,  and 
the  horror  he  bore  towards  every 
fpecies  of  fafehood,  was  ever  vifibie 
in  all  his  actions  ;  tor  proof  of 
which  I  fhall  give  only  one  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  many  which  I  could 
adduce. 

44  On  entering  France  by  Pont 
Vauvoifin,  the  lalt  time  he  went  to 
Spain,  the  officers  of  the  cuftom- 
houfe  faw  that  he  had  fome  gold 
boxes  ornamented  with  brilliants, 
which  were  given  him  by  different 
princes.  They  alked  him  if  he 
carried  them  for  fale,  or  for  his 
own  ufe.  He  replied,  that  he  was 
not  a  merchant,  and  that  he  did  not 
take  fnuff;  with  which  they  were 
not  contented,  and  infilled  that  he 
would  reply  to  the  fecond  part  of 
their  demand,  if  they  were  for  his 
own  ufe,  in  order  that  he  might  be 
at  liberty  to  take  them  :  but  they 
were  not  able  to  draw  from  him  a 
word  of  untruth,  that  is  to  fay,  that 
he  had  ever  taken  fnuff  ;  for  which 
reafon  they  were  obliged,  againft 
their  will,  to  feize  the  boxes  as  ven¬ 
dible  goods,  which  he  fuff'ered,  nor 
ever  would  have  taken  the  trouble 
to  recover  them,  if  the  marquis  de 
Llano  and  myfelf  had  not  repre¬ 
sented  the  affair  at  Paris. 

44  I  remember  another  trait  of 


him,  which  is  too  chara<fterifti<5  fts 
be  omitted.  The  king  of  Poland 
requeffed  of  him  an  allegorical 
painting,  and  when  the  eommilfton 
was  given  him  by  his  minifter,  then 
fefident  in  Rome,  Mengs  replied, 
4  that  with  the  greateft  pleafure  he 
4  would  grant  the  requeft  which  his 
4  majefty  had  honoured  him  with, 
4  but  having  already  various  com* 
4  millions  from  other  fovereigns, 
4  reafon  dilated  that  he  Ihould 
4  accomplifh  thofe  firft,  according 
4  to  the  orders  which  he  had  re* 
4  ceived ;  and  befides,  that  he  had 
4  given  his  word  to  fome  friends,  to 
4  fmilli  them  fome  paintings,  aftd 
4  thofe  ought  to  be  the  firft,  becaufe 
4  he  preferred  friendlliip  to  all  the 
4  honours  and  dignities  of  this 
4  world/ 

44  He  was  a  moft  faithful  hufband. 
and  tender  father  to  his  children,  tc 
whom  he  gave  a  rigid  and  excellent 
education.  Neverthelefs,  he  has 
much  injured  his  family  by  his 
want  of  economy,  and  careleffneft 
of  money.  One  might  reckon, 
that  in  his  laft  eighteen  years  he  re¬ 
ceived  more  than  one  hundred  and 
eighty  thoufand  fcudi,  and  fcarce 
left  enough  at  his  death  to  pay  the 
expences  of  his  funeral.” 


Portrait  of  the  Marquis  Azo  the  Second,  from  whom  the  Kings 
of  Great  Britain  are  lineally  defcended. 

[From  the  fecond  Volume  of  the  Miscellaneous  Works  of  Edward 

Gibbon,  Efq.] 

“  T^HF  name  and  character  of  3.  His  long  life.  4.  His  marriages. 

the  marquis,  Albert-Azo  5.  His  rank  of  nobility  in  the  pub- 
the  Second,,  fliine  confpicuous  lie  opinion^  The  glory  of  his  de- 
through  the  gloom  of  the  eleventh  feendants  is  reflected  on  the  foun- 
centurv.  The  moft  remarkable  fea-  der;  and  Azo  II.  claims  our  at- 
tures  in  the  portrait  are,  1.  His  tention  as  the  ftem  of  the  two  great 
Ligurian  marquifate.  2.  His  riches,  'branches  of  the  pedigree;  as  tfie 
'  '  common 


PdRTRAit  of  the  MARdtrts  Azo  the  Second*  [33] 

Konimoti  father  of  the  Italian  and  this  hereditary  office  was  veiled  in' 
German  princes  of  the  kindred  lines’  the  anceftors  of  the  houfe  of  Elle. 
6f  Efte  and  Brunfwick.  Some  of  the  prerogatives  which' 

“  1.  The  fair  conjecture  that  the  they  aftumed  are  expreffive  of  the 
two  Otberts,  the  father  and  fon,  rigour  of  the  feudaf  fyitem  :  they 
Cdmmanded  at  Milan  and  Genoa  were  the  heirs  of  all  who  died  child- 
with  the  title  and  office  of  marquis,  lefs  and  inteftate,  and  a  fine  was 
acquires  a  new  degree  of  probabi-  paid  on  the  birth  of  each  infant 
1‘ity  for  Azo  I.  and  afcends  to  the  who  defeated  their  claim;  their 
level  of  hiftofic  truth  in  the  perfon  officers  levied  a  tax  on  the  markets, 
of  Azo  II.  Before  the  middle  of  and  their  minute  inquifition  exadfed 
the  eleventh  century  the  ruins  of  the  fir  ft  loaf  of  bread  from  each 
Genoa  had  been  reftored ;  its  a&ive  oven,  and  the  firft  log  of  wood  from 
inhabitants  excelled  in  the  arts  of  every  cart  load  that  entered  the 
navigation  and  trade:  their  arms  gates.  Yet  an  old  hiftorian,  more 
had  been  felt  on  the  African  coaft,  forcibly  affefted  with  the  calamities 
and  their  credit  was  eftablifhed  in  of  his  own  davs,  deplores  the  long 
the  ports  of  Egypt  and  Greece,  loft  felicity  of  their  golden  a?e. 
Their  riches  increafed  with  their  which  had  been  equally  praifed  by 
fnd'uftYy,  and  their  liberty  with  the  bleffings  of  the  feeble,  and  the 
their  riches.  Yet  they  continued  curfes  of  the  ftrong.  They  drew 
to  obey,  or  at  leaft  to  revere,  the  their  fwords  for  the Service  of  the 
majefty  of  the  emperoi s.  In  an  prince  and  people,  but  their  reipri 
as  it  ftiould  feem  of  the  year  was  diftinguifhed  by  lon^  intervals 
brie  thou  fa  nd  and  forty-eight,  the  of  profperity  and  peace.  °The  difi- 
niarquis  Albert-Azo  prefides  at  tant  poffiefiions  and  various  avo- 
Genoa  in  a  court  of  juftice,  and  his  cations  of  the  duke  or  marquis 
afteftors,  the  magiftrates  of  the  city,  often  diverted  him  from  the  exer- 
are  proud  to  ftyle  themfelves  the  cife  of  this  municipal  truft:  his 
bonfuis  and  judges  of  the  facred  powers  were  devolved  on  the  vif- 
palace.  The  royal  dignity  of  Pa-  counts  and  captains  of  Milan*  thefe 
Via  was  gradually  eclipfed  by  the  fubordiriate  tyrants  formed  an  al- 
weaith  arid  populoufnefs  of  Milan,  liance,  or  rather  confpiracy,  with 
the  fir  ft  of  the  Italian  cities  that  the  •ualvajjbrs ,  or  nobles  of  the  firft 
dared  to  ereft  the  ftandard  of  inde-  clafs ;  and  the  people  were  affli’dtecT 
pendance.  The  government  of  by  the  difeord  or ‘the  union  of  a 
Milan  was  divided  between  the  two  law  lefs  oligarchy.  A  private  infulc 
reprefentatives  of  St.  Ambrofe  and  exafperated  the  patience  of  the  ple- 
cfCaffiar*  The  veneration  of  the  beians :  they  rofe  in  arms,  and 
nock  for  the  fhepherd  was  fortified  their  numbers  and  fury  prevailed 
by  the  temporal  ftate  and  privileges  in  the  bloody  conteft.  The  cap- 
of  the  archbiftiop,  and  his  annual  tains  and  nobles  retired ;  but  they 
revenue  of  fourfeore  thoufand  retired  with  a  fpirit  of  revenge"; 
pieces  of  gold,  fupplied  an  ample  collected  their  vaftals  and  peafantJ 
hind  for  benevolence  or  luxury,  of  the  adjacent  country  ;  encom- 
The  civil  and  military  powers  were  patted  the  city  with  a  circumvalla- 
exercifed-  by  the  duke  or  marquis  tion  of  fix  fartrefies,  and  in  a  ftege 
of  Milan  (for  thefe  titles  were  pro-  or  blockade  of  three  years  reduced 
ttufcuoufly  ufed),  and  the  voice  of  the  inhabitants-  to  the  laft  extremes 
tradition  is  clear  and  pofitive  that  of  famine  and  diftrefs.  By  the  in* 

C  terp^fitiou 
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terpofition  of  the  emperor  and  the 
archbilhop  the  peace  of  Milan  was 
reftored:  the  fadions  were  recon¬ 
ciled:  they  wifely  refufed  a  gar- 
rifon  of  four  thoufand  Germans; 
but  they  acquiefced  in  the  civil  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  empire.  The 
marquis  again  afcended  his  tribu¬ 
nal,  and  that  marquis  is  Albert- 
Azo  the  fecond.  A  judicial  a<ft  of 
the  year  one  thoufand  and  forty- 
five  attefts  his  title  and  jurifdi&ion ; 
and  as  the  reprefentative  of  the 
emperor,  he  impofes  a  fine  of  a 
thoufand  pieces  of  gold.  The  pro¬ 
gress  of  Italian  liberty  reduced  his 
office  to  the  empty  name  of  mar¬ 
quis  of  Liguria,  and  fuch  he  is 
ftyled  by  the  hiftorians  of  the  age. 
In  the  next  century,  his  grandfon, 
Obizo  I.  is  inverted  by  the  empe¬ 
ror  Frederic  I.  with  the  honours  of 
marquis  of  Milan  and  Genoa,  as 
his  grandfather  Azo  held  them  of 
the  empire ;  but  this  fplendid  grant 
commemorates  the  dignity,  with¬ 
out  reviving  the  power,  of  the 
houfe  cf  Efte. 

«  2.  Like  one  of  his  Tufcan  an- 
teftors,  Azo  the  fecond  was  diftin- 
guirtied  among  the  princes  of  Italy 
by  the  epithet  of  the  Rich .  The 
particulars  of  his  rent-roll  cannot 
row  be  afcertained  :  an  occalional, 
though  authentic  deed  of  inverti- 
ture,  enumerates  eighty-three  fiefs 
or  manors  which  he  held  of  the 
empire  in  Lombardy  and  Tufcany, 
from  the  marquifate  of  Efte  to  the 
county  of  Luni :  but  to  thefe  pof- 
feffioos  muft  be  added  the  lands 
which  he  enjoyed  as  the  vaffial  of 
the  church,  the  ancient  patrimony 
of  Otbert  (the  Terra  Obertenga)  in 
the  counties  of  Arezzo,  Pifa,  and 
Lucca,  and  the  marriage  portion  of 
his  firft  wife,  which,  according  to 
the  various  readings  of  the  Itiantl- 
feripts,  may  be  computed  either  at 
twenty,  or  at  two  hundred  thoufand 


Englifh  acres.  If  fuch  a  mafs  of 
landed  property  were  now  accu¬ 
mulated  on  the  head  of  an  Italian 
nobleman,  the  annual  revenue 
might  fatisfy  the  larged  demands  of 
private  luxury  or  avarice,  and  the 
fortunate  owner  would  be  rich  in 
the  improvement  of  agriculture,  the 
manufactures  of  induftry,  the  refine¬ 
ment  of  tafte,  and  the  extent  of 
commerce.  But  the  barbarifm  of 
the  eleventh  century  diminifhed  the 
income,  and  aggravated  the  ex¬ 
pence,  of  the  marquis  of  Efte.  In 
a  long  feries  of  war  and  anarchy, 
man  and-  the  works  of  man  had 
been  fwept  away ;  and  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  each  ferocious  and  idle 
ftranger  had  been  over-balanced  by 
the  lofs  of  five  or  fix  perhaps  of  the 
peaceful  induftrious  natives.  The 
mifehievous  growth  of  vegetation, 
the  frequent  inundations  of  the 
rivers,  were  no  longer  checked  by 
the  vigilance  of  labour ;  the  face  of 
the  country  was  again  covered  with 
forefts  and  morafies ;  of  the  vaft 
domains  which  acknowledged  Azo 
for  their  lord,  the  far  greater  part 
was  abandoned  to  the  wild  beafts 
of  the  field,  and  a  much  fmaller 
portion  was  reduced  to  the  date  of 
conftant  and  productive  huffiandry. 
An  adequate  rent  may  be  obtained 
from  the  (kill  and  fubftance  of  a 
free  tenant,  who  fertilizes  a  grate¬ 
ful  foil,  and  enjoys  the  fecurity  and 
benefit  of  a  long  leafe.  But  faint 
is  the  hope,  and  fcanty  is  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  thofe  harvefts,  which  are 
raifed  by  the  reluCtant  toil  of  pea- 
fants  and  flaves,  condemned  to  a 
bare  fubfiftence,  and  carHefs  of  the 
interefts  of  a  rapacious  mafter.  If 
his  granaries  are  full,  his  purfe  is 
empty ;  and  the  want  of  cities  or 
commerce,  the  difficulty  of  finding 
or  reaching  a  market,  obliges  him 
to  confume  on  the  fpot  a  part  of 
his  ufelefs  flock,  which  cannot  be 
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Exchanged  for  merchandize  or  mo¬ 
ney.  The  member  of  a  well-regu¬ 
lated  fociety  is  defended  from  pri¬ 
vate  .wrongs  by  the  laws,  and  from 
public  injuries  by  the  arms  of  the 
ftate ;  and  the  tax  which  he  pays  is 
a  juft  equivalent  for  the  prote&ion 
which  he  receives.  But  the  guard 
of  his  life,  his  honour,  and  his  for¬ 
tune,  was  abandoned  to  the  private 
fword  of  a  feudal  chief ;  and  if  his 
own  temper  had  been  inclined  to 
moderation  and  patience,  the  pub¬ 
lic  contempt  would  have  roufed 
him  to  deeds  of  violence  and  re¬ 
venge.  The  entertainment  of  his 
vafials  and  foldiers,  their  pay  and 
rewards,  their  arms  and  horfes, 
furpafied  the  meafure  of  the  molt 
Opprellive  tribute,  and  the  de~ 
ftru&ion  which  he  infti&ed  on  his 
neighbours  was  often  retaliated  on 
his  own  lands.  The  coftly  ele¬ 
gance  of  palaces  and  gardens  was 
fuperfeded  by  the  laborious  and 
expensive  conftrudtion  of  ftrong 
caftles,  on  the  fummits  of  the  moil 
inacceflible  rocks  ;  and  fome  of 
thefe,  like  the  fortrefs  of  Canofta  in 
the  Appenine,  were  built  and  pro¬ 
vided  to  fuftain  a  three  years  fiege 
againft  a  royal  army.  But  his  de¬ 
fence  in  this  world  was  lefs  bur- 
thenfome  to  a  wealthy  lord  than  his 
falvation  in  the  next :  the  demands 
of  his  chapel,  his  priefts,  his  alms, 
his  offerings,  his  pilgrimages,  were 
inceflantly  renewed ;  themonaftery 
chofen  for  his  fepulchre  was  en¬ 
dowed  with  his  faireft  pofleffions, 
and  the  naked  heir  might  often 
complain,  that  his  father’s  fins  had 
been  redeemed  at  too  high  a  price* 
The  marquis  Azo  was  not  exempt 
from  the  contagion  of  the  times : 
his  devotion  was  amufed  and  in¬ 
flamed  by  the  frequent  miracles 
which  were  performed  in  his  pre- 
fence  ;  and  the  monks  of  Vanga- 
dizza,  who  yielded  to  his  requeft 


the  arm  of  a  dead  faint,  were  ig¬ 
norant  of  the  value  of  that  inefti- 
mable  jewel.  After  fatisfying  the 
demands  of  war  and  fuperftition, 
he  might  appropriate  the  reft  of  his 
revenue  to  ufe  and  pleafure.  But 
the  Italians  of  the  eleventh  cen¬ 
tury  were  imperfe&ly  (killed  in  the 
liberal  and  mechanic  arts :  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  foreign  luxury  were  fur- 
nifiied  at  an  exorbitant  price  by  the 
merchants  of  Pifa  and  Venice  ;  and 
the  fuperfluous  wealth,  which  could 
not  purchafe  the  real  comfort  of 
life,  was  idly  wafted  on  fome  rare 
oc.cafions  of  vanity  and  pomp* 
Such  were  the  nuptials  of  Boniface* 
duke  or  marquis  of  Tufcany,  whofe 
family  was  long  afterwards  united 
with  that  of  Azo,  by  the  marriage 
of  their  children.  Thefe  nuptials 
were  celebrated  on  the  banks  of  the 
Mincius,  which  the  fancy  of  Vir¬ 
gil  has  decorated  with  a  more  beau¬ 
tiful  pi&ure.  The  princes  and 
people  of  Italy  were  invited  to  the 
feaft,  which  continued  three 
months :  the  fertile  meadows,  which 
are  interfered  by  the  flow  and 
winding  courfe  of  the  river,  were 
covered  with  innumerable  tents* 
and  the  bridegroom  difplayed  and 
diverfified  the  fcenes  of  his  proud 
and  taftelefs  magnificence.  All  the 
utenfils  of  fervice  were  of  filver* 
and  his  horfes  were  fhod  with, 
plates  of  the  fame  metal,  loofely 
nailed,  and  carelefsly  dropped,  to 
indicate  his  contempt  of  riches,. 
An  image  of  plenty  and  profufion. 
was  exprefted  in  the  banquet :  the 
molt  delicious  wines  v^ere  drawn  in 
buckets  from  the  well  j  and  the 
fpices  of  the  eaft  were  ground  in 
water-mills  like  common  flour. 
The  dramatic  and  mufical  arts 
were  in  the  rudeft  ftate ;  but  the 
marquis  had  fummoned  the  mod 
popular  fingers,  harpers,  and  buf¬ 
foons,  to  exercife  their 'talents  on 
C  z  this 
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this  fplendid  theatre.  Their  exhi¬ 
bitions  Were  applauded,  and  they 
applauded  the  liberality  of  their 
patron.  After  this  feftival,  I  might 
remark  a  lingular  gift  of  the  fame 
Boniface  to  the  emperor  Henry  III. 
a  chariot  and  oxen  of  folid  lilver, 
Which  were  defigned  only  as  a  ve¬ 
hicle  for  a  hoglhead  of  vinegar. 
If  fuch  an  example  fhould  Teem, 
above  the  imitation  of  Aao  him- 
felf,  the  marquis  of  Efte  was  at 
leaft  fuperior  in  wealth  and  dignity 
to  the  vafials  of  his  compeer.  One 
of  fhefe  valfals,  the  vifcount  of 
Mantua,  prefented  the  German  mo¬ 
narch  with  one  hundred  falcons, 
and  one  hundred  bay  horfes,  a 
grateful  contribution  to  the  plea¬ 
sures  of  a  royal  fportfman.  In 
that  age,  the  proud  diftin&ion  be¬ 
tween  the  nobles  and  princes  of 
Italy  was  guarded  with  jealous 
ceremony  :  the  vifcount  of  Man¬ 
tua  had  never,  been,  feated  at  the 
table  of  his  immediate  lord:  he 
yielded  to  the  invitation  of  the  em¬ 
peror;-  and  a  (lag’s  fkin,  filled  with 
pieces  of  gold,  was  graciouftv  ac¬ 
cepted  by  the  marquis  of  Tnfcany 
as  the  fine  of  his  prefumption. 

“  The  temporal  felicity  of 
Azo'  was  crowned  by  tb'e  long  pof- 
felfion  of  honburs  and  riches :  he 
died  in  the  year  one  thousand  and 
ninety-feven,  aged  upwards  of  an 
hundred  vesrs ;  and  the  term  of  his 
mortal  exiftence  war  almoft:  corn- 
menfurate  with  the  lapfe  of  the 
eleventh  century.  The  £hara&er, 
as  well  as  the  .fit  11  at! Oh  of  the  mar¬ 
quis  of  Efte,  rendered  him  an  a£tor 
in  the  revolutions  of  that  memo¬ 
rable  period  :  but  time  has  call:  a 
veil  over  the  virtues-  and  vices'  of 
the  man,'  and  I  muff  be  content  to 
mark  fome  of  the  aeras,'  the  ffiile- 
flones  of  his  life,- which  meafure  the' 
extent  and  intervals  of  the  vacant 
way.  Albert-Azo’  the  fecund  was 


no  more  than  feventeen  when 
firft  drew  the  fword  of  rebellion  or 
patriotifin,  when  he  was  involved 
with  his  grand-father,  his  father, 
and  his  three  uncles,  in  a  common 
profcription.  In  the  vigour  of 
manhood,  about  his  fiftieth  year, 
the  Ligurian  marquis  governed  the 
Cities  of  Milan  and  Genoa,  as  the 
minifter  of  imperial  authority.  H«b 
was  upwards  of  feventy  when  he 
palfed  the  Alps  to  vindicate  the 
inheritance  of  Maine  for  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  his  fecond  marriage.  He 
became  the  friend  and  fervant  of 
Gregory  VII.,  and  in  one  of  his 
epiftles,  that  ambitious  pontiff  re¬ 
commends  the  marquis  Azo  as  the 
moil  faithful  and  bell  beloved  of 
the  Italian  princes ;  as  the  proper 
channel  through  which  a  king  of 
Hungary  might  convey  his  petitions 
to  the  apoftolic  throne.  In  the 
mighty  conteft  between  the  crown 
and  the  mitre,  the  marquis  Azo  and 
the  countefs  Matilda  led  the  powers 
of  Italy,  and  when  the  ftandard  of 
St.  Peter  was  difplayed,  neither  the 
age  of ’the  one,  nor  the  fex  of  the 
other,  could  deta'i rptbem  from  the 
field.  With  thefe  two  affeflionate 
clients  the  pope  maintained  hi:i 
ftation  in  the  fartrefs  of  Ganofla, 
while  the  emperor,  barefoot  on  the 
frozen  ground*  failed  and  prayed 
three  days  at  the  foot  of  the  rock  r 
they  were  wftnefies  to  the  abject 
ceremony  of  the  penance  and  par¬ 
don  of  Henry  IV.  f  and  in  the 
triumph  of  the  church,  a‘  patriot 
might  forefee  the  deliverance  of 
Italy  from  the  German"  yoke.  At 
the  time  of  this  event  the  marquis 
of  Efte  was  above  fcurfcore ;  but 
in  the  twenty  following  years  he 
was  ftili  alive  and  active  arnidft  the 
revolutions  of  jSteac  e  and  war.  The 
Jaft  axft  which  he  fiVbfcribed  is  da¬ 
ted  above  a- century  after  his  birth  > 
and  in  that  a£fc  the  venerable  chief 
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poflefFes  the  command  of  his  facul¬ 
ties,  his  family,  <\nd  his  fortune. 
In  this  rare  prerogative  of  longevity 
Albert-Azo  II.  Hands  alone ;  nor 
can  I  recoiled  in  the  authentic 
annals  of  mortality  a  fingle  example 
of  a  king  or  prince,  of  a  flatefman 
©r  general,  of  a  philofopher  or 
poet,,  whole  life  has  been  extended 
beyond  the  period  of  an  hundred 
years.  Norfhould  this  observation, 
which  is  juHified  by  univerfal  ex¬ 
perience,  be  thought  either  flrange 
or  furprifing,  It  has  been  found, 
that  of  twenty-four  thoufand  new¬ 
born  infants,  feven  only  will  fur- 
vive  to  attain  that  diftant  term ; 
£nd  much  fmaller  is  the  proportion 
of  thofe  who  will  be  raifed  by  for¬ 
tune  or  genius,  to  govern,  or  alllidl, 
or  enlighten,  their  age  or  country. 
The  chance  that  the  fame  indivi¬ 
dual  Should  draw  the  two  great 
prizes  in  the  lottery  of  life,  will  not 
elfily  b,e  defined  by  the  powers  of 
calculation.  Three  approximations, 
which  will  not  haflily  be  matched, 
have  diflinguifhed  the  prefent  cen¬ 
tury,  Aurungzeb,  Cardinal  Fleury, 
and  Fontenelle.  Had  a  fortnight 
more  been  given  to  the  philofopher, 
Jhe  might  have  celebrated  his  fecular 
feHival ;  but  the  lives  and  labours 
of  the  Mogul  king  and  the  French 
miniHer  were  terminated  before 
they  had  accompliflied  their  nine¬ 
tieth  year.  A  ftrong  conftitution 
may  be  the  gift  of  nature ;  but  the 
few  who  furvive  their  contempo¬ 
raries  muH  have  been  fuperior  to 
!the  paffions  and  appetites  which 
urge  the  fpeedy  decay  and  difiblu- 
tion  of  the  mind  and  body.  The 
marquis  of  EHe  may  be  prefumed, 
from  his  riches  and  longevity,  to 
have  underftood  the  economy  of 
health  and  fortune. 

M  4,  I  remember  a  Perfian  tale 
of  three  old  men,  who  were  fuc- 
ceflively  queftioned  by  a  traveller 


as  he  met  them  on  the  road.  The 
youngeft  brother,  under  the  load  of 
a  wife  and  a  numerous  family,  was 
finking  into  the  grave  before  his 
time.  The  Second,  though  much 
older,  was  far  lefs  infirm  and  de- 
crepid  :  he  had  been  left  a  widower 
and  without  children.  But  the  laft 
and  eideft  of  the  three  brothers  Hill 
preferved,  at  an  incredible  age,  the 
vigour  and  vivacity  of  the  autum¬ 
nal  feafon  :  he  had  always  pre¬ 
ferred  a  life  of  celibacy.  The  en¬ 
joyment  of  domehic  freedom  could 
not,  however,  contribute  to  the 
longevity  of  the  marquis  Azo  :  he 
married  three  wives;  he  educated 
three  Sons  ;  and  it  is  doubtful  whe¬ 
ther  change" or  prudence  dejay  ed 
his  firH  nuptials  till  he  had  at  leaf! 
accompliflied  the  fortieth  ye$ r  of 
his  age.  Thefe  nuptials  were  con- 
traded  with  Cuniza,  or  Cunegon- 
da,  a  German  maid,  y/hofe  ancef- 
tors,  by  their  nobility  and  ricl*sf 
were  diHmguifhed  among  the  Sua- 
bian  and  Bavarian  chiefs ;  whofe 
brother  was  inveHed  by  the  empe¬ 
ror  Henry  III.  with  the  clutchy  of 
Carinthia,  and  the  marquifate  of 
Verona,  on  the  confines  of  the 
Venetian  poffefiions  of  the  hpufe  of 
EHe.  The  marriage  of  Azo  and 
Cunegonda  was  productive  of  a 
fon,  who  received  at  his  baptifm 
the  name  of  Guelph,  to  revive  and 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  his  uncle, 
his  grandfather,  and  his  firH  pro¬ 
genitors,  on  the  maternal  fide.  | 
have  already  defined  the  ample 
domain  which  was  given  as  a  mar¬ 
riage-portion  to  the  daughter  of  the 
Guelphs  :  but  on  the  failure  of 
heirs  male,  her  fortunate  fon  inhe¬ 
rited  the  patrimonial  eflates  of  tne 
family,  obtained  the  dukedom  of^ 
Bavaria,  and  became  the  founder  of 
the  eldeH,  or  German  branch,  of 
the  houfe  of  EHe,  from  which  the 
dukes  of  Brunfwick,  the  ele&ors  of 
C  3  Hanover, 
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Hanover,  and  the  kings  of  Great 
Britain,  are  lineally  descended.  Af¬ 
ter  the  deceafe  of  Cunegonda,  who 
muft  have  departed  this  life  in  the 
flower  of  her  age,  the  marquis  of 
Efte  folicited  a  fecond  alliance  be¬ 
yond  the  Alps :  but  his  delicacy  no 
longer  infilled  on  the  choice  of  a 
virgin  ;  the  widower  was  con¬ 
tented  with  a  widow;  and  he  ex- 
cufed  the  ambitious  flain  which 
might  adhere  to  his  bride  by  a  di¬ 
vorce  from  her  firft  hufband.  Her 
name  was  Garfenda,  the  daughter, 
and  at  length  the  heirefs,  of  the 
counts  of  Main.  She  became  the 
mother  of  two  fons,  Hugo  and 
Fulk,  and  the  younger  of  thefe.is 
the  acknowledged  parent  of  the 
dukes  of  Ferrara  and  Modena. 
The  fame  liberal  fortune  which  had 
crowned  the  offspring  of  the  firft, 
feemed  to  attend  the  children  of 
tl*e  fecond  nuptials  of  the  marquis 
Azo  :  but  their  fortune  was  hollow 
and  fallacious,  and  after  the  lofs  of 
their  Gallic  inheritance,  the  fons  of 
Garfenda  reluctantly  acquiefced  in 
fome  fragments  of  their  Italian  pa¬ 
trimony.  Matilda,  the  third  wife 
of  Azo,  was  another  widow  of 
noble  birth,  fince  fhe  was  his  own 
coufin  in  the  fourth  degree ;  but 
this  confanguinuy  provoked  the 
ftern  and  impartial  juftice  of  Gre¬ 
gory  VII.  His  friend  was  fum- 
moned  to  appear  before  a  fynod  at 
Rome:  the  inflexible  prieft  pro¬ 
nounced  a  fentenee  of  divorce,  and 
.whatfdever  idea  may  be  formed  of 
the  marquis’s  vigour,  at  the  age  of 
ieventy-eight,  he  might  fubmit, 
without  much  effort,  to  the  canons 
of  the  church.  Befides  his  three 
ions,  Azo  had  a  daughter  named 
Adelais,  who  was  educated  in  the 
family  of  the  countefs  Matilda. 
But  the  damfel  is  only  mentioned  to 
atteft  the  miraculous  virtue  of  An- 
felm- biftiop  of  Lucca ;  fhe  was  re¬ 


lieved  In  the  night  from  a  violenf 
fit  of  the  cholic,  by  the  local  ap¬ 
plication  of  a  pillow,  on  which  the 
faint  had  formerly  repofed  his  head. 

“  5.  A  wealthy  marquis  of  the 
eleventh  century  mu  ft  have  com¬ 
manded  a  proud  hereditary  rank  in 
civil  fociety.  In  the  judgment  of 
the  pope,  the  emperor,  and  the 
public,  Albert-Azo  was  diftin- 
guiftied  among  the  princes,  and  the 
firft  princes,  of  the  kingdom  of 
Italy.  His  double  alliance  in  Ger¬ 
many  and  France  may  prove  how- 
much  he  was  known  and  efteemed 
among  foreign  nations;  and  he 
ftrengthened  his  political  impor¬ 
tance  by  a  domeftic  union  with  the 
conquerors  of  Apulia  and  Sicily. 
I  fliall  not  repeat  the  ftory  of 
the  Norman  adventurers,  nor  fliall 
I  again  delineate  the  character 
and  exploits  of  Robert  Guifcard, 
which,  to  the  readers  of  the  Hif- 
tory  of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of 
the  Roman  Empire,  are  fufficiently 
familiar.  But  as  duke  Robert  had 
four  daughters,  the  choice  of  his 
other  three  fons* in -law  may  ferve 
as  a  teft,  a  touchftone,  of  the  com¬ 
parative  weight  and  value  of  the 
houfe  of  Efte.  Michael,  emperor 
of  the  Greeks,  was  the  firft  name 
in  the  chriftian  world.  Raymond, 
count  of  Barcelona,  was  the  inde¬ 
pendent  fovereign  of  a  warlike 
people ;  and  the  meaneft  of  the 
three,  a  French  baron,  of  military 
renown,  was  the  coufin  of  the 
kings  of  France  and  Jerufalem,  the 
brother-in-law  of  the  king  of  Na¬ 
varre  and  Arragon,  *  Such  were 
three  of  the  fons,  by  alliance,  of 
the  Norman  conqueror,  who  had 
previou fly  rejected  a  propofal  for 
the  eldeft  fon  of  the  emperor  Henry 
IV.  :  the  marriage  of  a  fourth 
daughter  will  be  moil  accurately 
reprefented  in  the  words  of  the 
Apulian  poet ;  ‘  While  the  her® 
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4  an  addition  from  his  own  trea» 

4  fures  :  a  fleet  was  prepared,  and 
4  both  the  father  and  foil  were  tranf- 
4  ported  with  great  honour  to  their 
4  native  Ihores.’  This  evidence  of 
a  contemporary  poet,  or  rather 
hiftorian,  who  had  no  temptation, 
to  flatter  the  princes  of  Efte, 
would  alone  be  fufficient  t©  efta- 
blifh  the  nobility  and  fplendour  of 
their  family,  the  family  of  Brunf- 
.wick,  beyond  the  diftant  term  of 
feven  hundred  years.  If  the  mar¬ 
quis  Azo  were  the  firft  of  his  race 
whofe  name  and  memory  had  been 
preferved,  we  might  acquiefce  in 
our  ignorance,  with  a  juft  per- 
fuafion  of  the  dignity  and  power  of 
his  unknown  .anceftors.  Of  thefe 
illuftrious  anceftors,  the  zeal  and 
diligence  of  Leibnitz  and  Muratori 
have  difcovered  four  probable,  and 
four  certain  degrees.  After  the  ex¬ 
amination  of  their  proofs,  a  fcru- 
pulous  critic  may  fufpeft,  that  in 
deriving  the  marquifles  of  Efte  from 
thofe  of  Tufcany,  4  the  afcent  of 
4  reafon  has  been  aided  by  the 
4  wings  of  imagination  but  he 
muftconfefs,  that  fmee  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  tenth  century,  the  fe- 
ries  of  generations  flows  in  a  clear 
and  unbroken  Hream.’* 


Particulars  of  the  Earlier  Years  of  Mr.  Gibbon’s  Life,  and  of 
the  Course  of  Studies  which  laid  the  Foundation  of  his  fubfe- 
quent  Celebrity.  n 

[From  the  Firft  Volume  of  the  fame. Publication.] 
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u  y  Was  born  at  Putney,  in  the  orapeafant;  nor  can  I  reflect  with- 
X  county  of  Surry,  the  27th  out  pleafure  on  the  bounty  of  na- 
of  April,  O.  S.  in  the  year  one  ture,  which  call  my  birth  in  a  free 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  thirty-  and  civilized  country,  in  an  age  of 
feven;  the  firft  child  of  the  mar-  fcience  and  philofophy,  in  a  family 
riage  of  Edward  Gibbon,  efq.  and  of  honourable  rank,  and  decently 
of  Judith  Porten.  My  lot  might  endowed  with  the  gifts  of  fortune, 
have  been  that  of  a  Have,,  a  favage,  From  my  birth  I  have  enjoyed  the 
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redded  within  the  walls  of.  the 
Trojan  city,  he  received  the  vifit 
of  a  certain  noble  Lombard  mar¬ 
quis,  accompanied  by  many  no 
bles  of  his  country.  Azo  was  his 
name.  The  objedt  of  his  journey 
was  to  requeft  that  the  diike’s 
daughter  might  be  granted  as  a 
wife  to  Hugo,  his  illuftrious  fon. 
The  duke  convened  an  affembly 
of  his  chiefs,  and  with  their  con- 
fent  and  advice,  the  daughter  of 
Robert  was  delivered  to  the  fon 
of  Azo.  The  nuptial  rites  were 
folemnized  in  due  form,  and  the 
feftival  was  celebrated  with  gifts 
and  banquets.  After  the  con- 
fummation  of  the  marriage,  the 
duke  folicited  his  counts  and 
powerful  vaffals  to  beftow  a  free 
gift,  which  might  grace  the  joyful 
departure  of  the  bride  and  bride¬ 
groom,  and  he  enforced  his  de¬ 
mand,  by  reminding  them  that  no 
fubfidy  whatfoever  had  been  given 
to  her  lifter,  the  Greek  emprefs. 
The  demand  of  a  tribute  was  en¬ 
tertained  with  a  murmur  of  fur- 
prife  and  difeontent ;  but  all  op- 
pofition  was  fruitlefs,  and  they 
prefented  their  fovereign  with 
mules  and  horfes,  and  various 
offerings.  He  bellowed  them  on 
the  hulband  of  his  daughter,  with 
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right  of  primogeniture;  but  I  was 
fucceeded  by  five  brother?  and  one 
lifter,  all  of  whom  were  fnatched  a- 
•way  in  their  infancy.  My  five  bro¬ 
thers,  whole  names  may  be., found 
in  the  parilh  regifter  of  Putney,  I 
fhall  not  pretend  to  lament  :  but 
from  my  childhood  to  the  prefent 
hour  I  have  deeply  and  fincerely 
regretted  my  fifter,  whofe  life  was 
fomewhat  prolonged,  whom  I  re¬ 
member  to  have  fieen  a«  amiable 
infant.  The  relation  of  a  brother 
and  a  fifter,  efpecially  if  they  do 
not  marrv,  appears  to  me  of  a  very 
lingular  nature.  It  is  a  familiar 
and  tender  friendfhip  with  a  female, 
much  about  our  own  age ;  an  af- 
feCtion  perhaps  foftened  by  the  fe¬ 
rret  influence  of  fex,  but  pure 
from  any  mixture  pf  fenfual  deft  re, 
the  foie  fpecies  of  Platonic  love  that 
can  be  indulged  with  truth,  and 
without  danger.” 

“  The  death  of  a  new  born  child 
before  that  of  its  parents  may  feem 
an  unnatural,  but  it  is  ftriCtlv  a 
probable,  event :  lince  of  any  given 
number  the  greater  part  are  extin- 
uiftied  before  their  ninth  year, 
efore  they  poftefs  the  faculties  of 
the  mind  or  body.  Without  ac- 
cufing  the  profufe  wafte  or  imper¬ 
fect  workmanftiip  of  nature,  I 
lhali  only  obferve,  that  this  unfa¬ 
vourable  chance  was  multiplied  a  - 
gainft  my  infant  exiftence.  So 
feeble  was  my  conftitution,  fo  pre¬ 
carious  my  life,  that,  in  the  baptifm 
of  each  of  my  brothers,  my  father’s 
prudence  fucceflively  repeated  my 
chriftian  name  of  Edward,  that,  in 
cafe  of  the  departure  of  the  eldeft 
fon,  this  patronymic  appellation 
might.be  ftill  perpetuated  in  the  fa¬ 
mily. 

- Uno  avu/fio  non  deficit  alter. 

To  prefer ve  and  to  rear  lb  frail  a 
.being,  the  moft  tender  afiiduity  was 
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fcarcely  fufficient;  and  my  mo* 
ther’s  attention  was  fomewhat  di* 
verted  by  her  frequent  pregnancies, 
by  an  exclufive  paffion  for  her  hul- 
band,  and  by  the  difiipation  of  the 
world,  in  which  his  tafte  and  aib- 
thority  obliged  her  to  mingle.  But 
the  maternal  office  was  fupplied  by 
my  aunt,  Mrs.  Catharine  Porten  ^ 
at  whofe  name  I  feel  a  tear  of  gra¬ 
titude  trickling  down  .my  cheek.  A 
life  of  celibacy  transferred  her  va¬ 
cant  affeCtion  to  her  lifter’s  fi.rij 
child :  my  weaknefs  excited  her 
pity ;  her  attachment  was  fortified 
by  labour  and  fuccefs :  and  if  there 
be  any,  as  I  truft  there  are  fome, 
who  rejoice  that  I  live,  to  that  dear 
and  excellent  woman  they  muft 
hold  themfelves  indebted.  Many 
anxious  and  folitary  days  did  lhe 
confume  in  the  patient  trial  of 
every  mode  of  relief  and  amufe- 
ment.  Many  wakeful  nights  did 
fhe  fit  by  my  bed-fide  in  trembling 
expectation  that  each  hour  would 
be  my  la  ft.  Of  the  various  and 
frequent  diforders  of  my  childhood 
my  own  recollection  is  dark ;  nor 
do  I  wifh  to  expatiate  on  fo  dif- 
gufting  a  topic.  Suffice  it  to  fay, 
th^t  while  every  practitioner,  from 
Sloane  and  Ward  to  the  chevalier 
Taylor,  was  fucceflively  fummon- 
ed  to  torture  or  relieve  me,  the 
care  of  my  mind  was  too  frequent¬ 
ly  negleCled  for  that  of  my  health.: 
compaflion  always  fuggefted  an  ex- 
cufe  for  the  indulgence  of  the 
mailer,  or  the  idleness  of  the  pupil ; 
aud  the  chain  of  my  education  was 
broken,  as  often  as  I  was  recalled 
from  the  fchool  of  learning  to  the 
bed  of  licknefs. 

“  As  food  as  the  ufe  of  fpeech 
had  prepared  my  infant  reafon  for 
the  a  a  million  of  knowledge,  I  was 
taught  the  arts  of  reading,  writing, 
and  arithmetic.  So  remote  is  the 
date,  fo  vague  is  the  memory  of 
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their  origin  in  myfelf,  that,  were 
not  the  error  correfted  by  analogy, 
J  fhould  be  tempted  to  conceive 
them  as  innate.  In  my  childhood 
I  was  praifed  for  the  readinefs, 
with  which  I  could  multiply  and 
divide,  by  memory  alone,  two 
fums  of  feveral  figures :  fuch  praife 
.encouraged  my  growing  talent; 
and  had  I  perfevered  in  this  line  of 
application,  I  might  have  acquired 
fome  fame  in  mathematical  ftudies. 

44  After  this  previous  inftitutiou 
at  home,  or  at  a  day-fchool  at  Put¬ 
ney,  I  was  delivered  at  the  age  of 
feyen  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  John 
Jfirkby,  who  exercifed  about  eigh¬ 
teen  months  the  office  of  my  do- 
meftic  tutor.  His  own  words, 
which  I  fhall  here  tranfcribe,  in¬ 
spire  in  his  favour  a  fentiment  of 
pity  and  efteem. — ‘  During  mva- 

*  bode  in  my  native  county  of 
4  Cumberland,  in  quality  of  an 

4  indigent  curate,  I  ufed  now-a nd-/ 
4  then  in  a  fummer,  when  the  plea- 

*  fantnefs  of  the  feafon  invited,  to 
4  take  a  folitary  walk  to  the  fea- 
4  fhore,  which  lies  about  two  miles 

*  from  the  town  where  I  lived. 

4  Here  I  would  amufe  myfelf,  one 
4  while  in  viewing  at  large  th£ 

4  agreeable  profpeft  which  fur- 
4  rounded  me,  and  another  while 
4  (confining  my  fight  to  nearer  ob- 
4  jefts)  in  admiring  the  vaft  variety 
4  of  beautiful  fhelis,  thrown  upon 
4  the  beach  ;  fome  of  the  choiceft 
4  of  which  J  always  picked  up,  to 
4  divert  my  little  ones  upon  my 
4  return.  One  time  among  the 
4  reft,  taking  fuch  a  journey  in  my 
4  head,  I  fat  down  upon  the  decli- 
4  vitv  of  the  beach  with  my  face  to 
4  the  fea,  which  was  now  come  up 
4  within  a  few  yards  of  my  feet ; 

4  when  immediately  the  fad  thoughts 
4  of  the  wretched  condition  of°my 
4  family,  and  the  unfticcefsfulnefs 
4  of  all  endeavours  to  amend  it, ' 


4  came  crowding  into  my  mind, 
4  which  drove  me  into  a  deep  me- 
4  lancholy,  and  ever  and  anon 
4  forced  tears  from  my  eyes.’  Dif- 
trefs  at  laft  forced  him  to  leave  the 
country'.  His  learning  and  virtue 
introduced  him  to  my  father ;  and 
at  Putney  he  might  have  found  ajt 
leaft  a  temporary  ihelter,  had  not  an 
aft  of  indifcretion  again  driven 
him  into  the  world.  One  day 
reading  prayers  in  the  pariffi  church, 
he  moil  unluckily  forgot  the  name 
of  king  George :  his  patron,  a  loyal 
fubjeft,  difmifted  him  with  fome 
reluftance,  and  a  decent  reward; 
and  how  the  poor  man  ended  his 
days  I  have  never  been  able  to 
learn.” 

44  In  my  ninth  year  (January 
1746),  in  a  lucid  interval  of  com¬ 
parative  health,  my  father  adopted 
the  convenient  and  cuftomary  mode 
of  Englifh  education;  and  I  was 
fent  toKingfton  upon  Thames,  to 
a  fchool  ot  about  feventy  boys, 
which  was  kept  by  Dr.  Woocidefou 
and  his  afiiftants.  Every  time  I 
have  fince  palled  over  Putney  Com¬ 
mon,  I  have  always  noticed  the  fpot 
where  my  mother,  as  we  drove 
along  in  the  coach,  admonilhed  me 
that  I  was  now  goinginto  the  world, 
andcnuft  learn  to  think  and  aft  for 
myfelf.  The  ex  predion  may  ap¬ 
pear  ludicrous ;  yet  there  is  not,  in 
the  courfe  of  life,  a  more  remark¬ 
able  change  than  the  removal  of  a 
child  from  the  luxury  and  free¬ 
dom  of  a  wealthy  houfe,  to  the  fru¬ 
gal  diet  and  ftrift  fubordination  of 
a  fchool ;  from  the  tendernefs  of 
parents,  and  the  obfeqnioufnefs  of 
fervants,  to  the  rude  familiarity  of 
his  equals,  the  infolent  tyranny 
of  his  feniors,  and  the  rod, -perhaps, 
of  a  cruel  and  capricious  peda¬ 
gogue.  Such  hard  (hips  may  fteel 
the  mind  and  body  agaiuft  the  inju¬ 
ries  of  fortune;  but  mv  timid  re 

ferve 


[qa]  Particulars  of  the  earl 

ferve  was  aftoniflied  by  the  crowd 
and  tumult  of  the  fchool ;  the  want 
of  ftrength  and  activity  disqualified 
me  for  the  fports  of  the  play-field  ; 
nor  have  I  forgotten  how  often  in 
the  year  forty-fix  I  was  reviled  and 
buffetted  for  "the  fins  of  my  tory  an- 
ceffors.  By  the  common  methods 
of  discipline,  at  the  expence  of 
many  tears  and  fome  blood,  I  pur- 
chafed  the  knowledge  of  the  Latin 
fyntax  :  and  not  long  fince  I  was 
poffetTed  of  the  dirty  volumes  of 
Phaedrus  and  Cornelius  Nepos, 
which  I  painfully  conftrued  and 
darkly  underhood. ” 

44  My  {Indies  were  too  frequently 
interrupted  by  ficknefs ;  and  af¬ 
ter  a  real  or  nominal  residence  at 
Kingftbn-fchool  of  near  two  years, 

I  was  finally  recalled  (December 
1747)  by  my  mother’s  death,  which 
was  occasioned,  in  her  thirty-eighth 
year,  by  the  confequences  of  her 
latt  labour.  I  was  too^  young  to 
feel  the  importance  of  niy  lofs ; 
and  the  image  of  her  perlon  and 
converfation  is  faintly  imprinted 
in  my  memory.  The  affectionate 
heart  of  my  aunt,  Catherine  Porten, 
bewailed  a  fitter  and  a  friend  ;  but 
my  poor  father  was  inconlolable, 
and  the  tranfport  of  grief  feemed 
to  threaten  his  life  or  his  realon. 
I  can  never  forget  the  fcene  of  our 
firft  interview,  fame  weeks  after  the 
fatal  event ;  the  awful  filence,  the 
room  hung  with  black,  the  mid-day 
tapers,  his  fighs  and  tears;  his 
praifes  of  my  mother,  a  taint  in 
heaven  ;  his  folenm  adjuration  that 
I  would  cherifh  her  memory  and 
imitate  her  virtues ;  and  the  fervor 
with  which  he  killed  and  bleffed  me 
as  the  foie  Surviving  pledge  of  their 
loves.  The  ftorm  of  paflion  in- 
fenfibly  fubfided  into  calmer  me¬ 
lancholy.  At  a  convivial  meeting 
of  his  friends,  Mr.  Gibbon  might 
affeCk  or  enjoy  a  gleam  of  cheer- 


ier  Years  of  Mr.  Gibbon. 

fulnefs  ;  but  his  plan  of  happinefs 

was  for  ever  deftroved :  and  after 

*  >  . 

the  lofs  of  his  companion  he  was 
left  alone  in  a  world,  of  which  the 
bufinefs  and  pleafures  were  to  him 
irkfome  or  infipid.  After  fome  un- 
fuccefsful  trials  he  renounced  the 
tumult  of  London  and  the  hospita¬ 
lity  of  Putney,  and  buried  himfelf 
in  the  rural  or  rather  ruftic  Soli¬ 
tude  of  Buriton  ;  from  which,  dur¬ 
ing  feveral  y  ears,  he  Seldom  emerg¬ 
ed.  ■" 

u  As  :far  hack  as  I  can  remem¬ 
ber,  the  houfe,  near  Putney-bridge 
and  chtirch-yard, ;  of  my  maternal 
grandfather  appears  in  the  light  oi 
my  proper  and-  native  home.  It 
was  there  that  I  was  allowed  tc 
Spend  the  greateft  part  of  my  time, 
in  ficknefs  or  in  health,  during  mj 
School  vacations  and .  my  parents 
refidence  in  London,  and  finall) 
after  my  mother’s  death.  Thret 
months  after  that  event,  in  thi 
Spring  of  1 748,  the  commercial  run 
of  her  father,  Mr.  James  Porten 
was  accomplished  and  declared 
He  Suddenly  abfconded  :  but  as  hi 
effects  were  not  Sold,  nor  the  houl 
>evacuated,till  theChriftmas  follow 
ing,  I  enjoyed  during  the  whol 
year  the  Society  of  my  aunt,  with 
out  much  conicioirfnefs  of  her  im 
pending  fate.  I  feel  a  melanchof 
pleafure  in  repeating  my  obliga 
tions  to  that  excellent  woman,  Mr: 
Catherine  Porten,  the  true  mothe 
of  my  mind  and  health.  Her  na 
tural  good  fenfe  was  improved  b 
the  perufal  of  the  belt  books  in  th 
Englifh  language  ;  and  if  her  rea 
Son  was  Sometimes  clouded  by  pre 
judice,  her  Sentiments  were  neve 
difguifed  by  hypocrify  or  affe£h 
tion.  Her  indulgent  tendernefs,  tl 
franknefs  of  her  temper,  and  m 
innate  rifing  curiofity,  Soon  return 
ed  all  diftance  between  us:  lik 
friends  of  an  equal  age,  we  freel 
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onverfed  on  every  topic,  familiar 
>r  abftrufe  ;  and  it  was  her  delight 
,nd  reward  to  obferve  the  frit 
hoots  of  my  young  ideas.  Pain 
nd  languor  were  often  foothed  by 
he  voice  of  inftru&ion  and  amufe- 
nent;  and  to  her  kind  lelfons  I 
fcribe  my  early  and  invincible  love 
f  reading,  which  I  would  not  ex¬ 
change  for  the  treafures  of  India, 
fhonld  perhaps  be  aftonilhed,  were 
:  poflible  to  afcertain  the  date,  at 
jhich  a  favourite  tale  was  engrav- 
d,  by  frequent  repetition,  in  my 
lemory :  the  Cavern  of  the  Winds; 
Cie  Palace  of  Felicity ;  and  the  fa¬ 
il  moment,  at  the  end  of  three 
lonths  or  centuries,  when  prince 
Ldolphus  is  overtaken  by  Time, 
'ho  had  worn  out  fo  many  pair  of 
rings  in  the  purfuit.  Before  I  left 
dngflon  fchool  I  was  well  ac- 
uainted  with  Pope’s  Homer  and 
le  Arabian  Nights  Entertainments, 
vo  books  which  will  always  pleafe 
y  the  moving  pidlure  of  human 
lanners  and  fpecious  miracles :  nor 
ras  I  then  capable  of  difcerning 
lat  Pope’s  tranflation  is  a  portrait 
ndowed  with  every  merit,  except- 
ig  that  of  likenefs  to  the  original, 
'he  verfes  of  Pope  accuftomed  my 
irto  the  found  of  poetic  harmony: 

the  ’death  of  Hector,  and  the 
lipwreck  of  Ulylfes,  I  tailed  the 
ew  emotions  of  terror  and  pity ; 
id  ferioufly  difputed  with  my  aunt 
a  the  vices  and  virtues  of  the  he- 
>es  of  the  Trojan  war.  From 
ope’s  Homer  to  Dryden’s  Virgil 
as  an  eafy  tranlition ;  but  I  know 
°t  how,  from  fome  fault  in  the 
ithor,  the  tranllator,  or  the  reader, 
ie pious  Atneas  did  not  fo  forcibly 
lze  on  my  imagination ;  and  I 
drived  more  pleafure  from  Ovid’s 
letamorphofes,  efpecially  in  the 
(I  of  Phaeton,  and  the  fpeeches  of 
jax  and  Ulylfes.  My  grandfa- 
ief’s  flight  unlocked  the  door  of  a 
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tolerable  library;  and  I  turned  over 
many  Englilh  pages  of  poetry  and 
romance,  of  hillory  and  travels. 
Where  a  title  attracted  my  eye, 
without  fear  or  awe  I  fnatched  the 
volume  from  the  fhelf;  and  Mrs. 
Porten,  who  indulged  herfelf  in 
moral  and  religious  fpeculations, 
was  more  prone  to  encourage  than 
to  check  a  curiolity  above  the 
flrength  of  a  boy.  This  year 
(1748),  the  twelfth  of  my  age,  I 
fhall  note  as  the  moll  propitious  to 
the  growth  of  my  intellectual  Ma¬ 
ture. 

“  The  relics  of  my  grandfather’s 
fortune  afforded  a  bare  annuity  for 
his  own  maintenance ;  and*  his 
daughter,  my  worthy  aunt,  who 
had  already  palled  her  fortieth  year, 
was  left  dellitute.  Her  noble  fpirit 
fcorned  a  life  of  obligation  and  de¬ 
pendence  ;  and  after  revolving  fe~ 
veral  fchemes,  Hie  preferred  the 
humble  induitry  of  keeping  a  board¬ 
ing- houfe  for  Weflminfter-fchopl, 
where  the  laborioully  earned  a 
competence  for  her  old  age  This 
lingular  opportunity  of  blending 
the  advantages  of  private  and  pub¬ 
lic  education  decided  my  father. 
After  the  Chriltmas  holidays  in  Ja¬ 
nuary  1749,  I  accompanied  Mrs. 
Porten  to  her  new  houfe  in  Col- 
lege-llreet ;  and  was  immediately 
entered  in  the  fchool,  of  which  Dr. 
John  Nicpll  was  at  that  time  head- 
mailer.  At  firlt  I  was  alone :  but 
my  aunt’s  refolution  was  praifed  ; 
her  charadler  was  elleemed ;  her 
friends  were  numerous  and  active ; 
in  the  courfe  of  fome  years  fhe  be¬ 
came  the  mother  of  forty  or  fifty 
boys,  for  the  moll  part  of  family 
and  fortune ;  and  as  her  primitive 
habitation  was  too  narrow,  fhe 
built  and  occupied  a  fpacious  man- 
lion  in  Dean’s  Yard.  I  lhall  al-  .. 
ways  be  ready  to  join  in  the  com¬ 
mon  opinion,  that  our  public 
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fchools,  which  have  produced  fo  pulous  ear  of  a  well-flogged  end 
many  eminent  characters,  are  the  for  my  (elf,  I  muff  be  content  wit 
beft  adaoted  to  the  genius  and  con-  a  very  fmall  fhare  of  the  civil  an 
ffitution  of  the  Englifh  people.  A  literary  fruits  of  a  public  fchoc 
boy  of  fpirit  jmay  acquire  a  previ-  In  the  (pace  of  two  years  (174* 
ous  and  pr&Xical  experience  of  the  1750),  interrupted  by  danger  an 
world ;  and  his  playfellows  may  be  debility,  I  painfully  climbed  ini 
the  future  friends  of  his  heart  or  the  third  form  ;  and  my  riper  aj 
his  intereft.  In  a  free  intercourse  was  left  to  acquire  the  beauties 
with  his  equals,  the  habits  of  truth,  the  Latin,  and  the  rudiments  of  tl 
fortitude,  and  prudence  will  infen-  Greek  tongue.  Inftead of  and 
fibly  be  matured.  Birth  and  riches  cioufly  mingling  in  the  {ports,  tJ 
are  meafured  by  the  ftandard  of  quarrels,  and  the  connexions  of  o 
perfonal  merit ;  and  the  mimic  feene  little  world,  I  was  ft  ill  cherifhed 
of  a  rebellion  has  difplayed,  in  their  home  under  the  maternal  wing 
true  colours,  the  mini  iters  and  pa-  my  aunt;  and  my  removal  fro 
triots  of  the  rifing  generation.  Our  Weftminfter  long  preceded  the  a 
feminaries.  of  learning  do  not  ex-  proach  of  manhood. 
aXiv  correfpond  with  the  precept  u  The  violence  and  variety 
of  a  Spartan  king,  ‘  that  the  child  my  complaints,  which  had  excui 

<  ftiould  be  inftruXed  in  the  arts,  my  frequent  abfence  from  We 

<  which  will  be  ufeful  to  the  man minftef-fchool,  at  length  engag 
fince  a  finifhed  fcholar  may  emerge  Mrs.  Porten,  with  the  advice 
from  the  head  of  Weftminfter  or  phyftcians,  to  conduX  me  to  Bat 
Eton,  in  total  ignorance  of  the  bu-  at  the  end  of  the  Michaelmas  'i 
finefs  and  converfation  of  Englifh  cation  (17$°)  quitted  me  w, 
gentlemen  in  the  latter  end  of  the  reluXance,  and  I  remained  feve 
eighteenth  century.  But  thefe  months  under  the  care  of  a  tru 
fchools  may  affume  the  merit  of  maid-fefvant.  ^  A  ftrange  nerve 
teaching  all  that  they  pretend  to  aft eXion,  which  alternately  cc 
teach,  the  Latin  and  Greek  Jan-  traded  my  legs,  and  produci 
o-uacres :  they  depofit  in  the  hands  without  any  viftble  fymptoms,  1 
of  <1  difciple  the  keys  of  two  vain-  moil  excruciating  pain,^  was  in 
able  chefts ;  nor  can  he  complain,  feXually  oppoied  by  the  varit 
if  they  are  afterwards  loft  or  neg-  methods  of  bathing  and  pumpii 
leXed  by  his  own  fault.  The  ne-  From  Bath.  I  was  tranfported 
ceffity  of  leading  in  equal  ranks  fo  Winchefter,  to  the  houfe  of  a  pi 
many  unequal  powers  of  capacity  fician;  and  after  the  failure  Oi 
and  application,  .will  prolong  to  medical  (kill,  we  had  again  recou 
eight  or  ten  years  the  juvenile  ftu-  to  the  virtues  of  the  Bath  watt 
dies,  which  might  be  diipatched  in  Luring  the  intervals  of  thefe  fit! 
half  that  time  by  the  ikilful  mailer  moved  with  my  father  to  Burii 
of  a  Angle  pupiL  Yet  even  the  and  Putney;  and  a  fhort  unli 
repetition  of  exercife  and  difeipline  cefsful  trial  was  attempted  to  ren 
contributes  to  fix  in  a  vacant  mind  my  attendance  at  Weftminlt 
the  verbal  fcience  of  gramritar  arid  fchool.  But  my  infirmities  co 
profody:  and  the  private  or  volun-  not  be  reconciled  with  the  ho 
tary  ftudent,  who  pofteftes  the  fenfe  and  difeipline  of  a  public  lemma 
and  fpirit  of  the  elaflics,  may  of-  and  inftead  of  a  domeftic  tui 
fend,  by  afalfe  quantity,  the  Icru-  who  might  have  watched  t  e 
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ourablc  moments,  ana  gently  ad 
a  need  the  progrefs  of  my  leani¬ 
ng,  my  father  was  too  eafily  con- 
;nt  with  fuch  occafional  teachers, 
s  the  different  places  of  my  refi- 
ence  could  fupply.  I  was  never 
jrced,  and  feldom  was  I  perfuad- 
d,  to  admit  thefe  leiTons :  yet  I 
?ad  with  a  clergyman  at  Bath  fome 
des  of  Horace,  and  feveral  epifodes 
f  Virgil,  which  gave  me  an  imper- 
and  tranfient  enjoyment  of  the 
atin  poets..  It  might  now  be  ap- 
rehended  that  I  fhould  continue 
^r  life  an  illiterate  cripple:  but,  as 
approached  my  fixteenth  year, 
fature  difplayed  in  my  favour  her 
yfterious  energies :  my  conditu- 
)n  was  fortified  and  fixed ;  and 
y  diforders,  indead  of  growing 
ith  my  growth  and  drengthening 
ith  my  drength,  mod  wonder- 
Uy  vaniflied.  I  have  never  pof- 
(Ted  or  abufed  the  infolence  of 
alth  t  but  fince  that  time  few 
:rfons  have  been  more  exempt 
3m  real  or  imaginary  ills;  and, 

1 1  am  admonifhed  by  the  gout, 
ereader  will  no  more  be  troubled 
ith  the  liiftory  of  my  bodily  com- 
airits.  My  unexpe&ed  recovery 
ain  encouraged  the  hope  of  my 
ucation ;  and  I  was  placed  at 
her,  in  Surry,  in  tile  houfe  of  the 
werend  Mr.  Philip  Francis,  in  a 
lafant  fpot,  which  promifed  to 
ite  the  various  benefits  of  air, 
ercife,  and  ftudy  (January  1752). 
a-e  tranflator  of  Horace  might 
ve  taught  me  to  relifli  the  Latin 
ets,  had  not  mv  friends  dilco- 
fed  m  a  few  weeks,  that  he  pre- 
red  the  pleasures  of  London,  to 
-  inftrinftion  of  his  pupils.  My 
her’s  perplexity  at  this  time,  ra- 
t  than  his- prudence,  was  urged 
embrace  a  lingular  and  defperate 
afure.  Without  preparation.  or 
ay  he  carried  me  to  Oxford ; 
i  I  was  matriculated  in  the  uni- 


verfity  as  a  gentleman  commoner  of 
Magdalen  college,  before  I  had  ac¬ 
compli  died  the  fifteenth  year  of  my 
age  (April  3,  1752). 

a  The  curicfity,  which  had  been 
implanted  in  mv  infant  mind,  was 
dill  alive  and  adfive;  but  my  rea* 
fon  was  not  fufficiently  informed 
to  underftarid  the  value,  or  to  la-- 
ment  the  lof?,  of  three  precious? 
years  from  my  ggtf&nce  at  Wed- 
minder  to  my  adWdffion  at  Oxford. 
Indead  of  repining  at  my  long  and 
frequent  confinement  to  the  cham¬ 
ber  or  the  couch,  I  fecretly  rejoiced 
in  thofe  infirmities,  which  deliver¬ 
ed  me  from  the  exercifes  of  the 
fchool,  and  the  fociety  of  my 
equals.  As  often  as  I  was  tolera¬ 
bly  exempt  from  danger  and  pain, 
reading,  free  defultory  reading,  was 
the  employment  and  comfort  of  my 
Solitary  hours.  At  Wedminder, 
my  aunt  fought  only  to  amufe  and 
indulge  me;  in  my  dations  at  Bath 
and  Winehefter,  "at  Buriton  and 
Putney,  a  falfe  companion  refpe£l:ed 
my  fu derings  ;  and  I  was  allowed* 
without  controul  or  advice,  to  prs- 
tify  the  wanderings  of  an  unripe 
tade.  My  indiferiminate  appetite 
fubfided  by  degrees  in  the  hijiorii 
line  ;  and  fince  philosophy  has  ex¬ 
ploded  all  innate  ideas  and  natural 
propen fities,  I  mud  aferibe  this 
choice  to  the  afiiduous  perufal  of 
the  Univerfal  Hidory,  as  the  oc¬ 
tavo  volumes  fucceffively  appeared. 
This  unequal  work,  and  a  treat  ife 
of  Hearne,  the  tyufzor  kijtoricus ,  re¬ 
ferred  and  introduced  me  to  the 
Greek  and  Roman  hidorians,  to  as 
many  at  lead  as  were  acceffible  to 
an  Englifli  reader.  AH  tnat  I  could 
find  were  greedily  devoured,  from 
Littlebury’s  lame  Herodotus,  sad 
Spelman’s  valuable  Xenophon,  to 
the  pompous  folios  of  Gordon’s 
Tacitus,  and  a  ragged  Procopius 
of  the  beginning  of  the  lad  cen¬ 
tury  _ 
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tury.  The  cheap  acquifition  of  fo  racens  foon  fixed  my  attention 
much  knowledge  confirmed  my  and  fome  inftin£t  of  criticifm  di- 
diflike  to  the  ftudy  of  languages ;  rented  me  to  the  genuine  fources 
and  1  argued  with  Mrs.  Porten,  Simon  Ockley,  an  original  in  even 
that,  were  I  mafter  of  Greek  and  fenfe,  fir  ft  opened  my  eyes ;  and  . 
Latin,  I  muft  interpret  to  myfelf  was  led  from  one  book  to  another 
in  Englifh  the  thoughts  of  the  ori-  till  I  had  ranged  round  the  circle  o 
cinal,  °*md  that  fuch  extemporary  oriental  hiftory.  Before  I  was  fix 
verfions  muft  be  inferior  to  the  ela-  teen,  I  had  exhaufted  all  that  couli 
borate  tranllations  of  profefied  fcho-  be  learned  in  Englifh  of  the  Arab 
lars;  a  filly  fophifm,  which  could  and  Perfians,  the  Tartars  and  Turks 
not  eafily  be  confuted  by  a  perfon  and  the  fame  ardour  urged  me  t 
ignorant  of  any  other  language  than  guefs  at  the  French  of  D’Herbeloi 
iTer  own.  From  the  ancient  I  leap-  and  to  conftrue  the  barbarous  La 
ed  to  the  modern  world :  many  tin  of  Pocock’s  Abulfaragius.  Sue 
crude  lumps  of  Speed,  Rapin,  Me-  vague  and  multifarious  readin 
zeray,  Davila,  Machiavel,  Father  could  not  teach  me  to  think,  t 
Paul,  Bower,  &c.  I  devoured  like  write,  or  to  a£t ;  and  the  only  prii 
to  many  novels ;  and  I  fwallowed  ciple,  that  darted  a  ray  of  light  int 
with  the  fame  voracious  appetite  the  indigefted  chaos,  was  an  earl 
the  deferiptions  of  India  and  China,  and  rational  application  to  the  o. 
of  Mexico  and  Peru.  der  of  time  and  place.  The  maj 

u  My  firft  introduction  to  the  of  Cellarius  and  Wells  imprinte 
hiftoric  feenes,  which  have  fince  in  my  mind  the  picture  of  anciei 
engaged  fo  many  years  of  my  life,  geography :  from  Stranchius  I  in 
rmift&  be  aferibed  to  an  accident,  bibed  the  elements  of  chronolog) 
in  the  fummer  of  1751?  I  accom-  the  Tables  of  Helvicus  and  Ande 
panied  my  father  on  a  vifit  to  ML  fon,  the  Annals  of  U  flier  and  Pi 
Hoare’s,  in  Wiltfhirej  but  I  was  deaux,  diftinguifhed  the  conneCtic 
lefs  delighted  with  the  beauties  of  of  events,  and  engraved  the  mull 
Stourhead,  than  with  difeovering  tilde  of  names  and  dates  in  a  cle 
in  the  library  a  common  book,  the  and  indelible  feries.  But  in  t) 
Continuation  of  Echard  s  Roman  difeufiion  of  the  firft  ages  I  ovc 
Hiftory,  which  is  indeed  executed  leaped  the  bounds  of  modefty  ai 
with  more  fkill  and  tafte  than  the  ufe.  In  my  childifh  balance  I  pr 
previous  work.  To  me  the  reigns  fumed  to  weigh  the  fyftems  of  Sc 
of  the  fucceflors  of  Conftantine  liger  and  Petavius,  of  Marlham  ai 
"were  abfolutely  new ;  and  I  was  Newton,  which  I  could  feldo 
immerfed  in  the  pafiage  of  the  ftudy  in  the  originals;  and  my  fie 
Goths  over  the  Danube,  when  the  has  been  disturbed  by  the  difficul 
fummons  of  the  dinner-bell  reluc-  of  reconciling  the  Septuagint  wi 
tantly  dragged  me  from  my  Intel-  the  Hebrew  computation.  I  '< 
textual  feaft.  This  tranfient  glance  rived  at  Oxford  with  a  ftock 
i'erved  rather  to  irritate  than  to  ap-  erudition,  that  might  have  puzzl 
peafe  my  curiofity  ;  and  as  foon  as  a  doctor,  and  a  degree  of  ignoran* 
I  returned  to  Bath  I  procured  the  of  which  a  fchool-boy  would  ha 
fecond  and  third  volumes  of  How-  been  afhamed.” 
el’s  Hiftory  of  the  World,  which  “  To  the  univerfity  of  Oxfort 
exhibit  the  Byzantine  period  on  a  acknowlege  no  obligation;  and  i 

larger  feale.  "Mahomet  and  his  Sa-  will  as  cheerfully  renounce  me 
a  ah 
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a  fon,  as  I  am  willing  to  difclaim 
her  for  a  mother.  I  fpent  fourteen 
months  at  Magdalen  College;  they 
proved  the  fourteen  months  the 
mod:  idle  and  unprofitable  of  my 
whole  life:  the  reader  will  pro¬ 
nounce  between  the  fchool  and  the 
fcholar ;  but  I  cannot  affetf:  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  Nature  had  difqualified 
me  for  all  literary  purfuits.  The 
fpecious  and  ready  excufe  of  my 
tender  age,  imperfe6t  preparation, 
and  hafty  departure,  may  doubtlefs 
be  alleged  ;  nor  do  I  with  to  defraud 
fuch  excufes  of  their  proper  weight, 
let  in  my  fixteenth  year  I  was  liot 
devoid  of  capacity  or  application  ; 
even  my  chiklifh  reading  had  dif- 
played  an  early  though  blind  pro- 
penfity  for  books  ;  and  the  fliallow 
dood^  might  have  been  taught  to 
tow  in  a  deep  channel  and  a  clear 
itream.  In  the  difciplineof  a  well- 
conlfituted  academy,  under  the 
guidance  of  fkilful  and  vigilant  pro- 
tefTors,  I  fhould  gradually  have  rifen 
from  tranflations  to  originals,  from 
die  Latin  to  the  Greek  dallies,  from 
dead  languages  to  living  fcience ; 
my  hours  would  have  been  occu¬ 
pied  by  ufeful  and  agreeable  flu¬ 
mes,  the  wanderings  of  fancy  would 
save  been  retrained,  and  I  fliould 
aave  efcaped  the  temptations  of 
alenefs,  which  finally  precipitated 
ny  departure  from  Oxford.” 

“  The  hrft  tutor  into  whofe 
lands  I  was  refigned  appears  to 
iave  been  one  of  the  beft  of  the 
ribe :  Dr.  Waldegrave  was  a  learn- 
;?  and  and  pious  man,  of  a  mild 
ifpofition,  ftrid  morals,  and  abfte- 
aious  life,  who  feldom  mingled  in 
he  politics  or  the  jollity  of  the. 
ohege.  But  his  knowledge  of  the 
'orld  was  confined  to  the  univer' 

{y;  his  learning  was  of  the  lalf, 
Jmer  than  of  the  prefent  age  ;  his 
'mPer  was  indolent ;  his  faculties, 


which  were  not  of  the  fir  ft  rate 
had  been  relaxed  by  the  climate* 
and  he  was  fatisfied,  like  his  fellows* 

with  the  flight  and.fuperficiai  dif- 
charge  of  an  important  truft.  As 
loon  as  my  tutor  had  founded  the 
'  ln-fufficiency  of  'his  difciple  in 
fchool-learning,  he  propofed  that 
we  mould  read  every  morning  from 
ten  to  eleven  the  comedies  of  Te¬ 
rence..  The  fum  of  my  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  univerlitv  of  Oxford 
is  confined  to  three  or  four  Latin 
plays;  and  even  the  ftudy  of  an 
elegant  claflic,  which  might  have 
been  illuftrated  by  a  comparifon 
or  ancient  and  modern  theatres 
was  reduced  to  a  dry  and  literal  in¬ 
terpretation  of  the  author’s  text. 
During  the  firft  weeks  I  conftantly 
attended  thefe  leflbns  in  my  tu¬ 
tor  s  room ;  but  as  they  appeared 
equally  devoid  of  profit  and  plea- 
fure,  I  was  once  tempted  to  trv 
the  experiment  of  a  formal  apo- 
logy.  The  apology  was  accepted 
with  ^fmile.  I  repeated  the  offence 
with  lefs  ceremony;  the  excufe  was 
admitted  with  the  fame  indulgence  : 
the  flighted:  motive  of  Iazinefs  or 
mdifpofition,  the  mod  trifling  avo¬ 
cation  at  home  or  abroad,  was  al¬ 
lowed  as  a  worthy  impediment; 
not  did  my  tutor  appear  confcious 
of  my  abfence  or  negle£h  Had  the 
hour  of  lecfture  been  conftantly  fill- 
ed,  a  Angle  hour  was  a  fmall  por¬ 
tion  of  my  academic  leifure.  No 
plan  of^ftudy  was  recommended  for 
my  ufe ;  no  exercifes  were  preferr¬ 
ed  for  his  infpe&ion ;  and,  at  the 
mod:  precious  feafon  of  youih, 
whole  days  and  weeks  were  fuffer- 
ed  to  eiapfe  .  without  labour  or 
amufement,  without  advice  or  ac- 
count.^  I  fhould  have  liftened  to 
the  voice  of  reafon  and  of  my  tutor ; 
his  mild  behaviour  had  gained  mv 
confidence,  I  preferred  hisfociety 
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to  that  of  the  younger  ftudents; 
and  in  our  evening  walks  to  the  top 
Of  Heddington-hill,  we  freely  con¬ 
verted  on  a  variety  of  fubieds. 
Since  the  days  of  Pocock  and  Hyde, 
oriental  learning  has  always  been 
the  pride  of  Oxford,  and  I  once 
exprefied  an  inclination  to  ftudy 
Arabic.  His  prudence  difcouraged 
this  childifh  fancy ;'but  he  neglect¬ 
ed  the  fair  occafton  of  direding  the 
ardour  of  a  curious  mind.  During 
my  abfence  in  the  fumtner  vacation, 
Dr.  Waldegrave  accepted  a  college 
living  at  Wafhington  in  Suflex,  and 
on  my  return  I  no  longer  found 
him  at  Oxford.  .  From  that  time  I 
have  loft  fight  of  my  firft  tutor; 
but  at  the  end  of  thirty  years  (1781) 
he  was  (till  alive ;  and  the  practice 
of  exercife  and  temperance  had  en¬ 
titled  him  to  healthy  old  age. 

“  The  long  recefs  between  the 
Trinity  and  Michaelmas  terms 
empties  the  colleges  of  Oxford,  as 
well  as  the  courts  of  Weftmiiifter. 
1  fpent,  at  my  father’s  houfea?  Bu- 
riton  in  Hampfhire,  the  two  months 
of  Auguft  and  September.  It  is 
whimfical  enough,  that  as  foon  as 
I  left  Magdalen  College,  my  tafte 
fdr  books  began  to  revive  ;  but  it 
was  the  fame  blind  and  boy ifli  tafte 
fot  the  purfuit  of  exotic  hiftory. 
Unprovided  with  original  learning, 
unformed  in  the  habits  of  thinking, 
unlkiiied  in  the  arts  of  compofition, 
I  refolved — to  write  a  book.  The 
title  of  this  firfb  eBay,  The  Age  of 
Sefoftris,  was  perhaps  fuggefted  by 
Voltaire’s  Age  of  Lewis  XIV. 
which  was  new  and  popular;  but 
my  foie  objed  was  to  inveftigate 
the  probable  dale  of  the  life  and 
reign  of  the  conqueror  of  Atia.  I 
was  then  enamoured  of  hr  John 
Marfham’s  Canon  Chronicus;  an 
elaborate  work,  of  whofe  merits 
and  defeats  I  was  not  yet  qualified 
to  judge.  According  to  his  fpe* 


cious,  though  ftarrowplan,  I  fettle 
my  hero  about  the  time  of  Solo 
mon,  in  the  tenth  century  befor 
the  Chriftian  tera.  It  was  there 
fore  incumbent  ori  me,  tmlefs 
would  adopt  Sir  Ifaac  Newton 
fhorter  chronology,  to  remove 
formidable  objection ;  and  my  fc 
lution,  for  a  youth  of  fifteen,  is  nc 
devoid  of  ingenuity.  In  his  vet 
Bon  of  the  facred  books,  Maneth 
the  high  prieft  has  identified  Sc 
thofis,  or  Sefoftris,  with  the  elde 
brother  of  Danaus,  who  landed  i 
Greece,  according  to  the  Paria 
Marble,  fifteen  hundred  and  te 
years  before  Chrift.  But  in  m 
fuppofition  the  high  prieft  is  guilt 
of  a  voluntary  error ;  flattery  Is  tf 
prolific  parent  of  falfehood.  M; 
netho’s  Hiftory  of  Egypt  is  ded 
cated  to  Ptolemy  Philadelphia,  wh 
derived  a  fabulous  or  illegitimate  p« 
digree  from  the  Macedonian  kin< 
of  the  race  of  Hercules.  Danai 
is  the  anceftor  of  Hercules;  ar 
after  the  failure  of  the  elder  brand 
his  defcendants,  the  Ptolemies,  a; 
the  foie  reprefentatives  of  the  roy 
family,  and  may  claim  by  inher 
tance  the  kingdom  which  they  ha 
by  conqueft.  Such  were  my  juv< 
nile  difeoveries ;  at  a  riper  age, 
no  longer  prefume  to  conned  tl 
Greek,  the  Jewifh,  and  the  Egy] 
tian  antiquities,  which  are  loft  in 
diftant  cloud.  Nor  is  this  the  on 
infiance,  in  which  the  belief  ar 
knowledge  of  the  child  are  fupe 
feded  by  the  more  rational  ign- 
rance  of  the  man.  During  my  fir 
at  Buriton,  my  infant-labour  w 
diligently  profecuted,  without  fnu< 
interruption  from  company  or  cou; 
try  diverfions;  and’  I ’already  hea 
the  mufic  of  public  applaufe.  TJ 
difcovery  of  my  own  weaknefs  w 
the  firft  fvmptom  of  tafte';  Onn 
return  to  Oxford,  the  Age  of  S 
foftris  was  wifeiy  relinquished  j  b 


i?AkTi£uLA&s  of  the  earlier  If  ear's  of  Mr;  GlBBofr. 


fche  imperfect  (beets  remained  twen¬ 
ty  years  at  the  bottom  of  a  drawer, 
till,  in  a  general  clearance  of  pa¬ 
pers,  (November  177?,),  they  were 
committed  to  the  flames. 

“  After  the  departure  of  I5r. 
Waldegrave,  I  was  transferred, 
with  his  other  pupils,  to  his  aca¬ 
demical  heir,  whofe  literary  cha- 
fadler  did  not  command  the  refpedf 
of  the  college.  Dr.  ****  well  re¬ 
membered  that  he  had  a  falary  to 
receive,  and  only  forgot  that  he 
had  a  duty  to  perform.  Indead  of 
guiding  the  dudies,  and  watching 
over  the  behaviour  of  his  difciple, 
1  was  never  fummoned  to  attend 
even  the  cefemony  of  a  left  lire  • 
and,  excepting  one  voluntary  vifit 
to  his  rooms,  during  the  eight 
months  of  his  titular  Office,  the  tu¬ 
tor  and  pupil  Jived  in  the  fame  col¬ 
lege  as  flrangers  to  each  other. 
The  want  of  experience,  of  advice, 
3nd  of  occupation,  fioon  betrayed 
me  into  fome  improprieties  of  con- 
dudf,  ill-choferi  company,  late 
hours,  and  inconfiderate  expence. 
My  growing  debts  might  be  fee  ret ; 
but  my  frequent  abferice  Was  vifible 
and  fcandalous  ;  and  a  tour  to 
Bath,  a  vifit  into  Buckinghdmfhire, 
and  four  excurdons  to  London  in 
the  fame  winter,  were  coftly  and 
1  dangerous  frolics.  They  were,  in¬ 
deed,  without  a  meaning,  as  with¬ 
out  an  excufe.  "  The  irkfontenefs  of 
a  cloidered  life  repeatedly  tempted 
me  to  wander;  but  my  chief  plea¬ 
sure  was  that  of  travelling  ;  and  I 
was  too  young  and  badifui  to  en¬ 
joy,  like  a  manly  Oxonian  in  town, 
the  pleafures  of  London.  In  all 
thefe  excurfions  I  eloped  from  Ox¬ 
ford  ;  I  returned  to  college  ;  in  a 
few  days  I  eloped  again,  as  if  I  had 
been  an  independent  ftranger  in  a 
hired  lodging,  without  once  hear¬ 
ing  the  voice  of  admonition,  with¬ 
out  once  feeling  the  hand  of  con- 
1/9^ 


trol.  Yet  my  time  was  I'od;  nvjf 
expences  were  multiplied,  my  be¬ 
haviour  abroad  was  unknown ;  folly 
as  well  as  vice  fliould  have  awaken¬ 
ed  the  attention  of  my  fuperiorsj 
and  my  tender  years  would  have 
ju  hi  fifed  a  more  than  ordinary  de¬ 
gree  of  reifraint  and  difeipline. 

It  might  at  lead  be  expected^ 
that  an  ecclefiadical  fchool  fliould 
inculcate  the  orthodox  principles  of 
religion.  But  our  venerable  mo¬ 
ther  had  contrived  tb  unite  the  op- 
po/ite  extremes  of  , bigotry  and  in¬ 
difference;  aii  heretic^orunbelieverj 
was  a  monder  in  her  eyes ;  but  fnC 
was  always,  or  often,  or  fometirwes; 
femid  in  the  fpiritual  education  of 
her  own  children.  According  to 
the  datutes  of  the  univerfity,  every 
(Indent,  before  he  is  matriculated; 
mud  fubferibe  his  aflent  to  the 
thirty-nine  articles  of  the  ehurch  of 
England,  which  are  figned  by  more 
than  read,  and  read  by  more  than 
believe  them.  My  infufficient  age 
excufed  me,  however,  from  the  im¬ 
mediate  performance  of  this  legal 
ceremony  ;  and  the  vice-chancellor 
directed  me  to  return,  as  loon  as  I 
(liould  have  accomplidied  my  fif¬ 
teenth  year;  recommending  me,  in 
the  mean  while,  to  the  in  draft  ion. 
of  my  college.  My  college  forgot 
to  indrudf  ;  I  forgot  to  return;  and 
was  myfelf  forgotten  by  the  find 
magidrate  of  the  univerfity.  With  ¬ 
out  a  (ingle  ledlute,  either  public 
of  private,  either  chfidian  or  pro- 
tellant,  without  any  acadeliucal 
fubfertption,  without  any  epifeo- 
pal  confirmation,  I  was  left  by  the 
dim  light  of  my  catethifm  to  grope 
my  way  to  the  chapel  and  commu¬ 
nion-table,  where  I  was  admitted; 
without  a  qtiedion,  how  far,  of  by 
what  means,  I  might  be  qualified 
to  receive  the  facrament.  Suchal- 
mod  incredible  neglect  Was  pro¬ 
ductive  of  the  word  mifehiefs.  Front 
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my  childhood  I  had  been  fond  of 
religious  deputation :  my  poor  aunt 
has  been  often  puzzled  by  the  my  f- 
teries  which  fire  drove  to  believe ; 
nor  had  the  eladic  fpring  been  to¬ 
tally  broken  by  the  weight  of  the 
atmofphere  of  Oxford.  The  blind 
activity  of  idienefs  urged  me  to  ad¬ 
vance  without  armour  into  the  dan¬ 
gerous  mazes  of  controverfy  ;  and 
at  the  age  of  dxteen,  I  bewildered 
mvfelf  in  the  errors  of  the  church 
of  Rome. 

tC  The  progrefs  of  my  converfion 
may  tend  to  illudrate,  at  lead,  the 
hidory  of  my  own  mind.  It  was 
not  long  fince  Dr.  Middleton’s  free 
inquiry  had  founded  an  alarm  in 
the  theological  world:  much  ink 
and  much  gall  had  been  fpilt  in  the 
defence  of  the  primitive  miracles  ; 
and  the  two  dulled  of  their  cham¬ 
pions  were  crowned  with  academic 
honours  by  the  univerlity  of  Ox¬ 
ford.  The  name  of  Middleton  was 
unpopular;  and  his  proscription 
very  naturally  led  me  to  perufe  his 
Writings,  and  thofe  of  his  antago- 
nids.  His  bold  criticifm,  which 
approaches  the  precipice  of  infide¬ 
lity,  produced  on  my  mind  a  Angu¬ 
lar  dfe£t;  and  had  I  perfevered  in 
the  communion  of  Rome,  I  fhould 
now  apply  to  mv  own  fortune  the 
prediction  of  the  Sybil, 

— - — Via  hrima  falutis% 

Quod  minimi:  reris ,  Grain  [landctur  ab  urbe. 

The  elegance  of  dyle  and  freedom 
of  argument  were  repelled  by  a 
fliield  of  prejudice.  I  ftill  revered 
the  character,  or  rather  the  names, 
of  the  faints  and  fathers  whom  Dr. 
Middleton  expofes;  nor  could  he 
dedrov  my  implicit  belief,  that  the 
gift  of  miraculous  powers  was  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  church,  during  the 
firft  four  or  five  centuries  of  chrifti- 
anity.  -But  I  was  unable  to  refill: 
the  weight  of  hidorical  evidence, 


that  within  the  fame  period  rnofl  of 
the  leading  do&rines  of  popery 
were  already  introduced  in  theory 
and  practice :  nor  was  my  conclu- 
fion  abfurd,  that  miracles  are  the 
teft  of  truth,  and  that  the  church 
mud  be  orthodox  and  pure,  which 
was  fo  often  approved  by  the  via¬ 
ble  interpolition  of  the  Deity.  The 
marvellous  tales  which  are  fo  boldly 
atteded  by  the  Bafils  and  Chry- 
foftams,  the  Audins  and  Jeroms, 
compelled  me  to  embrace  the  fupe- 
rior  merits  of  celibacy,  the  inftitu- 
tion  of  the  monadic  life,  the  life  of 
the  fign  of  the  crofs,  of  holy  oil, 
and  even  of  images,  the  invocation 
of  faints,  the  worfliip  of  relics,  the 
rudiments  of  purgatory  in  prayers 
for  the  dead,  and  the  tremendous 
myllery  of  the  facrifice  of  the  body 
and  blood  of  Chrili,  which  infen  - 
fibly  fwelled  into  the  prodigy  of 
tranfubflantiation.  In  thefe  difpoft- 
tions,  and  already  more  than  half  a 
convert,  I  formed  an  unlucky  in¬ 
timacy  with  a  young  gentleman  of 
our  college,  whofe  name  I  dial! 
fpare.  With  a  chara&er  lefs  refo- 
lute,  Mr.  ****  had  imbibed  the 
fame  religious  opinions  ;  and  fome> 
Pqpidi  books,  I  know  not  through 
what  channel,  were  conveyed  into 
his  pofTeliion.  I  read,  I  applauded, 
I  believed  :  the  Englifh  tranflations 
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of  two  famous  works  of  Boduet 
bifliop  of  Meaux,  the  Expo  lit  ion  of 
the  Catholic  Docdrine,  and  the 
Hi  dory  of  the  Protedant  Varia¬ 
tions,  atchieved  my  converdon, 
and  I  furely  fell  by  a  noble  hand.’5' 

“  No  fooner  had  I  fettled  my 
new  religion  than  I  refolved  to  pro- 
fefs  myfelf  a  catholic.  Youth  is 
dncere  and  impetuous  ;  and  a  mo¬ 
mentary  glow  of  enthuliafm  had 
railed  me  above  all  temporal  con- 
liderationsV 

u  In  my  lad  excurdon  to  Lon¬ 
don,  I  addrelfed  myfelf  to  Mr. 

Lewis, 
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Lewis,  a  Roman  catholic  bookfeller  a  new  plan  of  education,  and  to  de¬ 
in  Rufleli-Rreet,  Covent  Garden,  vife  fome  method  which,  if  polfible, 
who  recommended  me  to  a  prieR,/  might  effeft  the  cure  of  my  fpiri- 
of  whofe  name  and  order  I  am  at  tual  malady.  After  much  debate  it 
prefent  ignorant.  In  our  firR  in*  was  determined,  from  the  advice 
terviewhe  foon  difcovered  that  per-  and  perfonai  experience  of  Mr. 
fuafion  was  needlefs.  After  found-  Eliot  (now  lord  Eliot)  to  fix  me, 
ing  the  motives  and  merits  of  my  during  fome  years,  at  Laufanne  in 
converfion,  he  confented  to  admit  Switzerland.  Mr.  Frey,  a  Swifs 
me  into  the  pale  of  the  church  ;  gentleman  of  Bafil,  undertook  the 
and  at  his  feet,  on  the  eighth  of  June  conduct  of  the  journey;  we  left 
1753,  I  folemnly,  though  privately,  London  the  19th  of  June,  eroded 
abjured  the  errors  of  herefy.  The  the  fea  from  Dover  to  Calais,  tra- 
feduftion  of  an  Englifli  youth'  of  veiled  port  through  feveral  pro- 
family  and  fortune  was  an  aft  of  as  vinces  of  France,  by  the  direft: 
much  danger  as  glory ;  but  he  brave-  road  of  St.  Quentin,  Rheims, 
ly  overlooked  the  danger,  of  which  Langres,  and  Befangon,  and  ar- 
I  was  not  then  fufficiently  inform-  rived  the  30th  of  June  at  Laufanne, 
ed.  4  Where  a  perfon  is  recon-  where  I  was  immediately  fettled  un* 
4  died  to  the  fee  of  Rome,  or  pro-  der  the  roof  and  tuition  of  Mr.  Pa* 
4  cures  others  to  be  reconciled,  the  villiard,  a  CalviniR  miniRer. 

4  offence  (fays  Black  Ron  e)  amounts  44  The  firR  marks  of  my  father’s 

4  to  high  treafon.*  And  if  the  hu-  difpleafure  rather  aRonifhed  thaa 
inanity  ,  of  the  age  would  prevent  affliftedme:  when  he  threatened  to 
the  execution  of  this  fangu  inary  Ra-  banifii,  and  difown,  and  difinherit 
tute,  there  were  other  laws  of  a  a  rebellious  fon,  I  cheriflied  a  fe- 
lefs  odious  caR,  which  condemned  cret  hope  that  he  would  not  be  able 
the  prieR  to  perpetual  imprifon-  or  willing  to  effeft  his  menaces  ; 
ment,  and  transferred  the  profe-  and  the  pride  of  confcience  encou- 
lyte’s  eRate  to  his  neareR  relation,  raged  meto'fuftain  the  honourable 
An  elaborate  controverfial  epiRle,  and  important  part  which  I  was 
-  approved  by  my  direftor,  and  ad-  now  afting.  My  fpirits  were  raiL 
dreRed  to  my  father,  announced  ed  and  kept  alive  by  the  rapid  mo* 
and  juRified  the  Rep  which  I  had  tion  of  my  journey,  the  new  and 
taken.  My  father  was  neither  a  bi-  various  feenes  of  the  continent,  and 
got  nor  a  philofopher;  but  his  af-  the  civility  of  Mr.  Frey,* a  man  of 
feftion  deplored  the  lofs  of  an  only  fenfe,  who  was  not  ignorant  of 
fon;  and  his  good  fenfe  was  aRo-  books  or  the  world.  But  after  he 
nifhed  at  my  Rrange  departure  from  had  refigned  me  into  Pavilliard’s 
the  religion  of  my  country.  In  hands,  and  I  was  fixed  in  my  new 
the  firR  fally  of  paffion  he  divulged  habitation,  I  had  leifure  to  contem* 
a  fecret  which  prudence  might!  plate  the  Rrange  and  melancholy 
have  fuppreffed,  and  the  gates  of  profpeft  before  me.  My  firR  com* 
Magdalen  College  were  for  ever  plaint  arofe  from  my  ignorance  'of 
ihut  againR  my  return.”  the  language.  In  my  childhood  I 

44  After  carrying  me  to  Putney,  had  once  Rudied  the  French  gram- 
to  the  houfe  of  his  friend  Mr.  Mai-  mar,  and  I  could  imperfectly  un- 
let,  by  whofe  philofophy  I  was  ra-  derRana  the  eafy  profe  of  a  familiar 
ther  fcandalized  than  reclaimed,  it  fubjeft.  But  when  I  was  thus  fud- 
was  necefiary  for  my  father  to  form  denly  caft  on  a  foreign  land,  I 
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found  myfelf  deprived  of  the  ufe  of 
fpeech  and  of  hearing ;  and,  during 
fome  weeksj  incapable  not  only  of 
Enjoying  the  pleafures  of  converfa- 
tion,  but  even  of  afikine  or  an- 
fwering  a  quedion  in  the  common 
Sntercourfe  of  life.  To  a  home* 
bred  Englishman  every  object,  eve¬ 
ry  ttidom  was  offenfive;  but  the 
native  of  any  country  might  have 
been  difguded  with  the  general  a- 
fpecl  of  Ins  lodging  and  entertain¬ 
ment.  I  had  now  exchanged  my 
elegant  apartment  in  Magdalen  Col¬ 
lege,  for  a  narrow,  gloomy  flreet, 
the  moll  unfrequented  of  an  dn- 
fiandfome  town,  for  an  old  incon¬ 
venient  lioiife,  and  for  a  fmall 
chamber  ill-contrived  and  ill-fur- 
nilhed,  which,  on  the  approach  of 
winter,  in  dead  of  a  companionable 
fire,  mull  be  warmed  by  the  dull 
invisible,  heat  of  a  dove.  From  a 
man  1  was  again  degraded  to  the 
oependance  of  a  fchool-boy.  Mr. 
Pavilliard  managed  my  expenCes, 
which  had  been  reduced  to  a  dimi¬ 
nutive  date :  1  received  a  fmall 
monthly  allowance  for  my  pocket- 
money  ;  and  helplefs  and  awkward 
as  I  have  ever  been,  I  no  longer  en- 
joyed  the  indifpenfable  comfort  of 
a  fervant.  My  condition  feemed 
as  deditute  of  hope,  as  it  was  de¬ 
void  of  pleafure  :  I  was  feparated 
for  an  indefinite,  which  appeared 
an  infinite  term  from  my  native 
country ;  and  I  had  lod  all  con¬ 
nection  with  my  catholic  friends. 
I  have  Since  refie&ed  with  furprife, 
that  as  the  Romilh  clergy  of  every 
part  of  Europe,  maintain  a  clofe 
correfpondence  with  each  other, 
they  never  attempted,  by  letters  or 
mefiages,  to  refcue  me  from  the 
hands  of  the  heretics,  or  at  lead  to 
confirm  my  zeal  and  condancy  in 
the  profeShon  of  the  faith.  Such 
was  my  flrd  introduction  to  Lau- 
fanneji  a  pkse  where  I  fpmt  nearly 


five  years  with  pleafure  and  profit* 
which  I  afterwards  revifited  with¬ 
out  compulfion,  and  which  I  have 
finally  feledted  as  the  mod  grateful 
retreat  for  the  decline  of  my  life. 

“  But  it  is  the  peculiar  felicity 
of  youth  that  the  mod  unpleafing 
objects  and  events  feldom  make  a 
deep  or  lading  impredion ;  it  forgets 
the  pad,  enjoys  the  prefent,  and  an¬ 
ticipates  the  future.  At  the  flexible 
age  of  fixteen  I  foon  learned  to  en¬ 
dure,  and  gradually  to  adopt,  the 
new  forms  of  arbitrary  manners  ; 
the  real  hardships  of  my  fituation 
were  alienated  by  time.  Had  I 
been  fent  abroad  in  a  morefplendid 
dyle,  fuch  as  the  fortune  and  boun¬ 
ty  of  my  father  might  have  fup* 
plied,  I  might  have  returned  home 
With  the  fame  dock  of  language 
and  fcience,  which  our  country¬ 
men  ufually  import  from  the  con¬ 
tinent.  Ail  exile  and  a  prifoner  as 
I  was,  their  example  betrayed  me 
into  fome  irregularities  of  wine,  of 
play,  and  of  idle  excurfions  s  but  I 
foon  felt  the  impofiibility  of  ado- 
dating  with  them  on  equal  terms ; 
and  after  the  departure  of  my  fird 
acquaintance,  I  held  a  cold  and 
civil  correfpondence  with  their  fuc- 
cedors.  This  feclufion  from  Eng- 
lidi  foclety  was  attended  with  the 
mod  folid  benefits.  In  the  Pays 
de  Vaud,  the  French  language  is 
iifed  with  lefs  imperfection  than  in 
mod  of  the  didailt  provinces  of 
France:  in  Pavilliard’s  family,  lie- 
cedity  compelled  me  to  liden  and 
to  fpcak ;  and  if  I  was  at  fird  dif- 
Eeartened  by  the  apparent  flOwnefsj 
in  a  few  months  1  was  adoniflied  by 
the  rapidity  of  my  progrefs.  My 
pronunciation  was  formed  by  thfi 
eondant  repetition  of  the  fame 
founds ;  the  variety  of  words  and 
idioms,  the  rules  of  grammar,  and 
diftinCtions  of  genders,  were  im- 
preffed  in  my  memory  ?  eafe  and 
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freedom  were  obtained  by  praCHce; 
correCtnefs  and  elegance  by  la¬ 
bour;  and  before  I  was  recalled 
home,  French,  in  which  I  fponta- 
neoufly  thought,  was  more  familiar 
than  Englifli  to  my  ear,  my  tongue, 
and  my  pen.  The  firft  effeCt  of 
this  opening  knowledge  was  the 
revival  of  my  love  of  reading, 
which  had  been  chilled  at  Oxford; 
and  I  foon  turned  Over,  without 
much  choice,  almoft  all  the  French 
books  in  my  tutor’s  library.  Even 
thefe  amufements  were  productive 
of  real  advantage:  my  tafte  and 
judgment  were.no. w  fomewhat riper, 
X  was  introduced  to  a  new  mode 
of  ftyle  and  literature  :  by  the  com¬ 
panion  of  manners  and  opinions, 
my  views  were  enlarged,  my  pre¬ 
judices  were  corrected,  and  a  copi¬ 
ous  voluntary  abltraCt  of  the  Hif- 
toire  de  1’Eglife  et  de  l’Empire,  by 
Ie  Sueur,  may  be  placed  in  a  middle 
line  between  my  childifli  and  my 
manly  ftudies.  As  foon  as  I  was 
able  to  converfe  with  the  natives,, 
I  began  to  feel  fome  fatisfa&ion  in 
their  company :  my  awkward  ti¬ 
midity  was  poiifhed  and  embolden¬ 
ed  ;  and  I  frequented,  for  the  firft 
time,  aftemblies  of  men  and  wo¬ 
men.  The  acquaintance  of  the  Pa- 
villiards  prepared  me  by  degrees 
for  more  elegant  fociety.  I  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  kindnefs  and  indul¬ 
gence  in  the,  beft  families  of  Lau- 
fanne ;  and  it  was  in  one  of  thefe 
that  I  formed  an  intimate  and  lad¬ 
ing  connection  with  Mr.  Deyver- 
dun,  a  young  man  of  an  amiable 
*  temper  and  excellent  imderftand- 
ing.  In  the  arts  of  fencing  and 
dancing,  fmall  indeed  was  my  pro¬ 
ficiency  ;  and;  fonge  months  were 
idly  wafted  in  the  riding-fchool. 
My  unfit  nefs  to  bodily  exercife  re¬ 
conciled  me  to.  a  fedentary  life,  and 
the  horfe>  the  favourite  of  my  conn- 
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trymen,  never  contributed  to  the 
pftafures  of  my  youth. 

u  My  obligations  to  the  leffons 
of  Mr.  Pavilliard,  gratitude  will  not 
Puffer  me  to  forget ;  he  was  endow-, 
ed  with  a  clear  head  and  a  warm 
heart ;  his  innate  benevolence  had 
affuaged  the  fpirit  of  the  church; 
he  was  rational,  becaufe  lie  was 
moderate  ;  in  the  courfe  of  his  {In¬ 
dies  he  had  acquired  a  juft  though 
fuperficial  knowledge  of  moft 
branches  of  literature ;  by  long 
praCtice,  he  was  {killed  in  the  arts 
of  teaching  ;  and  he  laboured  with 
aftiduous  patience  to  know  the  cha¬ 
racter,  gain  the  affeCtion,  and  open 
the  mind  of  his  Englifti  pupil,  As 
foon  as  we  began  to  underhand 
each  other,  he  gently  led  me,  from 
a  blind  and  undiftinguiihitig  love 
of  reading,  into  the  path  of  in- 
ftruCtion.  I  conferred  with  plea- 
Pure  that  a  portion  of  the  morning- 
hours  ftiouid  be  confecrated  to  a, 
plan  of  modern  hiltory  and  geo¬ 
graphy,  and  to  the  critical  perufai 
of  the  French  and  Latin  daffies; 
and  at  each  ftep  I  felt  myfelr  invi¬ 
gorated  by  the  habits  of  application 
and  method,  His  prudence  re- 
preffed  and  difiembled  fome  youth¬ 
ful  Pallies  ;  and  as  foon  as  I  was 
confirmed  in  the  habits  of  induftry 
and  temperance,  he  gave  the  reins 
into  my  own  hands.  His  favour¬ 
able  report  of  my  behaviour  and 
progrefs  gradually  obtained  pome 
latitude  of  action  and  expence ; 
and  he  wifhed  to  alleviate  the  hard- 
fliips  of  my  lodging  and  entertain¬ 
ment.  The  principles  of  philoficK 
phy  were  affociated  with  the  ex¬ 
amples  of  tafte ;  and  by  a  lingulas? 
chance,  the  book,  as  well  as  the 
man,  which  contributed  the  mold 
effectually  to  iliy  education,  has. 
a  ftronger  claim  on  my  gratitude 
than  on  my  admiration.  Mr,.  De 
J).  £  Croufas^ 


[54]  Particulars  of  the  earlier  Years  of  Mr.  Gibbon. 


Croufaz,  the  adverfary  of  Bayle 
and  Pope,  is  not  diftinguifhed  by 
lively  fancy  or  profound  reflection; 
and  even  in  his  own  country,  at  the 
end  of  a  few  years,  his  name  and 
writings  are  almoft  obliterated. 
But  his  philofophy  had  been  form¬ 
ed  in  the  fchool  of  Locke,  his  di¬ 
vinity  in  that  of  Limborch  and  Le 
Clerc ;  in  a  long  and  laborious  life, 
feveral  generations  of  pupils  were 
taught  to  think,  and  even  to  write; 
his  leffons  refcued  the  academy  of 
Laufanne  from  Calviniftic  preju¬ 
dice;  and  he  had  the  rare  merit  of 
diffufing  a  more  liberal  fpirit  among 
the  clergy  and  people  of  the  Pays 
de  Vaud.  His  fyftem  of  logic, 
which  in  the  laft  editions  has  fwel- 
led  to  fix  tedious  and  prolix  vo¬ 
lumes,  may  be  praifed  as  a  clear 
and  methodical  abridgment  of  the 
art  of  reafoning,  from  our  fimple 
ideas  to  the  molt  complex  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  human  underftanding. 
This  fyftem  I  fiudied,  and  medi¬ 
tated,  and  abftraCted,  till  I  have 
obtained  the  free  command  of  an 
univerfal  inflrument,  which  I  foon 
prefumed  to  exercife  on  my  catho¬ 
lic  opinions.  Pavilliard  was  not 
unmindful  that  his  firft  talk,  his 
moft  important  duty,  was  to  reclaim 
me  from  the  errors  of  popery. 
The  intermixture  of  feCh  has  ren¬ 
dered  the  Swifs  clergy  acute  and 
learned  on  the  topics  of  contro- 
verfy ;  and  I  have  fome  of  his  let¬ 
ters  in  which  he  celebrates  the  dex¬ 
terity  of  his  attack,  and  my  gradual 
conceflions,  after  a  firm  and  well- 
managed  defence.  I  was  willing, 
and  I  am  now  willing,  to  allow  him 
a  handfome  fhare  of  the  honour  of 
my  conversion  :  yet  I  muft  obferve, 
that  it  was  principally  effected  by 
my  private  reflections ;  and  I  ftili 
remember  my  folitarv  tranfport  at 
the  difcovery  of  a  philofophical  ar¬ 
gument  againlt  the  doCtrine  of 


tranfubffantiation  :  that  the  text  of 
fcripture,  which  leems  to  inculcate 
the  real  prefence,  is  attefted  only  by 
a  Angle  fenfe — our  fight ;  while  the 
real  prefence  itfelf  is  disproved  by 
three  of  our  fenfes — the  fight,  the 
touch,  and  the  tafte.  The  various 
articles  of  the  Romifli  creed  difap- 
peared  like  a  dream  ;  and  after  a 
full  conviCfion,  on  Chriftmas-day 
i  754,  I  received  the  facrament  in 
the  church  of  Laufanne.  It  was 
here  that  I  fufpended  my  religious 
inquiries,  acquiefcin^  with  impli¬ 
cit  belief  in  the  tenets  and  my  Ae¬ 
ries,  which  are  adopted  by  the  ge¬ 
neral  corifent  of  catholics  and  pro- 
teftants. 

u  Such,  from  my  arrival  at  Lau¬ 
fanne,  during  the  firft  eighteen  or 
twenty  months  (July  i  753 — March 
1755),  were  my  ufeful  ftudies,  the 
foundation  of  all  my  future  im¬ 
provements.  But  every  man  who 
rifes  above  the  common  level  has 
received  two  educations :  the  firft 
from  his  teachers;  the  fecond,  more 
perfonal  and  important,  from  him- 
felf.  He  will  not,  like  the  fana¬ 
tics  of  the  laft  age,  define  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  grace  ;  but  he  cannot  for¬ 
get  the  aera  of  his  life,  in  which  his 
mind  has  expanded  to  its  proper 
form  and  dimenfions.  My  worthy 
tutor  had  the  good  fenfe  and  mo- 
defty  to  difcern  how  far  he  could 
be  ufeful :  as  foon  as  he  felt  that  I 
advanced  beyond  his  fpeed  and 
meafure,  he  wifely  left  me  to  my 
genius ;  and  the  hours  of  leflon 
were  foon  loft  in  the  voluntary  la¬ 
bour  of  the  whole  morning,  and 
fometimes  of  the  whole  day.  The 
defire  of  prolonging  my  time,  gra¬ 
dually  confirmed  the  falutary  habit 
of  early  rifing ;  to  which  I  have 
always  adhered,  with  fome  regard 
to  feafons  and  fituations ;  but  it  is 
happy  for  my  eyes  and  my  health, 
that  my  temperate  ardour  has  never 
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been  feduced  to  trefpafs  on  the 
hours  of  the  night.  During  the 
Taft  three  years  of  my  refidence  at 
Laufanne,  I  may  aflame  the  merit 
of  ferious  and  foiid  application  ; 
but  I  am  tempted  to  diftinguifh  the 
laft  eight  months  of  the  year  1755, 
as  the  period  of  the  moft  extraor¬ 
dinary  diligence  and  rapid  progrefs. 
In  my  French  and  Latin  tranfla- 
tions  I  adopted  an  excellent  me¬ 
thod,  which,  from  my  own  fuc- 
eefs,  I  would  recommend  to  the 
imitation  of  ftudents.  I  chofe 
fome  claffic  writer,  fuch  as  Cicero 
and  Vertot,  the  moft  approved  for 
purity  and  elegance  of  ftyle.  I 
tranflated,  for  inftance,  an  epiftle 
of  Cicero  into  French;  and  after 
throwing  it  afide,  till  the  words 
and  phrafes  were  obliterated  from 
my  memory,  I  re-tranflated  my 
French  into  fuch  Latin  as  I  could 
find  ;  and  then  compared  each  fen- 
tence  of  my  imperfedf  verfion,  with 
the  eafe,  the. grace,  the  propriety  of 
the  Roman  orator.  A  fimilar  ex¬ 
periment  was  made  on  feveral  pages 
of  the  Revolutions  of  Yertot ;  1 
turned  them  into  Latin,  returned 
them  after  a  fuflicient  interval  into 
my  own  French,  and  again  fcruti- 
nized  the  refemblance  and  diflimi- 
litudp  of  the  copy  and  the  original. 
By  degrees  I  was  lefs  afhamed,  by 
degrees  I  was  more  fatisfied  with 
myfelf;  and  I  perfevered  in  the 
pradtice  of  thefe  double  tranfla- 
tions,  which  filled  feveral  books, 
till  I  had  acquired  the  knowledge 
of  both  idioms,  and  the  command 
at  leaft  of  a  correct  ftvle.  This 
ufeful  exercife  of  writing  was  ac¬ 
companied  and  fucceeded  by  the 
more  pleafing  occupation  of  read¬ 
ing  the  beft  authors.  The  perufal 
of  the  Roman  claftics  was  at  once 
my  exercife  and  reward.  Dr.  Mid¬ 
dleton’s  Hiftory,  which  I  then  ap¬ 
preciated  above  its  true  value,  na¬ 


turally  directed  me  to  the  writings 
of  Cicero.  The  moft  perfedf  edi¬ 
tions,  that  of  Olivet,  which  may 
adorn  the  fhelves  of  the  rich,  that 
of  Ernefti,  which  fhouid  lie  on  the 
table  of  the  learned,  were  not  in 
my  power.  For  the  familiar  e- 
piftles  I  ufed  the  text  and  Engiifh 
commentary  of  bifhop  Rofs :  but 
my  general  edition  was  that  of  Ver- 
burgius,  publifhed  at  Amfterdamin 
two  large  volumes  in  folio,  with  an 
indifferent  choice  of  various  notes.  I 
read  with  application  and  pleafure, 
all  the  epiftlcs,  all  the  orations,  and 
the  moft  important  treadles  of  rhe--' 
toric  and  philofophy ;  and  as  I  read, 
lapplauded  theobfervatio,n  of  Quin- 
tilhaij,  that  every  ftudent  may  judge 
of  his  own  proficiency,  by  the  fa- 
tisfadfion  which  he  receives  from 
the  Roman  orator.  I  tafted  the 
beauties  of  language,  I  breathed 
the  fpirit  of  freedom,  and  I  im¬ 
bibed  from  his  precepts  and  exam¬ 
ples  the  public  and  private  fenfe  of 
a  man.  Cicero  in  Latin,  and  Xe¬ 
nophon  in  Greek,  are  indeed  the 
two  ancients  whom  I  would  firlt 
propofe  to  a  liberal  fcholar;  not 
only  for  the  merit  of  their  ftyle  and 
fentiments,  but  for  the  admirable 
lefl’ons,  which  may  be  applied  al- 
moft  to  every  fltuation  of  public 
and  private  life.  Cicero’s  Epiftles 
may  in  particular  afford  the  models 
of  every  form  of  correfpondence, 
from  the  carelefs  effufions  of  ten- 
dernels  and  friendfhip,  to  the  well- 
guarded  declaration  of  difcreet  and 
dignified  refentment.  After  fini fif¬ 
ing  this  great  author,  a  library  of 
eloquence  and  reafon,  I  formed  a 
more  extenfive  plan  of  reviewing 
the  Latin  claftics,  under  the  four 
divifions  of,  1.  hiftorians,  2.  poets, 
3.  orators,  and  4.  philofophers,  in 
a  chronological  feries,  from  the 
days  of  Plautus  and  Sallufty  to  the 
decline  of  the  language  and.  empire 
•  D  4  of 
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Rome;  and  this  plan,  in  the  laft 
tvyenty-fev.en  months  of  my  reft- 
deuce  at  Laufanne  (January  1756 
—April  1758),  I  nearly  accpm- 
plifhed.  Nor  was  this  review, 
however  rapid,  either  hafty  or  fu- 
perficial,  1  indulged  myfelf  in  a 
fecond  and  even  a  third  perufal  of 
Terence,  Virgil,  Horace,  Tacitus, 
&c.  and  ftudied  to  imbibe  the  fenfe 
and  fpirit  moft  congenial  to  my 
own.  *  I  never  fuffered  a  difficult 
or  corrupt  palfage  to  efcape,  till  I 
had  viewed  it  'in  every  light  of 
which  it  was  fufceptible:  though 
often  difappointed,  I  always  con- 
fulted  the  mod  learned  or  ingeni¬ 
ous  commentators,  Torrentius  and 
Hacier  on  Horace,  Catrou  and  Ser- 
yius  on  Virgil,  Lipftus  on  Tacitus, 
Meziriac  on  Ovid,  &c. ;  and  in  the 
ardour,  of  my  inquiries,  I  embraced 
a  large  circle  of  hiftorical  and  cri¬ 
tical  erudition.  My  abftradts  of 
each  book  were  made  in  the  French 
language  :  my  obfer  vat  ions  often 
branched  into  particular  eftays ; 
and  I  can  ftill  read,  without  con¬ 
tempt,  a  diflertation  of  eight  folio 
pages  on  eight  lines  287—294)  of 
the  fourth  Georgic  of  Virgil.  Mr. 
f)ey  verdun,  my  friend*  whofe  name 
will  be  frequently  repeated,  had 
joined  with  equal  zeal,  though  not 
With  equal  perfeverance,  in  the 
fame  undertaking.  To  him  every 
thought,  every  compofttion,  was 
Inftantly  communicated  ;  with  him 
I  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  a  free  con- 
verfation  on  the  topics  of  our  com¬ 
mon  {Indies. 

44  But  it  is  fcarcely  poftible  for  a 
mind  endowed  with  any  a£tive  cu- 
t|ofity  to  be  long  converfant  with 
the  Latin  claifics,  without  afpirihg 
to  know  the  Greek  originals,  whom 
they  celebrate  as  their  mafters,  and' 
of  whom  they  fo  warmly  recom¬ 
mend  the  ft udy  and  imitation  $ 
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— —  Vos  exemjilaria  Grata 

No  clam  a  verjate  manu ,  verjate  diumd. 

44  It  was  now  that  I  regretted 
the  early  years  which  had  been 
wafted  in  ftcknefs  or  idlenefs,  ox 
mere  idle  reading ;  that  I  con¬ 
demned  the  perverfe  method  of  our, 
fchoolmafters,  who,  by  firft  teach.? 
ing  the  mother- language,  might 
defcend  with  fo  much  eafe  and  per-' 
fpicuity  to  the  origin  and  etymo¬ 
logy  of  a  derivative  idiom.  In  the 
nineteenth  year  of  my  age  I  deter¬ 
mined  to  fupply  this  dtfedl;  and 
the  leftons  of  Pavilliard  again  con¬ 
tributed  to  fmooth  the  entrance  of 
the  way,  the  Greek  alphabet,  the 
grammar,  and  the  pronunciation 
according  to  the  French  accent.. 
At  my  earned  requeft  we  prefumed 
to  open  the  Iliad ;  and  j  had  the 
pleafure  of  beholding,  though 
darkly  and  through  a '  glafs,  the 
true  image  of  Homer,  whom  5 
had  long  ftn<pe  admired  in  an  Eng-' 
iifh  drefs.  After  my  tutor  had  left 
me  to  myfelf,  I  worked  my  way 
through  about  half  the  Iliad,  and 
afterwards  interpreted  alone  a  large- 
portion  of  Xenophon  and  Hero¬ 
dotus.  But  my  ardour,  deftitute  of 
aid  and  emulation,  was  gradually5 
cooled,  and,  from  the  barren  tafiq 
of  fearching  words  in  a  lexicon,  I 
withdrew  to  the  free  and  familiar 
converfatipn  of  Virgil  and  Tacitus. 
Yet  in  my  residence  at  Laufanne  £ 
had  laid  a  folid  .foundation,  which 
enabled  me,  in  a  more  propitious 
feafon,  to  profecute  the  •  ft  udy  off 
Grecian  literature. 

V  y  : 

44  From  a  blind  idea  of  the  ufe^ 
fulnefs  of  fuch  abftraci  fcience,  my 
father  had  been  deftrous,  and  everp 
prefting,  that  I  ihould  devote  fome 
time  to  the  mathematics ;  nor  coul(f 
I  rtfufe  to  comply  with  fo  reafon-1 
able  a  wifh.  During  two  winters 
I  amended  the  private  lefiiires  of 

mopfteuv 
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infleur  de  Traytorrens,  who  ex- 
ined  the  elements  of  algebra  and 
)metry,  as  far  as  the  conic  fec- 
qs  of  the  marquis  de  PHopital, 
1  appeared  fatisfied  with  my  di- 
mce  and  improvement.  But  as 
childidi  propenfity  for  numbers 
1  calculations  was  totally  ex- 
61,  I  was  content  to  receive  the 
five  impreffion  of  my  profeflbr’s 
tures,  without  any  affcive  exer- 
;  of  my  own  powers.  As  foon 
I  underdood  the  principles,  I 
nqn  idled  for  ever  the  purfuit  of 
mathematics  ;  nor  can  I  lament 
t  I  defided,  before  my  mind  was 
dened  by  the  habit  of  rigid  de- 
ndration,  fo  dedrufiive  of  the 
?r  feelings  of  moral  evidence, 
ich  mud,  however,  determine 
aflions  and  opinions  of  our 
;s.  J  lidened  with  more  plea- 
e  to  the  propofal  of  dying  the 
of  nature  and  nations,  which 
>  taught  in  the  academy  of  Lau- 
ne  by  Mr.  Vicat,  a  profeffor  of 
le  learning  and  reputation.  But, 
:ead  of  attending  his  public  or 
vate  courfe,  I  preferred  in  my 
fet  the  tefTpns  of  his  maders, 
i  my  own  reafon.  Without  be- 
difguded  by  Grotiusor  Puffen- 
f,  I  dudied  in  their  writings  the 
ies  of  a  man,  the  rights  of  a  ci- 
:n,  the  theory  of  judice  (it  is, 
>!  a  theory),  and  the  laws  of 
ce  or  war,  which  have  had  fome 
uence  on  the  practice  of  modern 
rope.  My  fatigues  were  alle* 
ted  by  the  good  fenfe  of  their 
nmentator  Barbeyrac.  Locke’s 
?atife  of  Government  indrudled 
in  the  knowledge  of  whig  prin- 
les,  which  are  rather  founded  in 
fon  than  experience;  but  my  de- 
it  was  in  the  frequent  perufal 
Montelquien,  whofe  energy  of 
e,  and  boldnefs  of  hypothefis, 
re  powerful  to  awaken  and  di¬ 
late  the  genius  of  the  age.  The 


logic  of  De  Croufaz  had  prepared 
me  to  engage  with  his  mader  Locke, 
and  his  antagonid  Bayle  ;  of  whom 
the  former  may  be  ufed  as  a  bridie, 
and  the  latter  applied  as  a  fpur,  to. 
the  curiofity  of  a  young  philofo- 
pher.  According  to  the  nature  of 
their  refpeffive  works,  the  fchools 
of  argument  and  obje6fion,  I  care¬ 
fully  went  through  the  Eflay  on 
Human  Underdanding,  and  occa^ 
fionaliy  confulted  the.  mod  inte- 
refting  articles  of  the  Philofophic 
Diffionary.  In  the  infancy  of  my 
reafon  I  turned  over,  as  an  idle 
amufement,  the  mod  ferious  and  im¬ 
portant  treatife  :  in  its  maturity,  the 
rnod  trifling  performance  could  not 
exercife  my  tafle  or  judgment ;  and 
more  than  once  I  have  been  led  by 
a  novel  into  a  deep  and  indruftiye, 
train  of  thinking.  But  I  cannot 
forbear  to  mention  three  particular 
books,  fince  they  may  have  re¬ 
motely  contributed  to  form  the 
hidorian  of  the  Roman  empire.  1. 
From  the  Provincial  Letters  of 
Pafcal,  which  aimed  every  year  I 
have  perufed  with  new  pleafure,  I 
learned  to  manage  the  weapon  of 
grave  and  temperate  irony,  even  on 
fubjefis  of  eccledaftical  folemnity. 
2.  The  Life  of  J  Lilian,  by  the  Abbe 
de  la  Bleterie,  fird  introduced  me 
to  the  man  and  the  times and  b 
fliould  be  glad  to  recover  my  fird; 
eflav  on  the  truth  of  the  miracle 
which  dopped  the  re-building  of 
the  Temple  of  Jerufalem.  3.  In 
Giannone’s  Civil  Hiftory  of  Na~ 
pie  ,  I  obferved  with  a  critical  eye 
the  p'rogrefs  and  abiife  of  facerdo- 
tal  power,  and  the  revolutions  of 
Italy  in  the  darker  ages.  This  va¬ 
rious  reading,  which  I  now  con- 
duffed  with  difcretlon,  was  diged- 
ed,  according  to  the  precept  and, 
model  of  Mr.  Locke,  into  a  large, 
common-place  book;  a  praffice, 
however,  which  I  do  not  dreniH 

<011  fly 


[58]  Particulars  of  the  earlier  Years  of  Mr.  Girboi?. 

oufly  recommend.  The  a&ion  of  time ;  and  I  muft.  agree  with  ] 
the  pen  will  doubtlefs  imprint  an  Johnfon,  (Idler,  No.  74.)  4  t 
idea  on  the  mind  as  well  as  on  the  4  what  is  twice  read,  is  commoi 
paper :  but  I  much  queftion  whe-  4  better  remembered,  than  whal 
ther  the  benefits  of  this  laborious  4  tranfcribed.” 
method  are  adequate  to  the  wafte  of 
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MANNERS  of  NATIONS. 


CETCH  of  the  Manners  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Paramaribo,  the 
Capital  of  Surinam,  and  of  the  Planters  on  the  Eftates  ii}  the 
Country. 

[From  the  firfi  and  fecond  Volumes  of  Captain  Stedman’s-Nar? 
rative  of  a  Five  Years’  Expedition  againff  the  revolted 
Negroes  of  Surinam.] 

PARAMARIBO  is  a  very  lively  number  of  (laves  by  whom  they  are 
place,  the  ftreets  being  gene-  attended,  often  twenty  or  thirty  in 
lly  crouded  with  planters,  tailors,  one*  family.  White  fervants  are 
fdiers,  Jews,  Indians,  and  negroes,  feldom  to  be  met  wrich  in  this  co- 
hiie  the  river  is  covered  with  ca-  lony. 

aes,  barges,  &c.  conffantly  paffing  44  The  current  money,  as  I  have 
id  repaffing,  like  the  wherries  on  already  Rated,  are  itamped  cards  of 
le  Thames,  often,  accompanied  different  value,  from  five  (hillings 
ith  bands  of  mufic  ;  the  (hipping  to  fifty  pounds :  gold  and  filver  is 
fo  in  the  road,  adorned  with  their  fo  fcarce,  that  the  exchange  pre- 
ifferent  flags,  guns  firing,  &c. ;  mium  for  fpecie  is  often  above  ten 
ot  to  mention  the  many  groupes  per  .  cent.  A  bafe  Dantzic  coin, 
f  boys  and  girls  play in.g  in  the  called  a  bit,  value  fometmng  lefs 
^ter,  altogether  form  a  pleafing  than  fixpence,  is  alfo  current  in 
ppearance";  and  fuch  gaiety  and  Surinam.  Englifli  and  Poituguele 
ariety  of  objedts  ferve,  in  fome  coin  are  fometimes  met  witn,  but 
leafure,  to  compenfate  for  the  moftly  ufed  as  ornaments  by  the 
lany  inconveniences  of  the  cli-  IMulatto,  Saniboe,  Quadeioon,  and 
late.  Their  carriages  and  drefs  negrogirls.  The  negro  (laves  never 
re  truly  magnificent ;  (ilk  embroi-  receive  any  paper  money,  lor  as 
ery,  Genoa  velvets,  diamonds, gold  they  cannot  read,  they  do  not  un- 
nd  filver  lace,  being  daily  worn,  derftand  its  value  behdes,  in  theii 
nd  even  the  mafters  of  trading  hands,  it  would  be  liable  to  many 
hips,  appear  with  buttons  and  accidents,  from  fire  or  children,  and 
>uckles  of  folid  gold.  They  are  particularly  from  the  rats,  when  it 
qually  expenfive  at  their  tables,  becomes  a  little  gieafy.  . 
rhere  every  thing  that  can  be  called  44  This  town  is  wellfuppiied  with 
lelicate  is  produced  at  any  price,  provifions,  viz.  butchers’  meat, 
.nd  ferved  up  in  plate  and  china  fowls,  fiffi,  and  vemfon.  'v 
>f  the  neweft  fafliion,  and  mod  ex-  tables,  in  particular,  the  country 
juifite  workmanffiip.  But  nothing  abounds  with  :  befides  the  luxunes 
lifplays  the  luxury  of  the  inhabi-  peculiar  to  this  climate,  they  import 
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can  afford.  Provifions,  however, 
are  exceffively  dear  in  general,  ef- 
pecially  thofe  imported,  which  are 
moftiy  fold  by  the  Jews  and  maf- 
ters  of  blips.  The  fir  ft  enjoy  ex¬ 
traordinary  privileges  in  this  co¬ 
lony;  the  latter  eredt  temporary 
warehonfes  for  the  purpofe  of 
trade,  during  the  time  their  blips 
are  loading  with  the  productions  of 
the  climate.  Wheat  hour  is  fold 
from  four-pence  to  one  bulling  per 
pound  ;1  butter  two  biillings ;  but¬ 
chers’  meat  never  under  one  bul¬ 
ling,  and  often  at  one  bulling  and 
fix-pence;  ducks  and  fowls  from 
three  to  four  biillings  a  couple.  A 
bugle  turkey  has  coft  me  one  gui¬ 
nea  and  a  half;  eggs  are  fold  at  the 
rate  of  five,  and  European  potatoes 
twelve  for  fix -pence.  Wine  three 
biillings  a  bottle.  Jamaica  rum  a 
crown  a  gallon.  Fifh  and  vege¬ 
tables  are  cheap,  and  fruit  almoft 
for  nothing,  My  black  boy,  Qua- 
co,  has  often  brought  me  forty 
oranges  for  fix-pence,  and  half  a 
dozen  pine-apples  for  the  fame 
price;  while  limes  arid  tamarinds 
may  be  had  for  gathering.  Iioufe 
rent  is  exceffivelv  high.  A  fmall 
room  unfurnished  cofts  three  or 
four  guineas* a  month  ;  and  a  houfe 
with  two  apartments  on  a  boor  lets 
for  one  hundred  guineas  yearly. 
Shoes  fell  for  half-a-guinea  a  pair; 
and  a  fuit  of  cloaths,  with  filver 
binding,  has  coft  me  twenty  gui¬ 
neas,” 

44  The  whites  or  Europeans  in 
this  colony,  and  who  refide  princi¬ 
pally  in  the.,  town,  are  computed  at 
five  thoufand,  including  the  garri¬ 
son.  The  negro  baves  at  about  fe- 
yenty-five  thoufand.  The  military 
mount  guard  every  morning  at 
eight  o’clock,  in  the  fortrefs ;  but 
fhe  fafety  of  the  town,  is  entrufted 
t;o  the  burghers  or  militia,  who  keep 
watch  during  the  night.  At  fix 


o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  tb 
fame  hour  in  the  evening,  the  morr 
ing  and  evening  guns  are  fired  b 
the  commanding  blip  in  the  hai 
bour ;  at  the  evening  fignal,  all  tb 
bags  are  inftantly  lowered  on  boar 
the  different  veflels ;  their  bells  ar 
fet  a  ringing,  whilft  the  drums  an 
fifes  beat  the  tattoo  through  tb 
town.  The  watch  is  then  fet,  an 
no  negro  of  either  fex  is  allowed  t 
appear  in  the  ftreets  or  on  the  ri 
ver,  without  a  proper  pafs  figne 
by  his  owner;  without  this  he  i 
taken  up,  and  infallibly  flogged  th 
next  morning.  At  ten  at  night,  ; 
band  of  black  drums  beat  th 
burgher,  or  militia  retreat,  throug] 
the  ftreets  of  Paramaribo. 

4{  At  this  time  the  ladies  begin  t< 
make  their  appearance,  who  ar 
particularly  fond  of  a  tete-a-tete  b; 
moonlight,  when  they  entertair 
with  bierbet,  fangaree,  and  win< 
and  water;  beficles  the  mod  unre 
ferved  and  unequivocal  conver- 
fation  concerning  themfelves,  ai 
well  as  the  peculiar  qualification! 
of  their  hulbands,  and  the  fituation 
of  their  female  ftaves,  whom  they 
propofe  the  acceptance  of  to  the 
gentlemen  they  converfe  with,  at 
fo  much  per  week,  according  to 
their  own  eftimation.  Sometimes, 
placing  half  a  dozen  of  them  in  a 
row,  the  lady  fays,  <  Sir,  this  is  a 
4  callebafee ,  that  is  a  maid,  and  this 
4  is.  not.’  Thus  are  they  not  only 
unre  ferved  in  their  converfation, 
but  alfo  profufe  in  their  encomiums 
upon  fuch  gentlemen  as  have  the 
honour  of  their  inftrudtive  com¬ 
pany,  and  whofe  perfon  or  figure 
meets  with  their  approbation. 

44  They  are  alfo  rigid  difciplina- 
rians,  as  the  backs;  of  their  poor 
baves,  male  and  female,  fufficiently 
teftify.  Thus  e^ery  country  has. 
its  cuftoms,  and  from  thefe  cuftoms 
exceptions  are  to  be  made ;  for  J 
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t  known  ladies  in  Surinam, 

>fe  delicacy  and  polite  conver- 

in  would  have  graced  the  firft 

les  in  Europe.  Befides  the 

lfements  of  feafting,  dancing, 

ng,  and.  cards,  they  have  a  fmall 

itre,  where  the  inhabitants  of 

ion  a<ft  plays  for  their  own 

ifement,  and  that  of  their  friends. 

they  are  elegant  in  their  drefs,  fo 

1  keep  their  houfes  extremely 

in.  They  ufe  the  fined:  linen, 

uifitelv  well  w allied  with  Caftile 
* 

) ;  its  whitenefs  can  only  be 
ipared  to  mountain  fnow,  and 
ild  make  the  belt  bleached  li- 
in  Europe  appear  like  canvafsi 
sir  parlour  floors  are  always 
ared  with  four  oranges  cut 
)Ugh  the  middle,  which  gives 
houfe  an  agreeable  fragrance  : 
negro  girls,  taking  one  half  in 
hhand,  keepfinging  aloud  while 
y  rub  the  boards.  Such  is  the 
n,  and  fuch  are  the  inhabitant's 
Paramaribo,  the  capital  of  Sn ri¬ 
ft  ;  and  the  charadler  will  apply 
he  natives  of  all  the  Dutch  fet- 
nents  in  the  Weft  Indies.” 

4  A  planter  in  Surinam,  when  he 
:s  on  his  eftate,  (which  is  but 
lorn,  as  they  mo  illy  perefer  the 
iety  of  Paramaribo,)  gets  out  of 
hammock  with  the  riling  fun, 
.  about  fix  o’clock  in  the  morn- 
,  when  he  makes  his  appearance 
ler  the  piazza  of  his  houfe  ; 
ere  his  coffee  is  ready  waiting 
him,  which  he  generally  takes 
h  his  pipe,  inftead  of  toaft  and 
Ter ;  and  there  he  is  attended  by 
f  a  dozen  of  the  fined  young 
res,  both  male  and  female,  of  the 
ntation,  to  ferve  him  ;  at  this 
Hum  fanHorum  he  is  next  accoft- 
by  his  overfeer,  who  regularly 
mds  every  morning  at  his  levee} 
1  having  made  his  bows  at  feve- 
yard^  diftance,  with  the  moil 
refpe&  informs  his  great- 
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nefs,  what  work  was  done  the  day- 
before  ;  what  negroes  deferred,  died, 
fell  lick,  recovered^  were  bought, 
or  born ;  and,  above  all  things, 
which  of  them  neglefled  their 
work,  affedted  ficknefs,  or  had  been 
drunk,  or  abfent ,  &c. ;  the  prifonerS 
are  generally  prefent,  being  fecured 
by  the  negro-drivers,  and  inftantly 
tied  up  to  the  beams  of  the  piazza, 
or  a  tree,  without  fo  much  as  being 
heard  in  their  own  defence ;  when 
the  Hogging  begins,  with  men,  wo¬ 
men,  or  children,  without  ex¬ 
ception.  The  inffruments  of  tor-^ 
ture  on  thefe  occafions  ai*e  long 
hempen  whips,  that  cut' round  at 
every  lafh,  and  crack  like  piftol- 
fiiot ;  during  which  they  alternately 
repeat,  4  Dankee ,  majj'eraj  (Thank 
you,  mailer.)  In  the  mean  time, 
he  ftalks  up  and  down  with  his 
overfeer,  affecting  not  fo  much  as 
to  hear  their  cries,  till  they  are  fuf* 
ficiently  mangled,  when  they  are 
untied,  and  ordered  to  return  to 
their  work,  without  fo  much  as  a 
drelfing. 

44  This  ceremony  being  over, 
dreffy  negro  (a  black  furgeon)  conies 
to  make  his  report ;  who  being  dif- 
miffed  with  a  hearty  curfe,  for  al¬ 
lowing  any  Haves  to  be  lick,  next 
makes  her  appearance  a  fuperan- 
nuated  matron,  with  all  the  young 
negro  children  of  the  eftate,  over 
whom  fhe  is  govern efs ;  thefe,  being 
clean  waffled  in  the  river,  clap  their 
hands,  and  cheer  in  chorus,  when 
they  are  fent  away  to  breakfaft  on 
a  large  platter  of  rice  and  plantains  ; 
and  the  levee  ends  with  a  low  bow 
from  the  overfeer,  as  it  begun. 

44  His  w  or  lb  ip  now  faunters  out 
in  his  morning  dreftj  which  con- 
fids  of  a  pair  of  the  fineft  Holland 
trowfers,  white  filk  dockings,  and 
red  or  yellow  Morocco  flippers; 
the  neck  of  his  fliirt  open,  and  no¬ 
thing  over  itj  a  loofe  flowing  night- 
£  gown* 
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gown,  of  the  fineft  India  chintz, 
excepted.  On  his  head  is  a  cotton 
night-cap,  as  thin  as  a  cobweb,  and 
over  that  an  enormous  beaver  hat, 
that  proteds  his  meagre  vifage  from 
the  fun,  which  is  already  the  co¬ 
lour  of  mahogany,  while  his  whole 
carcafe  feldom  weighs -above  eight 
or  ten  ftone,  being  generally  ex- 
haufted  by  the  climate  and  diffi- 
pation. 

“  Having  loitered  about  his  e- 
ftate,  orfometimes  ridden  onhorfe- 
back  to  his  fields,  to  view  his  in- 
creating  (lores,  he  returns  about 
eight  o’clock,  when,  if  he  goes 
abroad,  he  dreffes,  but  if  not,  re¬ 
mains  juft  as  he  is.  Should  the 
firft  take  place,  having  only  ex¬ 
changed  his  trowfers  for  a  pair  of 
thin  linen  or  lilk  breeches,  he  fits 
down,  and  holding  out  one  foot 
after  the  other,  like  a  horfe  going 
to  be  (hod,  a  negro  boy  puts  on  his 
(lockings  and  (hoes,  which  he  alfo 
buckles,  while  another  dreffes  his 
hair,  his  wig,  or  fhaves  his  chin, 
and  a  third  is  fanning  him  to  keep 
off  the  mufquitoes.  Having  now 
fhifted,  he  puts  on  a  thin  coat  and 
waiftcoat,  all  white ;  when,  under 
an  umbrella,  carried  by  a  black 
boy,  he*  is  conduced  to  his  barge, 
which  is  in  waiting  for  him  with 
iix  or  eight  oars,  well  provided 
with  fruit,  wine,  water,  and  to¬ 
bacco,  by  his  overfeer,  who  no 
fooner  has  feen  him  depart,  than  he 
refumes  the  connYiand  with  all  the 
ufual  infolence  of  office.  But 
fhould  this  prince  not  mean  to  flir 
from  his  eflate,  he  goes  to  break- 
faft  about  ten  o’clock,  for  which  a 
table  is  fpread  in  the  large  hall,  pro¬ 
vided  with  a  bacon  ham,  hung  beef, 
fowls,  or  pigeons  broiled  ;  plantains 
and  lweet  caffavas  roafled  ;  bread, 
butter,  cheefe,  &c.  with  which;  he 
drinks  flrong  beer,  and  a  glafs  of 
Madeira,  Rhenifli,  or  Mazeil  wine. 


while  the  cringing  overfeer  fits 
the  farther  end,  keeping  his  prop 
diftance,  both  being  ferved  by  t 
rnoft  beautiful  flaves  that  can  1 
feleHed  :  and  this  is  called  brea 
ingthe  poor  gentleman’s  faft. 

“  After  this  he  takes  a  boo 
plays  at  chefs  or  billiards,  entertai 
himfelf  with  mufic,  See.  till  t 
heat  of  the  day  forces  him  to  retu 
into  his  cotton  hammock,  to  enj< 
his  meridian  nap,  which  he  cou 
no  more  difpenfe  with  than  a  Sp 
niard  with  his  Jiefia ,  and  in  whi< 
he  rocks  to  and  fro,  like  a  per fo 
mer  on  the  flack  rope,  till  he  fa 
afleep,  without  either  bed  or  cove 
ing;  and  during  which  time  he 
fanned  by  a  couple  of  his  bla< 
attendants,  to  keep  him  cool,  &c 

“  About  three  o’clock  he  awak 
by  natural  inftineft,  when,  havii 
walked  and  perfumed  himfelf, 
fits  down  to  dinner,  attended  as 
breakfaft  by  his  deputy  govern 
and  fable  pages,  where  nothing 
wanting  that  the  world  can  affo 
in  a  weftern  climate,  of  meat,  fow 
venifon,  fifh,  vegetables,  fruits,  & 
and  the  moft  exquifite  wines  a 
often fquandered  in  profufion:  aft 
this  a  cup  of  ftrong  coffee  and 
liqueur  finifh  the  repaft.  At  f 
o’clock  he  is  again  waited  on  l 
his  overfeer,  attended  as  in  tl 
morning  by  negj;o -drivers  and  pi 
foners,  when  the  flogging  on 
more  having  continued  for  fon 
time,  and  the  rieceffary  orders  beir 
given  for  the  next  day’s  work,  tl 
affembly  is  difmifled,  and  the  evei 
ing  fpent  with  weak  punch,  fang 
ree,  cards,  and  tobacco. — His  wo 
fliip  generally  begins  to  yawn  abo 
ten  or  eleven  o’clock,  when  he  wit: 
draws,  and  is  und  refled  by  his  ioo 
pages.  He  then  retires  to  rei 
where  he  paffes  the  night  in  tl 
arms  of  one  or  other  of  his  fab 
fultanas  (for  he  always  keeps  a  f 
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io)  till  about  fix  in  the  morning, 
in  he  again  repairs  to  his  piazza 
k,  where  his  pipe  and  coffee  are 
ting  for  him  ;  and  where,  with 
rifing  fun,  he  begins  his  round 
liflipation,  like  a  petty  monarch, 
iapricious  as  lie  is  defpotic  and 
aifeable. 

‘  Such  abfolute  power,  indeed, 
not  fail  to  be  peculiarly  delight- 
to  a  man,  who,  in  all  probabi- 
,  was  in  his  own  country,  Eu- 

e,  a - nothing. 

4  But,  in  this  colony,  this  is  too 
juently  the  cafe,  where  planta- 
is  are  fold  upon  credit,  and  left 
the  abfent  proprietor)  to  the 
>raifers,  who,  by  felling  cheap, 
e  generally  an  underftanding 
h  the  buyer. 

‘  Thefe  are  the  planters  who  are 
peft  of  the  colony  ;  fuch  as  the 
;  gentleman  jixfl  defcribed,  who, 
iie  he  lives  at  the  above  rate, 
s  nobody,  under  pretence  of 
t  crops,  mortality  amongft  the 
res,  &c.  but,  like  an  upftart  raf- 
,  maffacres  the  negroes  by  double 
our,  ruins  and  pillages  the  eflate 
ill  its  productions,  which  he  clan- 
tinely  fells  for  ready  money, 


makes  a  purfe,  and  runs  away.  Ex¬ 
ceptions,  however,  take  place  in 
every  circumftance  of  life  ;  and  I 
have  known  many  planters  in  Su¬ 
rinam  as  good  men  as  I  ever  would 
defire  to  be  acquainted  with,  which 
I  have  already  mentioned. 

44  As  for  the  ladies,  they  indulge 
themfelves  juft  as  much,  by  giving 
way  to  their  unbounded  paftions, 
and  efpeciallyto  the  moft  relentlefs 
barbarity.  But  while  I  can  bear 
witnefs  to  the  exalted  virtues  of 
fuch  a  woman  as  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Danforth,  now  Mrs.  Godfrey,  and 
a  few  more  whofe  characters  ftiine 
with  treble  luftre,  I  ftiall  draw  a 
veil  over  all  the  imperfections,  too 
common  to  their  lex  in  this  cli¬ 
mate.  Before  I  drop  this  fubjeCt, 
however,  I  mu  ft  atteft,  that  hofpi- 
tality  is  in  no  country  praCtifed 
with  greater  cordiality,  or  with  lefs 
ceremony,  a  ftranger  being  every 
where  at  home,  and  finding  his 
table  and  his  bed  at  whatever  eflate 
necelfity  or  choice  may  occafion 
him  to  vifit.  This  is  the  more  to 
be  regarded,  as  no  inns  are  to  be 
met  with  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
any  of  the  Surinam  rivers.” 


;scription  of  the  Persons,  Dispositions,  and  Customs,  of  the 
Northern  Indians,  in  the  Vicinity  of  the  British  Settlements 
n  Hudson’s  Bay. 

rom  Mr.  He  arne’s  Journey  from  Prince  of  Wales’s  Fort,  to 

the  Northern  Ocean.] 

AS  to  theperfons  of  the  Nor-  habit  the  weft  coaft  of  Hudfon’s 
them  Indians,  they  are  in  bay. 

leral  above  the  middle  fize;  44  Their  complexion  is  fomewhat 
11-proportioned,  ftrong,  and  ro-  of  the  copper  call,  inclining  rather 
ft,  but  not  corpulent.  They  do  toward  a  dingy  brown;  and  their 
t  polfefs  that  adivity  of  body,  hair,  like  all  the  other  tribes  in 
I  livelinefs  of  difpolition,  which  India,  is  black,  ftrong,  and  ftraight, 
:  fo  commonly  met  with  among  Few  of  the  men  have  any  beard  ; 
!  other  tribes  of  Indians  who  in-  this  feldom  makes  its  appearance 
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till  they  are  arrived  at  riliddle-age,  They  are  for  ever  pleading  pove 
and  then  is  by  no  means  equal  in  even  among  themfelves  ;  and  wi 
quantity  tb  what  is  obferved  oh  the  they  vifit  the  fadfory,  there  is 
faces  of  the  generality  of  Europe-  **6ne  of  them  who  has  not  athouf; 
ans;  the  little  they  have,  however*  wantk 

is  exceedingly  ftrong  and  briftly.  u  When  any  real  diftrefled 
Some  of  them*  take  but  little  pains  jefts  prefent  themfelves  at 
to  eradicate  their  beards,  though  it  Company’s  factory,  they  are  alw 
is  cbnfidered  as  very  unbecoming;  relieved  with  victuals,  clothes,  r 
and  thofe  who  do,  have  no  other  dicines,  and  every  other  necefii 
method  than  that  -of  pulling  it  out  gratis;  and,  in  return,  they  inftr 
by  the  roots  between  their  fingers  every  one  of  their  countrymen  h 
and  the  edge  of  a  blunt  knife,  to  behave,  in  order  to  obtain 
Neither  fex  have  any  hair  under  fame  charity.  Thus  it  is  very  cc 
their  arm- pits,  and  very  little  oh  moil  to  fee  both  men  and  won 
any  other  part  of  the  body,  parti-  come  to  the  fort  half  naked,  wl 
cularly  the  women  ;  but  on  the  either  the  fevere  cold  in  win 
place  where  nature  plants  the  hair,  or  the  extreme  troiibleforrlenefs 
I  never  knew  them  attempt  to  era-  the  flies  in  fummer*  make  it  nec 
dicate  it.  fary  for  every  part  to  be  cover 

<c  Their  features  are  peculiar,  and  On  thofe  occafions,  they  are  : 
different  from  any  other  tribe  in  dorn  at  a  lofs  for  a  plaufible  fto 
thofe  parts;  for  they  have  very  which  they  relate  as  the  occali 
low  foreheads,  fmali  eyes,  high  of  their  diftrefs*  (whether  real 
cheek-bones,  Roman  nofes,  full  pretended,)  and  never  fail  to  int 
cheeks,  and  in  general  long  broad  lard  their  hrftory  with  plenty 
chins.  Though  few  of  either  fex  fighs,  groans,  and  tears,  fometin 
are  exempt  from  this  national  fet  of  affecting  to  be  lame,  and  even  blii 
features,  yet  nature  feetris  to  be  in  order  to  excite  pity.  Indeed, 
more  frrict  in  her*  obfervance  of  know  of  no  people  who  have  mi 
it  among  the  females,  as  they  feb  command  of  their  paffions  on  fu 
dom  vary  fo  much  as  the  men.  occafions ;  arid  in  this  refped  1 
Their  ikins  are  foft,  fmooth,  and  women  exceed  the  men,  as  I  c 
poiilhed;  and  when  they  are  dreffed  affirm  with  truth  I  have  feen  fo 
in  clean  clothing,  they  are  as  freri  of  them  with  one  fide  of  the  f; 
from  an  offenfive  fmell  as  any  of  bathed  in  tears,  while  the  other  1 
the  human  race.  exhibited  a  fignificant  fmile..  Fa 

«  Every  tribe  of  Northern  In-  pretences  for  obtaining  charity  ; 
dians,  as  well  as  the  copper  and  fo  common  amdrig  thofe  peop 
dog-ribbed  Indians,  have  three  or  /  and  fo  often  detected,  that  the  £ 
four  parallel  Mack  firo.kes  marked  vernor  is  frequently  obliged  to  tu 
on  each  cheek;  which  is  performed  a  deaf  ear  to  many  who  apply  : 
by  entering  an  awl  or  needle  under  feljef ;  for  if  he  did  not,  he  mi£ 
the  Ikin,  and,  on  drawing  it  out  give  away  the  whole  of  the  coi 
again,  immediately  rubbing  pow-  pany’s  goods,  and  by  degrees 
dered  charcoal  into  the  wound.  the  northern  tribe  would  make 
«  Their  difpofitions  are  in  gene-  trade  of  begging,  inffead  of  brio 
ral  morofe  and  covetous,  and  they  ing  furrs,  to  purchafe  what  th 
feem  to  be  entirely  unacquainted  want.  It  may  truly  be  laid,  tl 
sygn  with  the  name  of  gratitude,  they  poffefs  a  conliderable  degi 
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of  deceit,  and  are  very  complete 
adepts  in  the  art  of  flattery,  which 
they  never  fpare,  as  long  as  they 
find  that  it  conduces  to  their  inte 
felt,  but  not  a  moment  longer. 
They  take  care  always  to  feem  at¬ 
tached  to  a  new  governor,  and 
flatter  his  pride,  by  telling  him  that 
they  look  up  to  him  as  the  father  of 
their  tribe,  on  whom  they  can 
fafely  place  their  dependance  ;  and 
they  never  fail  to  depreciate  the 
generality  of  his  predeCeffor,  how¬ 
ever  extenlive  that  might  have 
been,  however  humane  or  dilinte- 
refted  his  conduff ;  and  if  afperfing 
the  old,  and  flattering  the  new  go¬ 
vernor,  has  not  the  defired  effetft  in 
a  reafonable  time,  they  reprefent 
him  as  the  word  of  characters,  and 
tell  him  to  his  face  that  he  is  one 
of  the  moft  cruel  of  men  ;  that  he 
has  no  feeling  for  the  diftreffes  of 
their  tribe,  and  that  many  have  pe- 
rifhed  for  want  of  proper  affiftance 
(which,  if  it  be  true,  is  only  owing 
to  want  of  humanity  among  them- 
felves),  and  then  they  boaft  of 
having  received  teri  times  the  fa¬ 
vours  and  prefents  from  his  prede¬ 
Ceffor.  It  is  remarkable  that  thofe 
are  moft  lavifh  in  their  praifes,  who 
have  never  either  deferved  or  re¬ 
ceived  any  favours  from  him.  In 
time,  however,  this  language  alfo 
ceafes,  and  they  are  perfectly  re¬ 
conciled  to  the  man  whom  they 
would  willingly  have  made  a  fool, 
and  fay,  «  he  is  no  child,  and  not 
*  to  be  deceived  by  them.’' 

“  They  differ  fo  much  from  the 
reft  of  mankind,  that  harfli  uncotir- 
teous  ufage  feems  to  agree  better 
With  the  generality  of  them,  parti¬ 
cularly  the  lower  clafs,  than  mild 
treatment ;  for  if  the  leaft  refpedt 
be  fliewn  them,  it  makes  them  into  ¬ 
lerably  infolent ;  and  though  fome 
of  their  leaders  may  be  exempt 
from  this  imputation,  yet  there  are 
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but  few  even  of  them  who  have 
fenfe  enough  to  fet  a  proper  value 
on  the  favours  and  indulgences 
which  are  granted  to  them  while 
they  remain  at  the  company’s  fac¬ 
tories,  or  elfe where  within  their 
territories.  Experience  has  eon-' 
vinced  me,  that  by  keeping  a  nor¬ 
thern  Indian  at  a  diftance,  he  may 
be  made  ferviceable  both  to  hirn- 
felf  and  the  company  *  but  by 
giving  him  the  leaft  indulgence  at 
the  fadtory,  he  will  grow  indolent, 
inactive,  and  troublefome,  and  only 
contrive  methods  to  ■  tax  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  an  European. 

“  The  greateft  part  6f  thefe  peo¬ 
ple  never  fail  to  defraud  'Europeans 
whenever  it  is  in  their  power,  and 
take  every  method  to  over-reach 
them  in  the  way  of  trade.  They 
will  difguile  their  perfbns  and 
change  their  names,  in  order  to  de¬ 
fraud  them  of  their  lawful  debts, 
which  they  are  fomefcimes  permit¬ 
ted  to  contradf  at  the  company’s 
fa-ftory  ;  and  all  debts  that  are  out- 
ftanding  at  the  fucceffion  of  a  new 
governor  are  entirely  loft,  as  they 
always  declare,  and  bring  plenty  of 
witneffes  to  prove,  that  they  were 
paid  long  before,  but  that  their 
names  had  been  forgotten  to  be 
ftruck  out  of  the  book. 

il  Notwithstanding  all  thefe  bad 
qualities,  they  are  the  mi  Id  eft  tribe 
of  Indians'that  trade  at  any  of  the 
company’s  fettlements  ;  and  as  the 
grea'eft  part  of  them  are  never 
heated  with  liquor,  afe  always  in 
their  fenfesf  and  never  proceed  to 
riot,  or  any  violence  beyond  bad 
language. 

4£  The  men  are  in  general  very 
jealous  of  their  wives,  "and'  i  make 
no  doubt  but  the  fame  fpirit  reigns 
among  the  women  *.  but  they  "are 
kept  fo  much  in  awe  of  their  huff 
bands,  that  the  liberty  of  thinking 
is  the  greateft  privilege  they  enjov! 

£  *  The 
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The  prefence  of  a  northern  Indian 
man  ftrikes  a  peculiar  awe  into  his 
wives,  as  he  always  aftumes  the 
fame  authority  over  them  that  the 
matter  of  a  family  in  Europe  ufu- 
allydoes  over  his  domeftic  fervahtSi 

“  Their  marriages  are  not  at¬ 
tended  with  any  ceremony  ;  all 
matches  are  made  by  the  parents, 
or  next  of  kin.  On  thofe  occafionfc 
the  women  feem  to  have  no  choice* 
but  implicitly  obey  the  will  of  their 
parents,  who  always  endeavour  to 
marry  their  daughters  to  thofe  that 
feem  moft  likely  to  be  capable  of 
maintaining  them,  let  their  age, 
perfon,  or  difpotttion,  be  ever  fo 
defpicable. 

«  The  girls  are  always  betrothed 
when  children,  but  never  to  thofe 
of  equal  age,  which  is  doubtlefs 
found  policy  with  people  in  their 
lituation,  where  the  exittence  of  a 
family  depends  entirely  on  the  abi¬ 
lities  and  induttry  of  a  fingle  man. 
Children, as  they  juftly  obferve,  are 
lo  liable  to  alter  in  their  manners 
and  difpofition,  that  it  is  impoftible 
to  juage  from  the  actions  of  early 
youth  what  abilities  they  may  pof- 
fefs  when  they  arrive  at  piiberty. 
For  this  reafon  the  girls  are  often 
fo  difproportionably  matched  for 
age,  that  it  is  very  common  to  fee 
men  of  thirty -five  or  forty  years 
old  have  young  girls  of  no  more 
than  ten  dr  twelve,  and  fometimes 
much  younger.  From  the  early 
age  of  eight  or  nine  years,  they 
are  prohibited  by  cuftom  from 
joining  in  the  moft  innocent  a- 
muferhents  with  children  of  the 
dppofitefex;  fo  that,  when  fitting 
in  their  tents,  or  even  when  tra¬ 
velling,  they  are  watched  and  guard¬ 
ed  with  fuch  an  unremitting  atten¬ 
tion*  as  cannot  be  exceeded  by  the 
inoft  rigid  difcipline  of  an  Englitti 
boarding-fchool.  Cuftom,  how-1 
ever,  and  coaftani  example*  paake 


fuch  uncommon  reftraint  and  con* 
finement  fit  light  and  eafy  even  on 
children,  whofe  tender  ages  feem 
better  adapted  to  innocent  and 
chearful  amufement,  than  to  be 
cooped  up  by  the  fide  of  old  women, 
and  conftantly  employed  in  fcra- 
ping  fkins,  mending  ftioes,  and 
learning  other  domeftic  duties,  ne- 
ceftary  in  the  care  of  a  family. 

“  Notwithftanding  thofe  uncom¬ 
mon  reftraints  on  the  young  girls* 
the  eonduX  of  their  parents  is  by 
no  means  uniform  or  confident 
with  this  plan;  as  tftey  fet  no  bounds 
to  their  converfation,  but  talk  be¬ 
fore  them,  and  even  to  them,  on 
the  moft  indelicate  fubjeXs.  As 
their  ears  are  accuftomed  to  fuch 
language  from  their  earlieft  youth, 
this  has  by  no  means  the  fame 
effeX  on  them  it  would  have  on 
girls  born  and  educated  in  a  civi¬ 
lized  country,  where  every  care  is 
taken  to  prevent  their  morals  from 
being  contaminated  by  obfcene 
converfation.  The  fouthern  In¬ 
dians  are  ftill  lefis  delicate  in  con¬ 
verfation,  in  the  prefence  of  their1 
children. 

<c  The  women  among  the  nor¬ 
thern  Indians  are  in  general  more 
backward  than  the  fouthern  Indian 
women  ;  and  though  it  is  well 

known  that  neither  tribe  lofe  anv 

* 

time,  thofe  early  connexions  are 
feldom  produXive  of  children  for 
fome  years. 

“  Divorces  are  pretty  common 
among  the  northern  Indians  ;  fome'-* 
times  for  incontitiency,  but  more 
frequently  for  want  of  what  they 
deem  necelfary  accomplifliments* 
or  for  bad  behaviour.  Thisv  cere¬ 
mony,  in  either  cafe,  cOnlifts  of 
neither  more  nor  lefs  than  a  good 
drubbing*  and  turning  the  womail 
out  of  doors  ;  telling  her  to  go  to 
her  paramour,  or  relations,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  nature  of,  her  crime. 
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“  Providence  is  very  kind  in 
mauling  thefe  people  to  be  lefs  pro¬ 
lific  than  the  inhabitants  of  civi¬ 
lized  nations  5  it  is  very  uncom¬ 
mon  to  fee  one  woman  have  more 
than  five  or  fix  children  ;  and  thefe 
are  always  born  at  fuch  a  diftanep 
from  one  another,  that  the.  youngeft 
J.s  generally  two  or  three  years  old 
before  another  is  brought  into  the 
world.  Their  eafy  births,  and  the 
ceremonies  which  take  place,  on 
thofe  occafions,  have  already  been 
mentioned;  1  {hall  therefore  only 
©bferve  here,  that  they  make  no 
life  of  cradles,  like  the  fouthern 
Indians,  but  only  tie  a  lump  of 
inofs  between  their. legs;  and  al¬ 
ways  carry  their  children  at  their 
backs,  next  the  Ikin,  till  they  are 
able  to  walk.  Though  their  me¬ 
thod  of  treating  young  children  is 
in  this  refpedt  the  moft  uncouth  and 
awkward  I  ever  faw,  there  are  few 
among  them  that  can  be.  called  de¬ 
formed,  and  not  one  in  fifty  who  is 
not  bow-legged.. 

“  There  are  certain  periods,  at 
which  they  never  permit  the  wo¬ 
men  to  abide  in  the  fame  tent  with 
their  hulhands.  At  fuch  times, 
they  are  obliged  to  make  a  fmall 
hovel  for  themfelves  at  fome  di- 
ftance  from  the  other  tents.  As 
this  is  an  univerfai  cuftom  among 
all  the  tribes,  it  is  alfo  a  piece  of 
policy  with  the  Women,  upon  aiiy 
difference  with  their  hulhands,  to 
make  that  an  excufe  for  a  tempo¬ 
rary  reparation;  when,  without  any 
feremony,  ■  they  creep  out  (as*  is 
their  ufual  cuftom  onfthofe  occa¬ 
fions)  under  the  eves  of  that  fide  of 
the  tent  at  which  they  happen  to  be 
fitting ;  for  at  tliofe  times  they  are 
not  permitted  to  go  in  or  out 
through  the  door.  This  cuftom  is 
f°  generally  prevalent  among  the 
women,  that  I  have  frequently 
diown  fome  of  the  fulky  dames 
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leave  their  hulhands  and  tent  for 
four  or  five  days  at  a  time,  and  re- 
peat  the  farce  twice  or  thrice  in  a 
month,  while  the  poor  men  have 
never  fufpedted  the  deceit,  or  if 
they  have,  delicacy  on  their. part 
has  not  permitted  them  to  enquire 
into  the  matter.  .  I  have  known 
Matonabbee’s  handfome  wife,  who 
eloped  from  him  in  May  one  thou¬ 
sand  feven  hundred  and  feventy- 
one,  live  thun-nardy,  as  they  call 
it,  (that  is  alone)  for  feveral  weeks 
together,  under  this  pretence ;  but 
as  a  proof  he  had  fome  fufpicion, 
Ihe  was  always  carefully  watched, 
to  prevent  her  from  giving  her 
company  to  any  other  man.  The 
fouthern  Indians  are  alfo  very  de¬ 
licate  in  this  point ;  for  though  they 
do  not  force  their  wives  to  build 
a  ieparate  tent,  they  never  lie  under 
the  fame  clothes  during  this  period, 
it  is,  however,  equally  true,  that 
the  young  girls,  when  thole  fymp- 
toms  make  their  firft  appearance, 
generally  go  a  little  diftance  from 
the  other  tents  for  four  or  five  days, 
and  at  their  return,  wear  ^  kind  of 
veil  or  curtain,  made  of  beads,  for 
fome  time  after,  as  a  mark  of  mo- 
defty  *  as  they  are  then  conlidered 
marriageable,  and  of  courfe  are 
called  women,  though  fome  at 
thofe  periods  are  not  more  thari 
thirteen*,  while  others  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  or  lixteen  have  been  reckon¬ 
ed  ^as  children,  though  Apparently 
arrived  at  nearly  their  full  growths 
“  On  thofe  occafions  a  remark¬ 
able  piece  of  fuperftition  prevails 
among  them  ;  women  in  this  fitu~ 
ation  are  never  permitted  to  walk 
on  the  ice  of  rivers  dr  lakes,  or 
near  the  .part  where  the  men  are 
hunting  beaver,  dr  where  a  fifhmg- . 
net  is  let,  for  fear  of  averting  their 
fuccefs.  They  kre  alfo  prohibited 
at  thofe  times  from  partaking  of  the 
head  of  any  animal,  and  even  from 
1C  z  walking 
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walking  in,  or  croffing  the  track 
where  the  head  of  a  deer,  moofe, 
beaver,  and  many  other  animals, 
have  lately  been  carried,  either  oil 
ft  fledge  or  on  the  back.  To  be 
guilty  of  a  violation  of  this  cuftom 
is  confidered  as  of  the  greateft  im¬ 
portance  ;  becaufe  they  firmly  be¬ 
lieve  that  it  would  be  a  means  of 
preventing  the  hunter  from  having 
an  equal  fuccefs  in  his  future  ex- 
curfions. 

“  Thofe  popr  people  live  in  fuch 
an  inhofpitable  part  of  the  globe, 
that  for  want  of  firing  they  are  fre¬ 
quently  obliged  to  eat  their  victuals 
quite  raw,  particularly  in  the  fumr 
mer  feafon,  while  on  the  barren 
ground;  but  early  cuflom  and  fre¬ 
quent  necellity  makes  this  practice 
fo  familiar  to  them,  that  fo  far 
from  finding  any  inconvenience 
arife  from  it,  or  having  the  lead 
diflike  to  it,  they  frequently  do  it 
by  choice,  and  particularly  in  the 
article  of  fifli ;  for  when  they  do 
make  a  pretence  of  dreliing  it,  they 
feldom  warm  it  through.  I  have 
frequently  made  one  of  a  party 
who  has  fet  round  a  frefh- killed 
deer,  and  afli fled  in  picking  the 
bones  quite  clean,  when  I  thought 
that  the  raw  brains  and  many  other 
parts  were  exceedingly  good ;  and, 
however  ftr'ange  it  may  appear,  I 
muff  beflow  the  fame  epithet  on 
half-raw  fifh :  even  to  this  day  i 
give  the  preference  to  trout,  fal- 
mon,  and  the  brown  tittemeg,  when 
they  are  net  warm  at  the  bone. 

“  The  extreme  poverty  of  thofe 
Indians  in  general  will  not  permit 
one  half  of  them  to  purchafe  brafs 
kettles  from  the  Company  ;  lo  that 
they  are  Hill  under  the  neceffity  of 
continuing  their  original  mode  of 
boiling  their  victuals  in  large  up¬ 
right  veffels  made  of  birch-rind. 
As  thofe  veffels  will  not  admit  of 
being  expofed  to  the  fire,  the  Xn- 


& c.  of  the  Northern  Indians, 

dians,  to  fupply  the  defe&,  heat 
Bones  red-hot,  and  put  them  inter' 
the  water,  which  foon  oepafions  it 
to  boil ;  and  by  having  a  conftant 
fucceffion  of  hot  flones,  they  may' 
continue  the  procefs  as  long  as  it  is 
necelTary.  This  method  of  cook¬ 
ing,  though  very  expeditious,  is 
attended  with  one  great  evil :  the 
victuals  which  are  thus  prepared 
are  full  of  fand  ;  for  the  ftpnes  thus 
heated,  and  then  immerged  in  the 
water,  are  not  only  liable  to  ffiiver 
to  pieces,  but  many  of  them  being 
of  a  coarfe  gritty  nature,  fall  to  a 
mafs  of  gravel  in  the  kettle,  which 
cannot  be  prevented  from  mixing 
with  the  victuals  which  are  boiled 
in  it.  Befides  this,  they  have  feve- 
ral  other  methods  of  preparing 
their  food,  fuch  as  roafting  it  by  a 
firing,  broiling  it,  &c.  but  thefe 
need  no  farther  defeription.” 

u  When  northern  Indians  are  at 
the  faftory,  they  are  very  liable  to 
Beal  any  thing  they  think  will  be 
ferviceable ;  particularly  iron  hoops, 
fmall  bolts,  fpikes,  carpenters’  tools, 
and,  in  fhort,  all  fmall  pieces  of 
iron-work  which  they  can  turn  to 
advantage,  either  for  their  own  ufe, 
or  for  the  purpofe  of  trading  with 
fuch  of  their  countrymen  as  feldom 
vifit  the  Company’s  fettlement: 
among  themfelves,  however,  the 
crime  of  theft  is  feldom  heard  of. 

i*  "When  two  parties  of  thofe 
Indians  meet,  the  ceremonies  which 
pafs  between  them  are  quite  diffe¬ 
rent  from  thofe  made  ufe  of  in  Eu¬ 
rope  on  fimilar  occafons  i  fo t 
when  they  advance  within  twenty 
or  thirty  yards  of  each  other,  they 
make  a  full  halt,  and  in  general 
ft  or  lie  down  on  the  ground,  and 
do  not  fpeak  for  fome  minutes. 
At  length  one  of  them,  generally  an 
elderly  man,  if  any  be  in  company, 
breaks  filence,  by  acquainting  the 
other  party  with,  every  misfortune 

that 
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that  has  befallen  him  and  his  com¬ 
panions  from  the  laid  time  they  had 
feen  or  heard  of  each  other  ;  and 
alfo  of  all  deaths  and  other  calami¬ 
ties  that  have  befallen  any  other 
Indians  during  the  fame  period,  at 
lead:  as  many  particulars  as  have 
,come  to  his -knowledge. 

“  When  the  fir  11  has  finifhed  his 
oration,  another  aged  orator  (if 
there  be  any)  belonging  to  the 
other  party,  relates,  in  like  manner, 
all  the  bad  news  that  has  come  to 
his  knowledge;  and  both  parties 
never  fail  to  plead  poverty  and  fa¬ 
mine  on  all  occafions.  If  thole 
orations  contain  any  news  that  in 
the  lead:  affe&  the  other  party,  it  is 
not  long  before  fome  of  them  begin 
to  figh  and  fob,  and  foon  after 
break  out  into  a  loud  cry,  which  is 
generally  accompanied  by  mod:  of 
the  grown  per  fens  of  both  fexes ; 
and  fometimes  it  is  common  to  lee 
them  all,  men,  women,  and  chil¬ 
dren,  in  one  universal  howl.  The 
young  girls,  in  particular,  are  often 
very  obliging  on  thole  occadons  ; 
for  I  never  remember  to  have  feen 
a  crying  match  (as  1  called  it),  but 
the  greated  part  of  the  company 
a  Aided,  although  fome  of  them  had 
no  other  reafon  tor  it,  but.  that  of 
feeing  their  companions  do  the 
fame.  When  the  fir  ft  tranfports  of 
grief  fubfide,  they  advance  by  de¬ 
grees,  and  both  parties  mix  with 
each  other,  the  men  always  affoci  • 
ating  with  the  men,  and  the  women 
with  the  women.  If  they  have  £n,y 
tobacco  among  them,  the  pipes  are 
palled  round  pretty  freely,  and  the 
converfation  foon  becomes  gene¬ 
ral.  As  they  are  on  their  iird 
meeting  acquainted  with  all  the  bad 
news,  they  have  by  this  time  no¬ 
thing  left  but  good,  which  in  gene¬ 
ral  has  fo  far  the  predominance 
over  the  former,  that  in  lefs  than 
half  an  hour  nothing  but  fmiles 
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and  cheerfulnefs  are  to  be  feen  in 
every  face ;  and  if  they  be  not  real¬ 
ly  in  want,  fmall  prefents  of  pro- 
vifions,  ammunition,  and  other  ar¬ 
ticles,  often  take  place  ;  fometimes 
merely  as  a  gift,  but  more  frequently 
by  way  of  trying  whether  they  can  - 
not  get  a  greater  prefent. 

«  They  have  but  few  diverdons ; 
the  chief  is  (hooting  at  a  mark  with 
bow  and  arrows  ;  and  anotner  out¬ 
door  game,  called  Holl,  which  in 
fome  meafure  refembles  playing 
with  quoits ;  only  it  is  done  with 
diort  clubs,  diarp  at  one  end. 
They  alfo  amufe  themielves  at 
times  with  dancing,  which  is  al¬ 
ways  performed  in  the  night.  It  is 
remarkable,  that  thole  people, 
though  a  didimd  nation,  have  ne¬ 
ver  adopted  any  mode  of  dancing 
of  their  own,  or  any  fongs  to  which 
they  can  dance;  fo  that  when,  any 
thing  of  this  kind  is  attempted, 
which  is  but  feldom,  they  always 
endeavour  to  imitate  either  the 
dog-ribbed  or  fouthern  Indians,  but 
more  commonly  the  former,  as  few 
of  them  are  diffidently  acquainted 
either  with  the  fouthern  Indian 
language,  or  their  manner  of  danc¬ 
ing.  The  dog-ribbed  method  is 
not  very  difficult  to  learn,  as  it  only 
confids  in  lifting  the  feet  alter¬ 
nately  from  the  ground  in  a  very 
quick  fucceffion,  and  as  high  as 
paffible,  without  moving  the  body, 
which  fli  on  Id  be  kept  quite  Hill  and 
motionlefs ;  the  hands  at  the  fame 
time  being  clofed,  and  held  c.lofe  to 
the  bread,  and  the  head  inclining 
forward.  This  diverfion  is  always 
performed  quite  naked,  except  the 
breech-cloth,  and  at  times  that  is 
alfo  thrown  off;  and  the  dancers, 
who  feldom  exceed  three  or  four  at 
a  time,  always  ftand  ciofe  to  the 
mufic.  The  mufic  may,  by  drain¬ 
ing  a  point,  be  called  both  vpcal 
and  inftrumental,  though  both  are 
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fufficiently  humble.  The  former 
is  no  more  than  a  frequent  repe¬ 
tition  of  the  words  hee,  hee,  hee, 
bo,  ho,  ho,  &c.  which,  by  a  more 
or  lefs  frequent  repetition,  dwelling 
longer  on  one  word,  and  ih  or  ter  on 
another,  and  railing  and  low  ering 
the  voice,  produce  fomething  like 
a  tune,  and  has  the  defired  effeft. 
This  is  always  accompanied  By  a 
drum  or  tabor ;  and  fometimes  a 
kind  of  rattle  is  added,  made  with 
a  piece  of  dried  buffalo  fkin,  in 
fhape  exablly  like  an  oil-flafk,  into 
which  they  put'  a  few  fliot  or  peb¬ 
bles,  which,  when  {hook  about, 
produces  mufic  little  inferior  to  the 
drum,  though  not  fo  loud. 

“  This  mode  of  dancing  naked  is 
performed  only  by  the  men  ;  for 
when  the  women  are  ordered  to 
dance,  they  always  exhibit  without 
the  tent,  to  nfiific  which  is  played 
within  it ;  and  though  their  method 
of  dancing  is  perfectly  decent,  yet 
it  has  {fill  lefs  meaning  and  action 
than  that' of  the  men  ;  for  a  whole 
heap  of  them  crowd  together  in  a 
flraight  line,  and  juft  fhufile  them- 
fel-ves  a  little  from  right  to  left,  and 
back  again  in  the  fame  line,  with¬ 
out  lifting  their  feet  from  the 
ground  ;  and  when  the  mufic  flops, 
they  all  give  a  little  bend  of  the 
body  and  knee,  fomewhat  like  an 
awkward  curffey,  and  pronounce, 
in  a  little  Th rill  tone,  h-e-e, 
Jh-o  o-o-e. 

;;  “  Befide  thefe  diverfions,  they 
have  another  fimple  in-door  game, 
which  is  that  of  taking  a  bit  of 
wood,  a  button,  or  any  other  fmall 
thing,  and  after  fhifting  it  from 
hand  to  hdnd  feveral  times,  afking 
their  antagbnijl,  which  hand  it  is 
In  ?  When  playing  at  this  game, 
which  only  admits  of  two  perfons, 
each  of  them  have  ten,  fifteen,  or 
twenty  fmall  chips  of  wood,  like 
ihatches ;  and  when  one  of  the 
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players  gueffes  right,  he  takes  one 
of  his  antagonifl’s  flicks,  and  lays 
it  to  his  own  ;  and  he  that  firfl  gets 
all  the  flicks  from  the  other  in  that 
manner,  is  faid  to  win  the  game? 
which  is  generally  for  a  fingle  load 
of  powdef  and  fhot,  an  arrow,  or 
fome  qtlier  thing  of  inconfiderabie 
value. 

“  The  women  never  mix  in  any 
of  their  diverfions,  not  even  ih 
dancing;  for  when  that  is  required 
of  them,  they  always  exhibit  with¬ 
out  the  tent,  as  has  been  already  ob- 
ferved  ;  nor  are  they  allowed  to  be 
prefent  at  a  feaft.  Indeed,  the  whole 
courfe  of  their  lives  is  one  conti¬ 
nued  fcene  of  drudgery,  viz.  car¬ 
rying  and  hauling  heavy  loads, 
dreffing  fkins  for  clothing,  curing' 
their provifions, and  prablifing  other 
neceffary  domeflic  duties  which  are 
required  in  a  family,  without  eh-? 
joying  the  leafl  diverfion  of  any 
kind,  or  relaxation,  on  any  occa- 
lion  whatever;  and  except  in  tbe 
execution  of  thofe  homely  duties, 
in  which  they  are  always  inflrudled; 
from  their  in  fancy,  their  fenfes  feem 
almofl  as  dull  and  frigid  as  the  zone 
they  inhabit.  '  There  are  indeed 
fome  exceptions  to  be  met  with 
among  them,  and  I  fuppofe  it  only 
requires  indulgence  and  precept  To 
make  fome  ofthem  as  lofty  and  in- 
folent  as  any  women  in  the  world* 
Though  they  wear  theirhair  at  full- 
length,'  and  neveh'  tie  it  up,  like  the 
fouthern  Indians  ;  aUd  ■  though  not 
one  in  fifty  of  them  is  ever  poffefT- 
ed  of  a  combj  yet  by  a  wonderful 
dexterity’ of  the  fingers,  and  a  good 
deal  of  patience,  they  make  fhift  to 
Broke  it  out  fo  as  not  to  leave  two 
hairs  entangled  ;  but  when  their’ 
heads  are  infefled  with  vermin, 
from  which  verv  few  of  either  fex 

j 

are  free,  they  mutually  affifl  each’ 
other  in  keeping  them  Under. ” 

“  When  ..any  of  the  principal. 
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northern  Indians  die,  it  is  generally 
believed  that  they  are  conjured  to 
death,  either  by  fome  of  their  own 
countrymen,  by  fome  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Indians,  or  by  fome  of  the 
Efquiruaux :  too  frequently  the  fu- 
fpicion  falls  on  the  latter  tribe, 
which  is  the  grand  reafon  of  their 
never  being  at  peace  with  thofe 
poor  and  didrefled  people.  lor 
fome  time  pad,  however,  thofe 
Efquimaux  who  trade  with  our 
(loops  at  Knapp’s  bay,  Navel’s  bay, 
and  Whale  cove,  are  in  perfeft 
peace  and  friendlhip  with  the  nor¬ 
thern  Indians  ;  which  is  entirely 
owing  to  the  protection  they  have 
for  feveral  years  pad  received  from 
the  chiefs  at  the  Company’s  fort 
at  Churchill  river.  But  thofe  of 
that  tribe  who  live  fa  far  to  the 
north,  as  not  to  have  any  inter- 
courfe  with  our  veffels,  very  often 
fall  a  facrifice  to  the  fury  and.  fu- 
perdition  of  the  northern  Indians, 
who  are  by  no-  means  a  bold  or 
warlike  people  ;  nor  can  I  think 
from  experience,  that  they  are  par-r- 
ticularly  guilty  of  committing  a$s 
of  wanton  cruelty  on  any  other  part  v 
of  the  -human  race  befide  the  Ef¬ 
quimaux.  Their  hearts,  however, 
are  in  general  fo  unfufceptible  of 
tendernefs,  that  they  can  view  the 
deeped  didrefs  in  thofe  who  are  not 
immediately  related  to  them,  with¬ 
out  the  lead  emotion;  not  even 
half  fo  much  as  the  generality  of 
mankind  feel  for  the  fu ffe rings  ox 
the  meaned  of  the  brute  creation. 

I  have  been  prefent  when  one  of 
them,  imitating  the  groans.,  distorted 
features,  and,  contracted  podtion, 
of  a  man  who  had  died  in  the  mod 
excruciating  pain,  put  the  whole 
company,  except  myfelf,  into  the 
mod  violent  fit -of.  laughter. 

« The  northern  Indians  never 
bury  their  dead,  but  always  leave 
the  bodies  where  they  die,  fo  that 
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they  are  fuppofed  to  be  devoured 
by  beads  and  birds  of  prey ;  for 
which  reafon  they  will  not  eat- 
foxes,  wolves,  ravens,  &c.  unlcfs  it 
be  through  mere  necelfity. 

“  The"  death  of  a  near  relation 
affeCts  them  fo  fendblv,  that  they 
rend  all  their  clothes  from  their, 
backs,  and  go  naked,  till  feme  per- 
Tons  lefs ,  afflicted  relieve  them. 
After  the  death  of  a  father,  mother, 
hufband,  wife,  fon,  or  brother,  they 
mourn,  as  it  may  be  called,  for  a 
whole  year,  which  they  meafure  by 
the  moons  and  feafons.  Thof® 
mournful  periods  are  not  didin- 
guifhed  by  any  particular  drefs, 
except  that  of  cutting  off  the  hair; 
and  the  ceremony  coniids  in  almoft 
perpetually  crying.  Even  when 
walking,  as  well  as  at  all  other  in¬ 
tervals  from  deep,  eanng,  and  con— 
verfation,  they  mace  an  odd  howl¬ 
ing  noife,  often  repeating  the  re¬ 
lation  fh  ip  of  the  deceased.  But 
as  this  is  in  a  great  meafure  mere 
form  and  cudoro,  fome  of  them 
have  a  method  of  foftening  the 
harfhnefs  of  the  notes,  and  bring¬ 
ing  them  out  in  a  more  mudea! 
tone  than  that  in  which  they  fing 
their  fongs.  When  they  reflect  fe- 
riaudy  on  the  lois  of  a  good  friend, 
however,  it  has  fuch  an  effeCI  on. 
them  for  the  prefent,  that  they  give 
an  uncommon  looie  to  their  grief. 
At  thofe  times  they  teem  to  fym- 
pathife  (through  cudom)  with  each 
other’s  afflictions  fo  much,  that  I 
have  often  feen  feveral  fcores  of 
them  crying  in  concert,  when  at 
the  fame  time  not  above  half  a. 
dozen  of  them  had  any  more  reafon 
for  fo  doing  than  I  had,  unlefs.it 
was  to  preferve  the  old.  cudom.  and 
keep  the  others  in  countenance. 
The  women  are  remarkably  ob- 
liging  on  fuch  occadoiis  ;  and  as 
no  reftriCHon  is  laid  on  them,  they 
may  with  truth  be  faid  to  cry  with 
'  ■  E  4  all 
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all  their  might  and  main  ;  but  in 
common  converfation  they  are  ob¬ 
liged  to  be  very  moderate.” 

44  Religion  has  not  as  yet  begun  to 
dawn  among  the  northern  Indians  ; 
for  though  their  conjurers  do  in¬ 
deed  ling  fongs,  and  make  long 
fpeeches,  to  fome  beafts  and  birds 
of  prey,  as  alfo  to  imaginary  beings, 
which  they  fay  aflift  them  in  per¬ 
forming  cures  on  the  lick,  yet  they, 
as  well  as  their  credulous  neigh¬ 
bours,  are  utterly  defiitute  of  every 
idea  of  practical  religion.  It  is 
true,  fome  of  them  will  reprimand 
their  youth  for  talking  difrefpeift- 
fully  of  particular  beafts  and  birds; 
but  it  is  done  with  fo  little  energy, 
as  to  be  often  retorted  back  in  de- 
riiion.  Neither  is  this,  nor  their 
cuftom  of  not  killing  wolves  and 
<quiquehatches,  univerfally  ob- 
ferved,  and  thofe  who  do  it  can 
only  be  viewed  with  more  pity  and 
contempt  than  the  others ;  for  I 
always  found  it  arofe  merely  from 
the  greater  degree  of  confidence 
which  they  had  in  the  fupematural 
-power  of  their  conjurers,  which 
induced  them  to  believe,  that  talk¬ 
ing  lightly  or  difrefpeftfully  of  any 
thing  they  feerned  to  approve, 
would  materially  affect  their  health 
and  happinefs  in  this  world :  gnd 
I  never  found  any  of  them  that  had 
the  leaft  idea  of  futurity.  Mato- 
nabbee,  without  one  exception,  was 
a  man  of  as  clear  ideas  in  other 
matters  as  any  that  I  ever  faw  :  he 
was  not  only  a  perfeft  mafter  of  the 
fouthern  Indian  language,  and  their 
belief,  but  could  tell  a  better  ftory 
of  our  Saviour's  birth  and  life,  than 
one  half  of  thofe  who  call  them- 
felves  Chriftlans  ;  yet  he  always 
declared  to  me,  that  neither  he,  nor 
any  of  his  countrymen,  had  an  idea 
of  a  future  ftate.  Though  he  had 
been  taught  to  look  on  things  of 
tlirs  kind  a,s  ufelefs,  his  own  good 
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fenfe  had  taught  him  to  be  ap 
advocate  for  univerfal  toleration ; 
and  I  have  feen  him  feveral  times 
aflift  at  fome  of  the  moft  facred  rites 
performed  by  the  fouthern  Indians, 
apparently  with  as  much  zeal,  as  if 
he  had  given  as  much  credit  to  them 
as  they  did  :  and  with  the  fame  libe¬ 
rality  of  fentiment  he  would,  I  am 
perfuaded,  have  aftifted  at  the  altar 
of  aChriftian  church,  or  in  a  Jewifh 
fynagogue ;  not  with  a  view  to  reap 
any  advantage  himfelf,  but  merely^ 
as  he  obferved,  to  aflift  others  who 
believed  in  fuch  ceremonies. 

44  Being  thus  deftitute  of  all  re¬ 
ligious  control,  thefe  people  have* 
to  ufe  Matonabbee’s  own  words, 
4  nothing  to  do  but  confult  their 
4  own  intereft,  inclinations,  and 
4  paffions;  and  to  pafs  through  this 
4  world  with  as  much  eafe  and  con- 
4  tentment  as  poflible,  without  any 
4  hopes  of  reward,  or  painful  fear 
4  of  puniftiment,  in  the  next.’  In 
this  ftate  of  mind  they  are,  when  in 
profperity,  the  happieft  of  mortals; 
for  nothing  but  perfonal  or  family 
calamities  can  difturb  their  tran¬ 
quillity,  while  misfortunes  of  the 
lefler  kind  fit  light  on  them.  Tike 
moft  other  uncivilized  people,  they 
bear  bodily  pain  with  great  forti¬ 
tude,  though  in  that  refpedt  I  cannot 
think  them  equal  to  the  fouthern 
Indians. 

44  Old  age  is  the  greateft  calamity 
that  can  befall  a  northern  Indian.; 
for  when  he  is  paft  labour,  he  is 
neglecfted,  and  treated  witli  great 
difrefpedt,  even  by  his  own  chil¬ 
dren.  They  not  only  ferve  him 
laft  at  meals,  but  generally  give  him 
the  coarfeft  and  worft  of  the  victuals : 
and  fuch  of  the  Ikins  as  they  do  not 
chufe  to  wear,  are  made  up  in  the 
clumfieft  manner  into  clothing  for 
their  aged  parents;  who,  as  they 
had,  in  all  probability,  treated  their 
fathers  and  mothers  with  the  fame* 

>  '  negletftj, 
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egle&,  in  their  turns,  fubnhitted 
atiently  to  their  lot,  even  without 

murmur,  knowing  it  to  be  the 
ommon  misfortune  attendant  on 
Id  age ;  fo.  that  they  may  be  faid 
o  wait  patiently  for  the  melancholy 
iOur  when*  being  no  longer  capable 
>f  walking,  they  are  to  be  left  alone 
o  ftarve,  and  perifh  for  want, 
rhis,  however  Blocking  and  nnna- 
ural  it  may  appear,  is  neverthelefs 
o  common,  that,  among  thofe 
leople,  one.  half  at  leaft  of  the  aged 
lerfons  of  both  fexes  absolutely  die 
nthis  miferable  Condition. 

4<  The  northern  Indians  call  the 
Aurora  Borealis  Ed- thin  ;  that  is, 
Deer:  and  when  that  meteor  is 
rery  bright,  th*ey  fay  that  deer  is 
plentiful  in  that  part  of  the  atmo- 
phere ;  but  they  have  never  yet 
extended  their  ideas  fo  far,  as  to 
mtertain  hopes  of  tailing  thofe  ce- 
eftial  animals. 

“  Belide  this  filly  notion,  they 
ire  very  fuperliitious  with  refpebl 
:o  the  exiflence  of  feveral  kinds  of 
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fairies,  called  by  them  Nant-e-na, 
whom  they  frequently  fay  they  fee, 
and  who  are  fuppofed  by  them  to 
inhabit  the  different  elements  of 
earth,  fea,  and  air,  according  to 
their  feveral  qualities.  To  one  of 
other  of  thofe  fairies  they  ufually 
attribute  any  change  in  their  cir- 
cum fiances,  either  for  the  better  or 
worfe ;  and  as  they  are  led  into  this 
way  of  thinking  entirely  by  the  art 
of  the  conjurers,  there  is  no  fuch 
thing  as  any  general  mode  of  be¬ 
lief;  for  thofe  jugglers  d infer  fo 
much  from  each  other  in  their  ac¬ 
counts  of  thefe  beings,  that  thofe 
who  believe  any  thing  they  fav, 
have  little  to  do  but  change  their 
opinions  according  to  the  will  and 
caprice  of  the  conjurer,  wno  is 
almofl  daily  relating  fome  new 
whim,  or  extraordinary  event, 
which,  he  fays,  has  been  revealed 
to  him  in  a  dream,  or  by  fome  of 
his  favourite  fairies,  when  in  a 
hunting  excurfion.” 


Genuine  Account  of  the  Nimiquas,  a  Nation  of  Southern  Africa, 
intended  to  corredl  the  fabulous  Relations  of  Kolben. 

[From  the- Second  Volume  of  Le  Vail  l ant’s  New  Travels  into  the 
-  interior  Farts  of  Africa,  by  Way  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.] 


»  II7HEN  I  entered  the  Ni- 
V  V  miqua  country,  my  deiign 
was  to  invefligate  every  thing  that 
had  been  faid  of  it  at  the  Cape. 
How  many  tales  had  I  not  heard 
of  this  nation  !  what  wonderful 
things  concerning  its  manners,  its 
arts,  its  treafures,  &c. !  The  reader 
knows  already  what  to  think  of  its 
pretended  mines  of  gold  and  filver  : 
and  the  tales  of  its  arts  and  its  laws 
'are  on  a  par  with  thofe  of  its 
mines.  ^  " 

“  Kolben  is  the  man  who  has 
lumped  authority  on  all  thefe  fables. 


Even  I,  having  no  idea  refpedling 
thefe  diftant  and  unknown  people, 
gave  fome  credit  to  the  dreams  of 
this  writer.  In  confequence,  as  I 
penetrated  into  the  interior  of  A- 
Irica,  and  vi  fifed  the  Hottentots,  I 
every  where  fought  the  traces  of 
that  liourifhing  agriculture,  4  which 
4  they  underhand  incomparably 
4  better  than  the  Europeans  of  the 
4  Cape,  who  frequently  apply  to 
4  them  for  advice  on  the  iubjedt.’ 
I  was  deiirous  of  feeing  fome  of 
thofe  folemn  marriage  ceremonies, 
which  a  prieil  performs,  and  which 

lie 
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he  legitimates  by  fprinkling  the 
newly  united  couple  with  his  urine. 
1  wiftied  to  vifit  the  public  prifons 
©f  thefe  people,  and  be  prefent  at 
the  fittings  of  their  tribunals,  and 
the  decrees  of  their  fovereign  coun¬ 
cil.  perhaps  f.  had  deftroyed  raon- 
fters  enough  in  Africa  to  afpire  to 
the  honour  of  being  admitted  into 
that  order  of  knighthood  ;  the  pro- 
grefs  and  ceremonials  of  which  the 
hiftorian  has  defcribed  with  no  lets 
pomp  than  minutenefs. 

44  Alas!  ail  tbefe  fplendid  chi¬ 
meras  vanifhed  before  me.  Reli- 
gion,  police,  laws,  military  tadlics, 
orders  of  battle,  treaties  of  peace, 
experienced  generals,  prifoners  of 
tyar,  vanquishers  and  vanquished, 
were  all  romances  exifting  only  in 
the  brain  of  the  author,  and  in  the 
taverns  where  they  had,  been  told 
him  by  thofe  who  made  him  their 
fport. 

44  Thirty  or  furty  years  after  the 
publication  of  his  voyage,  abbe  de 
ia  Caille  made  feme  ltay  at  the 
Cape,  and  thus  was  enabled,  on 
fome  points  at  lea  ft,  to  pafs  judg¬ 
ment.  on  the  work.  He  fpoke  of 
it.  as  he  ought,  and  as  it  deferves. 
Since  la  Caille,  other  travellers  have 
given  their  opinions  of  Kmiben  ; 
and  the  learned  now  know  how  far 
they  may  rely  on  the  accounts  of 
that  traveller. 

44  To  liften  to  him,  in  all  the 
Hottentot  tribes  without  exception, 
mothers  have  the  inhuman  preju¬ 
dice  of  refolving  not  to  have  twins, 
and  the  abominable  cuftom  of  de- 
itroving  one  of  the  two.  If  the  twins 
co  nil  ft  of  two  boys,  or  two  girls, 
they  kill  the  weaker  of  the  two  ;  if 
a  boy  and  girl,  the  girl,  he  fays,  is 
the  vidtim :  and  he  blufhes  not  to 
avow,  that  he  has  witnefled  thefe 
crimes. 

44  Now  I  aver,  that  this  charge 
is  the  blacked  calumny  againfr  na¬ 


ture  that  ever  defiled  the  pen  of  \ 
writer  deftitute  of  modefty.  Th< 
fight  of  the  two  twins  of  one  of  th< 
wives  of  the  chief  was  fufficient  t< 
convince  me  of  this.  However 
as  thefe  children  might  have  beei 
an  exception  to  the  general  law  foi 
fome  particular  reafon,  I  refolvec 
to  interrogate  their  father  refpedt 
ing  this  pretended  maflacre. 

44  Every  morning  before  I  wen 
a-hunting,  he  came  to  fee  me  witf 
his.  two  wives,  and  regale  himfel 
with  a  pipe  of  tobacco  and  a  fopje 
or  fmall  glafs,  of  brandy.  Thougl 
his  language  was  different  from  tha' 
of  the  Hottentots  on.  the  weften 
coaft,  yet,  in  the  two  months  I  hac 
fpent  in  the.  country.  I  had  learnee 
to  underhand  it  a  little,  and  mak< 
myfelf  underftopd. 

44  One  day  as  I  was  fitting  or 
the  grafs,  near  my  tent,  with  hire 
and  his  two  wives,  I  turned  th< 
convention  to  the  fubjedt  of  the 
twins,  and  atked  his  wife  whether, 
if  fhe  fhould  have  twins  again,  ftu 
would  not  deftroy  one  of  themr 
This  queftion  appeared  to  offen(j 
her :  ftie  kept  filence,  and,-  fell,  intc 
a  deep  mufing.  But  her  hulbaod, 
turning  towards  me,  and  reminding 
me  that  I  l  ad  feveral  times  alke*l 
him  fimiiar  queftions,  declared  with 
warmth,  that  fuch  a  facrifice  was 
ijrnpofflble. 

44  Thus  we  fee  how  juft  are  the 
whites,  who,  believing  Kolben,  ac> 
cufe  the.  Nimiquas  of  a  crime  fo 
abominable  as  to  be  an  outrage  a.- 
gainft  the  conymon  ipogher  of  all 
beings. 

44  I  will  here  add,  that  the  Ni- 
miciuas  not  only  do  not  make  away 
with  one  of  their  twins  when  they 
have  them.,  but  preferye  and  bring 
Up  all  their  children.  This  duty  is 
fo  natural,  that  I  could  not  have 
made  them  comprehend  an  idea  re¬ 
pugnant  to  it.  . 
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«  Belide  the  grand  and  revolting 
large  of  which  I  have  jud  fpoken, 
had  heard,  refpedling  the  Greater 
imiquas,  another  ahfurd  fable, 
e  falfehood  of  which  I  equally 
:rified.  This  was  not  told  me  at 
e  Cape,  like  the  preceding  one : 
had  it  from  Klaas  Bader,  who, 
ling  born  near  Orange  River, 
ight  have  known  fame  things  re¬ 
ddling  thefe  people  with  cer- 
inty. 

“  According  to  him,  the  fathers, 
{hew  what  affedfion  they  bear 
teir  children,  feed  their  elded  in 
particular  manner,  as  being  of 
ght  the  fir  ft  object  of  paternal 
ire.  For  this  purpofe,  they  put 
m  in  a  coop,  as  it  were:  that  is, 
ey  {hut  hkn  up  in  a  trench  made 
ider  their  hut,  where,  being  de- 
•ived  of  motion,  heiofes  little  by 
srfpiration,  while,  they  feed  and 
am  him  ia  a  manner  with  milk 
id  greafe.  By  degrees  the  child 
ttens,  and  gets  as  round  as  a  bar- 
1 ;  and  when  he  is  come  to  fuch 
date  as  not  to  he  able  to  walk, 
at  to  bend  under  his  own  weight, 
te  parents  exhibit  him  to  the,  ad* 
liration  of  the  horde  j  who,  from 
lat  period,  conceive  more  or  lefs 
ieem  and  condderation  for  the 
mily,  accordingly  as  the  monder 
as  acquired  more  or  lefs  rotundity. 
u  Such  was  the ’account  given 
le  by  Klaas  Bader;  and  though  it 
ipeared  to  me  altogether  impro- 
able,  yet  the  narrator  related  fo 
lany  particulars,  of  which  he  pre- 
nded  to  have  been  an  eye-  witnefs ; 
e  had  fo  little  intered  in  im.podng 
pon  me;  and  the  human  mind,  in 
ncultivated  and  ignorant  nations, 
spears  fometimes  capable  of  fuch 
mfelefs  cudoms  and  prejudices, 
lat,  notwithdanding  my  reluc- 
mce,  I  could  not  avoid  believ- 
ig  it. 

[  “  Span,  however,  I  was  unde- 
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ceived.  Wherever  I  afked  any 
quedions  on  the  fubjedd,  1  favv  that 
the  people  to  whom  I  addreifed 
myfelf  were  ready  to  laugh  in  my 
face.  Still,  as  it  appeared  drange 
to  me,  that  a  man  (hould  talk  of 
what  he  had  feen,  when  he  had  in 
reality  feen  nothing ;  as  it  was  pof- 
fible,  that  the  fable  might  have 
fome  foundation,  without  being 
true  in  all  its  particulars j  I  was 
willing  to  convince  myfelf  what 
could  have  given  rife  to  it ;  and, 
every  time  I  vifited  a  horde,  I  took 
care,  under  different  pretences,  to 
examine,  one  after  another,  all  the 
huts  of  the  kraal,  and  to  alk  which 
was  the  elded  child  of  the  family  t 
but  I  no  where  faw.  any  thing  that 
indicated  eitherthis  pretended  coop, 
or  this  pretended  cramming. 

“  It  is  probable  that  fuch  a  tale 
may  have  originated  among  the 
planters  refiding  rn  the  Namero, 
and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
country  of  the  Nimiquas ;  that  it 
was  a  pleafantry  of  fome  wit  of 
the  place  on  the  leannefs  of  thefe 
people,  which  indeed  is  extreme-; 
and  that  Klaas  Bader,  the  fon  of  a 
Hottentot  and  a  planter,  having  had 
it  indilled  into  him  in  his  infancy, 
had  finidied,  like  other  romancers, 
by  averting  that  he  had  feen  what 
he  had  only  been  tpld.  And  thus 
it  is,  that,  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  colony  of  the  Cajie,  the  planters 
and  even  the  Hottentots  will  allure 
you,  that  fprinkling  with  urine  is 
pradtifed  in  the  marriage  ceremo¬ 
nies  of  the  fayage  hordes. 

“  fn  fize,  the.  Greater  Nimiquas 
are  taller  than  the  other  Hottentot 
tribes.  They  appear  even  to  ex¬ 
ceed  in  height  the  Gonaquas,  though, 
perhaps  they  do  not  in  reality;. 
Their  (lender  bones,  delicate  air, 
thin  diape,  and  fmall  legs,  every 
thing,  in  diort,  even  to  their  cloaks, 
which  reach  from  their  dxoulders  to 
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the  ground,  contributed  to  the  il¬ 
lusion.  On  feeing;  the  bodies  of 
thefe  men.  as  fienc  r  as  the  Hem  of 
a  tree,  you  would  almod  fuppofe 
them  to  have  paffed  through  the  in- 
flrument  of  a  wire-drawer. 

44  Lefs  deep  in  colour  than  the 
Caffres,  they  have  at  the  fame  time 
more  pleafing  features  than  the 
other  Hottentots,  becaufe  their  nofe 
is  lefs  flattened,  and  their  cheeks 
lefs  prominent.  But  their  cold  and 
.unmeaning  countenances,  their 
.  phlegmatic  and  immoveable  air, give 
them  a  particular  character  by 
which  they  are  diftinguifhed.  Eve¬ 
ry  time  I  looked  at  them,  I  fancied 
.  I  beheld  one  of  thofe  lank,  long- 
vifaged,  gothic  figures  placed  at 
the  church-doors  in  certain  catho¬ 
lic  countries  as  if  to  ferve  as  fen- 
tinels. 

44  I  have  already  faid,  that  the 
women  do  not  fhare  this  tranquil 
apathy.  Gay,  lively,  fportive,  and 
loving  much  to  laugh,  you  would 
fuppofe  them  to  be  formed  of  dif¬ 
ferent  materials.  It  is  eafv  enough 
to  conceive,  that  a  man  and  wife 
may  live  peaceably  together,  not- 
withffanding  fuch  difference  of  dif- 
pofrtion  ;  but  it  is  not  eafy  to  under- 
ftand  or  explain  how  fuch  melan¬ 
choly  fathers  can  beget  daughters  fo 
gav,  or  fuch  fprightly  women  bear 
Ions  fo  dull. 

*4  The  krofs  differs  not  at  all  in 
fliape  from  the  Hottentot  cloak ; 
only,  as  I  have  before  remarked, .it 
is  longer.  Many  of  them  ufe  the 
fkins  of  the  hyaena,  the  jackal,  or 
the  ifatis,  when  they  are  lucky  e- 
nough  to  procure  a  fufficiency  to 
make  a  krofs. 

44  They  ornament  them  with 
glafs  beads,  and  plates  of  copper, 
which  they  obtain  from  the  Hot¬ 
tentots  of  the  colony.  I  found  a- 
.  mong  them  a  particular  fort  of 
thefe  beads,  confiding  of  little  long 
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tubes  of  different  colours,  and  trar 
parent.  Thefe  being  unknown 
the  Cape,  I  wifhed  to  know  when 
the  favages  procured  them.  Th 
informed  me,  that  they  got  the 
by  barter  with  other  neighbouri: 
nations,  who  had  them  only  at  t 
fecond  hand  ;  and  that  they  car 
originally  from  ..the  blacks  w 
dwelt  on  the  coaff  of  the  Indi 
fea,  to  the  eaft  of  Africa,  by  whe 
they  Were  fabricated. 

44  If  the  beads  of  which  I  i 
fpeaki ng  were  ftones  or  gems  c 
loured  by  nature,  it  might  be  l 
lieved  that  the  blacks  of  the  we 
after  having  reduced  them  to  lit 
pieces,  might  know  how  to  fha 
and  perforate  them  ;  as  the  favag 
of  Guiana  do  with  the  amazoni 
ltone.  I  have  found  coloured  fu 
dances  in  feverai  rocks  on  the  w 
of  Africa,  and  there  may  be  t 
fame  on  the  ead.  But  thefe 
quedion  are  enamels;  that  is 
fay,  glafs,  made  by  fudon  a 
formed  by  blowing.  Now  as  fu 
an  operation  requires,  not  only  1 
the  melting,  but  alfo  for  the  coi 
pofition  of  the  colours,  condderai 
lk-ill,  implements,  chemical  kn.o 
ledge.  &c.  I  think  it  may  be  affiri 
ed,  without  any  great  rafhnefs,  ti 
the  negroes  of  the  ead  were  ne^ 
rnaders  of  fuch  an  art ;  and  that  1 
enamels  they  fell  to  their  neig 
hours  probably  come  from  theP< 
tuguefe  colonies  of  Mofambiqi 
I  have  in'  my  cabinet  one  of  th< 
girdles  of  glafs  beads,  and  I  c 
affert  that  it  is  neither  of  French  r 
Dutch  manufacture. 

<4  Befide  the  kind  of  decorati 
which  I  have  jud  deferibed,  1 
Greater  Nimiquas  ufe  another,  tl 
of  daubing  their  hair  with  a  thi 
layer  of  greafe,  mingled  with  1 
powder  °of  different  odoriferr 
woods.  Many  of  them  tattoo  th 
faces,  arms,  and  even  bodies.  I 
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e  latter  cuftom  is  not  fo  prevalent  ble.  This  name  is  teat  of  a  neigh- 
nong  them,  as  among  other  peo-  bouring  nation,  .  born  brave  and 
e  more  to  the  north.  This  too  warlike,  and  diftinguifhed  irom  o- 
av  be  a  native  cuftom,  which  the  ther  African  nations  by  peculiar 
.me  fpirit  of  coquetry  that  gave  features.  I  (hail  foon  have  occa- 
fe  to  it  in  other  nations  may  have  lion  to  fpeak  of  them.  _  , 

ally  prompted  the  Nimiquas  to  “  Now ith (landing  his  frigidity, 
ivent<  the  Nimiqua  is  not  infeniible  to 

u  As  to  religion,  divine  worfhip,  pleafure.  He  even  feeks  with  avi- 
riefts,  temple's,  and  the  idea  of  an  dity  thofe.:  which,  requiring  but 
n  mortal  foul,"  they  are  all  non-  little  exertion,  are  capable  of  agi- 
ntities  to  them.  On  thefe  fub-  tating  him  and  procuring  agreeable 
eds,  like  all  the  reft  of  the  favages  fenfations.  Every  evening,  as  foon 
heir  neighbours,  they  have  not  the  as  the  file  was  kindled  in  my  camp, 
lighted  notion.  thirty  or  forty  perfons,  men  and 

“  Nature  has  told  them,  fuffi-  women,  would  come  and  fit  witn 
ftently  plain,  not  to  do  to  another  my  people  in  a  circle  round  it.  For 
what  they  would  not  another  ihould  fo  me  time  a  profound  filence  was 
slo  to  them ;  and  their  little  afto-  maintained  ;  at  length  one  of  them 
ciations,  which  are  a  commence-  would  open  his  mouth  to  relate  a 
ment  of  civilization,  lead  them  in  ftory,  and  would  then  fpeak  with- 
this  refped  farther  than  many  cul-  out  ceafmg  for  hours  together.  . 
tivated  people,  by  enjoining  them  44  I  was  not  fufffciently  acquaint- 
to  do  to  others  as  they  would  be  ed  with  the  language  to  cornpre- 
done  bv.”  head  the  whole  of  the  narration  3 

“  After  what  I  have  faid  of  the  but  I  underftood,  that  it  commonly 
phlegmatic  temper  of  the  Nimi-  related  to  fome  event  to  the  honour 
quas^  it  will  be  fuppofed  that  they  of  the  nation,  and  that  the  unfor-* 
are  by  no  means  warlike.  Yet,  tunate  hero  of  the  tale  was  almoft 
like  the  furrounding  nations,  they  always  a  hyaena,  a  lion,  or  a  Hou- 
have  their  affagays  and  poifon-  zouana.  Every  now  and  then,  thy 


ed  arrows ;  and  like  them  can 
handle  thefe  arms  with  dexterity* 
They  poffefs  alio  thofe  war-oxen, 
fo  formidable  in  battle,  and  fo  fa¬ 
vourable  to  the  cowardice  or  in¬ 
activity  of  the  combatants.  The}; 


orator  was  interrupted  by  the  noiiy 
fallies  of  the  women  who  fhook 
their  very  Tides  with  laughter.  The 
men,  without  taking  any  (bare  in 
this  extravagant  mirth,  reafcned 
gravely,  and  with  an  appearance  of 


have  even  a  peculiar  implement  of  profound  thought,  on  tne  cheum 
war,  which  their  neighbours  have  ftances  they  had  juft  heard.  In  the 
not’  This  is  a  large  buckler,  of  midft  of  this  grotefque  and  incon- 
the  heio-ht  of  the  perfon  who  bears  gruous  pi&ure,  I  araufed  myfeif 
it,  behind  which  the  Nimiqua  can  with  the  dignity  of  the  reafoners , 
completely  conceal  himfelf.  But,  while  the  women,  who  faw  me 
beftde  that  his  natural  apathy  pre-  fmile,  and  knew  that  I  under  (food 
Vents  him  from  giving  or  taking  nothing  or  the  tale,  redoubted 
offence,  he  is  in  reality  pufillani-  laughter  till  they  were  out  of  breath, 
mous  and  cowardly  from  the  cold-, 
nefs  of  his  difpofftion.  fo  utter 
only  the  name  of  Houzmana  before 
'him  is  fufficknt  to  make  him  trem- 


u 
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Their  mu  ft  cal  inftruments  are 
the  fame  as  thofe  of  the  other  Hot-' 
tentots ;  but  their  dancing  is  very 
different,  and  refembles  the  temper 

of 
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of  the  nation.  If  the  countenance 
have  received  from  nature,  features 
that  can  exprefs  our  paffions,  the 
body  has  aifo  its  attitudes  and 
movements  that  paint  our  temper 
and  feelings.  The  dance  of  the 
Nimiqua  is  frigid,  like  hhnfelf,  and 
fo  devoid  of  grace  and  hilarity) 
that,  were  it  not  for  the  extreme 
gaiety  of  the  women,  it  might  be 
called  the  dance  of  the  dead. 

44  Thefe  tortoifes,  to  whom  dan¬ 
cing  is  a  fatigue,  fhow  little  eager- 
nefs  for  any  thing  but  wagers, 
games  of  calculation  and  chance, 
and  all  the  fedentafy  amufements 
which  require  patience  and  reflec¬ 
tion,  of  which  they  are  more  ca¬ 
pable  than  they  are  of  motion. 

44  One  of  their  favourite  games 
is  what  they  call  the  tiger  and  the 
lambs.  It  is  nearly  as  follows: 
I  fay  nearly,  for  I  never  iinderflood 
it  fufficiently  to  be  able  clearly  to 
explain  it. 

44  An  oblong  fquare  is  traced  on 
the  ground,  in  which  are  made  a 
certain  number  of  holes,  two  or 
three  inches  deep,  forming  a  fort 
of  chefs- table.  The  holes  are  made 
in  ranks,  fide  by  fide,  blit  the  num¬ 
ber  is  not  fixed.  I  have  feen  them 
varying  from  twenty  to  forty. 

44  To  plav,  they  take  a  certain 
number  of  pieces  of  fheep’s-dung, 
hardened  by  drying,  proportionate 
to  the  number  pf  holes,  and  which 
reprefent  lambs*  Some  of  the 
holes  are  alfo  called  lambs,  and 
into  thefe  are  put  balls.  The  holes 
that  remain  empty,  are  called  tigers. 
Perhaps  they  reprefent  only  differ¬ 
ent  dens  of  the  fame  animal,  and  the 
retreats  or  ambufeades  which  he 
bccupies  fucceffively  one  after  the 
other.  The  player  begins  by  tak¬ 
ing  feme  lambs  out  of  their  holes, 
and  putting, them  into  other  holes 
of  the  tiger.  Perhaps  this  tiger 
■has  a  regular  movement  like  feme 


of  our  pieces  at  chefs,  and  the  art 
of  the  player  confifts  in  avoiding 
this  movement,  to  fave  his  lambs, 
and  prevent  them  from  being  de¬ 
voured.  At  leaft,  when  it  has  -been 
neceffary  to  place  them  elfewhere, 
I  have  feen  him  double  his  atten- 
tion ;  but  he  femetimes  brirfgs  them 
together  or  feparates  them  in  fuch 
a  confufed  manner,  that,  being  un¬ 
able  to  follow the  game,  I  have 
been  confounded  by  the  move¬ 
ments,  and  could  comprehend  no¬ 
thing  farther,  till  the  moment  when 
the  hakes  were  taken  up. 

44  There  is  another  game,  whichj 
being  much  more  eafy,  becaufe  it 
is  limply  a  game  of  chance,  is  on( 
that  account  fo  much  the  more 
dangerous;  for  the  Nimiquas,  fond 
of  it  to  difiraftion,  frequently  rifk, 
in  playing  at  it,  their  herds  and  all 
they  polfefs.  It  confiderably  re- 
fembles  our  huftle-cap.  The  feed 
of  the  minlofa  of  the  country  is  a 
fort  of  bean,  which  conftitutes  the 
principle  food  of  the  giraffe.  They 
take  a  certain  number  of  thefe 
feeds,  engrave  feme  mark  on  one 
of  their  fides,  which  anfwers  the 
fame  purpofe  to  them  that  the 
head  or  the  tail  of  a  piece  of  mo¬ 
ney  does  to  our  gamblers,  and*, 
after  they  have  huftled  them  feme 
time  between  their  two  hands,  they 
throw  them  on  the  ground,  when 
tliev  have  nothing  to  do  but  to 
count  whether  the  marked  or  un¬ 
marked  Tides  uppermolt  are  moft 
numerous. 

“  This  game,  contrived  equally 
to  pleafe  the  indolent,  becaufe  it 
does  not  fatigue  them,  and  the  ftu- 
pid,  becaufe  it  requires  no  capacity 
of  thought;  wonderfully  delighted 
my  Hottentots.  They  feon  gave 
into  it  with  fuch  ardour,  that  they 
did  nothing  elfe  from  morning  to 
night  ;  and  many  of  them,  after 
having  loft  all  they  poffelfed,  flaked , 
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their  laft  refource,  the  allowance 
r  tobacco  and  brandy  that  they 
2re  to  receive  the  fucceeding 
tys. 

“  Nothing  now  was  left  for  them 
it  to  rob  me  ;  and  I  had  reafon  to 
ar  they  would  do  fo.  To  cut  off 
e  temptation,  I  re-effablifhed  an 
piality  of  fortune  among  them, 

/  reftoring  to  each  what  he  had 
ff,  aware  that  the  foie  hope  of  re- 
tining  this  makes  gamblers;  and 
had  then  no  need  of  proclamations 

>  prevent  in  future  fuch  diforder 
l  my  camp. 

«  Several  Nimtquas  had  ac.com- 
mied’  me  from  the  former  horde 

>  this ;  they  appeared  even  to  take 
leafure  in  being  with  me;  but, 
le  moment  my  people  were  pro¬ 
fited  from  playing  with  them, 
ley  no  longer  found  my  camp  fo 
Lpeeable,  and  came  to  announce 

>  me  their  departure; 

“  Nevertheless,  as  they  had  eve- 
y  reafon  to  be  Satisfied  with  my 
onduft  towards  them,  they  ex- 
reffed,  on  quitting  me,  great  friend- 
aip  and  attachment ;  and,  as  I  had 
uft  purchafed  fome  oxen  for  my 
waggons,  they  even  offered  to  take 
hem  under  their  care,  and  deliver 
hem  to  Swanepoel  at  my  camp  on 
he  Orange  River.  This  offer  I 
ccepted.  In  return,  I  made  them 
.  few  prefents ;  I  entrufted  them 
vith  my  cattle,  after  having  mark- 
id  tfiem ;  and  they  went  away  fa- 
fefied. 

(i  Scarcely  had  they  quitted  me, 
vhen  one  of  my  Hottentots  came 
»  afk  a  favour  of  me.  He  was  de- 


firous  of  making  one  of  the  Nimi- 
quas  of  the  horde  a  prefentof  k 
fine  cow.  He  had  already  fome- 
thing  towards  paying  for  her,  which 
he  had  gained  at  play :  but  he  had 
not  enough,  and  requeued  me 
to  advance  him,  in  part  of.  his 
wages,  a  little  hard-ware,  that  he 
might  have  it  in  his  power  to  con¬ 
clude  his  bargain. 

“  A  gift  of  fuch  confequence 
implied  fome  great  fervice  received. 
Before  ,1  affented  to  his  requeft,  I 
would  know  what  had  given  rife  to 
it;  and  I  found  that  the  cow  was 
not  a  prefent,  but  an  article  of  bar¬ 
ter,  My  Hottentot  was  in  love 
with  the  daughter  of  the  Nimiqua  ; 
and,  to  obtain  her,  he  had  offered 
him  a  cow,  which  the  Nimiqua 
had  confented  to  accept. 

“  In  this  manner  are  marriages 
made  in  ail  the  African  nations  $ 
and  fuch  was  originally  the  cuftom 
throughout  the  world,  before  the 
imagination  of  poets,* and  the  po¬ 
licy  of  civilized  focieties,  had  fup- 
ftituted  in  the  dead  of  love  a  repre- 
fentative,  who,  under  the  name  of 
Hymen,  claiming  alone  the  right 
of  uniting  the  fexes,  contributes 
but  too  often  to  dillurb  and  de¬ 
prave  their  union.  Among  la¬ 
vages  there  is  no  contract,  no  wit- 
nel's,  no  ceremony.  A  mao  and 
woman  pleafe  each  other ;  they 
live  together ;  and  this  conflitutes 
them  hulhand  and  wife.  ^  If  the 
woman  have  parents,  ihe  is  conii- 
dered  as  their  property,  and  of 
courfe  they  muft  either  give  or 
fell  her,” 
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66  r  I  ^  ^  ^  Houzouanas  are  of 
A  low  fiature  ;  and  a  perfon  . 
five  feet  four  inches  in  height  is  ac¬ 
counted  among  them  very  tall ;  but 
in  their  little  bodies,  perfectly  well 
proportioned,  are  united,  with  fur- 
prifing  ftrength  and  agility  a  cer¬ 
tain  air  of  affurance,  boldnefs,  and 
haughtinefs,  which  awes  the  be¬ 
holder,  and  with  which  I  was  greatly 
pleafed.  Of  all  the  favage  races, 
I  have  feen  none  that  appeared  to 
be  endowed  with  fo  adlive  a  mind, 
and  fo  hardy  a  conftitution, 

44  Their  head,  though  it  exhibits 
the  principal  charafteridics  of  that  of 
the  Hottentot,  is,  however,  rounder 
towards  the  chin.  They  are  alfo  not 
fo  black  in  complexion  ;  but  have 
the  lead  colour  of  the  Malays,  didin- 
guifhed  at  the  Cape  by  the  name  of 
bouguinke .  Their  hair,  more  woolly, 
is  fo  fliort  that  I  imagined  at  fird 
their  heads  to  have  been  fhaved. 
The  nofe  too  is  hill  Hatter  than 
that  of  the  Hottentots ;  or,  rather, 
they  feem  altogether  deditute  of  a 
nofe;  what  they  have  confiding 
only  of  two  broad  noftrils  which 
project  at  mod  but  five  or  fix  lines. 
Accordingly,  mine  being  the  only 
one  in  the  company  formed  after 
the  European  manner,  J  appeafed 
in  their  eyes  as  a  being  disfigured 
by  nature.  They  could  not  be  re¬ 
conciled  to  this  difference,  which 
they  confidered  as  a  monftrous  de¬ 
formity  ;  and,  during  the  fird  days 
of  my  refidence  among  them,  I  faw 
their  eyes  continually  fixed  on  my 
countenance,  with  an  air  of  ado- 
nifhment  truly  laughable. 

44  From  this  conformation  of  the 
noie,  a  Houzouana,  when  feen  in 


profile,  is  the  reverfe  of  handfome 
and  confiderably  refembles  an  ape 
When  beheld  in  front,  he  prefents 
on  the  fird  view,  an  extraordinary 
appearance,  as  half  .the  face  feem 
to  be  fore-head.  The  features 
however,  are  fo  expreffive,  and  th 
eyes  fo  large  and  lively,  that,  not 
withftanding  this  Angularity  of  look 
the  countenance  is  tolerably  agree 
able., 

44  As  the  heat  of  the  climate  ii 
which  he  lives  renders  clothing  un 
neceffary,  he  continues  during  tff 
whole  year  almoft  entirely  naked 
having  no  other  covering  than  ; 
very  fmailjackal-fkinfaftenedroun< 
his  loins  by  two  thongs,  the  extre 
rntties  of  which  hang  down  to  hi 
knees.  Hardened  by  this  conft’an 
habit  of  nakednefs,  he  becomes  f< 
infenfible  to  the  variations  of  th< 
atmofphere,  that,  whew  he  remove 
from  the  burning  fands  of  the  leve 
country  to  the  fnow  and  hoar- fro  f 
of  his  mountains,  he  Teems  indif 
ferent  to  and  not  even  to  feel  th< 
cold. 

44  His  hut  in  no-wife  refemble 
that  of  the  Hottentot,.  It  appear: 
as  if  cut  vertically  through  th< 
middle;  fo  that  the  hut  of  a  Hot 
tentot  would  make  two  of  thofe  o 
the  Houzouanas.  During  theii 
emigrations,  they  leave  them  {land¬ 
ing,  in  order  that,  if.  any  othej 
horde  of  the  fame  nation  pafs  thai 
way,  they  may  make  ufe  of  them 
When  on  a  journey,  they  have  no 
thing  to  repofe  on  but  a  mat  fuf 
pended  from  two  dicks,  and  placec 
in  an  inclined  pofition.  They  of 
ten  even  deep  on  the  bare  ground 
A  proje&ing  rock  is  then  fufficiem 

tc 


Picture  of  the  Houzouanas. 


to  fhelter  them ;  for  every  thing  is 
fuited  to  a  people  whofe  conftitu- 
tions  are  proof  againft  the  feverell 
fatigue.  If,  however,  they  flop 
any  where  to  fojourn  lor  a  while, 
and  find  materials  proper  for  con- 
ftruCting  huts,  they  then  form  a 
kraal ;  but  they  abandon  it  on  their 
departure,  as  is  the  cafe  with  all 
the  huts  which  they  erefh 

“  This  cuftom  of  labouring  for 
others  of  their  tribe  announces  a 
focial  chara£ter  and  a  benevolent 
difpolition.  They  are,  indeed,  not 
only  affe&ionate  hulbands  and  good 
fathers,  but  excellent  companions. 
W  hen  they  inhabit  a  kraal,  there  is 
no  fuch  thing  among  them  as  pri¬ 
vate  property  ;  whatever  they  po£- 
fefs  is  in  common.  If  two  hordes 
of  the  fame  nation  meet,  the  recep¬ 
tion  is  on  both  tides  friendly  ;  they 
afford  each  other  mutual  protec¬ 
tion,  and  confer  reciprocal  obliga¬ 
tions.  In  (hort,  thev  treat  one 
another  as  brethren,  though  per¬ 
haps  they  are  perfect  Grangers,  and 
have  never  feen  each  other  before. 

“  ACtive  and  nimble  by  nature, 
the  Houzouana  conliders  it  as  a- 
mufement  to  climb  mountains  and 
the  moil  elevated  peaks;  and  their 
Ik  ill  in  this  refpeCl  was  very  advan¬ 
tageous  to  me.  The  rivulet  near 
which  I  encamped  had  a  coppery 
tafle  and  a  naufeous  fmell,  which 
rendered  it  impoffible  for  me  to 
drink  the  water.  My  cattle,  ac= 
cu homed  to  the  bad  water  of  the 
country,  were  fatisfied  with  it ;  but 
I  was  afraid  that  it  might  injure 
my  people ;  and  I  would,  on  that 
account,  not  permit  them  to  ufe  it. 
The  Houzouanas  had  no  milk  to 
give  me,  as  they  polfeffed  only  a 
few  wretched  cows  which  they  had 
plundered.  Having  afked  them  if 
they  knew  of  any  good  fpring  in 
the  neighbourhood,  to  which  I 
could  fend  my  company  to  procure 
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a  fupply  of  water,  they  fet  out 
themfelves  in  an  inftant,  without 
making  me  a  reply,  clambered  up 
their  mountains,  and  in  lefs  than 
two  hours  brought  back  ail  my 
leather  bottles  and  velfeis  full  of 
excellent  water. 

“  During  the  whole  time  of  my 
refide.nce  on  the  rivulet,  they  ren¬ 
dered  me  the  fame  fervice,  uni¬ 
formly  difplaying  the  lame  zeal  and 
the  fame  readinefs.  One  of  theft 
expeditions  would  have  employed 
my  Hottentots  a  whole  day. 

a  When  on  a  journey,  fcarcity 
of  water  gives  them  no  uneafinefs, 
even  in  the  middle  of  a  defert. 
By  a  particular  art  they  can  difco- 
ver  water  that  is  concealed  in  the 
bowels  of  the  earth;  and  their  in- 
ftinct,  in  this  point,  is  even  fu pe¬ 
ri  or  to  that  of  the  other  Africans. 
Animals,  in  like  cafes,  of  did  refs, 
find  water. alfo;  but  it  is  only  by 
the  fmell.  There  muft  be  a  cur¬ 
rent  of  air  to  convey  to  them  the 
exhalation  which  rifes  from  it ;  and 
confequentiy  they  muft  be  to  the 
windward.  While  I  refided  in  the 
defert,  during  my  fir  ft-  journey,  my 
favages  had  ihovvn  more  than  once 
the  fame  faculty  ;  and  I  myfelf  ac¬ 
quired  it  alfo  from  their  mftru&ion, 
as  I  have  mentioned  in  my  narra¬ 
tive. 

“  The  Houzouana,  more  expert,, 
employs  only  his  fight.  He  throws 
himfelf  flat  on  the  ground,  takes  a 
difirant  view,  and,  if  the  fpace  which 
he  traverfes  with  his  eye  conceals 
any  fubterranean  fpring,  he  rifes 
and  points  with  his  finger  to  the 
fipot  where  it  is  to  be  found.  The 
onlv  thin?  bv  which  he  difcovers 
it  is  that  ethereal  and  fubtiie  exha¬ 
lation  which  evaporates  from  every 
current  of  water,  when  not  funk 
to  too  great  a  depth. 

“  With  regard  to  pools  and 

other  collections  formed  bv  -  the 
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rain,  as  their  evaporation  is  more 
fenfibL,  they  are  difcoverable  even 
when  hid  by  an  eminence  or  a  hill ; 
and  the  vapour  of  ftreams,  fiich  as 
rivers  or  rivulets,  being  flill  more^ 
abundant,  is  fo  diftindtly  marked 
by  it,  that  their  courfe  and  even 
all  their  fi  nil  ofi  ties  may  be  traced. 

“  I  endeavoured  to  learn  this  art 
of  the  Houzouanas,  during  the 
time  I  refided  amongft  them.  I 
followed  their  example,"  and  prac- 
ti  fed  their  leffons ;  ~  and  was  at 
length  able  to  make  limilar  difco- 
veries,  and  with  as  much  certainty. 
My  talent,  however,  was  far  from 
being  fo  extenfive  as  theirs;  for, 
owing  either  to  the  natural  weak- 
nefs  of  my  fight  or  the  want  of  ex¬ 
perience,  I  could  diftinguifli  water 
at  no  greater  diftance  than  three 
hundred  paces*  while  they  could 
perceive  it  at  a  diftance  much  more, 
confiderable. 

“  The  only  arms  of  the  Hou¬ 
zouanas  are  bows  and  arrows.  The 
arrows,  which  are  very  fhort,  are 
carried  on  the  fhoulder  in  a  quiver, 
about  eight  inches  in  length,  and 
four  in  diameter,  made  of  the  bark 
of  the  alee,  and  covered  with  the 
Ikin  of  a  large  fp^cies  of  lizard, 
which  thefe  wanderers  find  in  all 
their  rivers,  particularly  on  the 
banks  of  Orange  and  Fifh  River. 

u  Obliged  to  maintain  a  nume- 
reus  troop,  and  being  defirous  that 
the.  whole  horde  fnould  participate 
in  my  game,  of  which  I  procured 
abundance,  I  went  out  daily  to 
the  chace,  always  accompanied  by 
a  great  number  of  the  Houzouanas. 
If  I  hunted  in  the  mountains,  I 
climbed  the  rocks  with  them.  In 
the  plain  I  ufed  one  of  my  horfes  ; 
but,  whether  they  followed  me  or 
were  employed  in  driving  towards 
me  the  zebras  and  antelopes,  they 
fhowed  themfelves  indefatigable; 


and,  however  faft  I  rode,  I  always 
found  them  keep  pace  with  me. 

“  My  people,  prejudiced  again# 
this  nation,  were  filled  with  alarm 
whenever  they  faw  me  thus  occu¬ 
pied.  Every  report  of  my  gun 
made  them  tremble.  They  conti¬ 
nually  imagined  that  the  Houzoua¬ 
nas  were  in  the  acf  of  alfaifinating 
me,  and  that  they  fhouid  after¬ 
wards  experience  themfelves  the 
fame  fate;  and. they  never  beheld 
me  return  to  mycamp  without  tefti- 
fying  their  joy,  confidering  me  as  a 
man  efcaped  from  death. 

“  For  myfelf,  being  daily  em¬ 
ployed  in  rendering  them  lervices, 
and  feeing  thefe  favages,  on  their 
part,  ever  ready  to  oblige  me,  I 
laughed  at  fuch  vain  terrors.  In 
my  way  of  judging,  I  had  nothing 
to  apprehend  from  a  people  who 
gained  fo  much  by  my  prefence, 
and  who  would,  confequently,  have 
been  confiderable  lofers  by  my 
death. 

u  During  the  long  excurfions 
which  we  made  together,  they  in 
no  inftance  belied  their  character. 
In  many  refpedts  they  appeared  to 
refemble  the  Arabs,  w'ho,  being 
alfo  wanderers,  and  like  them  brave 
and  addidted  to  rapine,  adhere  with 
unalterable  fidelity  to  their  engager 
ments,  and  defend,  even  to  the  laft 
drop  of  their  blood,  the  traveller 
who  civilly  purchafes  their  fervices, 
and  puts  himfelf  under  their  pro¬ 
tection. 

“  If  my  plan  of  traverfing  from 
fouth  to  north  the  whole  of  Africa 
was  at  all  practicable,  I  repeat  it, 
it  could  have  been  accomplifhed 
only  with  the  Elouzouanas.  I  am 
convinced  that  fifty  men  of  this 
temperate,  brave,  and  indefatigable 
nation  would  have  been  fufticient 
to  enable  me  to  carry  it  into  exe¬ 
cution  ;  and  I  ftiall  always  regret 
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that  I  became  acquainted  with  them 
too  late  for  the  trial,  and  at  a  pe¬ 
riod  when  nnmberlefs  misfortunes 
had  compelled  me,  for  a  time  at 
lead,  to  renounce  the  idea.” 

“  The  Houzouanas, being  known 
only  by  their  incurfions  and  plun¬ 
dering,  are  in  the  colonies  often 
confounded  with  the  Bofhmen,  and 
diftinguifhed  by  the  fame  appella¬ 
tion.  Sometimes,  however,  from 
their  tawnv  colour,  they  are  called 
Chinefe  Hottentots;  and,  by  means 
cf  this  double  denomination,  ill- 
informed  travellers  may  eafily  be 
led  into  an  error,  of  which  the  con- 
fequence  muff  be,  that  their  narra¬ 
tives  will  be  replete  with  abfurdity 
and  falfehoods. 

“  Their  real  name,  and  the  only 
one  which  they  give  themfelves,  is 
that  of  Houzouana;  and  they  have 
nothing  in  common  with  theBofli- 
men,  who  are  not  a  diftinCt  peo¬ 
ple,  but  a  mere  collection  of  fugi¬ 
tives  and  free-booters.  The  Hou¬ 
zouanas  form  no  alliances  but  a- 
mong  themfelves.  Being  almoft 
always  at  war  with  the  furrounding 
nations,  they  never  mix  with  them; 
and,  if  they  confent  at  anv  time  to 
admit  a  llranger  into  their  hordes, 
it  is  only  after  a  long  acquaintance, 
a  fort  of  apprenticefhip,  during 
which  he  has  given  proofs  of  his 
fidelity,  and  eftablifhed  his  courage. 
The  Hottentot  whom  1  found  there 
had  fubmitted  to  this  trial,  and 
from  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
acquitted  himfelf  was  held  in  the 
higheft  eftimation. 

“  Though  the  Houzouanas  are 
wanderers  in  their  country,  and 
fpend  the  greater  part  of  the  year 
in  emigrations  and  diftant  excur- 
fions,  they  inhabit  an  immenfe  db 
fWdt,  of  which,  indeed,  they  are 
almoft  the  foie  inhabitants,  and 
from  which,  in  my  opinion,  no 
uation  would  be  able  to  expel  them. 


[S3} 

It  forms  that  part  of  Africa  which, 
in  a  dHeCtion  from  eaft  to  weft,  ex¬ 
tends  from  Caffraria  to  the  country 
of  the  Greater  Nimiquas.  With 
regard  to  its  breadth,  from  fouth  to 
north,  I  am  ignorant  of  its  extent ; 
but  I  believe  it  to  be  very  confider- 
able;  not  only  becaufe  an  im¬ 
menfe  territory  is  neceftary  to  fo 
wandering  a  people,  but  alfo  be¬ 
caufe  I  havereafon  to  think  the  in¬ 
dividuals  of  this  nation  to  be  very 
numerous. 

“  What  particularly  infpired- 
me  with  a  predilection  in  their 
favour,  wras  their  open  and  fmiling 
countenance.  Such  is  the  habitual 
ftate  of  their  features,  that  the 
gloomy  and  dubious  imprefiion  of 
unealinefs  and  miftruft  is  never 
perceptible  on  them.  The  Hou¬ 
zouana,  it  is  true,  has  violent  paf- 
fions,  and,  when  he  is  under  their 
influence,  they  are  depicted  on  his 
countenance  in  a  forcible  and  ftrik- 
ing  manner :  but  the  ftorm  is  of 
fhort  duration ;  he  foon  comes  to 
himfelf,  and  his  face  inftantly  re¬ 
fumes  the  expreffion  of  his  frank, 
unfufpeCting,  and  loyal  mind. 

“  Among  all  the  other  African 
nations,  almoft  without  exception, 
I  found  an  imbecile  ftupidity,  which 
made  them  enraptured  with  every 
thing  I  carried  with  me  for  my  ufe. 
The  Houzouanas  contemplated 
them  with  thofe  emotions  of  cu- 
riofity  which  every  production  of 
induftry  would  naturally  excite  in 
a  people  deftitute  of  arts  ;  but  this 
curiofity  was  neither  ftupid  admi¬ 
ration  nor  the  childifh  deftre  of  fa- 
vages  in  general. 

“  Nothing  filled  them  with  real 
aftoniftmient  but  my  fire-arms. 
During  the  whole  time  they  were 
with  me,  thefe  were  thefubjefts  of 
their  attennon  and  difcourfe.  But 
it  is  to  be  obferved,  I  had  endea¬ 
voured  to  infpire  them  with  the 
F  2  greateft 
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mi 

greated  terror  by  difplaying  their 
effe&s.  I  never  differed  them  to 
touch  my  fufees,  and  I  was  parti¬ 
cularly  careful  not  to  (how  them 
the  mode  of  ufing  them.  When 
once  they  had  imbibed  the  defire  of 
po (Telling  them,  perhaps  it  would 
not  be  long  before  they  would  con¬ 
trive  means  of  procuring  them ; 
and  then  how  dangerous  would  be 
thefe  mountaineers  to  the  planta¬ 
tions,  and  even  to  the  Cape  itfelf; 
(ince,  fecure  from  attack  in  their 
mountains,  and  indefatigable  in 
their  expeditions,  their  nofhirnal 
and  unexpected  attacks  render  them 
already  irr elidible  enemies!  Often 
have  I  rejoiced  that  the  nation  was 
one  of  the  pooreft  of  Africa ;  and 
that,  being  deditute  of  every  thing, 
it  had  nothing  to  barter  by  way  of 
trade.  But  for  this,  fuch  of  the 
toionids  who  follow  the  occupa¬ 


tion  of  traverfing  the  deferts,  would 
perhaps  have  penetrated  as  far  as 
thefe  people  j  perhaps  would  have 
fupplied  them  with  powder  and 
fire-arms,  and  certainly  would  have 
inftilled  into  them  the  defire  of 
procuring  them  5  and  who  can  tell 
to  what  this  defire  would  have  led  ! 

u  Yet  thefe  formidable  people 
infpired  me  with  more  love  and 
edeem  than  any  other  tribe  in  A- 
frica.  With  them  I  would  have 
undertaken  without  fear  to  traverfe 
the  whole  of  that  quarter  of  the 
globe,  had  my  good  fortune  per¬ 
mitted  me  to  know  them  fooner : 
and  if  ever  circumdances  allow  me 
to  refume  the  project,  which  it  has 
been  fo  painful  to  me  to  relinqurfh, 
they  are  the  only  ones  that  (hall  be 
my  companions  in  the  entefprife? 
and  to  them  alone  will  I  direfit  my 
fteps  without  delay. s> 
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Critical  Remarks  on  the  Historical  Characters  of  Shaks- 
peare,  intended  to  elucidate  the  Caufes  why  they  are  fo  peculiarly 
impreflive. 

[From  a  Volume  of  Essays,  by  a  Society  of  Gentlemen  at  Exeter.] 


u  ZITHER  dramatic  poets  deal 
\^/  in  generals,  Shakfpeare  in 
individuals .  Other  poets  treat  of 
kings,  queens,  and  heroes,  in  the 
abjl'-att,  he  -particularizes  them. 
Theirs  are  merely  kings,  queens, 
and  heroes,  ail  of  the  fame  nature, 
marked  with  the  fame  family  fea¬ 
tures,  and  4  inveterate  likeneffes’  to 
each  other.  But  his  are  Henrys 
and  Richards,  Margarets  and  Ca¬ 
tharines,  Warwicks  and  Hotfpurs 
—all  men  and  women,  diferimi- 
liated  from  each  other,  and  infinite¬ 
ly  diverfified.  This  diferimination 
is  commonly  effected  by  exhibiting 
fome  marking  feature,  peculiar  a- 
necdote,  or  minute  circumstance, 
appropriate  to  the  character  repre- 
fented,  in  appearance  cafually  in¬ 
troduced,  but  which,  if  I  may  be 
allowed  the  expreffion,  identifies 
and  realizes  it.  When  Edward 
tells  the  famous  Warwick  that  he 
would 

- - Wind  his  hand  about  his  coal-black 

hair’ — 

Hen.  6,  3d  part,  A.  5.  S.  1. 

'the  fable  locks  of  the  4  proud  fetter 
*  up  and  puller  down  of  kings,’ 
prefent  themfelves  immediately  to 
our  view.  ’Tis  faid  of  Hotfpur, 
that 

- - (  by  his  light 

4  Did  all  the  chivalry  ot  England  move 
4  To  do  brave  adb ;  he  was  indeed  the 


<  Wherein  the  noble  y outh  did  drefs  them- 
(  felves. 

1  He  had  no  legs  that  pradifed  not  his  gait : 
(  And,  fjieaking  thick,  which  nature  made  his 
‘  blem  jh , 

1  Became  the  accents  of  the  valiant/ 

Hen.  4th,  2d  part,  A.  2,  S.  6. 

Who,  after  reading  thefe  lines,  can 
entertain  a  doubt,  but  that  the  gal¬ 
lant  Percy  had  a  4  twang,  of  that 
4  north-country  burr,’  for  which 
the  county,  from  whence  he- was  to 
have  derived  his  hereditary  title,  is 
remarkable  to  this  prefent  day. 

44  Such  little  traits  bring  the  per- 
fonages  immediately  before  our 
eves ;  nor  would  it  be  an  eafv  mat- 
ter  to  perfuade  us,  that  the  repre- 
fentations  were  untrue.  By  fimiiar 
means  Homer  imprefles  on  our 
minds  the  idea  of  his  heroes’  reali- 
■ty.  They  are  not,  ,:ke  a  modem 
regiment,  clothed  in  the  fame  uni¬ 
form  ;  nor  appear  to  be  of  one  fa¬ 
mily,  like  Virgil’s  Gyas  and  Clo- 
anthus ;  whom  he  charadierifes, 
with  great  frugality  of  didfion,  by 
one  and  the  fame  epithet;  but  they 
are  kept  diflindt  by  their  appear¬ 
ance,  habit,  and  manners.  One  is 
remarkable  for  height  of  flature, 
another  for  the  breadth  of  his 
flioulders;  one  for  the  elegance, 
another  for  the  rufticity  of  his  ap¬ 
parel  ;  one  adopts  a  peculiar  atti¬ 
tude  in  haranguing  a  public  audi¬ 
ence,  another  Rrikes  us  with  the 
F  3  grace 
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grace  or  deformity  of  his  perfon. 
The  colour  of  the  hair,  .the  device 
of  a  fhieid,  or  beauty  of  the  creft, 
and  a  hundred  other  minutiae,  mark 
and  diverfify  his  characters. 

u  He  refembles  our  bard  like- 
wife  in  giving,  occalionaliy,  fome 
little  charaCteriflic  trait  or  anecdote, 
generally  commXinicated  in  familiar 
converfation,  not  always  indeed 
elTential  to  the  ftory,  but  which, 
•from  that  very  circumftance,  is 
often  more  interefting.  When  Dio¬ 
mede  harts  afide  from  the  natural 
tenor  of  his  difcourfe  to  boalt  of 
his  horfe’s  pedigree  or  of  his  own  ; 
or  when  Neftoras  unleafonably  ex¬ 
patiates  on  his  former  exploits,  we, 
at  once,  become  acquainted  with 
them.  In  {uch  kind  of  manners- 
painting  converfation  (particularly 
Unking  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
Odyffey)  we  lofe  fight  of  the  poet. 
It  ieems  to  be  the  genuine  eifufion 
of  nature,  and  its  inartificial  ap¬ 
pearance  ftrengthens  the  decep¬ 
tion. 

44  Shakfpeare  never  itudied  Ho¬ 
mer,  but  was  as  deeply  read  as  the 
G  recian  bard  in  the  page  of  nature. 
In  the  familiar  and  confidential 
converfation  occalionaliy  held  by 
his  characters,  we  catch  their  minds, 
as  if  by  fur  prize,  in  an  undrefs ; 
we  deteCt  their  peculiar  habits,  and 
feel,  like  confidants  in  an  intrigue, 
a  fatisfaCtion  in  having  thofe  fe- 
cret  traits  communicated  to  us. 

“  Who,  for  inftance,  can  doubt 
that  the  4  proud  nothern  lord  Clif- 
4  ford  of  Cumberland,’  exercifed 
his  baronial  privilege  of  fwearing, 
uncontrouled,  to  an  eminent  de¬ 
gree,  when  we  read  Warwick’s 
and  Richard’s  fcofiing  addrefles  to 
him  as  he  lay  expiring  on  the  field 
of  battle? 

Warwick.  e  They  mock  thee,  Clifford, 
4  fvrear  as  thou  was  wont.’ 


/  Richard.  4  What,  not  an  oath  !  hav,  then 
„4  the  world  goes  hard 
4  When  Clifford  cannot  fpare  hi*  friends  an 
4  oath — 

4  I  know  by  that  he’s  dead.* 

Hen.  6th,  3d  part,  A.  2,  S  9. 

<£  If  we  fuppofe  fuch  reprefenta- 
tions  are  merely  drawn  from  images, 
formed  in  his  creative  mind,  ftiil 
they  live  to  us;  and,  through  his 
happy  mode  of  introduction,  we  be¬ 
come  as  well  acquainted  with  them 
as  with  our  own  cotemporaries.  I  am, 
however,  inclined  to  fufpeO,  that 
Shakfpeare,  where  he  does  not  fol¬ 
low  the  beaten  path  of  hiftorv, 
drew  his  characters  and  incidents 
from  traditionary  flories  and  family 
anecdotes ; — fometimes,  probably, 
from  preceding  dramas  in  which 
they  were  preferred,  and  other 
fhort-lived  publications  that  have 
long  fince  perifhed  in  the  tide  of 
time. 

u  The  reflexion  thrown  out  by 
Surrey  to  cardinal  Wolfey,  from 
its  being  fo  circumflantial  in  point 
of  time  and  defeription  of  perfon, 
appears  to  have  been  fqunded  on 
fome  well-known  ftory  in  Shak- 
fpeare’s  time. 

4  I’ll  ftartle  you’  [exclaims  the  intemperate 
peer,] 

4  Worfe  than  the Jacrirg  bell }  when  the  brown 
4  wench 

4  Lay  killing  in  your  arms,  lord  Cardinal.* 
Hen.  8th,  A.  3d,  S.  5. 

It  may  be  noticed,  however,  that 
Wolfey  was  particularly  odious  to 
the  nobility;  and  his  cotemporary 
Skelton,  the  fafhionable  fiatyrift  of 
the  day,  remarks  of  him,  in  a 
rhyme,  to  which  Devonfhire-men 
only  can  do  juftice  in  the  pronun¬ 
ciation,  that 

4  He  regardeth  lords 
4  No  more  than  potfherdes.’ 

And  the  ftory  poflibly  was  invent¬ 
ed,'  by  means  of  thofe  powerful 
enemies.  Yet  it  muft  not  be  dif- 

guifed 
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gulfed  that  this  c  lord  Cardinal’  was 
notorious  for  his  incontinency: 
and  the  laureat,  in  numbers  no  lefs 
fublime  than  thofe  already  cited, 
and  we  may  fufpeCt  equally  true, 
ironically  obferves,  that 

<  To  kepe  his  flefhe  chafte 
(  In  Lent  for  a  repail e^. 
i  He  eateth  capons  Hewed, 

*  Fefant  and  partridge  mewed, 

1  Hennes,  chickens  and  pigges.’ 

He  concludes  his  inveClives  with 
this  affeCting  expoftulation : 

*  Spareth  neither  maide  ne  wyfc — 

(  Is  this  a  pojile’s  lyfe  P 

We  cannot  but  fmile  at  this  wretch¬ 
ed  doggrel  of  Skelton  ;  yet  there  is 
little  doubt,  but  that  it  was  pre¬ 
ferred  by  our  illuflrious  defender 
©f  the  faith,  and  his  obfequious 
courtiers,  to  the  genuine  humour 
arid  charaCleriftic  rhymes  of  Chau¬ 
cer. 

«  I  onfce  thought,  likewife,  that 
the  more  creditable  anecdote  of 
Cranmer,  given  by  Hen.  8th,  was 
merely  a  traditionary  dory. 

*  The  common  voice,  I  iee,  is  verified 

‘  Of  thee,  which  lays  thus,  Do  my  lord  of 
i  Canterbury 

*  But  one  Jhrewd  turn,  and  he’s  your  friend 

*  for  ever.’ 

A  fimilar  fpeech;  however,  is  at¬ 
tributed  in  Strype’s  Memorials,  (B. 
3,  C.  xxx.)  not  to  the  king,  but  to 
Dr.  Hethe,  archbifliop  of  York. 

a  We  have  often  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  many  incidents,  now 
unknown,  are  alluded  to,  and  fome 
real  characters  fliadowed  under  fic¬ 
titious  names,  not  only  in  Shak- 
fpeare’s  comedies,  but  alio  in  his 
hiftoric  dramas.  The  4  old  lady,’ 
for  example,  in  that  laft  quoted, 
and  which  may  not  be  improperly 
(Hied  an  anonymous  defoliation, 
the  friend  of  Anne  Bullen,  who 
tells  the  turbulent  monarch,  that 


his  daughter  was  6  as  like  him  as 

<  cherry  is  to  cherry,’  (A.  f.  S.  i.) 
appears  to  me  no  ideal  perfonage. 

a  Mr.  Walpole  has  ingenioufly 
obferved,  that  4  Leontes  and  Her- 
4  mione,’  in  4  The  Winter’s  Tale,* 
were  the  typical  reprefentatives  of 
Henry  8th  and  Anne  Bullen ;  and 
the  character  of  Paulina  feems  to 
be  that  of  this  identical  old  lady , 
placed  in  a  more  confpicuous  and 
advantageous  point  of  view.  The 
fame  officious  zeal  to  ferve  her 
miftrefs,  and  the  fame  kind  of  gar¬ 
rulous  intrepidity  towards  an  ira- 
fcible  monarch,  is  apparent  in  both 
chara&ers.— 4  The  child,’  fays  Pau¬ 
lina,  4  is  yours,’ 

<  And,  might  we  lay  th’  old  proverb  to  your 

‘  charge, 

1  So  like  you  ’tis  the  worfe.  Behold,  my 

*  lord3, 

1  Altho’  the  print  be  little,  the  whole  matter 
‘  And  copy  of  the  father  :  eye,  note,  lip, 

1  And  trick  of  his  frown.’ 

A.  2,-  S.  5. 

44  The  conjeCiure  which  I  am 
again  going  to  hazard,  may  appear, 
like  this,  too  fanciful.  That  Shak- 
fpeare,  however,  often  covertly  al¬ 
luded  to  different  perfons  and  trans¬ 
actions  in  the  days  of  queen  Eliza¬ 
beth,  and  of  her  father,  has  been 
clearly  fhewnby  his  commentators 
in  various  inftances :  but  the  fol¬ 
lowing  paffage  in  4  All’s  well  that 
4  ends  well/  has  eluded  their  ob¬ 
servation,  or  impofed  on  mine. 
The  ^king;  fays,  that  he  had  pre- 
fentecl  a  ring  to  Helen, 


i  And  bade  her,  if  her  fortune  ever  Hood. 

‘  Necefiitatcd  to  help,  that  by  this-  token 
i  I  would  relieve  her.’ 

A.  5,  S.  4. 


“  It  appears  to  me,  that  the  ro¬ 
mantic  ftory  of  queen -Elizabeth’s 
having  delivered  a  ring  to  Effex, 
with  a  promife  to  affift  hi  in  in  any 
diftrefs  on  his  producing  it,  gave 
birth  to  this  incident.  Its  reality 
F  4  has 
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has  been  queftioned  and  ridiculed 
by  Voltaire,  but  it  has  been  iup- 
porfed  with  ability  and  fuccefs  by 
Walpole.  At  any  rate  it  appears 
to  have  been  a  popular  dory  ;  of 
courfe  fufficient  for  Shakfpeare’s 
purpofe,  and  for  mine. — This  opi¬ 
nion,  I  coufefs,  cannot  be  fup- 
ported,  if  we  allow  thole  dates  to 
be  accurate,  which  are  prefixed  to 
Shakfpeare’s  •  dramas  by  Mr.  Ma¬ 
lone  in  Jbhnfon  and  S-teevens’s  edi¬ 
tion.  He  fuppofes  that  4  All’s  wp  11 
*  that  ends  well/  was  reprefented 
in  1598.  As  EfTex  was  not  dead 
at  that  time;  and  as  it  cannot  be 
imagined,  even  had  he  been  fo,  that 
any  thing  allulive  to  fuch  an  in- 
ftance  of  the  queen’s  partiality  for 
him,  would  have  been  brought 
forward  on  the  ftage  during  her 
lifetime,  we  muft  either  rank  this 
play  among  Shakfpeare’s  latter  pro¬ 
ductions,  or  my  conjeCture  muft- be 
given  up  as  deftitute  of  any  foun¬ 
dation.  Mr.  Malone  fuppofes 
likewife,  that  ‘The  Winter’s  Tale’ 
came  out  in  1 594 ;  and  if  fo,  it 
could  not  have  been  intended,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Walpole’s  opinion, 
as  a.  fequel  to  Hen.  8,  for  that 
drama  appears  not  to  have  been 
written  till  1601.  I  am,  however, 
tin  willing  to  give  up  either  Mr. 
Walpole’s  conjeCture  or  my  own; 
and  it  is  obfer-vable  that  Mr.  Ma¬ 
lone,  who  has  fatisfacforily  afcer- 
tained  the  dates  of  Shakfpeare’s 
other  plays,  exprefies  fome  diffi¬ 
dence  in  regard  to  ‘  The  Winter’s 
4  Tale’  and  ‘  All’s  well  that  ends 
4  well.’  He  obferves  that,  4  ft hey 
4  did  come  out  in  1594  and  1598, 
1  they  came  oat  under  different 
4  titles  from  thofe  they  now  bear. 
4  • — Though  fuppofed  to  have  been 
i  early  productions,  they  were  not 
4  publifhed,  it  muft  be  acknow- 
6  ledged,  in  Shakfpeare’s  life-time, 
4  but  for' the  dates  of  them  we  rely 


f  only  on  conjeCture.’  Again* 
4  The  Winter’s  Tale’  was  not  en¬ 
tered  at  Stationers’  Hall,  [neither 
does  it  appear  that  the  other  comedy 
was]  nor  printed  till  1623;  but 
probably  is  the  play  mentioned  by 
Meres  under  the  title  of  4  Love’S 
4  Labour  w on.’  Thefe  conjectures 
carry  no  conviction  with  them; 
and  the  probability  feems  to  reft 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion, 
namely,  that  we  ought  to  number 
thofe  plays  among  the  latter  pro** 
duCtions  of  Shakfpeare;  particu¬ 
larly  if  the  perfonal  allufions  are 
admitted. 

44  1  mentioned  that  feveral  real 
characters  and  incidents  are  allud¬ 
ed  to  in  our  poet’s  comedies.  Some 
have  been  pointed  out,  but,  doubt- 
lefs,  in  refpeCt  to  the  greater  part,  no 
clue  remains  to  guide  our  fteps  and 
direCt  us  to  the  original.  I  am  fully 
convinced,  that  matter  Slender  fat 
for  his  picture  to  our  unrivalled 
portrait-painter,  as  well  as  his  cou- 
fin  Shallow.  4  His  little  wee  face,* 
4  his  little  yellow  c^zE-coioured 
4  beard,’  his  having  fought  with  a 
warrener,  been  intoxicated  and 
robbed  by  his  knavifh  compani¬ 
ons,  and  other  exploits,  equally 
memorable,  feem  to  mark  a  real 
character,  and  to  record  real  faCts : 
circumftances,  probably,  that  ex¬ 
cited  no  little  mirth  at  the  time  of 
reprefentation.  But  we  are  not  to 
wonder  at  thofe  allufions  being  now 
totally  loft  and  forgotten,  if  we  re¬ 
flect  with  what  rapidity  the  per- 
fonal  fatire  of  Foote,  which  fo  often 
in  our  own  days  4  fat  the  play-houfe 
4  in  a  roar,’  is  polling  on  towards 
the  oblivious  gulf.  — The  greater 
part  of  theflrftfcene  in  4  The  Merry 
4  Wives  of  Windfor,’  may  have 
been  copied  from  the  life,  and  have 
palled  in  Sir  Thomas  Lucy’s  judi¬ 
cial  hall.  Even  the  breaking  open 
the  lodge  and  kiffing  the  keeper’s 

daughter* 
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ughter,  which  Falkaff  (a  cha¬ 
pter,  it  is  faid,  partly  drawn  for 
inhabitant  of  Stratford)  humo- 
ufly  difavows,  may  have  been 
arges  there  ferioufly  urged  a- 
ink  Shakfpeare  and  his  riotous 
ociates. 

«  As  our  bard  is  univerfally  al- 
wed  to  be  a  copy  id  of  nature,  it 
duces  us  to  place  an  almoft  u li¬ 
nked  confidence  in  him.  We 
.nnot  but  fuppofe  in  his  hikoric 
■amas,  even  where  we  are  unable 
trace  him,  that  he  dwells  on  real, 
it  imaginary  tranfadtions ;  and 
is  preferved  many  genuine  anec- 
ites,  not  of  weight  fufficieiit  to 
ive  gained  admittance  into  the 
ige  of  hiftory,  or  taken  from  au- 
lors,  whofe  writings  fcarcely  fur- 
ived  their  own  exigence. 

“  The  following  remarkable  in- 
ident,  attending  cardinal  Beau- 
jrt’s  death,  is  fo  forcibly  charac- 
niftic,  that  we  cannot  eafily  fuf- 
edt  it  to  be  invention,  though  no 
iilory  mentions  the  circumkance. 

Lord  Cardinal,  if  thou  think’ft  on  heaven’s 
‘  blils,  _  v 

Hold  up  thy  hand ,  makefignal of  thy  nope.. 

He  dies,  and  makes  no  fign  !’ 

Hen.  6th,  2d  part,  A.  3.  S.  3. 

rhe  description  of  his  anguifh  and 
[efpair  occurs  in  Hall’s  chronicle, 
>ut  the  additional  circumftances 
hrown  in  by  Shakfpeare,  wonder- 
ully  increafe  the  horror  of  the 
bene.  The  addrefs  to  the  cardinal 
nay  be  illukrated  by  a  little  devo- 
ional  book,  intitled,  c  The  Key  of 
1  Paradife  opening  the  Gatetoeter- 
;  nal  Salvation,’  repubiifhed  at  St. 
Omer’s  in  1675?  vv^cn  firk 

printed  I  know  not,  in  which  is  the 
Following  meditation.  4  Imagine 
‘  thyfelf  lying  in  thy  death-bed, 
1  with  a  hallowed  candle  in  thy 
‘  hand,  a  crucifix  on  thy  break, 
‘  and  thy  ghoftly  father  calling  on 
‘  thee,  that  if  thou  canft  not  fpeak. 
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‘  yet  at  leak  to-  hold  up  thy  hand  hi 
‘  'token  of  thy  hope,  and  affiance  in 
‘  the  mercies  pf  ChriftF 

«  The. death  of  Gloker,  in  tha 
fame  drama,  (A.  3.  S.  3.)  though, 
according  to  hiftory,  its  manner 
was  uncertain,  is  marked  with  fo 
many  minute  and  appropriate  cir- 
cumftances,  that  Shakfpeare  mqft 
probably  heard  it  thus  particularly 
defcribed,  or  took  his  defcript'ion 
from  adlual  obfervation,  on  a  fimi- 
lar  event. 

u  The  interview  between  Henry 
£th  and  Williams  the  foldier  (Hen. 
5th,  A.  4.  S.  4.)  the  night  pre¬ 
ceding  the  battle  of  Aginconrt, 
with  tiieir  interchange  of  gloves, 
and  the  trick  in  confequence  play¬ 
ed  on  Fiuellin,  appears  to  have  been 
founded  on  fome  traditionary  ftory. 
Our  hearts,  at  leak,  will  not  allow 
it  to  be  a  fibtlon,  but  feel  delighted 
at  fuch  an  unexpected,  though  by 
no  means  unnatural,  recurrence  of 
Hal’s  original  humour. 

«  There  are  many  other  little 
incidents,  like  the  foregoing,  which 
we  ought  not  to  confider  as  inven¬ 
tion,  becaufe  we  cannot  trace  them 
to  their  fource.  Had  the  llory  of 
Simpcox  of  St.  Alban’s,  and  the 
combat  between  the  armourer  and 
his  apprentice  Peter  (Hen.  6th,  2d 
part,)  been  no  where  recorded  but 
in  Shakfpeare,  they  would  probably 
have  been  confidered  merely  as  lu¬ 
dicrous  fictions,  introduced  to  put 
the  upper  gallery  in  good  humour. 
Each  of  thofe  incidents,  however,  is 
noticed  in  different  chronicles  of 
the  times.  The  numerous  circum- 
kances  relative  to  the  death  of, lord 
Makings,  form  a  kind  of  epifode  in 
the  tragedy  of  Richard  3d,  and  they 
are  adopted  from  hiftory  : — even 
the  compliment  which  the  fubtle 
tyrant  pays  to  the  biffiop  of  Ely’s 
krawberries,  and  the  unimportant 
errand  on  which  he  ‘fends  the 

courtly 


[go]  C*  ITICAL  R 

courtly  prelate.  Catefby  obferves, 
4  the  king  is  angry,  fee  he  gnaws 
4  his  lip:’  and  Margaret*  in  her  im¬ 
precations  on  him,  exclaims, 

•'  No  deep  clofe  up  that  deadly  eye  of  thine, 
4  Unlefs  it  be  while  fame  tormenting  dream 

*  Affrights  thee  with  a  hell  of  ugly  devils.’ 

Rich.  3d,  A.  1.  S.  3. 

We  are  not  to  conftder  either  of 
thefe  expreflions  as  cafual,  but 
Rridtly  appropriate  and  hiftorically 
true.  Different  authors  relate,  that 
4  his  ileep  was  (generally )  filled  with 

*  perturbations,’  and  particularly 
that  night  previous  to  the  engage¬ 
ment  in  which  he  perifhed. 

44  When  Falftaff  ridicules  the 
{lender  form  of  prince  Henry,  and 
fays  that  he  would  give  a  thoufand 
pounds  if  he  was  abk  to  run  as  faft 
as  he  could,  &c.  we  mud  not/up- 
pofe  that  thofe  words  are  thrown 
out  accidentally.  Hiflorians  agree 
in  deferibing  him  as  tall,  thin,  and  . 
active.  Like  Achilles  he  was  no 
lefs  confpicuous  for  fwiftnefs  than 
for  perfonal  courage.  The  former 
is  reprefented  by  Pindar  as 

Ktjivovt’  ercupov?  anv  kv- 

•vwv  ScXfMV  S’  ioltstut* 

Tlzo'Jl  yag  xja tectjcev. 

Ncm.  Od.  3. 

And  we  might  be  almoft  tempted 
to  fuppofe  that  our  old  annalift  co¬ 
pied  from  the  Grecian  bard,  but 
for  the  words  inclofed  in  a  paren  - 
thefisv  4  He  was  palling  fwift.  in 
4  running,  infomuch  that  he  (with 
4  two  other  of  his  lords)  without 
4  hounds,  bow,  or  other  engine, 

4  would  take  a  wild  buck  or  doe,  in 
4  a  large  park.’  (Stowe.)  4  Omnes 
4  Coaetaneos,’  fays  Thomas  de  Elm- 
ham,  4 /alien do  praeceffit,  curfu  ve- 
4  loci  fimul  currentes  praevenitP 
We  fee  from  thefe  quotations,  the 
propriety  of  Hotfpur’s  fly  ling  him 
4  the  nimble  mad  cap  prince  of 
4  Wales  \  and  the  peculiar  juft  ice 


EM  ASKS,  ScC, 

) 

of  the  following  comparifon,  draw) 
by  Vernon,  a  friend  of  Hotfpur’s. 

4,I  faw  }roung  Harry  with  his  beaver  on, 

4  His  cuilTes  on  his  thighs,  gallantly  armec 
4  Rife  from  the  ground  like  jeathered  Mercury 
4  And  vaulted  with  fuch  eafe  into  his  feat 
4  As  if  an  angel  dropt  down  from  the  cloud 
4  To  turn  and  wind  a  fiery  P»gafus, 

4  And  witch  the  world  with  noble  horfe 
1  4  man^hip., 

Hen.  4fh,  1  ft  part.  A.  4.  S.  1 

A  variety  of  beautiful  and  happy  al 
lufions  occur  likwife  in  the  forme- 
part  of  the  fame  fpeech.  An  atten 
tion  to  much  minutiae ,  though  no 
hiftorically  true,  muft  have  a  won 
derful  efFedt  in  realizing  the  dra 
matis  perfonte. — Even  in  r«^fpedt  t( 
animals,  as  well  as  men,  Shakfpear 
will  not  deal  in  generals.  The  tra 
gedy  hero  of  a  modern  dramatii 
would  call  for  4  his  barbed  fteed, 
or  4  his  fiery  courfer:’  but  aRicharc 
orders  his  groom  to 

4  Saddle  white  Surrey  for  the  field,  to-mor 
row*/ — 

And  hiflorians  fav,  that  when  h< 
entered  the  town  of  Leicefter,  4  h< 
4  was  mounted  on  a  great  wbitt 
4  courfer .’  May  we  not  reafonabh 
fuppofe,  that  this  was  the  identical 
Surrey  ?  The  gallant  earl,  whofe 
name  he  bore,  was  warmly  attach¬ 
ed  to  Richard,  and  had  probably, 
as  a  proof  of  his  regard,  beftowed 
on  him  this  acceptable  prefent. 

44  The  impetuous  Hotfpur  im¬ 
patiently  enquires  after  his  4  crop* 
4  ear  Roan,’  and  exclaims,  in  equef* 
trian  tranfport,  4  that  roan  ft)  all  be 
4  my  throne.’  His  fondnefs  for  his 
horfe  (of  which  he  appears  to  be  no 
lefs  proud  than  Diomede,  a  conge¬ 
nial  character,  was  of  the  fteeds  of 
Tros),  is  one  of  his  marking  fea¬ 
tures,  and  humouroufly  ridiculed 
by  his  rival  in  fame,  prince  Henry. 
(Hen.  4th,  ift  part,  A.  i.  S.  8.) 
When  Vernon,  therefore,  expatiates 

with  more  candour  than  diferetion, 

$  • 
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in  praife  of  his  4  noble  horfeman- 
4  lliip,’  it  peculiarly  irritates  the 
mind  of  Hotfpur.  His  reply,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  conclufion,  is  truly 
character  iftic. 

- *  Come,  let  me  take  my  horfe, 

*  Who  is  to  bear  me,  like  a  thunderbolt, 

*  Againftthe  bofom  of  the  prince  of  Wales, 
i  Harry  to  Harry  fka.ll,  and  horfe  to  horfe , 

*  Meet,  and  ne’er  part  till  one  drop  down  a 

4  corfe  !’ 

Hen.  4th,  1ft  part,  A.  4.  S.  2. 

Hotfpur  feels  himfelf  touched  in  a 
tender  point.  His  rival  is  cele¬ 
brated  for  a  qualification  in  which 
he  thought  himfelf  pre-eminent ; 
and  his  mind  reverts  with  vexation 
to  the  unpleafing  idea.  The  beauty 
of  this  natural  Pally  of  paffion  efcap- 
ed  the  earlier  editors  of  Shakfpeare  ; 
and  it  has  been  printed  4  not  horfe 
*•  to  horle,’  in  every  edition  but  the 
fir  ft,  till  fir  Thomas  Hanmer  re- 
ftored  the  original  reading.  '  Such 
a  little  trait  diftinguiflies  a  mafter’s 
hand  more  than  pages  of  laboured 
declamationl 

44  The  mutual  antipathy  between 
Hotfpur  and  4  the  fword  and  buck- 
1  ler  prince  of  Wales,’  is  finely  con¬ 
ceived  and  admirably  executed. 
They  are  planets  in  fiery  oppofition, 
contending  for  fuperiority  in  the 
-  firmament  of  glory.  We  cannot  find 
a  fpeech  but  what  feems  dictated  by 
nature  itfelf.  Their  little  ebullitions 
of  paffion,  their  mutual  jealoufy, 


which  one  ftrives  to  conceal,  by 
treating  his  rival  with  ridicule,  and 
the  other  by  holding  him  in  affeCt - 
ed  contempt,  familiarize  them  to 
us.  We  fee,  we  know  them,  are 
privy  to  the  diffipated  relaxations  of 
the  one,  and  the  turbulent  thoughts 
that  agitate  the  mind  of  the  other. 
This  obfervation  may  be  extended 
to  almoft  every  leading  character : 
we  contemplate  men  like  ourfeives, 
endued  with  the  fame  propenfities 
as  thofe  that  actuate  them  in  real 
life,  and  are  confequently  interefted 
in  their  fortunes.  But  our  feelings 
are  not  excited  by  the  pompous  cha¬ 
racters  in  declamatory  tragedy :  they 
are  beings  of  another  fpecies,  and 
we  have  no  concern  with  them* 

44  If  the  wonder-working  p^n  of 
Shakfpeare  induces  us  to  pay  more 
credit  to  his  reprefentation  of  our 
hiftoric  characters,  than  hiftorical 
feverity  may  fometimes  allow,  it  is 
a  delufion  too  pleafing  to  be  lightly 
refigned.  We  fee,  or  feem  to  fee, 
realities;  and  the  caufes,  which  I 
have  juft  explained,  operate  alfo  in 
his  fictitious  dramas.  Though  he 
cannot  there  build  on  real  faCts,  yet 
appropriate  and  ftrong-marked  de- 
feriptions  of  perfons  and  places, 
familiar  converfation  and  charac¬ 
ter!  ftic  anecdotes,  commonly  give 
an  appearance  of  truth  and  con- 
fiftency  to  the  molt  wild  and  ex¬ 
travagant  fictions.” 


Peculiar  Excellencies  in  Handel’s  Music,  which, notwithftanding 
its  frequent  Repetition,  fecure  to  it  the  Poffeffion  of  the  public  Fa¬ 
vour;  by  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Exeter. 

[From  the  Fourth  Volume  of  Anecdotes  of  fome  distinguished 
Persons  chiefly  of  the  prefent  and  two  preceding  Centuries.] 


44  T  TANDEL’s  mufic,  particu- 
Jn[  larly  his  oratorios,  being 
ftill  annually  and  occafionally  per¬ 
formed  in  London  and  elfevvhere, 


it  may  not  be  incurious  to  enquire 
from  what  caufes  this  conftant  re¬ 
petition  arifes,  and  why  the  works 
of  this  mafter  have  had  a  fate  fp 

very 
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very  different  from  that  of  con¬ 
temporary  compofers,  the  greateft 
part  of  which  feems  configned  to 
oblivion. 

a  This  enquiry  will  naturally 
lead  to  the  fpeaking  of  general  prin¬ 
ciples,  fo  far  as  they  are  applicable 
to  the  prefent  fubjed ;  to  the  ftate 
of  inflrumental  and  vocal  mufic  ; 
and  to  a  comparifon  between  Han¬ 
del  and  other  compofers  of  note 
which  flourifhed  at  this  period. 
Nothing  more  being  intended  than 
a  few  mifcellaneous  observations  fet 
down  juft  as  they  occur,  method 
will  not  be  attempted,  and  of  courfe 
mu  ft  be  excufed. 

“  As  the  compofitions  which  are 
the  fubjed  of  the  following  remarks 
were  produced  in  England,  and  fet 
to  Englifh  words,  the  mention  of 
foreign  muftcians  and  their  works 
is  excluded,  as  not  appertaining  to 
the  fubjed,  unlefsfo  connected  with 
it  as  to  render  the  mention  indif- 
penfable. 

il  Mufic,  in  its  common  applica¬ 
tion,  is  considered  merely  as  an  en¬ 
tertainment  :  when  bad,  "it  difgufts? 
w’hen  good,  it  creates  fenfatious  un¬ 
known  from  other  fources;  and  if 
It  reach  the  fublime,  our  feelings 
are  more  powerfully  excited  than 
from  the  utmoft  perfedion  that 
poetry  alone,  or  painting,  has  yet 
attained. 

“  With  the  latter,  mufic  cannot 
be  connected ;  but  when  joined, 
or,  as  Milton  phrafes  it,  redded 
with  poetry,  it  reaches  the  high  eft 
pitch  of  excellence,  and  boars  a 
height  which,  disjoined  from  its 
powerful  ally,  was  impoffible  to  be 
obtained. 

“  Before  Handel,  I  cannot  re¬ 
coiled  any  inftance  of  this^ perfec¬ 
tion.  Our  beft  vocal  mufic  was 
in  the  church,  and  our  beft  com¬ 
pofers  were  Pu reel.  Wife,  Weldon, 
and  a  little  later,  Croft,  whofe  me¬ 


rit  as  far  as  it  reached,  will  be  evef 
felt  and  acknowledged. 

“  I nftru mental  mufic  was  per¬ 
haps  univerfally  barbarous  until 
the  time  of  Corelli,  whofe  compo- 
fttions  feemed  to  open  a  new  world* 
Even  in  thefe  our  times,  when  in- 
ftrumental  mufic  is  fo  much  im¬ 
proved,  Corelli  is  ftill  a  favourite, 
and  not  only  with  old-fafhioned 
people.  The  reafon  why  he  is  fo 
would  carry  me  too  far  from  my 
fubjed.  What  Corelli  did  for  bow- 
inftruments,  Handel  did  for  the 
harpfichord.  We  acknowledge  the 
improvements  of  the  modern  fym- 
phonifts,  but  we  ftill  relifh  a  con¬ 
certo  of  Corelli ;  and  no  great  per¬ 
former  on  the  harpfichord  but  fits 
down  with  pleafure  to  the  Suites 
des  Pieces  pour  le  Clavecin. 

“  The  mufic  for  the  ftage  was 
thoroughly  wretched,  and  conti¬ 
nued  fo  until  the  little  mufical  en¬ 
tertainments  of  Carev  and  the  Beg¬ 
gar’s  Opera,  which  made  their  ap¬ 
pearance  long  after  the  time  of 
Handel’s  firft  refidence  in  England. 
Such  was  the  ftate  of  our  mufic  at 
the  beginning  of  this  century,  and 
long  after. 

“  What  are  called  Handel’s  Haut-, 
bois  Concertos,  have  fo  much  fub- 
jed,  real  air,  and  folid  compofition, 
that  they  always  are  heard  with  the 
greateft  pleafure,  and  are  undoubt¬ 
edly  the  beft  things  of  their  clafs. 

I  believe  they  were  the  firft  attempt 
to  unite  wind-inftruments  with  vio¬ 
lins,  which  union  was  long  repro¬ 
bated  in  Italy. 

a  The  operas  of  Handel  are  con- 
fefiedly  fuperior  to  all  preceding 
and  contemporary  ones.  '  His  ora¬ 
torios,  though  called  bv  a  well- 
known  name,  may  be  juftly  efteem- 
ed  original,  both  in  defign  and  exe¬ 
cution.  Thefe  laft  being  the  pieces 
which  are  fo  frequently  performed, 

I  will  with,  the  utmoft  impartiality 

confider 


Peculiar  Excellencies 

onfider  their  merits  and  defers, 
nd  how  far  they  deferve  their  con- 
inned  approbation. 

“  Any  works  of  a  fafhionable 
:ompofer,  efpecially  if'exhibited  by 
)erformers  we  are  in  the  habit  of 
.pplauding,  will  take  a  prefent 
lold  oil  our  attention,  to  the  ex- 
dufion  of  works  of  fuperior  merit 
iot  pofTeffing  the  fame  advantages  ; 

)ut  when  they  have  had  their  day, 
hey  fet  to  rife  no  more.  On 
he  contrary,  thofe  compofition3 
vhich  depend  on  their  own  intrin- 
ic  merit,  may  make  their  way 
lowly,  or  perhaps,  by  being  cut  off 
roma  poffibility  of  taking  the  firft 
itep,  may  never  get  forward  at  all ; 
ret,  if  once  they  are  prefented  to 
:he  public,  and  their  effect  felt  and 
understood,  they  are  always  heard 
with  new  pleafure,  and  claim  an 
?qual  immortality  with  poetry  and 
painting.  Let  us  confider  what  are 
the  eftentials  of  good  miific,  and 
how  far  Handel’s  competitions  pof- 
fefs  them. 

u  The  firft  effential  (and  without 
which  all  others  are  of  no  confe- 
quence)  is  what  in  popular  mufic 
is'called  tune;  in  more  refined,  is 
denominated  air ;  and  in  the  fupe¬ 
rior  clafs  of  compofition,  fubjedt. 
Mufic  having  this  property  alone, 

Is  entitled  to  a  long  exiftence,  and 
pofieffies  it,  The  next  effential  is 
harmony,  the  ftrongeft  ally  by 
which  air  can  be  aflifled,  but  which 
receives  from  air  more  confequence 
than  it  communicates.  To  thefe 
mu  ft  be  added  expreffion,  giving  a 
grace  to  the  former;  and  facility, 
which  has  the  effect  of  immediate 
emanation,  and,  as  the  term  im¬ 
ports,  feems  to  accomplifh  with 
cafe  what  from  its  apparent  diffi¬ 
culty  fhould  be  rather  fought  for 
than  found. 

If  words  are  to  be  connected 
witlkmufic,  they  ought  like  that  to 


\ 

in  Handel’s  Music.  [93] 

be  light  and  airy  for  tune,  paffion- 
ate  for  air,  and  both  pafiionate  and 
fublime  for  fubject ;  but  in  every 
cafe  (except  particular  applica¬ 
tions)  muff  appeal  to  the  heart. 
The  accent  and  emphafis  mult  be 
expreffed,  and  whatever  effefi  the 
reading  of  the  words  is  10  produce, 
muft  be  encreafed  by  the  mufic. 

“  There  are  but  few  examples 
of  Handel’s  poffieffing  tune  in  the 
popular  fenfe.  He  feldom  is  with¬ 
out  air  in  its  moft  refined  applica¬ 
tion,  and  moft  commonly  has  an 
exuberance  of  fubjedt  for  greater 
purpofes.  His  harmony  is  in  ge¬ 
neral  well-chofen  and  full;  his  ex¬ 
preffion  fometimes  faulty,  but  fre¬ 
quently  juft;  and  his  facility  great 
from  fo  much  pradtice,  finking  now 
and  then  to  careleffiiefs. 

.  “  In  confequence  of  this  gene¬ 
ral  charadter,  we  find  no  fongs  of 
his  in  the  ftyieof  Carey’s  tunes  and 
the  real-  Englifh  ballad.  Moft  of 
his  oratorio  and  opera  fongs  have 
air  in  them,  fome  very  fine.  His 
choruffes  are  as  yet  unrivalled,  and 
thofe  form  the  broad  bafe  on  which 
his  fame  is  built. 

u  They  poffiefs  fubject  and  con¬ 
trivance,  frequently  expreffion,  and 
moft  commonly  facility,  altogether 
producing  a  fuperior  effedt  to  any 
other  c ho r lilies  yet  known  to  the 
public.  Their  great  number  and 
variety  fliew  his  invention,  that 
ftrong  criterion  of  genius.  It  will 
be  found  to  hold  true  as  a  general 
remark,  that  where  the  words  are 
moft  fublime,  the  compofition  has 
moft  fubject  and  expreffion;  and 
this  ought  to  be  confidered  by  thofe 
who  hold  words  of  no  confequence: 
if  they  have  no  other  than  exalting 
the  fancy  of  the  compoier  (which 
effedt  they  certainly  produce),  we 
fhould  for  the  fake  of  mufic,  inde¬ 
pendently  confidered,  make  choice 
of  works  of  imagination. 

6C  Befides 
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a  Befides  the  advantages  of  fu¬ 
perior  genius  and  know  ledge,  Han¬ 
del  pofiefted  another,  without  which 
his  genius  and  knowledge  might 
have  remained  for  ever  unknown. 
He  had  an  opportunity  of  prefent- 
ing  his  works  to  the  public  per¬ 
formed  by  the  heft  band  of  the 
times,  and  of  repeating  his  pieces 
until  they  were  underftood,  and 
their  fuperior  merit  felt.  By  thefe 
means  they  were  irnprefted  upon 
the  mind,  and  at  laft  became  fo  con¬ 
genial  to  our  feelings,  as  almoft  to 
exclude  the  poftibility  of  other  mu- 
fic  being  performed — but  I  have 
touched  on  this  fubjeX  elfewhere. 

“  HandePs  mufic,  then,  having 
the  great  eftentials  of  genius,  lkill, 
and  facility,  and  being  at  firft  per¬ 
formed  often  enough  to  have  its 
intention  comprehended,  and  its 
merit  felt  and  acknowledged,  it 
neceftarily  keeps  poiTeflion  of  the 
public  favour,  and  its  annual  per¬ 
formance  is  expelled  with  plea- 


fure,  and  always  confidered  as  an 
entertainment  of  a  fuperior  kind. 

“  After  this  unequivocal  and 
heart-felt  praife,  I  may  venture  to 
point  out  what  appear  to  be  defeXs 
in  this  great  mufician. 

“  The  firft  thing  that  an  en¬ 
lightened  modern  compofer  would 
notice,  is  an  inattention  to  the 
fort  of  the  different  inftruments, 
more  particularly  apparent  in  the 
parts  for  trumpets  and  other  wind- 
inftruments,  which  in  general  lie 
aukward  and  unkindly.  At  the 
time  we  acknowledge  this,  we  fhould 
remark,  that  in  thofe  days  fuch 
niceties  did  not  exift,  for  they  are 
fome  of  the  real  improvements  of 
modern  mufic,  Handel’s  concertos 
and  choruftes,  without  the  leaft  al¬ 
teration  of  harmony  or  melody  in 
the  fubjeX  (as  every  real  mufician 
well  knows)  might  be  improved  in 
this  point,  and  produce  a  very  fu¬ 
perior  and  increafed  eReX.”  * 


Qualities  neceftary  for  Students  in  Painting,  with  Rules  and 
and  Reafons-of  the  Art  which  demand  their  firft  Attention, 

[From  the  Third  Volume  of  the  Works  of  Anthony  Raphael 

Mcngs-] 


li  O  INCE  painting  is  a  liberal  art, 
O  it  tuuft  neceftarily  have  a  me¬ 
thod  ;  and  if  it  has  a  method,  it 
inuft  confequently  have  lure  and 
certain  rules,  I  therefore  think  it 
will  be  uleful  for  me  to  fet  forth 
here,  what  reflexions  every  young 
man  ought  to  make  before  he  be¬ 
gins  this  profeffion,  and  the  path  he 
ought  to  follow  after  he  has  under¬ 
taken  it,  that  he  may  always  ad¬ 
vance  the  more  in  his  career;  and 
at  the  fame  time,  I  flialt  fay  how 
the  mafter  ought  to  conduct  him- 
felf  in  order  to  teach  his  art.  There¬ 
fore,  according  to  my  cuftoin,  I 


give  up  all  prete'nfions  to  eloquence, 
and  fhali  endeavour  to  explain  rav* 
felf  as  Amply  as  poffible,  in  order 
to  be  underftood  by  all  claftes  of 
people. 

<4  The  firft  quality  a  boy  ought 
to  have  who  is  deftined  by  his  fu- 
periors  to  follow  painting  (I  fay 
fuperiors,  becaufe  this  profeffion 
mu  ft  be  commenced  before  we  have 
a  will  of  our  own),  is  penetration, 
attention,  and  patience ;  and  we 
nnift  not  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be 
dazzled  by  that  vivacity,  nor  by 
that  fire  which  is  commonly  taken 
for  genius,  but:  is  not  it  in  reality* 

on 


Qualities  neceflary  for  Students  in  Painting,  L95 J 


>11  the  contrary,  that  vivacity  often 
Prevents  children  from  refle&ing 
lpon  things,  and  confequently 
rom  making  improvements  in  paint- 
ng.  We  muft  therefo-e  mind  not 
o  be  deceived  in  taking  for  a  ge- 
iius  for  painting  that  inclination  to 
le  painters,  which  is  feen  in  many 
;hildren.  The  fortunes  made  by 
"ome  painters  induce  many  parents 
;o  bring  their  children  up  to  this 
irofeffion,  who,  after  having  ftu- 
died  it  for  a  long  time,  quit  it  with 
the  fame  levity  with  which  they 
undertook  it. 

“  In  order  to  fliun  thefe  incon- 
veniencies,  a  mafter  who  is  both 
fkilful  and  honeft,  fhould,  before  he 
takes  a  boy,  examine  well  him  and 
his  parents.  In  the  boy  tie  ought 
to  expedt  only  penetration,  pa¬ 
tience,  a  love  for  work,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  an  exadt  fight.  The  father 
ought  to  be  perfectly  difinterefted, 
and  have  a  llrong  inclination  to 
afford  his  fon  every  neceflary  help  ; 
and  he  muft  not  do  as  many  who 
call  themfelves  friends,  in  having 
paid  for  a  youth  a  mafter  for  a 
fhort  time. 

«  If  the  boy  is  found  to  be  pof- 
fefled  of  all  the  requifite  qualifica¬ 
tions,  the  mafter  muft  on  his  fide 
begin  by  diverting  himfelf  as  much 
as  he  can  of  his  felf-love,  and  teach 
him  all  he  knows,  all  he  has  learnt, 
and  what  has  not  been  taught  him 
by  any  one ;  and,  above  all,  he  muft 
never  be  apprehenfive  of  teaching 
him  too  much;  and  if  unfortu¬ 
nately  he  ftiould  be  infedted  with 
this  foible,  I  would  advife  him  ne¬ 
ver  to  be  a  mafter,  for  it  would  not 
be  adling  as  an  honeft  man,  wil¬ 
fully  to  bring  up.  people  to  be 
wretched ;  nor  do  I  fee  a  greater 
misfortune  for  a  man  than  to  have 
wafted  his  youth  to  become  a  bad 
painter :  and  as  that  depends  on 
|  the  mafter  he  can  eafily  avoid  this 


evil,  fince  no  one  has  a  precife 
obligation  to  inftrudl  pupils. 

It  is  true,  that  the  .world  is  fuli 
of  ingratitude,  and  that  a  fkilful 
painter,  in  giving  his  pupil  a  good 
education,  runs  the  rilk  of  bring¬ 
ing  up  a  viper  in  his  own  bofom  : 
but  other  men’s  vices  are  not  an 
excufe  for  ours ;  nor  can  that 
painter  ever  exculpate  himfelf,  who 
in  bringing  up  a  youth  is  the  caufe 
of  his  repenting  all  his  life  having 
undertaken  this  profeffion.  Thofe 
profefiors,  who  by  powerful  re¬ 
commendation,  and  without  inte- 
reft,  fee  themfelves  compelled  to 
receive  pupils,  if  they  do  not  teach 
them  with  requifite  care  and  appli¬ 
cation',  are  neverthelefs  excufable; 
for  it  is  certain  that  it  colls  more 
time  and  more  trouble  to  fimfti  a 
good  pupil,  than  the  largeft  picture 
in  the  world.  Therefore,  it  feems 
to  me  very  unjuft  for  patrons  to 
pretend,  that  an  artift  fhould  lofe 
his  time  in  teaching  the  art  to  thofe 
who  bring  him  no  profit  or  intereft 
in  doing  it.  This  unreafonable 
prahlice  generally  prevails  in  Italy, 
which  by  degrees  ruins  painting, 
and  the  youths  who  are  brought  up 
to  it,  in  fpite  of  the  fine  geniufes 
which  are  to  be  found.  But  I  fhall 
quit  this  fubjeft,  which  draws  me 
from  my  objedt,  and  proceed  to  the 
rules  and  reafons  of  the  art,  which 
I  propofed  to  myfelf  to  explain,  and 
therefore  fhall  employ  a  kind  of 
dialogue,  by  queitions  and  an- 
fwers. 

«  Q.  How  can  one  know  if  a 
child  has  the  neceflary  difpofitions 
for  painting? 

a  A.  If  he  has  more  fenfe  than 
vivacity,  one  may  conceive  good 
hopes. 

«  Q.  What  age  fliould  the  be¬ 
ginner  be  of  ? 

u  A.  The  more  tender,  the  more 
proper  to  begin,  for  from  four 

years 
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vears  he  may  learn  fomething;  and  there  is  no  objeCl,  whofe  outlines, 
then  it  will  be  eafic-r  for  him  to  ac-  and  form,  are  not  compofed  of 
quire  a  precifion  of  fight,  as  his  or-  figures,  and  fimple  or  compound- 
gans  will  not  have  contracted  any  geometrical  lines.  Therefore,  if 
particular  habit.  the  child  knows  how  to  make  thefe 

44  Q.  And  if  he  began  later,  could  figures  by  the  eye,  he  will  know 
he  ever  be  a  good  painter?  how  to  draw  accurately  any  thing, 

“  A.  Undoubtedly;  but  it  would  and  will  eafily  conceive  all  the  pro- 
coil  him  mu-eh  more  trouble:  for  portions. 

he  mull  neceflarily  have  employed  “  Q.  Will  it  not  be  better  to 
the  preceding  time  in  fomething,  make  hing  draw  the  human  figure, 
which  mufl  take  up  fome  part  of  which,  if  compofed  of  geometrical 
his  memory,  and  prevent  him  from  figures,  will  teach  at  once  what  by 
learning  painting  with  the  fame  fa-  the  other  means  is  learnt  at  twice? 
ciiity.  44  A.  This  advice  is  very  perni- 

44  Q.  Nevertlielefs,  have  there  cious ;  becaufe  the  beauty  of  the 
not  been  eminent  painters,  who  outlines  of  the  human  figure  de- 
have  begun  their  fludies  at  an  ad-  pends  011  ex pr effing  rightly  all  the 
vanced  age?  imperceptible  lines  and  broken 

44  A.  Yes.  But  the  greateff  forms,  which  form  a  whole  of  geov 
men  have  all  learned  painting  metrical  figures  intermixed  and  con¬ 
front  their  moil  tender  infancy,  fufed  with  each  other;  fo  that  it  is 
Raphael  was  fon  to  a  painter,  impoffible  for  a  child  to  conceive 
who  perhaps  made  him  begin  paint-  them  with  clearnefs  and  precifion, 
ing  as  foon  as  rcafon  appeared  and  ftill  more  difficult  for  the  ma¬ 
in  him.  Titian  began  when  a  fter  to  judge  by  them  of  the  exaCt- 
child.  Michael  Angelo  -handled  nefs  of  fight  of  his  pupil;  whereas 
the  marble,  at  twelve.  Correggio  in  a  fimple  triangle,  for  inftance, 
having  lived  only  forty  years,  left  it  is  eafy  to  know  the  defe&s  and 
fo  great  a  number  of.  excellent  faults  committed  by  the  eye  or  the 
works  that  they  could  not  have  hand. 

been  done  in  hafte,  and  he  mufl  44  Q.  What  is.  the  fault  of  the 
neceftarily  have  begun  to  work  very  eye  ? 

early.  It  is  however  true,  that  44  A.  There  are  people  who  fee 
fome  good  painters  have  begun  things  longer  than  broad,  and  o- 
later  ;  but  if  they  fucceeded  on  ac-  thers  the  contrary.  Some  at  a  cer- 
. count  of  their  extraordinary  abili-  tain  diftance  judge  all  objedls  to  be 
ties,  how  much  more  would  they  greater  than  they  are,  and  others 
not  have  excelled  if  they  had  begun  lefs ;  and  therefore  I  think  it  pro- 
at  an  earlier  age  !  per  that  children  fhould  draw  geo- 

44  Q.  What  is  the  fir  ft  thing  a  metrical  figures,  becaufe  in  the 
mafter  ought  to  teach  his  pupil  ?  •  plained  objedls  errors  are  mod: 

44  A.  As  it  is  not  eafy  to  difcover  eafily  detected  :  therefore  the  ma- 
foon  the  genius  and  -character  of  fter  may,  for  inftance,  in  a  triangle, 
children,  it  is  neceffiary  to  make  know  in  a  moment,  by  means  of 
them  begin  by  drawing  geometrical  the  rule  and  compaffies,  the  want  of 
figures,  but  without  rule  or  com-  exaTnefs  in  the  eye  of  his  pupil, 
paffes,  that  they  may  accuftom  their  44  Q.  The  reafon  would  be  good 
fight  to  exactnefs,  which  is  the  fun-  if  it  were  not  contradicted  by  prac.- 
damental  bafis  of  defign ;  fince  tice;  iince  neither  Raphael,  the 

Caraccis, 
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Caraccis,  Domenichino,  nor,  fi¬ 
nally,  any  great  painter  has  ever 
been  known  to  take  this  method, 
in  order  to  perform  the  excellent 
works  which  they  have  made. 

“  A.  This  is  partly  t  ue,  but 
hands  in  need  of  home  explanation. 
Leonardo  da  Vinci,  who  hps  left 
us  feveral  rules  of  proportion  of 
the  human  body,  decider,  that  geo¬ 
metry  is  necefiary  to  painters.  Ra¬ 
phael’s  matters  taught  him  to  draw 
with  an  extraordinary  vprec*fion  j 
therefore  he  could  not  help  hav¬ 
ing  at  firft  a  very  fervile  and  dry 
tatte,  which  he  could  only  quit 
when  he  faw  the  ancient  paintings, 
and  the  works  of  Michael  Angelo, 
which  he  imitated  becaufe  he  had 
formed  to  himfelf  the  moft  exadf 
eye  that  is  pofiible  to  be  had.  A 
genius  fo  pure  and  correct  has 
not  appeared  in  the  world  for  more 
than  two  centuries  and  an  half; 
therefore  it  would  be  prefumption 
to  fuppofe  that  any  child  what¬ 
ever,  who  is  brought  up  to  paint¬ 
ing,'  fhould  be  endowed  with  fo 
rare  a  talent :  fo  that  it  is  necefiary  ' 
to  examine  the  gifts  which  nature 
has  imparted  to  him.  The  Ca¬ 
raccis  followed  the  rules  of  propor¬ 
tion,  which  they  found  fettled; 
and  I  finally  admire  in  them  feve¬ 
ral  things  more  than  extreme  cor- 
redfnefs.  * 

“  Ck.  How  ?  Was  not  Hannibal 
extremely  corredf  ? 

“  A.  Corredinefs  is  taken  in 
different  fenfes ;  and  in  one  ofthefe 
he  was  corredl,  and  owed  it  not  fo 
much  to  the  exadlnefs  of  his  eye,  as 
to  the  practice  acquired  by  draw¬ 
ing  much.  Doinenichino  drew  fo 
often  the  group  of  Laocoon,  that 
he  knew  it  by  heart.  Neverthe- 
lefs  none  of  the  painters,  that  are 
mentioned,  have  equalled  the  pu¬ 
rity  and  precifion  of  the  antique  : 
and  as  without  being  accufed  of  a 
1796. • 
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low  fear  we  ought  to  undertake 
what  others  have  done,  I  there¬ 
fore  propofe  to  afpiref  to  the  molt 
perfect  ;  and  if  when  Raphael 
learnt  corredtnefs  from  his  matters, 
they  had  at  the  fame  time  taught 
him  to  avoid  their  dry  tatte,  and  to 
draw  nature  by  geometrical  figures, 
he  would  not  have  been  obliged 
afterwards  to  change  his  manner. 
If  Caracci  and  Doinenichino  had- 
learnt  painting,  according  to  the 
method  which  I  propofe,  we  fhould 
not  have  feen  in  their  outlines  fo 
many  falfe  lines  corrected,  and  in 
thofe  of  the  latter  particularly,  that 
cold  and  timid  tatte  which  we  fee 
in  them. 

“  But  this  geometrical  ttudy 
might  fometimes  be  prejudicial  to 
elegance  and  eafe. 

“  A.  Quite  the  contrary.  Ele¬ 
gance  confitts  in  the  great  variety 
of  curved  lines  and  angles,  and  it 
is  geometry  alone  that  can  give 
the  facility  of  performing  thefe 
things  with  a  fure  hand,  and  with 
the  qualities  required.  But  I  do 
not  pretend  that  this  ttudy  alone 
of  geometrical  figures  can  form 
great  painters.  I  fay  that  corredt- 
nefs  being  the  moft  difficult  part 
to  be  found  in  them,  and  that  de¬ 
pending  on  exadtnefs  of  fight,  it 
can  be  acquired  in  no  manner  fo 
eafy  as  by  the  ttudy  of  geometry. 
To  this  is  added,  that  a  child  by 
drawing  for  a  month  geometrical 
figures  with  accuracy,  will  learn 
more  exadtnefs  than  another  who 
has  been  drawing  in  an  academy 
for  a  year;  and  the  firft  in  fix 
months  time  will  know  how  to  lay 
a  figure  well,  and  will  have  a  good 
foundation  for  proceeding  in  ihe 
other  parts  of  the  art. 

“  Ck  Wliat  mutt  be  done  after- 
having  drawn  the  faid  geometrical 
figures  ? 

“  A.  Outlines  from  good  drawings 
Q  and 


Qualities  neceffary  for  Students  In  Painting. 


m 

and  pictures  muft  be  drawn,  and 
the  proportions  of  the  human  body 
mull:  be  ftudied,  in  order  to  learn 
a  good  tafte  of  drawing,  which  the 
mailer  muft  teach  from  the  pro¬ 
portions  of  antique  ftatues  ;  and 
then  the  attention  muft  be  re¬ 
doubled,  and  the  leaft  want  of  cor¬ 
rect  nefs  muft  not  be  excufed  $ 
when  this  is  done,  and  a  certain 
practice  of  drawing  outlines  with 
freedom  has  been  acquired,  then 
they  muft  begin  clare  obfcure. 

44  Muft  the  beginner  be  kept 
long  in  drawing  outlines? 

44  A.  Till  he  has  acquired  a 
competent  facility. 

44  When  this  is  done,  what 
muft  he  ftudy  ? 

44  A.  He  muft  begin  to  (hade, 
minding  to  make  his  drawings  with 

o  o 

the  utmoft  purity ;  for  if  he  ac¬ 
quires  then  this  important  quali¬ 
fication,  it  lafts  alfo  afterwards  all 
his  lifetime  in  painting.  I  fhall 
like  wife  obferve,  that  when  he 
draws  in  clare  obfcure  he  muft 
ftudy  anatomy  and  perfpedfive,  in 
order  to  prepare  to  draw  afterwards 
from  life. 

44  Qa  If  on  drawing  geometrical 
figures  it  has  been  faid  that  fix 
months  after  one  can  draw  well 
an  academical  figure,  why  muft  one 
fpend  one's  time  in  drawing  de- 
figns  and  pidhires,  fince  it  Teems 
that  it  would  be  more  expeditious 
to  begin  immediately  to  draw  fta¬ 
tues  ? 

44  A.  It  is  not  fo  ;  for  in  order 
to  draw  ftatues  well,  one  muft  know 
perfpedtive  s-  and  though  I  have 
faid  the  beginner  will  in  that  ftate 
know  how  to  lay  a  figure,  lie  muft 
not,  however,  do  it;  for  he  would 
accuftom  himfelf  to  a  cold  imita¬ 
tion,  without  underftanding  fore- 
fhortenings ;  or  he  would  lofe  that 
exacfthhfs  of  fight  he  might  have  ac¬ 
quired. 


44  How  muft  perfpedHve  be 
ftudied  ? 

44  A.  One  muft  begin  by  ftudy- 
ing  a  little  elementary  geometry, 
and  one  {hall  then  immediately 
learn  to  put  all  one’s  figures  in  per- 
fpedlive. 

44  Cb  Al'ttle  geometry  feems  to 
me  infuflicient,  fince  we  fee  that 
thofe  who  wifti  to  teach  perfpedtive 
fundamentally,  caufe  not  only  the 
whole  geometry,  but  alfo  architec- 
ture,  at  leaft  the  rules  of  the  five 
orders,  to  be  learnt,  as- they  affert 
that  one  cannot  lay  a  thing  in  due 
perfpefti •'e  if  one  is  not  perfectly 
acquainted  with  geometry.  . 

44  A,  Thofe  who  are  ol  that  opi¬ 
nion  are  not  deceived *  But  I  think 
that  to  form  a  painter,  the  prudent 
rn after  muft  endeavour  to  make 
him  know  all  the  requifites  of  his 
art  in  equal  proportions,  and  not 
let  him  lofe  his  eariy  time,  which, 
is  the  molt  precious,  in  things  that 
are  not  of  the  firft  utility. 

44  Will  the  painter  lofe  his 
time  then,  if  he  (Indies  perfpedtive 
fundamentally  ? 

44  A.  No:  but  as  this  is  a  much 
eafier  thing  than  others  which  con- 
ftitute  the  art  of  painting,  it  is  not 
proper  that  the  ftudent  ftiould  em¬ 
ploy  too  much  time  in  it,  before 
learning  thofe  which  are  moil  ne- 
ceffary  : — the  more  fo,  fince  the  ar¬ 
ticles  of  perfpeftive  which  aremoft 
neceffary  for  a  painter,  are  only  the 
plan,  the  fquare  in  all  its  afpefts, 
the  triangle,  the  round,  the  oval, 
and,  above  all,  to  conceive  rightly 
the  difference  of  the  point  of  view, 
and  the- variety  which  the  point  of 
diftance  produces  when  taken  far 
or  near*  , 

44  How  is  anatomy  to  be  ftu¬ 
died?  Many  fay  that  it  is  not  ne- 
ceffary,  and  that  thofe  painters  who 
have  applied  themfelyes  to  ir,  have  all, 
fallen  into  a  dry  and  gracelefs  tafte. 

44  A,  Thofe 
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<s  A.  Thofe  who  fay  that  ana¬ 
tomy  is  not  neceffary,  are  grofsly 
miftaken ;  for,  without  it,  ft  is  not 
poflible  to  reafon  upon  the  parts  of 
a  naked  figure.  But  in  all,  mode¬ 
ration  and  judgment  muff:  prevail, 
there  being  great  difference  between 
giving  all  to  a  part,  and  knowing 
how  to  employ  it  well ;  and  rules 
muff  ferve  a  painter  only  to  uni¬ 
form  himfelf  to  nature,  and  make 
him  underhand  it  welh 
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“  But  anatomy  is  fo  long  a 
ffudy  ? 

u  A.  It  is  certainly  not  fo  long; 
when  rightly  taught,  that  is  to  fay, 
when  the  painter  is  taught  no  more 
than  what  is  neceffary  to  him;  for 
a  phyfician  and  the  furgeon  muft 
ftudy  it  very  differently,  as  they  are 
to  know  all  the%nterior  play  of  the 
parts  of  man,  and  the  painter  wants 
only  to  know  the  effects  they  have 
on  the  fur  face. 
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PHILOSOPHICAL 


Interesting  Remarks,  by  Dr.  Herschel,  on  the  Permanency  of 
the  equal  Emissions  of  Light  of  our  Sun  ;  occafioned  by  the 
Changes  that  have  been  obferved  to  take  place  in  the  Lustre  of  the 
fixed  Stars. 

[Extracted  from  the  hr  ft  Part  of  the  Philosophical  Transactions  of 
the  Royal  Society  of  London,  lor  the  Year  1796.] 


61  T>Y  obfervations  fuch  as  this 
Jj  paper  has  been  calculated  to 
promote  and  facilitate,  we  are  ena¬ 
bled  to  refolve  a  problem  not  only 
of  great  confequence,  but  in  which 
we  are  all  immediately  concerned. 
Who,  for  inpance,  would  not  wifh 
to  know  what  degree  of  perma¬ 
nency  we  ought  to  afcribe  to  the 
luftre  of  our  fun?  Not  only  the 
liability  of  our  climates,  but  the 
very  exigence  of  the  whole  animal 
and  vegetable  creation  itfelf  is  in- 
volved  in  the  quePion.  Where 
can  we  hope  to  receive  information 
Upon  this  fubjedt,  but  from  aPro- 
nomical  obfervations  ?  If  it  be 
allowed  to  admit  the  (imparity  of 
liars  with  our  fun  as  a  point  ePa- 
blifhed,  how  necelfary  will  it  be  to 
take  notice  of  the  fate  of  our  neigh¬ 
bouring  funs,  in  order  to  guefs  at 
that  of  our  own  !  That  liar  which 
among  the  multitude  we  have  dig¬ 
nified  by  the  name  of  fun,  to-mor¬ 
row  may  (lowly  begin  to  undergo 
a  gradual  decay  of  brightnefs,  like 
/3  leonis,  a  ceti,  a  draconis,  £  urfse 
majoris,  and  many  other  dimini  fil¬ 
ing  Pars  that  will  be  mentioned  in 


my  catalogues.  It  may  fuddenly 
increafe,  like  the  wonderful  Par  in 
the  back  of  CaPiopea’s  chair,  and 
the  no  lels  remarkable  one  in  the 
foot  of  Serpentarius ;  or  gradually 
come  on  like  < 3  geminorum,  (2  ceti, 
£  fagittarii,  and  many  other  in- 
creafing  Pars,  for  which  I  aifo  refer 
to  lUy  catalogues.  And  laPly,  it 
may  turn  into  a  periodical  one  of 
25  days  duration,  as  algol  is  one  of 
three  days,  ^cephci  of  5,  (2  lyrae  of 
6,  v  antinoi  of  7  days,  and  as  many 
others,  are  of  various  periods. 

“  Now,  if  by  a  proper  attention 
to  this  fubjedt,  and  by  frequently 
comparing  the  real  Pate  of  the 
heavens  with  fuch  catalogues  of 
brightnefs  as  mine,  it  Piouid  be 
found  that  all,  or  many  of  the  Pars 
which  we  now  have  reafon  to  fu- 
fpedf  to  be  changeable,  are  indeed 
fubject  to  an  alteration  in  their 
luflre,  it  will  much  lePen  the  con¬ 
fidence  we  have  hitherto  placed 
upon  the  permanency  of  the  equal 
erniPion  of  light  of  our  fun.  Ma¬ 
ny  phenomena  in  natural  hiPorv 
feem  to  point  out  fome  paP  changes 
in  our  climates.  Perhaps  the  eafreP 
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way  of  accounting  for  them  may  be 
to  furmife  that  our  fun  has  been 
formerly  fometimes  more  and  fome- 
times  iefs  bright  than  it  is  at  prefent. 
At  all  events,  it  will  be  highly  pre- 
fumptuous  to  lay  any  great  ftrefs 
upon  the  liability  of  the  prefent 
order  of  things  ;  and  many  hitherto 
unaccountable  varieties  that  happen 
in  our  feafons,  fuch  as  a  general 
fe verity  or  mildnefs  of  uncommon 
winters  or  burning  fummers,  may 
poihbly  meet  with  an  eafv  folution 
in  the  real  inequality  of  the  fun’s 
rays. 

44  A  method  of  afcenaining  the 
quantity  or  intenfenefs  of  folar 
light  might  be  contrived  by  fome 
photometer  or  inftrument  properly 
conftru&ed,  which  ought  probably 
to  be  placed  upon  fome  high  and 
infulated  mountain,  where  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  various  caufes  that  affedt 
heat  and  cold,  though  not  entirely 
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removed,  would  be  confiaerably 
leffened.  Perhaps  the  thermometer 
alone  might  be  fufficient.  For 
though  the  lu fire  of  the  fun  fliould 
be  the  chief  objebl  of  this  refearch, 
yet,  as  the  eftebl  of  light  in  pro¬ 
ducing  expanfion  in  mercury  feems 
to  be  intimately  connedled  with  the 
quantity  of  the  incident  folar  rays, 
it  may  be  admitted1  that  all  conclu- 
fions  drawn  from  their  adiion  upon 
the  thermometer  will  apply  to  the 
invefligation  of  the  brilliancy  of  the 
fun.  And  here  the  forms  laid 
down  by  Mr.  Mayer,  in  his  little 
treatife  De  J^ariationibus  Thermo - 
metri  accuratius  dcjiniendis ,  may  be 
of  confiderable  fervice  todiftinguifh 
the  regular  caufes  of  the  change  of 
the  thermometer  from  the  adven¬ 
titious  ones,  among  which  I  place 
the  probable  inftability  of  the  fun’s 
luftre.” 


Minesalogical  Account  of  the  native  Gold  lately  difcovered  in 
Ireland,  in  a  Letter  from  Abraham  Mills,  Efq.  to  Sir  Joseph 
Banks,  Bart.  R.  B.  P.  R.  S. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


44  ry^HE  extraordinary  circum- 
J[  fiance  of  native  gold  being 
found  in  this  vicinity,  early  excited 
my  attention,  and  led  me  to  feize. 
the  fir  ft  opportunity  that  prefented 
itfeif,  after  my  late  arrival  here,  to 
infpedt  the  place  where  the  d'ifco- 
very  was  made. 

“  I  went  thither  on  Tuefday,  the 
3d  of  this  month,  with  Mr.  Lloyd, 
of  Havodynos,  and  Mr.  Weaver. 
The  former  having  given  you  fome 
account  of  the  circumftances  which 
attended  the  original  difcovery, 
and,  ftnce  he  left  me,  a  favourable 
day  having  enabled  me  to  take  a 
fecond  view  of  the  adjacent  coun¬ 


try,  I  (hall  now  attempt  to  .defcribe 
the  general  a:  pearance,  and  add 
fuch  further  information  as  has 
come  to  my  knowledge. 

4f  The  workings  which  the 
peafantry  recently  undertook  are 
on  the  north -eall  fide  of  the  moun¬ 
tain  Croughgn  Kinfhelly,  within 
the  barony  of  Arklow,  and  county 
of  Wicklow,  on  the  lands  of  the 
earl  of  Carysfort,  wherein  the  earl 
of  Ormond  claims  a  right  to  the 
minerals,  in  confequence  (as  I  have 
been  informed)  of  a  grant  in  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  the  Second, 
by*  prince  John,  during  his  com¬ 
mand  of  his  father's  forces  in  Ire- 
G  3  land; 
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land  ;  which  grant  was  renewed  and 
confirmed  by  queen  Elizabeth,  and 
again  by  king  Charles  the  Second. 

“  The  iiimmit  of  the  mountain 

is  the  boundary  between  the  coun- 
* 

ties  of  Wicklow  and  Wexford  ; 
feven  Englifh  miles  weft  from  Ark- 
low,  ten  to  the  fouth-weftward  of 
Rathdrum,  and  fix  fouth-wefterly 
from  Cronebane  mines;  bv  efti- 
mation  about  fix  hundred  yards 
above  the  level  of  the  fea.  It  ex¬ 
tends  W.  by  N.  and  E.  by  S.  and 
ftretches  away  to  the  nortb-eaft- 
ward,  to  Ballvcoage,  where  fliafts 
have  formerly  been  funk,  and  fome 
copper  and  magnetic  iron  ore  has 
been  found ;  and  thence  to  the 
N.  E.  there  extends  a  tradf  of  mine¬ 
ral  country,  eight  miles  in  length, 
running  through  the  lands  of  Bal¬ 
ly  mu  rtagh,  Ballygahan,  Tigrony, 
Cronebane,  Connery,  and  Kilma- 
coe,  in  all  which  veins  of  copper 
ore  are  found  j  and  terminating  at 
the  flate  quarry  at  Balnabarny. 

“  On  the  higheft  part  of  the 
mountain  are  bare  rocks,  being  a 
variety  of  argillite,  whofe  joints 
ranee  N  N.E.  and  S.S.W.  hade  to 
the  S.S.W.  and  in  one  part  include 
a  rib  of  quartz,  three  inches  wide, 
which  follows  the  direction  of  the 
it rata.  Around  the  rocks,  for  fome 
diftance,  is  found  ground,  covered 
with  heath;  descending  to  the  eall- 
ward,  there  is  fpringy  ground, 
abounding  vvith  co.  rfe  grais ;  and 
below  that,  a  very  extenfive  bog, 
an,  which  the  turf  is  from  four  to 
nine  feet  thick,  and  beneath  it,  in 
the  fubftratum  of  clay,  are  many 
angular  fragments  of  quartz,  con¬ 
taining  chlorite,  and  ferruginous" 
earth.  Below  the  turbary  the  ground 
falls  with  a  quick  defcent,  arid  three 
ravines  are  obferved.  The  central 
one,  which  is  the  moft  confide- 
rable,  has  been  worn  by  torrents, 
which  derive  their  fourqe  from  the 


bog ;  the  others  are  formed  lower 
down  the  mountain  by  fprings, 
which  uniting  with  the  former* 
below  their  jundtion  the  gold  has 
been  found.  The  fmaller  have  not 
water  fuffipient  to  wafti  away  the 
incumbent  clay,  fo  as  to  lay  bare 
the  fubftratum;  and  their  beds  only 
contain  gravel,  confiding  of  quartz 
with  chlorite,  and  other  fubftances 
of  which  the  mountain  confifts, 
The  great  ravine  prefents  a  more 
interefting  afpedt ;  the  water  in  its 
defcent  has,  in  a  very  fhort  diftance 
from  the  bog,  entirely  carried  off 
the  clay,  and  confiderably  worn 
down  the  fubftrata  of  rock,  which 
it  has  laid  open  to  infpedtion. 

“  Defcending  along  the  bed  of 
the  great  ravine,  whofe  general 
courfe  is  to  the  eaftward,  a  yellow 
argillaceous  ftiiftus  is  firft  feen ;  the 
laminae  are  much  Blattered,  are  very 
•thin,  have  a  light  hade  to  the 
S.S.W.  and  range  E.S.E.  and 
W.N.W.  Included  within  the 
drift,  is  a  vein  of  compadt  barren 
quartz,  about  three  feet  wide, 
ranging  N.E.  and  S.W.  ;  below 
this  is  another  vein,  about  nine  inch¬ 
es  wide,  having  the  fame  range 
as  the  former,  and  hading  to  the 
northward,  conftfting  of  quartz, 
including  ferruginous  earth.  Lower 
down,  is  a  vein  of  a  compadt  aggre¬ 
gate  fubftance,  apparently  com¬ 
pounded  of  quartz,  ochraceous 
earth,  chert,  minute  particles  of 
mica,  and  fome  little  argillite,  of 
unknown  breadth,  ranging  E.  and 
W.  hading  fait  to  the  fouthward, 
and  including  firings  of  quartz, 
from  or;e  to  two  inches  thick,  the 
quartz  containing  ferruginous  earth. 
The  yellow  argillaceous  ftiiftus  is 
again  feen  with  its  former  hade  and 
range ;  and  then,  adjacent  to  a  quartz 
vein,  is  laminated  blue  argillaceous 
ftiiftus,  ranging  N.E.  and  S.W, 
and  hading  S.  E. ;  which  is  after¬ 
war  dp 
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wards  feen  varying  its  range  and 
hade,  runnineftE.N.  E.  and  W.S.W. 
and  hading  N.N.W.  j  lower  down, 
the  blue  fid  ft  is  obferved  more 
com|faft,  though  ft  i'll  laminated. 
The  ground,  lefs  fteep,  becomes 
fpringy,  is  inclofed,  and  the  ravine, 
Shallower,  hasjlepofited  a confider- 
able  quantity  of  clay,  hand,  and 
gravel.  Following  the  courfe  of 
the  ravine,  or,  as  it  may  now  more 
properly  be  called,  the  brook,  arrive 
at  the  road  which  leads  to  Avklow  ; 
here  is  a  ford,  and  the  brook  has 
the  Irifh  name  of  Aughatinavought 
(the  river  that  drowned  the  old 
man)  ;  hence  it  defcends.  to  the 
Aughrim  river,  juft  above  its  con¬ 
fluence  with  that  from  Rathdrum, 
which,  after  their  junction,  take 
the  general  name  of  the  Ovo,  that, 
difc barging  itfelf  into  the  fea  near 
the  town  of  Arklow,  forms  an  har¬ 
bour  for  veftels  of  fmall  burthen. 

tf4  The  lands  of  Ballinvaily  are 
to  the  fouthward,  and  the  lands  of 
Ballinagore  to  the  northward,  of 
the  ford,  where  the  blue  fhiftus 
rock,  whofe  joints  are  nearly  ver¬ 
tical,  is  feen  ranging  E.IGE.  and 
W.s  W.  including  fmall  firings  of 
quartz,  which  contain  ferruginous 
earth.  The  fame  kind  of  earth  is 
alfo  feen  in  the  quartz,  contained  in 
a  vein  from  ten  to  twelve  inches 
wide,  ranging  E.N-E,  and  W.S.VV  . 
and  hading  to  the  fouthward,  which 
has  been  laid  open  in  forming  the 
Arklow  road. 

44  Here  the  valley  is  from  twenty 
to  thirty  yards  in  width,  and  is 
covered  with  fubftances  wafhed 
down  from  the  mountain,  which 
on  the  Tides  have  accumulated  to 
the  depth  of  about  twelve  feet. 
A  thin  ftratum  of  vegetable  foil  lies 
uppermoft  ;  then  clay,  mingled 
with  fine  fand,  compofed  or  fmall 
particles  of  quartz,  mica,  and  flftft  ; 
beneath  which  the  fame  fubftances 


are  larger,  and  coiifiitute  a  bed^of 
gravel,  that  alio  contains  nodules 
of  fine  grained  iron  Itone,  which 
produces  50  per  cent,  of  crude  iron 
incumbent  on  the  rock,  are  large 
tumblers  of  quartz,  a  variety  01 
argiilite  and  fhiftus  ;  many  pieces, 
of  the  quartz  are  perfectly  pure, 
others  are  attached  to  the  flu  it  us, 
others  contain  chlorite,  pyrites, 
mica,  and  ferruginous  earth ;  and 
the  arfenical  cubical  pyrites  fre¬ 
quently  occurs,  imbedded  in  the 
blue  fhiftus.  I11  this  mats  of  mat-’ 
ter,  before  the  workings  began,  the 
brook  had  formed  its  channel  down 
to  the  furface  of  the  rock,  and  be¬ 
tween  fix  and  feven  feet  wide,,  but 
in  times  of  floods  extended  itfelf 
entirely  over  the  valley. 

44  Refearches  have  been  made  for 
the  gold,  amidft  the  land  and  gra¬ 
vel  along  the  run  of  the  brook,  for 
near  half  a  mile  in  length ;  but  it 
is  only  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  above,  and  about  two  hun¬ 
dred  yards  Below  the  ford,  that  the 
trials  have  been  attended  with  much 
fuccefs  :  within  that  fpace,  the 
valley  is  tolerably  level,  and  the 
banks  of  the  brook  have  not  more 
than  five  feet  of  fand  and  gravel, 
above  the  rock;  added  to  this,  it 
takes  a  fmall  turn  to  the  fouthward, 
and,  consequently,  the  rude  furfacea 
of  the  fhiftus  rock  in  fame  degree 
crofs  its  courfe,  and  form  natural 
impediments  to  the  particles  of  gold 
being  carried  further-  down  the 
ftream,  which  flill  lower  has  a  more 
rapid  defeent  ;  befides,  the  rudq 
manner  in  which  the  country  peo¬ 
ple  worked,  feldom  enabled  them 
to  penetrate  to  the  rock,  in  thof? 
places  where  the  fand  and  gravel 
'  were  of  any  material  d  ;pth.  Ffieir 
m.ethod  was,  to  turn  the  courfe  of 
the  water  wherever  they  deemeft 
neceftary,  and  then,  with  any  in- 
ftruments  they  could  procure,  to 

Q  4,  '  <Eg. 
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dig  holes  down  to  the  rock,  and 
by  wafhing,  in  bowls  and  fieves,  the 
fand  and  gravel  they  threw  out,  to 
feparate  the  particles  of  gold  which’ 
it  contained  ;  and  from  the  flo- 
venly  and  hafty  way  in  which  their 
operations  were  performed,  much 
gold  moft  probably  efcaped  their 
fearch  ;  and  that  indeed  actually 
appears  to  have  been  the  cafe  ;  for 
iince  the  late  rains  w  a  filed  the  clay 
and  gravel  which  had  been  thrown 
up,  gold  has  been  found  lying  on 
the  furface.  The  fituation  of  the 
place,  and  the  conftant  command 
of  water,  do,  however,  very  clearly 
point  out  the  great  facility  with 
which  the  gold  might  be  feparated 
from  the  trafh,  by  adopting  the 
mode  of  working  pradtifed  at  the 
Left  managed  tin  ftream  works  in 
the  county  of  Cornwall;  that  is, 
entirely  to  remove  (by  machinery) 
the  whole  cover  off  the  rock,  and 
then  wafh  it  in  proper  buddies  and 
fieves.  And  by  thus  continuing 
the  operations,  conftantly  advan¬ 
cing  in  the  ravine  towards  the 
mountain,  as  long  as  gold  fhould  be 
found,  the  vein  that  forms  its  ma¬ 
trix  might  probably  be  laid  bare. 

44  The  difeovery  was  made  pub¬ 
lic,  and  the  workings  began,  early 
in  the  month  of  beptember  laff, 
and  continued  till  the  15th  of 
OCtober,  when  a  party  of  the  Kil¬ 
dare  militia  arrived,  and  took  pof- 
fefiion  by  order  of  government ; 
and  the  great  concourfe  of  people, 
who  were  brjfily  engaged  in  endea¬ 
vouring  to  procure  a  fhare  of  the 
treafure,  immediately  defifted  from 
their  labour,  and  peaceably  retired, 

44  Calculations  have  been  made, 
that  during  the  foregoing  period, 
gold  to  the  amount  of  three  thou- 
fand  pounds  Irifh  flerling  was  fold 
to  various  perfous ;  the  average 
price  was  three  pounds  fifteen  fliii- 
Jings  per  ounce  ;  hence  eiglft  hun¬ 


dred  ounces  appear  to  have  been 
collected  within  the  fhort  fpace  of 
fix  weeks. 

“  The  gold  is  of  a  bright  yellow 
colour,  perfectly  malleable  ;  the 
fpecihc  gravity  of  an  apparently 
clean  piece  19,000.  A  fpecimen, 
alTaved  here  by  Mr.  Weaver,  in  the 
moift  way,  produced  from  24  grains, 
22tvt  grains  of  pure  gold,  and 
1  fTr  of  filver.  Some  of  the  gold 
is  intimately  blended  with,  and 
adherent  to  quartz  ;  fome  (it  is 
faid)  was  found  united  to  the  fine 
grained  iron  if  one,  but  the  major 
part  was  entirely  free  from  the  ma¬ 
trix  j  every  piece  more  or  lefs 
rounded  on  the  edges,  of  various 
weights,  forms,  and  fizes,  from  the 
moft  minute  particle  up  to  2  oz. 
17  dwts.  ;  only  two  pieces  are 
known  to  have  been  found  of  fu- 
perior  weight,  and  one  of  thofe  is 
5,  and  the  other  22  ounces. 

44  t  much  regret  not  having  been 
prefent  when  the  work  was  going 
on,  that  I  might  have  feen  the  gold 
as  found,  before  prepared  for  faie 
by  breaking  off  any  extraneous 
matter  that  adhered  ;  for  in  that 
ftate,  a  proper  attention  to  the  fub- 
ftances  with  which  it  was  united, 
and  a  fubfequent  diligent  infpeCtion 
of  the  feveral  veins  that  range 
through  the  mountain,  might  aflift 
towards  the  difeovery  of 'that  from 
whence  it  was  detached. 

44  I  fhall  fhortly  return  to  Eng¬ 
land  ;  and  on  my  arrival,  will  fend 
fpecimens  of  the  gold,  and  of  the 
different  fubftances  of  the  moun¬ 
tain,  to  be  depofited  (if  you  think 
proper;  in  the  collection  of  the 
Royal  Society, 

44  And  am,  with  great refpeCt,  & c. 
44  ABRAHAM  MILLS. 

u The  bearings  are  all  taken  bvthe 
compafs,  without  allowing  for  the 
variation. 

61  Befides 
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Befidesthefeacconntsof  the  gold  creafe  their  bulk,  and  that  there 
id  in  Ireland,  the  following  in-  are  home  extraneous  fubdances, 
nation  has  been  received  on  fu'ch  as  dirt  or  clay,  contained  in 
:  fubjeft.  thofe  cavities. 

William  Molefworth,  efq.  of  u  This  opinion  was  difcovered 
alin,  in  a  letter  to  Richard  Molef-  to  be  well  founded,  by  cutting 
th,  efq.  F.R.S.  writes,  that  he  through  fome  of  the  fmall  lumps, 
ghe.d  the  larged  piece  of  gold  “  Stanefby  Alchorne,  efq.  his 
his  balance,  both  in  air  and  majefty’s  affay-mader  at  the  Tower 
er ;  that  its  weight  was  20  oz.  of  London,  allayed  two  fpecimens 
vvts.  21  gr.  and  its  fpecific  gra-  of  this  native  gold.  The  frit  ap- 

g  to  that  of  derling  gold,  as  peared  to  contain,  in  24  carats, 

to  18.  Alfo  that  Richard  21 J  of  fine  gold 

wan,  efq.  F.R.S.  found  the  fpe-  i-g-  of  fine  filver ; 

c  gravity  of  another  fpecimen  v-  -J- of  alloy,  which  feemed  to  be 
le  as  13  to  18.  Hence,  as  the  copper  tinged  with  a  little  iron, 
d  was  worth  £\  an  ounce,  “  The  fecond  fpecimen  differed 
.  William  Molefworth  con-  only  in  holding  2 f-|.  indead  of  2i|- 
des,  that  the  fpecimens  are  full  of  fine  gold.” 
pores  and  cavities*  which  in- 


L  Plica  Polonica  ;  by  Mr.  Frederic  Hoffman,  Surgeon  to  the 

Prussian  Army. 

[From  the  Memoirs  of  the  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society 
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DISEASES,  the  tendency  of 
which  is  fatal,  and  the  occur- 
ice  frequent,  peculiarly  claim  the 
ention  of  the  practical  phyfician; 
file  morbid  affeftions,  which  ap- 
ar  more  rarely,  and  prefent  un- 
;ial  phenomena,  more  efpecially 
raft  the  enquiries  of  thofe  whofe 
jeft  is  the  extenfion  of  general 
ence.'  The  difeale  termed  Plica 
fionica  is  of  the  latter  clafs.  It 
endemic  in  Poland,  arid  feldom, 
ever,  obferved  in  any  other  part 
Europe.  During  a  long  fray  at 
•eflau  in  Silefia,  I  had  frequent 
iportunities  of  obferving  this  dif- 
fe  :  and,  as  it  is  at  prefent  little 
lown  in  Britain,  I  trud  a  brief 
trratihn  of  the  principal  circum- 
ances  conneft:ed  with  it  will  not 
'ove  unintereding. 


u  Both  fexes  are  equally  liable 
to  the  attacks  of  plica.  It  ufuallv 
appears  during  infancy;  and  bur. 
feldom  after  the  age  of  twenty* 
When  once  produced,  it  continues 
during  the  remainder  of  life.  The 
accedion  of  the  complaint  is  in 
general  preceded  by  irregular  fpaf- 
modic  affeftions,  pains  in  different 
parts  of  thy  body,  a  flow  fever,  and 
various  difeafes  of  the  eyes;  all 
which  ceafe  immediately'  011  the 
appearance  of  the  Plica. 

(i  The  diforder  confids  in  a  prge- 
ternatu rally  rapid  growth  of  the 
hair,  with  a  copious  fecretion  of  a 
vifcid  matter  from  its  bulbs.  Tor 
the  mod  part,  the  hairs  of  the  head 
are  alone  affefted  ;  and  that  only 
in  peculiar  parts.  In  thefe,  the 
hairs  grow  confiderabiy  longer  than 
8  in 
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in  the  refit  and  are  knotted  and 
entangled  with  each  other  ;  being 
alfo  covered  with  the  vifcid  matter 
which  i  fines  from  their  roots,  and 
which  alliits  in  gluing  them  toge¬ 
ther, 

“  In  proportion  as  the  quantity 
©£  this  gluten,  and  the  implication 
(©£  the  hair  increafes,  it  is  hill  more 
and  more  difficult  to  clean  and 
comb  it;  hence  a  degree  of  phthi- 
rh-fts-  is  produced,  and  the  head 
contracts  an  extremely  foetid  fmell, 
t.o-  which,  however,  the  Polifii  pea¬ 
sants  are  fo  much  accuftomed, 
that  they  endure  it  without  com¬ 
plaint,  or  any  manifeft  inconveni¬ 
ence. 

“■  It  is  alfo  an  opinion  univer- 
/ally  prevalent  with  them,  that  the 
difeafe  is  a  falutary  effort  of  nature 
n<y  repel  a  morbid  matter  from  the 
Ijodv  ;  and  that  to  interrupt  the 
cmirfeof  it  would  be  productive  of 
imminent  danger  ;  hence,  they 
make  no  attempt  to  cure,  or  even 
jtaiifiate  the  complaint.  And,  if 
we  may  repofe  confidence  in  au¬ 
thors,  of  eftablifhed  reputation, 
anorbid  affedbons  of  a  fimilar  nature 
to  thofe  which  precede  its  oecur- 
xew.ee,  paralyfis,  and  even  death  it- 
fe!f„  have  fu-cc  ceded  imprudent  at¬ 
tempts  to  check  the  progrefs  of  the 
«.*£eafe.  Li  this  refpedt,  plica  bears 
fome  analogy  to  the  exanthemata , 
end  various  chronic  cutaneous 
eruptions. 

u  I  am  as  vet  unable  to  decide 

j ■  ' 

whether  this  complaint  is  heredi¬ 
tary  or  not.  From  fome  obfer- 
vations  indeed  it  appears,  that  a 
jjreefifpofition  to  it  may  be  tranf- 
mrtted  from  parents  to  their  off- 
fpiing :  but  my  information  on 
this  head  is  too  limited  to  afeer- 
ta’m  the  point.  In  one  cafe, which 
fell  under  mv  own  obfervation,  two 
brothers  had  plica,  both  on  the 
left  fide  of  the  head,  and  in  about 


one-third  of  their  hairs :  I  learner 
from  them,  that  their  father  ahe 
grandfather  had  alfo  been  affedlec 
with  the  difeale  in  a  form  exadtl) 
fimilar. 

“  Be fides  the  human  fpecies 
other  animals  are  fubjedl  to  thr: 
complaint.  It  appears  in  fome  o 
the  fined:  horfes  in  Poland.  Ir 
them  itis  fituated  in  the  mane,  anc 
fometimes  in  the  long  hairs  arounc 
the  hoof  and  fetlock  joint.  It  at 
tacks  alfo  the  different  fpecies  o 
the  canine  genus;  dogs,  wolves 
and  foxes.  Previous  to  its  occur 
rence  in  the  firffi,  the  fymptoms  o 
rabies  ufually  appear:  the  tail  i 
dropped  between  the-  hind  legs 
there  is  a  flow  of  frothy  faliva  fron 

J 

the  mouth,  the  fight  and  appetite 
are  impaired,  or  entirely  loft  ;  the] 
are  fnappifh,  and  difpofed  to  bite 
but  their  bite  does  not  produce  hy 
drophohia.  The  wolf  is  affedled  ii 
the  fame  manner  :  he  leaves  hi 
wonted  concealments  in  the  woods 
and  runs  wildly  among  the  docks 

o 

biting,  and  deftroying  them,  bo 
without  producing  hydrophobia. 

“  The  impofiibility  of  afeer 
taining  the  true  caufes.  of  this  fin 
gular  difeafe  has  given  rife  t< 
feveral  vague  conjedtures  on  thi 
fubjedf;  as  that  of  Le  Fontaine 
who  attributes  it  to  a  corruption  o 
the  fat. 

“It  is  fomewhat  remarkable 
that  plica  takes  place  only  amon| 
the  lower  clafs  of  people  ;  whenc< 
fome  have  conceived,  that  it  is  t( 
be  confidered  merely  as  a  confe 
quence  of  uneleanlinefs. 

“  But,  in  objection  to  this  opi¬ 
nion,  it  may  he  urged,  that  it  is  un¬ 
known  in  the  adjoining  countrie; 
fubject  to  the  Pruffian  government 
where  the  peafants  are  habituatec 
to  the  fame  euftoms  and  mode  o 
life,  or  nearly  the  fame  as  In  Polarn 
—that  its  appearance  affords  evi 

clea 
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mt  relief  to  the  fyftem,  and  its 
troceffion  is  productive  of  dan- 
tous  confequences.  The  idea, 
at  it  is  a  real  and  idiopathic  dif- 
fe,  is  confirmed  alfo  by  its  oc- 
irrence  in^a  variety  of  animals, 
id  by  the  circumftance  of  its  being 
infined  to  particular  parts  of  the 
:ad  ;  for  which  no  reaftm  can  be 
iigned  on  the  former  fuppofition. 
“  A- peculiarity  of  climate  can- 
>t  be  adduced  as  a  caufe  of  this 
feafe.  Poland  differs  little  in  this 
fpedt  from  the  adjoining  coun- 
es.  The  fummer  heat  is-  confi- 
rable,  the  thermometer  riling  fre- 
tently  to  98°,  iooQ,  1049,  and 
s  cold  in  winter  fo  great,  that  it 
is  fometimes  10,  15  degrees  be- 
v  o.  Put  though  the  changes  in 
e  atniofphere  are  fo  remarkable, 
dilferent  periods  of  the  year, 
-y  take  place  with  the  utmoft 
>ularity,  the  temperature  paffing, 
infenfible  degrees,  from  one  ex-  ' 
rae  to  the  other, 

* 

“  The  Poles  themfelves  are  a 
porous  hardy  race ;  inured  from 
ancy  to  labour,  and  to  expofure 


to  the  vicifiitudes  of  the  atmo- 
fphere  ;  aim  oft  regardlefs  of  cold, 
they  frequently  fteep  in  the  open 
air.  Their  diet  confifts  chiefly  of 
animal  food,  and  they  are  much 
addicted  to  the  ufe  of  fpirits.  They 
have  aji  equal  fondnefs  for  other 
ftrong  ftimulating  liquids.  I  have 
feen  them  drink,  with  the  greateft 
pleafure,  the  fait  brine  in  which 
herrings  have  been  preferved,  and 
even  nitrous  acid,  diluted  with 
water. 

u  Since  no  other  caufe  can  be 
aftigned  for  this  di feafe,  it  is  pro¬ 
bable  that  it  arifes,  according  to 
the  general  opinion,  from  conta¬ 
gion  ;  a  contagion  which,  like  that 
of  pfora,  can  be  communicated  by 
contact  only ;  but  this  I  have  not 
been  able  to  afcertain  by  any  ob- 
fervations  of  my  own. 

“  It  is  faid,  however,  by  authors 
of  reputation,  that  plica  is  frequent 
in  Tartary  :  and  that  it  was  brought 
into  Poland  in  the  thirteenth  cen¬ 
tury  by  the  Tartars,  who  at  that 
period  made  frequent  irruptions  in¬ 
to  the  eaftern  parts  of  Europe.” 


Account  of  the  Lynx  of  Aeruzzo. 

rom  the  T#  avels  through  various  Provides  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Naples,  in  1789,  by  Charles  Ulysses,  of  Salis  M  akschli.vs, 
tranftated  from  the  German,  by  Anthony  Aufrere,  Efq.j 


Although  Buffon  and 

Schreber  have  given  us 
'V  good  accounts  of  the  lynx,  the 
turalift  will  probably  not  be  dif- 
afed  at  receiving  forne  infor- 
tion  about  the  fpecies  of  lynx 
niliar  to  the  provinces  of  A- 
izzo.  It  is  frequently  met  with 
the  woods  of  Abruzzo  Ultra, 
ere  it  is  called  II  Gatto,  Pardo, 
1  is  fmaller  than  a  fort  that  is  not 
frequent  among  ft  the  Grlfon, 


mountains,  and  which  precisely 
refembles  the  fpecies  given  in  Buf- 
fon*s  Natural  Hiftory,  part  xix, 
plate  21,  French,  oCtavo — and  in 
Schrebers  Sucking  Animals,  part 
hi,  pi.  109,  page  408.  But  the  lynx, 
of  Abiuzzo  is  of  a  darker  colour, 
is  from  eighteen  to  twenty  inches 
high,  and  from  twenty-four  to 
twenty-feven  inches  in  length,  to 
the  root  of  the  tail,  which  is  four 
inches  long.  The  male  is  larger 

than 
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than  the  female.,  The  colour  is 
whitifh,  with  fpots  like  ftars,  of  a 
reddifh  yellow,  inclining  to  a  yel¬ 
low  gold  colour.  The  hair  is  ftiort 
and  fo ft,  the  head  large,  and  like  a 
tyger’s,  with  longifh  upright  ears, 
terminated  by  a  tuft  of  coarfe,  hard, 
and  upright  briftles.  The  eyes  are 
large,  and  the  teeth,  claws,  and 
whifkers,  are  long  and  ftiarp.  Had 
I  been  fortunate  enough  to  procure 
a  dead  one,  I  could  give  a  much 
more  complete  defcription  ;  but  I 
could  not  fucceed  in  my  endea¬ 
vours.  The  actions  of  this  animal 
exactly  refemble  thofe  of  a  cat, 
like  which  it  fits,  runs,  fprings, 
eats,  purrs,  and  deeps ;  although  all 
thefe  adtions  are  in  proportion  to 
its  fuperior  fize.  It  is  eafily  tamed ; 
and  the  baron  Tomafetti  allured 
me  that  it  ran  about  the  houfe  like 
a  cat,  was  much  attached  to  them, 
and  was  in  no  wife  inconvenient, 
except  from  its  extraordinary  curi- 
oflty.  Not  a  corner  in  the  houfe, 
nor  a  moveable  therein,  remained 
unvifited ;  and  a  female  loft  its  life 
by  jumping  down  the  hole  in  the 
privy.  I  was  furprifed  to  find  that 
the  domeftic  cat  had  an  infuperable 
averfion  to  this  animal;  and  I  was 
a  fibred,  that  the  moment  a  lynx  was 
brought  i .*i to  the  houfe,  all  the  cats 
difappeared,  and  were  feen  no  more 
during  that  animal's  abode  there. 
The  lynx  bears  the  privation  of  its 
freedom  only  fo  long  as  it  is  al¬ 
lowed  to  wander  about  the  houfe; 
all  thofe  which  the  baron  fent  to 
the  royal  menagerie  having  foon 
died  of  excefs  of  fat,  which  was  the 
cafe  with  that  I  faw-  there,  and 
which  alfo  appeared  extremely  me¬ 
lancholy.  The  lynx  of  Abruzzo 
is  unqueftionably  the  moll  fwift, 
fubtle,  and  audacious  beaft  of  prey 
in  Italy.  It  only  wanders  about  in 
the  night,  and  never  is  feen  in  the 
day,  utylefs  when  in  heat,  or  in 


fearch  of  provifion  for  its  yount 
It  feeds  upon  all  kinds  ofTnic< 
moles,  martins,  ferrets,  hares,  bad 
gers,  otters,  and  even  flieep  an 
goats ;  neither  are  tame  and  wil 
fowl  fafe  from  its  attacks.  ] 
watches  for  its  prey,  either  upo 
the  ground,  or  between  the  bran 
ches  of  a  tree,  and  ufually  feizes 
at  the  very  firft  fpring,  even  tiioug 
it  he  on  full  fpeed;  and  from  ii 
ambufeade  amongft  the  branche: 
it  fuccefsfully  darts  upon  birds  the 
are  upon  the  wing.  When  it  he 
killed  fuch  a  large  animal  as  a  wil 
boar,  or  a  roe-buck,  it  firft  fuel* 
the  blood  out  of  the  arteries,  whic 
feems  to  be  its  favourite  food;  afte 
which  it  devours  the  foft  parts  c 
the  head,  neck,  fhoulders,  and  leg: 
together  with  the  entrails,  an 
leaves  the  remainder.  When 
fails  in  procuring  a  live  animal, 
contents  itfeif  with  vegetables,  c 
gratifies  itfeif  with  all  kinds  c 
fruit.  Its  favourite  place  of  abod 
is  amongft  thick  and  extenftv 
forefts,  and  in  folitarv  diftridb 
where  it  makes  its  retreat  in  hollo\ 
trees,  or  in  holes  and  clefts  in  th 
rocks.  It  pairs  only  once  a  yeai 
at  the  beginning  of  fpring;  air 
contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  cats 
which  celebrate  their  nuptials  wit 
hideous  cries,  it  remains  perfect! 
filent.  The  female  goes  twi 
months,  and  then  brings  forth  twi 
young  ones,  wthich  are  generally  o 
different  fexes.  She  fuckies  then 
during  two  months  ;  and  the  youhj 
ones  require  two  years  to  grow 
and  be  lit  for  pairing.  It  has  beer 
obferved  here,  that  the  lynx  gene 
rally  attains  the  age  of  twenty  years 
Sociability  appertains  not  to  it 
qualities,  and  more  than  one  coupli 
are  rarely  found  in  a  diftridl.  L i 
all  creatures  upon  earth,  this  alft 
has  its  enemies,  and  is  purfued  bj 
men,  dogs,  wolves,  and  larg< 

fnakes 
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kes.  Flight  is  its  firfl  obje6l; 

when  it  is  deprived  of  the 
ins  of  efcape,  and.  is  attacked 
i  wounded,  it  defends  itfelf 
inft  every  defcription  of  enemy, 
h  fuch  fury  and  dexterity,  that 
3  feldom  orercome  but  by  num- 
s  of  beads,  or  the  fuperiority  of 
nan  fagacity.  The  lynx  not 
y  feeds  occafionally  upon  the 
lies  of  dead  men,  but  even  at- 
ks  children,  and  devours  them, 
is  animal  is  feldom  to  be  taken 
re,  except  whilfl  very  young, 
en  it  is  frequently  found  playing 
hi  the  grafs  near  the  trees,  or 
lying  about  the  country  in  quell 
its  mother.  It  is  fometimes 
en  in  traps,  but  is  generally  fhot. 
e  attachment  fubfifling  between 
ouple  is  remarkable :  for  when 
;  lies  dead  upon  the  ground,  and 
hunters  have  retired  to  a  certain 
:ance,  the  other  approaches  its 
nrade,  looks  at  it,  goes  round  it, 


lies  down  by  it, goes  away,  and  re¬ 
turns  feveral  times,  until  it  appears 
to  have  loft  all  hope  of  its  being 
only  afleep.  The  lynx  furnifhes 
man  with  a  verv  warm  and  ufeful 

j 

fkin;  and  fome  profit  arifes  from 
its  fat  and  gall. 

u  From  what  has  been  faid,  I 
think  that  the  Ivnx  of  Abruzzo 

j 

may  be  claffed  under  the  fpecies 
which  Schreber  calls  the  lynx-cat. 
It  is  indeed  fmaller,  and  has  very 
difiin6l  fpots ;  but  that  which  I 
faw  at  Naples  did  not  furpafs  our’s 
in  brilliant  colours,  and  differs  from 
it  in  nothing  but  in  its  production 
of  only  two  young  ones.  Axlian’s 
account  of  the  lynx  correfjponds 
fo  exadllv  with  the  one  above  de- 
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fcribed,  that  I  am  inclined  to  fun- 
pofe  him  not  unacquainted  with 
that  fpecies.  As  Pliny  fpeaks  of  no 
lynxes  in  Italy,  it  may  be  prefumed 
that  in  his  time  none  exified 
there.” 


the  Cultivation  of  the  Olive  Tree,  and  the  Process  of  making 
Oil  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Gallifoli. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


THE  olive-tree  is  here  pro¬ 
pagated,  either  by  grafting, 
flips,  or  bv  runners  from  the 
Her  roots,  which  in  fome  places 
■  called  Barbatelle. 

|l  They  graft  upon  the  wild  olive- 
e,  which  abounds  upon  the 
(lures,  where  old  and  half  de- 
yed  trunks  give  reafon  to  fuppofe 
it  olive  plantations  formerly  ex- 
xl.  This  operation  is  performed 
tween  the  end  of  March  and  the 
ginning  of  May  ;  in  three  years 
lit  is  produced  ;  and  this  is  the 
ickeft  method  of  producing  it. 

“  The  fecond  mode  is  here  called 
l.lmonare*  Between  November 


and  March,  the  branch  of  a  bear¬ 
ing  tree,  from  four  to  feven  palms 
long,  and  from  two  to  three  inches 
thick,  is  flipped  off,  and  put  into  a 
hole  which  had  been  dug  tome  time 
before.  The  earth  is  then  heaped 
up  around  the  branch,  within  a  foot 
of  the  top,  in  order  that  it  may  re¬ 
main  perfectly  frefli  ;  and  in  ten 
years  it  becomes  a  profitable  tree. 

“  The  third  method,  here  called 
Mazarellare,  confifls  in  planting 
very  fmdll  {hoots,  at  a  proper  di~ 
fiance,  jn  ground  previoufiy  pre¬ 
pared.  They  are  carefully  watered 
during  fummer,  and  transplanted 
the  third  year;  but  it  is  only  at  the 

end 
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end  of  13  or  14  years,  that  any  real 
profit  can  be  derived  from  fiich 
trees* 

“  I  am  much  furprifed  that  there 
fhould  be  no  nnrfery  for  olive-trees 
In  a  diftridt  where  that  tree  is  ho¬ 
noured  with  more  attention  than 
in  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom. 
The  prince  of  Fraiccavilla  had  in¬ 
deed  eftabliftied  a  nnrfery,  but  after 
his  death  it  was  fuffered  to  go  to 
decay,  notwithftanding  he,  as  well 
as  the  whole  country,  derived  the 
greateft  benefit  therefrom. 

44  In  the  propagation  of  the 
olive-tree,  lefs  attention  is  paid  to 
the  quality  of  the  olive  than  ought 
to  be  fliewn  to  that  article ;  for 
here,  as  amongft  other  kinds  of 
fruit-trees,  we  (hall  find  feveral  va¬ 
rieties,  efpecially  if  we  are  governed 
by  their  different  appellations.  But 
befides  that,  almoft  every  town  has 
its  own  peculiar  term  for  one  and 
the  fame  fort ;  botanizers  declare 
that  the  varieties  are  very  trifling, 
although  the  nature  of  the  climate, 
and  the  mode  of  cultivation,  affu- 
redly  occafion  fome  fort  of  di- 
ftindlion,  It  is  certain,  however, 
that  the  woods  and  uncultivated 
places  produce  a  tree  called  by  the 
peafantry  Termete  and  Oiivaffro, 
which  entirely  correfponds  with 
the  Olea  Europaea,  and  brings 
forth  a  great  quantity  of  fruit, 
which  is  only  half  the  fize  of  that 
produced  by  an  engrafted  olive- 
tree.  From  thefe  wild  trees,  when 
improved  by  cultivation,  probably 
fpring  the  pumberlefs  varieties, 
which  are  to  be  found  in  this  king¬ 
dom,  and  of  which  Dr.  Freda  men¬ 
tions  feveral  in  the  quarto  edition 
of  his  Memoria  tutor 710  ai  Seffanta 
due  fagg  't  d'Oglio  pref entail  alia  Ma - 
eft  a  del  Re  di  Napoli ,  publi  filed  at 
Naples,  in  1778.  Among  if  them 
he  principally  diftinguifhes  only 
two  kinds,  called  at  Gallipoli,  Og- 


liarola,  and  Cellina,-  from  who 
fruit  he  extracted  a  diffimilar  oi 
although  he  at  the  fame  time  allov 
the  difference  to  be  inconfiderabl 
The  former  correfponds  with  th 
which  the  ancients  termed  Sale] 
tina ;  and  its  fruit  is  by  far  the  be 
in  quality,  as  well  as  the  moft  con 
mon  in  the  province ;  but  the  tr 
that  bears  it  is  fubjedt  to  the  bligh 
or  Brufca.  This  olive  is  con 
monly  nine  lines  long,  fix  lin 
thick,  fcmewhat  curved,  of 
brown ifh  hue,  and  black  when  it 
perfectly  ripe :  it  weighs  betwe< 
30  and  ao  grains,  including  tl 
ftone,  which  is  almoft  fmoath,  ar 
weighs  about  fix  or  eight  grains. 

44  The  other  fort,  called  Cellin 
is,  after  the  above,  the  moft  con 
mon  ;  but  it  has  many  differe 
appellations,  as  Uliva  di  Nard 
Cafcirolo,  Mifciana,  and  other 
and  Columella  is  faid  to  mention 
by  the  name  of  Oleaftellum.  Tf 
olive  is  commonly  eight  lines  Ion 
fix  broad,  and  has  a  very  light  lion 
At  firft  it  appears  as  if  covered  wi 
a  filvery  fort  of  crape,  but  becom 
quite  black  when  it  is  ripe;  it  yiel 
lefs  than  the  foregoing,  and  the  ( 
fooner  turns  rancid.  The  tr 
which  bears  this  olive,  is  now  v& 
generally  cultivated,  it  being  le 
fubjedt  to  difeafes,  and  particular 
to  tiie  Brufca. 

44  The  procefs  of  cultivating  tl 
olive-tree  confifts,  firft,  in  ftirrir 
the  ground  around  the  tree.  Th 
is  done  at  the  beginning  of  the  yea 
when  the  earth  is  dug  five  or  i 
feet  around  the  trunk  of  the  tre 
to  a  certain  depth,  and  fome  fii 
manure  is  put  to  the  roots ;  b 
very  judicious  cultivators  will  n 
allow  of  the  manure,  and  fay  th 
it  is  prejudicial  to  the  quality 
the  oil.  Only  the  trees  upon  tl 
hills  and  fallow  grounds  are  treat' 
as  above  ;  the  earth  around  tho 
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>on  the  plains  being  fufficiently 
rred  in  the  tillage  of  the  land. 

“  Far  more  difficult  is  the  next 
aeration  of  pruning,  which  is  belt 
iderdood  by  the  inhabitants  of 
e  environs  of  Taranto,  and  efpe- 
diy  by  thofe  of  Mazafra,  who  are 
liverfally  employed.  Trees  that 
»  not  fiioot  very  fait  are  pruned 
December ;  and  fuch  as  are 
anted  in  a  very  rich  foil,  undergo 
it  operation  in  the  ipiiag.  Ti^e 
incrpal  rule  feems  to  be,  to  fulfer 
it  few  centrical  branches,  to  let 
as  much  air  as  poihble  to  the 
:erior  of  the  crown,  and  to  form 
more  in  breadth  and  rotundity 
m  in  height.  But  I  doubt  w he¬ 
rn  the  true  principles  of  pruning 
underftood  here;  and  indeed, 
fome  parts  of  this  province, 
lecially  near  Lecce,  the  trees, 
mg  ^ever  pruned  at  all,  attain  a 
•y  imufual  height,  and  yield  but 
■y  little  fruit. 

*  Dr.  Freda  tried  the  expen- 
nt  of  pruning  and  treating  his 
ss  like  efpaiiers, ,  with  confider- 
e  fuccefs. 

6  The  olive-trees  u  dually  bloffom 
June.  In  October  the  fruit  be- 
s  to  ripen  ;  but  does  not  reach 
full  perfedlion  until  December, 
en  the  Ikin,  the  pulp,  and  the 
face  of  the  ftone,  becomes  black, 
that  period  thev  yield  the  bed 
;  and  although  in  many  places 
olives  are  feen  hanging  upon 
trees  until  the  beginning  of 
ril,  it  is  extremely  detrimental 
the  quality  of  the  oil,  if  the 
^es  are  allowed  to  remain  upon 
trees  later  than  the  clofe  of 
cernber.  Before  the  done  is 
d,  which  takes  place  in  Auguft, 
prefture  whatever  can  force  any 
out  of  the  fruit.  Although  green 
Odober,.  they  are  quite  ripe 
•ugh  for  the  table  ;  and  in  No* 
iiber  they  ailume  a  red di fit  hue, 


but  are  Bill  too  acrid  to  produce  «£ 
of  the  befi  quality.  At  that  tinse* 
indeed,  a  certain  fort  of  oil,  called 
Oglio  Onfacino,  is  extracted  from 
them,  but  is  only  ufed  for  parties-  \ 
lar  purpofes,  According  to  Diof- 
corides,  Mat.  Med.  lib.  i.  cap.  zf* 
this  oil  was  like  wife  prepared  fey 
the  ancients,  who  knew  how  i® 
give  it  a  white  colour,  its  natural 
one  being  a  greenifh  yellow.  It 
was  by  them  confidered  as  the  bell 
oil ;  But  they  mult  have  podefTed  a 
method  of  preparing  and  colouring 
it,  which  is  now  loll;  for  not  wit  li¬ 
fts  ncling  Dr.  Freda  has  with  'infi¬ 
nite  attention  tried  every  method 
of  making  it,  the  oil  has  always 
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turned  (harp,  and  been  of  a  green- 
ifh  yellow  colour.  The  Oleum 
ftridiv  mn  of.  the  ancients  war 
prepared  from  olives,  which  having 
attained  a  middle  date  oT  maturity* 

•  -v  ™ 

were  neither  green  nor  black,  butt 
i potted  in  a  very  particular  man¬ 
ner.  In  fome  of  the  environs  of 
Taranto,  they  wait  until  the  olives 
fail  to  the  ground,  before  the}' ga¬ 
ther  them  ;  fo  tint  the  harved  lad.? 
from  the  end  of  October  until  the 
end  of  March.  But  at  Taranto  k- 
felf,  where  the  management  of  this 
life ful  and  profitable  fruit  is  better 
underftood,  the  olives  are  gathered 
in  December  witti  the  great e ft  care, 
and  heaped  up  in  cellars,  until  it  fee 
convenient  to  prds  them.  As  very 
few  individuals  have  an  oil-pref% 
and  as  in  the  baronial  towns  the 
lord  has  generally  the  exclusive 
right  of  pofiefliugone,  of  which  his 
fubjeds  are  condrained  to  -make 
ule,  they  are  frequently  obliged  to 
wait  fo  long  before  they  can  extract 
their  oil,  that  the  olives  neceftar  dy 
fall  into  a  date  of  too  great  fermen¬ 
tation,  which  is  fucceeded  bv  pu¬ 
trefaction  ;  and  this  is  one  of  the 
principal  caufes  of  the  general  bad* 
nefi;  of  the  oil.  The  duke  of  Mar¬ 
tina 
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tina  has  indeed  conftru&ed  maga¬ 
zines  for  olives,  arched' over,  and 
contiguous  to  his.  prefles,  upon  one 
of  his  eftates,  called  Cafalerotto, 
where  he  has  900  moggie  of  olive 
plantations;  and  the  olives  are  well 
preferved  therein;  but  fuch  expen- 
five  works  can  only  be  undertaken 
by  very  opulent  proprietors. 

u  The  oil-mills,  called  trappefi, 
are  of  two  kinds  ;  one  which  has 
been  in  common  ufe  for  a  long 
period  of  time  ;  and  another  that 
was  found  in  the  overwhelmed  town 
of  Stabia,  and  has  been  improved 
by  Lavegha.  The  firft  confifts  of 
a  folid  piece  of  limeftone,  or  mar¬ 
ble,  fafhioned  like  a  mill-ftone, 
ieven  palms  in  diameter,  and  two 
in  thicknefs :  this  vertical  fort  of 
wheel  is  placed  upright  upon  a 
round  flat  done,  from  fix  to  feven 
palms  in  diameter,  which  has  a 
raifed  border,  and  is  fixed  upon  a 
pedeflal  four  palms  high.  From 
the  bottom  of  this  (tone  rifes  a 
moveable  cylinder,  from  which  an 
axle  extends  into  the  centre  of  the 
upright  ftone,  in  fuch  a  manner, 
at  it  can  turn  round,  as  in  the 
nave  of  a  wheel.  An  afs  being  har- 
nefled  to  a  bar,  that  ftretches  alfo 
from  the  cylinder  acrofs  the  wheel, 
gives  motion  both  to  the  cylinder 
and  the  wheel,  whofe  weight cruflies 
the  olives  upon  the  ftone  beneath. 
Of  the  other  machine,  which  was 
found  under  the  ruins  of  Stabia, 
and  has  been  improved  and  ren¬ 
dered  fit  for  prefect  ufe  by  Lavegha, 
I  have  given  as  correct  a  represen¬ 
tation  as  a  hurried  drawing  would 
permit.  It  confifts  of  a  round  pe- 
deftal,  four  or  five  palms  high,  in 
which  is  fixed'  a  concave  hemi- 
iphere,  of  lava,  or  other  very  hard 
ftone,  two  palms  deep  in  the  mid¬ 
dle,  and  feven  and  a  half  in  dia¬ 
meter,  including  the  brim,  which 
is  one  palm  and  a  half  broad. 


From  the  centre  of  this  hemifphere 
rifes  a  moveable  cylinder,  whofe 
upper  end  is  let  into  a  crofs  beam, 
in  which  alfo  it  moves  around. 
At  a  certain  diftance  from  the  lower 
end,  a  very  ftrong  iron  axle  paflea 
through  the  cylinder  ;  upon  each 
fide  of  which  a  piece  of  lava,  of  an 
hemifpherical  form,  is  placed,  fo 
that  the  axle  pafles  them  far  enough 
for  nuts  to  be  fixed  at  the  end.s  of  it, 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  two  feg- 
ments  may  be  moved  at  pleafure, 
to  or  from  the  cylinder.  The  con¬ 
vexity  of  thefe  fegments,  which, 
when  united,  are  four  palms  in 
diameter,  exadtly  coincides  with 
the  concavity  of  the  mortar,  from 
which  the  Segments  can  however 
be  withdrawn  bv  means  of  the  nuts, 
In  the  fpace  between  the  fegments 
are  two  iron  inftruments,  of  which 
one  is  inferted  in  either  ftone;  the 
one  is  in  the  form  of  a  fickle,  and 
keep  the  olives  under  the  fegments ; 
and  the  other  fcratches  off  the  thick 
pulp  that  adheres  to  them.  A  hole 
is  cut  through  one  fide  of  the  con* 
cave  ftone,  and  furnifhed  with  a 
cork,  which,  when  the  olives  are 
fufficiently  cruflied,  is  drawn  out. 
and  the  motion  of  the  machine 
forces  out  the  pulp  ;  when  frefli 
olives  are  thrown  into  the  mill. 
The  advantage  of  this  oil-mill  over 
the  other,  confifts  in  its  requiring 
fewer  hands,  and  in  ftiortening  the 
time  of  grinding.  For  with  the 
common  machine,  one  man  is  con- 
ftanrly  employed  in  replacing  un¬ 
der  the  miil-ftone  l'uch  olives  as  fall 
out,  and  in  taking  out  the  pulp, 
before  he  can  put  in  frelh  fruit, 
Somewhat  lefs  oil  is  perhaps  pro¬ 
duced  by  Lavegha’s  mill ;  but  this 
defedt  is  amply  remedied  by  the 
fuperjor  quality  or  the  oil ;  for  as 
his  mill  pofiefles  the  peculiar  ad¬ 
vantage  of  cru filing  the  olive  with' 
out  grinding  the  ftone,  the  oil  i: 
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free  from  that  raw  and  acrid  fort  of 
tafte,  to  which  the  oil  produced 
from  the  other  mill  is  but  too  fub- 
je£t.  In  fliort,  its  numerous  oppo¬ 
nents  can  reproach  it  with  nothing 
but  being  of  more  expenfive  con- 
flru&ion ;  for  their  other  obje&ions, 
that  it  yields  much  Iefs  oil,  and  that 
their  forefathers  always  made  ufe 
of,  and,  were  fatisfied  with  the 
common  one,  can  have  but  little 
weight  with  reafonable  people. 
And  with  refpefr  to  the  expence,  it 
is  indeed  certain  that  the  duke  of 
Martina  expended  a  large  fum  in 
the  conftru£tion  of  his  mills  at  Ca- 
falerotto,  for  which  he  caufed  the 
lava  to  be  tranfported  by  fea  from 
the  foot  of  mount  Vefuvius  to  Ta¬ 
ranto  $  but  it  is  not  necefiary  for 
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every  one  to  follow  the  example  of 
that  opulent  nobleman,  efpecially 
when  jt  is  known  that  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  mountains  of  Calabria 
abound  in  ftone  as  proper  for  the 
purpofe  as  lava,  &c.  As  foon  as 
the  olives  are  fufficiently  crufhed, 
the  pulp  is  put  into  a  cylindrical 
fort  of  ftraw  bafkets,  called  fifchi- 
oli,  placed  one  upon  another,  under 
a  prefs,  that  is  worked  by  four  or 
five  men.  When  the  oil  is  done 
running,'  warm  water  is  thrown 
upon  the  bafkets,  which  undergo  a 
fecond  preffure.  The  oil  is  re¬ 
ceived  either  in  wooden  or  earthen 
veffels,  out  of  which  it  is  poured 
into  a  deep  brick  ciifern,  where  it 
is  ufually  well  preferved.’* 


(  ”4  ) 


ANTIQUITIES. 


Conjecture  on  the  Us§  of  the  ancient  terrassed  Works  in  the 
North  of  England,  by  John  Ferriar,  M<  D. 

( From  the  Memoirs  of  the  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society  of 

Manchester,  Vol.  IV.  Part  II.] 


ei  TN  the  northern  counties  of  this 
kingdom,  the  Tides  of  hills  are 
in  many  places  divided  by  regular 
terraces,  evidently  artificial.  Such 
works  are  firft  obfervable  in  Weft- 
moreland  and  Cumberland  ;  in 
Northumberland  they  are  very  nu¬ 
merous.  It  is  uncertain  whether 
they  exift  in  Scotland,  for  the  filence 
of  antiquarians,  who  are  generally 
bad  judges  of  earthen  works,  af¬ 
fords  no  proof  to  the  contrary. 
Probably,  the  famous  parallel  roads 
of  Glenco,  defcribed  in  the  appen¬ 
dix  to  Mr.  Pennant’s  Tour,  are  ter¬ 
races  of  this  kind,  as  they  abound 
in  the  avenues  of  hilly  and  difficult 
Countries.  The  extent  of  thefe 
works  is  very  different ;  in  Tome 
places,  there  are  not  more  than 
three  or  four  rows  of  terraces,  ca¬ 
pable  altogether  of  containing  an 
hundred  men ;  but  in  others,  the 
terraces  mount  almoft  to  the  fum- 
mits  of  lofty  hills,  and  would  lodge 
a  confiderable  body  of  troops.  At 
the  battle  of  Kumbledon,  the  Scot- 
tifh  army  is  laid  to  have  been  polled 
on  one  of  thefe  works,  which  is 
the  moll  extenfive  I  remember  to 
havjP  obferved. 

“  That  fuch  terraces  were  in¬ 
tended  for  military  purpofes,  can 


hardly  be  doubted ;  but  in  what 
age,  or  with  what  particular  view 
they  were  formed,  has  never  yet 
been  determined. 

“  Mr.  Wallis,  in  his  Antiquities 
of  Northumberland,  fuppofes  them 
to  have  been  ftations  for  parading 
the  militia  ;  but  it  is  improbable, 
that  in  rude  times,  To  much  exer¬ 
tion  fhould  have  been  employed, 
in  places  not  eafily  acceffible,  for  a 
purpofe,  to  which  a  level  furface 
was  much  better  adapted.  On  the 
contrary,  their  polition,  on  com¬ 
manding  lituations,  fecured  by  pre¬ 
cipices,  or  difficult  eminences  on 
both  flanks,  or  covered  by  advan¬ 
ced  works  of  the  fame  kind,  but  of 
fmaller  fize,  points  them  out  as 
lines  of  defence.  I  believe  they 
are  chiefly  to  be  traced  on  the  more 
acceffible  parts  of  a  high  country, 
or  riling  from  the  brink 'of  a  river, 
to  defend  the  paflage.  By  what 
people  they  were  raifed,  it  is  very 
difficult  to  conjecture.  They  dif¬ 
fer  in  every  particular  from  the 
Britifli  works,  defcribed  by  Csefar, 
and  are  probably  of  more  recent 
date,  for  they  indicate  the  accefs  of 
the  invaders  to  the  interior,  and 
flronger  part  of  the  country.  And 
no  traces  of  the  Britifli  dry  walls 

appear 
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appear  in  them,  although  ftone  is 
plentiful  on  the  very  ground  where 
they  are  formed.  They  referable, 
in  fome  places,  the  Danifli  field¬ 
works,  but  their  great  extent,  and 
pofition  with  refpedt  to  the  fea  and 
low  country,  for  they  chiefly  point 
to  the  eaft  and  fouth,  render  it  im¬ 
probable  that  they  are  of  Danifli 
origin.  I  was  once  inclined  to 
think,  that  they  were  conftrufted 
to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  that  peo¬ 
ple,  becaufe  confiderabie  terraces 
are  vifible,  on  the  hoping  eminen¬ 
ces  of  fome  fields,  near  Bambrough 
caftle,  in  Northumberland,  which, 
among  a  great  variety  of  intrench- 
ments,  contain  fome  beautiful  fe- 
micircular  redoubts,  with  triple 
ramparts.  But,  in  a  fhort  ramble 
to  the  lakes,  in  fpring  1791,  the 
view  of  Orton  Scarr,  between  Ken¬ 
dal  and  Appleby,  and  of  the  neigh-  N 
bouring  country,  induced  me  to 
believe,  that  if  this  kind  of  defence 
xvere  employed  againft  the  Danes, 
it  had  been,  however,  of  earlier 
origin. 

“  Orton  Scarr  (or  rock),  of 
which  I  have  given  a  very  imper¬ 
fect  fketch  from  memory,  lies  on 
the  north-eaft,  diredtly  oppofite  the 
lower  opening  of  the  pafs  of  Bre- 
derdale,  at  the  extremity  of  a  nar- 
row  valley,  watered  by  a  fmall 
river.  The  front  of  the  precipice 
is  occupied  by  three  rows  of  ter¬ 
races,  refembling  two  round  baf- 
tions,  connected  by  a  curtin.  On 
the  more  level  part  of  the  hill,  un¬ 
der  the  beacon,  fome  lines  appear 
to  have  been  drawn,  but  I  had  not 
leifure  to  trace  them.  Near  the 
road,  fcmewhat  in  the  rear  of  the 
terraces,  two  fmall  cairns  are  vi¬ 
fible.  The  pafs  of  Brederdale, 
which  the  traveller  defcends,  in 
going  northwards,  is  a  fteep  and 
winding  defile,  commanded  by  pre- 
ipitous  hills.  Where  it  begins  to 


ancient  terrassed  Works,  [115] 

fpread  out  towards  the  valley,  we 
meet  with  a  confiderabie  Roman 
liation,  occupying  nearly  the  whole 
breadth  of  the  pafs,  from  the  Beep 
bank  of  the  rivulet,  to  the  foot  of 
the  declivity.  It  appears  to  have 
been  fortified  with  care,  for  it  is 
furrounded  by  a  lofty  double  ram¬ 
part,  and  two  ditches.  In  the  bot-* 
tom,  where  the  banks  of  the  rivu¬ 
let  are  level,  appear  the  traces  of 
Caftle  How,  which  I  fufpeCi  to  be 
founded  on  the  fite  of  a  Roman 
caftellum,  defigned  to  protect,  the 
watering  parties.  It  is  in  full  view 
of  the  Ration.  Thus  we  are  pre¬ 
heated  with  the  appearance  of  two 
hoftile  garrifons,  evidently  invadjng 
and  invaded.  At  p relent,  all  is 
folitarinefs  and  filence : 

St  at  circum  alt  a  quies ,  curvoque  innixus 
aratro 

Defertas  fojjas ,  et  cajlra  minantia  caferis 

Rujlicus  invert  it,  tacit  a formiditie  l aft  runs 

Honor emque  loci ,  et  futleflos  Jlragibus  agros . 

Addifon.  Pax  Gulidxa. 

On  the  oppofite  bank  of  the  ri¬ 
vulet,  lower  than  caftle  How,  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  another  caftel- 
lum.  At  the  entrance  of  the  de¬ 
file,  from  the  fouth,  a  few  flight 
traces  of  terraces  are  feen,  and  the 
remains  of  a  fquare  entrenchment, 
with  a  Ih allow  ditch,  are  difco- 
vered,  adjoining,  in  the  fiat  coun¬ 
try.  In  temporary  encampments, 
the  Romans  commonly  ufed  a 
ditch,  from  three  to  five  feet  deep. 
Thefe  filent  monuments  .imprefs  a 
conneHed  Rory  on  the  mind'  of  the 
obferver,  and  perhaps  afford  fome 
materials  for  recovering  a  loft  chap¬ 
ter  in  hiftory.  Happily,  the  anti¬ 
quarian  vifion  I  am  about  to  re¬ 
cite,  obliges  us  to  erafe  nothing 
already  recorded. 

“  It  fee  ms,  from  the  imperfect 
account  of  Tacitus,  that  Agricola 
w#s  the  firft  Roman  commander 
If  z  who 
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who  penetrated  into  that  part  of  the 
country,  in  which  thefe  antiquities 
are  fituated.  Cerealis  had  reduced 
the  Brigantes  of  Yorklhire,  but  the 
inhabitants  of  Chefhire  and  Lan- 
cafhire  were  unfubdued,  and  the 
people  of  Weftmoreland  had  pro¬ 
bably  fecured  themfelves  in  their 
rocks  and  defiles.  The  incidents 
of  Agricokfs  firffc  campaign  are 
only  hinted  at  by  Tacitus,  and  moll: 
of  our  antiquarians  have  contented 
themfelves  with  fuppoling,  that  he 
entered  Yorklhire  bv  the  wav  of 

j  * 

Ifurium,  or  Aldborough.  But  the 
firft  operation  of  that  general  was 
to  recover  the  ifle  of  Mona,  or  An- 
glefey,  immediately  before  his  troops 
went  into  winter  quarters,  and  it  is 
probable,  from  the  exprellions  of 
Tacitus,  that  in  the  following  fpring 
he  proceeded  northwards,  along  the 
coafts  of  Chefhire  and  Lancafhire  : 
44  loca  caftris  ipfe  capere ,  aeftuaria  ac 

<c Jylvas  ipfe  pratent  are - nulla  ante 

44  Britannia  nova  pars  illaceffita  trans- 
44  ierit .”  The  word  ajluaria  can 
only  refer  to  the  inlets  of  the  wef- 
tern  coaffc :  the  aeftuaries  of  the 
Merfev  and  Ribble,  and  the  bav  of 
Morecamb,  the  moricambe ajiuarium 
of  the  Romans.  Mr.  Whitaker,  in 
his  learned  hiftory  of  Manchelfer, 
has  therefore  conjectured,  with 
great  probability,  that  in  79,  after 
overcoming  the  Cornavii,  Agricoia 
invaded  Lancafhire.  The  appear¬ 
ances  I  have  defcribed,  induce  me 
to  add  to  his  conjecture,  that  the 
campaign  was  probably  clofed  by 
an  invalion  of  Weftmoreland  and 
Cumberland,  and  that  in  its  courfe, 
Orton  Scarrwas  attacked  and  taken. 
The  ftrong  country,  with  which 
the  pafs  of  Brederdale  communi¬ 
cates,  might  have  been  the  refuge 
of  part  of  the  Brigantes,  who  had 
efcaped  from  the  attack  made  by 
Cerealis  on  the  lowr  country.  From 
the  number  of  Britifh  and  Roman 


remains  in  this  neighbourhood,  it 
plainly  appears  that  the  hilly  coun* 
try  was  formerly  well  peopled,  and 
confidered  as  an  important  diftriift. 
No  part  of  it  was  negledted.  Even 
the  dreary  pafs  of  Borrodale  re¬ 
ceived  a  Roman  garrifbn.  And 
while  the  religious  horror  of  the 
adjoining  mountains  favoured  the 
myllerious  impoftures  of  the  Dru¬ 
ids,  the  beauty  and  convenience  of 
the  vales  and  lakes  muff  have  early 
attracted  numerous  inhabitants.  The 
changes  in  the  feat  of  population, 
in  this  ifland,  have  been  fo  great, 
that  in  judging  of  the  importance 
or  remotenefs  of  any  northern  part 
of  the  country,  in  former  times,  we 
may  almoft  venture  to  reverfe  its 
prefent  condition.  To  this  retreat, 
fome  of  the  Britons  might  bring  an 
imperfect  knowledge  of  the  Roman 
art  of  war,  and  the  invention  of 
terra  fled  ramparts  might  thgn  be 
fubftituted  for  the  walls  of  loofe 
Rones,  which  the  firft  defenders  of 
this  country  oppofed  to  the  efforts 
of  the  legions.  Whether  Agricoia, 
after  fubduing  the  Siltuntii  of  Lan- 
calhire,  failed  up  the  bay  of  More¬ 
camb,  or  whether  he  proceeded 
along  the  coaft,  fixing  a  ftation  at 
Lancafter,  I  fhall  not  undertake  to 
enquire.  It  is  certain,  that  in  the 
route  from  the  bay  of  Morecamb  to 
Kendal,  various  traces  of  ancient 
entrenchments  are  vifible  ;  but 
Dr.  Stukelev,  by  a  Broke  of  his 
lively  pen,  has  turned  thofe  fcarce 
dilcernible  mounds  into  fplendid 
cities.  Apart  from  this  fancy  of 
multiplying  Palmyras  in  the  defart, 
Dr.  Stukelev  was  a  mod:  acute  anti- 

J 

quarian,  and  an  excellent  judge  or 
field-works  in  particular.  It  is 
therefore  dangerous  to  queftion  his 
authority  on  this  point. 

44  Suppoflng,  then,  Agricoia  to 
have  advanced,  in  his  firfl:  cam¬ 
paign,  by  the  pafs  of  Brederdale, 

let 
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let  us  try  how  far  the  feries  of 
field-works  defcribed,  will  alfifl  us 
in  recovering  a  fragment  of  his 
hiftory.  The  flight  terrace-work, 
at  the  entrance  of  the  defile  from 
Kendal,  fiiews  that  fome  attempt 
was  made  to  refill  the  invading' 
army  there.  The  Romans  had 
therefore  encamped,  as  the  fquare 
entrenchment  indicates,  hard  by 
the  pafs,  till  the  enemy  retreated, 
or  were  diflodged.  When  the  in- 
vaders  reached  the  bottom  of  the 
defile,  their  camp  would  probably 
be  flrongly  entrenched,  as  the  poll 
of  Orton  Scarr,  commanding  all 
the  interjacent  country,  would  then, 
appear  very  formidable.  Whether 
the  caftella  were  then  thrown  up, 
to  proteCl  the  watering  and  recon- 
noitering  parties,  or  whether  thefe 
were  fubfequent  works,  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  the  ftation,  it  is  impofiible 
to  determine.  The  former  con¬ 
jecture  is  not  improbable.  To 
pafs  the  valley,  then  perhaps  mar- 
ihy,  or  covered  with  thickets,  un¬ 
der  the  eye  of  a  vigilant  enemy, 
expeCting  an  attack,  was  an  ope¬ 
ration  that  might  require  a  delay  of 
fome  days,  and  after  all,  it  was  im¬ 
pofiible  to  attack  the  poll  in  front. 
The  lines,  therefore,  mud  have 
been  turned,  at  the  accefiible  part 
of  the  hill,  near  the  fituation  of  the 
prefent  high  road,  and  perhaps  the 
cairns  point  out  the  very  place  of 


the  afiault.  The  fuccefs  of  this 
aCtion  would  open  the  way  to  Car- 
lifie,  and  to  the  fea.  Other  ter-, 
races  appear  on  a  rifing  ground 
near  Penrith,  facing  towards  Kef- 
wick,  the  road  from  which  pafles. 
through  them.  And  on  the  fide  of 
a  hill,  fronting  the  river  Eimont, 
near  Brougham  caflle,  a  conside¬ 
rable  terrafled  work  is  very  diftin- 
guifhable.  But  no  probable  con¬ 
jecture  can  be  formed,  relpeCting 
the  other  incidents  of  this  cam¬ 
paign.  Perhaps  I  have  ventured 
fufficientlv  far  already. 

d  J 

“  No  remains  of  parapets  are 
feen  on  any  of  thefe  works,  which 
have  come^under  my  obfervation, 
although  the  ramparts  feem  to  re¬ 
tain  their  original  height,  If  para¬ 
pets  were  ever  added  to  them,  thev 
would  be  liable  to  fudden  decay, 

■  by  the  aCtion  of  winds  and  rains, 
in  fituations  fo  greatly  expofed. 
At  Orton  Scarr,  from  the  breadth 
of  the  platform  of  each  rampart, 
it  might  be  fuppofed  that  room 
was  given  for  tents,  or  huts.  But 
at  Humbledon,  and  in  other  places, 
the  breadth  is  only  fufficient  for  a 
fingle  file  of  foldiers.  If  this  con- 
ftruSlion  was  an  attempt  to  imitate 
the  Roman  method  of  fortification, 
the  ramparts  might,  like  thofe  of 
the  Romans,  have  been  defended 
by  projecting  wooden  towers,  or 
palifiades.” 


Particulars  of  the  Expence  of  the  Royal  Household  in  the 
Reigns  of  Henry  VII.  H  enry  VIII.  Queen  Elizabeth,  &c. 

[From  the  Twelfth  Volume  of  Arch^ologia,  publifhed  by  the  Society 

of  Antiquaries  of  London.] 

TF  we  compare  the  expences  of  in  the  coft  of  provifions,  the  refult 
i  the  royal  houfehold  in  former  will  probably  be,  that  the  expence 
times  with  thofe  of  later  dates,  and  of  his  prefent  majefty’s  houfehold 
obferve  the  alteration  of  the  value  is  not  more  than  it  was  in  the  time 
<$f  money,  and  the  progreffive  rife  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  is  much 

H  3  lefs, 
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lefs  than  it  was  in  the  time  of  her 
iucceffor. 

•  44  The  articles  contained  in  the 
very  curious  wardrobe  account  of 
Edward  the  Second,  published  by 
thefociety,  feem  rather  to  relate  to 
his  extraordinary  expences  and  pre¬ 
parations  for  war  in  Scotland,  than 
to  what  we  fhould  properly  call  the 
expences  of  the  houfehold.  The 
amount  of  the  latter  is,  however, 
to  be  collected  from  the  conclufion 
of  the  account,  which,  after  Eating 
the  whole  expences  of  the  articles 
in  that  book  to  be  /’.53,17s  15  1 
adds,  4  Summa  tota¬ 
lis  exituum  et  ex - 
penfaruin  garde- 
robe  per  ilium  li- 
brum  de  anno  28, 
una  cum  expends  hof- 
picii  regis  ejufdem 
anni  64,505  o  5 

Dedufl  then  the 

above  fu m  53,178151 

and  the  houfehold 
expences  will  be  10,926  5  4 

■ <4  What  might  be  the  expence  of 
Richard  the  Second,  I  do  not 
know  ;  but,  according  to  Holin- 
fhed,  it  mu  ft  have  been  enormous, 
as  he  fays  there  were  300  fervitors 
in  the  kitchen,  and  every  other  of¬ 
fice  furniflied  at  the  like  rate,  and 
that  ten  thou  fend  perfons  had  meat 
and  drink  allowed  them. 

44  From  the  pipe  rolls  it  appears, 
that  the  greatell  expence  of  Henry 
VII.  was  about  15,000!.  per  ann. 
but  this  was  afterwards  leffened, 
and  towards  the  end  of  his  reign 
was  reduced  to  about  13,0001. 

44  Henry  the  Eighth,  a  prince 
fond  of  expence,  began  with  about 
1 6, cool,  per  ann.  and  went  on  in- 
creating  till  in  his  30th  year  the  ex- 
pcuce  was  22,000k;  in  the  33d 
year  it  got  up  to  34,000k  and  the 
37th  to  40,000k 


44  In  the  beginning  of  queen 
Elizabeth’s, reign,  fhe  reduced  her 
expence  a  little  below  what  her  fa¬ 
ther  ended  with,  but,  at  the  conclu < 
fion  of  her  long  reign,  it  was  in- 
creafed  to  55,000k 

44  A  little  before  her  death  fee 
was  very  uneafy  at  finding  her 
houfehold  expences  run  fo  high, 
and  the  following  account  of  a 
converfation  which  file  had  on  the 
lubjedl  with  Mr.  Brown,  one  Qf  the 
officers  of  her  green-cloth,  is  truly 
charadleriftic  of  her.  She  died 
feortly  after,  and  before  any  thing 
had  been  done  to  corredf  the  abufes 
complained  of. 

44  The  original  of  this  paper  is 
amongft  fome  that  were  colledfed 
by  fir  Julius  Caefar.  It  is  in- 
dorfed, 

4  The  late  Matcs  fpetches 
4  often  tymes  to  R.  Bro : 
4  for  houfehold  caufes.’  * 

*  Richard  Brown’s  s’vice  to 
4  the  late  queene,  and  her 
4  mts  fpeeches  and  comts  at 
4  fundrie  times  to  him  for 
4  houfehold  caufes  knowen 
4  to  fome  of  the  lo:  in  coun- 
4  cil  and  white-ftaves. 

4  The  houfehold  charges  abridg- 
4  ed  from  30,000k  to  44,000k  per 
4  ann.  for  in  two  offices  onlie 
4  2,000k  per  ann.  abated. — Larder 
4  — poultrie — herma  ie  hasnotwith- 
4  (landing  told  Browne,  that  in  the 
4  beginning  of  herraigne  leffie  than 
4  40,000k  defrayed  the  charge. 

4  Browne  anfwered,  that  all  provi- 
4  c’ons  then  weare  cheaper.  The 
4  queene  faid,  that  may  bee  foe,  and 
4  1  fave  by  the  late  compoc’on  (as 
4  I  am  informed)  10, oool.  per  ann. 

4  and  therefore  I  charge  vou  exa- 
4  myne  the  difference-  of  fome  yeare 
4  in  the  beginning'e  of  mv  raigne 
4  with  one  yeares  expences  now, 

4  and  lett  me  underftand  ytt. 

4  An  examinac’on  and  confe¬ 
rence 


in  England,  at  different  Periods.  [119] 


4  rence  was  made  betweene  the 
6  fhird  yeare  and  the  43th  yeare,  yt 
4  was  found  that  in  bread,  beare, 

4  wyne,  wood,  coles,  wax-lights, 

4  torches,  tallox**lights,  and  fome 
4  meete,  and  other  allowances  of 
4  incidents,  neceffaries,  carriages, 

4  wages,  &c.  to  the  forpe  of  1 2,oool. 

4  per  ann.  at  the  leaft,  more  was 
4  fpent  in  a0.  43“°.  then  in  a°  3t!0 
4  Reg-.  and  no  fufficient  warrant 
4  for  the  increafe,  whereby  ytt  did 
4  playnlie  appeare,  that  the  booke 
4  figned  by  her  mat;efor  the  honour- 
4  able  allowance  to  all  p  fons  was 
4  not  exceeded. 

4  The  queenes  ma'!fi  being  in- 
4  formed  of  this  difference,  and  be- 
*  ing  therewith  moved  greatlie,  faid, 

4  And  fhall  I  fuffer  this,  did  not  I 
4  tell  you,  Browne,  what  you  fhonld 
4  fynd,  I  was  nevr  in  all  my  govern- 
4  ment,  foe  royallie,  with  nomber.s 
4  of  noblemen  and  la:  attended  up- 
4  on,  as  in  the  beginnmge  of  my 
4  raigne,  all  offices  in  my  cort  be- 
4  ing  fupplied,  wch  now  are  not, 

4  and  all  thofe  then  fatisfied  with 
4  my  allowance,  agreed  uppon  by 
4  my  councell  and  figned  by  me, 

4  wth  that  care  as  by  all  former 
4  princes  hath  bene  ufed.  And 
4  fhall  thefe  now  that  attend,  and 
4  have  the  like  allowances,  not  reft 
4  contented.  I  will  not  fuiter  this 
4  difho  able.  fpoile,  and  increafe  that 
4  noe  prince  ever  before  me  did,  to 
4  the  offence  of  God,  and  great 
4  greavance  of  my  lovinge  fubjedls, 

4  who,  I  underftand,  daylie  com- 
4  playne,  and  not  without  caufe, 

4  that  there  is  increafe  daylie  of 
4  carryadges  and  of  p  vic’on  taken 
4  from  them,  at  low  prices,  and 
4  waftfullie  fpent  within  my  cort  to 
4  fome  of  their  undoings,  and  now- 
4  myfelf  under  {landing  of  yt,  they 
4  may  juftlie  accufe  me,  to  fuffer  yt, 
4  with  many  other  difcontented 
4  fpeechesj  delivered  with  great  ve- 


4  hemehcie,  complayninge  of  the 
4  weakneffe  of  the  whiteftaves  to 
4  fuffer  yt,  and  accufinge  herfelf 
4  for  making  foe  {lender  choice, 

*  with  many  more  fpeeches,  &c. 

4  But  my  fpeedy  order  for  refor- 
4  mac’on,  fliall  fatisfy  my  lovinge 
4  fubjedts  greeved,  for  I  will  end  as 
4  I  beganne  with  my  fubjedls  love.’ 

44  In  another  hand  is  written, 

4  yt  ys  no  marvell  thoughe 

4  thofe  grevancS  were  compl. 

4  in  parlia mb’ 

4  Thofe  that  are  neareft  to  me, 

4  and  have  dailie  great  benefit  by 
4  fuits,  have  thele  waftfull  increafes 
4  daylie,  but  my  whiteftaves  and 
4  thofe  of  my  greencioth,  by  whom 
f  all  good  orders  and  honoble  allow* 

4  ances  fhould  be  maynteyned,  are 
4  principal  falters  herein,  for  noe  in- 
4  creafe  can  be  without  their  privi- 
4  tie  and  unlawful  warraunt,  where* 

4  by  I  fynd  the  difference  of  officers 
4  now,  and  in  the  beginninge  of  owr 
4  raigne. 

4  Whereupon  her  marie.  gave 
4  ftraight  charge  and  commandm1 
4  to  Browne  forthwith  to  repayre  to 
4  the  lo:  treafurer,  lo:  admiral,  and 
4  the  whiteftaves  of  the  hovvfliould 
4  ( wch  Browne  did),  that  order  might 
4  be  taken  to  abridge  all  meffes  of 
4  meate,  and  other  expences,  more 
4  than  the  booke  figned  doth  allowe, 

4  and  further  faid,  myfelf  will  fpeke 
4  unto  them,  and  geve  them  charge,. 

4  and  then  let  me  fee  or  learn,  what 
4  he  in  my  ho  life  that  dareth  break e 
4  and  tiifabey  my  orders  and  com* 

4  anadementJ  figned,  withverie  bit* 

4  ter  fpeeches,  that  fliee  would 
4  cleanfe  her co‘ and  notfuffer  fuck 
4  a  nomber  of  prfons  and  famylies 
4  more  than  are  to  bee  allowed  to 
4  bee  kept  within  the  coT  ,  where- 
4  uppon  her  matiefent  certain  noates 
4  to  the  white  ftaves,  to  be  put  in 
4  p’efent  execuc’on,  in  the  meane 
4  tyme,  before  the  effedinge  where- 

H  4  ‘of 
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4  of  yt  pleafed  God  to  take  her  matie 
4  to  his  mercie.* 

44  CEconpmy  was  not  one  of  the 
virtues  poftefTed  by  James  the  Firft 
(if  indeed  he  poffeiTed  any),  and 
when  he  came  to  the  land  of  plenty, 
he  had  no  idea  of  limiting  his  ex- 
pences.  The  eftimate  for  the  firft 
year  was  76,9541.  2s.  5|-d.  befides 
i6,oool.  for  the  prince,  making  to¬ 
gether  92,954k  2S.  In  his 

fourth  year  his  houfehold  expence 
\vas  97,421k  2S.  3d.  From  Mi¬ 
chaelmas  in  his  feventh  year  to  Mi¬ 
chaelmas  in  the  eighth  year,  it  was 
129,863k  9s.  ojd.  and  yet  the  king 
had  corn  and  cattle  ferved  by  the 
feveral  counties  at  under  prices, 
that  the  farmers  might  get  rid  of 
purveyors,  the  benefit  of  which  was 
eftimated  to  the  king  at  38,000k 

44  Prince  Henry’s  expences 
kept  pace  with  his  father’s.  At 
the  firft  eftablifhment  of  his 
houfehold,  20th  July,  1  James 
I.  anno  1603,  he  had  fervants  70 

44  A  few  weeks  after  a  fe- 
cond  book  was  figned,  when 


they  were  increafed  to  104 

44  In  the  next  year  they  a- 
mounted  to  141 

betides  fervants  of  thefe  fer¬ 
vants  who  had  intruded  them- 
felves  into  the  court  130 

44  The  1 41  foon  multiplied 
into  215 

befides  workmen  of  various 
forts,  and  t  3  extraordinary. 

44  In  1608  they  were  233 

and  with  the  mafters,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  fervants  alfo  increafed. 

44  The  book  figned  by  his 
royal  highnefs  in  i<mo  gives 
the  names  of  297  with  wages, 


129  without,  426 

befides  various  workmen,  a- 
mong  whom  is  Inigo  Jones, 
as  fiirveyor  of  the  works. 

44  The  following  letter,  the  ori¬ 
ginal  of  which  is  amongft  fir  Julius 


Casfar’s  papers,  mentioned  above* 
will  ftiew  the  confequence  of  this 
want  of  management,  \ 

44  It  is  indorfed 
4  To  the  right  honourabl  my 
6  very  good  lord  the  erl  of 
4  Dorfet,  id  high  treafurerof 
4  Englande.’ 

4  Right  honorabeil  my  very  good-. 
4  lord  : 

4  According  to  my  duty  I  have 
6  beene  always  carefull  to  fave  al 
4  needlefs  expenfe  in  the  prince’s 
4  houfe.  But  the  continual  increafe 
4  of  new  fervants  dayiy  fent  hether 
4  by  warrante  procured  without  my 
4  knowlege,  has  brought  the  charge 
4  fo.farr  out  of  frame,  that  it  hard 
4  to  conceive  a  courfe  how  to  leften 
4  it,  feeing  the  neceflary  increafe  of 
4  many  moor  will  follow  theprince’s 
4  advancement  in  years  and  digni- 
4  tie.  NotwithftandingleaftI  fhould 
4  feeme  to  bee  careiefs,  or  over  cu-« 

4  rious  todearch  into  other  mens  ac- 
4  tions,  if  it  fhall  pleafe  your  Ip  to 
4  commande  mee  by  a  letter,  to  call 
4  the  officers  of  this  houfehold  to 
4  advife  of  fome  redrefs,  unto  fur- 
4  ther  inconveniencies,  I  hoope. 

4  both  to  give  your  Ip  good  accounte 
‘  of  the  prefent  eftate  of  our  ex- 
4  penfe,  and  to  make  fome  overture 
4  how  to  reforme,  or  at  leaft  to  pre- 
4  vent  futur  accidents.  The  note 
4  that  I  fent  vpur  ft  containing  a 
4  breefe  of  fuch  orders  as  I  defir  to 
4  be  ratified  for  avoyding  confufion 
4  and  diforder  in  the  table,  I  be- 
4  feech  your  ft  to  confider  of,  and 
4  to  propounde  them  not  ft m ply  as 
‘  a  fuite  of  myne,  but  as  a  matter 
4  generally  requifite  for  the  better 
4  government  of  his  highnes  houfe, 

4  And  as  my  duty  always  binds  mee 
4  I  reft, 

4  Your  ips  aflu redly  to  commande, 

4  THO.  CHALONERP 

St.  James, 

Jan.  27. 

x  Sir 


/ 
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<{  Sir  Thomas  Chaloner,  in  a  let¬ 
ter  to  fir  Julius  Csefar,  dated  7  Nov. 
1607,  mentions  fome  of  the  above 
crcumftances,  fays  he  would  (at  the 
firft)  have  undertaken  to  maintain 
the  (prince’s)  houfe  to  the  king’s 
honour  for  8000I.  yearly,  provided 
they  might  have  good  payment  of 
the  money  ;  that  in  the  firft  year  he 
difmifled  of  unneceffary  dependants 
on  the  houfe  atleatt  3  fcore,  where¬ 
of  many  had  paffports  to  return  to 
their  own  country,  and  he  utterly 
refufed  all  fuitors  who  addrelfed 
themfelves  to  him  to  obtain  fome 
place  about  the  prince,  and  then  he 
complains  of  the  great  increafe, 
without  warrant,  as  well  as  with, 
and  of  the  number  of  fuitors  wait¬ 
ing  for  places.  Pie  fays,  that  for 
the  want  of  ready  money,  the  pur¬ 
veyors  are  forced  to  take  up  meate 
on  trull,  and  then  ferve  it  out  fo 
fmall  and  ill,  at  a  price  fo  high,  that 
the  king  had  better  borrow  money 
at  20  per  cent. 

*•“  It  feems  that  king  James’s  fer- 
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vants  took  much  pains  in  endea¬ 
vouring  to  leffen  his  enormous  ex¬ 
pence,  and  formed  various  projects 
for  that  purpofe.  They  obtained 
an  account  of  the  Trench  king’s 
houfehold  expence,  which  was  not 
fo  great  as  king  James’s.  The  heads 
of  it  were  as  follows  : 

Sterling. 

Thetableand  kitchen  315,718  3  6 

The  fiables  7,620  o  o 

Domeftic  officers  9,000  o  o 

The  office  of  plate  8,180  o  o 

The  treafurer  of  the 

chamber  12,893  3  o 

The  gardes  du  corps  5,400  2  o 

The  provoft  of  the 

houfehold  3,000  o  o 

The  hounds  and  fal¬ 
cons  3,642  14  o 

Total  85,454  4  6 

u  In  1622  king; 

James’s  expence  was 
reduced  to  78,995  7  8 

but  he  foon  after  made  additions 
to  it. 


The  houfehold  expence  of  king  Charles 

II.  from  1 

£- 

s. 

cL 

October,  1663,  to  the  laft  of  September,  1 

1664,  was 

57>2?s 

1 

o-l 

■  to  which  is  to  be  added  for  the  duke  of  1 

ork  — ~ 

10,000 

0 

0 

The  houfehold  of  king  James  If.' in  1687. 
Houfehold  coffers  —  76,118 

Stables  —  —  14*336 

6  6J 

J9 

90,455 

5 

8 

King  William  and  queen  Mary,  1  Off.  i( 
laft  of  Sept.  1693  —  * — 

3q2,  to  the 

1 14,685 

7 

King  William  alone  from  1698  to  1699 

9°,  733 

1 

Queen  Anne,  2  years,  061.  1  703 — 1  705 

167,42  r 

4 

n 

the  average  —  — - 

83,710 

T  * 

0 

1  year  061.  1 712—17 1  3 

8  % 044 

6 

IQ 

King  George  I.  061.1715 — 1716 

75,629 

7 

H 

1723—1724 

86,697 

1 18,487 

39 

H 

King  George  II.  1730 — 1731 

2 

<S$ 

CO 

HH 

1 

>~i 

CO 

r- 

) 

124,806 

l7 

H 

1  Jan.  to  the  laft  of  Dec.  1759 

108,290 

10 

O  A 
*  £ 

At  the  acceffion  of  his  prefent  pences.  A11  increafe  attended  the' 
majefty  a  confiderable  redudlion  increafe  of  his  family,  but  they 
was  made  in  the  houfehold  were  again  reduced  in  1782. 
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A  Short  Account  of  feveral  Gardens  near  London,  with  Remark! 
on  fome  Particulars  wherein  they  excel,  or  are  deficient,  upon  a  View 
of  them  in  December  1691  ;  communicated  to  the  Society  of  Anti¬ 
quaries  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hamilton,  Vice  Prefident,  from  an  origina 
Manufcript  in  his  PofTeffion. 


[From  the  fame  Work.] 


"TAMP TON  Court  gar- 
^  ___  den  is  a  larpe  plat,  envi¬ 
roned  with  an  iron  palifade  round 
about  next  the  park,  laid  all  in 
walks,  grafs  plats  and  borders. 
Next  to  the  boufe,  fome  fiat  and 
broad  beds  are  fet  with  narrow  rows 
of  dwarf  box,  in  figures  like  iace- 
patterns.  In  one  of  the  lefier  gar¬ 
dens  is  a  large  green  houle  divided 
into  feveral  rooms,  and  all  of  them 
with  doves  under  them,  and  fire  to 
keep  a  continual  heat.  In  thefe 
there  are  no  orange  or  leipon  trees, 
or  myrtles,  or  any  greens,  but  fuch 
tender  foreign  ones  that  need  con- 

O 

tinual  warmth. 

“  2.  Kenfington  Gardens  are  not 
great  nor  abounding  with  fine 
plants.  The  orange,  lemon,  myr¬ 
tles,  and  what  other  trees  they  had 
there  in  fumtner,  were  all  removed 
to  Mr.  London’s  and  Mr.  Wife’s 


greenhoufe  at  Brompton  Park,  a 
little  mile  from  them.  But  the 
walks  and  grafs  laid  very  fine, 
and.  they  were  digging  up  a  fiat  of 
four  or  five  acres  to  enlarge  their 
garden. 

“  3.  The  queen  dowager’s  gar¬ 
den,  at  Hammerfmith,  has  a  good 
greenhoufe,  with  a  high  ereded 
front  to  the  fouth,  whence  the  roof 
falls  backward.  The  houfe  is.  well 
flored  with  greens  of  common 
kinds  ;  but  the  queen  not  being  for 
curious  plants  or  flowers,  they  want 
of  the  mod:  curious  forts' of  greens, 
and  in  the  garden  there  is  little  of 
value  but  wall  trees;  though  the 
gardener  there,  monfreur  Hermon 


Van  Guine,  is  a  man  of  great  Ikili 
and  induflry,  having  railed  greal 
numbers  of  orange  and  lemon  tree; 
by  inoculation,  with  myrtles,  Ro¬ 
man  bayes,  and  other  greens  o: 
pretty  fliapes,  which  he  has  to  dif- 
pol'e  of. 

“  4.  Bedington  garden,  at  pre 
fent  in  the  hands  of  the  duke 
of  Norfolk,  but  belonging  to  the 
family  of  Carevv,  has  in  it  the  bed 
orangery  in  England.  The  orange 
and  lemon  trees  there  grow  in  the 
ground,  and  have  done  lo  near  one 
hundred  years,  as  the  gardener,  ar 
aged  man,  faid  he  believed.  There 
are  a  great  number  of  them,  the 
houfe  wherein  they  are  being  above 
two  hundred  feet  long;  they  are 
mod:  of  them  thirteen  feet  high, 
and  very  full  of  fruit,  the  gardenei 
net  having  taken  orb  fo  many  flow¬ 
ers  this  lad:  fummer  as  ufuall) 
others  do.  He  faid,  he  gathered  ofi 
them  at  lead  ten  thoufand  oranges 
this  lad:  year.  The  heir  of  the  fa¬ 
mily  being  but  about  five  years  ol 
age,  the  trudtees  take  care  of  the 
orangery,  and  this  year  they  huill 
a  new  houfe  over  them.  There 
are  fome  myrtles  growing  among 
them,  but  they  look  not  well  foi 
want  of  trimming.  The  reft  of  the 
garden  is  all  out  of  order,  the 
orangery  being  the  gardener’s  chiei 
care;  but  it  is  capable  of  being  made 
one  of  the  bed:  gardens  in  England, 
the  foil  being  very  agreeable,  and  s 
clear  diver  ftream  running  through 
it. 

“  r.  Chelfea  phvfic  garden  has 

great 
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great  variety  of  plants,  both  in  and 
but  of  greenhoufes.  Their  peren¬ 
nial  green  hedges  and  rows  of  dif¬ 
ferent  coloured  herbs  are  very 
pretty,  and  fo  are  their  banks  fet 
with  lhades  of  herbs  in  the  Irifh 
Hitch-way,  but  many  plants  of  the 
garden  wvre  not  in  fo  good  order  as 
might  be  expected,  and  as  would 
have  been  anfwerable  to  other  things 
in  it.  After  I  had  been  there,  1 
heard  that  Mr.  Watts,  the  keeper 
of  it,  was  blamed  for  his  negledl, 
and  that  he  would  be  removed. 

44  6.  My  lord  Ranelagh’s  garden 
being  but  lately  made,  the  plants 
are  but  finall,  but  the  plats,  bor¬ 
ders,  and  walks,  are  curioudy  kept, 
and  elegantly  deflgned,  having  the 
advantage  of  opening  into  Cheifea 
college  walks.  The  kitchen  gar¬ 
den  there  lies  very  fine,  with  walks 
and  feats,  one  of  which,  being  large 
and  covered,  was  then  under  the 
hands  of  a  curious  painter.  The 
houfe  there  is  very  fine  within, 
all  the  rooms  being  wainfcoted  with 
Norway  oak,  and  all  the  chimneys 
adorned  with  carving,  as  in  the 
council  chamber  in  Cheifea  col- 
lege. 

U'J.  Arlington  garden,  being  now 
in  the  hands  of  my  lord  of  Devon¬ 
shire,  is  a  fair  plat,  with  good 
walks,  both  airy  and  fhady.  There 
are  fix  of  the  greateft  earthen,  pots 
that  are  any  where  elfe,  being  at 
leaff  two  feet  over  within  the  edge  ; 
but  they  Hand  abroad,  and  have 
nothing  in  them  but  the  tree  holy- 
oke,  an  indifferent  plant,  wdiich 
grows  well  enough  in  the  ground. 
Their  green  houfe  is  very  w  ell,  and 
their  greenyard  excels;  but  their 
greens  were  not  fo  bright  and  clean 
as\farther  off  in  the  country,  as  if 

they  Differed  fomethinp  from  the 

*  . 

smutty  air  of  the  town. 

44  8.  My  lord  Fauconbergh’s  gar¬ 
den,  at  Sutton  court,  has  feveral 
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pleafant  walks  and  apartments  in 
it ;  but  the  upper  garden  next  the 
houfe  is  too  irregular,  and  the  bowl¬ 
ing  green  too  little  to  be  commend- 
eci.  The  greenhoufe  is  very  well 
made,  but  ill  let.  It  is  divided  into 
three  rooms, and  very  well  furnifhed 
with  good  greens;  but  it  is  fo 
placed,  that  the  fun  (bines  not  on 
the  plants  in  winter,  where  they 
mod  need  its  beams,  the  dwelling- 
houfe  Handing  betwixt  the  fun  and 
it.  The  maze  or  wildernefs  there 
is  very  pretty,  being  fet  all  with 
greens,  with  a  cyprefs  arbour  in 
the  middle,  fupported  with  a  well- 
wrought  timber  frame;  of  late  it 
grows  thin  at  the  bottom,  by  their 
letting  the  fir  trees  grow  without 
their  reach  undipped.  The  en- 
clofure  wired-in  for  white  phea- 
fants  and  partridges  is  a  fine  apart¬ 
ment,  efpecially  in  fummer,  when 
the  bones  of  Italian  bayes  are  fet 
out,  and  the  timber  walk  with  vines 
on  the  fide  is  very  fine  when  the 
blew  pots  are,  on  the  pedeftals  on 
the  top  of  it,  and  fo  is  the  fifh-pond 
with  the  greens  at  the  head  of  .it. 

44  9.  Sir  William  Temple,  being 
lately  gone  to  live  at  his  houfe  in 
Farneham,  his  garden  and  green- 
houie  at  Weft  oheene,  where  he 
has  lived  of  late  years,  are  not  fo 
well  kept  as  they  have  been,  many 
of  his  orange  trees,  and  other  greens, 
being  given  to  fir  John  Temple,  his 
brother,  at  EaH  Sheene,  and  other 
gentlemen  ;  but  his  greens  that  are 
remaining  (being  as  good  a  Hock  as 
moft  greenhoufes  have)  are  very 
frefii  and  thriving,  the  room  they 
Hand  in  fuiting  well  with  them  and 
being  well  contrived,  if  if  be  no 
defedt  in  it  that  the  floor  is  a  foot 
at  leaft  within  the  ground,  as  is 
alfo  the  floor  of  the  dwelling  houfe. 
He  had  attempted  tc  have  oranoe 
trees  to  grow  in  the  ground  (as  at 
Beddington),  and  for  that  purpofe 

had 
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had  enclofed  a  fquare  of  ten  feet 
wide,  with  a  low  brick  wall,  and 
fheltered  them  with  wood,  but  they 
would  not  do.  His  orange  trees  in 
fummer  hand  not  in  any  particular 
fquare  or  enclofure,  under  fome 
fhelter,  as  mod:  others  do,  but  are 
difpofed  on  pedeftals  of  Portland 
fione,  at  equal  diflance,  on  a 
board  over  againft  a  fouth  wall, 
where  is  his  belt  fruit,  and  laired: 

walk. 

“  io.  Sir  Henry  Capell’s  garden 
at  Kew  has  as  curious  greens,  and 
is  as  well  kept  as  any  about  Lon¬ 
don.  His  two  lentifcus  trees  (for 
which  he  paid  forty  pounds  to 
Verfprit)  are  faid  to  be  the  bed:  in 
England,  not  only  of  their  kind, 
but  of  greens.  Pie  has  four  white 
ftriped  hollies,  about  four  feet  a- 
bove  their  cafes,  kept  round  and 
regular,  which  cod  him  live  pounds 
a  tree  this  lad:  year,  and  fix  lau- 
ruftinufes  he  has,  with  large  round 
equal  heads,  which  are  very  flow¬ 
ery  and  make  a  fine  fliew.  .  His 
orange  trees  and  other  choicer 
greens  hand  out  in  fummer  in  two 
walks  about  fourteen  feet  wide,  en¬ 
clofed  with  a  timber  frame  about 
feven  feet  high,  and  fet  with  diver 
firs  hedge-wife,  which  are  as  high 
as  the  frame,  and  this  to  fee u re 
them  from  wind  and  temped,  and 
fometimes  from  the  fcorching  fun. 
His  terrace  walk,  bare  in  the  middle, 
and  grafs  on  either  fide,  with  a 
hedge  of  rue  on  one  fide  next  a  low 

wall,  and  a  row  of  dwarf  trees  on 
the  other,  fhews  very  fine,  and  fo 
do  from  thence  his  vew  hedges  with 
trees  of  the  fame  at  equal  didance, 
kept  in  pretty  fhapes  with  tonlure. 
His  flowers  and  fruits  are  of  the 
bed,  for  the  advantage  of  which 
two  parallel  walls,  about  fourteen 
feet  high,  were  now  raifed  and  al- 
mod  finifhed.  If  the  ground  were 
nbt  a  little  irregular,  it.  would  ex¬ 


cel  in  other  points,  as  well  as  in 
furniture. 

44  ii.  Sir  Stephen  Fox’s  garden 
at  Chifwick  being  but  of  flve  years, 
Handing,  is  brought  to  great  per¬ 
fection  for  the  time.  It  excells.for 
a  fair  gravel  walk  betwixt  two 
yew  hedges,  with  rounds  and  fpires 
of  the  fame,  all  under  fmooth  ton- 
fure.  At  the  far  end  of  this  garden 
are  two  myrtle  hedges  that  crofs. 
the  garden ;  they  are  about  three 
feet  high,  and  covered  in  winter 
with  painted  board  cafes.  The. 
other  gardens  are  full  of  flowers  and 
falleting,.  and  the  walls  well  clad. 
The  greenhoufe  is  well,  built,  well 
fet,  and  well  furnifhed. 

“  i 2k  Sir  Thomas  Cooke’s  gar¬ 
den  at  Hackney  is  very  large,  and 
not  fo  fine  at  prefent,  becaufe  of 
his  intending  to  be  at  three  thou- 
fand  pounds  charge  with  it  this 
next  fummer,  as  his  gardener  faid. 
There  are  two  greenhoufes  in  it, 
but  the  greens  are  not  extraordi¬ 
nary,  for  one  of  the  roofs  being, 
made  a  receptacle  for  water,  over¬ 
charged  with  weight,  fell  down  lafi 
year  upon  the  greens,  and  made  a 
great  deftruCtion  among  the  trees 
and  pots.  In  one  part  of  it  is  a 
warren,  containing  about  two  acres,, 
very  full  of  coneys,  though  there 
was  but  a  couple  put  in  a  few 
years  fince.  There  is  a  pond  or  a 
mote  round  about  them,  and  on  the- 
outfide  of  that  a  brick  wall  four 
feet  high,  both  which  f  think  will 
not  keep  them  within  their  compafs. 
There  is  a  large  fifh-pond  lying  on. 
the  fouth.  to  a  brick  wall,  which, 
is  finely  clad  with  philaria.  Water 
brought  from  far  in  pipes  furnifh.es 
his  feveral  ponds  as  they  want  it. 

44  13.  Sir  Jofiah  Child’s  planta¬ 
tions  of  walnut  and  other  trees  at 
Wanfted  are  much  more  worth 
feeing  than  his  gardens,  which  are 
but  indifferent.  Befidesr  the  great 

number 
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number  of  fruit  trees  he  has  planted 
in  his  enclofures  with  great  regula¬ 
rity,  he  has  vaft  number  of  elms, 
allies,  limes,  &c.  planted  in  rows 
on  Epping  fored.  ^  Before  his  out- 
gate,  which  is  above  twelve  fcore 
di ffance  from  his  houfe,  are  two 
large  fifh-ponds  on  the  forell,  in  the 
way  from  his  houfe,  with  trees  on 
either  fide  lying  betwixt  them  ;  in 
the  middle  of  either  pond  is  an 
ifland  betwixt  twenty  and  thirty 
yards  over,  and  in  the  middle  of 
each  a  houfe,  the  one  like  the  other. 
They  are  faid  to  be  well  flocked 
with  fifli,  and  fo  they  had  need  to 

be  if  thev  cod  him  five  thoufand 
✓ 

pounds,  as  it  is  faid  they  did ;  as 
alfo  that  his  plantations  cod  twice 
as  much. 

u  14.  Sir  Robert  Clayton  has 
great,  plantations  at  Marden  in  Sur¬ 
rey,  in  a  foil  not  very  benign  to 
plants,  but  with  great  charge  he 
forces  nature  to  obey  him.  His 

J 

gardens  are  big  enough,  but  ftrange- 
ly  irregular,  his  chief  walk  not 
being  level,  but  rifing  in  the  middle 
and  falling  much  more  at  one  end 
than  the  other;  neither  is  the  wall 
carried  by  a  line  either  on  the  top 
or  fides,  but  runs  like  an  ordinary 
park  wall,  built  as  the  ground  goes. 
He  built  a  good  greenhoufe,  but 
fet  it  fo  that  the  hills  in  winter 
keep  the  fun  from  it,  fo  that  they 
place  their  greens  in  a  houfe  on 
higher  ground  not  built  for  that 
purpofe.  His  dwelling  houfe  dands 
very  low,  furrotmded  with  great 
hills :  and  vet  thev  have  no  water 

J  j  J 

but  what  is  forced  from  a  deep  well 
into  a  waterhoufe,  whence  they  are 
fiu'rnifhed  by  pipes  at  pleafure. 

“  15.  The  archbifliop  of  Can¬ 
terbury’s  garden  at  Lambeth,  has 
little  in  it  but  walks,  the  late  arch- 
bifhop  not  delighting,  in  one,  but 
they  are  now  making  them  better; 
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and  they  have  already  made  a  green¬ 
houfe,  one  of  the  fined  and  cod- 
lied  about  the  town.  It  is  of  three 
rooms,  the  middle  having  a  dove 
under  it ;  the  forefides  of  the  rooms 
are  almoft  all  glafs,  the  roof  co¬ 
vered  with  lead,  the  whole  part  (to 
adorn  the  building)  rifing  gavel- 
wife  higher  than  the  red  ;  but  it  is 
placed  fo  near  Lambeth  church, 
that  the  fun  fhines  mod  on  it  in 
winter  after  eleven  o’clock ;  a  fault 
owned  by  the  gardener,  but  not 
thought  011  by  the  contrivers.  Mod 
of  the  greens  are  oranges  and  le¬ 
mons,  which  have  very  large  ripe 
fruit  on  them. 

“  16.  Dr.  Uvedale  of  Enfield  is 
a  great  lover  of  plants,  and  having 
an  extraordinary  art  m  managing 
them,  is  become  mader  of  the 
greated  and  choiceft  collection  of 
exotic  greens  that  is  perhaps  any 
where  in  this  land.  His  greens 

'O 

take  up  fix  or  feven  houfes  or 
roomdeads.  His  orange  trees  and 
larged  myrtles  fill  up  his  biggeft 
houfe,  and  another  houfe  is  filled 
with  myrtles  of  a  lefs  fize,  and 
thofe  more  nice  and  curious  plants, 
that  need  clofer  keeping  are  in 
warmer  rooms,  and  fome  of  them 
doved  when  he  thinks  fit.  His 
flowers  are  choice,  his  dock  nume¬ 
rous,  and  his  culture  of  them  very 
methodical  and  curious ;  but,  to 
fpeak  of  the  garden  in  the  whole, 
it  dbes  not  lie  fine  to  pleafe  the  eve, 
his  delight  and  care  lying  more  in 
the  ordering  particular  plants,  than 
in  the  pleafing  view  and  form  of 
his  garden. 

“  1 7.  Dr.  Tiliotfon’s  garden  near 
Enfield  is  a  pleafureabie  place  for 
Walks,  and  fome  good  walls  there 
are  too  ;  but  the  tali  afpin  trees, 
and  the  many  ponds  in  the  heart  of 
it,  are  not  fo  agreeable.  He  has 
two  houfes  for  greens,  but  had  few^ 
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in  them,  all  the  heft  being;  remov- 

,  ,o 

ed  to  Lambeth.  The  houfe  is  moat¬ 
ed  about. 

44  1 8.  Mr.  Evelyn  has  apleafant 
villa  at  Deptford,  a  fine  garden  for 
walks  and  hedges  (efpeciaily  his 
holly  one,  which  he  writes  of  in 
his  Sylva),  and  a  pretty  little  green¬ 
houfe,  with  an  indifferent  dock  in 
it.  In  his  garden  he  has  four  large 
round  phi  la  re  as,  Smooth  clipped, 
railed  on  a  tingle  ifalk  from  the 
ground,  a  tafhion  now  much  ufed. 
Part  of  his  garden  is  very  woody 
and  fhady  for  walking ;  but  his  gar¬ 
den,  not  being  walled,  has  little  of 
the  beff  fruits. 

u  19.  Mr.  Watts’s  houfe  and" 
garden  made  near  Endfield  are  new ; 
but  the  garden  for  the  time  is  very 
fine,  and  large  and  regularly  laid 
out,  with  a  fair  fifli-pcmd  in  the 
middle.  He  built  a  greenhoufe  this 
fummer  with  three  rooms  (fome- 
what  like  the  archbiihop  of  Canter¬ 
bury’s)  the  middle  with  a  flove  un¬ 
der  it,  and  a  Iky- light  above,  and 
both  of  them  of  gUfs  on  the  fore- 
fide,  with  fhntters  within,  and  the 
roof  finely  covered  with  Irifh  (late. 
But  this  fine  houfe  is  under  the 
fame  great  fault  with  three  before 
(Numbers  8,  14,  15.);  they  built 
it  in  f  11  miner,  and  thought  not  of 
winter  ;  the  dwelling  houfe  011  the 
fouth  fide  interpofing  betwixt  the 
fun  and  it  now  when  its  beams 
fhouid  refrelli  plants. 

“  20.  Brompton  park  garden, 
belonging  to  Mr.  London  and  Mr. 
Wife,  has  a  large  long  greenhoufe, 
the  front  all  giafs  and  board,  the 
north  fide  brick.  Here  the  king’s 
greens,  which  were  in  fummer  at 
Kenfington,  are  placed,  but  they 
take  but  little  room  in  companion 
of  their  own.  Their  garden  is 
chiefly  a  nurfery  for  all  forts  of 
plants,  of  which  they  are  very  full. 

u  21.  Mr.  Raynton’s  garden  at 
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Endfield  is  obfervable  for  nothing 
but  his  greenhoufe,  which  he  has 
had  for  many  years.  His  orange, 
lemon,  and  myrtle  trees,  are  as  full 
and  furnifhed  as  any  in  cafes.  He 
has  a  myrtle  cut  in  fhape  of  a  ebaire, 
that  is  a  leaf!  fix  feet  high  from  the 
cafe,  but  the  lower  part  is  thin  of 
leaves.  The  red  of  the  garden  is 
very  ordinary,  and  on  the  outfide 
of  his  garden  he  has  a  warren, 
w’hich  makes  the  ground  about  his 
feat  lye  rudely,  and  fometimes  the 
coneys  work  under  the  wall  into 
the  garden. 

“  22.  Mr.  Richardfon  at  Ead 
Barnet  has  a  pretty  garden,  with 
fine  walks  and  good  flowers;  but 
the  garden  not  being  walled  about 
they  have  lefs  fummer  fruit,  yet 
are,  therefore,  the  more  induffrious 
in  managing  the  peach  and  apricot 
dwarf  dandards,  which,  they  fav, 
fupply  them  plentifully  with  very 
good  fruit.  There  is  a  good  fifh- 
pond  in  the middleofit,  from  which 
a  broad  gravel  walk  leads  to  the 
highway,  where  a  fair  pair  of 
broad  gates,  with  a  narrower  on 
either  fide,  open  at  the  top  to  look 
through  Email  bars,  well  wrought 
and  well  painted,  are  a  great  orna¬ 
ment  to  the  garden.  They  have 
orange  and  lemon  trees;  but  the 
wife  and  fon  being  the  managers 
of  the  garden  (the  hufband  being 
gouty  and  not  minding  it),  they 
cannot  prevail  for  a  houfe  for  them 
ocher  than  a  bam  end. 

“  23.  Captain  Foder’s  garden  at 
Lambeth  has  many  curiofities  in  it. 
His  greenhoufe  is  full  of  frefli  and 
flourifhing  plants,  and  before  it  is 
the  fined:  ftriped  holly  hedge  thgt 
perhaps  is  in  England.  He  has 
many  myrtles,  not  the  greated,  but 
of  the  mod  fanciful  fhapes  that  are 
any  where  elfe.  He  has  a  framed 
walk  of  timber  covered  with  vines, 
which,  with  Qthers,  running  on  mo# 
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of  his  walls  without  prejudice  to  his 
lower  trees,  yield  him  a  deal  of 
wine.  Of  flowers  he  has  a  good 
choice,  and  his  Virginia  and  other 
birds  in  a  great  variety,  with  his 
glafs  hive,  add  much  to  the  pleafure 
of  his  garden. 

44  24.  Monfieur  Anthony  Vef- 
prit  has  a  little  garden  of  very  choice 
things.  His  greenhoufe  has  no  very 
great  number  of  plants,  but  what 
he  has  are  of  the  beft  fort,  and  very 
well  ordered.  His  oranges  and  le¬ 
mons  (fruit  and  tree)  are  extraor¬ 
dinary  fair,  and  for  lentifcus’s  and 
Roman  bayes  he  has  choice  above 
others. 

44  25.  Ricketts,  at  Hoxton,  has 
a  large  ground,  and  abundantly 
Rocked  with  all  manner  of  flowers, 
fruit-trees,  and  other  garden  plants, 
with  lime  trees,  which  are  now 
much  planted  ;  and,  for  a  fale  gar¬ 
den,  he  has  a  very  good  greenhoufe, 
and  well  filled  with  frefli  greens, 
befides  which  he  has  another  room 
verv  full  of  greens  in  pots.  He  has 
a  greater  Rock  of  Afiyrian  thyme 
than  any  body  elfe ;  for,  befides 
many  pots  of  it,  he  has  beds  abroad, 
with  plenty  of  roots,  which  they 
cover  with  mats  and  Rraw  in  win¬ 
ter.  He  fells  his  things  with  the 
deareR,  and,  not  taking  due  care  to 
have  his  plants  prove  well,  he  is 
fuppofed  to  have  loR  much  of  his 
cuRom. 

44  26.  Pearfon  has  not  near  fo 
large  a  ground  as  Rickets  (on  whom 
he  almoR  joins),  and  therefore  he 
has  not  fo  many  trees,  but  of  flow¬ 
ers  he  has  great  choice,  and  of  ane- 
rnonies  he  avers  he  has_  the  befl 
about  London,  and  fells  them  only 
to  gentlemen.  He  has  no  green¬ 
houfe,  yet  has  abundance  of  myr¬ 
tles  and  flriped  philareas,  with  0- 


ranges  and  other  greens,  which  he 
keeps  fafe enough  under  fheds,  funk 
a  foot  within  ground,  and  covered 
with  Rraw.  He  has  abundance  of 
cyprefies,  which,  at  three  feet  high, 
he  fells  for  four  pence  apiece  to 
thofe  that  take  any  number.  He  is 
moderate  in  his  prices,  and  ac¬ 
counted  very  honefl  in  his  dealing, 
which  gets  him  much  chapmanry. 

44  27.  Darby,  at  Hoxton,  has  but 
a  little  garden,  but  is  mafter  of  fe¬ 
veral  curious  preens  that  other  fale 
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gardeners  want,  and  which  he  faves 
from  cold  and  winter  weather  in 
greenhoufes  of  his  own  making. 
His  fritalaria  crafla  (a  green)  had  a 
flower  on  it  of  the  breadth  of  a 
half  crown,  like  an  embroidered 
Rar,  of  feveral  colours ;  I  faw  not 
the  like  any  where,  no,  not  at  Dr. 
Uvedale’s,  though  he  has  the  fame 
plant.  He  raifes  many  Rriped  hol¬ 
lies  by  inoculation,  though  captain 
FoRer  grafts  them  as  we  do  apple 
trees.  Fie  is  very  curious  in  pro¬ 
pagating  'greens,  but  is  dear,  with 
them.  He  has  a  folio  paper  book 
in  which  he  has  pafied  the  leaves 
and  flowers  of  almoR  all  manner  of 
plants,  which  make  a  pretty  {hew, 
and  are  more  inflruflive  than  any 
cuts  in  herbals. 

44  28.  Clements,  at  Mile-end,  has 
no  bigger  a  garden  than  Darby,  but 
has  more  greens,  yet  not  of  Rich 
curious  forts.  He  keeps  them  in  a 
greenhoufemade  with  a  light  charge* 
He  has  vines  in  many  places  abolit 
old  trees,  which  they  wind  about. 
He  made  wine  this  year  of  his 
white  mufcadine,  and  white  fron- 
tinac,  better  I  thought  than  any 
French  white  wine.  He  keeps  a 
fhop  of  feeds  in  plants  in  pots  next 
the  R^et.” 
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Sketch  of  the  History  of  Sugar  in  the  early  Times,  and  through 
the  middle  Ages  j  by  William  Falconer,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  &c. 


[From  the  Memoirs  of  the  Liter 

of  Manchester, 

u  rF,HE  ufe  of  fugar  is  probably 
X  of  high,  though  not  remote 
antiquity,  as  no  mention  of  it  is 
made,  as  far  as  I  can  find,  in  the  fa- 
cred  writings  of  the  old  teftament. 
The  conquefts  of  Alexander  feem 
to  have  opened  the  difcovery  of  it 
to  the  weftern  parts  of  the  world. 

44  Nearchus,  his  admiral,  found 
the  fugar  cane  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
as  appears  from  his  account  of  it, 
quoted  by  Strabo.  It  is  not,  how¬ 
ever,  clear,  from  what  he  fays,  that 
any  art  was  ufed  in  bringing  the 
juice  of  the  cane  to  the  confiftence 
of  fugar. 

44  Theophraftus,  who  lived  not 
long  after,  feeras  to  have  had  fome 
knowledge  of  fugar,  at  leaf!  of  the 
cane  from  which  it  is  prepared. 
In  enumerating  the  different  kinds 
of  honey,  he  mentions  one  that  is 
found  in  reeds,  which  mufl  have 
been  meant  of  fome  of  thofe  kinds 
which  produce  fugar. 

44  Eratofthenes,  alfo,  is  quoted 
by  Strabo,  as  fpeaking  of  the  roots 
of  large  reeds  found  in  India,  which 
were  fweet  to  the  tafte  both  when 
raw  and  when  boiled. 

44  The  next  author,  in  point  of 
time,  that  makes  mention  of  iugar, 
is  Varro,  who,  in  a  fragment  quoted 
by  Ifidorus,  evidently  alludes  to 
this  fubftance.  He  deferibes  it  as 
a  fluid,  preffed  out  from  reeds  of  a 
large  fize,  which  was  fweeter  than 
honey. 

44  Diofcorides,  fpeaking  of  the 
different  kinds  of  honey,  fays,  that 
‘there  is  a  kind  of  it,  in  a  concrete 
‘  ftate,  called  / ac  char  on ,  which  is 
4  found  in  reeds  in  India  and  Arabia 
4  Felix.  This,  he  adds,  has  the 
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4  appearance  of  fait;  and,  like  that, 
4  is  brittle  when  chewed.  It  is 
4  beneficial  to  the  bowels  and  fto- 
4  mach,  if  taken  diffolved  in  water; 

4  and  is  alfo  ufeful  in  difeafes  of  the 
4  bladder  and  kidneys.  Being 
4  fprinkled  on  the  eye,  it  removes 
4  thofe  fubflances  that  obfeure  the 
4  fight.’  The  above  is  the  fir  ft  ac¬ 
count  I  have  feen  of  the  medicinal 
virtues  of  fugar. 

44  Galen  appears  to  have  been  well 
acquainted  with  fugar,  which  he 
deferibes,  nearly  as  Diofcorides  had 
done,  as  a  kind  of  honey,  called 
facchar ,  that  came  from  India  and 
Arabia  Felix,  and  concreted  in 
reeds.  He  deferibes  it  as  lefs  fweet 
than  honey,  but  of  fimilar  qualities, 
as  detergent,  deficcative,  and  di- 
gerent.  He  remarks  a  difference, 
however,  in  that  fugar  is  not,  like 
honey,  injurious  to  the  ftomach,  or 
productive  of  thirft. 

44  If  the  third  book  of  Galen/ 
4  Upon  medicines  that  may  be  eafily 
4  procured,’  be  genuine*  we  have 
reafon  to  think  fugar  could  not  be 
a  fcarce  article,  as  it  is  there  re¬ 
peatedly  prescribed. 

44  Lucan  alludes  to  fugar,  in  his 
third  book,  where  he  fpeaks  of  the 
fweet  juices  exprefied  from  reeds* 
which  were  drank  by  the  people 
of  India. 

44  Seneca,  the  philofopher,  like- 
wife  fpeaks  of  an  oily  fweet  juice 
in  reeds,  which  probably  was  iu¬ 
gar.  .  j 

44  Pliny  was  better  acquainted 
with  this  fubftance,  which  he  calls 
by  the  name  of faccaron  ;  and  fays, 
that  it  was  brought  from  Arabia 
and  India,  but  the  beft  from  the 

latter 
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latter  country.  He  defcribes  it  as 
a  kind  of  Honey,  obtained  from 
reeds,  of  a  white  colour,  refembling 
gum,  and  brittle  when  preded  by 
the  teeth,  and  found  in  pieces  of  the 
dze  of  a  hazel  nut.  It  was  ufed  in 
medicine  only. 

44  Salmafius,  in  his  Plinianre  Exdr - 
citationes ,  fays,  that  Pliny  relates, 
upon  the  authority  of  Juba tf he 
hiftorian,  that  fome  reeds^grew  in 
the  fortunate  illands  which  in- 
creafed  to  the  fize  of  trees,  and 
yielded  a  liquor  that  was  fweet  and 
agreeable  to  the  palate.  This  plant 
he  concludes  to  be  the  fugar  cane ; 
but  I  think  the  pa  Page  in  Pliny 
fcarcely  implies  fo  much.  Hither¬ 
to  we  have  had  no  account  of  any 
artificial  preparation  of  fugar,  by 
boiling  or  ot-herwife;  but  there  is 
a  paflage  in  Statius,  that  feems,  if 
the  reading  be  genuine,  to  allude 
to  the  boiling  of  fugar,  and  is 
thought  to  refer  immediately  there¬ 
to  by  Stephens  in  his  Thefaurus. 

44  Arrian,  in  his  Periplus  of  the 
Red  Sea,  fpeaks  of  the  honey  from 
feeds,  called  Jacchar  (Sa^ag),  as 
one  of  the  articles  of  trade  between 
Ariace  and  Barygaza,  two  places  of 
the  hither  India,  and  fome  of  the 
ports  on  the  red  fea. 

“  Aelian,  in  his  natural  hiftory, 
fpeaks  of  a  kind  of  honey,  which 
was  preffed  from  reeds,  that  grew 
among  the  Profit ,  a  people  that 
lived  near  the  Ganges. 

44  Tertullian  alfo  fpeaks  of  fugar, 
in  his  book  De judicio  Dei ,  as  &  kind 
of  honey  procured  from  canes. 

44  Alexander  Aphrodifaeus  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  acquainted  with 
fugar,  which  was,  in  his  time,  re¬ 
garded  as  an  Indian  production. 

lie  lavs,  4  that  what  the  Indians 
^  ' 

4  called  fugar,  was  a  concretion  of 
4  honey,  in  reeds,  refembling  grains 
4  of  fait,  of  a  white  colour,  and 
1796. 


4  brittle,  and  pofleffing  at  detergent 
4  and  purgative  power  like  to  ho- 
4  ney  ;  and  which,  being  boiled  in 
4  the  fame  manner  as  honey,  is  reu- 
4  dered  lefs  purgative,  without  im- 
4  pairing  its  nutritive  quality.* 

44  Paulus  -/Egineta  fpeaks  of  fu¬ 
gar  as  growing,  in  his  time,  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  alfo  as  brought  from 
Arabia  Felix ;  the  latter  of  which 
he  feems  to  think  left  fweet  than 
the  fugar  produced  in  Europe,  and 
neither  injurious  to  the  domacli 
nor  caufing  third,  as  the  European 
fugar  was  apt  to  do. 

44  Achmet,  a  writer,  who,  accor¬ 
ding  to  fome,  lived  about  the  year 
830,  fpeaks  familiarly  of  fugar  aS 
common  in  his  time. 

44  Avicenna,  the  Arab  phyfician, 
fpeaks  of  fugar  as  being  a  produce: 
of  reeds ;  but  it  appears  he  meant 
the  fugar  called  tabaxir  or  labar- 
zet,  as  he  calls  it  by  that  name. 

44  It  does  not  appear,  that  any  of 
the  above  mentioned  writers  knew 
of  the  method  of  preparing  fugar, 
by  boiling  down  the  juice  of  the 
reeds  to  a  conliftence.  It  is  alfo 
thought,  the  fugar  they  had  was  not 
procured  from  the  fugar  cane  in  ufe 
at  prefent,  but  from  another  of  a 
larger  fize,  called  tabarzet  by  Avi¬ 
cenna,  which  is  the  arundo  arbor 
of  Cafpar  Bauhin,  the  faccar  mambit 
of  later  writers,  and  the  arundo  bam - 
bos  of  Linnaeus.  This  yields  a 
fweet  milky  juice,-  and  oftentimes  a 
hard  crydallized  matter,  exactly  re¬ 
fembling  fugar,  both  in  tafte’and 
appearance. 

44  The  hidorians  of  the  Cru fades 
make  the  next  mention  of  fugar  of 
any  that  have  fallen  under  my  ob- 
fer  vation. 

44  The  author  of  the  Hidoria 
Hierofolymitana  favs,  that  the  Cru- 
faders  found  in  Syria  certain  reeds 
called  cann'amdes ,  of  which  it  was 

I  reported 
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reported  a  kind  of  wild  honey  was 
made  ;  but  does  not  fay  . that  he  faw 
anv  fo  manufadlured. 

«  Albertus  Agnenfis  relates,  that 
about  the  fame,  period,  4  the  Cru- 
*  faders  found  fweet  honeyed  reeds, 

«  in  great  quantity,  in,  the  meadows 
4  about  Tripoli,  in  Syria,  which 
s  reeds  were  called  %ucrci.  X'hefe 
4  the  people  (the Crufaders*  army) 

4  fucked,  and  were  much  plea  fed 
«  with  the  fweet  tafte  of  them,  with 
4  which  they  could  fcarcely  be.fa- 
>  tisfied,  This  plant  (the  author 
<  tells  us)  is  cultivated  with  great 
4  labour  of  the  .  hufbandmen  every. 

4  year.  At  the  time  of  harv.eit, 

4  they  bruife  X  when' ripe  in  mor- 
4  tars  ;  and  :fet  by  the  drained  juice 
4  in  veflels,  t:il  it  is  concreted  in 
4  form  of  fnow,  or  of  white  fait. 
4  This,  when  feraped,  they,  mix 
4  with  bread,  or  rub  it  with  water, 
«  and  take  it  as  pottage;  and  it  is 
4  to  them  more  wholefome  and 
4  pleading  than  the  honey  of  bees. 
4  The  people  who  were  engaged  in 
4  the  lieges  of  Albania  "Manta,  and 
4  Archas,  and  buffered  dreadful 
4  hunger,  were  much,  refredicd 
4  hereby..’ 

a  The  fame  author,  in  the  account 
of  the  reign  of  Baldwin,  mentions 
eleven  camels,  laden  with  fugar, 
being  taken  by  the  Cruladers,  fo 
that  it  mud  have  been  made  in 
considerable  quantity. 

44  facobus  de  Yitriaco  mentions, 
that  ‘  in  Syria  reeds  grow  that  are 


4  full  of  honey,  by  which  he  under-* 

4  bands  a  fweet  juice,  which,  by 
4  the  preffure  of  a  ferew  engine, 

4  and  concreted  by  fire,  becomes 
4  fugard  This  is  the  firb  account 
I  have  met  with  of  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  heat  or  -fire  in  the  making 

of  fugar.  #  , 

44  About  the  fame  period,  Wil- 
lermus  Tyreniis  fpeaks  of  fugar  as 
made  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Tyre,  and  fent  from  thence  to  the 
fartheb  parts  of  the  world. 

44  Marinus  Sanutus  mentions,  . 
that  in  the  countries  fubjedt  to  the 
fiiitan,  fugar  was  produced  in  large 
quantity,  and  that  it  likewife  was 
made  in  Cyprus,  Rhodes,  Amorea, 
Marta,  Sicily,  and  other  places  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Chridians. 

44  Plugo  Falcandus,  an  author 
who  wrote  about  the  time  of  the 
emperor  Frederic  Barbarofla,  fpeaks 
of  fugar  being  in  his  time  produced 
in  great  quantity  in  Sicily.  .  It  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  uied  in  two 
dates ;  one,  wherein  the  juice  was 
boiled  down  to  the  confidence  of 
honey,  and  another  where  it  was 
boiled  farther,  fo  as  to  form  a  folid 
body  of  fugar. 

44  The  foregoing'  are  all  the  pad 
fages  that  have  occurred  to  my 
reading  on  this  fubjedf.  They  are 
but  few  and  inconfiderable,  but 
may  fave  trouble  to  others,  who 
are’  willing  to  make  a  deeper  en¬ 
quiry  into  the  hidory  of  this  fuk~ 
danced* 
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Concluding  Essay  on  the  Science  of  Orcharding.  By  Thomas 

Skip  Dyot  BucknaLl, Efq. 

[From  the  Fourteenth  Volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Society 
inftituted  at  London,  for  the  Encouragement  of  Arts,  Manu¬ 
factures,  and  Commerce.] 


u  TN  this  year’s  paper  I  defire  to 

JL  introduce  to  the  fociety  fome 
valuable  additions  to  the  fcience«of 
orcharding  ; 

b 

44  Firft —  the  removing  trees  of 
the  age  of  twenty  years  or  upwards, 
to  f upply  any  deficiencies  ;  by 
which  means  the  rows  in  the  plan¬ 
tations  will  be  fully  kept  up,  and 
trie  orchard  remain  perfect,  with 
trees  of  the  fame  age  and  fort  as 
thofe  which  have  decayed  or  died. 

“Secondly  —  the  engrafting  of 
new  bar  kT  pan  trees  that  have  been' 
injured  by  cattle,  carts,  &c.  and 
thus  trees  kept  in  a  perfect  Bate, 
which  otherwife  nvould  have  died, 
or  foon  gone  to  decay.  * '  But  Iwifli 
previoufly  to  imprefs  on  the  minds 
ef  the  lociety,  that,  in  the  whole 
extend ve  orchards  throughout  the 
kingdom,  in  oft  of  the  ftandard 
fruit-trees  may  be  prevented  be¬ 
coming  rotten,  hollow,  or  much 
decayed,  until,  by  great  length  of 
time,  a  drynefs,  want  of  energy,  or 
by  their  own  weight,  they  fall  into 
aftual  diffolution  ;  and  as  it  is  al¬ 
lowed,  that  large  trees  yield  the 
moll  productive  crops,  either  indi¬ 
vidually,  or  per  acre,  attention 
fhould  be  givei}  to  run  the  trees  to 
fize ;  for  at  prefect  there  is  no  c  m- 
peteut  idea  to  what  extent  trees  may 


be  induced  to  grow,  by  a  fuitable 
manure  and  proper  management. 

•“  The  baneful  effects  of  canker 
may  be  nearly  bartifhed  from  the 
more  delicate  fruit  trees,  and  the 
oozing  of  gum  in  great  meafure 
prevented  in  the  different  fpecieS' 
of  the  cherry,  and  other  (tone  fruits. 

£*  In  trie  firft  paper  I  did  myfelf 
the  honour  of  prefen  ting  to  the' 
fociety,  I  reprefented  that  ‘pruning 
4  is  an  important  article,  with  re-' 
4  gard  to  the  health  of  trees,  and 
4  their  bearing ;  and,  if  judiciouily 
4  done,  they  will  come  into  bearing 
4  fooner.  and  continue  in  vigour 
4  for  nearly  double  their  common 
‘age.’- — (See  N.A.Regifter  for  1 793, 
p.  [170].)  That  attentive  care 
which  choofes  the  proper  foil ;  ■ 
places  the  trees  at  due  diftances,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  natural  growth; 
keeps  the  branches,  free  and  open, 
that  the  fun  may  pafs  over  the 
ground  ;  all  being' per fetftly  pruned 
and  regularly  cleaned,  fo  that  the 
tree  may  become  healthy,  round' 
and  large',  and  carefully  apply  the 
manure  and  culture  moft  proper  for 
fertilizing  the  lands  appropriated  to 
orcharding  :  when  thefe  advantages 
final!  be  really  united,  it  may  rea- 
fonably  be  expected  that  the  fruits 
mult  be  larger,  liner  coloured,  freer 
/  a  from 
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from  fpecks,  and  of  a  richei  qua¬ 
lity  5  whence  fuch  fruits  nuift  have 
a  pre-eminence  in  the  maikets  ;  01, 
if  originally  intended  to  be  thrown 
into  ‘the  mill,  the  cider  will  be 
more  in  quantity,  ftronger,  and 
higher  flavoured  ;  proofs  of  which 
may  eafilv  be  brought.  As  I  ap¬ 
prehend  the  orchaids  and  ftandaid 
fruit- gardens  of  this  country  may 
foon  be  eitimated  at  fome  bundled 
thoufand  acres,  and  fhould  expert 
from  the  improvements  attempted 
to  be  introduced,  that  in  ten  years 
time  each  acre,  on  an  average,  will 
increafe  by  the  improved  culture, 
to  more  than  one  pound  per  acre 
in  value  per  annum,  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  thought  arrogant  in  me  to 
fay,  that  I  look  upon  my  Elf  as 
being  the  a&ual  means  of  benefiting 
my  country  to  the  amount  of  more 
than  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
a-year.  .« 

“  And  if  orchardifls  will  confider 
this  pofition  to  be  founded  in  truth, 
it  will  be  an  incitement  to  their 
exertions.  The  premiums  olieied 
by  the  fociety  to  promote  the  pro¬ 
perplanting  and  cuituie  of  orchaids. 
It  is  expefted  will  fpiead  eniulation 
among  t'ne  planters,  and  (aided  b} 
the  extend ve  improvements  of  in¬ 
land  navigation,  by  which  flint  and 
cider  may  be  conveyed  from  one 
extremity  of  the  kingdom  to  the 
other),  the  culture  of  orchards  may 
be  regarded  as  a  national  concein. 

44  When  pruning  fhall  be  fully 
underflood,  and  generally  p  radii  led, 
the  benefits  refulting  therefrom  will 
appear  to  be  much  more  the  effect 
of  judgment  than  the  refultmf  adtual 
labour;  for  i  have  often  mentioned, 
among  my  friends,  my  expectation, 
wherfthe  trees  are  properly  brought 
Into  order,  the  whole  fyflem  will 
be  little  other  than  penknife-pru¬ 
ning,  except  what  may  arife-from 
accident  or  neglect.  So  far  from 


wi thing  to  have  large  limbs  wan¬ 
tonly  taken  from  trees,  the  rule  is, 

4  keep  the  branches  out  of  the  reach 
4  of  cattle*  then  let  them  follow 
4  their  natural  growth.’  (N.  A.  Re- 
gifter  for  1794,  p-  [144]).  This 
would  foon  be  verified,  if  a  few 
proprietors  and  cottagers  confidered 
the  nature  of  this  bufinefs,  and 
began  pruning  their  own  trees  from 
the  firll  planting,  by  way  of  exam¬ 
ple.  When  the  cottager  comes  to 
prune  his  mailer’s  trees,  then  will 
each  concur  in  opinion,  for  it  de¬ 
pends  more  upon  the  mind  than 
upon  the  hand  ;  and  yet  there  is  no 
my  fiery — the  mafter  fpeaking,  the 
cottager  comprehends  his  directions, 
and  thus  the  work  would  go  oil 
properly.  In  Mr.  Boulding’s  cer¬ 
tificate  (N.  A.  R.  for  1793,  p. 
[i73],  4  we  were  fometimes  in 
4  doubt  whether  a  particular  branch 
4  fhould  be  taken  off  or  -not ;  the 
4  rule  eflabliflied  was,  confider, 

4  will  that  branch  be  in  the  way 
4  three  years  hence  ?  if  it  will,  the 
4  fooner  it  is  off  the  better.’ 

44  I  have  taken  much  pains  to 
correct  prejudice  and  eftablifh  a 
rational  culture,  and  have  no  doubt 
but  it  will  become  general ;  yet,  I 
muff  confefs,  I  fhould  like  to  fee 
it  fully  eflabliflied  in  my  own  time. 
The  whole  fyflem  is  grounded  on 
the  regular  operations  of  nature  in 
the  productions  of  vegetation  :  the 
advantages  are  fully  explained  in 
the  refpedtive  papers ;  and,  for  the 
mere  labourer,  there  is  a  fhort  ab- 
ftradt  and  inftrudtions  in  Vol.  XIII. 
(N.  A.  R.  for  1793,  p.  [177]-)  1 
have  reconfidered  every  thought, 
and  find  them  all  concenter  in  the 
fingle  word  health. 

44  My  chief  inducement  in  wri¬ 
ting  on  the  art  of  pruning,  was  to 
re  feu  e  fo  valuable  a  branch  of 
agriculture  from  neglect,  or  from 
the  more  deftrudtive  manner  in 

which 
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which  the  work  has  hitherto  been 
performed.  Obferve  in  my  new 
fyitem,  4  the  trees  continue  of  the 
4  fame  fize  both  beforehand  after 
4  pruning,  and  all  the  extreme 
4  fhoots  keep  at  the  fame  dilfance, 
4  which  is  an  imprbvement  not  be- 
4  fore  brought  into  praftice.’  (N. 
A.Rf  for  1794,  p-  [144].) 

44  I  have  undertaken  to  produce 
four  apple-trees  within  the  fame 
inclofure,  each  of  which  fliall  cover 
ten  poles  of  ground  long  before 
they  fall  into  actual  decay  ;  and  for 
that  purpofe  ha've  meafured  four 
trees  on  the  north  fide  of  Sitting- 
bourne,  in  an  orchard  belonging  to 
a  gentleman  at  Maidftone  ;  and, 
with  proper  management,  there  is 
no  doubt  but  they  may  be  brought 
to  that  fize.  As  they  Hand  clofe  to 
the  road,  where  they  will  be  under 
general  obfervation,  I  fliould  think, 
if  a  vifible  improvement  becomes 
apparent  in  trees  thus  marked  for 
public  trial,  it  would  counteract: 
the  negligent  habit  of  hill  buffering 
large  trees  to  continue  io  incum¬ 
bered  ;  thefe  trees  are  of  great  mag¬ 
nitude,  and  cannot  be  lei's  than  an 
hundred  years  old  ;  are  in  high 
health  ;  yet  much  over-run  with 
flumps,  dead  wood,  mofs,  & c.  1 
remember  the  ground  more  than 
forty  years,  and  think  if  my  fyitem 
had  been  introduced  when  that  or¬ 
chard  was  fir  ft  planted,  there  would 
have  been,  inftead  of  four  trees,  at 
leaft  ten  times  that  number,  .and 
of  equal  value.  I  mull  fay  they 
are  noble  trees,  and  might  become 
beautiful,  if  that  epithet  may  with 
propriety  be  applied  to  an  apple- 
tree.  I  have  had  a  long  corre- 
fpondence  with  the  gentleman,  ei¬ 
ther  to  purchafe  the  orchard,  or  to 
have  the  liberty  of  pruning  thole 
trees  gratis  ;  and,  under  inch  per- 
miffion,  I  have  determined  not  a 
branch  (hall  be  touched.,  but  with 


confent  of  the  tenant :  I  muff  not 
fay  more  upon  this  lubjefl  until  I 
know  the  refult ;  if  I  am  difap- 
pointed,  there  are  other  trees  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  fame  age, 
blit  they  are  neither  fo  healthy,  nor 
fo  well  fuited  for  my  purpofe. 

44  Several  times  I  have  been  afked 
how  much  an  old  tree  ought  to  be 
pruned  ?  —  The  proper  anfwer 
would  be,  if  it  be  very  old,  and 
much  incumbered,  do  not  let  in 
the  cold  winds  ;  but,  with  care, 
take  off  the  flumps,  with  all  the 
decayed,  rotten,  and  blighted 
branches,  leaving  the  reft  to  the 
diicretion  of  each  perfon,  who  will 
foon  fee  how  much  is  neceftary  ; 
felf-convi£lion  being  the  bell  fchool 
for  improvement.  The  truth  is, 
whoever  would  form  orchards  to 
produce  credit  to  himfelf  and  pro¬ 
fit  to  his  fucceffor,  mufl  not  buffer 
the  trees  to  become  old  before  the 
operations  commence,  but  deter¬ 
mine  that  pruning,  cleaning,  and 
rubbing  oft' the  rotten  bark,  fliould 
be  begun  in  the  nurfery,  and  regu¬ 
larly  continued  to  the  extremity  of 
old-age;  from  which  method  very 
little  wood  need  be  taken  off  at  a 
time  ;  and,  by  ufi ng  medication,  the 
wounds  will  heal,  without  caufing 
any  more  blemifhes  than  the  tree 
was  fubjeft  to  at  the  time  the  limb 
was  taken  off;  for  it  is  not  the  firfir 
cutting  which  blemifhes  the  tree, 
but  the  corroflon,  arifing  from  neg- 
lecft. 

44  Let  each  perfon  therefore  de¬ 
termine,  that  no  flandard  fruit-tree 
fliould  be  buffered  to  remain  incum¬ 
bered  with  rotten  and  decaying 
branches ;  for  thefe,  admitting  the 
water  into  the  tree,  and  contami¬ 
nating  the  balfamic  virtues  of  the 
fap,  lay  the  foundation  of  fure  de- 
ftrinftion  to  the  tree,  and  furnifli  to. 
infers  a  nidus  under  the  rotten  bark, 
in  which  they  depofit  their  eggs. 

/  3  45  I  men-. 


f  134]  Concluding  Essay  on  the  Science  of  Orcharding* 


44  I  mentioned  to  Mr.  Fauflet,  in 
the  year  1789,  as  appears  in  VoJL. 
XI.  (NT.  A.  R.  for  1793,  p.  [171],) 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  mifchief 
affe&ing  my  trees,  arofe  from  in- 
fedts,  vermin,  and  microfcopic  ani¬ 
malcule,  getting  under  the  bark, 
which  has  the  laid  year  been  more 
fully  elucidated  by  William  Hamp- 
fon,  of  Dewnap,  efq.  in  the  thir¬ 
teenth  volume  of  Tranfadfions, 
(N.  A.  R.  for  1793,  p.  [177],) 
under  the  article  Infects  ;  and  the 
prevention  is  there  fo  properly- 
pointed  out  by  him,  that,  in  the 
character  of  orchardift  general,  I 
wifh  ftronglv  to  enforce  the  prac¬ 
tice.  I  have  often  feerr  whole  crons 
of  the  more  delicate  apples  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  foliage  being  eaten 
off  in  the  fpring  :  the  hardy  fruits 
are  not  fo  liable  to  thefe  difafters, 
for  the  ftrong  health  of  thofe  trees 
in  a  great  meafure  fee  tires  them 
from  fuch  depredations. 

44  Lad  fummer,  in  Kent,  I  had 
much  converfation  with  fome  very 
intelligent  men,  on  the  fubjedt  of 
orcharding  and  general  agriculture. 
A  gentleman  on  the  hills  /hewed 
me  fome  large  trees,  and  afked  my 
opinion.  I  replied,  4  Do  nothing  ; 

*  for  you  can  gain  no  Credit  by 
4  them,  from  the  energy  or  adfive 
4  powers  of  vegetation  having  been 
4  long  exhaufled  in  thofe  trees 
but  I  pointed  out  fome  young  ones 
where  pruning  might  be  happily 
applied,  and  he  might  make  a  trial 
on  orte  of  the  large  ones. 

44  At  Brambling,  I  vifited  an  or¬ 
chard  at  the  requeft  of  the  owner : 
the  trees  required  more  cleaning 
than  pruning,  and  I  requefted  he 
would  be  .careful  to  attend  the  ope¬ 
ration  himfelf,  and  his  orchard 
would  become  more  valuable,  by 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  the 
fruit.  I  recommended  him  to  en- 
clofe  the  ground,  which  contained 


about  fix.  trees,  with  hurdles,,  and 
he  might  eafiiy  unite  that  fpot  with, 
his  pig-ftyes,  and  fuffer  the  hogs  to 
be  conftantly  running  over  that 
ground  ;  and,  from  the  manure  thus 
obtained,  the  trees  would  receive  a 
viflble  energy,  which  would  foon 
appear  in  the  growth  of  thofe  trees, 
when  compared  with  the  others, 
and  that  the  improvement  of  the 
trees  was  to  be  the  ciiterion  for 
him  to  a  hi  by  ;  for  the  freer  the 
trees  grow,  the  more  effedfually  they 
recover  the  pruning,  by  throwing, 
out  young  wood  ;  and  1  remarked, 
that  if  the  orchard  was  my  own,  I 
would  open  the  gate,  without  re¬ 
ward,  for  the  drovers  to  bring  In 
the  yearling  cattle,  which  pafs  the 
road  from  October  to  Midfumnier, 
for  three  years;  and  fuch  practice 
would-  double  the  value  of  the 
fruit :  I  mean,  to,  what  it  will  be 
ten  years  hence,  for  the  trees  are 
vifibly  going  off,  though  now  they 
are  juft  in  a  ftate  to  be  recovered. 

“  Laft  year  I  recommended 
cleaning  by  foap-fuds  (N.  A.  R. 
for  1  796,  p.  [  1  76 J .)  A  gentleman 
at  Wandfworth  ufes  oil,  which  has 
a  wonderfully  good  effedt.  I 
fhould  think  the  oil  might  be  ap¬ 
plied  about  a  month  after  the  fuds. 
As  I  am,  in  large  concerns,  a  friend 
to  cheapnefs  for  the  bulk  of  man- 
kin  ',  I  imagine  any  damaged  oil 
would  do  :  oil  certainly  is  bene¬ 
ficial  to  trees. 

“  Thefe  obfervations  are  Dif¬ 
fident  to  fhew  that  I  am  attentive, 
and  vary  the  advice,  according  to 
the  ftate  and  value  of  the  trees. 
Some  gentlemen  in  my  neighbour¬ 
hood  have  made  very  handfome 
exertions  ;  but  I  wifh  to  bring  the 
improving  trees  into  univerfal  prac¬ 
tice,  and  keeping  them  in  bearing 
to  a  great  age;  and  would  recom¬ 
mend  that  perfons,  for  their  own 
fatisfadfion,  fhould  felcdi  a  certain 

number^ 
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number  of  trees,  according  to  their 
fancy,  and  mark  them  in  pairs,  as 
to  their  age,  freenefs  of  growth,  and 
other  circu  in  fiances,  fuitable  to 
trial,  prune  and  manure  one,  and 
leave  the  other  in  the  fiate  of  na¬ 
ture  ;  but,  for  experiment,  do  not 
prune  two  trees,  {landing  next  to 
each  other,  in  the  fame  year,  when 
the  pre-eminence  of  the  practice 
will  foon  appear  : — fuch  a  mode  is 
bringing  orcharding  to  a  fair  trial ; 
and,  if  I  had  been  fo  prudent  as  to 
have  managed  my  trees  alternately, 
two-thirds  of  the  growers  in  bail 
Kent  would  have  acquired  the  Sci¬ 
ence  before  this  time.  It  may  ap¬ 
pear  that  I  argue  this  fubjecl  too 
ilrongly  ;  but,  when  we  recoiled! 
that  the  fociety  has  been  thirty 
years  engaged,  and  fhewn  molt 
afiiduous  and  laudable  exertions, 
aided  by  many  high  premiums,  to 
ascertain  the  comparative  advan¬ 
tages  of  the  drill  and  broad-cad 
hulbandry,  we  mud  ceafe  to  won¬ 
der  that  the  feience  of  orcharding 
has  not  made  greater  progrefs. 

“It  is  recommended,  that  the 
rows  of  trees  fhould  not  dand 
north  and  ioitth,  but  a  point  of  the 
c.ompafs  towards  the  eait,  as  the 
fun  will  then  fhine  up  the  rows 
foon  after  ten  o’clock,  which,  in 
the  fpring  of  the  year,  will  ferve  to 
d’ldipate  the  vapours  collected  in 
the  night :  thefe  vapours  dunt  the 
fruit  in  the  eai  ly  ftages  of  its  growth; 
and,  where  the  (haws  are  properly 
attended  to,  this  pofition  will  bed 
enable  them  to  divide  and  blunt  the 
power  of  the  winds,  and  prevent 
bfights,  and  the  diaw  might  be  a 
little  brought  over  the  fouth  :  but, 
as  each  fit  nation  has  a  predominant 
wind,  this  is  only  hinted  to  put  the 
planter  upon  his  guard  :  the  draw 
•alfo  will  greatly  protect  the  fruit 
from  the  fe  verity  of  the  autumnal 
winds,  at  which  feafon.  half  the 


crop  of  fruit  is  thrown  from  the 
tree  before  it  is  ripe  ;  and  the  heads 
at  that  rime  of  the  year  being  loaded' 
with  fruit  and  leaves,  many  trees 
are  actually  torn  out  of  he  ground, 
or  fo  iacerated  as  to  be  fpoiled, 
which  a  proper  diaw  migbtprevent. 
Judicious  flielter  fhould  be  the  drft 
objcdl  thought  of  in  forming  an 
orchard  on  a  large  fcale. 

“  Had  i  been  pb defied  of  ground 
near  my  own  dwelling,  I  fhould  ten 
years,  ago  have  planted  an  extenfive 
experimental  orchard  — -  it  would 
have  given  me  much  plealure;  but 
there  is  no  land  attainable  ;  and  ex¬ 
periments  cannot  well  be  conduct¬ 
ed  at  a  diflan ce,  to  any  great  credit, 
Where  the  only  o bj e 61  is  to  rails 
emulation  by  way  of  example.  ' 

“  When  I  pruned  the  trees  in 
my  orchards,  at  Sittingbourne,  in 
the  year  1790,  they  being  young,  I 
cut  freely,  for  they  were  greatly  in¬ 
cumbered  and  decaying,  and  half 
the  wounds  were  made  by  taking 
off  the  flumps,  and  cutting  down 
the  cankers  and  gum,  as  certifi cates 
fully  prove  (N.  A.  R.  for  1793? 
p.  [173  !_)  :  and  I  was  certain  the 
trees. would  be  greatly  improved  by 
the  pruning  :  but  I  mutt  mention 
they  have  not  been  touched  fi nee, 
left  any  perfon  who  may  examine 
the  orchard  by  way  of  observation, 
mHht  confound  the  former  and 

O  . 

new  wounds  together. 

u  Let  no  one  be  afraid  of  the 
expence, *  for  that  is  trivial;  four- 
pence-halfpenny  per  tree  once  in 
three  years  would  overpay  it,  after 
the  trees  have  been  brought  into 
order,  if  the  mafter  would  only 
take  care  they  are  kept  clean,  and 
the  cafual  accidents  duly  attended 
to.  According  to  my  idea*,  the 
age  of  a  tree  is  not  to  be  confider- 
ed  ;  for  the  judgment  mu  ft.  be  taken 
from  the  energy  and  freenefs  of 
growth,  as  many  trees  are  in  a 
I  4  more 
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more  declining  frate  at  fixteen 
years  than  others  at  an  hundred. 
Since  I  have  mentioned  compara¬ 
tive  age,  obferve,  from  fixteen  to 
twenty,  is  a  critical  time  for  the 
delicate  fruits :  if  they  continue  in 
health  beyond  that  period,  they 
generally  go  on  well  afterwards ; 
and,  upon  fome  future  occailon,  I 
iliall  introduce  root*pruning. 

44  Were  it  necefiary  more  fully 
to  enforce  the  practice  of  pruning, 
fuppofe  an  order  was  given,  that  all 
peach-trees  fhould  remain  unpruned 
for  five  years ;  from  thence  be  af- 
fured,  there  would  fcarcely  be  a 
high-flavoured  peach  in  the  king¬ 
dom,  all  either  four  or  infipid. 
The  apple  or  cherry  do  not  require 
the  fame  care  the  peach  does;  yet 
each  are  well  worthy  of  attention. 
I  obferved,  in  VoL  XII.  (N.  A.  R. 
for  1  794,  p.  [  145])  4  that  funfhine 
‘  and  lhade  are  unalterably  the 
4  caufe  of  fweet  and  four  fruits.’ 

44  Thofe  acquainted  with  the 
wine  countries  know,  that  the  na¬ 
tives  bellow  much  labour  in  ma¬ 
nure,  culture,  pruning,  and  .more 
particularly  in  bringing  the  grapes 
to  jjerfedt  ripenefs;  and  I  do  not 
fee  why,  in  Britain,  fome  part  of 
that  attention  fhould  not  be  given 
to  the  apple. 

44  It  is  proper  here  to  recom¬ 
mend  to  nurferymen,  to  be  atten¬ 
tive  to  their  grafts,  for  more  de¬ 
pends  upon  it  that  is  imagined  ;  as, 
.from  the  grafts  being  full,  well 
wvooded,  clear,  and'properly  chofen, 
the  fruit  will  be  both  larger  and 
higher  flavoured.  Though  the  foil 
and  culture'  may  be  the  fame,  the 
health  of  the  wood  of  the  tree  is 
alfo  mod  materially  affedled  during 
the  whole  time  of  the  tree’s  exift- 
ence,  by  the  proper  maturity  the 
fcion  was  in  at  the  time  it  wak firft 
put  into  the  flock. 

44  As  this  is  to  be  my  la  ft  eflay, 

„  *  *  f 


I  wifh  to  fend  it  out  as  perfefl  as  I 
can,  and  beg  excufe  for  the  great 
length.  Let  any  perfon,  whole 
mind  has,  by  precept,  been  turned 
to  philofophical  enquiries,  confider 
the  following  llatement :  when  an 
orchard  has  become  old  and  much 
encumbered,  fo  that  the  trees,  from 
being  too  thick,  totally  overfhade 
the  ground,  if  one  of  thofe  trees 
dies,  the  four  next  furrounding  it 
will  each  of  them  throw  out  their 
branches  to  fill  up  that  void  fpace  ; 
the  fap  of  thofe  four  trees  tending 
that  way  by  the  active  influence  of 
the  fun  and  air,  and  the  otherparts 
of  thofe  trees  flill  remaining  incum¬ 
bered,  will  of  confequence  decline 
in  vegetation ;  for  the  energy  is 
drawn  the  contrary  way.  Thefe 
things  happen  every  day,  but  on 
the  unobferving  eye  make  little 
imprefiion.  This  intuitive  energy 
of  nature  is  not  confined  to  vege¬ 
tation,  for  it  pervades  all  nature  : 
then  why  not  fuppofe,  if  a  part  of* 
a  tree  is  decayed,  and  you  take  it 
out,  that  nature  is  capable  of  filling 
up  the  void  fpace  :  that  fhe  is  ca¬ 
pable,  is  rnofl  undoubted,  and  file 
will  do  it  too,  if  there  is  any  energy 
left,  by  fupplying  younger  and 
better-bearing  wood  than  that 
which  is  taken  away, 

44  Where  the  trees  are  fo  clofe 
and  incumbered,  that  the  agricul¬ 
tural  vegetation  cannot  thrive  under 
them,  the  fruit  from  fuch  an  or¬ 
chard  will  hardly  be  large  and  high- 
flavoured  ;  neither  will  it  keep  fo 
well. 

i 

44  Laft  autumn,  the  delicate  fruit- 
trees  were  much  incommoded  with 
a  whitifli  mould  or  mildew,  which 
I  have  regularly  obferved  to  take 
place  in  what  is  called  muggy  wea¬ 
ther  ;  this  is  what  lays  the  firft 
foundation  of  canker ;  it  was  very 
prevalent  about  feven  years  back, 
I‘have  long  known  it  to  afife  from 

animal- 
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animalcule  fettling-  on  the  wounded 
_  *-> 

parts  or  the  tree,  and  the  (hoots  of 
the  prefen t  year.  In  Vol^XlII. 
(N.  A.  R.  for  1796,  p.  [177.])  I 
pointed  out  the  cure,  which  is  rub¬ 
bing  off  with  the  lard  medication  ; 
and  l  recommend  to  have  the 
(hoots  cut  at  a  large  bud ;  for, 
when  they  have  been  thus  affedted, 
there  are  but  few  of  them  will  hand 
the  cold  of  the  winter :  they  gene¬ 
rally  die  off  about  halfway  up.  I 
have  formerly  quite  removed  the 
.canker  from  fome  nonpareils,  which, 
after  three  years  medication,  threw 
out  (hoots  a  yard  long:  this  in¬ 
duced  me  to  fay,  that  the  mercury 
gave  an  energy  to  the  plant ;  I 
mean,  by  the  mercury  curing  the 
-difeafe,  the  plant  recovered  its 
energy :  any  one  may  fatisfy  hira- 
felf  that  it  is  animalculae,  by  rub¬ 
bing  a  little  of  the  mildew  between 
his  thumb  and  fore  finger,  when  the 
infedts  adtually  break,  and  produce 
a  matter  like  the  cochineal  fly 
( coccus  mail ) . 

Another  circumfiance  worthy 
obfervation  is,  the  cuftom  of  atr 
tempting  to  check  the  too  great 
flow  of  the  fap,  particularly  in 
pear-trees,  by  cutting  a  circle 
through  the  bark,  with  the  intention 
to  make  the  tree  fruitful ;  much 
better  would  it  be,  by  natural  means, 
to  lead  the  fap  regularly  through  all 
the  branches ;  the  adtion  of  the  fun 
would  then  properly  impel  it  to  the 
extreme  parts  of  the  tree,  for  fwell- 
ing  the  buds,  and  fupporting  the 
fruit;  and  this  even  flow  of  fap  is 
what  produces  fruitfulnefs,  and  is 
implied,  [N.  A.  R.  for  1793,  p. 

[  1 7 1 .] ) — c  the  more  the  range  of 
branches  (hoot  circularly,  the  more 
equally  will  the  fap  be  diftributed, 
and  the  better  will  the  tree  bear.’ 

u  Let  me  entreat  thofe  interefled 
in  fruit  plantations,  to  unite  in 
eftabli filing  and  exalting  the  fcience 
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of  orcharding,  to  make  it  one  of 
the  handmaids  of  commerce :  it  is 
certainly  the  poor  man’s  friend,  the 
rich  man’s  pleafure,  the  pride  and 
ornament  of  the  refpedtive  fpots 
attached  to  each  habitation.  View 
the  trees  in  fpring  unfolding  and 
railing  their  beautiful  bloffoms  and 
leaves  up  to  the  eye  of  heaven,  and 
in  autumn  gently  bending  their 
pliant  branches  for  the  induffrious 
hand  to  gather  the  fruits.  Do  not 
wonder  that  I  fhould  (hew  a  little 
enthufiafm  for  the  welfare  of  a 
fcience  which  I  have  actually  crem¬ 
ated,  and  from  which  I  have  re¬ 
ceived  much  fatisfadtion. 

“  The  ancients  had  their  goddefs 
Pomona,  to  whom  they  paid  divine 
honours,  which  goddefs  was  no 
other  than  an  ideal  fuperintendencv 
fuppofed  to  prefide  over  orchards ; 
which  is  a  mod  convincing  proof 
that  they  held  the  culture  of  fruits 
in  high  eftimation. 

u  Through  the  whole  procefs  I 
have  confined  my  inflrudtions  to 
fbmdard  trees ;  but  now  fav,  they 
are  equally  applicable  to  fruits  in 
general,  even  to  the  hawthorn, 
whofe  bloffoms  in  fpring,  and  fruit 
for  the  birds  in  autumn,  make  it 
worth  fome  attention  in  parks,  and 
fuch  plantations. 

“  For  the  full  eflablifiiment  of 
the  art,  nothinu;  more  is  neceffarv. 

'  #  O  j  > 

than  to  gam  two  or  three  capital 
land-owners  in  each  diftridt,  who 
occupy  their  own  eftates,  and  in¬ 
fluence  them  to  examine  the  fyfiem, 
and  follow  it,  from  which  much 
improvement  muftrefult.  In  every 
fcience  the  principles  mu  A  be  un- 
derftood  before  the  pradtice  can 
become  general.  I  am,  fir, 

u  Your  molt  humble  fervant, 

“  T.  Skip  Dyot  BucknallV 

u  Hampton  Court; 

a  Jan .  6,  1796.” 
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An  Account  of  the  Drainage  qf  a  Maf.s.h  near  Marazion,  in 
Cornwall,  formerly  overflown  by  the  Sea,  and  looked  upon  as  irre¬ 
claimable,  but  now  in  a  State  of  Cultivation. 

[From  the.  fame  Work.] 


v-  AN  purchafing  the  leafehold 
of  an  effate  near  Marazion, 
in  Cornwall,  confiding  of  about 
two  hundred  acres,  I  found  feventy 
in  a  ftate  of  good  cultivation,  and 
one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of 
wafte  land,  confiding  of  marfh, 
croft,  and  fandy  foils.  I  flattered 
snyfelf,  that  a  great  part  of  this  un¬ 
profitable  fpot  might  be  converted 
into  ufeful  and  valuable  land, 
which,  in  this  neighbourhood,  in 
the  common  Fate  of  cultivation,  is 
worth  from  three  to  fix  pounds  the 
Cornifti  acre  (about  one-fifth  part 
larger  than  flatute  meaiurc).  From 
a  profpedt  of  recovering  that  part 
called  the  Mai  fn,.  which  had  hither¬ 
to  been  accounted  irreclaimable,  I 
laid  down  a  plan  of  draining  the 
fame*  which,  if  I  fuc.c  ceded  in, 
might  probably  induce  the  proprie¬ 
tors  of  other  tradts  of  marfh- land  in 
this  vicinity,  to  make  fimilar  at¬ 
tempts. 

u  The  novelty  of  my  draining 
fcheme,  with  its  attendant  difficul¬ 
ties,  joined  to  the  great  diflike 
which  moll  farmers  in  the  weft  ol 
England  have  to  the  improvement 
<of  low  lands,  drew  on  me  the  cen- 
fure  of  the  public,  who  treated  the 
fcheme  as  chimerical,  and  impoffi- 
ble  to  be.  effected  for  the  following 
reafons  : 

“  Fir  if — rBecaufe  the  fea  had  ac- 
ccfs  to  this  land,  and  overflow  - 
p  ed  it  at  fpring- tides  with  two 

freet  vu’Vr ; 

4*  Secondly-— If  the  fea  were  ex- 
.  eluded,  the  frefh  water  would 
be  accumulated,  and  Fill  keep 
it  in  the  ft  ate  of  a  bog.  as  the 


water  had  no  other  vent  than 
by  its  diredt  communication, 
with  the  fea  ;  and, 

-  Thirdly — That  if  the  fuccefs 
in  the  drainage  fhoukl  be  equal 
to  my  moft  1  anguine  expecta¬ 
tions,  yet  the  nature  of  marfh 
land,  in  general,  would  not 
admit  or  anv  valuable  im~ 

j 

provement. 

u  However  cogent  the  he  reafons 
might  appear  to  the  public,  I' was. 
convinced  that  they  arofe  more 
from  the  want  of  a  lpirit  of  enter- 
prife,  and  little  knowledge,  ol  the 
nature  of  fucb  foils,  than  from  a 
decided  conviction  of  the  failure  of 
the  plan  ;  and,  on  cpnfidering  the 
advantages  like'v  to  refult  from  the 
improvement,  in  cafe  of  fuccefs,  and 
the  example  given  to  my  country¬ 
men,  who  po  fiefs  fimilar  trades  of 
marfhland,  I  was  emboldened  to 
undertake  the  drainage  of  this  bog, 
which  for  time  immemorial  had 
been  looked  on  as  utterly  irfeclaim- 
able. 

u  The  fpot  fixed  on  for  the  in¬ 
tended  improvement,  confided  of 
fixty-three  acres,  flatute  meafiire ; 
of  which  thirty-fix  acres  were  marfh ; 
feventeen  acres  of  a  light  blackifii 
fund,  and  ten  acres  of  croft,  con- 
filling  of  a  light  black  mould,  with 
a  fubflratum  near  the  furface,  of  a 
fine  tenacious  clay.  The  croft  and 
fandy  land  lay  on  a  rifing  ground, 
ferving  as  a  furrounding  fkirting  to 
the  marfh,.  and  which,  from  their 
gentle  elevations,  might  be  ufeful 
in  rainv  feafons  for  cattle  to  refort 
to.  ^ 

-  “  On  confidering  that  the  moft 

fertile 
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fertile  foils  confiil  of  a  combina¬ 
tion  of  clay,  land,  and  vegetable 
matter,  in  different  proportions, 
sod  rhat  thefe  three  fubftances  were 
aim  oft  diftindt,  and  to.  be  procured 
in  any  quantity  from  this  improv¬ 
able  fpot,  it  appeared  probable 
.  that,  alter  a  complete  drainage  was 
performed,  little  more  remained  to 
be  effected,  than  a  happy  combina¬ 
tion  of  thefe  three,  foils',  fo  conti¬ 
guous  to  each  other,  to  render  the 
whole  good  and  productive  land. 

44  The  marl]},  containing  thirty- 
fix  acres,  is  fituated  between  the 
croft  and  the  fandy  foil,  which  has 
been  thrown  up  'by  the  fea,  and 
ferves  as  a  natural  embankment 
againft  the  water,  whiclrat  every 
faring- tide  overflowed  this  low¬ 
land  to  the  height  of  two  or  three 
reet,  by  a  diredt  communication  of 
a  river  which  carries  off  a  part  of 
the  redundant  water  collected  on  its 
furface,  from  its  own  fp rings  and 
others  in  its  vicinity,  and  the  rain 
from  the  higher  grounds. 

44  bids  marfti,  from  time  imme¬ 
morial,  has  produced  nothing  but 
ru  flies,  flags,  gofs  (arundo  phragmi- 
tis),  iris  palujiris ,  water-lily,  and 
feveral  other  aquatic  plants,  which, 
from  their  verdure,  ferved  only  as 
a  decoy  for  cattle,  that  were  fre¬ 
quently  furthered  in  attempting  to 
reach  them,  to  the  great  iofs  and 
injury  of  the  tenants.  Several  per¬ 
sons  alfo  have  loft  their  hues  by 
getting  at  right  into  this  morals, 
over  which  boats  have  frequently 
palled  to  enable  fportfmen  to  fe- 
cure  the  game,  which  flocked  to 
this  place  in  great  quantities  during 
wki ter.  From  the  production  of 
marfti  miafm&ta,  fevers  of  the  low 
nervous  kind,  but  particularly  a- 
gues,  have  greatly  prevailed,  to  the 
annoyance  and  diftrefs  of  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood. 

44  The  great  and  unfuperab.le  dif- 
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ficul  y,  which  hitherto  prevented 
even  an  attempt  towards' the  drain¬ 
ing  this  bog,  arofe  from  its  being 
under  the  level  of  the  lea  at  fpring- 
tides ,  fo  that  no  deeper  outlet  could 
be  procured  than  the  river,  which 
fuppiied  it  with  fait- water,  but, 
on  confidering  the  nature  of  water, 
which  pr  lies  equally  on  every  . fide, 
I  fufpeCed  that  a  pipe,  with  a  valve 
at  its  extremity,  introduced  at  half- 
ebb,  through  the  fandv  embank¬ 
ment,  to  the  body  of  the  marfti, 
would  tend  to  carry  off  the  fur  face- 
water  ;  and,  from  the  Glutting  of 
the  valve,  on  the  approach  of  the 
tide,  no  fea-water  could  gain  ad¬ 
mittance  through  the  tube.  On. 
taking  an  accurate  furvey  of  the 
levels  from  the  fea,  at  the  point  of 
half-ebb,  to  the  furface  of  the 
ground  in  the  marfti,  meafuring  in 
length  one  hundred  and  feventy- 
four  yards,  it  was  found  that  fix 
leet  of  level  could  be  gained,  after 
allowing  two  feet  for  the  flowing 
of  the  water  through  the  pipe;  ac¬ 
cordingly,  an  embankment  of  one 
t'houfand  one  hundred  and  feventy- 
flve  yards  in  length,  formed  of 
ftrong  clay  turf,  about  five  feet  high 
and, fix  feet  thick,  was  made  round 
the  two  fide s  of  the  marfti,  which 
were  liable  to  be  overflown  by  the 
fea;  the  ditch  ferving  as  a  channel 
to  carry  off  the  water,  which  ufed 
to  flow  over  its  furface.  In  order 
to  carry  off  the  water  ftill  remain¬ 
ing  on  the  marfti,  1  procured  one 
hundred  and  feventy-four.  yards  of 
fquare  pipe,  nine  inches  diameter 
and  two  inches  thick,  made  of 
found  fir-wood  called  balk,  which, 
in  the  mines  of  this  comity,  is  the 
wood  moil  commonly  made  ufe  of, 
and  found  to  be  very  durable,  efpe-1 
ciahy  if  kept  constantly  in  water. 

“  In  May,  1793,  the  fi;  ft  pipe 
was  laid  down  on  the  Shore,  at  the 
point  of  half  ebb,  and.  fee u red  by 

means 
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means  of  a  large-rock,  to  prevent 
it  from  fwimming;  the  other  pipes 
were  fuccefiively  joined,  and  laid 
nearly  on  a  plane  with  the  firft,  by 
throwing  open  the  fand.  As  we 
advanced  to1  the  higheft  part  of  the 
iandv  embankment,  which  .was 
twenty- four  feet  above  the  pipes, 
the  difficulties  were  confiderably 
increafed,  by  the  great  quantity  of 
fand  necefTary  to  be  removed,  and 
its  tendency  to  fall  on  the  work¬ 
men  ;  fo  that  the  approach  towards 
the  raarlh  became  tedious,  and  very 
expenfive.  However,  by  purfuing 
every  cautious  plan  which  could  be 
devifed,  to  prevent  accidents,  and 
to  make  the  work  fecure,  we  arriv¬ 
ed,  in  five  weeks  time,  at  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  the  marfh,  paffing  under 
the  river  and  new-made  embank-' 
merit  at  the  depth  of  fix  feet  under 
the  fnrface,  where  the  pipe  opened 
into  a  refervoir  of  eighteen  feet 
fquare  and  eight  feet  deep,  prepared 
to  colled  the  furface-water,  which 
immediately  flowed  through  the 
pipe  with  great  rapidity,  and  dif- 
eharged  itfelf  irfto  the  lea,  till  the 
•whole  of  the  ftagnant  water  was 
taken  off.  The  aperture  of  the 
fea -pipe  had  iron-bars  placed  be¬ 
fore  it,  to  prevent  the  infinuation 
of  extraneous  bodies,  and  alfo  a 
valve  made  of  ftrong  wood,  lined 
and  hung  with  leather,  and  loaded 
With  iron,  to  prevent  it  from  fwim¬ 
ming  at  the  approach  of  the  tide, 
which  always  Unit  it  fo  dole  as  to 
effectually  exclude  the  fea-water  : 
the  pipe  Within  the  refervoir  had 
alfo  a  fimilar  valve,  for  the  fame 
purpofe,  near  its  extremity,  which 
was  covered  with  an  iron  grating, 
to  prevent  the  intrufion  of  roots, 
weeds,  &c.  that  might  probably 
obftruCt  the  palfage  of  the  water. 

44  As  foon  as  the  tide  returns  to 
the  pipe,  whicn  is  uncovered  fix 
hours  in  twelve,  the  marfh  water 


ceafes  to  flow;  and,  during  that 
time,  colleCts  within  the  refervoir 
and  trenches  till  the  fea  begins  a- 
gain  to  retire ;  and  when  the  col¬ 
lected  water  becomes  of  equal 
weight  with  the  fea  water  over  the 
fliore  'pipe,  it  finks  gradually  till 
the  pipe  is  left  by  the  fea,  when  it 
regularly  difcharges  the  water  drain-' 
ed  from  the  marfh  land  ;  and  which 
amounts  in  winter  to  about  129,600 
gallons,  or  2  r6o  hogfheads  in  t wen- 
ty-four  hours ;  but,  in  fnmmer,  the 
quantity  is  trifling,  and  does  not 
exceed  43,200  gallons  or  720  hog- 
flieads.  Some  little  difficulty  at 
firft  arofe  from  the  valve  not  (hut¬ 
ting  itfelf  properly,  by  the  intrufion 
of  pebbles;  but  this  was  eafily  re¬ 
moved,  by  adding  about  two  feet 
of  pipe  beyond  the  valve. 

Trenches  or  open  drains  of  three 
feet  deep,  five  feet  wide  at  the 
top,  and  three  at  the  bottom,  were 
immediately  carried  from  the  refer¬ 
voir,  which  was  the  lowed:  place, 
to  the  extreme  parts  of  the  marfh, 
on  the  fandy  fide,  about  fix  feet 
within  the  new  embankment,  and 
interfered  by  others  at  right  an¬ 
gles  towards  the  croft,  from  fifty  to 
feventy-two  yards  diftance,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  nature  of  the  ground, 
dividing  the  whole  into  regular  ob¬ 
long' fields,  as  in  the  plan;  the  wet- 
nefs  of  the  foil,  and  the  great  diffi¬ 
culty  of  procuring  a  firm  footing 
for  the  workmen,  obliged  them 
to  ffand  on  pieces  of  timber,  to 
complete  thofe  numerous  drains, 
which  every  day  grew  firmer ;  and 
in  a  few  weeks  the  foil  became  fo 
confoli  dated,  as  to  admit  of  per  fans 
walking  over  it  with  tolerable  fate- 
ty.  In  making  thefe  drains  a  pot 
of  copper  coins,  containing  about 
one  thoufand,  was  difcovered  at  the 
depth  of  three  feet  from  the  fur- 
face,  which,  on  examination,  ap¬ 
peared  to  belong  to  the  emperor 

ViCtoriniis* 
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ViCtorinus,  who  reigned  in  the 
third  century ;  thefe  coins  were 
much  injured  by  the  corrofion  of 
the  marine  acid,  but  feveral  were 
hill  perfect  enough  to  trace  the 
outlines  of  the  emperor. 

44  As  foon  as  the  evaporation  af- 
fifted  the  confolidation  of  the  fur- 
face,  the  air,  within  a  mile  of  the 
marfh,  became  fo  ftrongly  impreg¬ 
nated  with  a  fulphureous  fmell,  as 
to  render  the  place  quite  obnoxious 
to  palfengers,  till  the  ground  was 
perfectly  dry :  this  might  probably 
happen  from  the  evaporation  of  the 
fluid  parts,  producing  a  decompo- 
fition  in  the  mud,  forming  therein 
a  hepar  fulphuris ;  or  hepatic  air  may 
be  eafily  produced,  by  adding  fea 
water  to  dung,  or  vegetable  fub- 
flances,  from  the  vitriolic  falts  con¬ 
tained  in  the  water,  and  which  pro¬ 
bably  was  the  cafe  in  this  foil,  In 
the  courfe  of  a  few  months  the  fur- 
face  of  the  marfh  .was  depreffed 
from  twelve  to  eighteen  inches;  fo 
that  the  bed  of  the  river  became 
higher  than  the  furface  of  the  land. 

44  In  making  the  drains,  it  was 
difcovered,  that  the  upper  ftratum, 
of  two  feet  and  a  half,  confided  of 
a  dark-coloured  mud,  formed  from 
the  fediment  of  ftagnant  water  and 
a  peaty  fubftance,  bound  firmly  to¬ 
gether  by  an  infinite  number  of  the 
gofs  and  rufli  roots;  the  fubftra- 
tum,  an  entire  body  of  peat  three 
feet  and  an  half  deep,  of  which 
twenty-one  inches  are  of  a  very 
black  colour,  and  the  do  weft  part 
of  a  light  brow  nidi  or  deep  yel¬ 
low;  under  the  peat  lies  a  ftratum 
of  fand  about  five  feet  deep,  which 
carries  evident  marks  of  its  being 
the  bed  of  the  fea,  of  a  very  ancient 
date,  and  which  has-been  gradually 
excluded  by  means  of  the  accumu¬ 
lation  of  muddy  fediments,  and  the 
dropping  of  the  leaves,  &c.  of  a- 
quatic  plants;  and  which  together 


form  peat  mofs.  The  horizontal 
pofition  of  the  leaves  and  fferns, 
which  are  eafily  difcovered  in  the 
peat,  is  a  ftrong  prefumption  of 
thofe  bodies  having  fallen  down, 
and  being  buried  by  the  conftant 
accumulation  of  mud,  which  with 
the  leaves  are  the  component  parts 
of  peat,  though  by  fome  it  has  been 
faicLto  be  a  vegetable  production, 
fui  generis .  The  total  exclufion  of 
air  is  abfolutely  neceflary  before 
thefe  bodies  will  afiume  the  real 
appearance  or  properties  of  peat 
mofs;  and  it  is  probable,  that  the 
upper  ftratum,  which  at  this  time 
partakes  of  very  little  of  real  peat, 
would  at  a  future  period,  by  the 
gradual  addition  of  fimilar  bodies 
and  the  exclufion  of  air,  poftefs 
the  fame  qualities  and  properties  as 
the  under  ftratum,  and  by  this  gra¬ 
dual  accumulation  totally  exclude 
the  fea.  But  the  coins  found  in 
the  marfli  indicate  that  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  peat  mofs  has  been  very 
flow  in  this  particular  fpot. 

44  The  ftratum  of  fand  under 
the  peat  does  not  appear  to  be  the 
original  bed  of  the  fea;  for  on 
ftreaming  or  fearching  for  tin,  from 
fix  to  ten  feet  deeper,  another  ftra¬ 
tum  was  difcovered,  confiding  of 
round  fmooth  jcbbles  and  gravelly 

fubftances  containing  tin  ;  amoun¬ 
ts  7  tv 

which  are  bodies  of  trees,  and  a 
large  number  of  hazel-nuts  in  the 
moft  perfect  ftate,  and  which  mult  „ 
have  been  collected  in  this  place  by- 
means  of  fome  extraordinary  inunr 
dation,  that  fwept  thofe  beds  away 
from  the  higher  lands. 

44  In  confequence  of  the  difeo? 
very  of  peat  in  this  marfh,  a  large 
quantity  has  been  cut  up,  dried, 
and  made  ufe  of  as  an  article  of 
fuel.  T,r  a  variety  of  purpofes,  to 
which  it  is  admirably  adapted,  and 
fold  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than 
coals,  and  boils  water  in  much  Ids 

time  j 
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time  ;  it  is  applied  in  public  brew¬ 
eries,  and  for  every  culinary  pur¬ 
pose  an  article  of  fuel ;  it  is  made 
life  of  to  great  advantage  in  grates, 
hearths,  or  ovens,  and,  when  coak- 
ed,  will  ferve  for  the  niceft  ope¬ 
ration  in  chemiftry,  and  in  that 
Hate  is  fufficiently  ftrong  to  fmelt 
metals  of  the  moft  difficult  fufion  : 
experiments  are  now  making  on  it 
to  calcine  lime,  which  is  intended  as 
manure  for  this  land.  This  peat 
produces  a  fmall  quantity  of  red 
allies,  which,  on  lixiviation,  are 
found  to  contain  a  large  proportion 
of  fea  fait,  which,  for  la  d  not  al¬ 
ready  impregnated  with  the  marine 
acid*  -  will  prove  a  valuable  ma¬ 
nure. 

u  After  the  drains  were  finished, 
all  further  operations  on  this  land 
were  difcontinued  till  the  fpring  of 
1794,  when  the  fur  face  of  a  great 
many  acres,  confiding  of  light 
fedgy  fnbftances,  was  pared  arid 
burned  during  the  fu miner,  and  the 
a  flies  fpreadover  the  land ;  after¬ 
wards  'the  plough  was  introduced, 
to  deftrov  the  amazing  growth  of 
the  arundo  phragmitis ,  which,  from 
the  infinite  number  of  its  ftrong 
fp reading  roots,  bound  the  furface 
in  firmly  together,  as  to  require  a 
numerous  team  of  cattle  to  plough 
it  a  proper  depth,  and  which,  from 
their  frequent  treading  over  the 
fame  ground,  rendered  the  foft  parts 
impaflable ;  but  this  difficulty  was 
overcome  by  ploughing  the  firft 
time  without  a  mould  board,  fo 
that  fewer  oxen  were  able  to  per¬ 
form  the  fame  work.  The  foil,  on 
being  turned  up,  yielded  a  moft 
ofFenfLve  fmeli,  though  not  of  the 
fulphur  kind.  The  land  was  fre¬ 
quently  ploughed  and  harrowed, 
even  to  fix  or  feven  times,  the  in¬ 
flammable  fnbftances  let  on  fire, 
and  the  allies  fpread  on  the  fur- 
face.  After  all  thefe  operations, 


which  were  alfo  repeated  in  17954 
the  ground  became  considerably 
deprefled  and  fo  confolidated  as  to 
admit  of  carts  with  narrow  wheels, 
loaded  with  a  ton  of  clay  to  pafs 
over  it  with  great  eafe.  On  the 
fldes  of  the  drains,  large  quantities 
of  yellow  fea  fait  ma}^  be  collected, 
and  which  were  produced  by  the 
evaporation  of  its  fluid  parts. 

u  In  the  fpring  of  1794,  four 
acres  of  offers  were  planted,  after 
the  ground  had  been  thrown  up 
into  ridges;  but  the  large  quantity 
of  fea -fait  deftroyed  the  whole, 
except  a  few  which  grew  on  the 
higher  ground  in  great  luxuriancy. 
The  o  tiers  at  fir  ft  put  forth  fine 
(hoots ;  but  as  Toon  as  their  tender 
roots  abforbed  the  faline  particles  in 
the  foil,  they  died  immediately.  Po¬ 
tatoes  were  alfo  planted  in  large 
quantities  the  fame  feafon  ;  but 
moft  of  them,  particularly  in  the 
low  places,  where  they  never  vege¬ 
tated,  (hared  the  fame  fate. 

u  On  enquiry  1  find  that  thofd 
farmers  who  lay  large  quantities  on 
their  piles  (heaps)  of  manure,  ex-, 
pcrience  the  fame  lofs  on  thefe  fpots 
for  two  or  three  years  afterwards ; 
and  then  the  ground  affumes  the 
richeft  ftate  of  vegetation.  In  the 

o 

fpring  of  1795,  after  the  furface 
was  covered  with  large  quantities 
of  clay,  feveral  acres  were  fown 
with  oats,  fome  of  which  produced 
very  good  crops,  particularly  in 
thofe  places  where  the  marine  acid 
was  dim  ini  (lied.  Turneps  and  po¬ 
tatoes  alfo  £rew  well. 

“  At  prefen  t,  the  port  trivial  is 
grows  naturally  in  the  greater!  lux¬ 
uriancy  on  every  part  where  them 
faline  particles  are  not  in  too  large 
a  quantity  :  the  appearance  of  this 
gi'afs  is  a  fure  indication  of  the  foil 
having  parted  with  a  large  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  fait.  Several  forts  of 
culti  vated  grades  have  been  tried  in 

'  fmall 
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fmall  quantities,  as  rye-grafs1,  tre¬ 
foil,  clover,  and  meadow  fox-tail 
(a’opecurus  pratenfis')  which  thrive 
with  great  luxuriancy  ;  chicory  (ry- 
corium  intyhus )  has  been  Town,  and 
grows,  but  does  not  thrive  well, 
moil  probably  from  the  fait. 

44  It  is  fufprifmg  to  lee  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  fremtent  ploughing,  Sec. 
on  this  kind  of  foii,  which,  though 
at  firft  only  a  congeries  of  roots  and 
light  fubftances,  has,  in  a  year  cr 
two,  by  fuch  practice,  affumed  an 
earthlike  appearance  ;  and,  with  the 
addition  of  clay,  lime,  fmall  quan¬ 
tities  of  manure,  particularly  of  a- 
nimal  oil,  and  frequent  heavy  roll¬ 
ing,  is  likely  ■  0  become,  from  the 
mod  ufelefs  fpot,  the  m oft  produc¬ 
tive  land  for  pafture,  to  which  only 
it  fhould  be  apolied.  In  order  to 
confolidate  the  foil  more  perfeftly, 
fo  that  the  earthy  particles  may  em¬ 
brace  the  roots  of  the  grades,  and 
retain  their  proper  moifture,  ®ii 
which  the  luxuriancy  of  inch  foils 
in  a  great  meafure  depends,  the  fur- 
face  is  to  be  frequently  comprefted, 
by  means  of  a  roliing-cart,  which 
may  be  burdened  according  to 
the  ftate  of  the  land,  and  is  a 
moft  ufefnl  machine  to  carry  ma¬ 
nure  on  low-lands  during  wet  fea- 
fons, 

44  This  machine  confifts  of  three 
circular  pieces  of  ftrong  dm,  two 
feet  diameter,  and  each  eighteen 
inches  long,  through  which  a  ftrong 
iron  axis  ts  palled,  fo  as  to  protrude 
a  few  inches  on.  each  end  beyond 
the  rollers;  after  all,  allowing  an 
inch  between  each  piece,  for  trie 
conveniencv  of  turninp-  round.  On 

v  o  w 

the  projecting  part  of  the  axis,  a 
fixed  frame-work  is  placed  to  fup- 
port  the  cart,  which  may  be  loaded 
to  any  degree,  and  employed  (im¬ 
ply  as  a  roller,  or  to  carry  manure,. 


&x.  on  land  where  common  wheels 
cannot  be  admitted. 

44  Every  meadow  in  this  improv¬ 
ed  fpot  can  be  watered  with  much 
eafe,  by  means  of  the  river  clofe  to 
the  embankment,  and  which  will, 
be  employed  for  that  purpofe,  when 
pafture  is  introduced  throughout 
the  whole. 

Mar fh  lands  in  p-eneral  wdl  ad- 

o 

mit  ot  the  greateft  improvement,  by 
the  following  mode  of  treatment: 

Firft — By  a  mechanical  arrange¬ 
ment  and  chanp'e  of  its  daf- 

o 

ferent  parts,  as  by  frequent 
ploughing,  harrowing,  and 
burning . 

o 

Secondly-— By  the  addition  of 
heavy  fubftances,  as  marie, 
clay,  gravel,  &c. 

Thirdly — By  fuch  fubftances  as 
aft  chemically,  and  brio  or  the 
inert  vegetable  matter  into  ac- 
tion,  as  lime,  chalk,  alkaline 
fait:,  &c. 

Fourthly — By  manures,  particu¬ 
larly  thofe  which  contain  a 
lance  quantity  of  animal  oil  or 
mucilage,  as  putrid  ftfti,  fea- 
wrack,  ftable  dung,  &c. ;  for 
marfn  land  In  general  fcldom 
contains  any  animal  fubftance, 
which,  in  great  meafure,  is 
'the  grand  conftituent  part  of  a 
rich  foil. 

Fifthly— -By  compreftion,  with 
rolling-carts,  cattle,  &c. 

Sixthly — By  watering. 

The  fandv  and  croft  foils  adjoin¬ 
ing  Uo  the  mnrfb  have  been  culti¬ 
vated,  and  produced  this  fummer, 
very  excellent  crops  of  potatoes, 
turneps,  barley,  oats,  buck-wheat, 
and  tares.” 

44  Thirty- fix  acres,  at  22L  6s.  2-l-d, 
per  acre,  is  795I.  13s,  6d.—  the  a- 
mount  of  all  the  expenc'es  to  make 
the  marfh  pafture  land. ft 
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Letters  from  Mr.  John  Ball,  of  \V:i.r.nov,  giving  an  Account  of 
his  Method  of  preparing  Opium  from  Poppies  grown  in  England. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


«  My  lords  and  gentlemen , 

«  T>Y  your  fec.retary,  Mr.  More, 

J3  I 'received  your  refolutions- 
refpetting  your  purchafing  from 
me  the  mode  of  my  preparing  the 
Earn  pie  of  opium  which  I  took  the 
liberty  of  fending  to  you  for'  your 
particular  infpeftion,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  beg  the  favour  of  y out- 
having  a  fufficient  trial  of  its  pro¬ 
perties,  which  I  find  you  have  been 
fo  obliging  as  to  have  done  ;  and 
likewife  have  granted  to  me  the 
fifty  guineas  as  a  purchafe  of  my 
method  of  preparing  opium;  for 
which  you  have  my  fincere  thanks ; 
and  I  am  exceedingly  pteafed  to 
find,  that  it  was  thought  worthy  the 
notice  of  fo  honourable  and  re- 
fpeftable  a  fociety  ;  and  am  fatis- 
fied  there  can  be  no  other  mode  of 
preparing  or  collecting  the  true  and 
genuine  opium,  than  what  follows. 

“  Nothing  can  be  more  Ample, 
or  attended  with  lefs  expence,  than 
the  making  or  extracting  the  pure 
and  genuine  opium  from  the  large 
poppies,  commonly  called  or  known 
by  the  name  of  garden  poppies  ;  the 
feeds  of  which  I  would  advife  to 
be  Town  the  latter  end  of  February, 
and  again  about  the  leqond  week  in 
March,  in  beds  three  feet  and  an 
half  wide,  well  prepared  with  good 
rotten  dung,  and  often  turned  or 
ploughed,  in  order  to  mix  it  well 
and  have  it  fine,  either  in  final! 
drills,  three  in  each  bed,  in  the 
manner  fidlads  are  fown,  and, 
when  about  two  inches  high,  to 
thin  them  one  foot  apart ;  or  other- 
wife,  to  fow  them  in  beds  in  the 
broad-calf  way,  and  thin  them  to 
the  fame  diftance  #  (if  the  weather 
ifiould  prove  wet  at  that  time,  thofe 

t  \ 


that  are  taken  up  may  b£  trans¬ 
planted  ;  but  I  do  not  fuppofe  the 
tranfplanted  ones  will  anfwer,  hav¬ 
ing  but  one  fpill-root,  and  will 
require  frequent  waterings)  :  keep 
them  free  from  weeds,  they  will 
grow  well,  and  produce  from  four 
to  ten  heads,  (hewing  large  and 
different-coloured  flowers,  which, 
when  the  leaves  die  away  and  drop 
off,  the  pods  then  being  in  a  green 
lfate,  is  the  proper  time  for  ex¬ 
tracting  the  opium,  by  making  four 
or  five  fmall  longitudinal  incifions 
with  a  fharp-pointed  knife,  about 
one  inch  long,  on  one  fide  only  of 
the  head  or  pod,  juft  through  the' 
fcarf-fkin,  taking  care  not  to  cut  to 
the  feeds :  immediately  on  the  in- 
cifion  being  made,  a  milky  fluid 
will  ifliie  out,  which  is  the  opium, 
and,  being  of  a  glutinous  nature  of 
fubftance,  will  adhere  to  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  incifion  ;  but  Come  are 
fo  luxuriant,  that  it  will  drop  from 
the  pod  on  the  leaves  underneath. 
The  next  day,  if  the  weather  fhould 
be  fine,  and  a  good  deal  of  funfhine,- 
the  opium  will  be  found  a  grey i fir 
fubftance,  and  fome  almoft  turning, 
black  :  it  is  then  to  be  fcraped  off 
the  pods,  and,  if  any,  from  the 
leaves,  with  the  edge  of  a  knife,  of 
an  inftrument  for  that  purpofe, 
into  pans  or  pots ;  and  in  a  day  or 
two  it  will  be  of  a  proper  confif- 
tence  to  make  into  a  mafs,  and  to 
be  potted. 

“  As  foon  as  you  have  taken 
away  all  the  opium  from  one  fide 
©f  the  pod,  then  make  incifions  on 
the  oppofite  fide,  and  proceed  in 
the  fame  manner.  The  reafon  of 
my  not  making  the'  incifions  all 
around  at  the  firft,  is,  that  you  can¬ 
not 
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not  fo  conveniently  take  away  the 
opium ;  but  every  perfon,  upon 
trial,  will  be  the  beft  judge.  Chil¬ 
dren  may  with  eafe  be  loon  taught 
to  make  the  incifions,  and  take  off 
the  opium ;  fo  that  the  expence  will 
be  found  exceedingly  trifling. 

“  The  fmall  white  feeds  in  that 
ftate  will  be  found  very  fweet  and 
pleafant,  and  may  be  eat  without 
the  leaft  danger  ;  and  it  is  the 
cuftom  in  the  eaft  to  carry  a  plate 
of  them  to  the  table,  after  dinner, 
with  other  fruits. 

“  I  intend  this  year  to  keep  apart 
a  fmall  quantity  of  opium  from  each 
coloured  poppy,  to  find  out  if  any 
one  more  than  another  produces 
the  greateft  quantity,  or  of  the 
greateft  ftrength ;  and  fliall  fave 
feeds  of  each,  to  fow  feparately  the 
next  fpring. 

“  I  am  of  opinion,  that  numbers 
of  inclofures  taken  from  hills  in  a 
fouth  afpedt,  with  a  very  little  ex¬ 
pence,  may  be  brought  into  a  pro¬ 
per  flate  for  the  growth  of  poppies. 

u  I  fhould  think  that  an  inftru- 
ment  may  be  made  of  a  concave 
form,  with  four  or  five  pointed 
lances,  about  the  twelfth  or  four¬ 
teenth  part  of  an  inch,  to  make  the 
incifions  at  once ;  and  likewife 
fomething  of  the  rake-kind,  fo  that 
the  three  drills  which  I  have  di- 
redled  to  be  made  in  each  bed,  may 
be  performed  at  the  fame  time. 

“  By  a  calculation  which  I  have 
made,  fuppofing  one  poppy,  grow¬ 
ing  in  one  fquare  foot  of  earth, 
and  producing  only  one  grain  of 
opium,  more  than  fifty  pounds  will 
be  colle&ed  from  off  oue  flatute 
acre  of  land  ;  but,  upon  recollect¬ 
ing  that  one  poppy  produces  from 
three,  four,  to  ten  heads,  and  in  each 
from  fix  to  ten  incifions  are  made  ; 
and  I  am  positive,  from  manv  of 
them  (1  mean  one  incifion)  the  laff 
year,  I  took  away  two  or  three 
1796. 


grains.  What  muff  then  be  the 
produce.?  Opium  is  now  twenty- 
two  {hillings  the  pound. 

“  I  am, 

“  My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

“  Your  moft  obliged  and  moft 
“  devoted  humble  fervant, 

“  John  Ball.” 

milkon, 

June  2,  1795. 

“  Sir, 

M  "1*.  HAVE  this  day  fent  you,  by 

X  the  coach  from  Bridgewater, 
the  opium  which  I  promifed  you  ; 
and  take  this  opportunity  of  in¬ 
forming  you  refpeCting  the  poppies. 
If  you  recoiled,  I  was  fearful  that 
the  tranfplanted  ones  would  not 
anfwer,  and  am  now  convinced, 
haying  a  large  quantity  of  poppies 
which  had  fown  themfelves:  when 
of  a  proper  fize,  I  tranfplanted 
about  four  thoufand  in  beds,  but 
not  one  fingle  plant  came  to  per¬ 
fection  ;  therefore,  fhall  never 
tran fplant  any  more  ;  and,  not  hav¬ 
ing  faved  any  feeds  the  laff  year, 
owing  to  my  npt  being  at  home  at 
the  proper  time,  I  could  not  fow 
any  The  bed  where  the  poppies 
had  fown  themfelves  was  five  hun¬ 
dred  and  feventy-fix  feet  fquare, 
from  which  I  colleded  about  four 
ounces  of  opium,  notwithftanding 
the  plants  were  very  thick ;  and, 
to  (hew  you  the  advantage  of  giving 
them  fufficient  room,  from  fome 
few  plants  which  were  detached, 
I  took  from  fifteen  to  thirty- four 
grains  :  thefe  had  fown  themfelves 
on  ground  that  had  been  well  ma¬ 
nured  with  rotten  dung,  which 
points  out  the  utility  of  good  cul¬ 
tivation  :  the  fenii -double,  and 
thofe  of  a  dark  colour,  produced 
the  moft  opium.  The  pods  fhould 
be  about  the  fize  of  a  walnut,  be¬ 
fore  you  make  the  incifion  :  the 
dried  poppy-heads  which  I  had 
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from  the  drug  gift  in  London,  are 
full  three  times  as  big  as  what  mine 
are,  confequently  mu  ft  produce  a 
much  greater  quantity  of  opium. 

“  I  am,  fir, 

44  Your  molt  humble  fervant, 

,  44  John  Ball.” 

f  iViillton, 

Augujt  22,  2795. 

Mr.  More. 


44  Sir, 

44  1"  RECEIVED  the  favour  of 
X  your  letter  dated  the  10th  in- 
fhmt/bv  which  I  find  you  have 
extra&ed  fome  opium  from  firigle 
poppies ;  if  you  will  pleafe  to  ad¬ 
vert  to  my  letter  of  inftrufitions  for 
fuch  purpofe,  I  faid  I  had  collected 
my  opium  from  double  or  femi- 
double  poppies,  which  accidentally 
grew  in  my  garden;  by  which  I 
find  the  produce  to  be  more  than 
double  what  you  collected  from  the 
fingle :  as  a  proof,  I  will  do  myfelf 
the  pleafure  of  fending  you  fome 


opium,  which  I  have  abfolutely 
collected  myfelf  this  year  from  one 
poppy;  I  fhould  fuppofe  it  more 
than  thirty  grains :  twenty-eight 
heads  grew  on  that  poppy:  it  was 
of  the  femi-double  kind.  I  ftiall 
like  wife  fend  you  fome  of  the  heads 
from  which  I  extracted  the  opium, 
being  far  preferable  to  the  fingle, 
as  appears  from  the  produce  of 
each. 

44 1  remain,  Sir, 

44  Your  very  humble  fervant, 

44  John  Ball” 

W~ill.it  on , 

Sept.  12,  1  795. 

Mr.  More. 

/  *  r*  < 

N.B.  Thefe  letters  aife  followed  by 
certificates,  from  eminent  medi¬ 
cal  gentlemen,  eftablifhing  the 
claims  of  the  Englifti  opium  to 
equal  ftrength  with  the  foreign, 
and  to  fuperior  flavour  and  pu¬ 
rity. 
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[Inferted  in  the  fifth  Volume  of  the  Repertory  of  Arts  and  Manu¬ 
factures,  and  taken  from  the  Journal  des  Sciences,  des  Let- 
tres,  et  des  Arts.] 


«4  rpHE  art  of  making  bread 
from  rice,  though  much 
fpoken  of,  feems  to  be  very  little 
known.  In  Chomel’s  dictionary 
it  is  faid  that  bread  mav  be  made  of 
rice,  but  there  is  no  account  of  the 
means  by  which  it  is  to  be  done. 
The  book  cabled  La  Maijon  Rujiique 
goes  rather  farther  5  for,  it  informs 
us  that  this  kind  of  bread  is  made 
by  mixing  together  the  flour  of  rye 
and  that  of  rice.  The  Arft  of  thefe 
books  therefore  may  be  confidered 
as  faying  nothing,  fince  it  is  abfo¬ 
lutely  impoffible  to  make  bread  of 
the  flour  of  rice  (  which  is  harih  and 


dry,  like  fand  or  allies),  by  treating 
it  in  the  manner  in  which  wheat- 
flour  is  treated.  The  manner  of 
ufing  rice-flour  defcribed  in  the 
fecond  book,  is  but  an  uncertain 
remedy  in  cafe  of  want ;  for,  if  we 
have  no  rye,  we  cannot,  according 
to  that  book,  make  ufe  of  rice-flour 
for  making  bread,  becaufe  an  equal 
quantity  of  rye-flour  is  laid  to  be 
neceflary  for  that  purpofe  ;  and 
confequenfly,  in  countries  where  no 
rye  is  grown,  it  would  be  impoflible 
to  make  bread  of  rice,  however 
great  the  want  of  bread  might  be. 

44  I  therefore  think  it  my  duty  to 
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fupply  that  information  which  is  when  kneaded,  muft  have  fuch  a 
Wanting  in  the  two  books  above  proportion  of  flour  as  to  render  it 
mentioned,  by  defcribing  a  method  pretty  firm),  becomes  fo  foft  and 
by  which  excellent  bread  may  be  liquid,  that  it  feems  impoflible  it 
made  from  rice  alone,  which  me-  fhould  be  formed  ifito  bread  i  it  is 
thod  I  learned  from  the  natives  of  now  to  be  treated  as  follows. 
America.  When  the  dough  is  riling,  the 

“  The  firft  thing  to  be  done  to  oven  mull  be  heated;  and,  when  it 
the  rice  is,  to  reduce  it  into  flour;  is  of  a  proper  degree  of  heat,  we 
this  may  be. done  by  grinding  it  in  muft  take  k  ftew-pan  of  tin,  or 
a  mill,  or,  if  we  have  not  a  mill,  it  copper  tinned,  to  which  is  fixed  a 
may  be  done  in  the  following  man-  handle  of  fufficient  length  to  reach 
her.  Let  a  certain  quantity  of  water  to  the  end  of  the  oven.  A  little 
be  heated  in  a  faucepan  or  caldron  ;  water  mull  be  put  into  this  ftew- 
when  the  water  is  near  boiling,  let  pan,  which  mull  then  be  filled  with 
the  rice  we  mean  to  reduce  into  the  fermented  pafte, <  and  covered 
flour  be  thrown  into  it  s  the  veflel  with  cabbage  or  any  other  large 
is  then  to  be  taken  off  the  fire,  and  leaves,  of  with  a  Iheet  of  paper, 
the  rice  left  to  foak  till  the  next  When  this  is  done,  the  ftew-pan  is 
morning.  It  will  then  beNfound  at  to  be  put  into  the  oven,  andpuftied 
the  bottom  of  the  water,  which  is  forward  to  the  part  where  it  is  in¬ 
to  be  poured  off,  and  the  rice  put  tended  the  bread  fhall  be  baked  ;  it 
to  drain  upoti  a  table  placed  in  an  muft  then  be  quickly  turned  upfide 
inclined  politico.  When  it  is  dry,  down.  The  heat  of  the  oven  adts 
it  muft  be  beat  fo.  powder,  and  upon  the  pafte  in  fuch  a  way  as  to 
paffed  through  the  fineft  fteve  that  prevent  its  fpreading,  and  keeps  it 
can  be  procured.  in  the  form  the  ftew-pan  has  given 

“  When  we  have  brought  the  rice  it. 
into  flour,  we  muft  take  as  much  <£  In  this  manner  pure  rice-bread 
of  it  as  may  be  thought  neceflary,  may  be  made ;  it  comes  out  of  the 
and  put  it  into  the  kneading-trough  oven  of  a  fine  yellow  colour,  like 
in  which  bread  is  generally  made,  paftry  which  has  yolk  of  eggs  over 
At  the  fame  time  we  muft  heat  it.  It  is  as  agreeable  to  the  tafte  as 
fome  water  in  a  faucepan  or  other  fo  the  light ;  and  may  be  made  ufe 
veflel,  and,  having  thrown  into  it  of,  like  wheat-bread,  to  put  into 
fome  handfuls  of  rice,  we  muft  let  broths  &c.  I  muft  however  ob- 
them  boil  together  for  fome  time  :  ferve;  that  it  lofes  its  goodnefs  very 
the  quantity  of  rice  muft  be  fuch  iriiich  as  it  becomes  ltale. 
as  to  render  the  Water  very  thick  “  It  may  be  here  remarked,  that 
and  glutinous.  When  this  gluti-  the  manner  in  which  Indian  corn 
nous  matter  is  a  little  cooled,  it  is  ufed  in  France,  for  making  bread, 
muft  be  poured  upon  the  rice-flour,  can  only  produce  (and  does  in  fa<ffc 
and  the  whole  muft  be  well  produce)  very  bad  dough,  and  of 
kneaded  together,  adding  thereto  a  courfe  very  bad  bread.  To  em* 
little  fait,  and  a  proper  quantity  of  ploy  it  advantageoufly,  it  fhould.be 
leaven.  We  are  then  to  cover  the  treated  like  rice,  and  it  may  then  be 
dough  with  warm  cloths,  and  to  ufed,  not  only  for  making  bread* 
let  it  ftand  that  it  fnay  rife.  During  but  alfo  for  paftry. 
the  fermentation,  this  pafte  (which, 


O  E 


T  R  Y. 


P 


Ode  for  the  New  Year,. 

By  Henry  James  Pye,  Esq.  Poet  Laureat. 

I. 

WHERE  is  immortal  Virtue's  meed, 

Th’  unfading  wreath  of  true  renown, 

Beft  recompence  by  Heav’n  decreed 
For  all  the  cares  that  wait  a  crown ; 

If  Induftry,  with  anxious  zeal, 

Still  watchful  o’er  the  public  weal ; 

If  equal  Juftice’  awful  arm, 

Temper’d  by  Mercy’s  feraph  charm, 

Are  ineffe£tual  to  affuage 
Remorfelefs  Fadtion’s  harpy  rage  ? 

But  the  fell  Daemons,  urg’d  by  Hell’s  beheft, 

Threaten,  with  frantic  arm,  the  royal  Patriot’s  breaft  ? 

II. 

Yet  not,  imperial  George  !  at  thee 
Was  the  rude  bolt  of  Malice  fped, 

E’en  fiends  that  Crown  with  rev’rence  fee 
Where  Virtue  confecrates  th’  anointed  head—* 

No— at  thy  bofom’s  fondefl  claim, 

Thy  Britain’s  peace  their  fhafts  they  aim. 

Pale  Envy,  while  o’er  half  the  world 
War’s  bloody  banners  are  unfurl’d. 

Beheld  our  coafts  from  ravage  free, 

Protected  by  the  guardian  fea, 

Where  Commerce  fpreads  her  golden  {lores, 

Where  fleets  waft  triumph  to  our  fliores ; 

She  faw ;  and,  fick’nlng  at  the  fight, 

Wifh’d  the  fair  profpe6l  of  our  hopes  to  blight ; 

Sought  out  the  object  of  our  deareft  care, 

Found  where  we  mofl  could  feel,  and  try’d  to  wound  us  there.- 


The  broken  fhaft  that  coward  Malice  rear’d 
Shall  to  thy  fame  eternal  luflre  give,  . 
Infcribe  on  Hift’ry’s  page  thy  name  rever’d, 
And  bid  it  there  with  endlefs  blazon  live. 
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For  there  our  Ton’s  remoteft  race, 

In  deathlefs  chara<5ters,  fhall  trace 
How  Britain’s  baffled  foes  proclaim’d  their  &ate, 

And  deem’d  her  monarch’s  life  the  bulwark  of  the  ftate. 

IV. 

Now  Itrike  a  livelier  chord — This  happy  day. 

Selected  from  the  circling  year 
To  celeb- ate  a  name  to  Britain  dear, 

From  Britain’s  Tons  demands  a  feftive  lay. 

Mild  fov’reign  of  our  monarch’s  foul, 

Whofe  eye’s  meek  radiance  can  controul 
The  pow’rs  of  care,  and  grace  a  throne 
With  each  calm  joy  to  life  domeftic  known  ; 

Propitious  Heav’n  has  o’er  thy  head 
Bloffoms  of  richer  fragrance  filed 
Than  all  th’  affiduous  Mufe  can  bring, 

Cull’d  from  the  honey’d  ftores  of  Spring : 

For  fee,  amid  wild  Winter’s  hours 
A  bud  its  filken  folds  difplay, 

Sweeter  than  all  tb.e  chalic’d  flow’rs 
That  crown  thine  own  ambrofial  May. 

O  may  thy  fmiles,  bleft  infant,  prove 
Omens  of  concord,  and  of  love ! 

Bid  the  loud  ftrains  of  martial  triumph  ceafe, 

And  tune  to  fofter  mood  the  warbling  reed  of  Peace  ! 


The  Influence  of  Poetical  Personifications  and  Allegories 
on  Imitative  Art  and  Moral  Happiness,  and  the  Effect  of  that 
frigid  Soph  istry  which  abounds  in  modern  Philosophical  and 
Di  dactic  Poems. 

[From  the  Progress  of  Civil  Society,  a  Didactic  Poem,  by  Ri¬ 
chard  Payne  Knight.] 

HENCE  Greece  her  Mules  into  being  brought, 

The  daughters  feign’d  of  Memory  and  Thought; 

Infpiring  goddefles  of  genial  fong, 

To  whom  all  arts  that  polifh  life  belong; 

Who,  led  by  heaven’s  eternal  orb  of  light. 

Each  dormant  /park  of  mental  fire  excite; 

Arid  as  their  leader’s  beams,  where’er  they  glow, 

Bid  the  numb'd  feeds  of  life  and  motion  grow ; 

So  wherefbe’er  extends  their  foft  control," 

Bright  Fancy’s  vifions  rouze  the  torpid  foul; 

Heaven  breathes  the  fervid  breath  of  life  through  all, 

And  unform’d  matter  quickens  at  its  call. 
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Did  raging  ftorms  o’er  Ocean’s  bofom  fweep  ? 
?Twas  angry  Neptune  fmote  the  troubled  deep ; 

Did  clouds  condens’d  emit  eledtric  fire? 

*Twas  Jove’s  wide-wafting  inftrument  of  ire: 

Did  crops  luxuriant  fertile  fields  adorn  ? 

?Twas  Ceres  deck'd  the  vales  with  wavy  corn  ; 

Or  Bacchus  bade  the  high  embowering  vine. 

Loaded  with  clufters,  round  the  elm  entwine: 

But,  if  they  perilh’d  by  uptijTiely  blight, 

The  Furies  tainted  the  co|d  (dews  of  night ; 

Qr,  if  they  fell  beneath  the  wafte  of  wars, 

’Twas  the  dire  ravage  of  infatiate  Mars. 

Thus,  as ‘the  niufe-infpired  poet  fang, 

Each  abftradf  caufe  to  form  fuoftantiai  fprang; 
Aftiimed  a  local  dwelling,  and  a  name. 

And  rofe  to  Fancy  in  a  human  frame. 

Hence  mimic  art  prefum’d,  with  bold  defign, 
Nature’s  belt  works  to  embellifh  and  refine; 

In  earthly  moulds  the  foul’s  conceptions  drew 
And  raifed  immortal  ftiapes  to  mortal  view; 

The  attributes  of  Heaven  in  man  combined, 

And  ftamp’d  his  image  with  his  Maker’s  mind* 

The  front  majeftic  of  imperial  jove, 

Proclaimed  the  ruler  of  the  realms  above  : 

Wifdom’s  mild  light,  in  modeft  force  array’d^ 
Beam’d  in  the  image  of  his  martial  maid  ; 

While  keen  fagacitv  and  quicknefs  fhone 
In  every  feature  of  fair  Maia’s  fon  ; 

Stout  Plercules’  vaft  limbs  and  fpacious  clieff:. 

Pure  abftradl  ftrength  perfonified  exprefs’d  : 

Light  Pleafure’s  fmiling  grace  and  wanton  mien. 
Play’d  in  the  form  of  Love’s  voluptuous  queen  ; 
While  from  her  half-clofed  eyes  beam’d  rays  of  fire. 
And  on  her  lips  fprang  fighs  of  young  defire. 

Alike  each  attribute  divine  was  fhown, 

In  ftated  forms  and  features  of  its  own ; 

Prefiding  Genii  watch’d  o’er  every  hill, 

And  Naiads  rofe  in  every  limpid  rill ; 

Where’er  the  lonely  wanderer  chanc’d  to  rove. 

Pie  found  the  immortal  progeny  of  Jove  : 

Diffufed  alike  through  ocean,  earth,  and  air, 
Un.number’d  fpirits  heard  his  evening  prayer; 

And  ftill,  as  {lumber  clofed  his  weary  eyes, 

Bade  dreams  of  comfort  in  his  fancy  rife  ,* 

Whilft  hovering  round  celeftial  forms  appear’d 
Raifed  drooping  Hope,  and  finking  forrow  cheer’d. 

Hail,  happy  errors  of  delufive  Thought ! 

XTnryal  vifions,  with  true  blelfings  fraught ; 
pnce  more  from  heaven  defcend,  to  mortals  kind, 
And  call  your  magic  fpell$  around  the  mind ; 
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Film  o’er  the  fight  of  fpeculative  eyes, 

Nor  let  us  feel  the  curfe,  to  be  too  wife  ! 

Again,  ye  Mufes,  let  your  fongs  refound, 

And  the  vain  fophift’s  frigid  cant  confound; 

Again  to  rapture  wake  the  lofty  ftrains, 

That  once  re-echoed  o’er  fwift  Meles’  plains ; 

Or,  with  lefs  bright  and  animating  glow, 

Cheer’d  wintry  Afcra  ’midft  her  wilds  of  fnow; 

Or  rofe  fedate,  with  calm  and  fteady  pride, 

Where  Mincius’  ftreams  in  wandering  eddies  glide; 

And  taught  the  ruthlefs  fons  of  war  and  fpoil, 

To  honour  agriculture’s  ufeful  toil. 

Truth  now  is  all  the  Mufes  have  to  boaft, 

Since  Fancy  mourns  her  airy  vifions  loft; 

And  Fitftion,  ftripp’d  of  every  playful  grace, 

To  frigid  fophiftry  refigns  its  place  ;— 

To  frigid  fophiftry,  which  breaks  the  fpells, 

Beneath  whofe  {hade  the  magic  power  dwells ; 

And  all  its  elevated  flights  confines, 

Low  in  the  trammels  of  its  critic  lines; 

Or  cramps  its  vigour,  and  its  fervour  cools, 

In  the  dull  torpor  of  unmeaning  rules ; 

Till  quite  benumb'd,  it  now  can  only  move, 

Jn  fcenes  of  private  life,  and  haplefs  love ; 

Where  tales  on  tales,  through  endlefs  volumes  flow, 

Stuff’d  with  the  unmeaning  cant  of  love  and  woe : 

O’er  which  fond  fentimental  damfels  weep, 

Till,  drown’d  in  forrows,  - . they  fall  faft  afleep. 

But  the  bright  vifions,  which  in  days, of  yore, 

Plumed  Fancy’s  wings,  and  taught  the  mind  to  foar, 

Are  funk  for  ever  from  the  prying  fight, 

Since  touch’d  by  fophiftry’s  cold  blafting  light. 

No  Genii  now  through  feas  of  ether  glide, 

To  wing  the  breezes,  or  the  tempefts  guide; 

No  thundering  god  the  mountain’s  fummit  ihrouds, 

In  rolling  eddies  of  fulphureous  clouds: 

No  playful  Dryads  cheer  the  lonely  woods, 

Or  fportive  Naiads  float  in  cryftal  floods  : 

The  world  proceeds  by  cold  mechanic  laws, 

And  fools  and  fophifts  know  alike  their  caufe. 

E’en  the  rude  fables  of  our  rugged  climes, 

The  dark  materials  of  old  Runic  rhymes, 

Though  nicply  fpun  by  cabaliftic  wit, 

Each  winding  maze  of  modern  creeds  to  fit, 

Have  now  their  fierce  terrific  charms  refign’d, 

Nor  dare  affail  the  unletter’d  peafant’s  mind. 

No  more  he  fees  the  pale  and  wandering  fprite 
Glide  through  the  lilent  horrors  of  the  night ; 

Nor  hears  the  hoarfe  ill-boding  goblin  roar 
Along  the  wintry  torrents  troubled  fliore?  \ 
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No  demon  now  the  enchanter’s  voice  obeys, 
To  guard  the  foreft,  or  the  ftorm  to  raife; 

To  bid  falfe  hopes  foul  deeds  of  blood  excite, 
Or  panic  fears  turn  conquering  chiefs  to  flight. 

No  guardian  angels  now  from  heaven  defcend, 
The  Almighty’s  fhield  o’er  virtue  to  extend; 

To  heal  the  wounded,  and  protect  the  brave; 
And  valour,  prefs'd  by  mightier  foes,  to  fave. 

No  fairies  now,  or  dapper  elves  are  feen, 

Bv  Fancy’s  eye,  light-tripping  o’er  the  green  i 
No  more  on  vehicles  of  thought  they  ride, 

The  waking  phantoms  of  the  brain  to  guide ; 

Or,  wafted  on  the  moon’s  myfterijus  beams, - 
Lead  the  light  progeny  of  fleeting  dreams. 

Th  us,  of  ideal  images  bereft, 

The  Mufe’s  humbler  talk  is  only  left, 

Dry  fadl  and  folid  argument  to  ftrew 
With  flowers  refrelh’d  in  Heliconian  dew  ; 

And  the  light  flow  of  narrative  to  trace 
With  juft  expreflion,  and  with  eafy  grace. 


Description  of  the  Palace  of  Ambition,  and  of  the  Fiends  who 

frequent  it.  s. 

[From  Joan  of  Arc,  an  Epic  Poem,  by  Robert  Southey.] 

AND  firft  a  landfcape  rofe 

More  wild  and  wafte  and  defolate,  than  where 
The  white  bear  drifting  on  a  held  of  ice 
Howls  to  her  funder’d  cubs  with  piteous  rage 
And  favage  agony.  Mid  the  drear  fcene 
A  craggy  mafs  uprear’d  its  rrrifty  brow, 

Untouch’d  by  breath  of  fpring,  unwont  to  know 
Red  fummer’s  influence,  or  the  chearful  face 
Of  a  uturnn;  yet  its  fragments  many  and  huge 
Aftourded  ocean  with  the  dreadful  dance 
Of  whirlpools  numberlefs,  abforbing  oft 
The  blamelefs  flfher  at  his  perilous  toil. 

Upon  the  topmoft  height  the  maiden  faw 
A  meteor-lighted  dome:  to  every  blaft 
Shook  the  wide  fabric,  tottering  as  to  fall, 

For  ever  tottering  •,  round  the  tempefts  yell’d 
Tremendous,  mufic  hoarfe  !  yet  to  the  ear 
Of  him  who  there  had  rule,  the  Dynaft  ftern, 

Not  undelightful.  His  perturbed  flight 
Anxious  and  gloomy,  fpeeding  hitherwards, 

She  faw  the  dark-wing’d  fhape :  with  all  its  towers 
The  palace  nods :  fuch  was  Ambition’s  voice  !  - 
Obedient  firft,  fierce  fervant  of  fierce  lord, 
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Cowl’d  SuperPifion  comes,  her  loofen’d  robes 

Float  on  the  breeze  and  half  expofed  to  view 

The  rolled  dagger.  By  her  fide  crept  on 

Mitred  Hypocrify,  with  meekeP  mien 

And  Pep  demure,  and  croft*  which  to  his  heart 

He  prep,  and  feem’d  with  heaven-ward  eye  to  pour 

The  pious  prayer;  yet  never  prayer  he  pour’d 

Save  when  with  fecret  glance  he  view’d  the  crowd 

Admiring  near.  Revenge  unwilling  quits 

.The  mangled  corfe;  and  prodigal  of  death 

Next  Slaughter  Prode;  his  falchion  yet  unfheath’d 

Reeks  from  the  wound,  loofe  flow  his  long  black  locks, 

The  wide  roll  of  his  eye  is  terrible. 

Arid  each  limb  quivers.  Cruelty  comes  next, 

With  iavage  fmile  grafping  a  widowed  dove. 

And  Fury  next  beating  her  own  fwoln  bread 
Rufh’d  at  the  call;  and  Envy  hideous  form 
Gnawing  her  flefb,  and  tearing  from  her  head 
The  viper  turn’d  to  bite  :  and  Horror  wild 
With  creeping  flelh.  Defpair  his  fullen  arms 
Folded  ;  aye  muttering  dark  arid  half-form’d  words 
Of  dreadful  import.  Aged  Avarice  next 
H-ugg’d  to  his  heart  his  bags,  and  call  around 
(Unwilling  fho’  to  lofe  the  golden  fight,) 

The  fearful  look*  And  fitful  Jealoufy 
Anxious  for  mifery  came  :  and  feverifh  Lull 
Hot  from  the  convent.  Palfied  Fear  fled  on, 

And  ever  as  he  fled  his  ghallly  eye 
Reverts.  Then  Palk’d  along  the  giant  form 
Of  proud  Oppreflion,  on  his  Crowned  brow 
Sate  Defolation,  and  his  pity lefs  frown 
Difpeopled  countries  :  him  behind  a  train 
Loathly  and  horrible,  of  namelefs  fiends 
Outnumbering  locufls.  Laft,  as  fill’d  with  fear 
Sufpicion  ever-watchful  clos'd  the  train  : 

Pale  meagre  fpe&re,  ribb’d  with  iron  plates, 

Sleeplefs,  and  fearful  of  the  friendly  meal, 

Worn  out  with  anxious  vigilance  of  life. 

Thefe  at  the  palace  meet,  there,  porter  fit, 

Remorfe  for  ever  his  fad  vigils  kept, 

His  heart  the  viper’s  feaft  :  worn  down  his  face, 

If  face  it  were  when  fcarce  the  fhrivell’d  Ikin 
W rap’d  o’er  the  bone,  proclaim’d  the  gnawing  pang4. 

Inly  he  groan’d,  or  Parting  wildly,  fhriek’d, 

Aye  as  the  fabric  tottering  from  its  bafe 
Threaten’d  definition,  tho’  oft  announc’d*with-held, 

Tho’  flill  with-held,  expeted. 

Thefe  the  maid 

Mark’d  as  they  Peer’d  their  dulky  flight  along; 

And  lo  !  Pie  was  amidp  them. 
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Paved  with  the  bones 

The  floor  breath’d  peftilence  :  the  emblazon’d  walls 
With  enfigns  and  with  blood-ftain’d  arms  were  hung, 
The  trophies  of  Ambition. 

On  his  throne 

That  form  portentous  rear’d  his  giant  bulk, 

More  huge  than  he,  who  with  his  hundred  arms 
Scatter’d  confufion  o’er  the  hoft  of  gods 
Briareus :  or  the  monfter  brethren  twain, 

Whofe  ftature  fwelling  every  hour  gave  hopes 

Of  equalling  higheft  Heaven  :  nor  larger  he 

Illufive,  ’gainft  whofe  head  the  thunderer  Thor 

Sped  fruftrate  his  full  force.  A  fable  helm 

Shades  his  brown  face,  where  glow’d  thro’  each  dark  tint 

The  fire  of  anger ;  in  his  hand  he  grafp’d 

The  defolating  fpear ;  his  broad  black  brow 

In  thought  contracted  fpake  his  brooding  foul. 

Sullenly  ftlent. 


Story  of  Thelamont  and  Almeria. 

[From  the  Sea,  a  Poem,  by  Joh*t  Bidlake,  B.  A.] 

NOW  thrice  three  bright  revolving  funs  had  view’d 

Fond  Thelamont  to  his  Almeria  join’d  j 

With  rapture  melting  into  fix’d  efleem ; 

Equal  delight,  and  foul -exchanging  blifs, 

So  beam’d,  fo  fmil’d,  fo  parted  ev’ry  year ! 

Bright  fhone  a  fummer’s  mom,  when  Thelamont 

Upon  a  placid  fea  fet  fail ;  intent 

With  baited  hook  to  tempt  the  finny  tribe. 

Cruel  delight !  From  native  beds  to  drag 

The  wounded  fools,  and  fpoil  their  filv’ry  fcales 

And  fpotted  pride,  writh’d  on  the  tort’rous  hook. 

In  fufferance  dumb.  O  be  meek  mercy  heard  ! 

Thrice  bleft  be  he,  who  ever  kindnefs  fliews 

To  the  poor  brutal  race  :  confign’d  by  him? 

Who  fhelters  all,  to  reafon’s  manly  rule 

And  mild  humanity’s  more  tender  care. 

Thrice  bleft  be  he  !  foft  pity  copious  fhow’r 

Thy  gracious  dews  upon  his  head ;  refrefh 

Jfis  tender  heart,  and  glad  his  darkfome  days. 

He  to  Almeria  firft  his  purpofe  fpoke. 

She  meek  and  timid  fair,  by  nature  fearful. 

But  more  through  love,  with  look  ineffable, 

And  glift’ning  eyes,  with  foft  affeCtion  bright, 

Thus  fpake,  *f  Why  try  the  dangerous  wave  to-day  ? 

f4  Oft  have  I  fear’d  fome  dire  mifhap,  when  thou 

M  Upon  the  fait  hie fs  main  haft  folace  fought, 
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W  Where  unknown  horror  lurks,  and  hidden  fnares. 

6S  This  day  is  facred  to  the  rites  of  love; 

?6  This  anniverfal  of  thp  happy  year 

6C  Since  firft  our  hands  we  join’d;  and  mutual  pledg’d 

6i  Our  faith.  This  happy  day  with  me  confume; 

“  With  me,  I  pray,  and  with  our  little  race.” 

And  then  file  turn’d  delighted  looks  to  where 
Their  rofy  infants,  dew-drops  of  gay  health. 

Spring  buds  of  purple  youth,  fported  around. 

To  this,  of  anfw’ring  feelings  raptur’d  full, 

Though  all  the  father,  all  the  Luted  rofe 
At  once;  and  tides  o’erfiowing  of  rich  joy 
Almoft  his  bofom  burl!,  he  anfwer  made. 

“  Sweet  (barer  of  my  days !  partner  of  my  blifs ! 
u  Fear  not.  I  leave  thee  for  a  little  fpace; 

“  And  long  before  brown  night  its  (hades  extends, 
f6  Shall  to  thy  arms  return.  Short  abfence  makes 
“  True  Ipve  more  fweet.”  O  blindnefs  to  the  future  ! 
That  kindly  veils  fhgrp  pain’s  perfpe&ive  ills  : 

Hides  W’hat  no  caution  can  avoid,  or  keeps 
From  greater  ills  of  choice!  Silent,  deprefs'd 
Almeria  fat ;  placid,  though  not  content ; 

And  forc’d  a  (mile  that  would  confent  have  fpoken. 
And  wip’d  in  hade,  a  healthful  tear  unfeen. 

That  fear  had  drop’d  upon  her  downcaft  eye ; 

And  cheek’d  a  (igh  that  apprehenfion  breath’d, 

Soit  as  the  fummer  evening  zephyr  curls 
The  crimfon  bofom  of  the  fleepy  lake. 

Now  from  the  port  the  impatient  veffel  fleers, 

And  to  the  wanton  gales  the  fwelling  fails 
Their  bofoms  gave  ;  and  gliding  fwift  before 
The  frefti’ning  breeze,  that  b rulhing  kifs’d  the  wave. 
The  painted  veifel  danc’d,  light,  trim,  and  gay. 

With  equal  fpeed  the  Ihores  receding  flew. 

Till  far  into  the  azure  main  they  gain’d. 

Deceitful  morn  !  why  doll  thou  fmile  fo  fair? 

Shall  nature  be  fo  falfe  ?  Frefli’ning  the  breeze 
Swells  to  a  gale  :  the  (Lifting  gale  a  ftorm ; 

That  adyerfe  fopn  forbad  all  hop’d  return. 

And  accefs  to  the  wiflied-for  land  denied. 

Alas!  poor  Thelamont  \  thy  drifting  bark 
Flies  fall  before  the  furious  winds,  that  mad 
And  cruel  wing  thee  from  thy  fading  home; 

The  lov’d,  the  happy  fpot,  where  wait  thy  own 
Thy  dear  delights,  thy  rofy  finding  babes ; 

The.fofteft,  fweeteft,  partner  of  thy  care. 

Nor  evening  greets  thee  now  with  promis’d  joy; 

Nor  infant  (ports ;  nor  her  kind  arms  that  wrap 
Thee  m  the  lap  of  love;  the  flowery  bow’r, 

Shields  from  every  blaft,  from  every  pain. 
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Far,  far,  from  thefe,  and  every  Toothing  joy  ; 

Art  thou  to  dreary,  friendlefs  night  confign’d  ; 

And  all  the  horrors  of  the  rough  rude  ftorm. 

The  doling  eve,  meantime  with  moiften’d  lids* 

Sunk  flow,  and  fad,  on  ocean’s  troubled  bed, 

In  fympathy  of  melancholy  fate.. 

On  the  remorfelefs  main,  her  anxious  eye 
Almeria  calf,  where  madnefs  furious  play’d. 

And  through  the  thick’ning  mill  did  fancy  paint 
Laft  friend  of  grief,  the  vefTel’s  dilfant  form, 

That  held  the  lord,  the  fharer  of  her  heart. 

Her  children  oft,  O  happy  age  1  whom  yet 

Hope  e’er  delights,  look’d  through  the  darkmng  fcene, 

And  in  imagination’s  pi&ure  faw 

The  bark,  and  hail’d  their  parent’s  bled  return : 

And  made  more  keen  Almeida’s  frantic  woe. 

When  e’en  deceptive  promife  fail’d  to  cheat, 

And  dull,  blank  disappointment  coldly  frown’d. 

Go  wrap  your  fondling  arms,  ye  fmiling  babes  !  . 

Strain  clod.  your  fainting  mother’s  bread  !  kifs,  kifs 
Away  the  tears !  that  flowing  fountains  run, . 

And  mingle  pity’s  If  ream,  with  her  full  tide. 

She  needs  your  "every  foothing  art,  your  wiles 
To  mellow  ftiarp  dilfrefs !  for  never  more 
Shall  flie  fave  in  your  fweetiy-dimpling  cheeks, 

That  picture  fweet  remembrance  of  paff  love, 

The  unfading  image  of  your  fire  behold. 

Lad  fancy  fail’d,  and  cruel  frowning  night 
Denied  e’en  clearing  hope,  and  rolling  flow 
In  pitchy  darknefs  wrap’d  the  ruin’d  fcene. 

Invocation  to  Fancy  and  Forgetfulness  to  chafe  away  the  Demon 

Memory. 

[From  the  Fains  of  Memory,  a  Poem,  by  Robert  Merry,  A.  M.] 

COME  then,  creative  Fancy  !  hither  bend 

Thy  fportive  flight,  and  prove  thyfelf  a  friend  ; 

Raife  by  thy  potent  fpells  the  caftles  fair. 

Which  charm  the  eye,  thought  built  but  in  the  air  ; 

Confole  the  poor  with  viflonary  wealth, 

And  lure  the  fick  man  to  the  bow’rs  of  health  ;  « 

To  myrtle  groves  the  panting  lover  bring, 

And  fcatter  rofes  from  thy  fairy  wing  ; 

The  maid  ador’d,  though  faithlefs  as  the  wind, 

Shall  there  be  ever  conftant,  ever  kind, 

With  fond  approval  Men  to  his  tale, 

Melt  at  his  fighs,  and  let  his  vows  prevail. 
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Thou  bidft  the  foldier  win,  with  proud  delight, 

The  deathlefs  laurel  of  imagin'd  fight, 

Spur  his  bold  fteed  the  routed  foe  to  reach, 

Or  foremoft,  fword  in  hand,  afcend  the  breach. 

Thy  magic  influence  makes  the- coward  brave, 

Gives  eafe  to  anguifli,  freedom  to  the  flave  ; 

Yet,  he  alas  1  condemn’d  for  evermore, 

To  tug  with  hopelefs  toil  the  heavy  oar, 

To  guide  the  galley  thro’  the  boift’rous  fea, 

In  ev’ry  hour  of  refpite,  flies  to  thee : 

On  the  cold  pallet  ftretch’d,  his  pangs  fubfide, 

O’er  his  rapt  thought  thy  pageant  pleafures  glide,  „ 
Bright  views  entrance  him,  loft  illufions  rife, 
Dilfolve  his  chains,  and  lift  him  to  the  Ikies. 

The  niggard  wretch  at  thy  benign  command, 

Feels  with  new  tendernefs  his  foul  expand, 

Wakeiis  to.  charity,  and  grants  relief, 

At  leaft  in  thought,  to  ev’ry  human  grief; 

Then,  to  reward  his  fympathetic  tears, 

Invokes  profperity,  and  length  of  years. 

View’d  thro’  the  medium  of  thy  magic  glafs, 

The  loveliefl:  fcenes  in  gay  fuccefiion  pafs, 

Each  virtue  glows  in  pureft  tints  array’d, 

In  native  uglinefs  is  vice  difplay’d  : 

For  never  yet  has  mortal  predefigii’d 
Himfelf  unjuft,  deceitful,  or  unkind, 

To  gain  the  prize  on  which  he  loves  to  brood, 

The  means  are  proper,  and  the  end  is  good. 
Where’er  thou  deignft  thy  cheering  glance  to  throw, 
Full  harvefls  bend,  falubrious  rivers  flow, 

Long  lakes  their  glofly  furfaces  unfold, 

And°heaven  is  deck’d  with  more  refplendent  gold. 
Spontaneous  forefts  cioathe  the  lonely  heath. 

And  all  creation  brightens  at  thy  breath. 

Then  Fancy,  hither  cojjie,  exert  thy  fiway, 

And  chace  the  demon  Mem’ry  far  away  ! 

Thou  too,  Forgetfulnefs !  whole  opiate  charm 
Can  hufh  the  paflions,  and  their  rage  difarm ; 
Approach,  O  kindly  grant  thy  fuppiiant  aid  ! 

Wrap  him  in  fweet  oblivion’s  placid  fliade ; 

Veil  the  gay,  tranfitory  fcenes,  that  fled, 

Like  gleamy  funfhine  o’er  the  mountain’s  head ; 
Sink  in  the  dark  abyfs  of  endlefs  night 
The  artificial  phantoms  of  delight ; 

Nor  let  his  early  ign’rance,  and  miftake, 

The  fober  blifs  of  age  and  reafon  fhake. 

Hide  from  his  heart  each  fufFring  country’s  woe, 
And  o’er  its  chains  thy  cov’ring  mantle  throw  ; 
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Hide 


Hide  yon  deluded  agonizing  train, 

Who  bleed  by  thousands  on  the  purple  plain  ; 
Their  piercing  cries,  their  dying  groans  control^ 
And  lock  up  ail  the  feelings  of  his  foul. 

Shield  him  from  dander’s  perfecutmg  race. 

Who  feek  t£>  wound,  and  labour  to  difgrace, 
Who  view  the  humbleft  worth  with  jealous  eye. 
The  viper  brood  of  black  malignity  1 
So  {hall,  perchance,  content  with  thee  return, 
*Mongft  vernal  fweets  to  raife  his  wintry  urn  ; 

To  his  retreat  tranquillity  repair, 

“  And  freedom  dwell  a  penfive  hermit  there.” 


i  ,  ,  *  •'  -1*  % 

Hoyle  Lake,  a  Pc/EM,-  written  on  that  Coast,  afid  addreffed  to  it$ 

Proprietor,  Sir  John  Stanley. 


[From  Llangollen  Vale,  with  other  Poems,  by  Anna  Seward.] 


THEE,  Stanley,  thee,  our  gladden’d  fpirit  hails. 
Since  life’s  firft  good  for  us  thy  efforts  gain, 
Who,  habitants  of  Albion’s  inland  vales, 

Refide  far  diftant  from  her  circling  main. 

Thefe  lightfome  walls,  beneath  thy  generous  cares 
Arofe,  the  lawny  fcene’s  convivial  boaft, 

While  at  thy  voice  clear-Cheek’d  Hygeia  rears 
Her  aqueous  altars  on  this  tepid  coaft. 

This  coaft,  the  neareft:  to  our  central  home, 

That  green  Britannia’s  watry  zone  difplays, 

Now  gites  the  drooping  frame  a  cheerful  dome  *, 
Whofe  lares  j-  fmile,  and  promife  lengthen’d  days;  - 

When  gather'd  fogs  the  pale  hbrizon  fteep, 

Falling  in  heavy,  deep,  continual  rain, 

If,  ere  the  fun  fink  fhrouded  in  the  deep," 

His  cryftal  rays  pervade  the  vapory  train, 

Dry  are  the  tufty  downs,  diffufive  fpread 
O’er  the  light  furface  of  the  Tandy  mound, 

Where  e’en  the  languid  form  may  fafely  tread, 

Drink  the  pure  gale,  and  eye  the  blue  profound. 


Dear  fcene  ! — that  ftretch’d  between  the  filver  arms 
Of  Deva,  and  of  Merfey,  meets  the  main, 

And  when  the  fun-gilt  day  illumes  its  charms, 
Boafts  of  peculiar  grace,  nor  boafts  in  vaim 


*  The  large  and  handfome  hotel,  built  in  the  year  1792,  'by  fir  John  Stanley,  anc 
^hich  converts  thefe  plealant  dowa«  into  a  coinmodiOiis  fea-bathix>g  place. 

f  LareSf  Houl'ehold-gods. 
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ThpV near  the  beach,  dark  Helbrie’S  lonely  ifle, 

Repofes  fullen  in  the  watry  way, 

Hears  round  her  rocks  the  tides,  returning,  boil, 

And  o’er  her  dufky  fandals  dafh  their  Ipray. 

Mark,  to  the  left,  romantic  Cambria’s  eoaft, 

Her  curtain’d  mountains  riling  o’er  the  floods  ; 

While  feas  on  Orm’s  beak’d  promontory  burftj 
Blue  Deva  fwells  her  mirror  to  the  woods. 

High  o’er  that  varied  ridge  of  Alpine  forms, 

Vaft  Moel-y-Fammau  *  towers  upon  the  fight, 

Lifts  her  maternal  bofom  to  the  ftorms, 

And  fcreens  her  filial  mountains  from  their  blight. 

Far  on  the  right,  the  dim  Lancaftrian  plains, 

In  pallid  diftance,  glimmer  thro’  the  Iky, 

Tho’,  hid  by  jutting  rocks,  thy  fplendid  fanes. 

Commercial  Liverpool,  elude  the  eye. 

Wide  in  the  front  the  confluent  oceans  roll, 

Amid  whofe  reftlefs  billows  guardian  Hoyle, 

To  fcreen  her  azure  lake  when  tempefts  howl, 

Spreads  the  firm  texture  of  her  amber  ifle  f. 

And  tho’  the  furging  tide’s  refifUefs  waves 
Roll,  day,  and  night,  its  level  furface  o’er, 

Tho’  the  fkies  darken,  and  the  whirlwind  raves. 

They  froth, — but  rufh  innoxious  to  the  fliore. 

When  fear^ftruck  fea-men,  ’mid  the  raging  flood, 

Hear  thundering  fhipwreck  yell  her  dire  decrees, 

See  her  pale  arm  rend  every  fail,  and  fhroud, 

And  o’er  the  high  malt  lift  her  whelming  feas, 

If  to  thy  quiet  harbour,  gentle  Hoyle, 

The  fhatter’d  navy  thro’  the  temped  flies. 

Each  joyous  mariner  forgets  his  toil, 

And  carols  to  the  vainly  angry  Ikies. 

** 

? 

What  tho’  they  vex  the  lake’s  cerulean  dream, 

And  curl  its  billows  on  the  flielly  floor, 

Yet,  in  defpite  of  Fancy’s  timid  dream, 

Age,  and  infirmity,  may  plunge  fecure. 

*  Moel-y-Fammau,  the  firft  word  fpoken  as  one  -fyllable,  as  if  fpelt  Mole.  The  nan ye 
unifies  in  Welch  Mother  of  Mountains.  It  is  feen  in  the  Hoyle-Lake  profpect,  behind 
ie  Flintihire  hills,  and  confiderably  higher  than  any  of  them. 

f  Amber  Ifle ,  the  Sand  I /land ,  fix  miles  long,  and  four  broad,  which  lying  in  the  fea,  a 
die  from  thore,  forms  the  lake;  and  breaking  the  force  of  the  tides,  conftitutes  the 
fety  of  that  lake  as  an  harbour  and  bathing-place. 

>  How 
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How  gay  the  fcene  when  fprmg’s  fair  mornings  Break, 
Or  1'ummer-noons  illume  the  graffy  mound, 

When  anchor’d  navies  crowd  the  peopled  lake, 

Or  deck  the  diftant  ocean’s  fkiey  bound* 

Like  leaflefs  forefts,  on  its  verge  extreme 

R:fe  the  tall  mails ; — -or  fpreading  wide  their  faife, 
Silvering,  and  Shining  in  the  folar  beam, 

Stand  on  that  laft  blue  lino,  and  court  the  gales. 

The  peopled  lake,  of  fong,  and  lively  cheer, 

And  boatfwairt’s  whiftle  bears  the  jovial  found  ; 
While  rofy  pennants,  Heating  on  the  air, 

Tinge  the  foft  Teas  of  glafs,  that  deep  around* 

’Twas  on  thefe  downs  *  the  Belgian  hero  fpread 
His  ardent  legions  in  aufpicious  hours, 

Ere  to  Iern.e’s  hoffile  fhores  he  led 
To  deathlefs  glory  their  embattled  powers. 

When,  like  the  conqueror  of  the  Eaftern  world, 

That  lie  nam’d  with  dauntlefs  bread  the  Granic  flood, 
His  victor -fword  immortal  William  whirl'd, 

And  Boyne’s  pale  waters  dyed  with  rebel  blood. 

Since  now,  to  health  devoted,  this  calm  fliore 
Breathes  renovation  in  its  foamy  wave, 
for  the  kind  Donor  fhall  each  heart  implore, 

The  good  his  energies  to  others  gave. 

That  long  on  him  clear-cheek’d  Hygeia’s  fmile. 

And  long  on  all  he  loves,  ferene  may  Ihine, 

Who  from  thy  fparkling  coalf,  benignant  Hoyle, 
Diffus’d  the  bleffings  of  her  cryltal  Ihrine. 


Ode  on  his  Majesty’s  Birth-day. 


By  Henry  James  Pye,  Esq.  Pgrt-Laur-RAT. 

I. 


WHERE  are  the  vows  the  Mnfcs  breath’d, 
That  Difcord’s  fatal  reign  might  ceafe  ? 
Where  all  the  blooming  flow’rs  they  wreath’d, 
To  bind  the  placid  brow  of  Peace ; 


*  King  William  encamped  his  army  on  the  Hoyle  lake  downs,  before  he  took  (hip* 
pinz  from  thence,  on  his  victorious  expedition  to  Ireland. 

v  Whole 
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Whpfe  angel -form,  with  radiant  beam, 

Pidtur’d  in  Fancy’s  fairy-dream, 

Seem’d  o’er  Europa's  ravag’d  land; 

Prompt  to  extend  her  influence  bland,  f 
Calm  the  rude  clangors  of  the  martial  lay, 

And  hail  with  gentler  note  our  monarch’s  natal  day? 

II. 

For,  lo  1  on  yon  devoted  fhore, 

Still  through  the  bleeding  ranks  of  war, 

His  burning  axles  fteep’d  in  gore, 

Ambition  drives  his  iron  car. 

Still  his  eyes,  in  fury  roll’d, 

Glare  on  fields  by  arms  o’er  run  ; 

Still  his  hands  rapacious  hold 
Spoils  injurious  inroad  won  ; 

And,  fpurning  with  indignant  frown  . 

The  fober  olive’s  proffer’d  crown, 

Bids  the  brazen  trumpet’s  breath 
Swell  the  terrific  blafl  of  deftiny  and  death. 

III. 

Shrinks  Britain  at  the  found  ?  Though,  while  her 
Oer  Europe’s  defolated  plains  fhe  throws, 

Slow  to  avenge,  and  mild  in  victory, 

She  mourns  the  dreadful  fcene  of  war  and  woes  ; 
l  et,  if  the  foe,  misjudging,  read 
Difmay  in  Pity’s  gentlefl  deed, 

And,  conftruing  mercy  into  fear, 

The  blood-fiain’d  arm  of  battle  rear, 

By  infult  rous’d  in  juft  refentment  warm,  • 

She  frowns  defiance  on  the  threat’ning.flirm; 

And,  far  as  Ocean’s  billows  roar, 

By  ev’ry  wave  encircled  fhore, 

From  where  o’er  icy  leas  the  gaunt  wolf  roves. 

To  coafls  perfumed  by  aromatic  groves ; 

As  proudly  to  the  ambient  Iky 
In  filken  folds  her  mingled  erodes  fly; 

The  foothing  voice  of  Peace  is  drown’d 
Awhile  in  war’s  tumultuous  found, 

And  {trains,  from  Glory’s  awful  clarion  blown, 

Float  in  triumphant  peal  around  Britannia’s  throne* 
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Ode  to  Bertie  Greatheed,  intended  to  counteract  the  effeCt  of  the 
millaken  and  querulous  Picture  of  Human  Nature,  drawn  by  Mr. 
Gray  in  his  Ode  oil  a  diftarst  profpedt  of  Eton  College. 

[From  an  OpE  to  a  Boy  at  Eton,  with  three  Sonnets,  and  one 
Epigram,  by  William  Parsons,  Esq.] 

Mox  etiam  peftus  prseceptis  format  amicis, 

Afperitatis,-iet  invidias  corrector,  et  ira?, 

Recife  facta  refert.  Hor.  Epilt.  Lift.  2.  Ep»  I. 

ME  tho’  miftaken  kindnefs  doom’d 
(So  will’d  a  mother’s  care 
Ere  yet  the  buds  of  genius  bloom’d) 

To  breathe  my  native  air  ; 

Forbade  to  cull  the  fairer  dowers 
That  thrive  in  Academic  bovvers, 

And  clip'd  my  youth’s  afpiring  wings  $ 

—Envious  of  Fancy’s  brighter  day, 

I  trod  th’  inglorious  private  way 
%  To  Learning’s  hidden  fprings  } 

Thee,  Bertie  !  happier  fates  attend, 

Nor  is  it  thine  to  mourn 
From  thee  the  father  and  the  friend 
By  death,  untimely,  torn ! 

Thee,  Bertie  !  worthy  of  thy  fire! 

Let  generous  emulation  fire 
With  high-born  pride,  with  ardor  keen, 

Like  heroes/ in  th’  Olympic  race, 

Still  to  aiTert  the  foremoft  place 
In  Eton’s  prouded  lcene  ! 

To  “  chafe  the  rolling  circle’s  [peed,” 

To  “  urge  the  flying  ball,” 

Thro’  yielding  waves  the  way  to  lead. 

The  fluttering  bird  enthrall, 

Or  fearful  fnatch  the  fcruant  joy ; 

Thefe  may  thy  yacant  hours  employ. 

— But  ftrenuous  feek  a  nobler  prize, 

To  charm  when  thou  no  more  art  young  j 
Nor  think,  whate’er  a  Gray  has  Fung, 
u  ’Tis  Folly  to  be  vyisE  !” 

Tho’  Paflion  and  Difeafe  may  rage 
In  Man  with  balpful  ftrife, 

Tho’  numerous  Ills,  in  riper  age, 

Call  their  black  fhade  o’er  life, 

All  is  not  Grief — what  fong  can  tell 
The  heart-expanding  thoughts  that  fwell 
The  purp,  and  lore-enlighten’d,  bread  ! 
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The  joy  the  genuine  Patriot  feels  ; 

Or  he  who  wounds  of  Sorrow  heals, 

In  confcious  Virtue  blelt ! 

The  joy  to  nurfe  the  liberal  Arts  ! 

Thro’  Nature’s  fweets  to  rove  ! 

What  Science,  or  the  Mufe,  imparts  1 
Friendfliip,  or  wedded  Love ! 

« — For  feeling  minds,  and  judging  eyes. 

Fountains  ot  blifs  unnumber’d  rife, 

And  thro’  their  hallow’d  courfe  refine. 

— The  gifts  unbounded  Bounty  ftrews 
3Tis  more  than  Folly  to  refufe  ; 

— ’Tis  impious  to  repine  ! 

To  Youth  its  fports,  to  Age  its  calm, 

Indulgent  Heav’n  bellows, 

With  forrow  mingles  comfort’s  balm. 

And  a&ion  with  repofe. 

Bifeafe  from  Sloth,  or  Pleafure  fprings, 

Yet,  with  fedate  Reflection,  brings 
Warm  Hope,  to  footh  the  mental  tlrife, 

Who  whifpers  foft  to  Care,  or  Pain, 

For  prefent  lofs,  a  future  gain, 

For  death,  immortal  life  ! 

What  to  avoid,  and  what  purfue, 

Hgs  Man  no  rule  affign’d  ? 

No  arms,  high-temper?d  to  fubdue 
44  The  vultures  of  the  mind  ?” 

’—Oh  blind  to  Truth  !  tho’  free  of  Will  1 
Thou  mak’ft  thy  own  misfortunes  Hill 
Whom  thy  own  paflions  Bill  controuh 
— Arm  but  thy  will — their  rage  defy  ! 

The  dire  Promethean  terrors  fly, 

And  leave  th’  unfhaken  foul ! 

Not  words  alone,  but  thoughts  acquire  ! 

And  great  examples  know  ! 

Till  Greece  and  Rome’s  extinguifli’d  fire 
In  Thee  revived  fliall  glow  ! 

— Mark,  worthy  of  the  general  trull. 

An  Aristides,  wife,  and  juft, 

To  others  mild,  himfelf  fevere  \ 

To  wealth  unmovedr— Oh  glorious  boafl  L 
His  funeral  at  the  public  coll, 

Graced  by  the  public  tear ! 

Not  Spain  and  Afric’s  fpoils  combin’d 
So  Scipio’s  worth  difplay’d, 
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As  when  he,  felf-fubdued,  refign’d 
The  fair  Iberian  maid  ! 

— Nor  lefs  he  {hone,  v^fieri  youth  was  fled  ; 
Not  all  his  former  triumphs  fhed 
A  lovelier  luftre  round  his  name  ! 

— Flim  Meditation  mod  could  pleafe ; 

In  filent  thought,  and  learned  eafe. 

He  clofed  a  life  of  Fame  ! 

To  Poets,  who  miflead  our  youth, 

Let  gaudier  wreaths  belong, 

Yet  one  again  {hall  “  {loop  to  truth, 
a  And  moralize  his  fong.” 

While  Heav’n  decrees  us  here  below 
A  mingled  maze  of  joy  and  woe; 

(Howe’er  the  plaintive  Sophifts  moan) 
Well  to  enjoy  the  profperous  hour, 

Well  to  endure  Affii&lon’s  power, 

Are  Wisdom’s  lot  alone  ! 


Illustration  of  “  the  Influence  of  Local  Attachment  with 

lpeft  tp  Home.” 

[From  a  Poem  under  that  Title,] 

/ 

ERE,  where,  defcending  from  the  fea-worn  clifts 
__  _  In  his  own  heavy  cloud  of  darknefs  clad, 

Full  oft  his  watery  pennons  Aufter  lifts 

And  wraps  the  extenfive  if]e  in  fudden  fliade, 

Tho’  vernal  funbeams  were  effus’d,  to  glad  .r". 

Our  landfcapes,  from  Cornubia  vein’d  with  ore 
To  Scotia’s  heaths  that  triumph  in  the  plaid; 

The  BritorHIili  prefers  his  changeful  {bore 
To  ALgypt’s  cloudlefs  plains  where  no  rude  tempefls  roar. 


Yes !  o’er  his  acres  the  green  barley-blade 
Fie  values  more  than  fields  of  cludering  rice ; 

And  rather  fliapes  his  way  thro’  plalhy  glade 
Where  crackles,  at  each  ftep,  the  fheeted  ice, 

Than  mid  gay  groves  of  caflia,  that  entice 
The  foul  to  pleafure,  far  diffufing  balm  : 

To  him  more  dear  the  oak-crowrn’d  precipice, 

Than  the  deep  verdure  of  date-crefted  palm, 

Where  all  is  lap’d  in  eafe,  one  languor- breathing  calm* 

To  him  more  fweet  thro’  afhen  woods  to  rove, 

As  eddying  winds  the  foliage  round  him  whirl, 

Than  cull  the  bloffoms  of  an  orange-grove 

Skirted  by  rofe-tree  bowers,  where  rivulets  purl 
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Mid  bafil  tufts,  and  odorous  breezes  curl 
The  ftream  befpreht  with  many  a  filver  lote  ; 

While,  on  the  fmooth  Canal,  light  fhips  unfurl 
Their  fportive  fails,  and  gently  as  they  float, 

Flutter  the  billing  doves,  and  croud  the  neighbouring  cote. 

While  the  gay- gilded  mofque  fliines,  half-conceal’d 
By  tamarinds  and  the  broad-leav’d  fycamore, 

And,  as  beneath  their  trembling  verdure  veil’d, 

Airs,  Eden- born,  delicious  incenfe  pour, 

Softening  the  fervours  of  the  fummer-hour! 

While  rich  pomegranates  bid  their  cooling  feeds 
To  the  parclit  palate  a  keen  fenfe  reftore, 

And,  round  each  whifpering  iflet  of  cane  reeds, 

Its  melon’s  grateful  pulp  the  tepid  water  feeds. 

Not  ivory  palaces,  their  roofs  inlaid 

With  mafly  gold,  where  thrones  of  coral  glow, 

Starr’d  with  the  gems  of  Ormuz  ;  not  the  fliade 
Ambrofial,  waving  its  peach-flowers  that  blow 
To  pearly  grapes,  and  kifs  the  turf  below, 

The  genuine  fon  of  Albion  could  induce 
His  dairy-meads,  his  fallows  to  forego  : 

Not  all  the  fruits,  that  bloom  o’er  every  fluice, 

Would,  in  his  mind,  outvie  the  redftreak’s  vermeil  juice. 

Nor,  if  to  innocence  a  gentle  fmile 

Bearm,  placid  as  the  May’s  mild  morning  break ; 

If,  with  a  modefl:  blufli,  to  mark  our  ifle, 

Mantle  to  veins  of  azure  the  fair  cheek; 

Are  not  the  charms  of  foreign  beauty  weak, 

Beauty,  that  wantons  with  voluptuous  air  ? 

<■  Can  jetty  ringlets  that  adorn  the  neck, 

Sleek  as  they  gliften  to  the  funny  glare, 

Rival,  O  Albion’s  dames,  your  amber-brightening  hair? 

Yet  pleafure  views,  and  trembles  at  the  gaze, 

Thofe  glofly  trefles  their  luxuriance  fpread 
To  rofeate  eflences;  the  diamond-blaze 
Of  many  a  crefcent  on  the  turban’d  head, 

Or  the  pearl-luftre  as  by  rainbows  fed  ; 

The  full  dark  eye ;  the  panting  of  the  breaft, 

Through  gaufe  that  feems  to  kindle;  limbs  that  filed 
Purpureal  light  by  hiked  folds  careft, 

And  the  rich  zone  that  checks  the  thin  tranfparent  veil. 

Bee,  as  the  rofe-lipt  Alme  weave  the  dance, 

To  melting  airs  they  move,  in  amorous  play ; 

Or,  arch  with  nods  and  wreathed  fmiles,  they  glance 
Their  nimble  feet  to  frolic  meafures  gay  ; 
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The  cymbal’s  notes  to  love  new  warmth  conveys 
The  burning  aloe  breathes  its  fragrance  round. 

O’er  all  the  light  faloon  with  fparkling  ray, 

The  diamond  trembles  to  the  dancer’s  bound,  ( 

While  with  fantaftic  mirth  the  dizzy  roofs  refound. 

See  glowing  virgins  lave  the  polifht  limb, 

What  time  they  bid  the  mu  Iky  bath  exhale 
Its  {learning  odours,  and  along  the  brim 
The  dalliance  of  the  loves  lafcivious  hail: 

Or,  when  the  clear  night  wafts  her  cooling  gale, 

See  their  fine  forms,  as  eve’s  lafi  colours  die, 

Slow  on  the  flower  embroider’d  terrace  fail ; 

While,  glittering  thro’  its  whole  expanfe,  the  Iky 
With  its  deep  azure  fhade  relieves  the  wearied  eye. 

Yes! — Homefiill  charms:  and  he  who,  clad  in  fur, 

His  rapid  rein-deer  drives  o’er  plains  of  fnow. 

Would  rather  to  the  fame  wild  trails  recur, 

That  various  life  had  mark’d  with  joy  or  woe. 

Than  wander,  where  the  fpicy  breezes  blow 

To  kifs  the  hyacinths  of  Azza’s  hair - 

Rather,  than  where  luxuriant  fummers  glow. 

To  the  white  modes  of  his  hills  repair, 

And  bid  his  antler  train  the  Ample  banquet  fhare. 

All  love  their  native  fpot;  whether  befide 

Their  ice-ribb’d  mountains  thro’  a  wafte  of  night, 

They  catch  the  froft-gaies  from  the  ftormy  tide, 

And  fhiver  to  the  boreal  flafhes  bright; 

Or,  if  the  fun  vouchfafe  a  noonday  light, 

Hail,  from  the  crags,  his  faint-refle<ffed  Teams, 

And  Aide,  o’er  mouldering  bridge,  from  height  to  height, 
Where  pine,  or  ebony,  or  benreed  gleams, 

To  float  their  huge-hewn  planks,  along  the  gulphy  ftreams ; 

Or,  whether  blinded  by  the  folar  glare, 

The  moon-ey’d  Indian  amid  poifon’d  dews 
Tainting  the  breeze,  to  balfam  groves  repair, 

And  fleep,  tho’  venom  many  a  plant  diffufe: 

Or  whether  he  who  journeys  o’er  Peru’s 
Re-echoing  caverns,  heap  his  ore,  to  pave 
The  ftreets  with  ingots,  oft  as  he  purfues  _ 

His  burthen’d  beaft,  to  where  the  boiling  wave 
Once  fwallow’d  Lima’s  walls,  a  univerfal  grave. 

E’en  now,  where  rages  red  Vefuvio’s  flame, 

Scarce  from  the  fluid  rocks  his  offspring  fly  j 
Tho’  cities,  ftrown  around,  of  ancient  name, 

The  monuments  of  former  vengeance  lie. 
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And  we  have  mark’d  the  indifloluble  tie, 

By  which  a  myriad  down  the  yawning  gloom 

Defcended  erd,  as  Etna  fir’d  the  Iky - 

By  which  a  myriad  that  efcap’d  the  doom, 

Cling  to  the  fulphur’d  fpot,  and  clafp  their  comrades*  tomb. 

V>/'  •  ■ 

Description  of  Hay-making. 

[From  Bewsey,  a  Poem.] 

THERE  fee  the  mowers,  to  their  half-done  ta£k 
Early  returning,  jocund,  o’er  the  grafs, 

That  yederday  they  cut :  with  (tone  well-ply’d, 

Bending,  the\  whet  the  clear-refounding  fteel; 

And  now  in  order  plac’d,  ftep  after  ftep, 

Slow  following,  with  fuccefiive  well-tim’d  ftrokes, 

The  fey  the  they  brandifti  :  falling  at  their  feet 
In  femicircles  wide,  a  mingled  heap 
Of  feedling  (talks  and  flow’rs  of  various  hues 
In  wild  confufion  lies,  to  bloom  no  more. 

Meanwhile  a  num’rous  train  of  men  and  boys, 

And  country  maidens*  bearing  in  their  hands 
The  rural  trophies,  cheerfully  begin  < 

Their  pleafing  toil,  and  fcatter  far  and  wide, 

With  airy  tofs,  the  odoriferous  hay  ; 

Tight  burden  !  While  as  now  the  climbing  fun. 

In  fplendour  clad,  pours  forth  his  (loping  rays 
Stronger,  the  field  is  all  a  moving  feene 
Of  gaiety  and  bufinefs,  mirth  and  toil* 

Many  the  jokes,  aad  frequent  are  the  laughs, 

Enlivening  their  labour:  on  Ithe  copfe 
Of  yonder  hedge,  where  gay  the  wild-rofe  blooms. 

Is  laid  the  copious  can,  with  needful  (lore 
Of  liquor  fill’d,  and  cover’d  from  the  fight 
Of  bufy  flies.  Full  oft  the  heated  fwain 
Thither  is  feen  to  pace,  and  from  the  cup 
Firft  takes  a  long,  deep  draught:  then  to  the  fair. 

Not  alking,  but  whofe  warm  flufli’d  cheeks  betray 
Her  third,  (low  carrying,  prefents  the  cup 
With  awkward  gallantry.  Fatigued,  the  band 
Awhile  repofe:  the  fun-burnt  clown,  robuft, 

Pulls  on  his  knee  his  modeft-looking  fair, 

Pleas’d,  and  yet  half  afham’d :  ah !  happy  he, 

If  from  her  lips  he  gains  at  lad  the  kifs,  !■, 

With  many  druggies  won ;  nor  is  ev’n  (he, 

Tho’  her  diforder’d  locks  with  many  a  frown 
Now  (lie  adjuds,  difpleas’d  at  heart  to  lofe 
The  fragrant  prize  (he  wiftPd  not  to  withhold. 

She  feeks  not  to  enfnare  a  captive  train 
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Of  flaves,  to'  grace  the  triumph  of  her  eyes  5 
Nor,  having  won  her  lover's  faithful  heart. 

To  leave  him,  proud-exulting  in  his  paifis. 

For  him  alone  the  riband  gay  is  feen, 

On  Sundays  dreaming  in  her  hat  of  draw, 

Luring  at  church  unwary  eyes  from  pray’rs. 

Still  near  her  thro’  the  field  he  drives  to  toil, 

And  oft,  when  unperceiv’d,  they  tell  their  love 
In  fidelong  glances :  language  fweetl  that  fpeaks 
In  filence  more  than  all  th’  alfehfed  fop,*- 
Pradtis’d  in  flatt’ry’s  arts,  with  oily  tongue, 

Pours  in  his  vainer  fair’s  deluded  ears. 

Here  ’tis,  that  Love  beftrews  his  pleafing  joys, 

Unblended  with  his  cares;  for  here  110  fears 
Of  rankling  jealoufy  difturb  the  bread. 

He  knozvs  his  maiden  true,  as  die  her  Twain ; 

1  And  fo  (hall  each  be  prov’d,  for  Hymen  footi 

In  bondage  fweet  ill  a  1 1  join  their  willing  hands. 

Be  kind,  ye  Southern  breezes  !  blow  not  yet. 

Nor  bid  vour  train  of  gloomy  clouds  and  fhow’rs, 
Unwelcome  now,  deform  the  tranquil  fky  ! 

But  let  the  frequent  wain,  undopp’d.  by  rains. 

Clear  the  dry  hay  field  of  its  du fky  piles ! 

.  « 

Repast  of  Lucian  and  Swift,  in  the  House  of  Ridicule. 

[From  the  Paradise  of  Tast&j  by  Alexander  Thomson,  Efq.] 

\TOW  turning  to  the  other  table, 

Which  rather  look’d- more  comfortable, 

Thereon  two  covers  we  furvey’d, 

And  things  in  rank  for  fupper  laid, 

While  warm  and  fnug,  Another  pair 
Of  fatirids  were  feated  there— 

The  Greek,  whofe  lively  fancy  drew 
So  many  a  pleating  interview ; 

Who  heroes  old  fo  well  could  fliow 
Converting  in  the  fhades  below, 

And  whofe  celedial  dialogues 
Made  all  Olympus  whores  and  rogues ; 

His  medmate  was  Hibernia’s  boad, 

In  cau  die  wit  himfelf  a  hod  ; 

Expofe  to  view  who  durd  prefume 
The  fecrets  of  the  dreffing-room  ; 

Who  ev’n  reveal’d  to  vulgar  fight 
The  raptures  of  the  bridal  nighr, 

And  trembling  Strephon’s  eager  joy} 

To  find  a  woman  in  his  Chloe; 

But  word*  of  all,  whofe  faithlefs  hand, 

At  flighted  rancour’s  dire  command, 
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The  vile  difguflful  pi&ure  drew 
Of  that  inhuman  brute  Yahoo. 

Before  them,  hunger’s  beft  relief, 

An  ample  difh  of  fleaks  of  beef. 

Stood  fmoking,  juicy,  fat,  and  nice, 

Of  which  they  each  fecur’d  a  flice, 

And  feafon’d  it,  without  difpute, 

As  beft  it  might  his  palate  fuit. 

The  Greek  was  mighty  well  content 
With  pickles  from  Jamaica  fent, 

And  pepper  brought  from  Surinam, 

.  More  hot  and  fiery  than  a  dram. 

Not  fo  St.  Patrick’s  dirty  dean, 

W7ho  rubb’d  along  his  platter  clean 
Of  affafcetida  a  pound, 

Which  threw  a  difmal  flench  around, 

And  then  he  gobbled  up  in  hafte 
His  odoriferous  repaft ; 

Which  done,  no  longer  would  he  flay, 

But  inflant  rofe,  and  ran  away. 

Then  to  my  keen  inquiring  eye 
My  gracious  guide  made  this  reply 
if  I  cannot  bring  my  tuneful  tongue, 

“  To  founds  of  other  order  ftrung. 

To  tell  you  now  the  fhameful  place 
“  Where  this  flrange  wretch  has  hid  his  face, 

“  Who  views  thofe  fights  with  pleafure’s  fmiles, 

“  From  which  each  other  eye  recoils ; 

<<  To  whom  thofe  founds  alone  are  dear, 

«*  That  flrike  with  pain  each  other  ear ; 

“  If  curiofity  be  ftrong, 

“  Much  better  go  with  him  along, 

And  fee  him  there,  in  all  his  glory, 

«  Rehearfing  of  a  filthy  flory  ; 

“  But  me  you  mull,  my  child,  excufe, 
u  Whofe  eye  fiich  obje&s  never  views.” 

To  this  what  anfwer  I  fliould  make, 

Long  time  to  think  I  did  not  take: 

“  I  feel,”  fays  I,  44  no  inclination 
«  For  fuch  minute  inveftigation  ; 

“  And  rather  ne’er  would  fee  his  face, 

«  Than  follow  him  to  fuch  a  place.” 

Situation  of  Shakespeak,  in  the  Island  of  Iancy. 
[From  the  fame  Work.] 

THERE  up  to  heav’n  a  mafs  of  rock  was  pil’d. 

Which  feem’d  to  mingle  with  the  midnight  fky; 
Of  rude  accefs  it  was,  and  profpeft  wild, 
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And  rear’d  its  proud  ambitious  head  fo  high 
As  almoft  left  behind  the  aching  eye.  — 

Deck’d  was  the  fcene  with  beauties  all  its  own* 

Whofe  pow’rful  charms  each  critic  glance  defy  j 
And  on  its  topmoft  height,  the  regal  throne 
Of  this  romantic  realm,  flood  Avon’s  bard  alone* 

Alone  he  flood  —  for  there  was  none  but  he 
On  fuch  a  fearful  precipice  could  ftand; 

Carelefs  he  flood,  from  fear  and  danger  free, 

And  wav’d  with  eafe  that  more  than  magic  wand, 

Whofe  pond’rous  weight  would  numb  each  other  hand  $ 

For  who  like  him  could  fairy  chaplets  twine, 

Could  paint  with  living  hues  the  airy  band 
Of  ihapes  internal  and  of  forms  divine, 

Or  dive  fo  wond’rous  deep  in  fancy’s  golden  mine  ? 

Relu&ant  riling  from  their  nether  Ikies, 

A  troop  of  griefly  ghofts  before  him  flood, 

With  iron  teeth  and  flaring  ftony  eyes, 

Demons  and  fiends,  and  all  the  hellifli  brood 
Which  fancy  figures  in  her  trembling  mood ; 

Around  his  head  thofe  elves  and  fpirits  flew, 

Who  tafte  on  earth  of  heav’n’s  ambrofial  food, 

Who  fuck  with  bees  the  cowllip’s  honey  due, 

Andfleal,  to  make  them  coats,  the  rainbow’s  brilliant  hue. 

There  on  her  car  fate  Mab  the  fairy  queen, 

And  dreams  of  various  hue  around  her  flung; 

Her  coachman,  merry  Puck,  array’d  in  green. 

Before  her  on  the  nut-built  chariot  hung, 

And  all  his  knavifli  tricks  and  frolics  fung. 

There  was  the  witch’s  child,  who  ne’er  unclos’d 
His  brutal  lips  but  forth  a  curfe  there  fprung; 

And  Ariel  quaint,  of  o:her  mold  compos’d, 

Who  trode  the  winter  wind,  and  in  the  gale  repos’d. 

Eulogium  on  Conversation. 

[Ffrom  Conversation,  a  Dida&ic  Poem,  by  William  Cooke,  Efq/ 

— — —  Conversation,  ever  on  the  wing, 

Delights  to  rove  through  all  the  honied  fpring 
Like  mufic’s  voice,  harmonious,  deep,  and  clear, 

Pours  all  its  information  through  the  ear, 

Draws  out  the  force  of  education’s  plan, 

Combines  the  whole,  and  finifhes  the  man. 

See  how  it  decorates  the  claflic  page  I 
And  how  the  ancients  felt  this  pleafing  rage ! 
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Or  at  their  baths— their  meals — the  public  hall, 

’Twas  Converfation  took  the  lead  in  all.  \ 

Here  rights  were  canvafs’d — manners  underftood, 

And  laws  develop’d  for  the  public  good, 

Here  heroes’  deeds  were  told  with  kindred  blaze, 

Nor  humbler  virtues  ’fcap’d  their  fhare  of  praife. 

The  matron’s  conftancy — the  fage’s  fenfe, 

The  power  of  beauty,  and  its  beft  defence, 

The  poor  man’s  firmnefs  in  the  ftruggling  hour, 
Contentment’s  charm,  or  riches’  liberal  power, 

All  learning  taught — all  daily  life  had  fhewn 
—The  moft  unerring  fcience  to  be  known— 

Were  here  enforc’d  with  fimplenefs  and  truth. 

As  food  for  age,  or  models  for  their  youth ; 

Nay,  ev’n  in  death  they  felt  for  human  kind. 

And  left  their  moral  legacies  behind. 

O  !  life’s  true  teacher! — moft  illuftrious  fage ! 

Whofe  great  example  burns,  from  age  to  age, 

Who  fcorn’d  the  trammels  of  the  wrangling  fchools,  , 

And  taught  philofophy  by  chriftian  rules ; 

Tho’  doom’d  a  bafe — unworthy  death  to  (hare, 

In  fpite  of  pity’s  voice,  and  virtue’s  prayer  — 

Still  did  thy  foul  unbroken,  and  ferene, 

With  confcious  truth  furvey  the  awful  fcene, 

Fearlefs  what  pangs  the  poifon’d  bowl  could  give,  v. 

And  to  the  laft  inform’d  us  how  to  live. 

With  thefe  bright  models  plac’d  before  our  view, 

Let’s  learn  to  copy  each  proportion  true. 

Explore  what  Converfation  can  produce, 

For  moral  happinefs,  and  focial  ufe. 

In  life’s  gay  fpring  ’tis  that  perpetual  fchool, 

Which  moulds  the  manners,  free  from  tyrant  rule, 

Gives  flow  of  fpeech,  and  readinefs  to  fcan 
The  various  habitudes  of  adftive  man. 

Poffefs’d  of  this,  we  better  learn  to  prize 
What  comforts  fafliion  gives,  or  what  denies ; 

•  What  drefs  imports,  what  friendfliip’s  crowds  employ, 

In  all  the  frivolous  purfuits  of  joy. 

Shielded  by  this,  we  better  learn  to  fhun 
Thofe  bafer  lengths  which  youthful  pafiions  run  ; 

Gaming’s  fad  charm,  which  rends  all  focial  ties. 

Engenders  fraud,  rapacity,  and  lies ; 

Or  Bacchus’  court,  or  lull’s  decoying  cell, 

Where  rank  difeafe  and  diffipation  dwell. 

Far  from  thofe  haunts,  the  tutor’d  bofom  ftrays, 

Who  converfe  love— love  not  thofe  dangerous  ways. 
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What  books  we  tead,  tfio*  read  with  critic 
5Tis  Converfation  ftamps  the  final  feal; 

Marks  what’s  original,  and  what  is  known, 

And  adds  another’s  ftriftures  to  our  own. 

What  fchool,  what  travels,  what  examples  taught, 

As  rich  materials  for  our  ufe  ai*e  brought, 

Proud  now  to  feel  what  charm’d  our  earlier  days, 

Return  with  ten-fold  intereft  to  our  praife, 

On  every  fide  we  fome  advantage  prove, 

It  warms  our  friendfhip,  and  infpires  our  love* 

In  latter  age,  when  paffions  milder  flow, 

And  our  chief  pride  is  rais’d  on  what  we  know, 

Tho’  love  no  longer  takes  an  abtive  part, 

No  longer  flames,  or  agitates  the  heart, 

Still  Converfation  keeps  it^,  fettled  throne, 

Its  power  of  pleating  ftiil  is  all  our  own. 

By  this  once  more  we  prove  the  virgin  kind, 

Aud  gain  frefli  conquefts  o’er  her  charms  of  mind, 

Difperfe  the  gloomy,  aid  the  cheerful  hour, 

Obtain  refpeCt,  and  confidence,  and  power. 

And  when,  approaching  to  its  awful  clofe, 

Life  feeks  its  chiefeft  pleafure  in  repofe, 

This  focial  charm  {hall  gild  our  fetting  day, 

Infpire  frefh  hopes,  and  brighter  views  difplay; 

Hopes  which  foretafte,  confirm’d  by  pious  tin  ft. 

The  facred  Converfation  of  the  juft. 

Where  man  44  made  perfect”  feels  celeftial  fires, 

Glows  in  difcourfe,  or  hymns  in  heav’nly  choirs, 

Where,  bleft  communion  !  every  joy  is  thine, 

Eternal  truth — and  harmony  divine. 

£legy  occafioned  by  the  Lofs  of  the  Author’s  Daughter. 

[From  Sorrows,  facred  to  the  Memory  of  Penelope,  by  Sir  Brooks 

Boothby,  Bart.] 

NOW  the  down  of  the  fwan  o’er  my  temples  is  fpread, 

And  grief  and  misfortune  have  bow’d  down  my  head; 
Now  old  age  is  at  hand,  and  each  forrowful  dav 
Something  adds  to  the  load,  as  the  ftrength  wears  away. 

’Twere  fitting,  the  little  that  life  had  to  laft, 

Free  from  care  and  alarm  might  have  quietly  pafs’d  ; 

That  in  ftudious  repofe,  to  my  bofom  ftiil  dear, 

Soft  peace  might  have  ended  an  humble  career; 

In  the  ho  ufe  of  my  fathers,  ah  !  too  much  my  pride! 

On  a  wife’s  faithful  breaft  have  fecurefy  relied  ; 

With  a  few  dear  companions,  who  knowing  my  heart. 

Had  to  faults  been  indulgent,  where  that  had  no.  part ;  - 
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®Till  the  marble,  in  wait  for  the  reft  of  its  prey, 

To  eternal  oblivion  had  (hatch’d  me  away ; 

To  her  again  join’d,  at  whole  fad,  early  doom. 

All  my  jo  Vs,  hopes,  and  pleafares,  were  hid  in  the  tomb. 
Such  once  was  my  with,  nor  unworthy  to  know 
The  calm  that  an  innocent  life  thould  bettow  ; 

But  vain  were  my  projects,  my  willies  all  vain; 

No  repnfe,  no  retirement,  muft  foften  my  pain  ; 
gtranee  matters  my  meauows  and  groves  (hall  pofTefs; 
For  them,  my  loved  plants  wear  their  beautiful  drefs. 

To  new  regions  I  go;  unfriended,  alone. 

Rejected,  forgotten,  unpitied,  unknown. 

Doom’d,  perhaps,  to  behold  my  dear  country  no  more. 
My  bones  (hall  lie  white  on  fome  far  diftant  more , 

O  er  my  poor  fcatter’d  re  licks  no  forrows  be  tiled* 

And  namelefs  the  dull  that  flies  over  my  head. 
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Of  the  Year  1796. 


DURING  the  year  1796,  the 
lift  of  tranflators  into  Eng- 
lifti  from  the  original  of  the  facred 
writings  has  been  enlarged  by  the 
name  of  Dr.  Charles  Garden,  late 
a  tutor  at  Eton  College.  TMt 
gentleman  has  publifhed  “  An  im¬ 
proved  Verfion,  attempted,  of  the 
Book  of  Job:  a  Poem,  confifting  of 
Parallels,  Conftru&ive,  Synony¬ 
mous,  and  Triplet ;  with  a  prelimi¬ 
nary  Differtation,  and  Notes,  criti¬ 
cal,  hiftorical,and  explanatory.”  To 
do  juftice  to  the  tranflator’s  inten¬ 
tion  u  to  give  an  exatft  and  faithful 
reprefentation  of  the  words,  and  of 
the  fenfe  of  the  poet,  to  imitate  the 
air  and  manner  of  the  author,  to 
exprefs  the  form  and  fafhion  of 
the  compofition,  and  to  give  the 
Englifh  reader  fome  notion  of  the 
peculiar  call:  and  turn  of  the  origi¬ 
nal,”  required  an  intimate  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Hebrew  language,  pro¬ 
found  (kill  in  appreciating  the  cri- 
ticifms  of  preceding  commenta¬ 
tors  and  lexicographers,  and  no 
fmall  fhare  of  poetical  tafte.  Dr. 
Garden,  from  the  tone  which  he 
frequently  affumes,  appears  to  have 
had  full  confidence  in  the  qualifi¬ 
cations  which  he  poffeffed  for  fuch 
an  undertaking.  From  the  long 
lift  of  names  in  the  prolegomena  it 
would  feem,  that  he  has  been  in- 
duftrious  in  confulting  and  fele<ft- 


ing  from  every  learned  author  he 
could  meet  with  on  the  fubjedt. 
Indeed  the  greateft  fhare  of  merit 
which  his  work  can  claim,  from 
the  acknowledged  learning  difplay- 
ed  in  the  preliminary  differtation, 
and  the  very  numerous  notes,  is 
founded  on  the  labour  of  felec- 
tion.  In  original  criticifm  it  can¬ 
not  be  faid  to  abound.  The  lan-* 
guage  of  this  verfion,  likewife,  is 
frequently  uncouth,  obfcure,  and 
inaccurate  ;  and,  on  thefe  accounts, 
but  ill  adapted  to  prefent  us  with  the 
beauties  of  the  moft  fublime  of  th$ 
facred  poets,  Ifaiah  alone  excepted, 
who  “  may  be  faid,  not  to  de- 
fcribe,  but  to  render  vifible,  what¬ 
ever  he  treats  of.”  On  the  whole, 
we  cannot  pronounce  that  Dr. 
Garden,  from  this  refult  of  his 
philological  ftudies,  is  entitled  to 
any  diftinguiflied  rank  among  bib. 
lical  fcholars. 

The  books  of  66  Proverbs,  Eccle- 
fiaftes,  Wifdom  of  Solomon,  and 
Ecclefiafticus,”  have  been  pubiifh¬ 
ed,  in  a  feparate  form,  not  only  for 
the  purpofe  of  cheapnefs,*  but  of 
convenience,  by  a  well  wifher  to 
the  interefts  of  virtue,  “  as  a  fmall 
compendium  of  ancient  morals,  or 
what  would  formerly  have  been 
termed  a  manual  of  ethics;”  arid 
are  accompanied  with  an  introduc¬ 
tory  preface,  containing  a  concife, 
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but  well  written  view,  of  the  agri¬ 
culture,  commerce,  policy,  and 
Science  in  Paleftine  during  the  reign 
of  Solomon. 

Mr.  Burgefs,  in  a  44  Letter  to  the 
Honourable  and  Right  Reverend 
the  Lord  Bifhop  of  Ely,  on  the 
SubjeCf  of  a  new  and  authoritative 
Tranflation  of  the  Holy  Scrip¬ 
tures,”  Suggefts  his  gloomy  appre- 
henfions  of  the  conSequences  which 
would  follow  from  [he  introduction 
of  a  new,  or  improved  verfion, 
however  well  executed.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  topic  on  which  he  expatiates 
is,  the  trite  and  hacknied  one  of 
the  danger  of  innovation  ;  parti¬ 
cularly  in  the  prefent  Bate  of  So- 
ciety.  Under  exifting  circum- 
ftances,  44  he  had  rather  be  the 
man  to  add  a  link  to  the  chain 
of  Superftition,  than  to  cut  one 
from  it.”  Such  language  would 
have  been  fuitable  to  the  character 
of  a  bigoted  catholic  prieft,  at  the 
^ra  of  the  Reformation,  or  of  a 
pagan  hierophant,  at  the  firft  in¬ 
troduction  of  chrifcianity ;  but  is 
utterly  unworthy  a  clergyman  of  a 
proteftant  church,  at  the  clofe  of 
the  eighteenth  century. 

Mr.  Marfh’s  “  Letters  to  Mr. 
Archdeacon  Travis,  in  Vindication 
of  one  of  the  Tranflator’s  Notes  to 
Michaelis’s  Introduction,  and  in 
Confirmation  of  the  Opinion  that 
a  Greek  Manufcript,  now  pre- 
ferved  in  the  public  Library  of  the 
Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  is  one  of 
the  feven  which  are  quoted  by  R. 
Stephens,  at  i  John  v.  7.”  con- 
Ititute  a  molt  learned  and  valuable 
production  in  biblical  criticifm. 
If  any  thing  be  thought  wanting,  af¬ 
ter  the  erudition  and  ingenuity  dis¬ 
played  by  Mr.  Porfon,  in  demon- 
ltration  of  the  fpurioufnefs  of  the 
difputed  pafTage,  thefe  letters  will 
afford  complete  fatisfaCtion,  and 
terminate  the  controverfy  with  the 


judicious  and  impartial.  They 
ferve,  at  the  fame  time,  as  an  ad¬ 
mirable  guide  tofcholars  in  the  belt 
mode  of  ftudving  ancient  manu¬ 
scripts,  and  of  determining  the 
value  of  collations  and  early  edi¬ 
tions,  in  facred  or  profane  litera¬ 
ture.  In  a  long  Appendix,  Mr. 
Marfli  clearly  convicts  the  archdea¬ 
con  of  a  variety  of  inaccuracies  and 
illegitimate  conclufions,  which  are 
unpardonable  in  a  man  of  learning 
and  critical  (kill;  proves,  by  ex¬ 
tracts  from  Mr.  Pappelbaum,"  that 
the  Codex  Ravianus  is  merely  a 
copy  of  the  Complutenfian  edi¬ 
tion  ;  and  Satisfactorily  explains  the 
origin  and  objeCt  of  the  Velefian 


readings. 

Dr.  Williams,  in  his  44  Remarks 
on  a  Treatife  by  William  Bell, 
D.  D.  &c.  entitled  Arguments  in 
Proof  of  the  Authenticity  of  the 
Narratives  of  the  extraordinary 
Conception  and  Birth  of  John  the 
Baptift,  and  the  miraculous  Con¬ 
ception  and  Birth  of  Jefus,  con¬ 
tained  in  the  two  firft  Chapters  of 
the  Gofpels  of  St.  Matthew  and  St*. 
Luke,”  maintains  the  fame  ground 
which  he  occupied  in  his  44  Free 
Enquiry,”  noticed  in  our  Regifter 
for  the  year  1789.  With  the  fame 
calmnefs  and  liberality  as  were  dis¬ 
played  in  that  production,  he  dif- 
cu  flies  anew  that  part  of  the  evi¬ 
dence  for  the  genuinenefs  of  the 
difputed  chapters  to  which  Dr. 
Bell’s  ingenuity  had  given  its  ut- 
moft  force;  and  urges  additional 
arguments,  drawn  from  conjeCture 
and  probability,  which  have  Served 
to  confirm  him  in  his  former  opi¬ 
nion.  The  biblical  Undent,  by 
pofteffing  the  publications  of  Dr. 
Williams  and  Dr.  Bell,  will  be 
enabled  to  meet  with  every  thing 
of  importance  which  can  "be  ad¬ 
vanced  on  the  controverted  fubjeCf, 
at  ieaft  as  far  as  relates  to  St,  Mat¬ 
thew's 
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thew’s  Gofpel,  and  to  judge .  on 
which  fide  of  the  fcales  the  weight 
of  evidence  preponderates.  In  an 
Appendix  our  author  maintains, 
with  Auguftine,  and  other  writers 
among  the  ancients  as  well  as  mo¬ 
derns’^  that  ot.  Mark’s  Gofpel  is  an 
abbreviated  tranflation  of  St.  Mat¬ 
thew’s  Syro-Chaldaic  Gofpel. 

In  our  Regifter  for  the  year 
17SS,  we  announced  to  our  readers 
the  object  and  general  character  of 
Mr.  now  Dr.  Ryan’s  44  Hiftory  of 
the  Effedts  of  Religion  on  Man¬ 
kind  ;  in  Countries  ancient  and 
modern;  barbarous  and  civilized.” 
It  is  but  lately  that  we  have  feed  a 
Supplement  to  that  work,  in  a  lid. 
Vo!,  which  bears  the  date  of  1793, 
and  is  executed  with  the  fame 
learning  and  ingenuity  as  the  for¬ 
mer.  It  is  divided  into  four  fac¬ 
tions,  in  which  the  author  fhews, 
that  the  erroneous  dodtrines  and  fu- 
perfiitious  practices  of  Chriftians 
are  not  to  be  imputed  to  Chriftiani- 
ty  ;  illuftrates  the  enthufiafm  of  the 
heathens,  the  origin,  progrefs,  and 
Influence  of  fanaticifm  in  the 
times  of  the  crufades,  &c.  with  the 
effedts  of  it  on  the  literature,  the 
religion,  and  the  morals  of  the 
Englifn  nation  ;  points  out  the  real 
caufes  of  feveral  perfections, 
herefies,  controverftes,  wars,  &c. 
falfply  imputed  to  Chriftianity  by 
modern  infidels ;  and  refutes  the 
objedtions  which  have  been  urged 
again! t  the  utility  of  religion. 

Mr.  Roberts,  in  his  44  Obferva- 
tion s/>n  the  Principles  of  Chriftian 
Morality,  and  the  Apoftolic  Cha- 
raider,  occafioned  by  Dr.  Paley’s 
View  of  the  Evidence^  of  Chrifti¬ 
anity,”  attacks  that  valuable  writer 
on  account  of  the  liberality  with 
which  he  concedes  to  the  enemies 
of  Revelation,  what  he  deems  to 
be  untenable  and  ufeiefs  points, 
and  the  caution  with  which  he  has 

7 


LITERATURE. 

refrained  from  tiling  the  language 
of  party  principles.  Thefe  very 
circum fiances,  in  the  opinion  of 
fome  of  the  ableft  and  moft  zealous 
advocates  for  Revelation,  have  ■ 
ftamped  fitperior  excellence  on  the 
dodtor’s  labours,  and  contributed 
efientially  to  ferve  the  caufe  which 
he  fupports.  Mr.  Roberts  is  of  a 
different  opinion  ;  and  endeavours 
to  convidt  Dr.  Paley  of  injuftice  to 
the  religion  of  the  gofpel,  by  giv¬ 
ing  improper  or  defedtive,  views  of 
its  morality,  of  its  peculiar  doc¬ 
trines,  and  of  the  characters  of  its 
founder,  and  his  apoftles.  From 
the  manner  in  which  he  condudts 
his  iioftility,  he  does  not  prove 
himfelf  to  be  a  very  formidable 
antagonift. 

44  Chriftian  Philofophy,  or  an 
Attempt  to  difplay  the  Evidence  and 
Excellence  of  revealed  Religion ; 
by  Viceftmus  Knox,  D.  D.”  in  % 
Vols.  is  a  work  which  the  well 
known  talents  of  the  author  led  us 
to  open  with  confiderable  ex¬ 
peditions  ;  but  which  the  perufai 
hath  moft  grievouily  difappointed. 
Abandoning  the  firong  ground 
which  the  mqft  venerable  and  judR 
cions  .advocates  for  Chriftianity 
have  fo  well  maintained,  that  of 
hiftorical  teftimony  ;  and  even  un- 
.  dermining  it  (for  he  is  willing  feri- 
oufly  to  make  the  concefilon  that 
Chriftianity  is  riot  founded  on  ar¬ 
gument),  Dr.  Knox  refts  the  faith 
of  a  Chriftian  on  44  the  divine  irra¬ 
diation  of  the  holy  ghoft,  finning 
upon  and  giving  luftre  to  the  letter 
of  Revelation.”  Very  diftindt  is 
this  principle  from  the  doctrine 
of  divine  energy,  operating  on  the 
heart  of  a  virtuous  man,  to  alfift 
him  in  the  performance  of  his  duty ; 
as  it  fuppofes  the  belief  of  Chrifii- 
anitv  to  depend  on  an  immediate 
divine  impulfe.  This,  furely,  is 
myfticifm,  rather  than  philofophy  ; 
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find  tends  more  to  encourage  the 
jfneers  of  the  infidel,  or  the  vifionary 
conceits  of  the  fanatic,  than  to  fatis- 
fy  the  mind  of  the  fober  rational 
enquirer.  To  many  of  Dr.  Knox’s 
excellent  observations  on  the  prac¬ 
tical  influence  of  Chriftianity,  and 
to  the  vaft  weight  in  favour  of  its 
truth  which  that  influence  affords 
to  the  minds ;of  thofe  who  embrace 
it,  we  fubfcribe  with  ail  our  heart. 
We  are  alfo  proud  to  appeal  with 
him  to  that  branch  of  the  internal 
evidence  of  our  holy,  faith;  while 
at  "the.  fame  time  we  are  confident 
in  th,e  fuccefs  of  an  appeal  alfo  to 
human  reafon  and  human  learning 
in  its  defence,  although  “  the  infi¬ 
del  is  ever  ready  to  oppofe  wea¬ 
pons  from  the  fame  armoury.” 

Mr.  Clarke’s  “  Anfwer  to  the 
.t^ueftion,  why  are  you  a  Chrifti- 
an  ?”  originally  publi filed  at  Bof- 
lon,  in  New  England,  deferves  to 
be  recommended  to  young  perfons, 
as  a  v/ell  written  and  pleafing  ma¬ 
nual  of  the  leading  arguments  in 
favour  of  Chrifiianity.  The  au¬ 
thor  has  arranged  thefe  arguments 
under  the  heads  of  internal  evi¬ 
dence,  arifing  from  the  nature  of 
the  doCtrines  and  precepts  of 
Chriftianity ;  its  early  and  exten¬ 
di  ve  propagation  ;  the  completion  of 
prophecies  ;  and  the  character  and 
miracles  of  Chrift. 

„  Mr.  Malham’s  “  Word  for  the 
Bible ;  being  a  Serious  Reply  to  the 
Declarations  and  Affertions  of  the 
.Speculative  Delfts  and  practical 
Atheifts  of ^  modern  Times,  parti¬ 
cularly  the  Age  of  Reafon,  Part 
II.”  is  one  of  thofe  hafty  and  indi- 
gefted  productions,  which  do  no 
honour  to  the  talents  of  their  au¬ 
thors,  and  diflerve  the  caufe  they 
are  intended  to  fupport.  It  was 
written,  as  the  advertifement  ac¬ 
knowledges,  currente  calarno ,  in  lefs 
than  three  weeks.  Such  precipi- 
1796. 


tancy,  on  So  important  a  fubjdCl* 
and  in  reply  to  a  flirewd  and  po¬ 
pular,  although  a  grofs,  illiberal,  and 
difingenuoys^adverfary,  .cannot  ea- 
fily  be  excited.. 

Mr,  Winchefter’s  “  Defence  of 
Revelation,  in  ten  Letters  to 
Thomas  Paine ;  being  an  Anfwer 
to  the  iff  Part  of  the  Age  of  Rea¬ 
fon,”  was  fit'fl  pubiiihed  at  New 
York,  whence  it  came  firongly  re¬ 
commended  to  the  friends  of  reli¬ 
gion  in  this  country.  It  would  be 
injuftice  in  us  not  to  acknowledge 
that  it  is  deferving  of  confiderable 
praife,  as  a  calm,  comprehenfive, 
and  peripiquous  fummary  of  the 
arguments  and  fads  which  may  be 
reforted  to,  iq  irepefting  the  calum¬ 
nies*  6f  Paine. 

“  The  Age  of  Infidelity,  Part 
II.  in  Anfwer  to  the  Second  Part 
of  the  Age  of  Reafon,  &c.”  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  the  fame  pen  $pth  thq 
firff  part,  which  was  announced, in 
this  department  of  our  work  for  the 
year  1794.  It  difcovers  the  fame 
abilities,  and  Spirit;  and  the  fame 
impolicy  in  embarraffing  the  grand 
queltion,  by  the  introduction  of 
topics  which  relate  only  to  -  dis¬ 
putes  agitated  among  Chriitians, 
and  not  to  the  points  at  iftue  be¬ 
tween  Chriftians  and  infidels. 

The  “  Eftay  on  the  Originality 
and  Permanency  of  the  Biblical 
Hebrew,  with  an  Application  to 
the  leading  principle  of  a  modern 
Unbeliever,  who  denies  the  Exift- 
ence  of  any  written  Word  of  God, 
by  the  Rev.  Gerald  Fitzgerald, 
D,  D.  &c.  Profeflbr  of  Hebrew  in 
the  Univerfitv  of  Dublin,’’  is  high- 
ly  i  creditable  to  the  learning  and 
ingenuity  of  the  author.  Without 
either  adopting  or  rejecting  his 
opinions  refpeCting  the  origin  and 
permanency  of  the  Hebrew  lan¬ 
guage,  the  priority  and  permanen¬ 
cy  of  the  prefent  Hebrew  letters, 
M  .  or 
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or  the  antiquity  of  the  vowel  points, 
we  have  no  hefitation  in  pronounc¬ 
ing  him  completely  victorious  over 
his  opponent.  We  are  not  con¬ 
vinced,  however,  that  fuch  an  ex¬ 
penditure  of  talent  was  neceflary 
to  the  objeCt  which  the  worthy 
author  had  in  view. 

The  u  Apology  for  the  Bible,  in 
a  Series  of  Letters,  add  refled  to 
Thomas  Paine,  See.  by  R.  Wat- 
fon,  D.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Lord  Bifhop  of 
Landaff,  and  Regius  Profeflor  of 
Divinity  in  the  Univerfity  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,”  is  a  publication  for  which 
the  Chriftian  world  is  greatly  in¬ 
debted  to  the  worthy  prelate.  In 
his  attack  on  the  feriptures,  Mr. 
Paine  chofe  to  difclaim  all  appeal 
to  learning  and  antiquity,  and  en¬ 
gaged  to  fnew,  from  the  books 
themfelves,  that  they  are  entirely 
nn worthy  of  credit.  Dr.  Watfon, 
refrainibg  to  avail  himfelf  of  that 
ilrong  collateral  teflimony,  the 
value  of  which  his  opponent  was 
incapable  of  appreciating,  meets 
him  on  his  own  ground  ;  and,  as 
far  as  it  was  poflible  to  arrange  his 
mifcellaneouS  and  confufed  ob- 
jeClions  in  any  regular  order,  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  the  feparate  difeufiion  of 
them  in  a  feries  of  ten  letters. 
In  peruflng  them,  the  reader  mull 
be  ftruck  with  the  liberal,  candid,, 
and  gentlemanly  fpirit  which  per¬ 
vades  the  whole ;  while  he  will 
find  numerous  opportunities  of  ad¬ 
miring  the  judicious  and  happy 
manner  in  which  the  bifhop  em¬ 
ploys  his  extenfive  and  well  known 
acquaintance  with  literature  and 
feience,  and  his  acknowledged  lo¬ 
gical  acumen,  in  a  pleafmg  and  po¬ 
pular  defence  of  the  Jetyifh  and 
Chriftian  Scriptures.  We  cannot 
too  ftrongly  recommend  them,  as 
moft  admirably  adapted  to  coun¬ 
teract  the  injurious  effects  which 
he  treadle  they  are  deftgned  to  an- 


fwer  was  calculated  to  produce  on 
ignorant  and  uninformed  minds. 

The  publications  entitled  u  The 
Biftiop  of  LandafF’s  Apology  for 
the  Bible,  examined,  &c.by  A.  Mac- 
leod,”  and  “  Thomas  Paine  vindi¬ 
cated,  &c.  by  a  Beift,”  by  no  means 
abound  with  argument ;  nor  do 
they  appear  to  have  been  dictated 
by  that  candour  and  ferioufnefs, 
which  we  confider  to  be  infepa- 
rable  ifom  the  proper  love  of 
truth. 

Mr.  Hollis,  in'  his  u  Sober  and 
Serious  Reafo ns  for  Scepticifm,  as 
it  concerns  revealed  Religion,”  is 
decorous  and  modeft  in  Bating  the 
difficulties  which  have  operated  fo 
powerfully  upon  his  mind,  as  to 
induce  him  to  renounce  his  be¬ 
lief  in  Revelation.  Thefe  are, 
chiefly,  the  feripture  doCtrine  con¬ 
cerning  the  future  puniftiment  of 
the  wicked,  which  he  conceives  to 
announce  everlafting  mifery  to  be 
the  deftination  of  the  great  mafs  of 
human  beings  ;  the  extermination 
of  the  Canaanites  ;  and  the  impro¬ 
bability  of  the  deity’s  ever  break¬ 
ing  in  upon  the  eftablifhed  order 
of  nature  by  miraculous  interpo- 
fitions.  Our  readers  will  perceive 
that  there  is  nothing  new  in  Mr* 
Hollis’s  difficulties  ;  and  may  pro¬ 
bably  be  of  opinion  that  they  re* 
quire  no  new  folution. 

Mr.  Williams’s  “  Reafons  for 
Faith  in  revealed  Religion,  oppofed 
to  Mr.  Hollis’s  Reafons  for  Scep¬ 
ticifm,”' contain  an  ingenious,  can¬ 
did,  and  difpaflionate  reply  to  the 
arguments  adduced  by  the  lafl: 
named  writer ;  and  aifo  proofs  m 
favour  of  the  Chriftian  Revelation 
drawn  from  the  character  of  Chrift, 
and  the  hiftory  and  prefent  ftate  of 
the  Jew's.  Thofe  readers,  how¬ 
ever,  who  do  not  concur  with  Mr, 
Williams  in  embracing  the  com¬ 
monly  received  opinions^  will  con- 
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tefld,  that  he  has  maintained  feme 
points  which  might  be  abandoned 
with  advantage  to  the  caufe  for 
which  he  is  an  advocate. 

Such,  likewife,  will  be  their  ver- 
diX  on  Mr.  Trebec.k’s  “  Letter  to 
John  Hollis,  Efql^&c.”  which,  as  a 
methodical  and  argumentative  pro- 
duXion,  is  inferior  to  the  laft  men¬ 
tioned  article.  The  author  is  zeal¬ 
ous  in  the  caufe  which  he  efpoufes, 
without  difplaying  illiberality,  or 
bad  temper. 

Mr.  John  Jones’s  Defence  of 
the  Mofaic,  or  revealed  Religion, 
proving  the  Authenticity  of  the 
Pentateuch,  the  Confiftency  of 
Mcfes’s  Defcription,  with  the  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  Nat  viral  Philofophy  now 
current,  and  the  Truth  of  Scrip¬ 
ture  Chronology,”  although  lingu¬ 
lar  and  uncouth  in  point  of  com¬ 
petition  and  language,  contains 
many  pertinent  and  valuable  ob¬ 
servations,  which  merit  the  confi- 
deration  of  philofophical  infidels. 

Mr.  Cogan’s  u  Reflexions  on 
the  Evidences  of  Chriftianity,”  fo 
far  as  his  plan  permitted  him  to 
enter  into  the  conti  overfy  with  the 
enemies  of  Revelation,  are  inge¬ 
nious  and  weighty  ;  and  fuccefs- 
fully  expofe  the  methods  in  which 
attacks  are  commonly  conduXed 
againft  the  credit  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  writings. 

“  Deifm  traced  to  one  of  its 
principal  Sources,  or  the  Corrup¬ 
tion  of  Chriftianity  the  grand 
Caufe  of  Infidelity,  See.  by  J. 
Coward,”  is  a  publication  diftin,- 
guifhed  by  good  fenfe,  moderation, 
and  feripufnefs.  To  the  author’s 
leading  pofition  we  fubferibe  with¬ 
out  hefitation  ;  as  alfo  will  num¬ 
bers  of  Chriftians,  who  hold  for 
truths  doXrine  which  he  deems  to 
be  antifcriptural.  His  intention  is 
highly  to  be  commended ;  and  on 
the  ferious  thinking  deift  it  is  Jike- 
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ly  to  produce  a  better  impreffion, 
than  a  laboured  defence  of  any 
fyftematic  theology. 

Mr.  Evans’s  “  Prefervative  a- 
gainft  the  Infidelity  and  Unchari- 
tablenefs  of  the  eighteenth  Century, 
&c,”  was  written  as  a  fequei  to  his 
“  Sketch  of  the  Denominations  of 
the  Chriflian  World,”  which  we 
introduced  to  our  readers  in  our 
laft  volume,  in  terms  of  commen¬ 
dation.  Its  tendency  is  equally  libe¬ 
ral  and  catholic  ;  and  it  prefents 
to  the  juvenile  reader  a  plead ng  and 
ufefnl  colleXion  ot  the  fentiments 
of  numerous  eminent  men,  of  dif¬ 
ferent  denominations,  and  of  dif¬ 
ferent  religious  opinions,  which 
forcibly  concur  in  recommending 
a  fpirit  of  candour  and  unanimity 
among  Chriftians.  To  the  whole 
is  prefixed,  an  ingenious  and  fea-. 
fonable  effay  on  the  right  of  pri¬ 
vate  judgment  in  matter  of  re¬ 
ligion. 

Dr.  Prieftley’s  “  Obfervations  oft 
the  Incrtafe  of  Infidelity,”  were 
oiiginally  publifhed  at  Northum¬ 
berland,  in  America,  and  are  well 
calculated  to  promote  the  interefts 
of  that  faith  for  which,  while  in 
his  native  country,  he  pleaded  fo 
ably  in  his  “  I-aftitutes  of  Reli¬ 
gion”,  his  “  Letters  to  a  philofo¬ 
phical  Unbeliever,”  and  his  “  Dif- 
courfes  on  the  Evidences  of  re.- 
vealed  Religion.”  They  ill  u  ft  rate, 
with  that  piainnefs  and  fimplicity 
which  diftinguifli  the  author’s 
writings,  many  of  the  caufes  which, 
independently  of  the  evidences  of 
Revelation,  contribute  to  increafe 
the  number  of  real  or  praXical  un¬ 
believers  ;  evince  the  fuperiority 
which  the  Chriftian  poffeffes  over 
the  infidel,  with  refpeX  to  his  mo¬ 
tives  and  encouragements  to  moral 
conduX  ;  offer  excellent  advice  on 
the  fubjeX  of  the  behaviour  of 
Chriftians  towards  Unbelievers ;  and 
M  2  afford 


f i So]  DOM  E'S'T  I  C  t 

afford  condolatory  reflexions  to  thofe 
who  are  alarmed  at  the  prelent  af- 
peX  of  the  religious  world.  We  re¬ 
commend  the  perufal  of  them  to 
Chriftians  of  all  denominations  and 
opinions. 

The  objeX  of  the  44  Conftdera- 
tions  on  the  Univerfality  and  Uni¬ 
formity  of  the  Theocracy,  by  a 
Layman  of  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  ”  is  to  prove,  that  not  only 
Jews  andChriftians  are  indebted  to 
divine  Revelation  for  their  religious 
fentiments,  but  all  the  wife  men 
in  the  pagan  world ;  who  either 
derived  from  Noah,  or  immediate 
fupernatural  communications,  the 
knowledge  and  belief  of  one  God, 
the  creator  and  prefer ver  pf  the 
univerfe,  and  of  a  future  Rate  of 
rewards  and  punilhments,  This 
opinion  the  author  endeavours  to 
juftify,  by  various  teffimonies,  an* 
cient  and  modern  ;  the  writings  off 
the  Jewilh  prophets;  and  the  am 
t-hority  of  Chrilb  and ,'his;  apoftles. 
His  readers  muff  judge  how  far  he 
has  fucceeded  in  his  defgn.  * 

]*  44  The  Rife  of  Mahomet*  ac¬ 
counted  for  on  natural  and  civil 
Principles,  by  the  late  Nathan  Al- 
cock,  M.  D.”  is  a  fenfible  and  well 
written  .pamphlet.-  The.  view  which 
it  afford S;  of  thexaufes-  which  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  reception  and  rapid 
.prog refs  of  the  doctrines  of  the 
prophet  of  Mecaa,npft0r  a  finking 
xontrali  to  the  cireufli fiances  under 
Lwhioh  -the  religion  of  Thrift  was 
propagated  ;  and  will,  imprefs  the 
'difpallionate  r  e  a  d  e p \v- i t h o  n  g  pre- 
fumptive  evidence  in  ffaypiir  of  tile 
.claims  of  the  latter  to  fqpernatural 
prigimand  fupport.  ;  :  \.  j 

•if  Mr.  Bering  on,  a  catholic-?  cler¬ 
gyman,  in  his  44;  Examination  of 
Events  termed  Miraculous,  as  re*- 
ported  in  Letters  from  Italy, ”T  with 
a  manly  Tpirit,  !|berality^  and  h?r 
:  c  on  tro  v  ertible,  ‘arguments, .expofejs 
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the  delufions  which  have*  -lately 
been  attempted  to  be  praXifed  ai 
Ancona,  Rome,  an.d  other  places 
in  the  papal  domains,  in  order  to 
excite  the  enthufiafm  of  the  popu¬ 
lace  in  defence  of  image  worftlipy 
and  the  other  religious  abufes  of 
the  court  of  Rome.  To  the  rational 
fupporters  of  Chriffianity,  catho¬ 
lic,  as  wefl  as  proteftant,  it  will 
give  pleafure,  as  affording  44  an  in- 
creafed  power  of  ConviXion  to  the 
miracles  of  primitive  .times,”  by 
d  i fc  r i  m i n  a  ri  tig  them  fr o  m  44  t he  fu  f- 
pici'ous  events,  or' the  bafe  alloy  of 
counterfeit  materials;”  r 

44  The  praXical,  Efficacy  of  the 
Unitarian  DoXrine  confidered,  in 
a  Series  of  Letters  to  the"  Rev.  An¬ 
drew  Fuller,  &e.  by  Jofliua-  TouL 
min,  D.  D.”  has  been  publifhed  in 
anfwer  to  file  illiberal  charges  a- 
gainft  Unitarians  in  Mr.  Fuller’s 
treatife  entitled  4‘  The  CalvinifUc 
and  Socinian  Syffeni  s'  examined  and 
compared,  as  to  their  moral  Tern 
dency,  &c.”  which  was  noticed  by 
us 'in  our  Regifter  for  the  year 
1793.  Inffead  of  returning  railing 
-for  railing,  our  author  enters  into 
a  difpaffionate  and  judicious  enqui¬ 
ry  intoplfe  influence, eff  the  princi* 
pies  which  he  defends ;  and  in  a 
flraiti  ,of  perfpicuous  and  folid  rea¬ 
ding*,.  intermixed  with  animated 
appeals  to  the  examples  of  home  of 
the  in  oft  eminent  and  worthy  cha- 
raXers  which  ,  have, .  adorned  our 
‘own  country  in.  later  times,  com¬ 
pletely  repels  the' attack  of  his  op¬ 
ponent.  The  fpirit  in  which  this 
performance  is  written  is  very  ho¬ 
nourable  tp(.the  author ;  and  is 
worthycP.f  Mr.  -FulRr’s  imitation, 
-when  h$  ..next  engages  in  religious 
controverfy.,,. 

c  Mr.  Igawtrey’s  “  . Particular  En¬ 
quiry  into  the  d)o.Xr,ine  of  an  eter¬ 
nal  Filiation, is  pub  limed  as  44  A 
the  Appeal;  to.  the.  Now 
Teftament, 
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Teftament,  in  proof  of  the  Divini¬ 
ty  of  the  Son  of  God,”  which  was 
announced  in  our  Regifter  for  the 
year  1794.  The  refult  of  it  is,  a 
denial  that  the  idea  intended  to  be 
conveyed  by  the  terms  eternal  filia¬ 
tion,  or  eternal  generation,  if  they 
can  be  faid  to  carry  with  them  any 
diftindt  and  precife  meaning,  is  in 
the  leaft  countenanced  by  the  fcrip- 
tures.  The  fen fe  which  he  gives 
to  the  exprelfion  in  the  Nicene 
Creed,  begotten  of.  the  father 
before  all  worlds,”  would  feem  to 
favour  of  hereby  ;  for  he  confftkrs 
the  exprefiion  to  refer  to  the  deter¬ 
mination  and  purpofe  of  the  divine 
mind.  The  author’s  orthodoxy, 
however,  will  not  admit  of  the  leafi 
queftiom 

Dr.  Robert  Wallace  Johnfon’s 
fc  Remarks  on  Religious  Opinions, 
and  their  Effects,  &x.”  are  publifhed 
jin  defence  of  the  middle  fenti- 
ment,  between  Atfianafianifm  and 
Socinianifm,  And  if  they  prefen  t 
nothing  neyv,  in  point  of  argu¬ 
ment,  to  thofe  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  controverfv,  they  will  be 
perufed  with  pleafure,  on  account 
pf  the  impartiality  they  difcover  in 
the  ftridtures  they  contain  on  the 
improper  practices  of  different  re- 
ligionifis,  and  the,  candid  pious 
fpirit  in  which  they  appear  to  have 
been  penned. 

Mr.  Love’s  u  Addrefies  to  the 
People  of  Otaheite,  defigned  toaflift 
the  Labour  of  Milfionaries,  and 
other  Inftrudlors  of  the  Ignorant,” 
appear  to  have  been  dictated  by 
the  purefl  and  moft  ardent  zeal  for 
the  interefts  of  Chriflianity,  but 
without  a  proportionate  fliare  of 
judgment.  For  the  author  ad vifes 
the  initiating  of  thefe  fimple  ifland- 
ers  into  the  myfteries  of  the  Cai- 
viniftic  Creed.  What !  before  they 
are  pofieifed  of  the  previous  know¬ 
ledge  that  can  enable  them  to  judge 


of  the  proofs  which  are  appealed 
to'  in  lupport  of  thefe  myfteries  ? 
The  plan  which  Mr.  Lov  e  recoin* 
mends*  in  thefe  addrefies,  on  the 
moft  favourable  conftru&ion,  is 
certainly  chargeable  with  that  in¬ 
congruity.  An  attempt  at  fuch  a 
procefs,  of  inftnnftion,  if  it  do  not 
produce  the  immediate  defeat  of  a 
miffion  which,  we  underfta*nd,  many 
well  meaning  perfons  have  ajftu* 
ally  engaged  in,  can  fucceed  only  in 
fubftituting  one  fpecies  of  ignorance 
for  another,  and  in  difleminating 
luperllition  inftead  of  the  rational 
ufeful  principles  of  the  Chriftian 
faith. 

Mr.  Swindell’s  publication  en? 
titled  “  Certain  Dodtrines  teaching 
certain  Duties  and  Devotions  ac¬ 
cording  to  Godlinefs,  in  three  Vo¬ 
lumes,  with  a  diftindt  Preface  to 
each,  afterting  the  Dignity  of  Rea^ 
ion  afiifted  by  the  Divinity  of  Re^ 
velation,”  confifts  of  a  variety  of 
practical  and  devotional  pieces,  in 
plain,  but  too  verbofe  language, 
which  appear  to  have  originated  in 
the  laudable  defire  of  inculcating 
fentiments  of  virtue  and  piety  on 
the  uninftrudted  among  the  lower 
dalles  of  fociety.  When  dodtrinal 
fubjedfs  occur,  the  author  agrees 
in  opinion  with  the  creed  of  our 
eftablifhed  church. 

Mr.  Bean’s  “  Family  Worfhip, 
a  Courfe  of  Morning  and  Evening 
Prayers  for  every  Day  in  the 
Month,”  deferves  to  be  recom¬ 
mended  as  a  pleafing  and  animated 
manual  of  devotion,  on  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  our  eftablilhed  fyftem  of 
faith.  It  is  diftinguiflied  by  a 
greater  variety  than  is  generally  to 
be  met  with  in  fuch  fpecies  of  com- 
pofitions ;  and  pofteftes  the  merit 
of  diredting  the  mind  to  practical 
topics,  while  it  excites  the  pious 
emotions. 

Mr.  Woolley’s  li  Prifon  Medita- 
M  3  pons, 
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tions,  compofed  while  in  Confine¬ 
ment  in  the  King’s  Bench  Prifon, 
in  the  Year  1795,”  are  ferious,  and 
praCfical,  and  may  be  read  with 
pleafure  and  improvement,  by  de¬ 
vout  Chriftians  whofe  fentiments 
are  what  are  called  orthodox. 

The  44  Advice  to  a  Young  Cler¬ 
gyman,  upon  his  entering  into 
Prieft’s  Orders,  in  Six  paftoral  Let¬ 
ters,  by  a  Divine  of  the  Church  of 
England,”  is  chiefly  employed  in  a 
warm  and  indifcriminate  panegyiic 
on  the  dodftrines,  the  ceremonies, 
the  liturgy,  and  the  difcipline  of 
the  church,  and  in  urging  an  im¬ 
plicit  attachment  and  obedience 
from  the  facred  obligations  of  the 
ordination  engagement.  Little  will 
be  found  in  thefe  letters  to  affift 
the  clerical  reader  in  the  choice  of 
proper  ftudies,  or  in  the  difcharge 
of  his  paftoral  fun&ions.  Thefe 
obje&s  would  feem  to  have  been 
matters  only  of  fecondary  confi- 
deration  in  the  eftimation  of  the 
author.  Dr.  Napleton’s  44  Advice 
to  a  Student  in  the  Univerfity,” 
which  we  announced  in  our  laft 
volume,  is,  we  had  almoft  faid  of 
tmlpeakable  merit,  when  contrafled 
with  this  anonymous  production. 

44  The  Declaration  of  George 
Wiche,  on  refigning  the  Office  of 
an  hired  Preacher,”  was  publiffied 
to  vindicate  the  author  from  all 
fufpicion  of  infidelity,  and  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  motives  which  induced 
him  to  quit  his  profeffional  fitua- 
tion.  The  principal  of  thefe  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  a  convi&ion, 
that  the  office  of  an  hired  preacher 
affords  ffrong  temptations  to  dif- 
hpnefty,  and  impofes  intolerable 
reffraints  in  the  inveftigatipn  and 
Communication  of  truth.  We  ho¬ 
nour  the  author  for  his  integrity, 
but  we  cannot  feel  the  force  of  the 
fcruplps  which  determined  his  cop- 
du<5L 


The  author  of  44  An  Enquiry 
into  the  fecond  Coming  of  our  Sa¬ 
viour,”  and  of  44  Further  Conlide- 
rations  on  the  fecond  Advent  of 
Chrift,”  undertakes  to  prove,  as 
well  from  Matthew  24,  and  iff. 
Cor.  15.  as  from  the  Revelation, 
that  the  promifed  kingdom  of  God 
is  not  yet  come;  that  the  Gofpei 
of  the  kingdom  was  not  intended 
to  be  preached  to  all  the  world, 
till  after  the  fecond  coming  of 
Chrift ;  that  the  end  of  the  world 
will  not  be  at  his  fecond  coming; 
that  this  fecond  advent  of  Chrift 
was  not  at  the  deftrudtion  of  Jeru- 
falem  ;  and  that  it  is  to  be  the 
eftablifhment  of  that  kingdom, 
which  Daniel  foretold  the  God  of 
heaven  would  fet  up.  Ch.  li.  and 
vii.  How  far  his  general  reafon- 
ings,  criticifms,  and  incidental  re¬ 
marks  are  valid  and  important,  we 
ftiall  leave  to  the  decifion  of  his 
readers ;  obferving  only,  that  in  His 
grand  conclusion  he  is  fupported 
by  able  commentators,  who  differ 
from  him,  and  from  each  other* 
with  refpeCt  to  the  circumftances 
that  are  to  precede  the  proper  efta¬ 
blifhment  of  the  Meffiah?s  kingdom 
©11  earth. 

The  fame  fubjeCf  has  been  treat¬ 
ed  more  fully,  and  fatisfaclorily, 
in  a  work,  in  2  vols.  entitled  44 II- 
luftrations  of  Prophecy ;  in  the 
pourfe  of  which  are  elucidated 
many  Predictions,  which  occur  in 
Ifaiah,  or  Daniel,  in  the  Writings 
of  the  Evangelifts,  or  the  Book  of 
Revelation;  and  which  are  thought 
to  foretell,  among  other  great 
Events,  a  Revolution  in  France,, 
favourable  to  the  Interefts  of  Man¬ 
kind,  the  Overthrow  of  the  Papal 
Power,  and  of  Ecdefiaftjcal  Ty¬ 
ranny,  the  Downfall  of  civil  Def- 
potifm,  and  the  Subfequent  Melio¬ 
ration  of  the  State  of  the  World.” 
This  work  is  evidently  the  refult 
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<sf  laborious  indudry,  and  much 
various  reading.  In  addition  to 
many  ingenious  original  obferva- 
tions  and  criticifms,  it  prefents  us 
with  a  large  collection  of  extracts, 
from  numerous  commentators,  fo¬ 
reign  as  well  as  domedic ;  many 
of  which,  in  the  combined  form 
which  the  author  has  given  them, 
and  as  applied  by  him  to  the  illu- 
ftration  of  particular  topics  which 
he  difcuffes,  will  appear  highly  in¬ 
tending  to  readers  of  very  dif¬ 
ferent  fenbments,  and  at  lead:  prove 
gratify  ng  to  the  curiofity  of  the 
mod  incredulous  with  refpeCt  to 
the  authenticity  of  the  prophetic 
writings.  The  author  appears  to 
have  undertaken  theie  illudrations, 
with  the  commendable  view  of 
adding  weight  to  the  evidences  of 
Chridianity,  and  of  drawing  fuch 
conclusions  from  the  predictions 
which  he  elucidates,  taken  in  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  prefent,  and  what 
he  confiders  to  be  the  approaching 
circumdances  of  the  world,  as  may 
prove  favourable  to  the  intereds  of 
virtue  and  of  liberty. 

Our  catalogue  of  the  collections 
of  Sermons  publidied  during  the 
year  1796,  commences  with  fuch 
as  are  pofthumous.  In  this  num¬ 
ber  we  find  a  volume  “  by  the  late 
Right  Rev.  John  Hinchcliffe,  D.D. 
LordBifhop  of  Peterborough.”  The 
greater  part  of  thefe  difeourfes  were 
compofed  with  the  dedgn  of  coun¬ 
teracting  the  impreffions  produced 
on  fome  thinking,  but  uninformed 
minds,  by  fceptical  writers ;  and  the 
red  are  directed  to  guard  the  well 
difpofed  againd  that  religious  in¬ 
difference,  which  feldom  fails  of 
producing  effeCts  mod  fatal  to 
the  intereds  of  virtue.  For  thefe 
purpofes  they  are  well  adapted,  as 
they  are  didinguidied  by  that  man¬ 
ly  fenfe,  perfpicuous  reafoning,  and 
furious  fpirit,  which  judly  entitled 
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the  worthy  prelate  to  the  praife  of 
being  a  judicious  and  ufeful  popular 
preacher ;  and  they  are  written  in 
chade,  fimpie,  and  pieafmg  lan¬ 
guage. 

The  “  Sermons  on  feveral  Evan¬ 
gelical  and  practical  Subjects,  by 
the  late  Rev.  and  learned  Samuel 
Morton  Savage,  D.  D.”  are  judly 
faid  by  the  editor  in  his  preface  to 
be  “  diftinguidied  by  good  fenfe, 
perfpicuity,  precifion,  and  accura¬ 
cy.”  They  are  compofed,  after 
the  praCtice  of  the  old  divinity 
fchool,  in  divifions  and  fubdivi- 
dons  ;  which,  if  not  carried  to  ex- 
cefs,  poffeffes  confiderable  advan¬ 
tages,  in  point  of  utility,  over  the 
immethodical  and  unconnected 
forms  which  modern  tade  affeCts. 
When  any  conteded  theological 
topics  occur  in  them,  Dr.  Savage’s 
fentiments  are  orthodox,  but  with¬ 
out  bigotry  ;  and  the  practical  pur-, 
pofes  to  which  they  are  applied, 
appear  to  have  been  his  principal 
objeCt  in  introducing  them.  Three 
of  thefe  fermons  were  publidied  in 
his  life  time ;  and  the  red  have 
been  faithfully  taken  from  copies 
prepared  for  the  prefs  by  the  au¬ 
thor,  or  under  his  immediate  di¬ 
rection.  To  the  whole  is  prefixed 
a  well  written  biographical  (ketch, 
by  Dr.  Jodiua  Toulmin;  from 
which  the  reader  will  learn  that 
Dr.  Savage  poffeffed  confiderable 
literarv  acquirements,  which  re¬ 
commended  him  to  the  divinity 
chair  in  the  diffenting  academy  for¬ 
merly  fiouridiing  at  Hoxton,  where 
he  had  for  his  “  colleagues  in  other 
branches  of  feienee,  Dr.  Kippis 
and  Dr.  Rees,” 

The  volume  of  “  Sermons  on 
various  Subjects,  by  the  late  Rev. 
Thomas  Toller,”  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  two  new  difeourfes,  is  a 
republication  of  fuch  as  were  print¬ 
ed  feparately  by  the  author*  and 
M  4  ■'  met 
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met  with  a  favourable  reception 
from  the  public.  They  are  liow 
colledted  by  his  fon,  out  of  refpedt. 
to  his  father’s  memorv.'  and  to  af- 
ford  gratification  to  thofe  who  were 
acquainted  with  his  excellent  cha¬ 
racter,  by  putting  them  in  poffef- 
fion  of  fuch  a  u  memorial  of  his 
pious  labours.”  They  are  fenfi- 
bie,  ferious,  and  pradlica) ;  and  are 
cloathed  in  eorredt  and  pleafing 
language. 

The  “  Sermons  by  James  Gil- 
lefpie,  D.  D.  late  Principal  of  St. 
Mary’s  College,  in  the  Univeriity 
of  St.  Andrew’s,  publifbed  from 
the  Author’s  Manuscripts  by  George 
Hill,  D.  D.”  in  their  conftrudlion 
and  phrafeology  approach  more 
nearly  to  the  models  of  the  puri¬ 
tanical  writers  of  the  laft  century, 
than  to  thofe  elegant  productions 
of  modern  times,  from  which  di¬ 
vines  both  in  north  and  fouth  Bri¬ 
tain  have  derived  confiderable  re¬ 
putation.  On  that  account,  how¬ 
ever,  they  will  prove  the  more  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  certain  dalles  of  read¬ 
ers,  as  well  as  from  the  uniform 
agreement  of  their  theology  with 
the  fyftem  of  opinions  eftablifhed 
in  the  Scottish  church.  They  do 
not  appear  to  have  been  the  refult 
of  much  ftudy,  and  are  employed 
on  common  pulpit  topics. 

Mr.  Veyfie,  in  his  “  Dodtrine  of 
the  Atonement  illullrated  and  de¬ 
fended,  in  eight  Simmons,  preached 
before  the  Upiverfity  of  Oxford,  in 
the  Year  1795,”  at  the  Bampton 
ledure,  undertakes  to  refute  the  ar¬ 
guments  generally  adduced  to  prove 
that  the  fcriptures  afford  no  coun¬ 
tenance  to  fuch  an  opinion  ;  and 
thofe,  in  particular,  which  are  ad¬ 
vanced  by  Dr.  Prieftiey  in  his  Hif- 
torv  of  the  Corruptions  of  Chrifti- 
anhy.  In  purfu.ng  his  plan,  he 
quits  the  high  grounds  of  fatisfac- 
tion  to  divine  juiiice,  and  imputed 


righteoufnefs,  and  underffands  by 
the  atonement  of  the  Chriftian 
fcriptures,  reconciliation  with  God, 
which  the  death  of  Chrift  hath 
procured  for  the  believing  and  pe¬ 
nitent,  as  a  propitiatory  facrifice. 
That  this  is  the  dodlrine  of  the 
New  Teftament  he  maintains,  from 
the  facrifical  language  made  ufe  of 
in  defcribing  the  cffedts  refulting 
from  the  death  of  Chrift,  which, 
he  contends,  is  analogical,  and  not 
merely  figurative,  and  implies  a 
Correspondence,  in  nature  and  de- 
fign,  between  the  Jewifli  facrifices 
for  fin,  and  the  fhedding  of  the 
blood  of  Chrift.  Thefe  topics  em¬ 
ploy  a  confiderable  part  of  his  vo¬ 
lume  ;  the  remainder  is  devoted  to 
an  examination  of  Dr.  Prieftley’s 
Moral  Arguments  againft  the  Doc¬ 
trine,  and  the  practical  application 
of  it.  Thefe  fermons  juftly  entitle 
Mr.  Veyfie  to  the  praife  of  inge¬ 
nuity,  moderation,  and  candour, 
whatever  may  be  the  opinion  en¬ 
tertained  refpedling  his  fuccefs  in 
terminating  the  controverfy. 

Mr.  Gray’s  “  Sermons  on  the 
Principles  upon  which  the  Refor¬ 
mation  of  the  Church  of  England 
was  eftablifhed,”  preached  at  the 
fame  ledlure,  contain  a  learned,  in¬ 
genious,  and  elegant  defence  of  the 
eftablifhment  of  which  the  author 
is  a  member.  With  very  cautious 
and  reftridled  conceffions  on  the 
fubjedl  of  a  fuch  further  regula¬ 
tions,  as  fliall  be  proved  to  be 
clearly  expedient,  and  favourable 
to  the  advancement  of  Chriftiani- 
ty,”  Mr.  Gray  ftrenuoufly  con¬ 
tends  for  the  prefervation  of  things 
as  they  are ;  and  he  boldly  afferts, 
that  the  civil  magiftrate,  from  the 
relation  in  which  he  ftands  to  God, 
is<  under  facred  obligations  “  to 
accept  Chriftianitv,  to  eredt  it  with 
formal  ratification  and  public  in- 
ftitutions,  to  provide  for  its  mini- 

"fters 
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Iters  with  competent  maintenance, 
and  to  preserve  its  eftablifhment 
by  arrangements  adapted  to  its 
character1,  and  conliftent  with  the 
general  welfare  of  his  fubjetfs.” 
To  fuch  doctrine  it  is  not  every 
zealous  churchman  that  can  fub* 
ferine;  and  fectaries  will  pronounce 
it  to  be  untenable,  dogmatical,  and 
futile.  In  many  parts  of  .thefe 
difcourfes  the  author  difcovers  a 
commendable  fpirit  of  toleration 
and  liberality  ;  but  he  occafionally 
forgets  himfelf  fo  far  as  to  raii 
againif  thofe  who  attack  Chriftiani- 
ty,  and  what  he  deems  to  be  its 
fundamental  dodfrines,  and  to  in¬ 
fill  on  the  neeeflity  of  the  magi- 
flrates  infiidfing  on  them  civil  pe¬ 
nalties.  On  the  whole,  we  cannot 
fay  that  Mr.  Gray  has  brought  for¬ 
ward  any  new  matter  on  the  fub- 
edts  which  he  engaged  to  illuftrate, 
or  that  fuch  difcuiiion  was  called 
for  in  the  prefent  lituation  of  the 
religious  world. 

The  u  Sermons  by  George  Hill, 
D.  D.  See.  Principal  of  St.  Mary’s 
College  in  the  Univerfity  of  St. 
Andrew’s,  &c.”  attract  our  notice, 
:hiefly,  as  animated  and  popular 
larangues,  the  ftyle  of  which  is 
luent,  and  often  elegant,  but  not 
infrequently  debafed  by  grofs  pro- 
dncialifms.  Novelty  of  matter  the 
mthor  difclaims,  and  ineological 
rontroverfy  he  utterly  explodes. 
For  Dr.  Hill,  alfo,  is  for  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  things  as  they  are;  that 
s  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Tweed, 
fn  thefe  difcourfes  he  has  taken  fe- 
lulous  care  not  to  transgrefs  be¬ 
yond  the  limits  which  he  had  pre- 
cribed  to  himfelf.  But  in  fo  doing 
le  has  bound  himfelf  in  fetters  ; 
hrinking  back  from  that  lawful 
ind  proper  fcope,  which  would 
lave  enabled  him  to  dii'cufs  with 
greater  advantage  the  moral  topics 
>n  which  he  has  fixed,  and  fub- 
nitting  to  that  implicit  faith  which 
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muff  ever  prove  an  mfurmountable 
bar  to  the  progrefs  of  rational  en¬ 
quiry  and  ufe&il  knowledge. 

Sir  Adam  Gordon’s  “  Collection 
of  Sermons,  on  feveral  Subjects  and 
Occafions,  particularly  on  the  Fef- 
tivals  and  Fads  of  the  Church  of 
England,”  affords  abundant  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  piety  and  good  in¬ 
tentions  of  the  author,  and  of  hi» 
reverence  for  the  inftitutions  of  that 
church  of  which  he  is  a  minifler. 
Of  their  importance  and  excellence, 
as  pulpit  compofitions,  we  cannot 
fpeak  in  high  terms  ;  and  on  the 
policy  or  propriety  of  the  author’s 
widi  to  revive  a  religious  attention 
to  the  numerous  faints’  days  which 
crowd  our  calendar,  but  few  of  his 
readers  will  bedow  their  praife. 

Mr.  Draper’s  “  Twenty  Sermons 
on  various  Subjects,  preached  at 
Ail-hallows  in  the  Wall,”  are  re¬ 
commended  by  great  fimplicity  and 
neatnefs  of  language,  which  mud: 
have  rendered  them  impreflive  from 
the  pulpit,  and  which  cannot  fail 
to  pleafe  in  the  clofet.  And,  what 
is  more  to  their  praife,  the  fubjeCts 
on  which  they  treat  are  all  im¬ 
portant  and  ufeful ;  they  come 
home  to  men’s  bufinefs  and  bo- 
foins. 

Mr.  Cappe’s  “  Difcourfes  on  the 
Providence  and  Government  of 
God,”  are  judicious,  energetic,  and 
elegant  compofitions.  They  con¬ 
tain  a  concile  and  methodical  view 
of  the  arguments  which  may  be 
adduced  in  fupport  of  the  funda¬ 
mental  principles  of  natural  and 
revealed  religion,  interfperfed  with 
animated  devotional  fentiinents,  and 
weighty  practical  obfervations.  We 
warmly  recommend  the  perufal  of 
them  to  the  rational  believer,  and 
to  the  fober  fceptic. 

Mr.  Ireland,  in  his  66  Five  Dif¬ 
courfes,  containing  Arguments  for 
and  againft  the  Reception  of  Chri¬ 
stianity  by  the  ancient  Jews  and 

Greeks, 
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Greeks,  preached  at  Croydon,  in 
Surry,”  has  evinced  much  inge¬ 
nuity  and  originality  of  manner 
in  his  treatment  "of  a  fubjedt 
which  has  oiredtly,  or  in  direct¬ 
ly,  employed  the  pens  of  fome  of 
the  ableft  defenders  of  our  re¬ 
ligion.  The  contraft  which  he 
draws  between  the  motives  which 
led  the  Jews  and  Pagans,  refpe.c- 
rively,  to  the  rejection  of  Chriftia- 
nity,  and  the  ftronger  motives 
which  would  have  commanded 
their  belief,  had  they  not  been  in¬ 
fluenced  by  preconceived  errone¬ 
ous  opinions,  and  temporal  cons¬ 
iderations,  is  judicious  and  finking, 
and  merits  the  confideration  of 
thofe  who  confider  the  quefiion  to 
be  attended  with  much  difficulty. 
His  illuftrative  notes  bear  honourr 
able  teftimony  to  the  author’s  eru¬ 
dition,  and  to  the  attention  which 
he  has  bellowed  upon  his  fubjeCt. 
His  ftyle,  however,  is  too  fcho- 
laflic  for  a  popular  auditory. 

Dr.  Priettley’s  44  Difcourfes  re¬ 
lating  to  the  Evidences  of  revealed 
Religion,  delivered  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  1796,”  were  originally  pub- 
lifhed  in  that  city,  and  have  been 
reprinted  in  the  author’s  native 
country.  They  may  be  confidered 
as  fupplemental  to  thofe  which  he 
delivered  in  England,  juft  before 
he  quitted  it,  of  which  we  gave  an 
account  in  our  Regifter  for  the 
year  1794;  but  interfere  as  little 
as  poflible  with  the  former.  Of  the 
author’s  able,  candid,  and  diftin- 
terefted  efforts  to  maintain  the  credit 
of  divine  revelation,  to  remove 
the  doubts  of  the  ferious  enquirer, 
and  to  expofe  the  farcafms  of  the 
f neering  fceptic,  they  afford  ample 
and  fatisfadlory  proof;  and  entitle 
him  to  the  thanks  of  every  believ¬ 
er.  The  fubjeCts  of  them  are,  the 
importance  of  religion  ;  a  view’  of 
the  heathen  worfhip ;  the  excel¬ 
lence  of  the  Mofaic  inftitutions ; 


the  principles  of  the  heathen  philc- 
fophy  compared  with  thofe  of  Re¬ 
velation  ;  the  evidence  of  the  Mo¬ 
faic  and  Chriftian  religion ;  the 
proof  of  revealed  religion  from 
prophecy ;  internal  evidence  of 
Jefus  being  no  impoftor;  and  the 
moral  influence  of  Chriftian  prin¬ 
ciples. 

Dr.  Auchinclofs’s  three  Ser¬ 
mons  entitled  44  The  Sophiftry  of 
the  1  ft.  Part  of  Mr.  Paine’s  Age  of 
Reafon,  or  a  rational  Vindication 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures  as  a  pofttive 
Peveiation  from  God,  See.”  have 
few  pretenftons  to  p'raife  as  argu¬ 
mentative,  liberal  p^ogluCrions,  or 
in  point  of  compofititfm 

The  44  Three  Sermons  inferibed 
to  the  Friends  of  Peace,  Reafon, 
and  Revelation,  by  a  Clergyman 
of  the  Church  of  England,”  abound 
in  too  much  tinfei  rhetoric,  and 
extravagant  rant,  to  plpafe  the  fe^ 
rious  and  judicious.  In  loyalty, 
according  to  the  modern  fenfe  of 
the  phrafe,  the  author  is  by  no 
means  deficient :  but  that  quality 
outftrips  his  liberality  and  can¬ 
dour. 

Mr.  Fleet’s  44  Four  Sermons,  on 
public  Oecafions,’’  exclufive  of  the 
firft,  which  celebrates  the  memory 
of  the  founder  of  King’s  College, 
Cambridge,  are  chiefly  of  a  politic 
cal  complexion,  and  are  intended 
to  combat  the  popular  principles 
refpeCting  the  origin  of  fociety  and 
government,  which  are  rapidly 
spreading  throughout  Europe.  In 
this  caufe  our  author  is  a  fluent 
deplaimer. 

In  our  Regifter  for  the  year 
1791,  we  announced  to  our  readers 
a  volume  of  *4  Sermons  by  Robert 
Walker,  Senior  Minifter  of  Ca- 
nongate,  Edinburgh.”  Since  that 
notice  the  author  has  publiflied 
three  additional  volumes,  which  we 
have  not  feen,  but  which  we  are 
informed  partakp  of  ftmilaj:  merits. 
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in  point  of  matter  and  compofition, 
with  the  preceding. 

Among  the  few  {ingle  fermons 
and  epilcopal  charges  of  the  year 
which  our  limits  will  permit  us  to 
notice,  is  one  “  Preached  before  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in 
the  Abbey  Church,  Weftminfter, 
March  9,  1796,”  on  the  day  ap¬ 
pointed  for  a  general  fad,  by  Wil¬ 
liam  lord  bilhop  of  Exeter.  One 
objetft  of  this  difcourfe  is  to  vindi¬ 
cate  Chriftianity  from  the  mifre- 
prefentation  of  thofe  who  contend, 
that  it  is  hoftile  to  civil  liberty, 
and  true  political  equality.  Of  the 
manner  in  which  this  part  of  his 
lordfhip’s  plan  is  executed,  it  would 
be  unjuft  were  we  not  to  fpeak  in 
terms  of  approbation.  But  the 
right  rev.  prelate  is  not  fatisfied 
with  fuftaining  the  character  of  an 
advocate ;  he  muft  become  an  ag- 
greftor  in  his  turn.  In  this  cha¬ 
racter,  French  apoftacy,  and  French 
republicanifm,  and  thofe  who  op- 
pofe  the  meafures  of  government, 
and  plead  for  reformation  at  home, 
are  the  fubje£ts  of  his  fevere  ani- 
madverfion.  The  introduction  of 
fuch  topics  could  tend  only  to  ex¬ 
cite  the  refentful  and  malignant 
paffions,  and  muft  ill  accord  with 
the  fentiments  which  ought  to 
poflefs  the  mind  on  a  day  of  na¬ 
tional  humiliation. 

Dr.  Holmes’s  “  Sermon  preached 
before  the  Honourable  Houfe  of 
Commons,  at  the  Church  of  St. 
Margaret,  Weftminfter,”  on  the 
fame  day,  as  far  as  it  is  theologi¬ 
cal,  contains  an  ingenious  com¬ 
ment  on  the  parable  of  the  unfruit¬ 
ful  fig-tree,  and  an  orthodox  ap¬ 
plication  of  it  to  the  circumftances 
of  individuals  and  communities  in 
the  prefent  age.  But  the  author 
chofe  that  it  ftiould  be  political 
like  wife  ;  and  has  made  ufe  of  fuch 
pointed  and  acrimonious  expref- 


fions,  in  charging  the  legiflature 
of  the  French  nation  with  atheifm 
and  libertinifm,  as  were  highly  un¬ 
becoming  the  occafion  on  which 
4t  was  delivered. 

The  “  Sermon  preached  in  th* 
Wreft  Church,  Aberdeen,”  on  the 
fame  day,  by  Dr.  Brown,  principal 
of  Marifhal  College,  inculcates 
truths  and  principles  excellently 
adapted  to  the  proper  defign  of  the 
meeting.  In  a  nervous,  pleafing 
ftvle,  the  author  delineates  the  na¬ 
tural  efiecfts  of  religion  on  the  ha[- 
pinefs  gf  nations  as  well  as  indi¬ 
viduals  ;  and  very  forcibly  recom¬ 
mends  the  practice  of  what  the 
hiftory  of  the  world,  and  divine 
Revelation  unite  in  alluring  us, 
fliall  be  followed  by  the  protection 
and  favour  of  providence.  We 
recommend  it  as  a  proper  model 
for  faft  day  difeourfes. 

u  The  Charge  of  Samuel  Lord 
Bifliop  of  Rochefter,  to  the  Clergy 
of  his  Diocefe,  delivered  at  his 
primary  Vifitation,  in  the  Year 
1796,”  contains  many  gloomy 
forebodings  of  the  evils,  which,  in 
his  apprehenfion,  threaten  the 
church,  in  thefe  perilous  times, 
when  the  clergy  «  have  to  encoun¬ 
ter  a  malignant  averfion,  of  fome 
part  of  the  people  to  every  thino- 
that  carries  the  name  of  religion^ 
arifing  from  that  ferocious  impa¬ 
tience  of  reftraint,  and  thofe  mad 
notions  of  liberty,  which  the  fiend 
of  French  democracy,  the  moft 
wicked  hateful  fiend  which  provi¬ 
dence  has  ever  made  the  inftru- 
ment  of  its  wrath  upon  guilty  na¬ 
tions,  hath  within  the  laft  fix  years, 
fpread  throughout  Europe.”  Un¬ 
der  thefe  circumftances  he  wifhes 
to  prepare  their  minds  for  the 
worft  ;  and  inculcates  the  necefftty 
of  their  uniting  in  their  chara&ers 
the  policy  of  the  ferpent  with  the 
harmlefthefs  of  the  dove.  For  this 

purpofe, 
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purpofe,  ,  he  ftrenuoufiy  recom- 
nsends  to  them  a  circumipedt  con¬ 
duct  ;  the  diligent  purfuit  of  learn¬ 
ing  and  fcience,  as  the  belt  fubfli- 
tutes  for  that  infpiration.  which  ac¬ 
companied  the  firlt  preachers  of 
Chnltianity ;  the  implicit  refigna- 
tion  of  their,  underffandings  to  the 
authority  of  the  written  word  ;  and 
an  attention  to  the  Intereft  of  their 
order  ;  which  he  accompanies  with 
an  explanation  of  the  nature  and 
provihons  of  the  late  Curate  Act. 
With  this  advice  his  lordfhip  in¬ 
termixes  feme  remarks  on  meta- 
phyfical  learning,  natural  religion, 
and  the  origin  of  all  religion  from 
Revelation,-  which  numbers  of  his 
’brethren  of  the  clergy,  equally  or¬ 
thodox  with  himfeif,  will  by  no 
means  fubferibe  ;  and  lamentations 
over  the  deftrnction  of  the  64  au- 
ruft  monarchy  and  venerable 

O  - 

church  eftabli  fitment”  of  France, 
which  fame  of  the  moil  zealous 
advocates  for  the  Britilli  conftjtu- 
tion,  and  our  national  church  efta- 
Mifhment,  will  be  at  a  lofs-  to  re¬ 
concile  with  truly  Englifh  and  pro- 
teftant  principles. 

Of  a  very  different  complexion 
is  44  The  Primary  Charge  of  Wil- 
Mam  Newcome,  D.  D.  Archbifliop 
of  Armagh.”  This  truly  excellent 
publication  is  not  employed  in  ex¬ 
citing  or  confirming  party  preju¬ 
dices,  or  in  propagating  theologi¬ 
cal  or  political  whims,  but  in  call¬ 
ing  the  attention  of  the  clergy  to 
44  a  very  important  and  much. neg¬ 
lected  parf  of  the  paftoral  care,” 
that  of  44  occ-afional  and  private 
inflrudiion.”  After  premifing  that 
it  had  b£en  the  intention  of  arch- 
bifhop  Seeker,  to  have  committed 
his  thoughts  on  this  fubjedt  to 
writing,  that  he  might  leave  behind 
him  fome  admonitions  concerning 
it,  to  be  added  to  his  inftructive 


charges,  our  author,  with  great 
modefly,  expreffes  his  wifh  to  fup- 
ply,  44  what  the  occupations  and 
infirmities  of  that  mo  ft  eminent 
prelate  did  not  permit  him  to  un¬ 
dertake.”  This  object  he  has  pur- 
fued,  by  pointing  out  the  qualifi¬ 
cations  for  the  duty  which  he  re-r 
commends ;  the  opportunities  for 
private  inflruCfion,  which  arife 
from  the  ordinary  conrfe  of  the 
clerical  duty,  and  thofe  which  ac¬ 
cidentally  offer  themfelves ;  and 
the  manner  oi*  accommodating  in- 
ffruCfion  to  different  deferiptions 
of  perfons.  On  each  of  thefe  topics 
the  archbifhpp’s  charge  is  diftin- 
gui  filed  by  that  good  fenfe,  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  world,  and  ardent 
zeal  for  the  interefts  of  practical 
religion,  which  eminently  qualified 
him  for  his  high  ifation  in  the 
Irifli  church.  His.  fly le  and  lan¬ 
guage,  alfo,  are  admirably  adapted 
to  the  fubjeCl,  and  to  the  occafion, 
To  his  own  hints  doClor  Newcome 
has  added  fome  appofite  pafiages 
from  the  pail  oral  care  of  bifhop 
Burnet,  whom  he  pronounces  44  an 
incomparable  prelate  ;  equally  con- 
fpicuous  for  his  knowledge,  his 
labours,  and  his  piety.”  Such 
characters  are  rare.  Our  readers., 
neverthelefs,  will  not  be  at  a  lofs 
in  determining,  to  whom  in  mo¬ 
dern  times  they  may  without  Mat¬ 
tery  apply  that  concife  and  beauti¬ 
ful  eu  login  m. 

To  the  fingle  difeourfes  already 
mentioned,  publifhed  during  the 
year  3796,  we  might  add  a  num¬ 
ber  of  others,  on  fubjeCts  relative 
to  the  evidences  of  Chriftianity,  or 
to  contefted  points  of  doClrine  or 
difeipline,  which  are  not  unwor¬ 
thy  of  diftindt  notice  :  but  their 
in  lemon  would  occupy  more  room 
than  we  have  to  fpare. 

The 
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The  next  publications  which 
rail  for  our  attention*  belong  to 
;he  head  of  Philofopby  and  Ethics; 

In  this  department  the  Englifh 
reader  is  introduced  to  the  thre- 
[hold  of  that  nfew  fyftem  of  fpecu- 
lative  philofopby,  which',  as  we 
have  announced  -in  former  volumes 
of  our  work*  has  acquired-  nume-*- 
rous  profeiytes'  among  the  German 
metaphyficiaftsl  Mr.  F.  A.  Nitfch, 
formerly  leCturer  in  the  royal  Fri- 
derician  College,  at  Koniglherg.  is 
the  gentleman  who  has-  underta¬ 
ken  to  explain  the  principles  of 
that  philofophy  in  this  country; 
and  in  purfuance  of  that  deiigii 
has  publifhed  u  A  General  and 
Introductory  View  -fo'#;  Frofelfor 
Kiant’s  Principles  concerning 
the  *  World,  ■  and  the  Deity,  iu  b- 
naitted  to  the  C 6 nikiera  don:  of  the 
-Learned  A  This  work,  as  the  title 
imports,'  is-  •  preliminary:  Tnd 

intended  to  -enable  the  readers  -  to 
form  fome  judgment  of  what  they 
may  >expeCt  to  i  meet  '-with  ■  iti  the 
’dkudyhpf -the  profefl&r-S  foritiiiga, 
and  to  initiate  them  into  the  termfe 
-of; his  technical  language^  For  this 
purpofe  the  author  has  adopted  the 
following  plan.  >  In  the  fidt  place, 
he  prefents  us. with  an  examination 
■of  that  feries  of  pbiiofophioal  opi¬ 
nions  which  gave  rife  to  tlie-Kan- 
tean  fyftem  ;  in  which'  lie  particu- 
Ha'rizes  the  various  and  contradk- 
ftOryi notions  which  have  been  en¬ 
tertained  refpeCtirvg  the  nature  of 
(.thdsfe  fubftances  of  'Which  the 
eWorld  is  compofed ;  the  bounds  of 
trbefluniverfo  y  the  firft  came  of  ail 
;.thaC.exifts;i  the  nature  of  the  per¬ 
cipient  principle  ;  and  the-  free- 
-:dom’  of(  the  human  "will.  Mr. 
dNfitfch’s  next  objeCt  is  to  inform 
us  of  ifne  manner  in  which  pro- 
felTor  K-ant  conducted  his  enquiry, 
fo  as  to  avoid  the  refpeCiiive  errors 
of  preceding Ophifofophers,  -and  to 


I  T  Is  R-A  f  U  R  E.  [1B9] 

afceVtain  u  what  can  be  known  by 
ma’n,  or  what  is  the  extent  of  hu¬ 
man  knowledge  in  general.”  To 
iiluitrate  this  method,  our  author 
fubmits  to  us  a  fummary  of  the 
leading  "principles  of  this  new  phi¬ 
lofopby,  in  numerous  general  pro- 
pofitions,  referving  the  arguments 
by  which  they  are  fupported  for 
future  publications.  In  the  laft 
place*  Mr.  Nitfch  endeavours  to 
obviate  ibme  objections  to  the 
iyftefo,  and  to  point  out  the  in¬ 
fluence  which  it  is  likely  to  have 
oh  fcience  in  general,  and  on  re¬ 
ligion  and  morals  in '  particular. 
Before  our  author’s  additional  pub¬ 
lications  appear, ! or  we  are  inlro- 
duoed  through  other  channels  to  a 
foofe-  intihiate’;  acquaintance  with 
the  works  of  our  German  profef- 
•for,  k  wo-hl-d  be  highly  improper 
$n>  usko  pronounce  a  deciifive  opi- 
Moh’rdfpeCfing  the  trutb  'and  im- 
pd  Mi  lice  :<bf  his  principles.'1  At 
prefent,  they  appear 7 to.  be  inf ol- 
•ved  in  mbch  bbfclirityi*  both  bf 
Ifoeas-  and  language,  which,  it  is 
ptifii.ble*  farther  light  may  tend  to 
remove.; '  -  2' 

*•  i  -  Mr;  -  Caleb  •  Pit  t’s 1  u  EBay  on1  tire 
iP-hiiofophy  of  Chrijlianity,  Part 
-I.  containing  preliminary ‘Difqiiili- 
-tions-on  Power,  and' Human  ‘Pre- 
forenee,”  is  the  production  of  & 
nt:w  advocate  for  the  doCtrine  of 
phiiofophkal  neceffity.  It  is  in¬ 
troductory  to  a  work  which  the 
authdr  appears  to- have  undertake^ 
from  the  molt  commendable  mo¬ 
tive,  that  of  harmonizing  the  chief 
diiqordatices  refpeCting  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  feripture,  which  have 
obtained  among  profeflants,  and 
which  he  conceives  to  have  ori¬ 
ginated  in  the  hypothecs  of  philo- 
fophical  liberty,  and  tracks  of 
thought  corifonant  with  that  hypo¬ 
thecs.  In  thefe  difquifitions  oil 
power  and  human  preference,  we 

cannot 
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cannot  fay  that  the  philofophical 
reader  will  meet  with  any  material 
arguments  with  which  he  is  not 
already  acquainted,  or  that  he  will 
not  occafionally  meet  with  expla¬ 
nations  and  illuftrations  that  are 
needlefsly  tedious  and  trifling.  At 
the  fame  time,  we  muft  do  the  au¬ 
thor  the  juftice  to  acknowledge, 
that  he  entertains  a  clear  concep¬ 
tion  of  the  dodtrine  for  which  he 
pleads,  and  that  his  manner  of  de¬ 
fending  it,  in  general,  is  perfpicu- 
ous,  and  ingenious. 

The  next  article  that  we  have 
to  introduce,  which  belongs  part¬ 
ly  to  the  head  of  Ethics,  and  part¬ 
ly  to  that  of  Legiflation,  is  a  work 
Angularly  interefting  to  curiofity, 
and  fupplies  us  with  a  vaft  fund  of 
information  refpedting  the  opinions 
and  cuftoms  of  the  natives  of  India. 
It  is  entitled  u  Inftitutes  of  Hindu 
Law  ;  or,  the  Ordinances  of  Menu, 
according  to  the  Glofs  of  Culluca, 
comprizing  the  Indian  Syftem  of 
Duties,  Religious  and  Civil :  ver¬ 
bally  tranflated  from  the  Original 
Sanfcrit ;  with  a  Preface,  by  Sir 
William  Jones. ”  Thefe  Inftitutes, 
which  in  the  opinion  of  the  learn¬ 
ed  tranflator  muft  have  received 
their  prefent  form  about  eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty  years  before  the 
birth  of  Chrift,  are  an  authentic 
fummary  of  thofe  ancient  ufages, 
and  eftabliftied  rules  of  conduct 
among  the  Hindus,  which  they 
firmly  believe  to  have  been  pro- 
mulged  in  the  beginning  of  time, 
by  Menu,  the  foil  or  grand fon  of 
Brahma.*  By  adopting  the  elegant 
words  of  fir  William  Jones,  to¬ 
wards  the  conclufion  of  his  pre¬ 
face,  we  fliall  convey  to  our  rea¬ 
ders  the  moil  juft  and  accurate 
idea  of  their  general  character. 
<l  The  work,”  fays  he,  “  now  pre- 
Xented  to  the  European  world,  con¬ 
tains  abundance  of  curious  matter 


extremely  interefting  both  to  fpe* 
dilative  lawyers  and  antiquaries* 
with  many  beauties  which  need 
not  be  pointed  out,  and  with  many 
blemifhes  which  cannot  be  jufti* 
fied  or  palliated.  It  is  a  fyftem  of 
defpotifm  and  prieftcraft,  both  in¬ 
deed  limited  by  law,  but  artfully 
confpiring  to  give  mutual  fupport, 
though  with  -mutual  checks  ;  it  is 
filled  with  ftrange  conceits  in  me- 
taphyfics  and  natural  philofophy, 
with  idle  fuperftitions,  and  with  a 
fcheme  of  theology  moft  obfcure* 
ly  figurative,  and  confequently  lia¬ 
ble  to  dangerous  mifconception ; 
it  abounds  with  minute  and  child- 
ifh  formalities,  with  ceremonies 
generally  abfurd  and  often  ridicu¬ 
lous  ;  the  punifhments  are  partial 
and  fanciful  ;  for  forne  crimes* 
dreadfully  cruel,  for  others,  repre<- 
henfibly  flight ;  and  the  very  mo¬ 
rals,  though  rigid  enough  on  the 
whole,  are  in  one  or  two  inftances 
(as  in  the  cafe  of  light  oaths,  and 
of  pious  perjury)  unaccountably 
relaxed  :  neverthelefs,  a  fpirit  cxf 
fubiime  devotion,  of  benevolence 
to  mankind,  and  of  amiable  ten- 
dernefs  to  all  fentient  creatures, 
pervades  the  work  ;  the  ftyle  of  it 
has  a  certain  auftere  majefty,  that 
founds  like  the  language  of  legis¬ 
lation,  and  extorts  a  refpedtful 
awe  j  the  fentiments  of  indepen¬ 
dence  on  all  beings  but  God,  and 
the  harfii  admonitions,  even  to 
kings,  are  truly  noble  ;  and  the 
many  panegyrics  on  the  Gavatrl, 
the  mother,  as  it  is  called*  of  the 
V&da,  prove  the  author  to  have 
adorned  (not  the  vifible  material 
fun,  but)  that  divine  and  incon> 
parably  greater  light,  to  ufe  the 
words  of  the  moft  venerable .  text 
in  the  Indian  Scripture,  u  which 
illumines  all,  delights  all,  from 
which  all  proceed,  to  which  all 
muft  return,  and  which  alone  can 
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rradiate  (not  our  vifual  organs 
nerely,  but  our  fouls  and)  our  in- 
elle&s.” 

The  44  Enquiry  into  the  Foun- 
lation  and  Hiftory  of  the  Law  of 
Nations  in  Europe,  from  the  Time 
>f  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  to  the 
Age  of  Grotius,  by  Robert  Ward 
3f  the  Inner  Temple,  Efq.  in  a 
Vols.”  is  a  work  on  which  the' 
author  has  bellowed  conhderable 
induftry  and  ingenuity.  By  the 
Law  of  Nations,  Mr,  Ward  un- 
derftands  the  law  of  nature,  united 
with  the  moral  fyftem  engrafted 
upon  revealed  religion.  After 
having  endeavoured  in  a  feries  of 
chapters  to  illuftrate  his  definition, 
to  eftablifh  the  foundation  on  which 
it  is  built,  and  to  point  out  the 
different  clafTes  of .  nations  upon 
whom  it  is  obligatory ;  he  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  give  a  chronological  ac¬ 
count  of  this  law,  as  it  has  been 
©bferved  in  Europe ;  of  the  ftrange 
ideas  that  were  formerly  entertainr 
ed  of  it;  of  the  gradual  changes 
which  took  place  in  thofe  ideas ; 
together  with  the  improvements 
which  were  given  to  them,  fo  as 
to  elevate  this  law  into  the  rank 
of  the  fciences.  Mr.  Ward  after¬ 
wards  employs  himfelf  in  pointing 
out  the  influence  of  the  feudal 
law,  of  Chriftianity,  and  ecclefiaf- 
tical  eftabliihments,  of  chivalry, 
of  treaties  and  conventions,  and  of 
the  rank  and  claims  of  the  nations 
©f  Europe,  upon  the  law  of  na¬ 
tions  ;  and  concludes  with  its 
hiftory  to  the  period  mentioned  in 
the  title-page.  From  the  peru fai 
of  this  work  we  have  received 
much  pleafnre  and  entertainment, 
tiotwithftanding  that  we  found  our- 
felves  frequently  obliged  to  differ 
widelv  in  opinion  from  the  author. 
If  the  definition  of  the  law  of  na¬ 
tions  for  which  he  contends  be 
juft,  thofe  who  do  not  enjoy  the 
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advantages  of  Revelation,  are  ex¬ 
cluded  from  its  benefits ;  and  it 
will  follow,  likewife^  we  fear,  that 
there  is  not  a  nation  in  Europe  but 
what  has  retired  from  its  obedi¬ 
ence.  The  events  which  have 
lately  taken  place  on  the  conti¬ 
nent,  particularly  in  the  inftance 
of  Poland,  juftify  us  in  entertain¬ 
ing  this  apprehenfion  ;  and  lead  us 
to  conclude,  that  the  expreflion  4  law 
of  nations/  like  the  expreflion  4  ba¬ 
lance  of  power/  will  foon  become 
a  very  convertible  phrafe,  con¬ 
venient  in  the  harangues  of  ftatef- 
men,  but  nugatory,  if  not  detri¬ 
mental,  in  its  application  to  poli¬ 
tical  praCHce. 

The  work  entitled  44  Principles 
of  Legiflation,  by  Charles  Michell, 
of  Forcett,  Efq.”  is  the  produ&iom 
of  a  well  informed  and  able  wri¬ 
ter,  who,  with  great  temper  and 
ingenuity,  controverts  the  funda¬ 
mental  maxims  on  which  the  french 
conftitutron  is  ereCled,  and  endea¬ 
vours  to  eftablifh  the  fuperiority 
of  the  monarchical  over  the  repub¬ 
lican  form  of  government.  1$. 
purfuing  his  plan  he  prefents  us 
with  difcuflions  on  a  variety  of  po¬ 
litical  topics,  in  two  books,  Tub- 
divided  into  eighteen  chapters  j 
which  terminate  in  an  enquiry  into 
the  foundation  of  the  Britifh  con- 
ftitution,  and  into  the  caufes  of  that 
danger  which,  in  the  authors  ap¬ 
prehenfion,  threatens  the  exiftence 
of  what  is  be  ft  calculated  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  fabric  of  liberty  hi  this 
country.  Thefe  chapters  are  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  great  body  of  illuftrsK 
tive  notes,  and  an  Appendix,  conr 
taming  remarks  on  fubjeCfs  in  po¬ 
litical  economy.  During  our  pe- 
rufal  of  this  work,  we  met  with 
many  juft  and  important  obferva- 
tions,  on  the  faience  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  collateral  fubjeCls,  placed 
in  a  ft  rang  light,,  which  are  worthy 
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the  ferious  confi deration  of  poli¬ 
tical  writers  of  all  parties  and  opi¬ 
nions.  But  the  author  has  not  been 
able  entirely  to  divert  himfelf  of 
party  prejudices  ;  and  has  partaken 
in  that  political  alarm  which  the 
advocates  for  things  as  they  are 
have  fo  in  du  Brio  ally  propagated 
in  this  country.  Owing  to  thefe 
eircurhrtances  he  has  introduced 
>nuc'h  9nto  his  work,  that  will  be 
difputed  by  many  of  the  advocates 
for  libertv  :  we  mean  Britifh  liber- 
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ty,  as  it  exifts  in  the  genuine  prin¬ 
ciples  of  our  conrtitution.  They 
will 'particularly  except  to  what  he 
has  written  on  the  fubjefl  of  equal 
rights,  religion,  the  law  of  primo¬ 
geniture,  a  Handing  army,  and  the 
extertt  of  the  power  that  ou'ght  to 
be  intruded  to  the  crown  ;  which, 
they  will  contend,  is  rhore  fa¬ 
vourable  to  the  eftablifhment*  of 
defpotifm,  than  well  regulated  fre'e- 
dorrf.  • 

Mr.  Angus  Macaulay’s  freatife 
entitled  “  Rudiments  of  Political 
Science,  Part  the  Firff,  containing 
Elementary  Principles,  with  an 
Appendix,  ”  is  the  irttrbdndtory 
part  of  a  work  in  which  he  pro- 
pofes  to  examine  the  charafters  of 
the  different  forms  of  government 
which  have  fubfifted  in  the  world, 
in  order  to  deduce  fuch  conclu¬ 
sions  as  flial l  ferve  to  detefl  politi¬ 
cal  error,  and  eftablifh  the  truth 
of  that  theory  which  may  prove 
tnoH  favourable  to  the  happinefs 
of  mankind.  The  volume  before 
us  is  divided  into  feven  chapters. 
In  the  fi'rft  two  the  author  chiefly 
employs  himfelf  in  proving  the 
necefktv  of  fome  kind  of  civil 
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government,  for  the  good  order 
and  comfort,  of  fociety ;  and  in 
refuting  the  reprefentations  of 
xloftor  Robertfon,  refpetrting  the 
facial  union  which  ’obtained  amongr 
'the  American  tribes  independently 
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of  any  kind  of  civil  government* 
RofTeau’s  romantic  theoryx>f  a  Hate 
of  nature,  and  dodfor  \  Adam 
Smith’s,  relative'to  the  prOgrefs  of 
human  fociety.  In  the  following 
chapters,  which  are  fubdivided  into 
numerous  fedtions,.  Mr.  Macaulay 
treats  of  the  ends  of  civil  govern¬ 
ment  ;•  its  right,  which  he  derives 
from  the  confent  of  the  governed.'; 
political  refiftance  ;  the  difference 
between  forms' of  governments  and 
confutations*!;  the:  importance  of 
developing  the*  diftindt  cbara&ers 
of  governments  ;  and  .on  a  variety 
of  other  fubjedts,  which  inciden¬ 
tally  arife  in  the  courfe  of  his  dif- 
cuflions.  The  Appendix  confifts 
of  interefting  and  curious  hiftori- 
cal  elucidations  of  the  author’s  rea- 
fonings,  and  clarifications  of  forms 
of  government  taken  from  Plata, 
•Socrates,  and  Ariftatle.  On  the 
whole,  Mr.  Macaulay’s  Rudiments 
afford  abundant  evidence  of  ex- 
tenfive  reading,  cool  diferimina- 
tion,  and.  Liberal  views  of  things* 
which  entitle  'him. to  a  refpeflable 
rank  among  our  writers  on  politi¬ 
cal'  fcience.  ■  His  ftyle  and  lan¬ 
guage,  likewife,  are  perfpieuous 
and  correct.  . 

The  author  of  ’Hf  The  Origin  of 
Duty  and  Right  in  Man  confider- 
ed,”  maintains  that,  right  in  man. 
is  fubordinate  to  duty  ;  that  he  has 
a  fphere  of  action  aligned  him,  in 
which,  if  he  faithfully  and  univete 
fally  obferve  -his  rule  of  duty,  he  i# 
entitled  to  his  right  ;  and  that  “  the 
objedf  of  government  is  to -produce 
the  difeharge  of  tbofe  duties  in 
each,  which  fhall  enfure  to  all  the 
enjoyment  of  what  they  denomi¬ 
nate  their  natural  right.  Thefe 
duties,”  he  adds,  «  forming  a  part 
of  that  abfolute  and  indefeafible 
obligation  with  which  man  is  born, 
each  man  brings  them  with  him 
into  focietv  ;  nor  can  any  artificial 
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or  incidental  circumftances  of  fo- 
cial  life  whatever,  exonerate  any 
one  from  that  condition,  to  obtain 
the  performance  of  which  in  ail, 
is  the  very  eflence  of  aflociation, 
the  immutable  purpofe  of  all  go¬ 
vernment,”  The  reader  will  per¬ 
ceive  that  there  is  not  any  novelty 
in  our  author’s  ideas,  and  will 
fearch  in  vain  in  his  treatife,  for 
any  determinate  and  explicit  de¬ 
finition  of  rights  and  duties  as  they 
are  connected  with  the  relation  of 
man  to  man  in  fociety. 

Dr.  Biflet’s  u  Sketch  of  Demo¬ 
cracy,”  is  introduced  by  fome  fen- 
•fible  and  well  written  obfervations 
on  the  value,  of  experience  in  all 
matters  of  human  fcience,  and  in 
the  practical  application  of  politi¬ 
cal  principles.  His  work  is  after¬ 
wards  divided  into  fifteen  chapters. 
In  the  firft  he  endeavours  to  ex¬ 
plode  the  popular  notion,  that  the 
.general  will  ought  to  be  the  rule 
of  government,  and  contends  for 
the  neceffity  of  what  he  calls  44  a 
government  of  check,  in  oppos¬ 
ition  to  the  uncontrolled  dominion 
of  any  individual,  fet  of  individu¬ 
als,  or  the  people  at  large.”  The 
remaining  part  of  this  fketch  is 
compofed  of  appeals  to  the  hiftory 
of  the  principal  governments  in 
Greece,  to  that  of  Rome,  and  in 
one  chapter  to  that  of  England,  in 
order  to  prove,  that  their  internal 
diforders  are  all  to  be  attributed 
„to  the  prevalence  of  the  democra¬ 
tic  fpirit,  and  that  for  their  fuccefs 
.and  glory  they  were  indebted  to 
the  mixture,  or  temporary  preva¬ 
lence  of  ariftocracy  in  their  refpec- 
tive  conftitutions.  In  treating  this 
fubjeCt  the  author  is  not  fparing 
of  indignant  declamation  againlt 
furious  ,and  ignorant  mobs,  and 
»defignmg  demagogues,  which  he 
.has  enriched  with  what  he  un- 
queftionably  deems  a  happy  and 
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feafonable  mixture  of  modern  po¬ 
litical  terms  and  phrafes.  But  his 
faCts  will  not  always  bear  him  out 
in  the  concluftons  which  he  de¬ 
duces  from  them;  neither  is  their 
connection  with  their  legitimate 
caufes  alwavs  traced  with  becom- 

j 

ing  impartiality. 

Mr.  Watkins’s  44  Reflections  on 
Government  in  general,  with  their 
Application  to  the  Britifh  Confli- 
tution,  in  Five  Se'CHons,”  conlti- 
tute  a  valuable  little  traCt,  replete 
with  juft  and  liberal  principles,  em 
forced  in  neat  and  pleafing  lan¬ 
guage.  The  titles  of  the  different 
feCtions  are  :  on  the  natural  equa¬ 
lity  of  man,  with  remarks  on  the; 
republican  and  monarchical  forms ; 
on  the  form  of  government,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  fecurity  of  liberty-;  on 
government,  relative  to  the  im¬ 
provement  of  the  people,  with  ob¬ 
fervations  on  reform  ;  on  govern¬ 
ment  relative  to  religion  ;  and  on 
government  relative  to  its  origin 
and  powers,  its  laws  and  organi¬ 
zation. 

44  The  Eflence  of  Algernon  Syd¬ 
ney’s  Work  on  Government,  Sc c. 
by  a  Student  in  the  Inner  Tem¬ 
ple,”  contains  a  judicious  abridg¬ 
ment  of  feveral  of  the  mod:  im¬ 
portant  feCtions  of  that  valua¬ 
ble  writer,  in  a  form  well  adapt¬ 
ed  for  circulation,  and  for  im¬ 
prefling  his  rational  and  ufeful  opi¬ 
nions. 

The  44  Defence  of  the  Pamphlet 
aferibed  to  John  Reeves,  Efq.  and 
entitled  4  Thoughts  on  the  Eng- 
lilli  Government,’  by  the  Rev.  J. 
Brand,  A.  M.”  is  an  ingenious  but 
highly  exceptionable  attempt  to 
fupport  and  difleminate  the  pernU 
cious  doCtrines  to  which  we  ad¬ 
verted  in  the  account  of  that 
pamphlet,  in  our  lad  volume* 
Their  only  tendency  is,  to  prepare 
the  unthinking  and  credulous  to 
N  fubmit 
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fubmit  to  the  trammels  of  defpo- 
tifov  ;  and  they  muff  be  execrated 
by  every  perfon  who  values  the 
Englifli  confHtution.  Such  was  the 
judgment  of  the  jury  by  whom 
the  author  was  tried  on  an  indict¬ 
ment  for  publilhing  a  libel  againit 
the  conilitution,  who  were  fo  li¬ 
beral  as  to  acquit  him  of  wicked- 
nefs  and  malignity  of  intention, 
while  they  feverely  condemned  his 
opinions. 

Other  defences  of  the“  Thoughts 
on  the  Englifh  Government,”  were 
publifhed,  chiefly  by  anonymous 
writers,  but  which  were  too  un¬ 
important  and  too  abfurd  to  be 
diliinCtly  noticed  by  us. 

,  6i  The  Politician’s  Creed,  being 
the  great  Outline  of  Political 
Science  from  the  Writings  of 
Montefquieu,  Hume,  Gibbon,  Pa- 
ley,  &c.  Vol.  II. V  is  the  continu¬ 
ation  of  a  work  which  was  an¬ 
nounced  by  us  in  our  Regifter  for 
the  year  1 794,  under  the  title  of 
The  Citizen,  being  the  great 
Outline,  &c.”  On  that  volume 
we  bellowed  a  c.onfiderable  fhare 
of  praife,  on  account  of  the  judg¬ 
ment  and  tafte  difeovered  in  its 
Compofition,  while  we  excepted 
againft  the  tendency  of  fome  of  the 
author’s  opinions.  The  prefent  vo¬ 
lume  is  not  diftinguifhed  by  equal 
marks  of  diligence  and  attention, 
in  the  feleClion  and  arrangement  of 
the  materials  of  which  it  confifts ; 
nor  by  a  proportionate  fhare  of 
originality.  It  is  compiled,  with 
very  few  additions,  or  notes,  al- 
mofl  verbatim,  from  the  works  of 
the  authors  mentioned  in  the  title- 
page,  and  treats  of  the  balance  of 
power ;  the  balance  of  trade ;  the 
jealoufy  of  trade ;  public  credit ; 
public  debts;  wars;  taxes;  the  di- 
vifiou  of  labour;  the  introduction 
of  money  ;  the  price  of  commodi¬ 
ties  ;  the  general  principle  of  trade  ^ 
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luxury ;  the  effect  of  liberty  on 
trade;  and  agriculture. 

The  “  TraCts  on  Political  and 
other  Subjects,  publifhed  at  vari¬ 
ous  Times,  by  Jofeph  Towers, 

LL.  D.  and  now  firft  collected 
together,  in  3  Vols.”  form  a  valua¬ 
ble  and  feafonable  republication  of 
a  variety  of  treatifes  employed,  not 
merely  on  temporary  politics,  but 
on  important  general  fubjeHs,  con¬ 
nected  with  the  fcience  of  govern¬ 
ment  and  legiflation.  Many  of 
them  have  been  fo  long  in  the 
pofTeffion  of  the  public,  in  their 
detached  Pate,  and  have  reflected 
fo  much  credit  on  the  abilities  and 
independent  fpirit  of  the  author, 
that  it  is  quite  unneceflary  to  enter 
into  an  enumeration  of  their  par¬ 
ticular  merits.  Their  general  cha- 
raCteriflics  are,  folid  fenfe,  juft 
fentiments,  accurate  and  popular 
reafoning,  perfpicuous  and  animat¬ 
ed  language,  and  an  uniform  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  great  princi¬ 
ples  of  civil  and  religious  liberty. 

Mr.  Brand’s  “  Hiftorical  EfTay 
on  the  Principles  of  Political  AfTo- 
ciations,  &c.”  is  a  laboured  piece  of 
fophiftry,  intended  to  vindicate  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  afTociation  in 
1 792,  and  its  affiliated  focieties,  and 
to  criminate  the"proceedings  of  the 
committee  of  the  Whig  Club,  ap¬ 
pointed  to  prepare  and  announce 
the  form  of  a  general  aflociation 
of  the  people,  for  the  repeal  of  the 
two  ftatutes,  bell  known  by  .the 
names  of  the  Grenville  and  Pitt 
ACts.  For  thefe  purpofes  it  in¬ 
culcates.,  more  than  obliquely,  the 
old  flavifh  doHrines  of  paffive 
obedience  and  non-reflftance,  and. 
pleads  for  the  continuance  of 
abufes,  by  exciting  alarms  againft 
every  attempt,  however  legal  and 
peaceable,  to  remove  oppreflions 
or  corruptions  which  have  been 
fan&ioned  by  a«5ts  of  the  legifla-  , 

ti^e. 


DOMESTIC  L 

lure,  however  haftily  they  may 
have  been  obtained  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  temporary  delufion.  For 
thefe  purpofes,  likewife,  it  abounds 
in  mifreprefentations  6 f,  or  falfe 
deductions  from  hiftorical  traniac- 
tions,  and  illiberal  and  unjuftifia- 
i>le  infinuations  againit  the  princi¬ 
pal  oppofers  of  the  meafures  of  the 
fcxifting  adminiftratiom 

Major  Cartwright,  in  his  treatife 
entitled  u  The  Conftitutional  De¬ 
fence  of  England,  internal  and  ex¬ 
ternal,”  propagates  very  oppofite 
opinions  from  thofe  advanced  in 
thelaft  mentioned  article.  Actuat¬ 
ed  by  a  zealous  attachment  to  the 
government  of  this  country  by 
king,  lords,  and  commons,  he  is 
anxious  to  preferve  each  branch  in 
the  pofteflion  of  its  proper  weight 
in  the  fcale  of  legiflation ;  and, 
therefore,  contends  very  ably  for 
the  reftoration  of  the  commons 
houfe  in  parliament,  to  its  contlitu- 
tional  purity  and  independence. 
His  arguments  on  this  fubjeCt  are 
thrown  into  the  form  of  an  ani¬ 
mated  fpeech,  intended  to  have 
been  fpoken  at  the  nomination  of 
candidates  for  the  county  of  Lin- 
'  coin,  and  are  illuftrated  by  appo- 
flte  appeals  to  undeniable  and  a- 
larming  fafts.  The  meafure  for 
which  he  pleads  would,  in  his  opi¬ 
nion,  and  we  may  add  in  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  belt  informed  ftatef- 
men,  effectually  preferve  the.  na¬ 
tion  from  any  internal  commotions. 
•To  his  fpeech  he  has  fubjoined  a 
fenfible  letter  on  the  necelfity  of 
arming  the  nation  at  large,  on  the 
plan  of  the  ancient  militia  project¬ 
ed  by  Alfred;  which  would  prove 
equally  effedual  in  defeating  any 
attempt  at  an  invafion  of  thefe 
kingdoms. 

Mr.  Longley’s  “  Eftay  towards 
forming  a  more  complete  Repre¬ 
sentation  of  the  Commons  of  Great 
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Britain,”  is  a  temperate  and  well 
written  production,  in  which  the 
author  adduces  a  variety  of  faCts 
and  arguments  to  prove  the  necef- 
fity  of  a  political  reform.  The 
plan  which  he  recommends  with 
refpeCt  to  reprefentation  is,  that 
the  number  of  perfons  chofen 
fhould  be  fix  hundred  ;  that  they 
fhould  receive  payment  from  the 
public  for  their  daily  attendance; 
that  they  fhould  be  eleCted  for  two 
years ;  and  that  the  body  of  electors 
fliould  be  compofed  of  ail  the  heads 
of  families. 

The  44  Letters  to  William  Pa- 
ley,  M.  A.  Archdeacon  of  Car- 
lifle,  on  his  Objections  to  a^Re- 
form  in  the  Reprefentation  or  the 
Commons,,  and  on  his  Apology  for 
the  Influence  of  the  Crown  in  Par¬ 
liament,  being  Strictures  on  the 
Effay  on  the  Britifh  Conftitution 
in  his  Principles  of  moral  and  po¬ 
litical  Philofophy,”  are  four  in 
number,  and  form  hi  very  valuable 
and  important  publication.  11  hey 
difplay  much  fterling  fenfe  and  juft 
reflection,  ail  accurate  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  the  Britifh  conftitufioiv 
and  a  warm  fpirit  of  genuine  pa- 
triotifm  ;  and  abound  in  nervous 
arguments,  delivered  in  energetic 
and  pointed,  although  temperate 
language.  In  the  firft  letter  the 
author  ably  expofes  the  departure 
which  hath  taken  place  in  the  con- 
ftitution  of  parliament  from  an¬ 
cient  rules,  refpeCting  the  mode  of 
choofing  reprefentatives,  the  con- 
troul  of  the  electors  over  the  elect¬ 
ed,  the  refponfibility  of  the  latter, 
and  the  term  of  their  fitting;  and 
points  out  the  practicability  and 
neceffity  of  fpeedilv  recurring  to 
firft  principles.  In  the  feconcl  let¬ 
ter  he.  re  fates  Mr,  Paley’s  objection, 
that  no  new  fcheme  promifes  to 
colleCt  together  more  wifdom,  or 
produce  firmer  integrity,  than, that 
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at  prefent' followed ;  and  maintains 
the  neceffity  of  an  identity  of  in- 
tereds  between  the  representatives 
and  the  represented.  *The  third 
and  fourth  letters  are  employed  in 
a  fnccefsful  attack  on  ME  Paley’s 
apology  for  the  influence  of  the 
crown  in  parliament,  as  niece  flary 
to  the  exidence  of  the  monarchy, 
if  not  of  the  monarch  himfelf.  In 
an  Appendix,  the  author  has  cited 
fome  important  authorities  in  con¬ 
firmation  of  his  arguments.  We 
recommend  the  ferious  perufal  of 
thefe  letters  to  the  admirers  of 
Archdeacon  Palev,  (and  who  are 
not  his  admirers?)  in  order  to  coun¬ 
teract  the  influence  which  his  name 
and  reputation  may  give  to  opini¬ 
ons,  which  are  blemifhes  of  the 
-firft  magnitude  in  his  excellent  and 
popular  work. 

The  44  FaCts  Addrefled  at  the  fe¬ 
rious  Attention  of  the  People  of 
Great  Britain,  refpe&ing  the  Ex¬ 
pence  of  the  War,  and  the  State  of 
the  national  Debt,  by  William 
Morgan,  F.  R.  S.”  conflitute  a  very 
interefling  and  important  publica¬ 
tion.  It  may  be  confidered,  in 
fome  meafure,  as  a  continuation  of 
his  44  Supplement  to  his  Review  of 
Dr.  Price's  Writings  on  the  Fi¬ 
nances  of  Great  Britain, ”  announc¬ 
ed  in  our  laid  volume;  and  its  ob¬ 
ject  in  the  fame,  viz.  to  fix  the 
reflections  of  his  readers  on  fome 
alarming  circum fiances  in  our  fi¬ 
nancial  filiation,  which,  if  not 
fpeedily  altered,  mud  plunge  the 
country  into  the  abyfs  of  bank¬ 
ruptcy  and  ruin.  The  chief  of 
thefe  are,  the  enormous  expences 
of  the  firfl  four  years  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  war,  which  have  been  two 
thirds  greater  than  thofe  of  the 
mod  extravagant  war  in  which  this 
country  has  ever  been  engaged, 
and  are  uniformly  accelerating  in 
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every  department ;  the  ruinous 
.modes  of  obtaining  loans  adopted 
by  the  minider,  according  to  which 
44  the  profufion  in  borrowing  feems 
to  keep  pace  with  the  profufion  in 
expending the  vad  increafe  of 
the  national  debt,  in  confequence 
of  which  the  amount  of  the  an¬ 
nual  taxes,  even  in  peace,  mud 
nearly  equal  the  rental  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  according  to  its  datement  by 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  ; 
and  the  mifmanagement  of  the 
finking  fund.  On  thefe  fubjeCts 
he  appeals  to  indifpu table  docu¬ 
ments,  and  draws  from  them  fuch 
legitimate  conclufions  refpe&ing 
the  ruinous  confequences  of  pur- 
fuihg  our  prefent  fydem,  as  are 
diffident  to  make  every  perfon 
tremble  who  has  the  true  filtered 
of  his  country  at  heart. 

The  44  Enquiry  into  the  State 
of  the  Finances  of  Great  Britain, 
in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Morgan’s  Fa&s, 
by  Nicholas  Vanfittart,  Efq.”  is  in¬ 
tended  to  counteract  the  powerful 
impreflion  which  the  lad  mention¬ 
ed  publication  is  calculated  to  pro¬ 
duce  on  the  public  mind,  by 
roundly  denying,  or  artfully  con- 
tefting,  under  the  form  of  arith¬ 
metical  demondration,  the  princi¬ 
pal  points  on  which  Mr.  Morgan 
infids ;  by  expatiating  on  the  flou- 
rifliing  date  of  the  refources  of 
this  country,  and  the  exhaufted 
date  of  the  French  finances ;  and 
by  the  mod  unqualified  encomiums 
on  the  meafures  of  adminiftration, 
in  all  their  financial  operations. 
This  treatife  is  written  more  in  the 
fpirit  of  a  partifan,  than  of  a  difin- 
tereded  and  difpaffionate  inquirer 
into  the  a&ually  exiding  circum- 
dances. 

Mr.  Morgan  in  his  44  Additional 
Fa&s,  &c.”  has  ably  refuted  the 
objections  which  have  been  brought 
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againft  his  ftatcments  and  reafon- 
inas,  and  confirmed  them  bv  frefh 
and  moft  convincing  evidence. 

Mr.  Wood’s  “  Plan  for  the 
Payment  of  the  national  Debt,  and 
the  Reduction  of  the  Taxes  two 
Millions  per  Annum,”  originated, 
we  doubt  not,  in  a  pure  defire  to 
promote  li  the  general  interefts  and 
happinels  of  focietv  but  of  its 
wifdom  and  expediency  we  are  not 
fo  well  convinced  1  he  mode  of 
payment  which  he  wi flies  to  re¬ 
commend,  “  is  that  by  inftalments, 
of  a  certain  fum  for  a  certain 
number  of  years;  and  to  render  it 
intelligible  to  every  capacity,”  he 
has  “  calculated  three  tables,  all 
upon  one  principle,  and  only  dif¬ 
ferent  in  regard  to  the  times  and 
amount  to  be  difcnarged;  which 
would  be,  according  to  the  firft, 
fifty  millions  in  twelve  years  ;  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  fecond,  an  hundred 
millions  in  feventeen  years ;  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  third,  three  hundred 
millions  in  twenty  fix  years.  This 
is  to  be  effedled  by  ifluing  bills, 
under  the  fandtion  and  authority 
of  parliarhent ;  payable  at  fuch 
times  as  there  will  be  funds  fuf- 
ficient  for  their  difcharge,  as  per 
the  above  mentioned  tables;  which 
bills  fhall  not  bear  intereft  from 
government,  but  be  conftituted  a 
Jawful  tender  in  all  money  tranf- 
adlions  between  man  and  man.” 

The  author  of  “  An  original 
Syftem  of  Taxation,  or  general 
Contribution  by  way  of  Stamp 
Duty,  in  which  all  his  Majefly’s 
Subjedls  of  every  Defcription,  be¬ 
ing  under  the  Protection  of  the 
Laws  of  this  Realm,  are  required  to 
contribute  to  the  Exigencies  of  the 
State  in  fome  Proportion  to  their 
Rank  and  Situation  in  Life,  &c.” 
would  introduce  into  this  country 
invidious  badges  of  diftindtion, 
which  mu  ft  be  followed  by  the 
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moft  mifchievous  effects  on  the  in- 
tercourfe  of  men  with  each  other 
in  focietv.  For  his  plan  recom¬ 
mends  the  divifion  of  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  community,  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  age,  paupers  excepted,  into 
different  dalles ;  the  members  of 
each  to  wear  rings,  diftinguifhing 
the  clafs  to  which  they  belong,  and 
for  which  they  are  to  pay  a  llamp- 
duty  in  proportion  to  their  wealth 
or  rank. 

u  The  Decline  and  Fall  of  the 
Englifh  Syftem  of  Finance,  by 
Thomas  Paine,”  while  it  contains 
fome  juft  and  linking  obfervations 
on  the  ruinous  confequences  of  the 
funding  fyftem,  the  immenfe  and 
increaflng  circulation  of  paper  mo¬ 
ney,  and  the  myfterious  and  dan- 
gerous  connedlion  of  the  bank  of 

O 

England  with  the  government, 
adds  nothing  to  the  information 
which  we  have  received  on  thefe 
fubjedfs  from  writers  in  our  own 
country  ;  particularly  from  dodlor 
Price,  and  Mr.  Morgan.  Some  of 
the  ftatements  on  which  he  argues 
are  erroneous,  or  affumed  from  in- 
fuffident  data;  and  the  concluflons 
which  he  draws  from  them  mil  ft, 
confequently,  be  liable  to.  ftrong 
objedlions.  Put  the  general  conclu¬ 
sion  which  his  work  impreffes  on 
the  mind  of  the  reader,  viz.  that 
if  the  deftrudlive  meafures  for  in¬ 
creaflng  the  national  debt,  which 
have  of  late  years  been  followed, 
are  perfifted  in,  public  bankruptcy 
muft  be  the  ilfue,  and  at  no  very 
diftant  period,  we  confider  to  be  as 
incontrovertible  as  any  mathemati¬ 
cal  demonftration.  The  author’s 
predidlion  of  the  precife  period 
when  that  event  fit  all  take  place, 
is  meerly  fanciful;  as  is  his  ratio 
of  increment,  eftabliftied  as  he 
imagines  in  the  nature  of  things, 
on  which  that  predidlion  is  found¬ 
ed? 

N  3  Mr, 
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Mr.  Broome,  in  his  4i  Obferva- 
tions  on  Mr.  Paine’s  Pamphlet,  en¬ 
titled  the  Decline  and  Fall,  &c.” 
ably  eorre<ffe  fome  of  the  mi  state¬ 
ments  of  his  opponent,  refpedling 
the  nature  of  the  government  fe- 
curities  in  circulation,  and  the  pro¬ 
portion  between  the  quantity  of 
notes  iffued  by  the  bank  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  the  quantity  of  cadi,  in¬ 
gots,  and  other  valuable  affets, 
that  mud;  infure  the  iolvency  of 
that  inditurion.  He,  likewife,  en¬ 
deavours  to  oive  us  confoling  views 
of  our  financial  fituation,  and  of 
the  funding  fydem.  By.t  he  is  not 
thoroughly  fatisfied  with  the  date 
of  the  times.  He  condders  the 
nation,  from  the  accumulation  of 
the  public  debt,  to  be  inledted  by 
a  difeafe,  which  is  in  a  progreflive 
'date;  and  he  advifes  the  ufe  of 
fuch  remedies  as,  he  imagines,  will 
prevent  it  from  becoming  fatal. 
Among  others,  he  prefcribes  the 
commutation  of  tythes  by  a  modus, 
or  their  purchafe  from  lay  impro¬ 
priators,  and  the  framing  of  taxes 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  that  they  diall 
fall  entirely  upon  the  rich.  But  the 
mode  in  which  the  latter  objeH 
is  practicable,  he  does  not  point 
out. 

Mr.  Smith’s  44  Examination  of 
Mr.  Paine’s  Decline,  &c.”  is  alfo 
employed  in  combating  the  pod- 
don  s  of  the  latter,  particularly 
thofe  relative  to  the  dmilaritv  of 
the  paper  currency  of  this  country, 
with  that  of  France  and  America; 
and  in  expefxng  the  futility  of  his 
attempt  to  drake  that  bads  of  pub¬ 
lic  credit,  on  which  the  greatnefs 
and  profperity  *of  Britain  have 
been  ereded.  It  is  well  meant,  and 
not  defective  in  fbrewdnefs  of  re¬ 
mark  ;  but  of  its  higher  pretendons 
we  diall  leave  the  reader  to  form 
his  own  judgment. 

Lieutenant  -  colonel  Chalmers’ 


44  Stridlures”  on  the  fame  work, 
44  to  which  are  added  fome  Re* 
marks  on  War,  and  other  national 
Concerns,”  are  partly  intended  to 
controvert  the  bold  afTertions  and 
reafonings  of  the  Gaiio-American. 
champion,  by  adertions  equally 
free  and  unceremonious  with  thofe 
of  his  antagonift;  and  partly,  to 
urge  the  Britidi  government  to  a 
vigorous  perfeverance  in  the  war 
with  the  French  republic.  To  en¬ 
courage  them  in  the  expend ve 
conted,  he  points  out  feverai  fub- 
jeHs  of  taxation,  which,  he  con¬ 
ceives,  will  fupply  ample  and  un¬ 
objectionable  refources.  But  be¬ 
fore  he  can  render  them  fo,  he 
mud  infpire  the  great  and  rich 
with  what  he  acknowledges  to  be 
a  defideratum,  44  the  inclination  to 
place  taxation  on  fubftantial  means, 
fuited  to  the  ends.” 

Mr.  Dank  1  W akefield  in  his 44  Let¬ 
ter  to  Thomas  Paine,  in  Reply  to  his 
Decline  and  Fall,  &c.”  fo  far  as  he 
has  employed  himfelf  in  expofing 
the  hypothetical  and  fanciful  af- 
f limp  dons  in  the  treatife  againft 
which  he  writes,  has  managed  his 
fubjedt  with  tolerable  addrefs.  But 
in  drawing  the  pifture  of  the  adtual 
fituation  of  this  country,  he  has 
laid  himfelf  open  to  recrimination  ; 
for  he  contends,  that  the  Britifti 
fydem  of  finance  has  not  yet  at¬ 
tained  to  its  maturity,  and  that  the 
credit  and  refources  of  this  coun¬ 
try  are  at  prefent  in  as  flourifliing 
a  date  as  at  any  period  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  funding 
fydem. 

'  In  our  Regiders  for  the  years 

1786,  and  1788,  we  introduced  to 

our  readers  different  treatifes  by 

Mr.  Herenchwand,  on  fubje<ds  in 

political  economy,  which  were 

publi died  as  preliminary  diderta* 

tions  to  a  greater  work,  for  which 
o  .  .  •*-  . 

he  was  preparing  materials 


DOMESTIC  L 

\ 

thofe  volumes  we  bellowed  con¬ 
siderable  praife  on  the  intentions  of 
the  author,  and  on  his  talents ; 
while  we  freely  cenfured  what  ap¬ 
peared  to  us  to  merit  cenfure  in 
his  mode  of  conducting  his  plan. 
During  the  prefent  year  he  has 
publifhed  two  parts  out  of  three 
of  his  grand  work,  under  the  title 
u  De  l'Eccnopnie  politique  et  mo¬ 
rale  de  l’Efpece  Humaine,”  or 
44  On  the  political  and  moral  Eco¬ 
nomy  of  Mankind,”  in  2  volumes. 
The  fir#  volume  is  employed  in 
inveftigating  the  true  nature  of 
man,  by  proving,  under  a  variety  of 
proportions,  that  animals  are  in¬ 
variable,  but  men  infinitely  varia¬ 
ble  in  the  mode  of  their  exigence; 
that  the  neceffities  of  animals  are 
provided  for  dire&ly,  but  thofe  of 
men  only  indireCUv  ;  that  animals 
ufe  things  without,  but  men  with 
the  comprehenlion  of  their  na¬ 
ture  ;  that  animals  are  imperfec- 
tible,  but  men  perfectible  without 
end  ;  that  animals  being  imperftCt- 
ly  organized,  were  formed  tor  their 
dellination  in  a  way  the  oppofite 
to  that  by  which  man  was  formed 
for  his  deftinv  ;  that  animals  were 
placed  on  the  earth  for  others,  but 
that  man  was  placed  here  for  him- 
felf  alone  ;  that  human  focieties  are 
fufceptible  of  different  degrees  of 
improvement ;  that,  according  to 
the  natural  order  of  the  earth,  the 
human  fpecies  is  capable  of  deve¬ 
loping  its  own  poffible  intelligence, 
in  a  very  high  degree ;  and  that 
there  is  a  political  economy  for  a- 
people  of  cultivators.  On  thefe 
topics  the  author  is  needlefsiy  dif 
fufe,  and  tedious,  and  frequently  la¬ 
bours  to  prove  what  is  incontrover¬ 
tible.  In  the  fecond  volume  Mr. 
Herenciiwand  treats,  of  the  nature 
of  a  political  economy  of  a  nation 
of  cultivators ;  the  adlive  princi¬ 
ple  of  political  economy  of  a  na~ 
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tion  of  cultivators ;  the  precious.- 
metals  confideied  in  their  relation, 
to  the  moral  and  pliy fical  order  of 
the  earth  ;  the  circulation  of  the 
precious  metals,  according  to  the 
political  economy  of  a  nation  of 
cultivators  ;  the  application  of  the 
precious  metals  to  develope  the 
profperity  of  a  nation  of  cultiva¬ 
tors  ;  external  commerce;  public 
banks  ot  circulation ;  conquefls  ; 
the  application  of  public  credit  to 
develope  the  profperity  of  a  nation 
of  cultivators ;  public  contribu¬ 
tions  of  a  nation  of  cultivators  ; 
government  of  a  nation  of  culti¬ 
vators  ;  and  colonies  from  a  nation 
of  cultivators.  While  we  except 
to  many  of  our  author’s  pofitions 
and  arguments,  we  recommend  his 
work  to  the  perufal  of  every  well- 
wifher  to  the  human  race  ;  con¬ 
vinced  that  his  difquifitions,  al¬ 
though  they  may  fometimes  offer 
much  eld  matter  in  no  novel  or 
very  inviting;  drefs,  and  fometimes 
oppofe  favourite  opinions  with  a 
greater  fhare  of  declamation  and 
affirmed  importance,  than  of  calm 
reafoning  and  urbanity,  and  fome¬ 
times  contain  what  may  appear 
frivolous  or  fanciful,  abound,  ne- 
verthelefs,  in  judicious  reflections, 
valuable  remarks,  and  oriofnalitv 
of  fen timent,  wiiich  render  them 
defer ving  of  univerfal  attention. 

The  u  Treatife  on  the  Police  of 
the  Metropolis,  explaining  the  va- 
r;cus  Crimes  and  Mifdemeanors 
which  at  prefent  are  felt  as  a  Pref* 
fure  upon  the  Community,  and 
fuggefling  Remedies  for  their  Pre¬ 
vention,  by  a  Magiftrate,”  is  a 
truly  important  and  valuable  work, 
for  which  the  public  is  greatly  in¬ 
debted  to  the  intelligent  author* 
Of  the  depravity  of  manners  in 
the  metropolis,  and  of  the  exig¬ 
ence  of  numerous  fchemes  in  which 
art  and  ingenuity  are  exerci fed  in 
A  >  4  pel* 
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pilfering  and  plundering  the  pub¬ 
lic,  no  perfon  who  has  re  tided 
there  for  any  time  can  be  ignorant. 
But  of  the  aftonifliing  extent  to 
which  thefe  evils  are  carried,  and 
of.  the  regular  fyftematic  form 
which  they  atliime,  it  is  not  eafy 
for  thofe  to  form  any  conception 
who  are  not  in  poffelfion  of  fuch 
information  as  is  difplayed  in  the 
treatife  before  us.  That  informa¬ 
tion,  methodically  arranged  and 
detailed  with  perfpicuity,  is  highly 
curious  and  interefting,  and  em¬ 
ploys  feven  chapters  of  the  work, 
in  which  the  author  treats  of  the 
caufes  of  the  increafe  of  crimes  ; 
of  fmall  thefts ;  of  receivers  of 
flolen  goods ;  of  pillage  upon  wharfs 
and  quays,  and  from  /hips  and  vef- 
fels  in  the  river  Thames ;  of  frauds, 
plunder,  and  pillaging  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  arfenals,  and  in  /hips  of  war 
and  tranfpprts ;  of  burglary  and 
ihighwav  robbery  :  of  the  coinage 
and  circulation  of  bafe  money ; 
and  of  forgeries,  fwindling  ads, 
and  gaming.  Thefe  chapters  are 
followed  by  five  others,  fetting 
forth  defeCts  in  the  laws  intended 
to  /upprefs  or  prevent  thefe  evils, 
especially  thofe  relative  to  the  de¬ 
letion,  trial,  and  conviction  of  of¬ 
fenders  ;  the  fanguinary  nature  of 
our  prefent  criminal  code  ;  the 
abufes  in  the  execution  of  our  laws; 
and  (uggefting  various  plans  of  a- 
jnendment,  that  merit  general  and 
ferious  attention,  as  they  appear  to 
be  the  refult  of  found  judgment, 
practical  obfervation,  and  genuine 
patriot!  fm. 

In  our  hft  volume  we  introduced 
to  our  readers  the  firll  number  of 
an  intended  feries  of  publications 
in  Political  Econony,  by  Count 
Rumford.  During  the  prefent  year, 
that  number  has  been  followed  by 
four  additional  Effavs,  which  are 
replete  with  much  valuable  and  in- 
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terefting  information,  founded  on 
extend ve  experience,  and  adapted 
to  increafe  the  ftock  of  human  hap- 
pinefs,  particularly  in  the  lower- 
ranks  of  fociety.  ThefubjeCts  on 
which  they  treat  are,  the  funda¬ 
mental  principles,  on  which  gene¬ 
ral  eftabli/hments  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor  may  be  formed  in  all 
countries ;  various  kinds  of  food, 
and  the  cheapeft  means  of  feeding 
the  poor ;  chimney  fire-places, 
with  a  view  to  the  faving  of  fuel, 
and  the  prevention  of  fmoke;  and 
accounts  of  different  inftitutions 
and  projects  of  the  author,  for  ex¬ 
tending  the  benefits  of  a  well  re¬ 
gulated  political  economy  at  the 
capital  of  Bavaria. 

The  author  of  w  A  Differtation 
on  the  Poor  Laws,”  under  the  fig- 
nature  of  44  A  Well-wi/her  to  Man¬ 
kind,”  in  a  fpirit  of  laudable  be¬ 
nevolence,  and  with  great  force  of 
reafoning,  expofes  the  evils  which 
arife  to  the  poor,  as  well  as  rich, 
from  the  continuance  of  that  bur- 
thenfome  and  pernicious  fyftem, 
and  maintains  the  neceflity  and 
propriety  of  its  total  abolition.  In 
his  judgment,  compulfory  provi- 
fion  for  the  poor,  tends  rather  to 
encourage  them  in  habits  of  idle- 
nefs,  than  to  ydieve  the  miferies 
of  poverty.  And  he  contends,  that 
thofe  miferies  would  be  moll  ef¬ 
fectually  removed  by  the  volun¬ 
tary  contributions  of  benevolent 
individuals,  in  aid  to  the  benefits 
refulting  from  a  compulfory  efta- 
blifiiment  of  friendly  focieties 
throughout  the  kingdom.  We  fee 
no  fubftantial  objection  that  can 
be  urged  againft  the  general  prin¬ 
ciples  of  this  differtation. 

The  treatife  entitled  44  The  Pre¬ 
vention  of  Poverty  bv  beneficial 
Clubs,  with  preliminary  Obferva- 
tions  upon  Houles  of  Induftry,  and 
the  Poor  Laws,  by  Edward  Jone§, 

Efq:,? 
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Efq.”  contains  fome  fenfible  ob¬ 
servations  in  fupport  of  the  plan 
mentioned  in  the  title-page ;  and 
fome  important  remarks  on  the  ill 
effeCts- produced  by  houfes  of  in- 
duftry,  which  deferve  the  ferious 
notice  of  the  advocates  for  fuch 
eftabliftiments. 

Sir  William  Young,  likewife,  in 
his  i6  Confiderations  on  the  Sub¬ 
ject  of  Poor  Houfes  and  Work 
Houfes,  &c.”  offers  very  powerful 
arguments  againft  the  fyftem  con¬ 
demned  in  the  laft  mentioned  arti¬ 
cle,  and  many  liberal  propofitions 
for  meliorating  the  condition  of 
the  poor,  congenial  to  the  Spirit 
of  a  free  nation,  and  tending  to 
improve  the  health,  induftry,  and 
morals  of  the  lower  claffes. 

Mr.  Vancouver,  alfo,  in  his  fen- 
lible  and  ingenious  “  Enquiry  into 
the  Caufes  and  Production  of  Po¬ 
verty,  and  the  State  of  the  Poor, 
&c.”  produces  Prong  reafons  a- 
gainft  theinftitution  of  poor  houfes, 
even  when  conducted  on  the  moft 
humane  and  x  economical  princi¬ 
ples;  and  in  favour  of  friendly  fo- 
cieties,  “  at  once  the  offspring  of 
freedom,  and  the  parents  of  inde¬ 
pendence.”  He,  likewife,  propofes 
a  plan  for  the  effectual  relief  of 
the  aged  poor,  by  a  percentage  on 
the  earnings  of  the  ‘labourer  de- 
pofited  in  a  public  fund;  which, 
under  proper  regulations,  and  aid¬ 
ed  by  the  fupport  of  the  wealthy, 
might  be  followed  by  the  moft  be¬ 
neficial  effeCts. 

The  “  Reflections  on  the  Cru¬ 
elty  of  inclofing  common  Field 
Lands,  particularly  as  it  affeCts  the 
Church,  and  the  Poor,”  are  found¬ 
ed  in  mifapprehenfion  and  preju¬ 
dices  incompatible  w'ith  a  liberal 
enlightened  policy,  and  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  true  interefts  of  the 
church  or  the  poor. 


The  u  Three  Letters  on  the 
SubjeCt  of  Tythes  and  Tythe-affo* 
ciators,  &c.”  are  full  of  anger  and 
inveCtive  againft  the  advocates  for 
the  abolition,  or  commutation  of 
tythes,  whether  laymen  or  of  the 
clerical  order ;  but  are  greatly 
wanting  in  argument  and  can¬ 
dour. 

The  Enquiry  into  the  Corn 
Laws  and  Corn  Trade  of  Great 
Britain,  and  their  Influence  on  the 
Profperitv  of  the  Kingdom,  with 
Suggeftions  for  the  Improvement 
of  the  Corn  Laws,  by  the  late 
Alexander  Dirom,  Efq.”  is  a  very 
ingenious  and  valuable  publica¬ 
tion,  abounding  in  ftatements  and 
reafonings  of  great  national  im¬ 
portance.  His  grand  objeCt  is  to 
prove,  u  that  abundance  of  grain 
at  home,  and  at  a  moderate  price, 
cannot  be  obtained  by  importa¬ 
tion  from  abroad,  and  can  only  be 
fecured  by  giving  fuch  liberal  en¬ 
couragement  to  exportation,  as  may 
render  agriculture,  or  the  railing 
of  com,  the  favourite  objeCt  of  in- 
duftry  in  the  kingdom.”  In  efta- 
blifhing  this  point,  he  juftly  conft- 
ders  agriculture  to  be  a  manufac- 
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ture,  which  like  every  other  fpe- 

cies  of  manufacture  mav  be  en- 
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couraged  by  wife  laws,  or  deprefled 
by  injudicious  regulations.  This 
doCtrine  he  fuppdrts  by  able  argu¬ 
ments,  and  an  appeal  to  faCts  taken 
from  the  hiftory  of  this  country, 
which  ftrike  the  mind  with  the 
force  of  mathematical  demonftra- 
tion.  Thefe  arguments  and  faCts, 
together  with  a  variety  of  ingeni¬ 
ous  calculations,  and  conclufions, 
connected  with,  or  refulting  from 
them,  are  digefted  into  five  chap¬ 
ters,  in  which  the  author  treats,  of 
the  general  ftate  of  nations  with 
refpeCt  to  the  alimentary  fupport 
of  mankind,  and  particularly  that 
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of  Great  Britain  ;  the  c-aufes  and 
effects  of  the  feveral  corn  laws  of 
Great  Britain,  prior  to  the  revolu¬ 
tion  in  1688,  the  effefts  of  thole 
laws  fubfeqnent  to  the  revolution  ; 
a  recapitulation  of  the  principal 
heads  of  tie  corn  laws  of  Great 
Britain,  with  tables  and  remarks 
elucidating  the  excellence  of  the 
old  fyftem  ;  and  arrangements  pro¬ 
posed  for  carrying  into  execution, 
and  giving  efftft  to  the  corn  laws. 
In  a  supplement  to  this  Enquiry, 
Mr.  William  Mackie,  of  Ormifton, 
in  Eaft  Lothian,  confirms  Mr. 
Dirom’s  doftrine,  by  bringing 
down  the  fubjeft  from  the  year 
1784,  to  the  year  1793,  and  by 
applying  to  it  the  faftsand  circum- 
Bances  which  have  taken  place 
during  that  period.  He  has  alio 
fuccefsfuily  combated  toe  opinion 
of  d  oft  or  Adam  Smith,  refpefting 
the  corn  laws. 

The  “  Hints  for  promoting  a 
Bee  Society,”  are  published  with 
the  laudable  defign  of  exciting  the 
attention  of  the  public  towards  an 
objeft  in  political  economy,  w  hir  h 
has  been  too  much  neglefted  in 
this  country,  and  which  is  capable 
of  uniting  together,  in  no  incon¬ 
siderable  degree,  innocent  amu fo¬ 
ment  and  profit.  Thefe  Hints  are 
accompanied  with  a  plate  of  a  hive, 
which  appears  well  adapted  to  fup- 
ply  the  proprietor  w'th  honey  and 
wax,  without  deflroying  or  injur¬ 
ing  the  induftrious  little  labourer 
to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  thofe 
ufeful  articles. 

The  “  Confiderations  on  the  At¬ 
tempt  of  the  Eaft  India  Company 
to  become  Manufafturers  in  Great 
Britain,”  have  been  publifhed  in 
confequence  of  a  meafure  lately 
adopted  by  the  company,  to  hire 
a  number  of  mills,  and  (in  techni¬ 
cal  language)  throw  into  organ- 
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zine,  their  own  fi Ik,  in  large  quanti¬ 
ties,  againft  the  reprefentations,  and 
to  the  prejud.ee  of  the  merchants 
and  manufafturers  in  the  fi  lk  trade. 
They  contain  a  variety  of  ferious 
and  important  reflections,  of  a  po¬ 
litical,  and  commercial  nature, 
which  are  highly  deferving  of  pub* 
lie  attention.  The  political  re¬ 
flections  addrefs  themfeives  to  the 
advocates  for  the  purity  and  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  reprefentative 
bodv  in  the  hotife  of  commons, 
which  is  liable  to  be  effemiaily  af- 
fefted  by  the.  influence  which  the 
company,  always  at  the  devotion 
of  the  minuter  of  the  day,  mu  ft 
obtain  in  the  different  towns  and 
boroughs  where  their  manufacto¬ 
ries  are  eftablifhed.  But  the  re? 
fleftions  of  a  commercial  nature 
come  home  to  the  feelings  of  every 
individual  merchant  and  trader. 
Should  the  plan  now  adopted  be 
continued,  44  and  fucceed,”  fays 
the  author,  44  who  can  tell  to  what 
a  mischievous  extent  the  praftice 
of  the  principle  may  be  carried? 
When  the  company  have  once 
tried  their*  Strength,  it  will  be  at 
thejr  choice  and  in  their  mercy, 
what  branch  of  manufacture  they 
will  next  invade —whether  they 
will  print  their  own  cailicoes  ; 
make  their  own  gunpowder;  wind, 
fpin,  and  weave,  their  own  cottons ; 
bake  and  refine  tiieir  own  fugars  ; 
or  even  manufacture  thofe  articles 
fabricated  from  our  Staple  domeffiq 
produce,  and  which,  by  their  char¬ 
ter,  they  are  obligated  to  export. 
A  calamitous  alternative  would 
then  be  the  lot  of  the  perfons  who 
are  now  engaged  in  fuch  manu^ 
faftures :  unable  to  trade  to  India, 
or  to  cope  in  this  country  with 
the  gigantic  ffrides  of  a  manufac¬ 
turing  Eaft- India  company,  they 
muff  "either  abandon  their  pur  ft.  its, 
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©r  be  degraded  into  dependents  on 
the  all-fweeping  monopoliifsl  by 
whom  they  are  injured.  Thus, 
evils  fimilar  to  thofe  which  the 
engroffing  of  fmall  farms  has  in¬ 
flicted  on  the  hulbandman,  would 
be  feverely  felt  by  the  individual 
merchant  and  manufacturer ;  and 
thus,  the  advantages  refulting  from 
the  various  energies  and  competi¬ 
tions  of  privare  capital  in  our  ma¬ 
nufactures,  would  be  loft  to  the 
community.” 

Among  the  Law  publications  of 
the  year  i  796,  we  meet  with  44  The 
JurifdiCtion  of  the  Lords’  Houfe, 
or  Parliament,  confidered  accord¬ 
ing  to  ancient  Records,  by  Lord 
chief  Juftice  Hale,  to  which  is  pre¬ 
fixed,  by  the  Editor,  Francis  Har¬ 
grave,  Efq.  an  introductory  Pre¬ 
face,  including  a  Narrative  of  that 
JurifdiCtion  from  the  Acceffion 
of  James  I  lord  chief  baron 
Gilbert  s  44  Law  of  Tenures,”  a 
new  edition,  with  a  liiftorical  in¬ 
troduction  on  the  feudal  fyftem, 
and  copious  notes  and  itluftra- 
tions,  by  Charles  Watkins,  efq. 
44  Modern  Reports,  &c.”  a  new 
edition,  by  P.  Leach.  Ffq.  in  12 
vols.  44  Reports  of  Cafes  argued, 
& c.  in  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench, 
to  Trinity  Term,  36  Geo.  III.  in¬ 
ciufive,  by  Charles  Durnford,  and 
Edward  Hyde  Eaft,  Efqrs.”  which 
complete  the  Vlth  volume  of  that 
work  ;  44  Reports  of  Cafes  argued 
and  determined  in  the  Court  of 
Exchequer,  from  Eafter  Term,  32 
Geo.  III.  to  Trinity  Term,  33  Geo. 
III.  both  inciufive,  by  Alexander 
Anftruther,  of  Lincoln’s  Inn, 
Efq.”  in  2  vols ;  “  Reports  of 
Cafes  argued  and  ruled  at  N:fi 
Prius,  in  the  Courts  of  King’s 
Bench,  and  Common  Pleas,”  dur¬ 
ing  the  years  1795,  and  1796,  by 
Jfaac  Efpinafle,  of  Gray’s  Inn,  efq; 
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u  Reports  of  Cafes  argued  in  the 
Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Ex¬ 
chequer  Chamber,  to  Hilary  Term, 
36'  G  eo.  III.  inciufive,  by  Henrv 
Black  ft  one,  Efq.”  which  completes 
the  lid  volume  of  that-  work ; 
u  Rules  and  Orders  on  the  Plea 
Side  of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench, 
beginning  in  Eafter  Term  1731, 
and  ending  in  Trinity  Term, 
1793,”  compiled  by  Mr.  Abbot, 
Clerk  of  the  Rules  ;  44  JurifdiHion 
and  Practice  of  the  Court  of  Great 
Seftions  of  Wales,  on  the  Chefter 
Circuit,”  laid  to  be  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  the  fame  author;  “  An 
liiftorical  Treatife  of  a  Suit  in  E- 
quity,  &c.  by  Charles  Barton,  of 
the  Inner  Temple,  Efq;”  >4  The 
Practice  of  the  Court  of  Chance¬ 
ry,  originally  publifiied  by  Jofeph 
Harrifon,  of  Lincoln’s  Inn,  Efq. 
and  enlarged  by  John  Griffith  Wil¬ 
liams,  Efq.  with  confiderable  Ad¬ 
ditions,  &c.  by  Wilmot  Parker, 
Solicitor,”  in  2  vols ;  4  The  Prac¬ 
tice  of  the  Courts  of  King’s  Bench, 
and  Common  Pleas,  by  Baker 
John  Sellon,  Efq;”  completed  in 
2  vols ;  44  A  brief  Exposition  of 
the  Law  relative  to  Wills  and  Tefta- 
ments,  &c.  by  S.  W.  Nicoll,  Efq;” 
4r  A  Digeft'of  the  Laws  relative  to 
Borough  Elections,  by  S.  Hev- 
wood,  Efq.  Serjeant  at  Law,  Part 
I  44  Cafes  in  Evidence  before 
Committees  of  Election  of  the 
Floufe  of  Commons,  by  T.  E. 
Tomlins,  Efq  the  3d'  edition, 
revifed,  and  enlarged,  of  44  A  Svf- 
tem  of  the  Law  of  Marine  Infur- 
ance,  &c.  by  J.  A.  Park,  Efq 
“  A  practical  Arrangement  of  the 
Excife  Laws,  by  A.  Highmore, 
Jim.”  in  2  vols;  the  2d  edition, 
confiderably  enlarged  of  44  A  Col¬ 
lection  of  Cafes  on  the  Annuity 
AH,  with  an  Epitome  of  the  Prac¬ 
tice  relative  to  the  Enrolment  of 
Memorials,  by  W.  Hunt,  Efq:  of 
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Lincoln’s  Inn  44  An  Abftradl  of, 
and  Obfervations  on  the  Statutes 
impofing  Dudes  on  Adminiftra- 
tions,  &c.  by  Peter  Lovelafs,  of 
the  Inner  Temple,  Conveyancer, 
to  be  inferted  preceding  the  Index 
to  the  8rh  Edition,  of  the  Law’s 
Difpofal,  &c  44  The  new  Pocket 
Conveyancer,  or  Attorney’s  com¬ 
plete  Pocket  Book,  & c.  by  James 
Barry  Bird,  of  New  Inn,  Efq.”  in 
a  vois ;  44  Syllabus  of  a  Courfe  of 
Ledhires  on  the  Laws  of  England, 
intended  to  be  delivered  in  purfu- 
ance  of  an  Order  of  the  Honour¬ 
able  Society  of  Lincoln’s  Inn,  at 
their  Hall,  by  Michael  Nolan, 
Efq the  trials  of  44  William 
Stone,”  and  44  Robert  Thomas 
Crofsfield,  for  high  Treafon,”  and 
i4  of  the  Biftiop  of  Bangor,  and 
others,  for  an  aflault,  &c.  taken  in 
ihort  hand,  by  Jofeph  Gurney 
and  44  The  Hiftory  of  the  Trial  of 
Warren  Haftings,  Efq.  late  Go¬ 
vernor  general  of  Bengal,  before 
the  High  Court  of  Parliament  in 
Weftminfter  Hall,  on  an  Impeach¬ 
ment  by  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain,  for  high  Crimes  and  Mif- 
demeanors.” 

Our  annual  lift  of  Mathematical 
productions  commences  with  the 
third  volume  of  a  valuable  publi¬ 
cation,  by  baron  Maferes,  entitled 
44  Scriptores  Logarithmici ;  or,  a 
Collection  of  fever  d  curious  Tradfs 
on  the  Nature  and  Conftrudtion  of 
Logarithms,  mentioned  in  Dr. 
Hutton's  hiftoricai  Introduction  to 
his  new  Edition  of  Sherwin’s  Ma¬ 
thematical  Tables:  together  with 
fome  Tradts  on  the  Binomial  The¬ 
orem,  and  other  Subjedts  connedi- 
ed  with  the  Dodtrine  of  Loga¬ 
rithms.”  In  addition  to  the  nu¬ 
merous  tradts  compofing  this  vo¬ 
lume,  judicioufly  feledted  from  the 
labours  of  foreigners  as  well  as  na- 
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tives,  with  amendments  and  illuf- 
trations  which  the  editor  was  emi¬ 
nently  qualified  to  undertake  ;  he 
has  prefented  the  mathematical 
world  with  four  important  treatifes 
of  his  own,  on  the  method  of 
finding  the  value  of  (lowly  con¬ 
verging  infinite  feriefes,  and  the 
reverfion  of  fuch  feriefes.  For  the 
various  fubjedls  of  the  other  tradis 
which  he  has  admitted  into  his  col- 
ledlion,  we  muft  refer  our  readers 
to  the  work  itfelf.  The  firft  and 
fecond  volumes  were  announced 
by  us  in  our  Rcgifter  for  the  year 
1 794- 

The  volume  entitled <4  Mr.  James 
Bernoulli's  Dodirine  of  Permuta¬ 
tions  and  Combinations,  and  fome 
other  ufeful  Mathematical  Tradls,” 
ufliered  before  the  public  by  the 
fame  learned  editor,  contains  fome 
pieces  contained  in  the  above  men¬ 
tioned  colledfion,  which,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  clear  and  accurate 
method  of  demonftratino;  the  bi- 
nomial  theorem,  he  has  repubiifh- 
ed  in  a  more  commodious  form, 
to  make  fnem  generally  known  to 
mathematical  ftudents ;  an  abridg¬ 
ment  of  two  original  treatifes  in 
the  fecond  volume  of  the  Scrip- 
tores  Logarithmici,  employed  in 
demonftrating  fir  Ifaac  Newton’s 
binomial  theorem  in  the  cafe  of 
integral  and  affirmative  powers  j 
Dr.  Wallis’s  difeourfe  on  combi¬ 
nations,  alterations,  and  aliquot 
parts;  and  other  republications  of 
methods  of  finding  rational  num¬ 
bers  that  exprefs  the  fides  of  right- 
angled  triangles,  of  extradfing  the 
cube  roots  of  numbers  by  approx¬ 
imation,  and  of  refolving  affedfed 
equations  of  all  degrees  by  approx¬ 
imation,  together  with  various 
tables,  which  promife  to  prove  of 
confiderable  ufe  to  thofe  who  en  ■ 
gage  in'  fuch  ftudies. 

44  The  Principles  of  Algebra,  by 
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William  Frend,”  have  been  pub- 
i idled  with  the  defign  of  re:  :ovin<T 
the  difficulties  in  the  ftudy  of  tha*t 
fcience,  which  half  a  dozen  years’ 
experience,  as  tutor  of  a  college  in 
the  univerfitv  of  Cambridge,  coti- 
vinced  the  author  that  young  men 
labour  under  in  endeavouring  to 
learn  it  by  the  common  mode. 
One  of  the  principal  of  thefe  is  the 
life  of  negative  numbers,  which  he 
rejects  as  ridiculous  and  abfurd, 
and  offers  an  explanation  of  the 
principles  of  the  fcience,  and  de¬ 
duces  his  folutions  by  a  mode  of 
reafoning  to  which,'  he  conceives, 
there  can  be  no  objection.  He, 
likewife,  explodes  the  terms  qua-' 
dratic,  cubic,  biquadratic,  &c.  as 
applied  to  equations,  and  the  words 
fquare,  cube,  folid,  furfolid,  as  ap¬ 
plied  to  numbers,  in  order  to 
adapt  his  language  to  the  Compre- 
henAon  of  Englilh  fcholars,  and  to 
avoid  impreffing  pofitions  on  their 
minds,  which  are  not  true.  This 
attempt  to  Amplify  a  moll  ufeful 
fcience  is  highly  to  be  commend¬ 
ed;  and  it  is  entitled  to  the  difpaf- 
fionate  and  ferious  conAderation  of 
mathematical  inftruCtors.  Should 
the  author’s  ideas  meet  with  a  fa¬ 
vourable  reception,  he  propofes 
“  to  lay  down  in  another  volume, 
the  principles  of  fluxions,  and  the 
method  of  increments  and  dif¬ 
ferences  ;  to  explain  farther  the 
higher  parts,  as  they  are  called,  of 
algebra ;  and  to  give  a  feries  of 
problems,  adapted  to  the  two  vo¬ 
lumes.” 

Mr.  Manning’s  (t  Introduction 
to  Arithmetic  arid  Algebra,”  is  re¬ 
commended  to  the  ule  of  Undents 
by  the  u  laborious  exaCtnefs,”  and 
perfpicuity,  with  which  the  author 
has  explained  what  is  difficult  or 
abftrufe  in  each  operation  that  is 
performed.  The  arithmetical  part 
contains  the  four  fundamental 
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rules ;  and  the  algebraic  extends  to 
the  folution  of  quadratic  equa¬ 
tions.  Mr.  Manning  very  hand- 
fomelv  acknowledges  his  obliga¬ 
tions  to  preceding  writers,  parti¬ 
cularly  baron  Maferes,  and  Mr, 
Wood,  of  St.  John’s  Oollcge,  Cam¬ 
bridge.  The  laft  mentioned  gen¬ 
tleman  has  lately  publiflied  a  Syf- 
tem  of  Algebra,  pronounced  by 
Mr.  Manning  to  be  judicious  and 
comprehenfive,  which  we’have  not 
feen,  but  which  we  underhand  is 
approved,  and  very  generally  ad¬ 
opted  by  the  Cambridge  tutors.  ' 
The  “  Short  Account  of  the  late 
Mr.  Reuben  Burrow’s  Meafure- 
ment  of  a  Degree  of  Longitude, 
and  another  of  Latitude,  near  the 
Tropic  in  Bengal,  in  the  Years 
I79°>  1 79L  by  Ifiac  Dalby,”  has 
been  drawn  up  with  great  atten¬ 
tion  and  care  by  the  editor  from 
Mr.  Burrow’s  manufcripts,  left  by 
him  in  an  unconne&ed  and  unfi- 
ni flied  ffate,  and  will  be  favour¬ 
ably  received  by  the  mathematical 
world,  as  it  offers  an  addition  to 
the  hock  of  fcientihc  knowledge. 
The  rtfults  of  the  different  obser¬ 
vations  give  us  6045*5  fathoms  for 
a  degree  on  the  meridian,  and 
559^5  fathoms  for  a  degree  of 
longitude,  in  latitude  230  28'  N. 

Mr.  Kelly’s  “  Practical  Intro¬ 
duction  to  Spherics  and  nautical 
Aftronomy,  being  at  Attempt  to 
Amplify  thofe  ufeful  Sciences,  &-c.” 
is  the  production  of  an  author  who 
is  evidently  well  acquainted  with 
the  fuojeCts  on  which  he  treats 
and  who  has  adopted  a  judicious 
and  perfpicuous  mode  of  explain¬ 
ing  their  principles  to  fuch  young 
perfons,  as  have  not  previoufjy 
made  any  confiderabie  progrefs  in 
geometry.  It  is  divided  into  two 
parts.  In  the  Arft  parr,  which 
comprehends  fpherics,  Mr.  Kelly 
introduces  the  Ichoiar,  by  the  moil 
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cafy  and  familiar  method,  to  the 
knowledge  of  ftereographic  pro¬ 
jection,  and  to  the  Solution,  of  the 
iiioit  important  ftereographic  pro¬ 
blems.  Tlie  fecond  part  contains 
the  application  of  fpherics  to  thofe 
problems  of  aftronomy  which  are 
molt  nfeful  at  fea,  fuch  as  finding 
the  azimuth,  amplitude,  time,  lati¬ 
tude,  longitude,  &c.  which  are 
folved  both  by  projection  and  cal¬ 
culation.  The  whole  concludes 
-with  a  new  method  of  working  the 
lunar  obfervatjons,  by  fines  with¬ 
out  the  interference  of  cofines; 
which  is  fimple  and  correct,  and 
with  the  affiftance  of  the  tables  in 
Taylor’s  Logarithms,  calculated  to 
feconds,  much  more  expeditious 
than  the  common  mode. 

The  next  work  which  we  have 
to  announce  is  an  important  and 
interefting  one,  in  point  of  in¬ 
formation  and  entertainment,  for 
which  the  mathematical  Undent 
will  acknowledge  himfelf  much  in¬ 
debted  to  the  author.  It  is  entitled 
A  Mathematical  and  l’hilofo- 
phical  Dictionary  :  containing  an 
Explanation  of  the  Terms,  and  an 
Account  of  the  feveral  Subjects, 
comprized  under  the  Heads  Ma¬ 
thematics,  Aftronomy,  and  Philo- 
fophy ;  both  natural  and  experi¬ 
mental  :  with  an  hiftorical  Account 
of  the  Rife,  Progrefs,  and  prelent 
State  of  thefe  Sciences  :  alfo  Me¬ 
moirs  of  the  Lives  and  Writings 
of  the  moft  eminent  Authors,  botn 
ancient  and  modern,  who  by  their 
Difcoveries  or  Improvements  have 
contributed  to  the  Advancement  of 
them.  With  many  Cuts  and  Cop¬ 
per  Plates.  By  Charles  Hutton, 
LL.  D.  F.  R.  S,  &c.”  in  2  vols. 
4to.  On  the  well  known  abilities 
of  Dr.  Hutton  for  executing  the 
arduous  talk  which  he  undertook, 
it  is  unneceffary  for  us  to  dwell ; 
and  on  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
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performed,  notwithftanding  oeca- 
fional  defeCts  and  omiflions  which 
will  be  difeovered  by  the  eye  of  a 
well  informed  and  accurate  reader, 
it  would  be  unjuft  not  to  beftow' 
a  high  degree  of  praife..  It  is  at 
rich  repofitory  of  fcientific  know¬ 
ledge  ;  and  a  judicious  directory  to 
the  beft  fources  of  that  additional 
and  more  extended  information^ 
which  could  not  be  comprehended 
within  the  limits  to  which  the  au¬ 
thor  was  confined.  The  biogra¬ 
phical  notices,  likewife,  which  it 
contains,  of  molt  of  the  eminent 
authors  who  have  adorned  the  ma¬ 
thematical  and  philofophical  clafTes, 
in  different  periods  of  the  world, 
render  it  a  pleafing  as  well  as  ufe- 
ful  performance. 

Mr.  Jones’s  “  Englifh  Syffem  of 
Book  keeping  by  fingle  or  double 
Entry;  in  which  it  is  impoffible 
for  an  Error  of  the  nioff  trifling 
Moment  to  pafs  unnoticed  ;  calcu¬ 
lated  effectually  to  prevent  the 
Evils  of  the  Method  fo  long  efta- 
blifhed,  and  adapted  to  every  Spe¬ 
cies  of  Trade,”  is  a  work  of  which 
the  commercial  world  had  been  led 
to  form  very  high  expectations, 
from  the  advertifements  and  pro- 
mifes  of  the  author  previous  to  its 
publication.  It  was  alfo  prefaced 
with  the  atteftations  of  feveral  con- 
fiderable  merchants  to  its  fuperior 
excellence.  But  notwithftanding 
the  fanCtion  of  their  names,  and 
the  confident  pretenfions  in  the 
title-page,  and  the  ftill  more  confi¬ 
dent  pretenfions  in  the  introduc¬ 
tory  part,  it  has  by  no  means  met 
with  a  reception  flattering  to  the 
;  author’s  vanity.  Several  able  mer¬ 
chants  and  accountants  have  very 
feverely  animadverted  on  ML 
Jones’s  aflertion,  “  that  the  Italian 
method  is  the  mod  infamous  and 
cunningly  deviled  fyftern  ever 
formed  ;  intended  only,  to  cover 
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in  fecrely  the  word  of  purpofes 
by  fyftematic  art.”  They  have 
averted,  per  contra,  that  the  chief 
excellencies  of  the  new  Tv  Item  are 
borrowed  from  the  old  ;  that  it  has 
not  remedied  the  principal  defeats 
of  the  old  method  ;  arid  that,  upon 
the  whole,  greater  inconveniences 
than  benefits  would  folio vv  from 
adopting  it,  particularly  in  exten¬ 
sive  concents.  We  leave  thofe  who 
from  practice  mu  ft  be  the  beft 
judges,  to  determine  thefe  points. 

Mr.  Collier,  in  his  44  Defence  of 
.double  Entry,  with  a  new  Arrange¬ 
ment  of  the  Journal,  and  Objec¬ 
tions  to  Mr.  Jones’s  new  Plan  of 
Book-keeping,”  joins  in  the  ver- 
did  abovementioned,  and  ably 
maintains  the  fuperior  advantages 
of  the  Italian  fyftem  in  detecting 
errors,  and  the  general  practice  of 
the  counting  houfe.  His  new  ar¬ 
rangement  of  the  journal  is  neat, 
and  more  concife  than  that  gene¬ 
rally  followed,  but  more  complex, 
and  on  that  account  lefs  generally 
ufeful. 

Mr.  Gofnell’s  44  Elucidation  of 
the  Italian  method  of  Book-keep¬ 
ing,  with  Examples  calculated  to 
fimplify  and  perfed  that  long  ap¬ 
proved  Syftem,  and  to  fupply  the 
Defeds  of  the  prefent  Pradice  ; 
prefaced  by  free  Obfervations  on 
Jones's  Englifli  Syftem,  & c.  and 
concluded  by  concife  Stridures  on 
Collier’s  Defence  of  double  En¬ 
try,”  accords,  in  general,  with  our 
beft  writers  on  the  Italian  plan, 
and  fatisfadorily  refutes  the  argu¬ 
ments  drawn  from  its  abufes,  a- 
gainft  its  adequatenefs  to  its  pro- 
/efied  purpofes.  The  improvements 
which  he  propofes  merit  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  commercial  world. 
In  Mr.  Gofnell’s  free  Obfervations 
<^n  Jones’s  Syftem,  the  recom- 
menders  of  that  work  come  in  for 
proper  (hare  of  animadverfipn, 


on  account  of  their  hafty  and  in¬ 
judicious  teftimony  in  favour  of 
its  merits  ;  and  in  his  Stridures  on 
Mr.  Collier’s  Defence  of  double 
Entry,  he  confirms  our  concluding 
remark  on  that  publication. 

The  44  Examination  of  Jones's 
Syftem,  &c.  by  James  Mill,  Ac¬ 
countant,  and  Notary  Public,”  is 
another  well  written  treatife,  which 
clearly  demonftrates  “  the  inef¬ 
ficiency  of  that  mode  of  keeping 
accounts eftablifhes  44  the  fupe- 
riority  of  the  Italian  method,  by 
the  materials  of  Mr.  Jones’s  work  be¬ 
ing  formed  into  a  complete  fyftem 
of  book-keeping  by  double  entry;” 
and  deteds  grofs  errors  in  the  pre¬ 
tended  improved  plan,  which  ef- 
fedually  deftroy  its  credit,  and 
call  44  for  fliame  to  burn  the 
cheeks”— not  of  thofe  who  would 
not  44  bury  their  oppofition  in  ob¬ 
livion,  and  the  principles  which 
gave  that  oppofition  birth.” 

The  “  Letter  to  Mr.  T.  Edward 
Jones,  on  the  Inefficacy  of  his 
Englifli  Syftem,  &c.  by  a  Mer¬ 
chant,”  is  another  attack,  lefs  for¬ 
midable  indeed  than  the  preced¬ 
ing,  but  not  unfuccefsful;  on  fome 
of  the  principles  of  the  new  method 
of  book-keeping.  What  the  au¬ 
thor  denominates  improved  plans 
for  the  wafte  book  and  journal, 
and  fliort  but  infallible  rules  to 
afcertain  the  proper  fubjeds  or 
parties,  which  conftitute  the  debt¬ 


ors  and  creditors,  in  the  arrange¬ 
ment  of  a  merchant’s  accounts,  we 
leave  to  the  judgment  of  the  count¬ 
ing  houfe. 

44  The  Stocks  examined  and  com¬ 
pared,  or  a  Guide  to  Purchafers  in 


the  public  bunds,  &c.  by  William 
Fairman,  or  the  Royal  Exchange 
Affurance,”  and  the  treatife  enti¬ 
tled  44  An  Epitome  of  the  Stocks 
and  public  Funds,  &c.  by  T.  For¬ 
tune,'’  are  both  adapted  to  fupply 
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perfons  concerned  in  buying  or 
felling  of  flock  with  ufeful  infor¬ 
mation.  The  former  work  is  much 
more  copious  than  the  latter. 

The  volume  entitled  u  Obferva- 
tions  upon  military  and  political 
Affairs,  written  by  General  George 
Monk,  afterwards  created  Duke  of 
Albemarle,  Sec.  illuftrated  with  en¬ 
graved  Plates,”  is  republifhed  from 
an  im  predion  that  made  its  firft 
appearance  during  the  druggies  be¬ 
tween  Charles  I.  and  the  parlia¬ 
ment.  As  a  compendium  of  the 
date  of  military  taffies  at  that  pe¬ 
riod,  it  is  an  object  of  conftderable 
curiofity;  and  it  contains  many 
remarks  and  hints  which  may  be 
read  with  profit  by  the  modern 
foldier. 

Lieutenant  colonel  Hanger’s 
treatife  entitled  u  Military  Reflec¬ 
tions  on  the  Attack  and  Defence 
of  the  City  of  London ;  proved  by 
the  Author  to  have  been  the  mod: 
vulnerable  Part  of  Confequence  in 
the  whole  Ifland,  in  the  Situation 
it  was  left  in  the  Year  1 794,  &c.” 
although  it  may  not  completely 
fatisfy  the  reader  that  his  leading 
datements,  and  the  arguments  by 
which  he  fupports  them,  are  un- 
aflailable,  yet  it  will  be  acknow¬ 
ledged  to  contain  much  important 
and  intereding  matter,  which  de- 
ferves  general  attention,  as  well  as 
that  of  military  men. 

The  next  work  which  we  have 
to  introduce  is  didinguifhed  by 
marks  of  good  fenfe,  ingenuity, 
and  'originality,  that  render  it 
worthy  the  notice  not  only  of  civil 
engineers,  and  artids,  but  of  thofe 
public-fpirited  gentlemen  who  are 
active  in  promoting  the  internal 
improvement  of  the  Kingdom.  The 
fubje£h  on  which  it  treats  will  be 
underdood  from  the  title,  which 
is  w  A  Treatife  on  the  Improve¬ 
ment  of  Canal  Navigation ;  exhi¬ 


biting  the  numerous  Advantages  id 
be  derived  from  fmall  Canals,  and 
Boats  of  two  to  five  Feet  wide, 
containing  from  two  to  five  Tons 
Burthen.  With  a  Description  of 
the  Machinery  for  facilitating  Con¬ 
veyance  by  Water  through  the 
mod  mountainous  Countries,  in¬ 
dependent  of  Locks  and  Aque¬ 
ducts: .  including  Obfervations  on 
the  great  Importance  of  Water 
Communications,  with  Thoughts 
on,  and  Defigns  for,  Aqueducts 
and  Bridges,  of  Iron  and  Wood, 
illuftrated  with  feventeen  Plates, 
By  R.  Fulton,  Civil  Engineer.” 

The  “  Gothic  Ornaments  in  the 
Cathedral  Church  of  York,  drawn 
and  etched  by  Jofeph  Halfpenny, 
publifhed  in  numbers,  containing 
five  plates  each,  and  of  which  fe- 
ven  have  already  appeared,  are  ex¬ 
ecuted  with  accuracy,  and  beauty, 
and  will  prove  an  acceptable  pre¬ 
sent  to  thofe  who  widi  to  revive 
the  dudy  of  that  dyle  of  architec¬ 
ture.  So,  likewife,  will  the  “  Spe¬ 
cimens  of  Gothic  Ornaments,  fe- 
lected  from  the  Parifti  Church  of 
Lavenham,  in  Suffolk,  on  forty 
Plates,”  which  are  “  choice  exam¬ 
ples”  of  elegant  remains  of  the 
art.. 

The  “  Philofophical  Tranlac- 
tions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Lon¬ 
don,  for  ,the  Year  1796,”  prefent 
us  with  various  papers  in  pure, 
and  mixed  mathematics,  and  in 
anatomy,  fome  of  which  poffefs 
confiderable  merit.  Under  the  firft 
head  we  meet  with  a  neat  and  con- 
cife  Algebraic  Demonftration  of 
Newton’s  Binomial  Theorem,  by 
the  rev.  Mr.  Sewell;  a  , very  im¬ 
portant  paper  on  the  Conftrmftion 
and  Analvfis  of  Geometrical  Pro- 
pofitions,  determining  the  Pofitions 
affumed  by  homogeneal  Bodies 
which  float  freely,  and  at  reft,  on 
a  Fluid’s  Surface,  and  determining 
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alfo  the  Stability  of  Ships,  and  of 
other  Floating  Bodies,  by  George 
Atwood,  £ft[ ;  an  improvement  df 
Mr.  Joneses  and"  Mr.  Emeifori’s 
Computation  of  the  Hvperbolifc 
Logarithm  of  io,  by  the  Rev. /Mr. 
Hellings  ;  and  an  ingenious/article, 
in  the  French  language,  by/M.  Si¬ 
mon  L’Hiiilier,  recommending  a 
'new  elementary  Mode  of  deducing 
the  ExponenrialQuantities,and  Tri¬ 
gonometrical  Properties  of  Circular 
Arcs.  The  molt  valuable  articles 
in  mixed  mathematics  are,  Dr.  Her- 
fchel’s  communications  relative  to 
theChanges  that  happen  to  the  Fixed 
Stars, and  hisCataloguesof  theirconi- 
parative  Brightnefs,  for  afeertain- 
ing  the  Permanency  of  their  Luftre  ; 
Mr.  Brougham’s  curious  and  nice 
Experiments,  on  the  Inflexion,  Re¬ 
flexion,  and  Colours  of  Light;  Mr. 
Macdonald’s  careful  and  accurate 
Obfervations  on  the  diurnal  Varia¬ 
tion  of  the  Magnetic  Needle,  at 
Fort  Marlborough,  in  the  Ifland  of 
Sumatra  ;  Dr.  Grey’s  Account  of, 
and  Obfervations  on  the  Earthquake 
felt  in  various  parts  of  England, 
Nov.  18,  1795  ;  Dr.  Pearfon’s  Ob¬ 
fervations  on  lome  ancient  metallic 
Arms  and  (Jtenfils,  with  Experi¬ 
ments  to  determine  their  Competi¬ 
tion  ;  and  an  Analytis  of  the  Ca- 
rinthian  Molybdate  of  Lead,  with 
Experiments  on  the  Molybdic  Acid, 
and  on  the  Decompofition  of  the 
Sulphate  ©f  Ammoniac,  by  Charles 
Hatchett,  Efq.  •—  The  anatomical 
articles  were  furnifhed  by  Mr. 
Home,  and  confift  of  his  Croonian 
Xedture  on  Mufcular  Motion,  fome 
particulars  in  the  Anatomy  of  the 
Whale,  and  a  Defcription  of  the 
Anatomy  of  the  Sea  Otter,  from  a 
diffedlion  made  jointly  by  himfelf 
and  Mr.  Archibald  Menzies.  Some 
of  the  other  articles  which  the  two 
parts  of  this  annugl  publication  com- 
1796. 


prize,  would  deferve  to  be  dfftirnftly 
noticed,  wefe  our  limits  lefs  re* 
ftriefted. 

During  the  prefent  year,  the  Li¬ 
terary  and  Philofophical  Society  of 
Manchefter  have  publifhed  the  lid 
part  of  the  IVth  volume  of  their 
“  Memoirs. **  Among  the  mathe¬ 
matical  and  philofophical  papers 
which  this  volume  contains,  we -find 
an  Inve  fti  gat  ion  of  the  Laws  of  Mo¬ 
tion  of  a  Cylinder,  compelled  by 
the  repeated  Strokes  of  a  falling 
Block  to  penetrate  an  Obftucle,  thd 
Refinance  Of  which  is  an  invariable 
Force,  by  Mr.  Gough ;  Obferva¬ 
tions  on  the  Flints  of  Chalk  Bedsj 
by  Dr.  Beddoes;  curious  and  iip. 
terefting  Experiments  and  Obfer- 
vations  on  the  Vegetation  of  Seeds, 
by  Mr.  Gough  ;  and  fome  valuable 
Meteorological  Obfervations,  col¬ 
lected  and  arranged  by  Dr.  Gar¬ 
net.  Dr.  Bardfley’s  Obfervations 
on  Canine  and  Spontaneous  Hydro¬ 
phobia,  with  the  relation  of  art  ex¬ 
traordinary  Cafe,  and  his  Remarks 
on  Medical  Writers  on  this  fubjedfy 
alio  merit  praife.  Of  the  remain¬ 
ing  articles  of  this  publication!,  fome 
will  be  found  in  the  preceding  de¬ 
partments  of  our  prefent  volume  * 
and  the  others,  which  are  partly 
on  economical  fubjefb,  and  partly 
to  be  referred  to  the  head  of  anti¬ 
quities,  will  not  be  thought  un¬ 
worthy  of  infertion  in  the  Memoirs 
•/ 

of  the  Society. 

The  example  of  Manchefter,  in 
forming  a  provincial  affociation  for 
promoting  the  interefts  of  fcience 
and  literature,  has  been  laudably 
followed  in  the  principal  city  of  the 
weft  of  England.  At  Exeter,  a  fo- 
ciety  of  gentlemen  have  combined 
their  talents  in  offering  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  a  volume  of  “  Effays,”  on  to¬ 
pics  chiefly  in  polite  literature  and 
critic ilm,  which  they  have  chofen 
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to  ufher  into  the  world  without  the 
names  of  the  authors.  We  have 
introduced  the  notice  of  it  in  this 
place,  on  account  of  the  fcientific 
papers  w'hich  it  includes.  Thefe 
are  fome  curious  and  novel  Obferva- 
tioiis  on  Light,  particularly  on  its 
Combination  and  Separation  as  a 
Chemical  Principle;  ingenious  Re^ 
flections  on  the  Compolition  and 
Decompofition  of  the  Atmofphere, 
as  influencing  Meteorological  Phe¬ 
nomena  ;  fome  curfory  Remarks  on 
the  prefent  State  of  Philofophy  and 
Science ;  and  an  EfTay  on  the  Iris, 
explaining  the  motions  and  effects 
of  that  membrane  on  the  pupil ; 
in  which,  contrary  to  the  com¬ 
mon  opinion,  the  author  maintains 
that  the  iris  is  in  its  aCtive  Rate 
when  the  pupil  is  dilated,  and  in 
its  pafiive  Rate  when  the  pupil  is 
contracted.  The  remaining  efiays 
are  mifcellaneous;  fome  hiftorical, 
fome  critical,  fome  poetical,  and 
fome  whimfical,  from  which  the 
reader  may  derive  information  and 
entertainment. 

During  the  prefent  year,  the 
Fourth  and  Fifth  volumes  of 
“  the  Repertory  of  Aits  and  Ma¬ 
nufactures,  confiding  of  original 
Communications,  &c.”  have*  been 
completed,  and  maintain  the 
fame  character  with  the  pre¬ 
ceding,  which  we  have  announc¬ 
ed  in  the  order  of  their  appear¬ 
ance. 

Among  the  publications  of  indi¬ 
viduals  in  natural  philofophv  we 
find  an  interefting  and  ufeful  work, 
in  3  vols.  entitled  “  the  Economy 
of  Nature  explained  and  illuftrated 
on  the  Principles  of  modern  Philo¬ 
fophy,  by  G.  Gregory,  D,  D.” 
Thefe  volumes  contain  a  pleating 
compendium  of  the  various  branches 
of  phyfical  knowledge,  for  the  ufe 
of  “  all  whofe  curiofity  would  lead 


them  to  take  a  general  furvey  of 
nature  —  for  all,  in  particular,  who 
wifli  to  underftand  the  elements  and 
principles  of  natural  hiftory  the 
materials  of  which  have  been  col¬ 
lected  with  much  diligence  and  care, 
digefled  and  arranged  with  judg¬ 
ment  and  perfpicuity,  and  cloathed 
in  popular  and  elegant  language. 
The  whole  work  is  divided  into 
ten  hooks,  fubdivided  into  chapters, 
which  treat  of  the  general  properties 
of  matter;  of  the  Nature  of  Fire;  of 
Light  and  Colours;  of  EleCtricity ;  of 
Air;  of  Mineral  Subftances,  and  the 
R ru Cl ure  of  the  Earth ;  of  Water ; 
of  Vegetables;  of  Animals,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  of  Man ;  and  of  the  Hu¬ 
man  Mind.  Thefe  volumes  are 
illuftrated  with  forty -fix  plates. 
“  The  Studies  of  Nature,  by  James 
Henry  Bernard  in  de  Saint-Pierre, 
tranftated  by  Henry  Hunter,  D.  D.” 
in  5.  vols.  with  5  plates,  will  like- 
wife  prove  an  acceptable  and  ufeful 
prefent  to  young  and  inquifitive 
minds.  Together  with  numerous 
ingenious,  intermixed  with  fome 
fanciful  theories,  they  contain  a 
large*fund  of  ftriking  phyfical  faCls, 
detailed  in  animated  and  poetic 
language,  and  applied  in  a  pleafing 
illuftration  of  the  arguments  for  an 
intelligent  firft  caufe,  and  Riper- 
intending  Providence,  and  in  a  re¬ 
futation  of  the  objections  drawn 
from  partial  views  of  the  works  of 
nature.  The  fifth  volume,  which 
is  fupplementary,  is  compofed  of  the 
much  admired  tale,  called  Paul  and 
Virginia,  and  a  fliort  piece  of  the 
fame  kind,  entitled  Arcadia.  Dr. 
James  Hutton’s  “  Theory  of  the 
Earth,  with  Proofs  and  Illuftra- 
tions,'’  in  2  volumes,  is  a  laborious 
attempt  to  fupport  the  doCtrines  re~ 
IpeCiing  the  origin  of  the  earth, 
&c.  which  were  originally  publiftied 
in  the  Tranfa&ions  of  the  Royal 
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Society  of  Edinburgh,  and  noticed 
in  our  RegiRer  for  the  year  1788, 
in  oppofition  to  the  objections  of 
Mr.  Kir  wan,  and  the  reafonings  of 
M.  De  Luc,  M.  SaufTu re,  and  other 
modern  geologiRs.  In  purfuing  his 
objedt,  he  is  bold  in  his  conjedtures 
and  hypothefes,  and  often  very  in¬ 
genious  in  arguing  from  the  fadts 
which  he  has  colledted  ;  but  we  can¬ 
not  yet  pronounce  him  fuccefsful  in 
eflablitliing  his  theory.  Mr,  King’s 

Remarks  concerning  Stones  faid 
to  have  fallen  from  the  Clouds,  both 
in  thefe  Days  and  in  ancient  Times.” 
difplay  no  fmall  portion  of  learning, 
and,  many  wicked  modern  philofo- 
phers  will  add,  no  fmall  portion  of 
credulity.  They  will  pronounce  his 
fadts  to  be  tricks  or  delufions  ;  and,' 
even  admitting:  for  the  fake ’of  the 
argument  their  pof&bility,  difpnte, 
With  tbfir  accuRomed  pertinacity, 

1  ^  ' 

the  theory  on  which  he  attempts  to 
account  for  Rich  marvellous  phe¬ 
nomena.  Mr.  Lyon’s  “  Ac  ount  of 
ieveral  new  and  intereRing  Pheno¬ 
mena,  difcovered  in  examining  the 
Bodies  of  a  Man  and  four  riorfes, 
killed  by  Lightning,  near  Dover,! 
in  Kent,”  details  fome  curious  cir-, 

cumftances,  worthy  the  attention. 

. '  * 

of  electricians ;  but  we  have  not 
been  able  to  difcover  that  the 
principles  on  which  he  endeavours 
to  explain  them,  are  more  fatif- 
fadlory  than  tliofe  of  the  Frank - 
linian  fchool.  Mr.  Bent’s  u  o-.ie- 
tcorological  Journals  of  the  Years 
1794  and  1795,  kept  in  London,” 
and  published  in  fe  pa  rate  treat  lies, 
are  equally  accurate  with  his.  former 
publications  ;  and  rendered  more 
extenlively  ufefui,  by  obfervations 
on  the  difeafes  of  each  month  in 
the  city  and  fuburbs,  and  remarks 
on  the  Rate  of  the  air,  vegetation, 
&c.  &c. 

* '  ■  >  k  1 1  k  ♦  •  » 

Our  next  lift,  that  of  articles  in 
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the  various  branches  of  C'hemiflry, 

It  u nu fu ally,  barren.  In  the  aerial 
department,  we  claim  the  right  of 
inferring  in  our  Catalogue  of  Do- 
meflic  Literature  Dr,  PrieRIey’a 
“  Experiments  and  Obfervations  re¬ 
lating  to  the  Analyfis  of  Atmofphe- 
rical  Air,  &:c.”  originally  printed 
in  the  Tranfadfions  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Philofophical  Society.  This 
Treatife  contains,  in  addition  to 
what  is  above  mentioned,  farther 
Experiments  relating  to  the  Gene¬ 
ration  of  Air  from  Water;  and 
considerations  on  the  Dodtrine  of 
Phlogifton,  and  the  Deco  mpo  fit  ion 
of  Water,  add  retted  to  Mettrs.  Ber- 
t ho] let,  De  la  Place,  and  other  emi¬ 
nent  French  chemiRs,  who  have 
been  the  mod  confpicuous  fupport- 
ers  of  the  fyftem  of  Favoitter.  The 
objedl  of  Dr.  Prieftley  is,  to  attign, 
additional  reafons  for  ad!  ering  to 
his  former  opinions,  nowithfland- 
ing  that  in  this  age  of  revolutionise 
phdofophical  as  well  as  civil,  he  is 
left  to  maintain  the  conteR  almoR 
alone  :  and,  by  propofing  new  ob¬ 
jections  to  the  .  French  tneory,  to 
invite  its  advocates  to  frefh  difcilf- 
fion,  which  “  perhaps  may  be  the 
means  of  bringing  out  fomething 
more  denttve  in  point  of  faH  or  of 
ar.--umev.il  than  .as  hitherto  appear-  / 
ed.”  This  work,  like  the  aumor’s 
former  difcuffions,  bears  the  marks 
of  unremitting  alR  uity,  and  is  tem¬ 
perate,  ingenuous,  and  candid.  Dr. 
Peart’s  u  3  flay  on  the  Compofition 
and  Properties  of  Water,”  may  be 
con  tide:  red  as  fupptementary  ro  his 
treariie  noticed  in  our  laR  volume, 
as  its  defign  is  partly  to  reiterate  his 
attack  on  the  dodtrines  of  M.  La- 
vottier,  and  partly  to  fuppor*  his 
former  work  in  apportion  to  the 
criticifms  of  different  reviewers.  We 
do  not  imagine,  however,  that  what 
he  has  farther  advanced  in  the  pub¬ 
lication  before  us  will  induce'either ' 

O  a  the 
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the  difciples  of  the  new  fchool  to 
pronounce  him  a  formidable  anta- 
gonift,  or  his  reviewers  to  alter  their 
verdiCt.  Dr.  Dicl^fon’s  “  Effavs  on 
Chemical  Nomenclature,  in  which 
are  comprehended  Observations  on 
the  fame  SubjeCt,  by  Richard  Kir- 
wan,  LL.D.  &c.”  is  intended  to 
Blew,  u  that  the  language  of  e.he- 
ftfiRry  is  not  e (Tent i ally  or  radically 
faulty;  that  it  is  capable  of  being 
reformed  without  being  new  mo¬ 
delled  ;  and  that  the  Ready  efta- 
fcliihment  and  judicious  augmenta¬ 
tion  of  the  ancient  nomenclature 
would  be  much  more  favourable  to 
the  advancement  of  fcience  than  the 
introduction  of  any  entire  fyflem  of 
flew  technical  names.”  Thefe  topics 
employ  the  author  in  eight  chap¬ 
ters,  in  which  he  difplays  fuch  in¬ 
genuity,  learning,  and  information, 

As  cannot  fail  to  render  his  work 
highly  ittterefting  even  to  thofe 
who  may  not  concur  with  him  in 
opinion.  The  laft  article  we  have 
to  mention  under  this  head,  and 
which  belongs  to  it  more  proper¬ 
ly  than  to  the  following,  is  M. 
Schmeifler’s  tranflation  from  the 
German  of  M.  Von  Uflar’s  “  Che- 
mico-phyfiological  Obfervations  on 
Plants';”  containing  fome  ingenious 
remarks  on  the  Rructure  and  eco¬ 
nomy  of  vegetables,  and  particu¬ 
larly  on  their  irritability,  which 
ferve  to  elucidate  thofe  curious  and 
interefting  fubjeCts. 

In  enumerating  the  publications 
of  the  year  in  Natural  Hi  Rory,  we 
have  to  announce  the  appearance  of 
the  I  Id  and  Hid  volumes  of  Mr. 
Levrin’s  fplendid  work  entitled  “the 
Biop,  of  Great  Britain  fyRematical- 
ly  arranged-*  &c.”  What  we  faid 
of  the  former  volume,  in  oilr  laR 
Regifier,  is  applicable  to  thofe  be¬ 
fore  us:  and  we  have  only  to  add, 
that  they  contain  a  great  variety 


ITERATURE. 

of  fpecies  too  numerous  to  be  de¬ 
tailed  by  us,  accompanied  with 
fourteen  plates  of  eggs.  “  The  Ca¬ 
binet  of  Quadrupeds,  confiRing  of 
highly-finiflied  Engravings,  by  Jas. 
Tookey,  and  PatonThompfon,  from 
elegant  Drawings,  by  Julius  Ibbet- 
fon,  R.  A.  many  of  them  Sketched 
from  the  Animals  in  their  native 
Climes,  with  hiRorical  and  feien- 
tific  Defcriptions,  by  John  Church, 
Surgeon,”  is  a  work  that  does  great 
credit  to  the  artiRs  employed,  and 
muR  recommend  itfelf,  from  its  ac¬ 
curacy  and  uncommon  elegance,  to 
all  lovers  of  natural  hiRory,  and  to 
all  men  of  tafte.  It  is  publiRied  in 
numbers,  the  whole  intended  to  a- 
mount  to  fifty ;  of  which  fix  have 
already  appeared,  each  confiRing  of 
two  plates,  and  feveial  pages  of 
beautiful  typography.  The  “  Syf- 
tem  of  Natural  HiRory,  adapted  for 
the  Infi  ruCtion  of  Youth,  in  the 
form  of  Dialogue,  originally  writ¬ 
ten  in  German  by  Profefior  Raff,  of 
Gottingen,  &c.”  is  drawn  up  in  a 
method  partly  familiar^  and  partly 
fcientific,  and  contains  much  im¬ 
portant  and  curious  information, 
particularly  on  the  fubjeCt  of  birds, 
infers,  and  quadrupeds.  It  is  ac¬ 
companied  with  twelve  engraved 
plates,  containing  a  great  variety  of 
figures ;  and  deferves  to  be  re¬ 
commended  as  an  introductory 
work,  proper  to  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  young  perfons,  to  create 
in  their  minds  a  relifh  for  the  more 
extended  and  ufeful  knowledge  to 
be  acquired  by\the  regular  Rudy 
of  the  fcience.  On  the  elegance  of 
the  tranflator’s  Ryle  we  have  little 
praife  to  beftow.  The  next  publi¬ 
cations  we  have  to  introduce  to  our 
readers  are  part  of  a  highly  fplendid 
work  published  under  the  patronage 
of  the  directors  of  the  EaR-Jndia 
company,  and  the  fuperintendance 
of  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  with  the  af- 

fifiance 
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fiftance  of  Dr.Ruffel;  which  pro- 
miles  to  do  great  honour  to  all  the 
pa  rties  concerned.  They  are  the 
1ft.  and  lid.  Fafciculi  of  “  Plants 
of  the  Coaft  of  Coromandel ;  feleht - 
ed  from  Drawings  and  Defcriptions 
prefented  to  the  Honourable  Court 
of  Diredtors,  & c.  by  William  Rox¬ 
burgh,  M.  D.”  This  work  is  to 
conlill  of  feledtions  from  five  hun¬ 
dred  drawings  made  by  Dr.  Rox¬ 
burgh,  while  carrying  into  execu¬ 
tion  a  plan  formed  by  Dr,  RulTd, 
and  approved  by  the  court  of  di¬ 
rectors  ;  and  from  MSS  and  fpeci- 
rnens  in  the  pofTefTion  of  the  prefi- 
dent  of  the  Royal  Society,  by  J.  G. 
Koeng,  a  pupil  of  Linnaeus,  who 
fpent  nearly  twenty  years  in  the 
diligent  fludv  of  the  natural  hiflory 
of  India.  Thefe  Fafciculi  contain 
fifty  beautiful  engravings.  The 
“  Introduction  to  Botany,  in  a 
Series  of  familiar  Letters,  with  illuf- 
trative  Engravings,  by  Prifcilla 
Wakefield,”  is  ingenioufly  adapt¬ 
ed  to  familiarize  the  firfl  prin¬ 
ciples  of  that  fcience  to  young 
minds,  and  to  excite  in  them  a  de- 
fire  to  become  acquainted  with  more 
comprehetifive  publications.  To  the 
local  botanical  ftudent,  the  follow¬ 
ing  work  will  prove  ufeful :  u  Hor- 
tus  Botanicus  Gippovicenfts  ;  or,  an 
Enumeration  of  the  Plants  culti¬ 
vated  in  Dr.  Coyte’s  botanical  Gar¬ 
den  at  Ipfwich,  in  the  County  of 
Suffolk  ;  a}fo  their  generic  Charac¬ 
ters  ;  Englifh  Names  ;  the  Natives 
of  Britain  particularized  ;  the  Ex¬ 
otics,  where  beft  preferved,  and  their 
Duration ;  with  opcaf|Qnal  botanical 
Obfervations.” 

Among  the  Agricultural  publica¬ 
tions  of  the  year  we  muff  clafs  the 
feveral  papers  in  the  “  Tran  fac¬ 
tions  of  the  Society  inilituted-  at 
Londop,  for  the  Encouragement 
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of  Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Com¬ 
merce,”  that  relate  to  planting,  em¬ 
banking  and  draining,  and  the  cul¬ 
ture  of  different  kinds  of  foil,  and 
to  machines  and  utenfils  adapted 
to  the  improvement  of  huff andry ; 
from  which  gentlemen  of  landed 
eftates,  and  the  practical  farmer, 
may  derive  ufeful  information. 
But  the  mofl  important  work  in 
this  department  is  Mr.  MarfhalPs 
u  Rural  Economy  of  the  Weft  of 
England,  including  Devonftiire,  and 
pa  rts  of  Somerfetfhire,  Dorfetfhire, 
and  Cornwall,  together  with  Mi¬ 
nutes  in  Practice,”  in  2  volumes. 
Thefe  volumes  are  part  of  the  au¬ 
thor’s  general  work,  with  the  na¬ 
ture  and  value  of  which  the  public 
are  diffidently  acquainted,  and  offer 
a  great  variety  of  remarks,  and  judi¬ 
cious  hints,  relating  to  farming,  and 
the  different  branches  of  rural  econo¬ 
my,  by  which  Britifii  huffandmen  in 
general,  and  the  cultivators  of  the  di- 
ftriCls  under  confideration  in  particu¬ 
lar,  may  greatly  profit;  and  for  which 
thofe  who  ftudy  agriculture  as  an 
amufement,  as  well  as  for  bufinefs, 
will  confider  themfelves  greatly  in¬ 
debted  to  him.  Dr.  Anderfon’s 
Hid  vol.  of  “  Effays  relating  to 
Agriculture  and  rural  Affairs,”  will 
alfo  be  received  with  pleafure,  as 
containing  a  mafs  of  well  digefted 
and  interefting  pradlical  informa¬ 
tion.  Thefe  effays  are  three  in 
number.  The  firft  is  on  the  ob- 
ftacles  to  the  advancement  of  agri¬ 
culture  in  England,  and  the  means 
of  removing  them.  The  fecond, 
is  divided  into  two  parts,  on  the 
improvement  of  wafte  lands,  by 
means  of  culture,  and  by  planting 
trees.  The  third  contains  hints  on 
the  economical  confumprion  of  the 
produce  of  a  farm.  To  the  whole 
lie  has  added  fome  curfory  remarks 
on  the  Corn  Laws  of  Great  Britain, 

O  3  in 
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in  which  he  is  the  more  concife,  as 
his  (entiments  nearly  coincide  with 
tho  e  of  Mr  Do  om,  already  no¬ 
ticed  by  us.  The  rreatife  entitled 
_  * 

<s  Foreign  Agriculture,  or,  a  n  EBay 
on  the  comparative  Advantages  of 
Oxen  for  Tillage,  in  Competition 
with  Horfes,  being  the  Refult  of 
practical  husbandry,  by  the  Cheva¬ 
lier  de  Mon  my,  &c,  feleCted  from 
Communications  in  the  French  Lan¬ 
guage,  with  additional  Notes,  byjohn 
Talbot  Dillon  Efq.”  recommends  a 
practice,  approved  of  and  encouraged 
by  fome  of  our  ableft  agriculturiffs, 
but  adds  nothing  to  the  information 
we  already  poflefs  on  the  fubjeCt. 
Dr.  Hunter's  “  Outlines  of  Agri¬ 
culture,”-  whatever  may  be  the  opi¬ 
nion  entertained  refpe&ing  the  truth 
of  his  chemical  principles,  and  the 
validity  of  the  arguments  bv  which 
he  endeavours  to  fupport  them,  offer 
fome  valuable  remarks  to  the  farmer 
who  will  take  the  trouble  of  think¬ 
ing  before  he  fows  his  feed  ;  and  his 
attention  is  alfo  due  to  a  little  trea- 
tife  entitled,  44  A  New  Method  of 
railing  Wheat  for  a  Series  of  Years 
on  the  fame  Land,  ’  pointing  out 
the  advantages  of  tranfplantations, 
publifhe.d  under  the  patronage,  if  it 
do  not  proceed  from  the  pen  of  the 
fame  public- fpirited  gentleman. *V- 
The  44  General  View  of  the  Agri¬ 
culture  of  the  County  of  Lancaster, 
with  Obfervations  on  the  Means  of 
its  Improvement,  drawn  up  for  the- 
Confideration  of  the  board  of  Agri¬ 
culture,  from  the  Communications 
of  Mr  John  Holt,  &c.  and  the  ad¬ 
ditional  Remarks  of  fevei  al  refpec- 
tabie  Gentlemen  and  Farmers  in  the 
County,”  has  been  published  in 
pm  (nance  of  a  refolution  recom¬ 
menced  to  the  board,  by  their  pre- 
fident,  Sir  John  Sinclair,  in  his  ad- 
drefs  on  the  29th  of  July  1794; 
the  fubftance  of  which  is  in  fated  in 


our  Regiffer  for  that  year.  That’ 
it  44  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  body 
of  men  to  obtain  perfection  in  fuch 
enquiries  at  once,  whatever  may  be 
their  views,  or  the  extent  or  the  vi¬ 
gour  of  their  exertions,”  the  candid 
reader  will  readily  admit.  But  he 
will  be  forced  to  admit  likewife, 
that  the  publication  before  us  bears 
evident  marks  of  hafte  and  inaccu¬ 
racy,  from  which  it  might  have 
been  preferved  by  the  proper  exer- 
cife  of  a  moderate  Blare  of  attention 
and  knowledge ;  and  he  will  lament 
that  it  is  rendered  lefs  convenient 
and  ufeful  than  is  certainly  definable, 
by  the  want  of  a  table  of  contents, 
andean  index.  But  notwithftanciing 
thefe  defeats,  he  will  find  that  it  con¬ 
tains  much  ufeful,  and  fome  curious 
and  interefiing  information;  parti¬ 
cularly  relating  to  the  culture  of 
potatoes,  the  improvement  of  modes, 
manures,  the  threfhing  machine, 
cow- keeping,  and  fome  branches  of 
horticulture,  which  will  recompenfe 
him  for  the  trouble  of  a  careful  per- 
ufal.  The  44  General  View  of  the 
Agriculture  of  the  County  of  Kent,” 
has  been  publifhed  under  the  fame 
aufpices  with  the  laft-mentioned 
work,  and  on  the  fame  plan  :  and 
although  we  cannot  pronounce  it 
free  from  fimilar  defeCfs  with  the 
preceding,  and  from  other  objec¬ 
tionable  parts,  particularly  where 
the  author  di fames  fubjeCts  in  polR 
tical  economy,  it  will  be  found, 
neverthelefs,  to  contain  much  ufeful 
information  for  the  practical  farmer. 
We  filial],  probably,  in  our  next  vo¬ 
lume,  have  to  announce  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  feveral  publications,  of  the 
fame  nature  with  the  two  laft 
mentioned,  as  the  Board  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  have  received  reports  of  fur- 
veys,  and  fubfequent  remarks  on 
thofe  reports,  from  molt  of  the 
counties  in  Great  Britain ;  which 
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are  intended,  the  greater  part  if  not 
the  whole  of  them,  to  be  committed 
to  the  prefs,  as  foon  they  are  deemed 
fit  for  publication.  Mr.  Kirkpatrick’s 
“  Account  of  the  Manner  in  which 
Potatoes  are  cultivated  and  preferv- 
ed,  and  the  Ufes  to  which  they  are 
applied  in  the  Counties  of  Lancaf- 
ter  and  Chefter,”  &c.  and  the  ano¬ 
nymous  44  Account  of  the  Culture 
of  Potatoes  in  Ireland,”  are  both 
the  evident  refults  of  confiderable 
experience,  deliver  their  directions 
with  great  perfpicuity  and  fimpli- 
city,  and  merit  the  attention  of  all 
cultivators  of  that  valuable  root. 
Air.  Lindley’s  44  Plan  for  an  Or¬ 
chard,  exhibiting  at  one  View,  a 
feleX  Quantity  of  Trees  fufficient  for 
planting  an  Acre  of  Land,  properly 
arranged  according  to  their  ufual 
fize  of  Growth,  and  Hardinefs  of 
Bearing,  Sec.  &c.”  will  be  ufeful  to 
thofe  who  with  to  lay  out  Inch  a 
plantation,  and  to  flock  it  with  the 
fpecies  and  varieties  that  may  afford 
fruit,  proper  for  the  table  and 
the  kitchen,  in  regular  fucceftion 
throughout  the  feaion. 

Among  the  publications  of  the 
year  which  belong  to  the  head  of 
Anatomy,  Surgery,  and  Medicine, 
we  meet  with  the  commencement 
of  a  work  which  has  excited  much 
curiofity  among  profeliional  men, 
and  promifes,  when  completed, 
to  prove  of  confiderable  impor¬ 
tance  to  the  interefls  of  Science.  It 
is  entitled,  44  a  Syffem  of  Compa¬ 
rative  Anatomy  and  Phyfiology,  by 
B.  Harwood,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  &c. 
Profeffor  of  Anatomy  in  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  Cambridge,  Sec.  i*afci- 
culus  I.”  quarto.  This  Fafcicu- 
lus  confifts  of  feventy-two  pages 
of  letter  prefs,  illuftrated  with 
fifteen  plates.  The  greater  part 
is  divided  into  fourteen  feXions, 
which,  befides  preliminary  matter 


explanatory  of  the  author’s  objeX 
in  the  work,  and  a  fhort  account 
of  the  brain  and  organs  of  fenfe, 
treat  of  the  olfaXory  organs  in 
man,  in  herbivorous  and  carnivo¬ 
rous  quadrupeds,  in  birds,  in  fillies, 
and  in  amphibia,  which  are  feve- 
rally  compared,  and  followed  by 
the  author’s  phyfiological  concia- 
fions.  In  thefe  feXions  Dr.  Har¬ 
wood  will  be  allowed  to  difplay 
much  ingenuity,  by  thofe  who  may 
not  in  every  inftance  be  entirely 
fatisfied  with  his  conclufions,  or 
with  the  plan  which  he  has  follow¬ 
ed.  The  remaining  part  of  the 
letter-prefs  is  employed  in  explain¬ 
ing  the  plates,  which  are  accurate, 
and  beautiful,  and  exhibit  various 
parts  of  the  ol factory  organs  in  va¬ 
rious  animals,  on  which  the  au¬ 
thor’s  reafonings  are  founded.  Mr. 
Davidfon’s  44  Obfervations  anato¬ 
mical,  phyfiological,  and  patholo¬ 
gical,  on  '  the  Pulmonary  Syftem, 
Sec.  tending  to  eftablifh.a  new  Pa¬ 
thology  of  the  Lungs,  &£,”  con¬ 
tain-  accounts  of  the  laudable  ex¬ 
ertions  of  an  ingenious  and  atten¬ 
tive  praXitioner  to  cure  pulmona¬ 
ry  haemorrhages  and  ulcerations, 
to  which  he  was  di reded  by  re¬ 
flexions  on  the  anatomy  and  phy  - 
liologv  of  the  parts,  and  which  in 
fome  ftriking  in  fiances  were  at¬ 
tended  with  extraordinary  fuccefs. 
Without  admitting  that  they  efta- 
blifli  the  author’s  new  fyftem,  we 
think  them  worthy  of  the  ferious 
notice  of  the  faculty,  as  well  as  the 
author’s  pharmaceutical  remarks 
in  the  appendix.  The  objeX  of 
Dr.  James  Hamilton,  junr.’s  44  Ob¬ 
fervations  on  the  Seats  and  Caufes 
of  Difeafes,  illuftrated  by  the  Dif- 
feXions  of  the  late  Profeffor  Mor¬ 
gagni,  of  Padua,  vol.  I.”  is  44  to 
retain  only  the  faXs  witneffed  by 
Morgagni,  or  his  preceptor  Val- 
falva^  or  that  feem  eftabliflied  on 
0  4  irnequi^ 
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unequivocal  authority;  to  new  ar¬ 
range  the  whole;  to  prefix  to  each 
colledion  of  cafes,  a  view  of  the 
general  fymptoms  and  feat  of  the 
Gifeafe;  and  to  add  obfervations 
on  the  caufes,  and  remarks  on  the 
hiftories  detailed/’  Such  a  plan, 
executed  with  the  attention  and 
judgment  which  the  volume  before 
us  difplays,  cannot  but  prove  ac¬ 
ceptable  aqd  ufeful  to  medical  prac¬ 
titioners.  The  next  work  which 
calls  for  our  notice  is  highly  fplen- 
did,  both  with  refped  to  the  typo¬ 
graphy  and  the  accompanying;  en¬ 
gravings.  It  is  entitled,  “  Obfer¬ 
vations  on  the  Mechanifm  of  the 
Horfe’s  Foot;  its  natural  Spring  ex- 
plaipedj  and  a  Mode  of  Shoeing  re¬ 
commended,  by  which  the  Foot  is 
defended  from  external  Injury, 
with  the  leaf!  Impediment  to  its 
Spring;  illuflrated  by  copper-plates : 
by  Strickland  Freeman,  Efq,”  The 
principal  value  of  this  work  ronfifis 
in  the  plates;  which,  although  they 
do  not  difplay  perfed  anatomical 
rep  refen  tatio  ns  of  the  horfe’s  foot, 
fuch  as  are  necefTary  for  a  perfon 
who  would  qualify  himfelf  for  cur¬ 
ing  the  difeafes  of  that  part,  yet 
will  be  found  ufeful  in  U1  uftrating 
that  method  offhoeing,  which  is  belt 
adapted  to  the  natural  form  and 
motion  of  the  animal.  But  the  ex- 
jpenfrve  fhape  in  which  the  work 
appears,  mult  render  its  circulation, 
among  thofe  who  would  chiefly  pro¬ 
fit  by  it,  veiy  reftricted. 

Mr.  Lara’s  44  Didionarv  of  Sur¬ 
gery,  or  the  young  Surgeon’s  Pocket 
Aiiiliant,”'  appears  to  have  been 
carefully  complied  from  approved 
and  ftandaid  works,  and  to  contain 
inch  practical  directions  as  will  be 
ufeful  tp  inexperienced  praditioners 
who  have  not  the  opportunity  of 
confuting  the  originals.  For  the 
tranflation  from  the  Spanifh  of  44  a 
new  Method  of  operating  for  the 


Femoral  Hernia,  by  Don  Antonia 
de  Gimberhat,  Surgeon  to  the  King 
of  Spain,  with  plates,”  the  Englifh, 
furgeon  is  indebted  to  Dr.  Beddoesj 
and  it  claims  his  attention  from  the 
fuccefs,  the  eafe,  and  convenience  to 
the  patient  with  which  it  has  been 
pradifed.  By  this  new  method, 
which  cannot  be  explained  without 
the  plates,  the  tranflator  aflerts  that 
the  patient,  will  infallibly  recover* 
To  the  original  work  Dr  Beddoes 
has  added  Queries,  refpeding  a 
fafer  mode  of  performing  inocula¬ 
tion  by  diluting  the  variolous  matter, 
and  the  life  of  mercury  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  certain  fevers.  Mr.  Home’s 
44  Pradical  Obfervations  on  the 
Treatment  of  Stridures  in  the  Ure¬ 
thra,”  contain  a  very  able  defence 
of  the  pradice,  originally  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  late  Mr.  Hunter,  of 
applying  cauftic  in  the  difeafe  above- 
mentioned,  with  improvements  in 
the  mode  of  ufing  it;  and  an  enu¬ 
meration  of  the  cafes  which  fatisfac- 
torily  eflablifh  the  propriety  and 
extenfive  utility  of  that  pradice. 
The  44  Dialogues  between  a  Pupil 
of  the  late  John  Hunter,  and  jefle 
Foot,  &c.”  are  intended  to  de¬ 
preciate  the  labours  and  charader 
of  the  former,  and  to  expofe  to 
ridicule  fome  of  the  opinions  and 
reafonings  of  Dr.  Darwin,  in  which 
he  has  concurred  with  Mr.  Hunter. 
rl  hey  are  not  to  be  commended  for 
the  modefty  or  liberality  which  they 
difplay ;  and  abound  in  afiertions 
more  than  appeals  to  fads.  44  The 
Hiffory  of  the  Inoculation  of  the 
Small  Pox  in  Great  Britian,  compre¬ 
hending  a  Review  of  all  the  Publi¬ 
cations  on  the  Subjed,  with  an  ex¬ 
perimental  Enquiry  into  the  relative 
Advantages  of  every  Meafure  which 
has  been  deemed  necefTary  in  the 
Procefs  of  Inoculation,  by  Wiiliam 
Woodviile,  M.  D.  Phyfician  to  the 
Small  fox  and  Inoculation  Hof  pi - 

tals. 
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tals,”  in  2  Vols.  is  a  work  which 
the  well-known  abilities  and  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  author,  and  his  pro- 
feflional  fituation  peculiarly  quali¬ 
fied  him  to  undertake  ;  and  which 
cannot  fail  of  proving  highly  in- 
terefting  to  medical  men,  and  ge¬ 
neral  readers.  “  The  Inoculator, 
or  Suttonian  Syftem  of  Inoculation, 
fully  fet  forth  in  a  plain  and  fami- 
jiar  manner,  by  Daniel  Sutton, 
Surgeon, ’*  contains  many  ufeful 
and  important  practical  obferva- 
tions,  which  merit  the  attention  of 
profeflionai  men ;  but  not  unmixed 
with  affections  and  opinions  that 
will  not  be  implicitly  received  in  the 
prelent  ftate  of  knowledge  upon 
the  fubjeCt.  Mrs.  Stephens’s  “  Do- 
meftic  Midwife,  or  the  belt  Means 
of  preventing  Danger  in  Child- 
Birth,”  contains  fimple  and  plain 
directions  on  the  fubjeCt,  which  file 
appears  to  have  derived  from  an 
acquaintance  with  the  belt  writers 
on  the  obftetric  art,  united  with  ex¬ 
perience.  We  cannot  fay  that  file 
is  very  liberal  in  her  reflections  on 
male  practitioners.  Mr.  Sheldrake’s 
46  Obfervations  on  the  Caufes  of 
Diftortions  of  the  Legs  of  Children, 
and  the  Confequences  of  the  perni¬ 
cious  Means  generally  ufed  with  the 
Intention  of  curing  them,  &c.” 
offer  many  remarks  and  reafonings 
that  are  entitled  torefpeCtful  notice; 
but  with  refpeCt  to  the  particulars 
of  his  own  method  of  cure  (in 
many  instances,  we  doubt  not,  very 
efficacious)  he  is  not  very  commu¬ 
nicative.  The  “  Complete  Dicti¬ 
onary  of  Farriery  and  Horfeman- 
fhip,  &c.  compiled  from  the  belt 
Authors,  by  J.  Hunter,  Veterina¬ 
rian, ”  is  a  work  of  confiderable 
merit ;  and,  from  the  freedom  with 
which  the  author  has  feleCted  ma¬ 
terials  from  Wallis’s  Farrier’s  Dicti¬ 
onary,  may  be  recommended  as  an 
improvement  of  that  once  popular 
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treatife.  Mr.  Taplin’s  “  Compen¬ 
dium  of  practical  and  experimental 
Farriery,  &c.”  mav  a lfo  be  recom* 
mended  as  containing  much  va¬ 
luable  advice  with  refpeCt  to  the 
treatment  of  the  generous  and  ufeful 
horfe. 

In  our  Regifler  for  the  year  1794, 
we  introduced  to  our  readei-s  the  firft 
volume  of  Dr,  Darwin’s  very  ingeni¬ 
ous  and  entertaining  work  entitled 
“  Zoonomia,  or  the  Laws  of  Orga- 
ncic  Life.”  During  the  prefent  year 
he  has  publiflied  a  fecond  volume, 
which  completes  his  plan,  and  con¬ 
tains  the  practical  application  of  the 
principles  before  laid  down.  It  is 
divided  into  two  parts;  the  former 
containing  a  catalogue  of  difeafes 
difti  muted  according  to  their  proxi¬ 
mate  caufes,  with  their  fubfequent 
01  dei  s,  genera,  and  fpecies,  and 
with  their  methods  of  cure:  and 
the  latter,  the  article  of  the  materia 
medica,  with  an  account  of  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  medicine.  The  fame 
extenfive  information,  depth  of 
thought,  acutenefs,  and  originality 
are  diiplayed  in  the  prefent,  as 
were  fo  confpicuous  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  volume  ;  and  thofe  of  his  read¬ 
ers  who  may  not  coincide  with  the 
author  in  his  fyftem  of  medical  phi- 
lofophy,  will,  never  the  left,  acknow¬ 
ledge  themfelves  indebted  to  him 
foi  a  huge  (hare  of  entertainment, 
and  many  valuable  practical  direc¬ 
tions.  Dr.  Duncan’s  “  Medical 
Commentaries  for  the  Year  1-794 
&c.”  and  “  for  the  Year  1795,  &c!” 
like  the  preceding  volumes  of  that 
well-known  work,  contain  ufeful 
analytes  of  feveral  modern  publica¬ 
tion,'-,  and  a  vaiiety  of  obfervations 
reflections,  and  curious  faCts,  which 
will  contribute  to  the  extenfion  of 
medical  knowledge.  The  collec¬ 
tion  of  “  Medical  Extracts,  on  the 
Nature  of  Health,  with  practical 
Obfervations,  &c.  by  a  Friend  to 

Improve- 
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Improvements,  in  3  vols.”  confifts 
of  a  variety  of  facts  and  opinions, 
from  modern  writers,  not  injudici- 
oufly  fele&ed  and  arranged ;  and 
intended  to  contribute  to  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  a  new  and  philofophi- 
cal  practice  of  phyfic,  on  the  bafis 
of  the  pneumatic  chemiftry  in  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  Brunonian  theory. 
Dr.  Sinnot’s  44  Obfervations  tend¬ 
ing  to  (hew  the  Mifmanagement  of 
the  Medical  Department  of  the 
Army,  with  a  View  to  trace  the 
Evils  to  their  Source,  &c.”  and 
Mr.  Somerville’s  44  Memoir  on  the 
Medical  Arrangements  neeeftary  to 
be  obferved  in  Camps,  &c.”  both 
contain  important  and  ufeful  mat¬ 
ter,  worthy  the  ferious  notice  of 
government,  of  military  officers,  and 
of  the  gentlemen  who  compofe  the 
army  medical  etlablifhment,  Dr, 
Fordyce’s  44  Second  Diftertation  on 
Fever,  containing  the  Hiftory  and 
Method  of  Treatment  of  a  regular 
Tertian  Intermittent,”  as  the  reader 
will  conclude  from  the  known  abi¬ 
lities  of  the  author,  offers  fome 
pradlical  obfervations  by  which  me¬ 
dical  ftudents  may  be. benefited  ;  hut 
neither  fo  novel,  nor  fo  important  as 
we  are  led  to  expect  from  the  conti¬ 
nuation  of  his  feries  of  Treatifes 
on  Fever.  Dr.  Carmichael  Smith’s 
44  Defcription  of  the  jail  Diftemper, 
as  it  appeared  among  the  Spanifh 
jPrifoners,  at  Winchefter,  in  the 
year  1780,  with  an  Account  of  the 
JVDans  employed  for  curing  that  Fe¬ 
ver,”  and  his  44  Account  of  the 
Experiments  made,  at  the  Defire  of 
the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  tjie  Ad¬ 
miralty,  on  board  of  the  Union 
Flofpital  Ship,  to  determine  the 
EfFebt  of  the  Nitrous  Acid  in  de- 
ftroying  Contagion,  &c.”  will  be 
deemed  valuable  by  medical  men, 
on  account  of  the  fuccefsful  methods 
they  exhibit  of  flopping  the  ravages 
®f  a  very  infectious  and  fatal  difor- 
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der.  But  the  author’s  Theory  cdT 
Contagion,  'in  the  fir fF  of  the  above- 
mentioned  publications,  in  which  he 
eonfiders  all  fever  of  the  jail  kind 
to  originate  in  putrefaction,  will 
not  be  admitted  without  farther  evi¬ 
dence  of  its  truth  than  what  the  au- 
thor  has  hitherto  produced.  Dr*. 
Paterfon,  in  his  44  Remarks  on 
fome  of  the  Opinions  of  Dr.  Ruth* 
refpeCfing  the  Yellow  Fever  which 
prevailed  in  Philadelphia  in  1793,” 
oppofes  the  reafonings  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  phyfician  intended  to  illuftrate 
the  remote  and  proximate  caufes  of 
that  terrible  diftemper,  and  con¬ 
demns  the  adventrous  means" 
made  ufe  of  by  him  in  its  cure. 
But  we  cannot  pronounce  his  argu¬ 
ments  fufhciently  powerful  to  over¬ 
throw  Dr.  Riifh’s  theory,  or  to 
induce  the  medical  world  to  rejeCF 
his  practice.  Mr.  Bryce,  in  his 
44  Account  of  the  Yellow  Fever, 
with  a  fuccefsful  Method  of  Cure," 
deferibes,  with  much  perfpicuity, 
the  progrefs  of  that  difeal'eon  board 
the  Bufbridge  Eaft  Indiaman,  dur¬ 
ing  her  voyage  from  England  to 
Madras  and  Bengal,  in  the  year 
1792.  His  mode  of  treatment, 
confiding  chiefly  in  evacuating  the 
contents  of  the  abdominal  vifeera 
by  large  dofes  of  calomel,  either 
given  by  itfelf,  or  joined  with  other 
powerful  cathartics,  nearly  coincides 
with  that  of  Dr.  Ruth.  Dr.  Falco¬ 
ner’s  44  Obfervations  refpeCting  the 
Pulfe,  intended  to  point  out  with 
greater  Certainty,  the  Indications 
which  it  fignifies,  efpecially  in  Fe- 
verifti  Complaints,”  are  ingenious 
and  interefting ;  and  the  tables 
which  he  has  formed,  by  which  to 
judge  of  fymptoms  from  the  propor¬ 
tion  which  the  accelerated  pulfe 
hears  to  the  natural,  are  the  refulls 
of  much  experience  and  attention. 
Should  they  not  be  thought  appli¬ 
cable  to  all  cafes  that  may  occur, 
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fliev  will,  neverfheleft,  in  a  oreat 
•  '  4  7  £> 

variety  of  i nuances,  afford  defirable 
affi  fiance  to  the  practitioner. — 
Dr.  caver  Walker’s  “  Treatife 
on  Nervous  Difeafes,  &c.”  is  a 
fenfxble  and  well  written  perform¬ 
ance,  in  which  the  author  ap¬ 
proaches.  perhaps,  as  nearly  to  pre- 
cifion  as  can  be  expected,  in  de- 
fcribing  the  caufes  of  fuch  varied 
and  complicate  maladies.  The  me¬ 
thods  of  cure  which  he  prefcribes, 
appear  to  be  dictated  by  judgment, 
are  recommended  with  modefty.  and 
'merit  being  brought  to  the  t eft  of 
repeated  experiment.  Dr.  Latham’s 
brief  treatife  “  on  Rheumatifm 
and  Gout,'’  is  intended  to  prove 
that  thofe  difeafes  are  not  inflam¬ 
matory,  but  occafioned  by  obftruc- 
tions  in  the  lymphatic  fyftem.  Whe¬ 
ther  this  theory  materially  differ 
from  that  commonly  received,  we 
leave  his  brethren  of  the  profeffion 
to  judge ;  and  refer  them  to  his 
pamphlet  for  the  means  of  cure 
which  he  prescribes.  Mr.  Pater- 
fon’s  “  Treatife  on  the  Scurvy, 
&c.”  if  it  fhould  not  be  thought  to 
contain  any  new  information  re- 
f peeling  the  nature  of  that  difeafe, 
deferves  the  attention  of  the  faculty 
from  the  fuccefs  with  which  the  au¬ 
thor  appears  to  have  ufed  a  new 
medicine  for  its  cure,  during  his 
practice  as  a  furgeon  in  the  royal 
navy.  That  medicine  conflfts  of  a 
f'olution  of  nitre  in  vinegar.  For 
the  proportions  of  the  mixture,  and 
the  manner  of  ufing  it,  we  muff  re¬ 
fer  to  the  work  itlelf.  Dr.  Reid’s 
^  Directions  for  warm  and  cold 
Sea  Bathing,  with  Obfervations  on 
their  Application  and  Effects  in  dif¬ 
ferent  Difeafes,”  offer  fome  ufeful 
practical  advice  upon  the  fubjeCt, 
but  nothing  lufficiently  new  or  im¬ 
portant  to  be  more  particularly  no¬ 
ticed.  Dr.  Fothergill’s  u  Effay  ©n 
tiie  Abufe  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  be¬ 


ing  an  Attempt  to  exhibit,  in  its  ge¬ 
nuine  Colours,  its  pernicious  EffeCts 
upon  the  Property,  Health,  and 
Morals  of  the  People,”  &c.  is  ably 
written,  and  excellent  in  its  tenden¬ 
cy  and  deferves  to  be  circulated 
among  ail  chiles  and  defrriptionft 
in  the  community.  Dr.  Buchan’s 
u  Obfervations  concerning  the  Pre¬ 
vention  and  Cure  of  the  Venereal 
Difeafe,”  are  intended,  like  his  ci¬ 
ther  well-known  productions,  to 
offer  familiar  and  practical  advice  on 
the  fubjeCt  which  he  has  chofen  to 
difeufk.  But  of  all  the  difeafes  to 
which  mankind  are  fubjeCt,  there  is 
fcarcely  any  one  in  which  it  can  be 
more  dangerous  for  the  patient  to 
attempt  to  become  his  own  phyfi- 
cian,  even  with  the  help  of  "the 
doctor’s  fage  inftruCHons,  than  in 
the  venereal.  Its  fymptoms  are  in¬ 
finitely  various,  fo  as  frequently  to 
perplex  the  abieft  profefiional  men- 
and  the  principal  medicine  employ¬ 
ed  in  its  cure,  may  produce  the  mod 
baneful  effeCts,  from  miftakes,  a- 
gainft  which  the  authors  directions 
aie  very  infufficient  to  guard  the  ig¬ 
norant  and  unwary.  Mr.  Good’s 
“  Hiitory  of  Medicine,  to  far  as  it 
relates  to  the  Profeffion  of  an  Apo¬ 
thecary,”  &c.  is  principally  intended 
to  imprefs  on  the  public  mind  a 
fenfe  of  the  evils  which  muff  arife 
to  fociety,  from  the  encroachments 
which  chemifts  and  druggifts  have 
of  late  made'  “  on  the  profeffion  of 
the  apothecary,  by  vending  phar¬ 
maceutic  preparations,  and  com¬ 
pounding  the  preferiptions  of  phy- 
ficians.”  To  remedy  this  evil,  it 
appears  that  a  number  of  apothe¬ 
caries  have  entered  into  an  affocia- 
tion,  the  objeCt  of  which  is  to  ob¬ 
tain  from  the  legifiature  ««  a  com¬ 
petent  jurifdiCtion  in  the  profeffion 
itfelf  to  regulate  its  praCIice,  and  to 
reft  rain  ignorant  and  unqualified 
perfons  from  praClifing  at  all”. — , 

At 
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At  their  requeft  this  hiftory  is  pub- 
Jifhed  ;  which,  although  it  be  not  a 
very  complete  or  argumentative  pro- 
du<ftion,  bears  marks  of  ability,  and 
contains  much  curious  information. 
Mr.  Bradney,  in  his  44  Mureplolo- 
gia,  or  the  Art  of  the  Apothecary 
t raced  up  to  its  original  Source  in 
Hiftory,  and  the  Antiquity  and 
Confequence  of  the  Druggifts,  &c.” 
turns  the  tables  upon  the  apotheca¬ 
ries,  in  a  ft  rain  of  lively  remark  ra¬ 
ther  than  of  weighty  argument,  and 
warmly  oppofes  any  medical  reform 
that  would  preclude  druggifts  from 
the  right  of  making  up  phyftcians> 
prefcriptions.  The  44  Hints  on  the 
propofed  Medical  Reform,”  are 
written  with  ability,  and  are  intend¬ 
ed  to  juftify  the  object  of  the  above- 
mentioned  aftbciation.  Whatever 
may  be  thought  of  the  author’s  fuc- 
cefs  with  rt fpe£t  to  his  principal  point, 
bis  Hints  deferve  the  attention  of 
the  refpe&ive  parties  concerned.  It 
is  proper  to  add  in  this  place,  that  a 
petition  from  the  aftociated  apothe¬ 
caries  has  been  delivered  to  parlia¬ 
ment  during  the  prefent  year,  and 
that  their  prayer  has  been  rejected. 
Dr.  Graves’  u  Pocket  Confpedlus  of 
the  new  London  and  Edinburgh 
Pharmacopoeias,  See.”  is  a  judicious 
and  ufeful  compilation,  for  which 
young  and  inexperienced  practi¬ 
tioners  are  much  indebted  to  the 
author.  Dr.  Wilfon’s  44  Experi¬ 
mental  Eftay  on  the  Manner  in 
which  Opium  acts  on  the  living 
Animal  Body,”  does  credit  to  the 
author’s  ingenuity,  and  diligence  of 
inveftigation,  but  adds  little  that  is 
definite  and  certain  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  we  before  poflefied  on  that 
fuujet.  The  “  Difiertation  on  ke- 
fpi  ration*  t  ran  dated  from  the  Latin 
of  Dr.  Menzies,  with  Notes,  by 
Charles  Sugrue,”  contains. a  num¬ 
ber  of  ingenious  and  important  ex¬ 
periments,  intended  to  'ascertain  the 
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quantity  of  air  ufualiy  taken  in  at 
each  refpiration,  and  the  quantity 
of  heat  generated  in  the  lungs  dur¬ 
ing  the  fame  procefs;  together  with 
conclufions  which,  by  tending  to 
throw  light  on  the  functions  of  fo 
important  an  organ,  may  ultimately 
lead  the  wav  to  remedies  for  its  moft 
obftinate  difeafes.  The  laft  article 
which  we  have  to  mention  in  this 
department,  is  entitled,  64  Medical 
Cafes  and  Speculations,  including 
Parts  IV.  and  V.  of  Confiderations 
on  the  Medical  Powers  and  the  Pro¬ 
duction  of  Factitious  Air,  by  Thomas 
Beddoes,  M.  D,  and  James  Watt,  En¬ 
gineer.”  This  publication,  which  the 
editor  obferves  is  intended  to  be  the 
laft  of  the  feries,  contains  farther 
linking  evidence  of  thp  efficacy  of 
pneumatic  medicine,  and  of  the  lau¬ 
dable  zeal,  attention,  aqd  becoming 
diffidence  with  which  enquiries  have 
been  prosecuted,  that  promife  to 
lead  to  material  improvements  ip 
the  healing  art. 

The  firft  work  which  calls  for 
attention  in  our  next  department  is, 
the  Illd.  volume  of  the  44  Hiftory 
of  Greece,  by  William  Mitford, 
Efq.”  In  our  Regifters  for  the 
years  1784,  and  1790,  in  which 
the  Ift.  and  lid.  volumes  of  this 
hiftory  were  introduced  to  our 
readers,  they  will  find  our  opinipft 
fo  fully  exprefted,  relative  to  its 
character  as  a  narrative  of  faefts, 
and  its  merits  as  a  compofitioii 
(which  in  both  refpeefts  is  applicable 
to  that  before  us)  that  we  ihajl  com 
tent  ourfelves  with  laying  before 
them  a  brief  fyllabus  of  what  they 
may  expert  to  meet  with  in  this  part 
of  the  continuation  of  our  author’s 
plan,  and  chiefly  in  his  own  words. 
The  volume  commences  with  the 
twenty. firft  chapter,  which  com¬ 
prizes  the  hiftory  of  Athens  from 
the  conciufion  of  the  Peloponnefiap 

wap, 
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'War,  and  the  eflablifhment  of  the 
fupreme  council  of  thirty,  common¬ 
ly  called  the  thirty  Tyrants,  to  the  re- 
floration  of  the  democracy  by  Thra- 
fybulus.  The  twentv-fecond  chap¬ 
ter  confifts  of  ill  nitrations,  from  the 
orators  and  philofophers,  of  the 
civil  hiftery  of  Athens  and  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  Athenian  people,  be¬ 
tween  the  ages  of  Pericles  and  De- 
mofthenes ;  with  a  fummary  view 
of  the  rife  of  philo'fophy  and"  litera¬ 
ture  in  Greece.  The  twenty-third 
xletails  thetranfadions  of  the  Greeks 
in  Alia  and  Thrace,  from  the  con- 
clulion  of  the  Peloponnefian  war,  in 
which  Perfla  was  the  ally  of  Lace¬ 
daemon,  to  the  renewal  of  war  be  • 
tween  Lacedaemon  and  Perl! a  ;  in¬ 
cluding  minute  particulars  of  the 
famous  retreat  of  the  ten  thoufand. 
In  the  twenty -fourth  chapter  we 
are  prefented  with  the  hiftery  of 
Lacedaemon  from  the  reiteration  of 
the  Athenian  democracy,  and  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Greeks  in  Alia  from 
the  renewal  of  war  between  Lace¬ 
daemon  and  Perfia,  ’till  the  recall  of 
Agefilaus  from  Alia,  in  confequence 

of  renewed  war  within  Greece.  In 
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the  twenty-fifth  we  have  an  account 
of  the  affairs  of  Greece,  and  of  the 
tranfa&ions  of  the  Greeks  in  Alia, 
from  the  effabliffiment  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  confederacy  againft  Lacedae¬ 
mon,  to  the  treaty  beeween  Lace¬ 
daemon  and  Perfia,  and  the  re- 
eftablifhment  of  the  Lacedemonian 
power  in  Greece,  through  the  ge¬ 
neral  peace  dictated  in  the  king  of 
Perfia’s  name,  commonly  called  the 
peace  of  Antalcidas.  The  twenty- 
fix  th  chapter  continues  the  hiftery 
of  the  affairs  of  Greece,  from  the 
peace  of  Antalcidas  ’till  the  de- 
preffion  of  the  Lacedaemonian  power 
and  the  elevation  of  Thebes  to  fu- 
premacy  among  the  Grecian  re¬ 
publics,  by  the  battle  of  LeuCIra ; 
and  the  twenty-feventh,  from  that 
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event  to  the  failure  of  the  attempt 
to  extend  the  Theban  fupremacy 
over  Greece,  through  fupport  from 
Perfia.  In  the  twenty-eighth  chap¬ 
ter,  which  is  the  lafl  in  this  volume, 
and  proportionably  long,  as  the 
events  which  it  includes, are  impor¬ 
tant,  the  author  proceeds  with  the 
hiftory  of  Greece  from  the  failure 
of  the  attempt  of  Thebes  to  efiablilh 
her  fupremacy  through  the  aid  of 
Perfia,  until  the  deprelfion  together 
of  the  ariltecratical  and  democrati- 
cal  interefts,  and  the  diffolution  of 
the  ancient  fyftem  of  Grecian  con¬ 
federacy,  through  the  event  of  the 
battle  of  Mantinea ;  concluding 
with  curious  and  interefling  me¬ 
morials  of  Xenophon  (i  the  fol- 
dier — philofopher — author,  who  has 
been  his  conductor,  through  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  nearly  half  a  century,  among 
thofe  tranfa&ions  in  which  he  was 
himfelf  an  adter.” 

In  our  Regifter  for  the  year  1 792, 
we  announced  the  appearance  of 
Effays  feledled  from  the  Iff.  and  lid. 
volumes  of  the  u  AfiaticRefearches,* 
entitled  “  Dilfertations  and  mifcel- 
laneous  Pieces,  relating  to  the  Hif¬ 
tory  and  Antiquities,  the  Arts,  Sci¬ 
ences,  and  Literature  of  Alia,”  in 
2  vols.  In  the  fame  work  we  intro¬ 
duced  to  our  readers  the  the  Illd. 
volume  of  the  inftrydlive  and  in- 
terefting  labours  of  the  Bengal  So¬ 
ciety.  From  this  fource,  chiefly, 
the  conductors  of  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  feledions  have,  during  the 
prefent  year,  derived  materials  for 
a  Illd.  volume  of  their  work,; 
which  cannot  fail  of  being  an  accept¬ 
able  prefent  to  the  public,  fince  the 
original,  from  its  fcarcity,  can  be 
but  in  few  hands,  and  flnce  the  pa¬ 
pers  which  it  contains  ferve  to  throw 
confiderable  light  on  the  hilteries  of 
nations,  their  manners  andcufloms, 
arts  and  literature.  In  addition  to 
thefe  extracts,  this  volume  is  en¬ 
riched- 
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inched.  with  Sir  William  Jones’s 
learned  and  elegant  preface  to  the. 
Inftitntes  of  Hindu  Law,  noticed 
by  us  under  a  preceding  head,  and 
Sir  John  Shore’s  Eulogium  on  the 
Life  and  Writings  of  that  celebrated 
and  much  lamented  Character. 

The  44  Hiftorv  of  Great  Britain 
from  the  Death  of  Henry  VIII.  to 
the  Acceffion  of  James  VI,  of 
Scotland  to  the  Crown  of  Eng¬ 
land,  being  a  Continuation  of  Dr. 
Henry’s  Hiftorv  of  Great  Britain, 
and  written  on  the  fame  Plan,  by 
James  Petit  Andrews,  F.  S.  A. 
Vol.  I.”  is  a  work  which  cannot 
fail  of  being  acceptable  to  the  pub¬ 
lic.  Of  the  peculiar  advantages  of 
Dr.  Henry’s  plan,  and  the  impor¬ 
tance  and  Value  of  his  labours,  we 
have  had  repeated  opportunities  of 
giving  our  opinion ;  and  that  of 
the  public  was  abundantly  afcer- 
tained,  by  the  reception  which  his 
volumes  met  with,  ftiil  more  flatter¬ 
ing  and  encouraging  as  he  proceed¬ 
ed  in  his  defign,  and  by  the  uni- 
verfal  regret  that  he  did  not  live  to 
complete  it.  Mr.  Andrews,  who 
ibme  time  after  the  author’s  death 
announced  his  infentibn  of  con¬ 
tinuing  his  hiftory,  afforded  fa- 
tisfadlory  evidence  of  his  qualifi¬ 
cations  for  fuch  an  undertaking, 
by  the  induffry,  accuracy,  and 
judgment  difplayed  in  the  two 
parts  of  the  firft  volume  of  his 
44  Hiffory  of  Great  Britain  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Chronology  of 
Europe,”  &c.  noticed  in  our  Re- 
gifter  for  the  years  1794  and  1795. 
And  in  the  work  before  us  thefe 
qualifications  have  been  called 
forth  into  exercife,  in  a  manner 
highly  honourable  to  the  author, 
and  highly  gratifying  to  the  reader. 
Equ  al  induftrv  with  his  predecef- 
for  Mr.  Andrews  was  not  obliged 
to  exert ;  as  his  continuation  re¬ 
lates  to  a  period,  when  the  revival 


of  learning,  and  the  invention  oJf 
tiie  art  of  printing  had  confiderably 
diffipateu  the  obfcurity  in  which 
the  fadts  relating  to  earlier  times 
had  been  involved,  and "  greatly 
multiplied  the  fources  of  genuine 
information.  From  this  circum- 
fiance,  however,  he  has  been  en¬ 
abled  to  introduce  a  greater  variety 
of  entertainment  into  his  work  : 
and,  in  the  accuracy  and  preci- 
fion  With  which  he  has  afcertained 
and  combined  his  numerous  parti¬ 
culars,  the  impartiality  and  perfpi- 
c.uity  with  which  he  has  related 
them,  and  the  liberal  fpirit  which 
he  difcovers,  he  has  fhewn  himfelf 
not  unworthy  to  tread  in  the  Heps 
of  our  veteran  hiftorian,  while 
he  has  excelled  him  in  the  re-* 
commendatory  graces  of  ftyle  and 
language.  In  no  inftance  has  Mr. 
Andrews  departed  from  Dr.  Henry’s 
method,  excepting  by  adding  a 
new  article  under  the  fedtion  of 
Commerce,  on  the  fubjedt  of  in¬ 
ventions  and  improvements,  and 
a  copious  index,  44  a  neceffary  ap¬ 
pendage  to  hiffory,  although  often 
negledted  by.  the  hiftorian  as  too 
mechanical  a  talk.” 

The  next  article  which  we  Ill  all 
introduce  in  this  place  is  of  lingu¬ 
lar  importance,  both  as  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  documents  for  future  hif- 
torians  of  this- country,  relative  to 
a  moff  interefting  period,  and  as 
affording  contemporary  readers  af- 
ftftance  44  in  judging  ieifurely  and 
deliberately,  how  tar  what  has  been 
afferted  by  the  contending  parties” 
on  the  prefent  awful  political  fcene 
44  is  true,  and  how  far  the  effential 
interefts  of  the  comiitution  are  in¬ 
volved”  in  the  principal  meafures 
which  have  been  adopted.  It  is 
entitled  44  the  Hiftorv  of  two  Adis, 
an  Adi  for  the  Safety  and  Prefer- 

J 

vation  of  his  Majefty's  Perfon  and 
Government  againlt  trealbriabieaud 

feditious 
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Seditions  Praftiqes-  and  Attempts, 
and  an  Aft  for  the  more  effectually 
preventing  feditious  Meetings  and' 
Affemblies,  &c.”  In  order  to  ren¬ 
der  this  work  complete  in  point 
of  authority  and  utility,  it  was 
“  thought  neceffary  to  colieft  from 
the  papers  on  both  tides,  every  do¬ 
cument  and  evidence  of  a  public  or 
private  nature,  which  Teemed  to  tend 
in  any  important  degree  to  throw  a 
Jight  upon  the  afts,  their  meaning 
and  confequence,  or  upon  the  fiate 
of  the  public  mind  refpefting  them. 
The  debates  in  parliament  it  was  e- 
fpecially  incumbent  to  give  at  great 
length  and  from  the  befi  authorities. 
The  different  reports  of  them  have 
accordingly  been  carefully  compar¬ 
ed,  that  the  fentiments  of  the  feve- 
ral  fpeakers  might  be  as  correftly 
afcertained  as  the  circnmRances  of 
the  cafe  will  admit.  The  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  feveral  counties,  cities, 
towns,  boroughs,  and  other  affocia- 
tions,  are  derailed  from  the  attefted 
accounts  of  the  parties,  collated  with 
each  other.”  Such  are  the  contents 
of  this  hiRory  in  the  language  of  the 
editor;  and  our  readers  will  natu-. 
rally  conclude,  and  they  will  do  fo 
very  juftly,  that  it  will  lupply  them 
With  a  mat's  of  very  valuable  and 
curious  information.  Prefixed  to 
this  work  we  meet  with  Remarks  on 
the  State  of  Parties,  and  of  Public 
Opinion  during  the  Reign  of  his 
prefent  Majefty,  which  are  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  a  vigorous,  well-inform¬ 
ed,  and  difpafiionate  mind  ;  and  to 
the  whole  are  added  an  Appendix 
and  Index.  One  fhort  article  we 
cannot  avoid  fdecting  from  the  lat¬ 
ter,  which  Rates,  that  the  whole 
number  of  petitions. in  favour  of  the 
bills  was  65,  and  the  number  of 
figna times,  as  announced  on  prefen- 
tation,  29,922  ;  and  the  number  of 
petitions  againR  the  bills  94,  and  the 
fignatures  13/,  2  84. 
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Iterators. 

Major  John  Scott,  in  his  “  Ob- 
fervations  on  Mr.  Belfham’s  Me¬ 
moirs  of  the  Reign  of  George  III.** 
has  undertaken  to  prove,  that  the 
lafi-mentioned  gentleman,  as  an  his¬ 
torian  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Englifii  government  in  India,  under 
the  prefidencv  of  Mr.  Haftings,  “  by 
artfully  omitting  many  important 
fafts,  and  by  not  Rating  a  fingle 
fact  fairly,  fully,  and  truly,” 
utterly  unfit  for  thecharafter  which 
he  has  affumed ;  or,  that  he  has 
been  guilty  of  grofs  and  wilful  mif- 
reprefentation.”  In  our  iaR  year’s 
RegiRer  we  introduced  to  our  read- 
c.i  ii  Remarks  on  thofe  Paffages  in 
Mr.  Bel  (ham’s  Memoirs,  &c.  which 
1  elate  to  the  Britifh  Government  in 
India,”  which  were  publiRied  with 
tlie  intention  of  (ubRantiatmg  the 
fame  charges.  From  the  evidence 
then  before  us,  we  admitted  that 
Mr.  Belfham  might  have  been  de¬ 
ceived,  in  Tome  points,  by  the  do¬ 
cuments  on  wh i c h  he  re  1  i ed ;  but 
that  we  were  not  prefented  with  fuf- 
ficient  data  from  which  to  draw  the 
conclufion,  that  his  reprefentatioii 
of  the  opprefiions  praftifed  upon 
the_  inhabitants  of  HindoRan  was 
entirely  unfounded,  or  that  the 
hiRorian  deferved  the  fevere  eni- 
thets  whii.h  were  applied  to  him. 
After  a  calm  and  unbiased  perufai 
of  the  obfervations  befofre  us,  we  la¬ 
ment,  that  from  the  author's  fiafe- 
ments  we  are  not  enabled  to  acquit 
the  Britifh  government  of  the  Eaft, 
01  its  agents,  of  the  foul  imputa¬ 
tions  which  have  been  caR  upon 
it,  of  injuRice  and  cruelty  towards 
thofe  whom  a  fu  peri  or  force,  and  a 
ftiperior  policy  have  fubjefted  to  its 
dominion.  Many  fafts,  doubt  left, 
have  been  exaggerated,  and  niif- 
Ratements  of  circumRanCcs  conveyed 
to  this  country,  which  have  excited’ 
in  generous  minds  a  fenfibility  and 
refentmfcit  by  which  they  have  been- 

led 
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Jed  too  indifcriminately  to  condemn 
all  the  principal  meafures  of  the 
eaflern  empire,  and  to  include  in 
their  execrations  almoft  all  the  lead¬ 
ing  aCtors  on  that  fcene.  But  we 
are  fearful  that,  after  every  juftifi- 
catorv  and  palliating  plea  which 
ingenuity  may  fuggelf,  much,  too 
much  of  evil  will  be  found  to  have 
preponderated  in  the  Britifh  govern¬ 
ment  of  Hindoflan.  With  reipeCf 
to  our  author’s  reafonings,  we  mult 
in  juflice  acknowledge  that  they 
have  confiderable  weight  in  excul¬ 
pating  Mr.  Ha  (tings  from  perfonal 
refponfibility  and  blame,  in  con¬ 
ducting  fome  parts  of  that  fyftem  : 
and  our  readers  are  not  unacquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  judgment  pronounced 
by  the  highefl  tribunal  in  the  nation, 
on  the  charges  brought  againft  him 
refpe&ing  his  conduct  of  the  whole. 
In  regard  to  Mr.  Belfham,  that  can¬ 
dour  which  we  are  proud  to  exer- 
cife  even  to  a  fault,  rather  than  be 
chargeable  with  the  leaft  want  of  it, 
Hill  forbids  us  to  fubfcribe  to  the 
harfh  and  fevere  cenfures  of  our  au¬ 
thor  ;  wnile  at  the  fame  time  we 
mud  allow,  that  the  hiftoi  ian  may 
derive  benefit  from  the  obfervations 
before  us,  in  reviling  and  correct¬ 
ing  his  Memoirs.  We  likewife  have 
met  with  documents  which,  after 
our  mod  unprejudiced  enquiries, 
appear  to  us  to  be  equally  deferving 
of  credit  with  his  own,  but  at  the 
fame  time  materially  affeCt  the  ac¬ 
curacy  of  fome  of  major  Scott’s 
ftatements.  We  are  perfuaded,  how¬ 
ever,  that  he  wrote  under  a  con¬ 
viction  that  he  was  uniformly  flip- 
porting  the  intereftsof  truth  and  juf- 
tice;  and  that  he  had  not  the  molt 
diftant  intention  of  pradtifing  the 
bafe  and  contemptible  aits  of  milre- 
prefentation  and  deception. 

The  “  Hiftorical  Eflay  on  the 
Ambition  and  Conquefts  of  France, 
with  fome  Remarks  on  the  French 


Revolution,  containing  a  Sketch  of 

general  Hiftory  previous  to  the! 

French  Revolution  ;  Remarks  on 

the  French  Revolution  from  1789 

to  1791,  and  an  Abridgment  of 

the  Hiftory  of  the  Revolution 

from  1791  to  1796,”  notwith- 

ftanding  its  pretenfions  and  bulk, 

bv  which  it  would  feem  to  claim 
•> 

admiflion  into  a  higher  clafs  than 
that  of  temporary  pamphlets,  is 
diflinguifhed  by  little,  either  with 
refpeft  to  materials  or  arrangement, 
that  can  entitle  it  to  rank  among 
hiftorical  productions  ;  and  that  lit¬ 
tle  is  chiefly  employed  in  fpecula- 
tive  or  party  politics.  The  author’s 
principal  object  appears  to  be,  to 
warn  his  countrymen  againft  the 
ambitious  character  of  French  mi- 
nifters,  which,  whether  under  the 
monarchical  or  republican  fyftem, 
he  contends,  invariably  leads  them  t® 
promote  the  aggrandizement  of  their 
nation  by  increafing  the  extent  of 
their  dominion.  While  he  endea¬ 
vours  to  imprefs  this  opinion  on 
their  minds,  he  Ihews  himfelf  la¬ 
mentably  deficient  in  an  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  the  recent  hiftory  of  that 
country;  and,  after  indulging  in  a 
variety  of  digreffions  relative  to  con¬ 
tinental  and  domeftic  politics,  drops 
<£  the  pen,  full  of  regret  for  the 
unexpected  confequences  that  have 
refulted  from  the  French  revolu¬ 
tion,” 

Mr.  Playfair’s  <e  Hiftory  of  Ja- 
cobinifm,  its  Crimes,  Cruelties,  and 
Perfidies,  &c.”  gives  fuch  a  repre- 
fentation  of  the  caufes  leading  to, 
and  the  events  accompanying  the 
French  revolution,  as  is  adapted  to 
exafperate  the  prejudices  and  excite 
the  hatred  of  the  people  of  this 
country,  and  to  include  under  in- 
dilcriminate  reproach  the  mod  con- 
fpicuous  aCtors  in  that  fcene,  and 
the  friends  of  freedom  on  both  fide* 
of  the  water.  The  honours  of  in¬ 
genuity 
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genuity  we  can  award  to  our  author, 
hut  not  thjofe  of  impartiality.  For, 
in  tracing  the  enormities  which  dis¬ 
graced  the  revolutionary  druggies 
to  their  proper  Source,  he  over¬ 
looks  the  more  obvious  and  natural 
can  es,  and  .  attributes  them  to  the 
influence  of  a  number  of  abftradt 
propositions,  which  it  has  become 
faShionable  among  the  adherents  of 
our  prefent  administration  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  expofe  to  contempt ;  he 
connects  thofe  conSequences  with 
principles,  which  can  in  juftice  be 
afcribed  only  to  their  abufe;  and 
he  confounds  together,  as  par¬ 
takers  in  equal  culpability  and  guilt, 
the  leading  men  of  the  different  re- 

#  O  4 

publican  parties,  whether  Giron¬ 
dists  or  Mountaineers.  In  his  re¬ 
flections  on  the  friends  of  liberty  in 
this  country,  whom  he  denominates 
fadtious  philofophers,  political  di¬ 
vines,  and  reforming  philanthro¬ 
pists,  he  is  equally  illiberal  and  in¬ 
jurious;  and  he  is  for  introducing 
Such  meafures  for  the  fuppreflion  of 
affiliated  clubs,  and  the  free  difcuf- 
flon  of  political  principles,  as  are 
totally  incongruous  with  the  Spirit 
of  the  British  conftitution.  At  the 
fame  time  he  is  guilty  of  the  incon¬ 
sistency  of  occafionally  avowing  thofe 
liberal  principles,  and  granting  thofe 
conceflions  to  the  advocates  for  re¬ 
form,  which  are  at  variance  with 
the  main  deflgn  of  his  work,  and 
give  it  a  very  ffrange  and  motley 
Appearance. 

Mr.  Perry’s  “  Hiftorical  Sketch  of 
the  French  Revolution,  commenc¬ 
ing  with  its  pre-difpoflng  Caufes, 
and  carried  on  to  the  Acceptation 
of  the  Conftitution  in  1795,”  2 

vols.  prefents  tft«#  reader  with  a 
connected  narrative  of  the  principal 
tranfadtions  which  took  place  during 
the  eventful  period  mentioned  in 
the  title-page,  for  the  materials  of 
which  he  is,  indebted,  partly  to  the 
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labours  of  preceding  writers,  and 
partly  to  his  own  observations  and 
enquiries  during  his  refidence  on  the 
interefting  fcene.  This  author’s 
political  views  and  opinions  differ 
in  the  extreme  from  thofe  of  the 
laft-mentioned  writer;  and,  as  may 
be  exfpedted,  his  colouring  of  events, 
and  elucidations  of  caufes  and  c.on^ 
Sequences  are  equally  different.  We 
cannot  clafs  him,  however,  among 
the  moft  unbiaffed  and  impartial  his¬ 
torians  of  the  French  revolution, 
“  With  refpedt  to  the  literary  execu¬ 
tion  of  this  work,  the  author  lays 
no  claim  to  excellence  ;  he  consi¬ 
dered  the  utility  of  it  to  be  founded 
on  earlinefs  and  expedition;”  and 
“  he  trufts  he  mav,  without  vanity, 
fay,  that  with  more  leifure  it  would 
have  been  lefs  imperfect.”  We  will 
do  him  the  juftice  to  add,  that  he 
does  not  appear  to  have  afluiried  too 
much  in  the  concluding  part  of  the 
apology  juft  quoted. 

Mifs  Williams’s  iVth  volume  of 
il  Letters  containing  a  Sketch  of 
the  Politics  of  France,  from  the  31ft 
of  May  1793,  to  the  28th  of  July 
1794,  and  of  the  Scenes  which  have; 
paffed  in  the  Prifons  of  Paris,”  is 
equally  important  and  interefting 
with  the  preceding,  and  extends  her 
animated  account  of  the  ‘revolu¬ 
tion,  and  of  the  Angular  circum¬ 
stances  attending  it,  to  the  eftabliffi- 
ment  of  the  new  conftitution  in  1793. 
It  prefents  the  reader  with  parti¬ 
culars  of  the  retributive  juftice  in¬ 
flicted  on  fome  of  the  principal  agents 
in  promoting  anarchy  and  carnage, 
which  cannot  but  be  gratifying  to 
his  feelings;  and  feveral  affedting 
and  beautiful  narratives,  the  refult 
of  which  will  compenfate  him  for 
the  gainful  emotions  unavoidably" 
excited  in  the  perufal  of  them.  It 
contains,  like  wife,  a  narrative  of 
the  victories  of  the  French  armies, 
drawn  up  from  materials  furnished 
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by  filch  as  had  a  perfonal  (hare  in 
them,  which  deferveto  be  compared 
with  the  accounts  publ  idled  by  the 
ccalefced  armies,  by  every  perfon 
who  wifties  to  obtaii)  a  knowledge  of 
the  exa£F  truth  ;  and  fome  (hiking 
anecdotes  relative  to  the  (hocking 
Quiberon  bufinefs,  authenticated  by 
the  celebrated  de  Lille,  who  com¬ 
manded  one  of  the  republican  co¬ 
lumns. 

The  favourable  reception  which 
Mifs  Williams’s  Letters  on  the 
French  Revolution  have  met  with, 
and  the  well  known  impreflion  they 
have  made  on  the  minds  of  their 
readers,  appear  to  have  fuggefled 
the  idea  of  the  next  publication  in 
our  catalogue,  of  a  very  oppodte 
political  complexion  and  tendency. 
It  is  entitled  44  a  Refidence  in 
France  during  the  Years  1792,  1793, 
*794,  and  1795  ;  defcribed  in  a  Se¬ 
ries  of  Letters  from  an  EnglifhLady: 
with  general  and  incidental  Remarks 

o 

on  the  French  Character  and  Man¬ 
ners.  Prepared  for  the  prefs  by  John 
Gifford,  Efq.”  in  2  vols.  This 
work,  which  is  not  ill  written, 
comes  before  the  public  in  fuch  a 
quedioiiable  (hape,  that  the  mod 
candid  reader  mud  helitate  at  ad¬ 
mitting  its  genuinenefs.  A  compa¬ 
nion,  iikewife,  of  the  information 
which  it  includes  of  faffs  and  events 
dated  to  have  taken  place  during 
the  revolutiona  y  movements,  with 
the  accounts  of  preceding  writers  of 
character  and  credit,  will,  in  many 
indances,  greatly  affebt  its  authenti¬ 
city.  Thefe  circumdances  detraff 
much  from  the  value  of  whatever 
the  letters  prefent  to  us  wearing  the 
marks  of  originality,  and  leffen  the 
effect  of  the  humourous  or  fatirical 
icenes  in  which  they  deferibe  pic¬ 
tures  of  French  cuftoms  and  man¬ 
ners.  The  obvious  objects  which 
the  editor  had  in  view  in  preparing 
thefe  letters  for  the  prefs  were,  to 
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expofe  to  obloquy  and  detedatian 
the  principles,  and  leading  abtors 
of  the  French  revolution,  together 
with  its  Englidi  advocates,  and  to 
convince  his  countrymen,  that  44  the 
old  monarchical  conditution  of 
France,  with  very  flight  meliora¬ 
tions,  was  every  way  better  calcu¬ 
lated  for  the  national  charabfer, 
than  a  mere  popular  form  of  go¬ 
vernment.”  What  portion  of  argu¬ 
ment  and  liberality  he  has  difplayed 
in  endeavouring  to  accompli(h  the 
former,  we  leave  his  readers  to 
judge  :  and  with  refpebt  to  the  latter, 
as  this  is  the  age  of  experiment,  they 
will  probably  reply,  wi;  shall  see. 

The  44  Hidorical  Epochs  of  the 
French  Revolution,  tranflated  from 
the  French  of  H.  Goudemetz,  a 
French  Clergyman  Emigrant  in 
England,  dedicated,  by  permiflion, 
to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of 
York,  by  the  Rev.  D.  Randolph, 
&c.”  are  dated  by  the  editor  to  con¬ 
tain  44  a  faithful  outline  of  an  in- 
tereding  and  momentous  period  of 
hi  dory,”  from  which  the  read¬ 
er  44  will  lee  how  naturally  each 
error  produced  its  correfponding 
misfortune.”  They  confid  of  fabts, 
related  without  any  comment,  ex¬ 
cepting  what  may  be  implied  in  ex-. 
preflions  of  refentment  againd  the 
condubtors  of  the  revolution,  and 
are,  with  a  few  exceptions  and 
omiffions,  accurate  and  authentic. 
That  part  which  will  prove  not  the 
lead  ufeful  to  future  hidorians,  isfub- 
joined  to  a  new  edition,  which  is  ad¬ 
ded  to  the  work,  of  a  feparate  treatife 
entitled  44  the  Judgmentand  Execu¬ 
tion  of  Louis  XVI.  King  of  France,” 
comprizing  4i  a  lid  of  the  members 
of  the  national  convention,  who 
voted  for  and  againd  his  death  ; 
and  the  names  of  many  of  the  mod 
confiderable  fufferers  in  the  courfe  of 
the  French  revolution,  didinguilh- 
ed. according  to  their  principles.”1 

The 
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THe  11  Hiftory  of  the  Confpiracy 
of  Maximilian  Robefpierre,  tranf- 
lated  from  the  French  of  M.  Mont- 
joye,”  confifts  rather  of  eloquent 
and  animated  declamation  againft 
that  once  popular  demagogue,  and 
vivid  colouring  of  his  horrid  atroci- 
ties,  than  of  that  careful  feleftion 
of  fadts,  and  calm  inveftigation  into 
their  can fes.  which  are  neceflary  to 
entitle  it  to  the  charadter  of  hi  (lory. 
If  the  author’s  representations  'a  ere 
accurate,  the  exdience  of  fuch  a 
mon'ler  as  Robefpierre,  without  ta¬ 
lents,  without  pretenfions  to  any  vir¬ 
tue,  difguftmg  in  his  perfon,  brutal 
in  his  manners,  and  defpifed  rather 
than  courted  by  the  different  parties 
with  whom  at  different  times  he 
united  himfelf,  connedfecl  with  the 
fa£t  of  his  rife  to  unlimited  power 
over  a  great  and  mighty  nation, 
would  conftitute  a  more  inexplica¬ 
ble  enigma  than  is  presented  in  the 
whole  hiftory  of  human  fociety. 
Such  reprefentations,  therefore,  are 
calculated  to  excite  fufpicions  of  in¬ 
vention,  or  blind  indifcriminate  re- 
fentment,  and  muft  materially  af- 
fe£l  the  credit  of  any  narrative  in 
which  they  are  inferted.  From  the 
accefs  which  we  had  to  better 
fources  of  information,  we  were 
enabled  to  draw  a  more  natural  por¬ 
trait  of  the  famous  confpirator,  in 
our  JBritifh  and  Foreign  Hiiiory 
•for  the  year  1794.  Another  cir- 
cumftance  which  detracts  from  the 
value  of  M.  Montjoye’s  work  is, 
the  flight  and  contemptuous  maimer 
in  which  he  paffes  over  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  Girondift  party,  fo  tf- 
fential  to  the  tyrannical  views  of 
Robefpierre,  and  fo  fatal  to  many 
of  the  firfl  charadfers  in  France:  for 
talents  and  virtue.  This  can  be  at¬ 
tributed  only  to  his  prejudices  as  a 
royaiift,  which  unfitted  him  for  the 
office  of  a  difpafiionate  hiftorian. 


The  <{  Mefnoirs  for  the  Hift  ry 
of  the  War  of  La  Vendee,  &c. 
tranflated  from  the  French  of  Louis- 
Marie  Tur  reau,  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Weffern  army/’  ap¬ 
pear  to  contain  a  faithful  narrative 
of  the  principal  e  vents  which  took 
place  in  that  difafhous  inteftinc  war, 
from  its  origin  till  the  13th  Floreal 
of  the  fecond  year  or  the  French 
republic  ;  and  an  explication  of  the 
various  circumftances  that  contri¬ 
buted  m  its  prolongation,  to  rouze 
the  religious  prejudices  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  to  extend  the  defpotic  in¬ 
fluence  of  their  chiefs.  To  the  fu¬ 
ture  hiitcrian  of  the  French  revo¬ 
lution  it  will  afford  veiy  defirable 
aid. 

The  a  Hiftory  of  the  Campaigns 
of  General  Pichegru,  containing  the 
Operations  of  the  Armies  of  the 
North,  and  of  the  Samhre  and 
Meufe,  from  March  1794,  to  March 
1793,  See.  tranflated  from  the 
French  of  Citizen  David,”  is  highly 
interelding,  both  as  it  details  an  ap¬ 
parently  well  authenticated  account 
of  fame  of  the  molt  brilliant  exploits 
which  have  diftinguifbed  the  rnoft 
extraordinary  war  that  has  occurred 
in  the  annals  of  mankind;  and  as  it 
illuftrates  the  new  tallies  by  which, 
in  unidn  with  the  enthufiafm  in- 
fpired  by  the  love  of  liberty,  that 
commander,  with  raw  troops  and 
ftriplings,  difgraced  the  beft  gene¬ 
ra's  of  Europe,  of  the  old  fchool, 
and  ruined  the  mod  numerous  and 
beft  appointed  armies  ever  brought 
into  the  field.  The  anecdotes, 
likewife,  and  the  memoirs  which 
it  includes  of  generals  Pichegru, 
Jourdan,  Moreau,  Sec.  & c,  will  be 
gratifying  to  the  reader. 

The  44  Journal  kept  in  the  Bri- 
tifli  Army,  from  the  Landing  of  the 
Troops  under  the  Command  of  thg 
E did  of  Moira  at  Oftend,  in  June 
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1794,  to  their  Return  to  England 
in  the  following  Year,”  claims  no 
pretentions  to  literary  merit,  but 
Drofeffes  to  lay  before  the  reader  a 
faithful  and  accurate  relation  of 
fads,  which  may  “  give  fome  idea 
of  the  various  fcenes  which  occur 
in  the  military  life,  and  of  which 
thole  who  fpend  their  davs  at  home 
in  eafe  and  peace  can  have  but  a 
very  faint  conception.”  Of  the 
uncommon  hardships  and  miferies 
fu Rained  by  the  Britifh  troops  dur¬ 
ing  the  latter  part  of  the  period 
comprehended  in  this  journal,  we 
inferred  fome  “  heart-rending”  par¬ 
ticulars  in  our  laft  volume,  taken 
from  the  uncontradiCted  account 
of  a  Britifh  officer.  The  author  of 
this,  treatife  corroborates  many  of 
thefe  particulars  in  a  plain  unvar- 
11  i filed  narration,  and  adds  feveral 
minute  circumffances  that  will  fill 
the  humane  mind  with  horror  at 
the  calamities  attendant  on  war. 

Mrs.  Charlotte  Smith’s  “  Narra¬ 
tive  of  the  Lofs  of  the  Catharine, 
Venus,  and  Piedmont  tranfports, 
and  the  Thomas,  Golden  Grove, 
and  iEolus  Merchant  Ships,  near 
Weymouth,”  during  the,  dread¬ 
ful  dorm  in  November  1795, 
which  difperfed  and  Blattered  the 
fleet  under  the  command  of  admi¬ 
ral  Chrifiian,  was  drawn  up  from 
information  taken  on  the  fpot,  and 
contains  an  elegant  detail  of  truly 
melancholy  and  affe  Cling  circum- 
ftances,  fome  of  which  are  not  ge¬ 
nerally  known.  It  has  been  pub- 
1  iflied,  with  the  humane  delign  of 
contributing  to  the  relief  of  an  un¬ 
fortunate  furvivor  from  one  of  the 
wrecks,  and  her  infant  child. 

«  The  Proceedings  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor  and  A fTembiv  in  Jamaica, 
.in  regard  to  the  Maroon  Negroes,” 
&c.  con  lift  of  official  papers,  pub- 
Tifhed  with  the  defign  of  ''indicat¬ 
ing  the  BritiRi  government  from 
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the  imputations  of  breach  of  faith 
and  cruelty  in  their  conduct  to¬ 
wards  the  Maroons.  Prefixed  to  thefe 
proceedings,  we  meet  with  an  in¬ 
troductory  account,  containing  ob¬ 
servations  on  the  “  Difpofitions, 
Character,  Manners,  and  Habits 
of  Life  of  the  Maroons,  and  a  De¬ 
tail  of  the  Origin,  Progrefs,  and 
Termination  of  the  late  War  be¬ 
tween  thole  People  and  the  White 
Inhabitants,”  partly  compiled  from 
Long’s  Hiftory  of  Jamaica,  and 
partly  original,  from  the  pen  of 
Mr.  Edwards,  author  of  the  u  Hif- 
torv,  Civil  and  Commercial,  of  the 
Britifh  Colonies  in  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies.”  This  part  of  the  work  dis¬ 
plays  confiderable  information ; 
and  confiderable  ingenuity  in  de¬ 
fending  or  apologizing  for  the 
conduct  of  the  alfembly.  ThefubjeCt 
was  undoubtedly  deferring  of  in- 
veftigation ;  and  Mr.  Edwards  has 
certainly  bellowed  confiderable  pains 
upon  it.  We  are,  however,  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  there  was  no  neceffity  to 
introduce  the  fubjeCl  of  the  Have 
trade  into  this  publication ;  and 
we  cannot  acquit  our  author  of 
grofs  miflakes  (to  ufe  no  hardier 
phrafe)  in  his  fbtement  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Old  Jewry  Society, 
inftituted  for  the  purpofe  of  ob¬ 
taining  the  abolition  of  negro 
11  a  very. 

To  the  vile  fyftem  of  negro- 
flavery,  and  its  pernicious  effeCfs 
on  morals  and  manners,  are  we  in 
a  great  meafure  to  attribute  the 
horrors  defcribed  in  “  a  Narrative 
of  the  Revolt  and  InfurreCtion  of 
the  French  Inhabitants  in  the  Ifland 
of  Grenada,  by  an  Eye-witnefs.” 
This  revolt,  according  to  the  au¬ 
thor  of  the  narrative  before  Us, 
originated  in  the  men  of  colour, 
generally  the  ignorant  and  vicious 
offspring  of  a  licentious  intercourfe 
between  the  whites  and  blacks ; 

was 
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was  inftigated  by  the  French  com- 
miflioners  at  Guadaloupe ;  was  fup- 
ported  by  the  greater  part  of  the 
French  white  inhabitants ;  and  was 
attended  by  plunder,  devaluation, 
gnd  maftacre,  in  their  moft  fright, 
fui  forms.  The  author,  however, 
mentions  one  circumftance  which, 
in  juftice  to  the  French  commif- 
lioners,  ought  not  to  be  concealed ; 
viz.  that  they  endeavoured  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  malfacre  which  took  place, 
and  that  the  officer  whom  they 
fent  for  that  purpofe,  when  he 
found  that  he  had  arrived  too  late, 
“  reprehended,  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms  of  difapprobation  and  abhor¬ 
rence,”  the  cruelties  of  the  infur- 
gents.  fie  mentions,  likewife,  an¬ 
other  circumftance,  which,  although 
it  cannot  palliate,  will  in  fome 
meafure  account  for  the  favage  bar¬ 
barities  which  they  pradtifed  fo 
early  in  the  revolt ;  and  that  is  the 
iffiiing  of  a  proclamation,  by  the 
prefident  of  the  council,  offering  a 
reward  44  of  twenty  joes”  for  44  each 
head”  of  the  rebels. 

The  author  of  44  a  Brief  Enquiry 
into  the  Caufes  of,  and  Conduct 
purfued  by  the  Colonial  Govern¬ 
ment,  for  quelling  the  Infurre&ion 
in  Grenada,”  &c.  fpeaks  of  the 
circumftance  mentioned  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  laft  article,  as  the 
firft  fatal  meafure  which,  being 
quickly  followed  “  by  other  unne- 
ceflary  and  intemperate  adls,  had 
full  eftedt”  in  producing  the  fubfe- 
quent  calamities.  If  the  reprtfen- 
tations  which  he  gives  are  juft  (a 
point  which  we  cannot  take  upon 
ourfelves  to  decide),  while  we  are 
forced  to  execrate  the  conduct  of 
the  infurgents,  we  are  obliged  at 
the  fame  time  to  condemn  the  im¬ 
policy  and  mifeondudf  of  the  co¬ 
lonial  adminiftration.  In  account¬ 
ing  for  the  difaffedtion  of  the 
Ffeach  and  men  of  colour  to  the 


Britiffi  government,  and  their  known 
difpofition  to  adt  againft  it  on  the 
firft  emergency,  he  afterts,  that 
ftnee  the  reftoration  of  the  illand 
to  Great  Britain  in  the  year  1784, 
the  Britifti  born  fivbjedts  oppofed 
the  conferring  on  the  ceded  inha¬ 
bitants  the  franchiles  granted  them 
by  the  crown  after  the  peace  of 
Paris,  and  for  a  confiderable  time 
divefted  them  of^all  political  rights 
as  Britifti  fubjedts.  44  I  believe  I 
might  add,”  fays  the  author,  44  of 
all  civil  ones  alfo :  that  their 
churches  and  glebe  lands,  of  which 
they  held  the  undifturbed  pofteftion 
for  upwards  of  twenty  years  under 
the  Britifti  government^  were  now 
taken  from  them;  a  meafure  which 
of  all  thofe  carried  into  eifedf  to 
irritate  and  diftrefs  them,  was  the 
moft  feverely  felt;”  and  that  a 
gentleman  44  who  had  been  an 
implacable  and  adlive  enemy  of  the 
adopted  fubjedls  for  near  thirty 
years,  had  obtained  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  lieutenant-governor,  and 
was  the  relident  commander  in 
chief.”  We  wifb,  for  the  honour 
of  the  Britifti  name,  to  fee  thefe 
aftertions  and  reprefentations  re¬ 
futed. 

44  The  Chronologift  of  the  pre- 
fent  War,  containing  a,  faithful 
Series  of  «rhe  Events  which  have 
occurred  in  Europe,  from  the  Com¬ 
mencement  of  the  Year  1792,  to 
the  End  of  the  Year  1795,”  &c. 
will  be  ufeful  to  thofe  whole  minds 
are  folely  intent  on  fadts,  as  a  book 
of  reference,  to  afeertain  the  dates 
of  all  the  memorable  incidents 
within  the  fpace  of  time  mentioned 
in  the  title. 

The  4,r  Chronological  Tables,  be¬ 
ginning  with  the  Reign  of  .Solo¬ 
mon,  and  ending  with  the  Death 
of  Alexander  the  Great,  with  a 
Prefatory  Difcourfe,  by  the  late 
Thomas  Falconer  of  Chefter.  Efq.” 
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were  prefented  to  the  university  of 
Oxford,  by  the  author’s  brother. 
Dr.  Falconer,  of  Bath,  and  are 
iffued  to  the  w  orld  from  the  Cla¬ 
rendon  preis.  The  defign  of  the 
author  was,  to  correct  the  miftakes 
of  feveral  writers  of  diftinguifhed 
abilities  and  learning,  in  adjufting 
the  reigns  of  Jewifh  kings  to  thofe 
of  eaftern  monarchs,  and  in  fill¬ 
ing  up  the  dark  interval  between 
the  ceffation  of  the  Jewifh  hiftory, 
and  the  certainty  of  that  of  Greece. 
In  accomplifhing  his  plan,  befides 
the  rich  Bores  of  biblical  literature, 
lie  has  had  recourfe  to  the  , collateral 
affiftance  of  the  era  of  Nabonafiar ; 
and  where  hiftorical  evidence  was 
wanting,  he  has  admitted  analogi¬ 
cal  reafonings,  marking  the  facts 
deduced  from  them  with  an  afte- 
rilk,  to  diftinguifh  them  from  thofe 
which  are  grounded  on  direct  evi¬ 
dence,  and  ofF-..ring  his  calculations 
to  excite,  rather  than  fatisfy  enqui 
ry.  In  his  prefatory  difcourfe,  from 
which  we  have  felected  the  forego¬ 
ing  particulars,  he  has  explained 
the  arrangement,  and  illuftrated  the 
Utility  of  his  Tables,  ,whije  he  has 
difplayed  much  learning,  elaborate 
refearch,  and  a  found  judgment, 
in  fettling  difputed  chronological 
topics.  The  whole  work  promifes 
to  be  of  material  ferviee  in  eluci¬ 
dating  ancient  profane,  as  well  as 
fieri ptu re  hiftory. 

Mr.  Walker's  “  Analyfis  of  Re- 
fearches  into  the  Origin  and  Pro- 
grefs  of  Hiftorical.  Time,  from  the 
Creation  to  the  Accefiion  of  C.  Ca¬ 
ligula,”  &c.  is  publifhed  as  an  in¬ 
troductory  fpecimen  of  a  larger 
work,  in  which  he  experts,  on  the 
bafis  of  the  Hebrew  computation, 
in  connection  with  aftronomical 
calculation,  the  mean  quantity  of 
generations  proportionate  to  the 
Standard  of  natural  life  in  the  feve¬ 
ral  ages  of  the  world,  magiftracies, 
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national  epochs,  &c.  to  eftablifh  a 
more  juft  and  accurate  fyftem  of 
chronology  than  has  hitherto  ap¬ 
peared.  We  cannot  analyfie  the 
author’s  analyfis;  nor  can  we  be 
fio  rafii  as  to  pronounce  peremp* 
torily  on  the  importance  and  value 
of  his  labours  from  the  fpecimen 
before  us.  His  undertaking  cer¬ 
tainly  merits  encouragement;  and* 
we  have  no  doubt,  will  prove  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  the  interefts  of  know- 
ledge,  and  biblical  criticifm.  But 
we  cannot  fay  that  his  curfory 
ftri<ftures  on  former  writers  are  al¬ 
ways  very  weighty,  or  very  deco¬ 
rous.  Thofe  on  Mr.  Falconer’s 
Tables  are  particularly  exception¬ 
able. 

Mr.  Payne’s  treatife  entitled, 
“  Geographical  Extra£ls,  forming 
a  general  View  of  Earth  and  Na¬ 
ture  in  Four  Parts,  illi  ftrated  with 
Maps,”  confifts  of  an  inftru&ive 
and  entertaining  feletftion  of  mate¬ 
rials,  from  the  beft  fources  of  in¬ 
formation,  partly  hiftorical,  partly 
geographical,  and  partly  fcientific, 
jndicioufiy  arranged,  and  formed 
into  a  generally  uniform  and  pleaf- 
ing  ftyle.  To  young  perfons  it 
deferves  to  be  recommended  as  an 
ufeful  companion  in  the  courfe  of 
their  geographical  ftudies :  and  to 
readers  in  general,  who  have  not 
opportunity  or  leifure  for  confult- 
ing  a  variety  of .  treatifes  on  the 
phenomena  and  productions  of  our 
globe,  it  will  prove  an  interefting 
compilation. 

In  our  lift  of  the  Theological  pub¬ 
lications  of  the  year  1788,  we  in¬ 
ferred  an  account  of  Mr.  now  Dr. 
Ryan’s  u  Hiftory  of  the  EfFeCts  of 
Religion  upon  Mankind,”  which 
it  was  the  author’s  avowed  inten¬ 
tion  to  continue  in  a  fucceeding 
volume.  That  volume,  which  bears 
the  date  of  1790,  we  have  now  to 
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announce;  and  we  do  fo  in  this 
place,  on  account  of  its  appertain¬ 
ing;  more  properly  to  the  head  of 
Ecclefiadical  Hidory  than  that  of 
Theology.  With  refpedt  to  the 
character  of  that  continuation,  we 
obferve  in  general,  that  it  bears 
fimilar  marks  with  the  former  of 
the  authors  erudition,  and  dili¬ 
gence  of  enquiry,  and  that,  on 
the  whole,  it  is  well  adapted 
in  point  of  matter,  arrangement, 
and  ltyle,  to  the  laudable  defign 
which  he  had  in  view.  Exceptions 
we  found  ourfelves  obliged  to  make 
to  fome  of  Dr.  Ryan's  reprefenta- 
tions  and  opinions :  particularly 
when  he  employs  his  pen  in  ob- 
fervations  on  the  character  of  the 
Puritans,  and  their  perfecutions  in 
the  reign  of. queen  Elizabeth,  in 
which  he  lofes  fight  of  candour  and 
impartiality  ;  and  when  he  attempts 
to  prove,  that  the  perfecutions  in 
general,  which  have  difgraced  the 
Chridian  world,  are  to  be  traced  to 
civil  caufes,  and  not  to  religious  bi¬ 
gotry.  The  volume  before  us  con¬ 
tains  a  fupplernent  to  the  preceding, 
confiding  of  additional  hidcrical 
fads  to  fupport  the  author’s  reafon- 
jng  in  his  firft  four  fedions;  and 
four  other  fedions,  on  the  following 
topics;  the  erroneous  and  fuper- 
ftitious  Pradices  of  Chriltians  not 
to  be  imputed  to  Chridianity ;  the 
Enthufiafm  of  the  Heathens;  the 
Origin.,  Progrefs,  and  Influence  of 
Fanaticifm,  in  the  Time  of  the 
Crufades,  and  in  the  Sixteenth 
Century,  with  the  Effeds  of  it  in 
England  in  the  Seventeenth,  on 
the  Government  of  the  Kingdonis, 
on  the  Manners  of  the  Fanatics, 
on  Literature,  and  on  the  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Morals  of  the  Englifh 
Nation  ;  the  real  Caufes  of  feve- 
ral  Perfecutions,  Herehes,  Contro- 
verfies,  Wars,  and  Maflacres  im¬ 


puted  to  Chridianity  by  Shaftfbury, 
Voltaire,  Rouffeau,  Hume,  Gib¬ 
bon,  and  others  ;  and  a  Refutation 
of  the  Objedions  which  have  been: 
urged  againft  the  Utility  of  Reli¬ 
gion. 

In  our  Regider  for  the  year  1794, 
we  introduced  to  our  readers  the 
fird  vol.  of  Mr.  Milner’s  “  Hidory 
of  the  Chuc:  h  of  Chrid,”  written 
on  a  new  plan,  of  which  we  en¬ 
deavoured  to  lay  before  them  a  ge¬ 
neral  idea,  as  well  as  of  the  religi¬ 
ous  opinions  and  partialities  chieflyr 
prevalent  in  the  .  work.  During 
the  lad  year  a  fecond  vol.  of  that 
work  was  publifhed,  “  containing 
the  Fourth  and  Fifth  Centuries,’* 
which  is  written  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  with  the  fird,  and  will  be  par¬ 
ticularly  interefting  to  thofe  whofe 
fentiments  relative  to  Chridian 
dohlrines  and  church  difeipline 
agree  with  the  author’s.  For  it 
contains  an  ingenious  defence  of 
ecclefiadical  edablidiments ;  Mr. 
Milner’s  hidory  of  the  Arian  con-, 
troverfy;  his  hidory  of  Pelagianifm ; 
and  his  account,  at  confiderable 
length,  of  the  writings  and  labours 
of  Augudine,  the  great  champion 
of  the  do&rines  of  grace. 

The  fird  work  which  calls  for 
our  notice  among  the  Biographical 
publications  of  the  year,  is  “  the 
Life  of  Lorenzo  de’  Medici,  called 
the  Magnificent,  by  William  Rof- 
coe,”  in  2  vois.  4to.  In  order  to  fup- 
ply  himfeif  with  materials  for  hisun- 
dertaklng,  Mr.  Rofcoe  hadrecourfe 
not  only  to  the  labours  of  preceding 
biographers,  hidorians,  and  critics, 
but,  through  the  medium  of  a 
friend,  to  the  Laurentinian  and  Ric- 
eardi  libraries,  at  Florence,  whence 
he  was  enabled  to  derive  much 
original  and  intereding  informa¬ 
tion.  We  fliall  endeavour  to  lay 
F  4  before 
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before  our  readers  a  brief  fyllabus 
of' the  inftruCiive  and  curious  mat¬ 
ter  of  which  thefe  volumes -con fill. 
The  whole  work  is  divided  into  ten 
chapters:  of  which  each  volume 
con  rains  five,  with  a  cop:ous  ap¬ 
pendix  of  hiftorical  and  literary  do¬ 
cuments.  The  firfi  chapter  pre- 
fents  us  with  a  fketch  of  the  hif- 
tory  of  Florence  to  the  period 
when  the  houfe  of  Medici  acquir¬ 
ed  a  preponderating  influence  in  the 
Rate,  and  the  life  of  Cofrno  de’  Me¬ 
dici,  the  grandfather  of  Lorenzo. 
The  fecond  chapter  is  employed 
in  defcribing  the  earlier  years  of 
the  life  of  Lorenzo,  his  promifing 
talents  and  accomplifhments,  and 
the  adminiftration  of  his  father 
Piero  until  his  death.  In  the  third 
chr.pter  we  meet  with  an  account 
of  the  political  ffate  of  Italy  at  the 
period  when  Lorenzo  was  called 
to  the  adminiftration  of  the  affairs 
of  the  republic,  of  the  wealth  and 
commercial  concerns  of  the  houfe 
of  Medici,  and  of  the  prevalence 
of  the  Platonic  philofophy  in  Italy, 
together  with  much  interefting 
biographical,  political,  and  literary 
information.  The  fourth  chapter 
developes  the  origin,  the  circem- 
ftances,  and  the  confequences  of 
the  memorable  but  atrocious  con- 
fpiracy  of  the  PazzL  The  fifth 
chapter,  which  concludes  the  firfi 
volume,  is  devoted  to  the  fiudies 
of  Lorenzo,  crbicifms  cm  his  po¬ 
etry,  and  on  Italian  poetry  in  gene¬ 
ral.  Mr.  R  of  cue’s  fecond  volume 
commences  with  the  fixth  chapter, 
which  defciibes  the  mea  fines  pur- 
fued  by  l.dvenzo  in  order  to  pre¬ 
fers  the  balance  of  power  among 
the  individual  rovernments  oi  Italv, 
and  the  independence  of  Florence, 
together  with  -the  great  reputation 
which  he  enjoyed  throughout  Eu¬ 


rope.  The  progrefs  of  literature, 
the  exertions  of  Lorenzo  for  its 
encouragement,  the  .efiimation  in 
which  learned  men  were  held  at 
that  period,  and  particulars  con¬ 
cerning  fome  of  the  moft  diftin- 
guiflied  of  them,  are  the  fubje&s 
of  the  feventh  chapter.  In  the 
eighth  we  are  preferred  with  the 
domefiic  character  of  Lorenzo, 
with  an  account  of  his  villas,  of 
his  maimer  of  fpending  his  time 
with  his  literary  friends,  of  his  at¬ 
tention  to  the  welfare  of  his  chil¬ 
dren,  and  other  interefting  topics. 
The  ninth  chapter  details  the  pro¬ 
grefs  of  the  arts,  from  their  early 
dawn  in  Italy  to  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  age  of  Leo  X.  In  the 
tenth  chapter  Mr.  Rofcoe  gives  an 
account  of  the  death,  and  a  review 
of  the  eharaCfer  of  Lorenzo,  of 
the  expulfion  of  his  family  from 
Florence,  and  of  the  varying  con¬ 
dition  of  the  republic  until,  its  ex¬ 
tinction  by  the  revolution  which 
delivered  it  up,  “  a  rich  and  un¬ 
expected  prize,”  to  Cofrno  de’  Me¬ 
dici,  the  firfi  grand  duke,  who 
was  a  defendant  from  John,  the 
brother  of  the  firfi  Cofrno.  From 
the  particulars  which  we  have  enu¬ 
merated,  our  readers  will  perceive, 
that  the  work  before  us  abounds  in 
a  rich  variety  of  inftruCtion  and 
entertainment:  that  it  comprehends 
a  very  important  period  in  the  hif- 
torv  of  Europe,  and  a  ftill  more 
important  one  in  the  hiftory  of  li¬ 
terature  and  fcience.  On  the  ie? 
veral  fubjcCts  which  have  employed 
Mr.  Rofcoe’s  pen,  he  has  difcover- 
ed  very  extern  five,  and  much  novel 
information,  together  with  that 
correCtnefs  of  judgment,  that  im¬ 
partiality  and  good  tafte,  which 
fecure  to  him  a  very  high  rank; 
arpqng  modern  hiftorians.  The 
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fentiments,  likewife,  which  per¬ 
vade  his  work,  are  uniformly  fa¬ 
vourable  to  the  interefts  of  virtue 
and  liberty.  His  fly le  is  unaffeXed, 
perlpicuous,  and  elegant. 

The  44  Memoirs  of  the  Life  and 
Writings  of  the  Abate  Metaftafio, 
in  which  are  incorporated  Tranfla- 
tions  of  his  principal  Letters,  by 
Charles  Burney,  Muf.  D,  F.  R.  ST 
in  3  vols.  cannot  but  prove  highly 
gratifying  at  a  period  when  a  taite 
for  Italian  poetry  and  mufic  is 
deemed  one  of  the  indifpenfable 
requifites  for  an  accomplifhed 
man  of  fafhion.  Independently  of 
this  circumftance,  however,  the 
fterling  merits  of  Metaftafio  as  a 
dramatic  poet  and  critic  cannot 
fail  of  rendering  them  interefting 
to  every  perfon  converfant  in  the 
beauties  of  polite  literature.  Dr. 
Burney’s  peculiar  qualifications  for 
fuch  an  undertaking  are  fo  well 
known,  that  it  is  entirely  unneceftary 
for  us  to  enlarge  on  them.  The 
materials  for  this  work  were  col- 
leXed  by  him  at  Vienna,  and  in 
Italy,  partly  from  the  biographies 
of  preceding  writers,  partly  from 
the  communications  of  the  intimate 
friends  of  our  bard,  and  partly 
from  the  poftbumous  edition  of 
his  letters.  Indeed  the  greater 
part  of  the  volumes  before  us,  after 
we  are  prefented  with  a  prelimi¬ 
nary  account  of  the  earlier  inci¬ 
dents  of  the  poet’s  life,  confifts 
of  a  tranfiation  of  thofe  letters,  in¬ 
termixed  with  a  judicious  conneX- 
ins:  narrative  illuftrative  of  the  cir- 
cumftances  to  which  they  refer,  and 
various  pleaftng  digrellions  relative 
to  his  own  life,  or  thofe  of  his 
friends  and  correfpondents.  The 
letters  above  mentioned,  in  the 
’ycords  of  one  of  his  Italian  bio¬ 
graphers,  44  difcover  his  moft  inti¬ 
mate  attachments,  his  moft  fecret 
tjipughts,  his  favourite  opinions, 
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and  the  hiftory  of  a  man  who  was 
all  heart  and  all  virtue.”  Dr.  Bur¬ 
ney’s  tranfiation  of  them  is  accurate 
and  elegant.  The  work  before  us 
having  been  undertaken  as  a  kind 
of  fupplement  to  the  general  Hif¬ 
tory  of  Mufic,  the  mufical  reader 
is  prefented,  at  the  clofe  of  the 
third  volume,  with  fome  valuable 
reflexions  by  the  author,  concern¬ 
ing  each  clafs  of  Metafiafio’s  po¬ 
etical  productions  for  mufic ;  to 
which  he  has  added  an  account 
of  his  44  AbftraX  of  Ariftotle’s 
Art  of  Poetry,  with  Remarks,” 
which  was  his  foie  work  in  profe, 
and,  being  pofthumous,  but  little 
known. 

The  next  biographical  article 
which  we  have  to  introduce  con¬ 
tains  Memoirs  of  the  Life,  and  is 
prefixed  to  44  the  Works  of  An¬ 
thony  Raphael  Mengs,  firft  Painter 
to  his  Catholic  Majefty  Charles  III. 
tranflated  from  the  Italian  publifh- 
ed  by  the  Chevalier  Don  Jofeph 
Nicholas  D’Azara,  Spanifli  Mi- 
nifter  at  Rome,  in  3  vols.”  The 
author  of  thefe  memoirs  is  an  en- 
thufiaftic  admirer  of  the  talents  and 
genius  of  the  artift  whom  he  cele¬ 
brates.  He  fpeaks  of  him  as  hav¬ 
ing  44  appeared  to  the  world  to  re- 
eftablifli  the  arts;”  and  adds,  44  if 
the  tranfmigration  could  be  ad¬ 
mitted,  one  might  fay  that  fome 
genius  of  Greece,  in  its  moft  florid 
ft  ate,  had  transfufed  itfeif  in  him  ; 
fuch  was  the  profundity  of  his  ideas, 
the  elevation  of  his  invention,  and 
the  fimplicity  and  candour  of  his 
manners.”  And  his  tranfiator  men¬ 
tions  his  having  44  vifited  the  ca¬ 
pital  of  Spain,  where  the  paintings 
of  Mengs  appear  in  all  their  great- 
nefs ;  where  not  to  admire  him  is 
almoft  a  violence  againft  church 
and  ftate  ;  an  enthufiafm  fupported 
not  by  the  wild  rumour  and  folly 
of  a  day,  but  authcrifed  by  men  of 

undoubted 
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undoubted  tafte  and  knowledge  in 
the  profeffion.”  It  is  not  our  pro¬ 
vince  to  decide  on  the  artift’s  claim 
to  iuch  fuperlative  praife,  and  on 
the  hud  aments  of  u  the  fwarm  of 
critics  of  every  kind”  which  his 
works  have  produced.  Among  our 
Elections  under  the  head  of  Bio- 
graphical  Anecdotes,  and  Charac¬ 
ters,  we  have  extracted  fuch  par¬ 
ticulars  from  the  memoirs  of  his 
life,  as,  we  doubt  not,  will  afford . 
entertainment  to  our  readers,  and 
excite  their  inclination  to  perufe 
the  whole.  Thefe  memoirs  are 
followed  by  a  lift  of  the  paintings 
done  in  Spain  by  Mengs,  as  well 
for  the  royal  family  as  for  private 
perfons.  His  works  collected  in 
the  volumes  before  us  confift  of 
Reftedtions  upon  Beauty  and  Tafte 
in  Painting,  in  three  parts;  Re- 
fkdtions  upon  the  three  great 
Painters,  Raphael,  Correggio,  and 
Titian,  and  upon  the  Ancients,  in 
five  parts ;  a  Fragment  of  a  Dif- 
courfe  upon  the  Means  of  making 
the  Polite  Arts  ftouriffi  in  Spain  ; 
Letters;  RefLdtions  on  Style,  Co¬ 
louring,  Invention,  Compofition, 
&c. ;  Del'cription  T?f  the  principal 
Paintings  in  the  Royal  Palace  at 
Madrid;  a  Letter  on  the  Rife,  Pro- 
grefs,  and  Decay  of  the  Art  of  De¬ 
signing  ;  Memoirs  concerning  the 
Life  and  Works  of  Correggio,  with 
Rededtions  and  Annotations;  a 
Difcourfe  upon  the  Academy  of 
Fine  Arts  at  Madrid  ;  and  Practi¬ 
cal  LefTons  upon  Painting.  The 
franflation  appears  to  be  the  work 
of  a  foreign  amateur,  who  is  not 
perfedlly  mafter  of  the  Rnglifh 
idiom. 

44  The  Life  of  Robert  Groffetefte, 
the  celebrated  Bilhop  of  Lincoln, 
by  Samuel  Pegge,  LL.D.  &c.  with 
an  Account  of  the  Biihop’s  Works, 
and  an  Appendix,”  is  a  curious 
and  interefting  piece  of  biography. 


LITERATURE. 

The  learded  and  induftrious  author 
has  taken  uncommon  pains  in  col¬ 
lecting  and  appreciating' the  mate¬ 
rials  w  hich  relate  to  the  character 
and  condudf  of  a  prelate,  who  was 
one  of  the  moft  noted  men  of  the 
age  in  which'he  lived,  for  abilities, 
learning,  and  virtue,  and  one  of 
the  bold  eft  oppofers,  ‘within  the- 
pale  of  the  catholic  church,  of  the 
fcandaious  abiifes  and  oppreffions 
of  the  court  of  Rome.  He  was, 
however,  at  the  fame  time  attached, 
even  to  bigotry,  to  the  doCtrines 
and  4£  orthodox  'traditions  of  the 
fathers,  and  the  decretal  conftitu- 
tion  of  tire  holv  fee,”  and  44  foars 
fo  high,”  fays  our  author,  44  in  his 
ideas  concerning  the  privileges  and 
prerogatives  of  the  clerical  order,  that 
he  even  leaves  archbifhop  Becket 
far  behind  him.”  Dr.  Pegge, 
while  he  bellows  due  praife  on  the 
commendable  part  of  the  bifhop’s 
character,  does  not  facrifice  his 
44  own  notions  and  fentiments  to 
a  blind  indifcriminate  admiration 
of  the  prelate,”  but  exercifes  im¬ 
partiality  united  with  candour,  in 
pointing  out  what  was  exception¬ 
able  in  him,  and  accompanies  his 
narrative  with  judicious  and  life¬ 
ful  reflections.  In  enumerating  the 
works  of  the  hilltop,  he  has  ar¬ 
ranged  the  whole,  whether  edited 
or  inedited,  under  their,  proper 
heads,  and  very  honeftiy  acknow¬ 
ledges,  that  the  greateft  part  of  his 
labours  on  divine  fuhjeCts,  fer- 
mons,  commentaries,  dilfertatipns, 
&c.  would  prove  of  very  little  fer- 
vice  in  thefe  far  more  enlightened 
times. 

44  The  Lives  of  Dr.  John  Donne, 
Sir  FJenry  Wotton,  Mr.  Richard 
Hooker,  Mr.  George  Herbert,  and 
Dr.  Robert  Sanderfoii,  by  Ifaac 
Walton,  with  Notes,  and  the  Life 
of  the  Author,  by  Thomas  Zouch, 
A.  M.”  call  for  our  notice  foiely 
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on  account  of  the  new  matter  which 
has  been  introduced  bv  the  prefent 
editor.  I11  his  life  of  Walton,  Mr. 
Zouch  has  collected  whatever  in¬ 
formation  he  could  obtain  relative 
to  a  worthy  man,  and  induRrious 
tradefman,  who,  on  his  retirement 
from  bufinefs,  cultivated  the  ac¬ 
quaintance  of  forne  of  the  eminent 
characters  of  his  age,  and  drew 
up,  among  other  articles,  the  me¬ 
moirs  mentioned  in  the  title;  but 
who  is  more  extensively  known  as 
the  author  of  the  “  Complete 
Angler,  or  the  Contemplative  Man’s 
Recreation,”  than  as  a  biographer. 
We  have  found  ourfeives,  how¬ 
ever,  at  a  lofs  to  difcover  in  the 
particulars  of  his  life,  the  peculiar 
merit  which  entitles  his  general  or 
his  literarv  character  to  the  di- 
Rindion  which  Mr.  Zouch’s  par¬ 
tiality  is  willing  to  confer  upon 
him.  The  notes  to  Walton’s  lives 
conRR  of  biographical  /ketches, 
critical  remarks,  and  illuftrative 
annotations,  which  are  the  refult 
of  much  learned  induRry,  and  will 
afford  the  reader  information  and 
amufement.  But  of  the  tendency 
of  fome  of  them  we  cannot  approve, 
as  they  are  calculated  to  excite  and 
exafperate  the  animofities  of  reli¬ 
gionists  of  different  perfuafions,  and 
of  political  partizans,  rather  than 
to  promote  a  fpirit  of  mutual  can¬ 
dour  and  iiberaiitv.  This  work  is 

•/ 

recommended  by  elegance  of  typo¬ 
graphy,  and  eight  well-executed 
engravings. 

The  next  publication  which  we 
have  to  notice,  from  the  celebrity 
of  the  author  whofe  remains  it  pre¬ 
sents  to  the  world,  cannot  fail  of 
being  highly  inte  reding  to  the 
reader:  it  confiRs  of  the  “  Mis¬ 
cellaneous  Works  of  Edward  Gib¬ 
bon,  Efq.  with  Memoirs  of  his 
Life  and  Writings,  compofed  by 
himfeif;  iliuflrated  from  his  Let¬ 


ters,  with  occafional  Notes  and 
Remarks,  by  John  Lord  Sheffield,” 
in  2  vols.  4to.  'The  moil  impor¬ 
tant  part  of  thefe  volumes  are  the 
Memoirs  of  Mr.  Gibbon’s  Life  and 
Writings,  which  he  “  Seems  to 
have  projected  with  peculiar  Solici¬ 
tude  and  attention,  and  of  which 
he  left  fix  different  Sketches  in  his 
own  hand  writing,  from  all  which 
thefe  memoirs  have  been  carefully 
feleded  and  put  together.”  In  the 
long  extract  which  we  have  given 
from  them  among  our  Bic-grachi- 
cai  Anecdotes  and  Charade  s,  our 
readers  will  meet  with  a  Specimen, 
of  the  entertainment  they  afford. 
They  contain  what  the  author  in¬ 
tended  to  be  a  faithful  delineation  of 
“  the  Series  of  his  thoughts  and  ac¬ 
tions  in  which  he  does  not  appear 
to  have  concealed  any  thing  "that 
could  Serve  to  illuftrate  the  princi¬ 
pal  outlines  of  his  character,  or  the 
courfe  of  Rudies  by  which  he  ac¬ 
quired  h  is  d  itlingu  i  fh  ed  li  ten  ry  rep  u~ 
tation.  But,  from  the  Solicitude  and 
attention  ahove  alluded  to,  thev  are 
rendered  too  laboured  and  artifi¬ 
cial,  and  prefent  us  with  few  of 
thefe  familiar  incidents  and  minute 
particularities  which  diftinguifh 
naan  from  man,  1  hey  exhibit 
him,  however,  as  a  Scholar,  in  t  uofe 
points  of  view  which  reded  the 
higheR  honour  on  his  literary  di¬ 
ligence  and  perfeverance,  and  hold 
him  1  out  as  an  admirable  model  for 
Rodions  young  men.  And  they 
give  us  a  pleafing  pi  dure  of  thofe 
amiable  manners,  which  rendered 
his  intimacy  fo  definable  to  his  pri¬ 
vate  friends,  and  in  the  intercourse 
of  po  hiked  Society.  In  the  Series 
of  his  familiar  letters,  during  a  cor¬ 
respondence  with  different  perfons 
tn rough  a  period  of  thirty -Seven 
years,  the  qualities  of  his  heart  ap¬ 
pear  to  eminent  advantage.  But 
the  politician  will  not  be°able  to 
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gather  from  thefe  remains  any 
proofs  of  the  philofophy  of  his 
views,  or  of  the  firmnefs  and  cou- 
i'lfiency  of  his  character,  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  great  principles  of 
liberty.  Nor  will  the  divine  be 
led,  from  his  account  of  his  reli¬ 
gious  vacillations,  till  he  funk  into 
what  is  falfely  called  philofophic 
indifference,  his  incidental  farcaftic 
remarks  when  the  fubjebt  of  reli¬ 
gion  is  introduced,  or  from  his  ec- 
cleliaftical  anecdotes,  to  pronounce 
him  accurately  informed,  or  ca¬ 
pable  of  deciding  with  impartiality 
in  his  province.  Thefe  volumes, 
in  addition  to  the  author’s  memoirs 
and  letters,  contain  intereffing  abs¬ 
tracts  of  reading,  with  reflections 
upon  men  and  books,  leleCted  from 
the  journal  of  his  actions,  Rudies, 
and  opinions  ;  a  collection  of  his 
remarks,  and  detached  pieces  on 
different  fubjects ;  outlines  of  the 
hifiory  of  the  world,  from  the 
ninth  century  to  the  fifteenth,  a 
juvenile  (ketch;  republications  of 
fome  of  his  pieces,  critical,  apolo- 
getical,  and  political;  a  differtation 
on  L’Homme  au  Mafque  de  Fer  ; 
Antiquities  of  the  Houfe  of  Brunf- 
wick,  of  which  we  have  given  a 
fpecimen  among  our  feleCtions ; 
and  an  addrefs  to  the  public,  on 
the  improvement  of  Englifh  hjfiorv. 

The  u  Memoirs  of  a  late  emi¬ 
nent  Advocate,  and  Member  of 
the  Honourable  Society  of  Lin¬ 
coln’s  Inn,  by  William  Meimoth, 
Efq.”  are  an  elegant  tribute  of 
refpeCf  to  the  memory  of  the  au¬ 
thor’s  father,  who  appears  to  have 
filled  his  Ration  in  fociety  with 
credit  to  his  profeffional  Character, 
and  with  great  honour  to  himfelf 
as  a  man  and  as  a  ChriRian.  The 
fubjeCt  of  them  was  the  author  of 
a  very  popular  work,  entitled  “  The 
great  Importance  of  a  religious 
Life,”  and  of  fome  able  difcniiipns 


on  the  lawfulnefs  of  the  oaths  of 
allegiance  and  fupremacy  after  the 
era  of  the  revolution  in  1688, 
which  are  inferted  in  thefe  memoirs 
in  the  form  of  letters. 

The  “  Memoirs  of  the  Life  and 
Writings  of  Robert  Robinfon,  late 
MiniRer  of  the  Diffenting  Congre¬ 
gation  in  St.  Andrew’s  Parifh, 
Cambridge,  by  George  Dyer,  late 
of  Emanuel  College,  Cambridge,? 
contain  interefting  particulars  of  a 
lingular  but  very  worthy  man,  who, 
by  the  exertions  of  an  energetic 
mind,  and  laborious  Rudy,  raifed 
himfelf  from  a  very  humble  fix¬ 
ation  to  confiderabie  literarv  emi- 
nence,  and  became  difiinguifhed 
among  the  advocates  of  civil  and 
religious  freedom.  On  the  im- 
po;  tance  and  value  of  his  writings, 
We  have  had  frequent  opportuni¬ 
ties  of  exprefling  our'  opinion  ;  and 
they  are  too  well  known  to  require 
our  enumeration.  Mr.  Dyer,  from 
his  literary  talents,  with  which 
the  public  are  not  unacquainted, 
from  his  habits  of  firkff  intimacy 
with  Mr.  Robinfon,  from  a  con¬ 
fiderabie  fimilarity  of  fentiment, 
and  an  unaffected  fimplicity  and 
candour,  was  well  qualified  to  be¬ 
come  his  bioprapher  ;  and  his 
memoirs  will  be  read  with  pleafure 
by  thofc  who  entertain  very  diffe¬ 
rent  opinions  in  theological  and  ec- 
clehafiical  matters.  They  do  not 
conilfi  of  an  unbroken  narrative, 
but  are  intermixed  with  digrefiions 
arifing  out  of  the  fubjedt,  copious 
extracts  from  the  writings  of  Mr, 
Robinfon,  and  critical  remarks  and 
reflections  by  the  author.  “  But,’* 
fays  he,  u  my  eye  has  been  fixed 
on  Robert  Robinfon ;  a  man  who 
poffeffed  firong  charadteriffic  fea¬ 
tures  ;  who,  in  his  manners,  was 
peculiar;  in  his  religion,  a  little 
inconfiant,  perhaps ;  in  his  pur- 
fuits,  a  great  manufacturer  of  va-r 
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rieties.  As  "he  dl  verifies  his  pur- 
fuits,  I  diyerfify  my  chapters.  The 
only  quedions  with  me  of  impor¬ 
tance  are,  have  I,  on  the  whole, 
preferred  the  truth  of  char  after, 
and  yet  maintained  fomething  like 
unity  of  defignr”  We  think  that 
he  has;  and  conclude  by  oblerv- 
ing,  that  his  volume,  independently 
of  what  is  appropriate  to  the  life 
and  writings  of  Mr.  Robinfon, 
contains  fome  curious  documents 
relative  to  the  hidory  of  modern 
non-conformifls. 

“  The  Life  of  the  Rev.  William 
Romaine,  M.A.  &c.  by  William 
Bromley  Cadogan,  M.  A.”  relates 
what  particulars  the  author  was  able 
to  colleft  refpefting  a  gentleman, 
who  for  many  years  fudained  a 
confiderable  reputation  among  the 
Calyiniftic  members  of  the  church 
of  Enaland,  and  who  was  zealous 
in  propagating,  by  numerous  pub¬ 
lications,  as  well  as  incedant  pulpit 
exertions,  what  he  conceived  to  be 
the  true  orthodox  fyftem  of  doc¬ 
trine  and  difcipline.  It  contains 
few  fafts,  however,  that  will  prove 
intereding,  excepting  to  thofe  who 
have  adopted  a  fimilar  mode  of 
thinking  with  Mr.  Romaine :  and 
to  perfons  of  that  defcription,  the 
biographer’s  manner,  as  well  as 
matter,  will  prove  highly  accept¬ 
able.  *  - 

The  fourth  volume  of  “  Anec¬ 
dotes  of  Diftinguidied  Perfons, 
chiefly  of  the  prefent  and  two  pre¬ 
ceding  Centuries, ”,  maintains  the 
fame  charafter  with  the  former  vo¬ 
lumes,  noticed  in  our  lad  year’s 
Regider,  as  an  entertaining  and 
intereding  publication.  It  idifco- 
vers  equal  variety  in  the  extracts 
from  old  and  fcarce  tread  fes,  and 
at  lead  a  proportionate  (hare  of 
original  information. 

From  the  title  of  il  The  Biogra¬ 
phical  Mirrour,  or  Connoideur’s 


Repofitory,  comprizing  a  Series  of 
Antient  and  Modern  Englidi  Por¬ 
traits  of  Eminent  and  Didinguifhed 
Perfons,  from  original  Pift tires  and 
Drawings,”  our  readers  will  per¬ 
ceive  that  it  is  a  work  belonging 
rather  to  the  fine  arts  than  to  the 
province  of  biography.  The  por¬ 
traits,  which  are  fifty  in  number, 
poiTefs  confiderable  merit,  and  are 
accompanied  with  brief  and  well- 
written  memoirs  of  the  perfons 
whom  they  reprefent.  Thefe  me¬ 
moirs,  as  it  may  be  expefted,  are 
chiefly  compilations. 

In  the  remarks  in  our  lad  volume 
on  bidiop  Hurd’s  “  Difcourfe  by 
Way  of  Preface  to  the  Quarto 
Edition  of  Bidiop  Warbur ton’s 
Works,”  we  freely  cenfured  that 
author’s  evident  want  of  candour . 
andjudice,  when  appreciating  the 
characters  and  labours  of  fome  of 
Dr.  Warburton’s  contemporaries, 
and  literary  opponents.  During 
the  prefent  year,  an  elegant  and 
maderlv  defence  of  two  great  men 
to  whom  Dr.  Hurd  had  not  done 
judice,  has  been  publidied  in  “  A 
Letter  to  the  Lord  Bilhop  of  Wor- 
ceder,  occadoned  by  his  Striftures 
on  Archbidiop  Seeker  and  BHhop 
Lowth,  in  his  Life,  &c.  by  a  Mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford.” 
Befidesthe  learning  and  tade  which 
the  author  difeovers  in  refuting  the 
datements  of  Dr.  Hurd,  and  in 
fupporting  the  claims  of  the  learned 
prelates  to  the  rank  in  which  they 
have  hitherto  dood  in  the  efti- 
mation  of  the  public,  his  remarks 
and  admonitions  are  uniformly  can¬ 
did,  liberal,  and  gentlemanly. 

I.f  our  Regider  for  the  year 
1793,  our  readers  will  find,  among 
the  articles  under  the  head  of  An* 
Equities,  an  account  of  Mr.  Che  ¬ 
valier’s  “  Defcription  of  the  Plain 
of  Troy,  &c.”  and  of  the  principal 
topics  which  the  author  undertook 
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to  difcufs.  During  the  prefent 
year,  a  veteran  in  antiquarian  lore, 
Mr.  Bryant,  has  publilh-ed  44  Ob- 
fervatrons”  on  tiiat  work,  in  which 
his  erudition  and  ingenuity  are 
employed  in  controverting  the  ac¬ 
curacy  of  Mr.  Chevalier’s  ciaffical 
geography ;  and  in  maintaining, 
that  the  conical  mounds,  which,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  latter,  are  the 
identical  tombs  raifed  over  the 
allies  of  the  heroes  of  the  Trojan 
war,  are,  in  reality,  ancient  Thra¬ 
cian  barrows,  founded  prior  to  the 
era  of  Troy.  Of  the  fo  r ce  and 
perfpicuity  of  his  arguments,  we 
mu  ft  leave  the  reader  to  judge  from 
the  peru fa!  of  the  author’s  treatife. 

Trie  laft-mentioncd  work  was 
foon  followed  by  a  more  extenfive 
44  Diftertation  concerning  the  War 
of  Troy,  and  the  Expedition  of  the 
Grecians,  as  defcribed  by  Homer  ; 
flievving  that  no  fuch  Expedition 
was  ever  undertaken,  and  that  no 
fuch  City  of  Phrygia  exified,  by 
Jacob  Bryant.”  In  the  progrefs 
of  his  diflertation,  the  author  en¬ 
deavours  to  fupport  his  curious 
hypothefis,  partly  by  reafoning  on 
the  ground  of  what  lie  deems  to  be 
probabilities,  and  partly  by  an  ap¬ 
peal  to  hiflory.  We  do  not  con¬ 
ceive,  however,  that  he  will  meet 
with  many  readers  who  will  not,  in 
the  firft  inftance,  difpute  his  pro¬ 
babilities,  and,  of  courfe,  refufe  to 
iubfcribe  to  the  legitimacy  of  his 
conclufions  from  them.  The  ar¬ 
guments  which  he  deduces  from 
hiflory  are,  the  inconfiftencies  and 
contra ctf&ory  accounts  of  different 
writers,  which  certainly  throw  con¬ 
siderable  darknefs  on  particular 
circumftances ;  and  the  opinions 
of  fame  phiiofaphers  who  lived 
feveral  centuries  after  the  generally 
received  era  of  the  Trojan  war, 
and  even  after  the  time  of  Homer, 
who  confidered  his  poem  to  be  an 


allegorical  defcription  of  virtue 
andjuflice.  But  we  cannot  admit 
that  thefe  arguments  invalidate  the 
grounds  which  we  have  for  be¬ 
lieving,  that  the  leading  events  in 
the  poet’s  reprefentation  are  found¬ 
ed  in  truth,  especially  as  their  re¬ 
ality  is  fupported  by  the  evidence 
of  the  ear  lie  ft  and  mo  ft  authentic 
hiftorians,  without  reducing  the 
whole  of  hiftoric  teftimony  to  un¬ 
certainty  and  fable.  Were  Mr. 
Bryant’s  hypothefis  to  obtain  cre¬ 
dit,  we  fear  that  the  conclufions 
drawn  from  it  would  materially 
injure  the  evidence  for  the  truth  of 
revelation,  which  he  intended  to 
ferve  by  this  inveftigation. 

Mr.  Coxe’s  44  Letter  on  the  Se¬ 
cret  Tribunals  of  Weftphalia,  ad- 
drcfied  to  Elizabeth,  Countefs  of 
Pembroke,”  contains  a  collection 
of  authorities,  from  authors  of  un¬ 
doubted  credit,  to  prove  the  actual 
exiilence,  far  a  confiderable  pe¬ 
riod,  of  that  abominable  fyftem  of 
jurisprudence  in  Germany,  which 
has  been  pourtrayed  in  terrific  co¬ 
lours  in  the  novel  entitled  Herman 
of  Ui  111a.  It  is  a  curious  and  inter- 
efting  publication,  and  will  be 
found  lifeful  in  illuftrating  the  hit 
tory  of  legiflation  on  the  continent, 
from  the  time  of  Charlemagne  to 
the  middle  of  the  feventeenth  cen¬ 
tury. 

Mr.  Brydfon’s  44  Summary  View 
of  Heraldry,  in  Reference  to  the 
Ufages  of  Chivalry,  and  the  gene¬ 
ral  Economy  of  the  Feudal  S y Hem, 
&c.”  is  a  performance  on  a  dry, 
and,  to  the  majority  of  readers,  un¬ 
inviting  fubjeet,  which  the  author 
has  contrived  to  recommend  to 
their  attention  by  a  judicious  inter¬ 
mixture  of  information  and  enter¬ 
tainment.  It  is  divided  into  fix 
chapters.  In  the  firft  chapter,  Mr. 
Brydion  gives  an  account  of  the 
ftructure  of  the  feudal  fyftem. ;  of 
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the  origin  and  progrefs  of  political 
and  ecclefiaftical  rank ;  and  of  the 
origin,  fjpirit,  difcipUne,  laws,  &c. 
of  cnivalry.  The  fecoud  chapter 
treats  of  the  bidory  of  tournaments ; 
of  the  object,  regulations,  materials, 
&c.  of  armorial  enfigns ;  and  of 
the  hi  (lory  of  the  croifades,  as  far 
as  heraldry  is  concerned.  I11  the 
third  chapter  we  have  an  account 
of. the  manners  oi  chivalry;  of  tire 
armorial  bearings  of  knignts-errant ; 
of  the  f'ymbol'.cal  meaning  of  thole 
bearings  ;  and  of  the  origin  of  the 
arms  of  particular  families  and 
dates.  In  the  fourth  chapter,  we 
find  a  difc\tffion  oLthefoVm,  and 
■various  mod  s  in  which  arms  are 
exhibited,  &c«  &c.  together  with  a 
recapitulation,  and  general  obfcr- 
vations  re!  peeking  the  organic  or 
fymboiical  part  of  heraldry.  Toe 
fifth  chapter  is  employed  on  the 
political  department  of  heraldry, 
comprehending  all  the  difli motions 
of  ranks  belonging  to  the  feudal 
fyftem,  civil,  mil  tary,  and  eccleu- 
aftical  ;  and.  the  n  relent  Hate  and 
acceptation  of  feme  of  the  inferior 
diftinCtions  and  titles  derwed  from 
chivalry.  The  fixth  chapter  con¬ 
tains  a  diflertation  on  the  dminetkm 
of  ranks  in  fociety,  which  the  au¬ 
thor  conceives  to  be  unavoidable 
and  necefiary  ;  ami  a  recapitulation 
of  the  advantages  arifing  from  the 
feudal  government,  and  the  fpirit 
o.f  chivalry.  To  thefe  chapters  the 
author  has  added  an  appendix,  de¬ 
fer!  bing  the  diftinction  of  ranks  in— 
cluded^in  the  Brit.fh  conftitution, 
with  the  different  privileges  an¬ 
nexed  to  each.  Jo  the  privileged 
orders  this  treatife  cannot  fail  of 
being  acceptable  ;  and  to  readers 
in  genera!,  who  either  lament  or 
rejoice  that  the  days  oi  chivalry  are 
over,  it  will  afford  inftruCIion,  and 
amufement,  as  it  brings  into  a  fmali 


compafs  what  is  mod  material  in  a 
feience  intimately  connected  with 
the  pad  hidory  of  Europe.  The 
author’s  dvle  and  language,  while 
they  are  appropriate,  are,  in  general, 
correCt,  perfpicuous,  and  pleafing. 
During  the  prefent  year,  a 
mod  impudent  and  immoral  lite¬ 
rary  forgery  was  attempted  do  be 
praCtifed  upon  the  public,  which 
was  contrived  with  a  degree  of  in- 
diidry  and  art  that  ferved,  for  a 
diort  time,  completely  to  impofe 
upon  credulous. and  hady  inquirers, 
and  to  promtfe  much  pecuniary 
advantage  to  the  projectors.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  reports  and  advertife- 
ments,  which  were  very  generally 
circulated,  a  Mr.  Samuel  Ireland 
was  feud,  by  a  combination  of 
myderious  circumdances,  to  have 
obtained  poiTeikon  of  a  number  of 
legal  indrum  exits  and  papers  which 
had  belonged  to  Shakfpeare;  com¬ 
prehending  letters,  dramatic  pieces, 
&c.  in  the  hand-writing  of  that 
bard,  and  other  curious  documents 
in  the  hand-writing  of  queen  Eli¬ 
zabeth,  the  earl  of  Southampton, 
and  other  patrons  and  contempc-  : 
raries  of  Shakfpeare.  Specimens  - 
of  thefe  papers  were,  fubmitted  to , 
the  examination  of  the  curious,  and 
obtained  (we  are  as  l’cfry  to  relate 
the  fact  as  the  parties1"  concerned 
mud  now  be  adiamed  of  their 
having  been  fo  eafiiy  duped)  certi¬ 
ficates  from  many  learned  and  re  • 
fpedtable  characters,  containing  an 
avowal  of  their  perfect  conviftioa- 
of  the  genuinenefs  of  the  manu- 
feripts.  Fortified  by  their  opinion, 
Mr.  Ireland  published  a  codly  vo¬ 
lume  of  u  Miscellaneous  Papers  and 
Legal  Indruments,  under  the  Hand 
ana  Seal  of  William  Shakfpeare; 
including  the  Tragedy  of  King 
Lear,  and  a  fmali  Fragment  of  Ham¬ 
let,  from  the  original  iVianufcripts,” 

illudrated 
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ijjuftrated  with  twenty-fix  engrav¬ 
ings,  in  order  to  furnifti  the  public 
with  fufficient  proofs  of  the  genu- 
inenefs,  and  to  imprefs  them  with 
the  importance  of  the  treafure  in 
referve.  Before  the  appearance  of 
this  volume,  the  more  cautious  and 
intelligent  examiners  of  the  fpeci- 
mens,  without  any  fcr-uple  or  hefi- 
tation,  declared  their  conviCtipn 
that  the  whole  was  an  attempt  at)  a 
mod;  fcandalous  and  grofs  impo- 
fition.  Soon  after  the  appearance 
of  the  volume  before  us,  the  whole 
fabric  of  delufion  44  melted  into  air, 
into  thin  air.”  The  internal  evi¬ 
dence  was  of  itfelf  fufficient  to 
fatisfy  the  true  44  fcholar,  the  man 
of  tafte,  the  antiquarian,  the  herald, 
the  paper-maker,  &c.”  and  the  lefs 
informed  had  their  curiofity  on  the 
fubjeCt  fatisfied,  or  their  credulity 
difabufed,  by  the  publications  to 
which  it  fpeedily  gave  rife. 

The  firft  of  thefe,  in  point  of 
importance,  though  not  in  the  or¬ 
der  of  time,  was  (i  an  Inquiry  into 
the  Authenticity  of  certain  Mis¬ 
cellaneous  Papers,  &c.  attributed 
to  Shakfpeare,  Queen  Elizabeth, 
and  Henry  Earl  of  Southampton ; 
iiluftrated  by  Fac-fimiles  of  the 
genuine  Hand-writing  of  that  No¬ 
bleman,  and  of  her  Majefty,  a  new 
Fac-Simiie  of  the  Hand- writing  of 
Shakfpeare,  never  before  exhibited, 
and  other  authentic  Documents ; 
by  Edmund  Malone,  Efq.”  Of 
this  very  able  performance,  it  is 
fufficient  to  fay,  that  it  is  a  ma- 
fterly  piece  of  argument  and  criti- 
cifm ;  and  that  the  author  may  con¬ 
gratulate  himfelf-and  the  public  on 
the  fatisfa&ion  which  he  has  been 
enabled  to  offer  to  the  injured 
manes  of  Shakfpeare,  by  vindicat¬ 
ing  him  from  all  this  44  imputed 
trafh,”  and  refeuing  him  44  from 
the  hands  of  a  bungling  impoftor. 
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by  proving  all  thefe  manuferipts  to 
be  the  true  and  genuine  offspring 
of  confummate  ignorance  and  un¬ 
paralleled  audacity.” 

In  Mr.  Boaden’s  44  Letter  to 
George  Stevens,  Efq.  containing  a 
Critical  Examination  of  the  Papers, 
&c.”  we  have  another  fatisfaCtory 
detection  of  the  forgery ;  and  alfo 
in  Mr.  Waldron’s  44  Free  Reflec¬ 
tions  on  Mifcellaneous  Papers  and 
Legal  Inftruments,  &c.”  In  juf- 
tice  to  both  thefe  authors  it  fhould 
be  mentioned,  that  although  at  firft 
they  had  been  impofed  upon,  with 
many  other  literary  characters  not 
fo  ingenuous  as  themfelves,  their 
calm  reflections  had  corrected  their 
judgments,  and  they  had  publilhed 
their  remarks  before  the  appearance 
of  Mr.  Malone’s  complete  death¬ 
blow  to  the  impofture. 

The  44  Original  Letters,  &c.  of 
Sir  John  Falftaff  and  his  Friends, 
now  firft  made  public  by  a  Gentle¬ 
man,  a  Defcendant  of  Dame  Quick¬ 
ly,  from  Genuine  Manuscripts 
which  have  been  in  the  Pofteflion 
of  the  Quickly  Family  near  400 
Years,”  confift  of  humourous  and 
ingenious  imitations  of  the  lan¬ 
guage,  and  deferiptions  of  the  man¬ 
ners  of  fome  of  the  comic  cha¬ 
racters  drawn  by  Shakfpeare,  well 
adapted  to  expofe  to  ridicule 
44  Mafter  Samuel  Irelaunde,”  to 
whom  they  are  dedicated. 

For  fome  Abort  time  after  the 
appearance  of  the  above-named 
Mafter  Ireland’s  44  Mifcellaneous 
Papers,  &c.”  efforts  were  made  to 
fupport  their  authenticity  by  dif- 
ferentanonymous  authors.  One  of 
thefe  published  his  lucubrations  un¬ 
der  the  title  of  44  A  Comparative 
Review  of  the  Opinions  of  Mr. 
James  Boaden,  &c.”  with  the  fig- 
nature  of  A  Friend  to  Confiftency ; 
another  his,  with  the  fignature  of 
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Philalethes,  under  the  title  of 

Shakfpeare-s  Manufcripts  in  the 
Rodeffion  of  Mr.  Ireland  examin¬ 
ed,  refpefting  the  internal  and  ex¬ 
ternal  Evidences  of  their  Authen¬ 
ticity  and  a  third  under  the  title 
of  “•  Vortieern  under  Coniidera- 
tion,  Sc c.”  which  in  point  of  com- 
pohtion  were  not  contemptible, 
but  are  now  consigned  to  oblivion 
with  the  forgery  they  were  meant 
to  defend.  We  are  far  from  wild¬ 
ing  to  include  the  authors  among 
the  p&rticipes  Criminisi  The  title 
of  the  la  ft -men  tinned  treatife  gives 
us  the  opportunity  of  adding,  that 
a  play  from  Mr.  Ireland’s  collec¬ 
tion,  called  u  Vortigern  and  Row- 
ena,”  found  its  way  to  the  boards 
of  a  theatre  royal*  but,  in  the  tech¬ 
nical  language,  was  datnned  on  the 
fi rft  night. 

We  clofe  our  lift  of  treatifes  on 
this  fubjedt  of  literary  fraud,  with 
announcing  “  An  authentic  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Shakfperian  Manu¬ 
scripts,  by  W.  H.  Ireland,”  fort  of 
Mr.  Samuel  Iceland*  in  which  the 
young  man  takes  upon  himfeif  the 
whole  criminality  of  the  infamous 

■j 

buli-nefs ;  and  44  Mr.  Ireland’s  Vin¬ 
dication  of  his  Conduct,  Sec.”  on 
the  ground  of  his  fon’s  coitfeftion 
and  folemn  declaration.  Of  the 
credit  due  to  the  former,  and  of 
the  pleas  which  candour  may  be 
induced  to  admit  in  extenuation  of 
the  reprehenlible  conduct  of  the 
latter,  we  leave  the  public  to  judge 
from  their  refpeftive  productions. 

Since  the  laft  notice  which  we 
took  of  44  Archa?ologia,  or,  mif- 
cellaneous  Tradts  relative  to  Anti¬ 
quities,  by  the  Society  of  Anti¬ 
quaries,  of  London,”  the  Xlth  and 
Xllth  volumes  of  that  work  have 
made  their  appearance.  Thefe  vo¬ 
lumes  prefent  us  with  a  great  va¬ 
riety  of  papers,  chiefly  the  refult  of 
the  .refear  ches  and  ftudies  of  the 
members,  by  many  of  whieh  ws 
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have  been  inftrudted  and  enter* 
timed.  The  moft  valuable  articles 
in  the  Xftll  volume  are,-  Obfer-'- 
vations  on  Rliny’s  Account  of  the 
Temple  of  Diana  at  Ephefus,  by- 
Thomas  Falconer,  Efq ;  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  Roman  Antiquities  dif- 
covered  in  -Cumberland,  by  the 
Rev.  D,  Carlisle  *  a  Memoir  on  Bri- 
tlfli  Naval  Arch itedtu re,  by  Ralph 
Willett,  Efq ;  a  Memoir  on  the 
Origin  of  Printing,  by' the  Tarns 
gentleman  ;  and  Remarks-  oh  the 
European  Names  of  Cheftmen,  by- 
Francis  Douce,  Efq.  Among  the 
moft  important  articles  in  the 
XTIth  volume,  we  may  point  out 
different  papers  on  Druid'ical  Re¬ 
mains',  and  Roman  and  other  An¬ 
tiquities  in  Derby flii re*  by  Day¬ 
man  Rooke,  Efq;  an  Epiftolary 
Diftertation  upon  the  Life  and 
Writings  of  Robert  Wace,  an  An¬ 
glo-Norman  Poet  of  the  1 2th  Cen¬ 
tury,  by  the  Abbe  de  la  Rue;  a 
Letter  concerning  the  Lives  of 
various  Angio-Norrtiau  Poets  of 
the  fame  Age,  by  hhe  fame  au¬ 
thor  ;  an  Effay  towards  the  Hif- 
tory  of  the  Venta  Icehortim  of 
the  Romans,  and  of  Norwich 
Caftle,  with  Remarks  on  fhe' Ar¬ 
chitecture  of  the  ‘Anglo-Saxon# 
and  Normans,  by  William  WIN' 
kins  of  Norwich  ;  Extracts  from  a 
M.S.  entitled  the  Life  of  Mr.  Phi- 
neas  Petfe,  one  of  the  Matter  Ship¬ 
wrights  to  King  James  I.  drawn? 
up  by  himfeif,  and  communicated' 
bv  the  Rev.  Sam  del  Denne ;  and 
the  Account  of  Sir  Edward  Wal- 
degrave,  Knight,  of  the  Money, 
Cloaths,  Velvets,  Silks,  Provisions, 
See.  &c.  expended  at  the  Funeral 
of  King  Edward  VI.  communicat¬ 
ed  by  Craven  Qrd,  Efq.  from  the 
original  in  the  exchequer.  To 
which  we  may  add  the  articles  ?n- 
ferted  among  our  fcledtions.  Thefe 
volumes  are  amply  illuftrated  with 
well-executed  engravings. 
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The  publication  entitled  “  Vefti- 
ges  of  Oxford  Caftle,  or  a  .frnall 
Fragment  of  a  Work  intended  to 
be  publifhed  fpeedily,  on  the  Hif- 
tory  of  ancient  Caftles,  and  on  the 
Progrefs  of  Architecture*  by  Ed- 
ward  King,  Efq.  F.  R.  S.  and  F. 
S.  A.”  accompanied  with  plates,  af¬ 
fords  abundant  evidence  of  the 
learning,  accuracy,  and  ingenuity 
which  the  author  is  capable  of  em¬ 
ploying  in  inveftigating  the  curious 
remains  of  ancient  times  ;  and  is  a 
promiflng  fpecimen  of  the  enter¬ 
tainment  which  may  be  expeCted 
from  his  larger  work.  His  delign 
in  that  undertaking  is,  “  to  eluci¬ 
date  the  hiflory  of  the  whole  gra¬ 
dual  progrefs  of  architecture,  in  all 
its  branches,  both  ecclefiaftical,  ci¬ 
vil,  and  military,  in  fucceflive  pe¬ 
riods  in  this  country  ;  and  to  afford 
a  linking  illuftration  of  coeval 
and  contemporary  manners ;  and 
an  elucidation  of  feveral  obfcure 
ordinances  in  feudal  and  other 
laws;  giving  clear  proofs  of  the 
one  by  means  of  the  moft  un- 
qucftionable  remaining  fpecimens 
of  many  ancient  ftruCtures,  now 
brought  into  one  point  of  view, 
and  compared  together ;  by  means 
of  the  comparifon  of  thefe  with 
the  moft  pofitive  evidence  of  an¬ 
cient  records  and  hillorians,  from 
the  age  of  the  firft  Britons,  down 
to  the  beginning  of  the  17th  cen¬ 
tury  and  to  throw  light  “  on 
the  hiftory  of  manners  of  thofe 
primeval  eaftern  nations,  and  on 
thofe  patriarchal  ages,  from  whence 
many  of  the  firft  ideas  of  building, 
ami  of  rearing  either  fortrefies  or 
facred  ftruCtures,  were  unqueftion- 
abiv  derived. ” 

Mr.  Cordiner’s  u  Remarkable 
Ruins,  and  romantic  ProfpeCts,  of 
North  Britain;  with  ancient  Mo* 
nurnents,  and  lingular  Subjects  of 
Natural  HiRcry,”  in  a  vols*  4te, 


with  numerous  beautiful  engraV* 
ings,  will  be  received  with  pleafure 
by  the  antiquary,  the  man  of  tafte, 
and  the  natural  hiftorian.  This 
work  was  originally  publifhed  in* 
numbers,  which  are  now  collect¬ 
ed,  and  arranged  under  the  divi- 
fions  implied  in  the  title.  We 
cannot  particularize  its  various  con¬ 
tents.  Blemifhes  and  defeCts  we 
might  point  out  in  the  narrative 
and  defcriptive  part,  with  refpeCt 
to  the  language  and  compofition, 
and  what  we  deem  to  be  liable  to 
animadverfion  in  the  author’s  anti¬ 
quarian  conjectures,  and  the  re¬ 
flections  incidentally  interfperfed 
throughout  his  work.  But  the  or¬ 
namental  part,  on  which  it  was 
defigned  chiefly  to  depend  for  re¬ 
commendation,  entitles  it  to  a  very 
refpeCtable  rank  in  this  clafs  of  pro¬ 
ductions. 

Of  the  plan  and  contents  of  the 
next  work  which  we  have  to  an¬ 
nounce,  our  readers  will  be  able 
to  form  a  tolerable  idea  from  its 
ample  title.  It  is  w  The  Hiftory 
of  the  County  of  Cumberland,  and 
fome  Places  adjacent,  from  the 
earlieft  Accounts  to  the  prefent 
Time:  comprehending  the  local 
Hiftory  of  the  County ;  its  Anti¬ 
quities  ;  the  Origin,  Genealogy, 
and  prefent  State  of  the  principal 
Families,  with  biographical  Notes  ; 
its  Mines,  Minerals,  and  Tlants, 
with  other  Curiofities,  either  of 
Nature  or  of  Art.  Particular  At¬ 
tention  is  paid,  and  a  juft  Account 
given  of  every  Improvement  in 
Agriculture,  Manufactures,  and  the 
other  Aits,  in  2  vols.  By  Wil¬ 
liam  Hutchinfon,  F.  A.  S.”  Vol.  I. 
in  2  parts.  On  the  author’s  in- 
duftry  in  collecting  and  difpofing 
the  materials  of  this  work,  it  would 
be  unjuft  were  vve  not  to  bellow  a 
confiderable  degree  of  praife ;  a3 
it  would,  like  wife,  were  we  not  to 
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pronounce  it  replete  with  that  fpe- 
cies  of  information  and  entertain¬ 
ment  which  vve  expert  to  meet 
With  in  topographical  hiftories.  We 
'do  not  pronounce  it  a  perfect,  or 
tmohjecHonable  performance:  but 
its  general  merits  greatly  outweigh 
its  defeats.  This  hiftory  is  illuftrat- 
ed  with  feverai  neat  engravings. 

Mr.  Lodge’s  “  Introductory 
Sketches  of  a  topographical  Hiftory 
of  the  Cotinty  of  Hereford,”  are 
offered  to  the  public  as  a  fpeci- 
men  of  a  larger  work,  on  which  it 
k  his  intention  to  employ  himfelf, 
Ihould  he  meet  with  the  encou¬ 
ragement  and  aftiftance  neceftary 
to  the  completion  of  his  delign. 
They  contain  a  brief  but  pleating 
defcription  of  the  fttuation,  boun¬ 
daries,  extent,  general  appearance, 
rivers,  foil,  produXions,  peculiar 
cuftoms,  and  climate  of  Hereford- 
fliire  ;  together  with  a  thort  abftraX 
of  the  hiftory  of  the  fucceftive  in¬ 
habitants-,  and  political  revolutions 
from  the  earlieft  times,  to  the  reign 
of  Charles  I.  From  what  Mr, 
Lodge  has  performed,  we  are  in¬ 
duced  to  think  that  he  is  poftefted 
of  the  qualifications  requifite  for 
fitch  an  undertaking ;  and  we  hope 
that  lie  will  meet  with  that  pa¬ 
tronage,  and  receive  thofe  commu¬ 
nications,  which  may  enable  him 
to  prefect  us  with  a  full  and  minute 
account  of  this  interefting  diftriX 
of  our  iftand.  His  plan  is  to  de¬ 
vote  a  frfiall  oXavo  volume  to  each 
of  the  eleven  hundreds  into  which 
the  county  is  divided. 

«  The"  Hiftory  of  Monmouth- 
Ihire,  by  David  Williams,  illuftrat- 
ed  and  ornamented  by  Views  of  its 
principal  Landfcapes,  Ruins,  and 
Refidences,  by  John  Gardner,  Vi¬ 
car  of  Batterfea,”  is  divided  into 
twelve  feXions.  Eleven  of  thefe 
conftft,  chiefly,  of  hilloricai  and 
antiquarian  information ;  the  ma¬ 


terials  for  which  Mr.  Williams  has 
collected  with  induftry,  diferimi- 
nated  and  arranged  with  judgment 
and  attention,  and  formed  into  an 
interefting  narrative,  delivered  in  a 
correct  and  forcible  ftyie.  The 
text  is  alfo  frequently  enriched  with 
entertaining  anecdotes,  with  libe¬ 
ral  philofophical  and  political  re¬ 
flexions,  and  uftful  fcientific  re¬ 
marks.  The  topographical  part  of 
this  work  is  confined  to  the  firft 
and,  laid  feXions,  and  prefects  us 
with  what  is  moft  important  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  fituation,  divifions,  po¬ 
pulation,  general  appearance,  na¬ 
tural  hiftory,  manners,  manufac¬ 
tures,  rural  economy,  Sec.  of  the 
county.  To  the  whole  is  added 
an  Appendix,  containing  docu¬ 
ments,  envious  and  interefting  pa¬ 
pers  and  letters,  and  mifcellaneous 
remarks  which  could  not  with  pro¬ 
priety  be  incorporated  in  the  work 
itfelf.  But  one  principal  recom¬ 
mendation  of  this  volume  confifts 
in  Mr.  Gardnor’s  numerous  and 
beautiful  views,  judiciouftv  feleX- 
ed  from  a  country  which  “  forms 
one  exquiftte  landfcape  :  hills  co¬ 
vered  with  woods,  which  the  roads 
beautifully  limit  or  boldly  climb, 
vallies  fruXified  by  ftreams,  where 
fmaller  eminences  feem  to  recline 
againft  the  mountains  ;  thickets  in¬ 
definitely  diverfified,  where  ob- 
jeXs,  as  the  traveller  moves,  feem 
perpetually  to  peep  ?nd  retire; 
turrets  riling  in  covert?,  and  ruin¬ 
ed  arches  aim  oft  buried  within 
them;  mutilated  caftles,  and  mould¬ 
ering  abbeys  partially  concealed  ; 
hamlets,  churches,  houfes,  cotta¬ 
ges,  and  farms  blended  into  one 
general  and  extend  v  e  feene  which  is 
w 0 nd e r f u  1  iy  piXu re fque.” 

In  our  Regifter  for  the  year 
1793,  when  noticing  the  “  Lite¬ 
rary  Life  of  the  late  Thomas  Pen¬ 
nant,  Efq.”  we  a  J  verted  to  the  whi m - 
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fical  manner  in  which  the  author 
eliofe  to  announce  the  termination 
of  his  authorial  exigence,  and  in¬ 
timated  the  probability  of  his  re- 
fufcitation.  During  the  prefent 
vear  our  expectations  and  our 
wilhes  have  been  gratified,,  by  the 
appearance  of  his  “  Hiftory  of  the 
Pari  flies  of  Whiteford  and  Holy- 
well.”  In  'the  former  parifh  are 
the  feats  of  the  Pennant  and  Mof- 
tyn  families,  and  in  it  our  worthy 
author  fir  ft  fa  w  the  light  :  in  the 
latter  a  eonfiderable  part  of  his 
property  lies.  Thefe  circumftancea 
have  led  him  to  enter  into  a  varie¬ 
ty  of  family  and  literary  anecdotes, 
from  which  we  have  received  no 
fmall  degree  of  entertainment.  But 
the  author’s  favourite  fcenes  fup- 
plied  him  with  much  other  mat¬ 
ter,  antiquarian,  commercial,.  and 
economical,  which  enabled  him 
to  collect  together  a  eonfiderable 
variety  of  curious  and  ufeful  in¬ 
formation.  It  is  fufficient  for  the 
reader  to  recoiled  the  corner  of 
our  lfland  in  which  thefe  fcenes 
He,  the  celebrated  metallic,  cotton, 
and  other  manufactories  that  have 
been  erected  in  them,  and  St.- 
Wenefrede’s  well,  fo  famous  in 
-the  annals  of  fuperftition,  to.  ex¬ 
cite.  in  him  a  curiofity  to  peru'fe 
the  narrative  of  our  lively  and  in¬ 
telligent  old  acquaintance.  In  an 
Appendix,  Mr.  Pennant  has  given 
an  account  of  the  five  royal  tribes  of 
Cambria,  from  Vaughan’s  u  Britifli 
Antknnties  -evived  of  the  fifteen 
tribes  of  North  Wales,  from  a  ma- 
nufeript  in  the  poftHfion  of  the 
Rev.  L.  Owen.;  and  of  his  own 
Unedited  and  voluminous  rrsanu- 
feript,  in  22  volumes  folio,  enti¬ 
tled  u  Outlines  of  the  Globe.” 
This  volume  is  embeliifhed  with 
numerous  well-executed  engravings 

k.  _  iD  1 

from  the  drawings  of  Mofes  Grif¬ 
fith,  the  author*  6  itvouritc  ardft. 


“  The  Hiftory  and  Antiquities 
of  the  City  and  Suburbs  of  Wor- 
cefter,  by  Valentine  Green,  F.  S, 
A.”  in  2  vols.  4to.  is  a  fplendid 
work  in  point  of  typography,  and 
ornamented  with  feveral  elegant 
engravings.  In  point  of  compo- 
fttion,  it  is  too  ftiff  and  artificial 
for  a  popular  and  pleafing  work. 
Of  the  information  and  entertain¬ 
ment  to  be  derived  from  its  con¬ 
tents,  the  following  fummary  will 
convey  a  general  idea.  The  firft 
volume  contains  an  account  of 
Worcefter  under  the  Romans,  and 
under  the  Saxons  of  the  college; 
of  the  cathedral  and  monaftery  to 
the  reformation  ;  of  the  eftablilh- 
ment  by  Henry  VIII;  of  the  ca¬ 
thedral  fubfequent  to  the  reforms; 
tion  ;  of  the  fucceffive  bifhops  of 
Worcefter,  of  the  priors  to  the  dif- 
folu tion  of  the  monaftery,  and  of 
the  deans  of  Worcefter;  of  the 
prebendaries,  members  of  the  ec« 
clefiaftical  court,  and  of  the  arch¬ 
deacons;  of  the  religious  houfes  ; 
of  the  caftle  and  its  hereditary  con- 
ftables  ;  of  the  earls  and  marquifles 
of  Worcefter;  and  of  battles, 
fteges,  and  other  memorable  events. 
The  feco-nd  volume  contains  am 
account  of  Worcefter  in  its  prefent 
ftate ;  of  the  civil  government, 
parochial  ftate,  &c  ;  of  th-e  hofpi- 
tals  and  other  charitable'  founda¬ 
tions  ;  of  perfohs  of  note,  feals* 
coins,  &c.  To  the  whole  is  added 
a  long  Appendix  of  illuftrative  pa¬ 
pers. 

Mr.  Price’s  u  Hiftorical  Account 
of  the  City  of  Hereford,  with  fome 
Remarks,  on  the  River  Wye,  and 
tjle  natural  and  artificial  Beauties 
Contiguous  to  its  Banks,  & c.  em- 
beliilhed  with  elegant  Views,  Plans, 
,&c.”  has  been  drawn  up  with  at*, 
tendon,  and  judgment,  and  in  an 
agreeable,  pleafing  ft  vie.  It  ap¬ 
pears  to  comprize  every  thing  of 

importance* 
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importance,  either  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  or  flrangers,  relative  to  the 
hiflorv  of  the  city  and  neighbour¬ 
hood;  its  commerce;  population; 
govef-nrnent ;  public  buildings; 
Dunops ;  eminent  natives;  earls, 
See.  The  author’s  remarks  on  the 
Wye  will  not  be  found  the  lead 
entertaining  part  of  his  volume. 

In  our  Regifter  for  the  year 
1793,  we  introduced  to  our  readers 
Mr.  New  combe’s  “  Hiftorv  of  the 
ancient  and  royal  Foundation, 
called  the  Abbry  of  St.  Alban, 
Sec.”  The  volume  then  before  us 
slofed  with  the  year  1335.  We 
have  now  to  announce  the  au¬ 
thor's  continuation  of  that  work, 
which  carries  down  the  hiftorv  of 
:hat  religious  houfe,  from  the  pe- 
*iod  above  mentioned  to  its  diifp- 
hition  in  1539  This  volume  par- 
akes  of  the  fame  general  character 
with  the  preceding,  and  p  repents 
he  (Indent  in  txclefiaftical  anti- 
juities  with  much  information  and 
tmufement.  We  were  fur  prized, 
lowever,  to  find  Mr.  Newcombe, 
vho  is  a  clergyman  of  the  church 
>f  England,  adopting  the  fentN 
nents  and  language"  of  Popifti  h i f- 
orians  and  bigots,  when  (peaking 
>f  John  Wicfiife  and  the  fir  ft  re- 
ormers  ;  indirectly  intimatdig  his 
idlh  lor  the  introduffion  of  more 
>f  thofe  externals  into  the  worfbip 
if  the  reformed  church,  which 
on ftituted  fome  of  the  chief  and 
noft  pernicious  abufes  of  the  pa- 
ial  fyftem  ;  and  expvefftng  nidig- 
ation  at  the  fupprefiion  of  the  re- 
igious  houfes  which  took  place  at 
be  reformation. 

u  The  ancient  and  modern  Hif- 
DT}r  of  Lewes  and  Brightheimfton, 

1  which  are  comprized  the  moft 
iterefting  Events  of  the  County 
t  large ;  under  the  Regnian,  Ro- 
ian.  Saxon,  and  Norm  aft  Settle¬ 


ments,”  is  an  anonvmous  worlr, 
which  reflects  great  credit  on  the 
compiler’s  induftry,  literary  abili¬ 
ties,  arid  manly  liberal  fentiments. 
Independently  of  topographical  an<$ 
hiliorical  matter,  it  contains  fome 
in  ter  effing  particulars  on  fubjeffs 
connected  with  jurifprudence,  and. 
conftitutional  re  prefen  tation. 

Mr.  George  Cumberland’s  “  At¬ 
tempt  to  deferibe  Hafod,  and  the 
neighbouring  Scenes  over  the  Fu- 
nacb,  commonly  called  the  Devil’s 
Bridge,  in  the  County  of  Cardi¬ 
gan,”  contains  an  animated  and 
elegant  piffure  of  fome  beautiful 
feenery  in  Wales,  which  the  au¬ 
thor  pronounces  more  ftriking  and 
impreftive  than  any  which  he  met 
with  in  repeated  tours  among  the 
Alps,  the  Appennines,  the  Sabine 
hills,  the  Tyroicfe,  along  the  (bores 
of  the  Adriatic,  over  the  Glaciers 
of  Switzerland,  and  up  the  Rhine. 
It  is  well  calculated  to  excite  the 
curiofity  of  travellers  into  the  prin¬ 
cipality,  and  will  prove  an  ufcful 
companion  in  their  vifit  to  Ha¬ 
fod. 

Mr.  Ledwicb’s  u  Statiftical  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Parifb  of  Aghaboe, 
in  Queen’s  County,  Ireland,” 
cannot  fail  to  engage  the  notice  of 
the  public,  on  account  of  the  au¬ 
thor’s  celebrity  as  a  writer  on  fub- 
jetfts  intimately  connected  with  to¬ 
pographical  hiftory.  And  we  can 
venture  to  aftert,  that  the  informa¬ 
tion  which  it  conveys  will  abun¬ 
dantly  repay  the  reader  for  the 
trouble  of  perufing  it.  This  in¬ 
formation  is  comprized  under  the 
heads  of,  the  name  and  origin  of 
the  parifii ;  its  topography  ;  the  face 
of  the  parilh  ;  its  foil  and  fulfils*; 
proprietors,  houfes,  population  ; 
the  fize  of  firms,  leafes,  tythts,  im-  ' 
plements  of  hufbandry,  and  poor; 
tillage;  rental,  flock,  and  induftry 
Q  3  of 
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of  the  parifh ;  and  the  parifh  church 
of  Aghabor,  the  Dominican  Ab¬ 
bey,  and  other  antiquities. 

The  firft  place  among  the  books 
of  Travels  which  were  publifhed 
during  the  1796,  is  due  to  the 
4i  Narrative  of  a  five  Years  Expe¬ 
dition,  againft  the  revolted  Ne¬ 
groes  of  Surinam,  in  Guiana,  &c. 
from  the  Year  1772,  to  1777,  elu¬ 
cidating  the  Hiftory  of  that  Coun¬ 
try,  and  defcribing  its  Produdtions, 
&c.  by  Captain  J.  G.  Stedman,” 
in  2.  vols.  4to.  This  work,  al¬ 
though  the  author  very  modeftly 
difclaims  all  pretenficns  to  literary 
excellence,  is  written  in  an  inter- 
efting  and  pleafmg  ftyle,  and  pre¬ 
fen  ts  us  with  a  vaft  mafs  of  novel, 
curious,  and  enteitaining  matter, 
which,  from  the  internal  evidence, 
as  well  as  our  own  enquiries,  we 
have  every  reafon  to  believe  to  be 
authentic  and  accurate,  for  the 
origin,  the  object,  and  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  captain  Stedman’s  expe¬ 
dition,  we  muft  refer  our  readers 
to  the  work  itfelf.  In  the  courfe 
of  it,  he  had  repeated  opportunities 
of  penetrating  farther  into  the  wild 
country  of  Guiana,  than  any  tra¬ 
veller  whofe  account  we  have  feen 
or  heard  of;  and  he  has  delivered 
his  details  in  a  frank  and  lively 
manner,  that  is  peculiarly  adapted 
to  engage  and  gratify  attention. 
But  his  narrative  is  intermixed  with 
much  rnifcellaneous  information, 
which  conftitutes  its  principal  va¬ 
lue.  This  information  relates  to 
the  hiflory,  and  the  prefent  ftate  of 
the  colony ;  its  productions  ;  its 
commerce ;  its  natural  hiftory  ;  the 
charadter  and  manners  of  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  and  Creole  fettlers  ;  the 
cuftomsof  the  Aborigines ;  and  the 
character  and  Situation  of  the  fu¬ 
gitive  negroes,  whp  have  eftablifh- 


ed  their  liberty  and  independency 
on  the  back  frontier  of  the  colony. 
It  contains,  likewife,  fuch  defcrip-. 
tionS  of  the  barbarities  pradtifecf 
by  the  colonifls  on  their  unhappy- 
flaves,  as  muff  excite  the  utmoft 
horror  in  minds  poffefTed  of  any 
fenfibility,  not  only  againft  the 
agents  in  tbofe  fcenes,  bur  againft 
the  diabolical  traffic  in  human  flefhr 
which  has  given  occafion  for  fuch 
barbarities.  The  author’s  narrative 
alfo  prefents  the  reader  with  many 
pleating  epifodes;  among  which 
the  principal,  as  it  is  interwoven, 
with  a  contiderable  part  of  his  per*. 
fonal  adventures,  relates  to  his  at¬ 
tachment  to  a  beautiful  mulatto. 
Thefe  volumes  are  ill  11  Orated  with 
eighty  elegant  engravings,  front 
drawings  made  by  the  author. 

Mr.  Hearne’s  “  Journey  from,. 
Prince  of  Wales’s  Fort  in  Hudfon’s, 
Bay,  to  the  Northern  Ocean,  &c. 
in  the  Years  1769,  1772,”  was  un¬ 
dertaken  by  order  of  the  HudfoiPs- 
Bay  Company,  in  hrder  to  difcover 
fome  copper  mines,  whichfiad  been 
reprefented  by  different  Indians  who 
came  to  trade  at  the  fadiory,  to  be, 
near  a  large  river,  fuppofed  to  emp¬ 
ty  itfelf  into  Hudfon’s  Bay,  and  ta 
be  fo  rich  and  valuable,  that  a  fliip 
might  be  ballafted  with  ore  inftead; 
of  ftone,  and  that  with  the  utmoti  eafe 
and  difpatch.  Another  objedt  pro*, 
pofed  to  beaccomplifhed  in  this  jour¬ 
ney  was,  a  finalrefolution  of  the  quef- 
tion  whether  there  exift  a  north-r 
weft  paffiige  through  Hudfon’s  Bay, 
The  refult  of  this  toilfome  and, 
dangerous  journey  was,  a  convic¬ 
tion  that  the  Indians  had  grofsly 
impofed  on  the  company’s  fer- 
vants;  and,  in  the  author’s  judg¬ 
ment,  the  entire  demolition  of  all 
hopes  of  a  north-weft  paffage.  In 
the  courfe  of  this  journey  Mr. 
Hearne  was  accompanied  by  a 

famous 
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famous  Indian  leader  as  a  guide, 
and  numerous  Indian  attendants, 
with  whom  he  was  obliged  to  mix 
for  a  confiderable  time  in  the  habits 
and  employments  of  lavage  life. 
In  this  fituation  he  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  acquiring  much  curious 
and  intere fling  information  re- 
fpefling  the  different  tribes  of 
northern  Indians,  their  manufac¬ 
tures,  character  and  cufloms,  their 
country  and  its  natural  hiftory ; 
which  he  has  related  in  the  volume 
before  us  with  a  plainnefs  and  per- 
fpicuity  that  will  enfure  it  a  fa¬ 
vourable  reception  with  the  public. 
This  volume  is  ornamented  with 
nine  maps  and  plates. 

The  “  New  Travels  into  the 
Interior  Parts  of  Africa,  by  the 
Way  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
in  the  Years  1 783,  4,  and  5,  trans¬ 
lated  from  the  French  of  Le  Vail- 
lant/’  &c.  in  3  vols.  will  afford 
the  philofopher,  the  hiftorian,  and 
the  naturalift,  much  curious  in¬ 
formation  and  entertainment.  In 
our  account  of  the  literature  of 
France,  far  the  year  1789,  we  laid 
before  our  readers  the  chara&er  of 
this  lively\nd  intelligent  author’s 
narrative  of  his  former  travels  into 
th£  interior  of  Africa,  which  is  in 
every  refpe^l  applicable  to  the  vo¬ 
lumes  before  us.  The  fcenes,  how¬ 
ever,  of  his  peregrinations  are  diffe¬ 
rent,  and  the  incidents  which  oc¬ 
curred  to  him  have  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  proportionate  novel¬ 
ty.  Previous  to  M.  Yaillant’s  new 
expedition  into  the  African  wilds, 
he  made  an  excurfion  among  the 
colonifts  fettled  round  the  Cape, 
whom  he  has  divided  into  three 
claffes,  and  deferibed  their  manners 
with  apparent  fidelity,  and,  juft  d-if- 
crimination,,.  His  grand  journey 
was  directed  northwards,  through 
the  defolate  regions  on  the  weftern 
coait  of  Africa,  the  country  of  the 
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Nimiquas  and  K.abobiqua3,  to  that 
of  the  Houzouanas  under  the  tro. 
pic  of  Capricorn,  a  people  who 
are  the  probable  ftem  of  the  va¬ 
rious  tribes  of  Hottentots,  and 
from  their  bravery  and  aHivity 
the  terror  of  all  the  neighbouring 
hordes :  and  from  thence,  fouth- 
wards,  through  a  variety  of  perils, 
to  the  Cape.  Among  our  feledtions 
we  have  given  the  author’s  pic¬ 
tures  of  the  character  and  manners 
of  the  Nimiquas,  and  Houzouanas. 
This  tranflation  is  well  executed, 
and  is  accompanied  with  a  large 
map,  delineating  the  route  of  M# 
Vailiant’s  prefent  and  former  tra¬ 
vels,  and  twenty-two  other  cop¬ 
per-plates. 

The  volume  of  u  Travels  through 
various  Provinces  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Naples,  in  1789,  by  Charles 
Ulyffes,  of  Salis  Marfchlins,  tranl- 
lated  from  the  German,  by  An¬ 
thony  Aufrere,  Efq;  illuftrated  with 
Engravings,5’  will  prove  an  accept¬ 
able  prefent  to  the  Englifh  reader. 
The  various  branches  of  natural 
hiftory  and  economics  were  the 
principal  fubjeCts  which  engaged 
our  traveller’s  attention;  and  the 
information  which  he  has  collected, 
together  with  his  own  reflections, 
and  incidental  difculfious,  are  itj- 
ftru&ive  and  entertaining.  The 
tranftator,  who  has  executed  hi? 
talk  in  a  correct  and  pleafing  man¬ 
ner,  offers  thefe  volumes  as  a  ufe- 
ful  fupplement  to  Mr.  Swinburne’s 
valuableTravels  in  theTwo  Sicilies, 
We  announced  the  original  in  our 
View  of  the  Literature  of  Switzer¬ 
land  for  the  year  1 795. 

Mr.  Owen’s  two  vols.  of  u  Tra¬ 
vels  into  different  Parts  of  Europe, 
in  the  Years  1791  and  1792,  with 
Familiar  Remarks  on  Places,  Men, 
and  Manners,5’  detailed  in  a  feries 
of  letters,  form  a  pleafing  addition 
to  the  ColieHion  of  our  Englifh 
Q  4  tourifts,. 
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tourifts.  The  Netherlands,  Liege, 
the  weftern  diftrihts  of  Germa¬ 
ny,  Switzerland,  Savoy,  Piedmont, 
Italy  from  the  northern  diviflons 
to  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  the  Ty- 
folefe  Alps,  Switzerlan  d  again  and 
part  of  France,  the  Circle  of  Au- 
fbfia,  Bohemia,  Saxony,  the  Prulfian 
dominions,  and  PJolland,  were  the 
fcenes  which  our  traveller  fnccef- 
flvely  vifited,  and  which  called  forth 
his  various  intelligCRt  remarks.  Al- 
though  “  the  outline  of  his  tuur 
differs  in  very  few  refpedfs  from 
the  ordinary  track  of  fafhionable 
travel,”  and  the  author  pretends 
neither  to  offer  to  his  readers  u  the 
voyage  of  the  connoifteur,  nor  the 
journal  of  the  naturalift,”  neither 
u  to  throw  light  upon  the  fchools 
of  painting,  nor  the  fcience  of 
phyftcs;”  he  has,  nevertheless,  fur- 
niffied  them  with  much  rational 
entertainment,  in  the  various  ar¬ 
ticles  of  information  which  he  has 
cplle&ed,  and  in  his  observations 
on  the  manners  of  the  different  na¬ 
tions  through  which  he  paffed. 
The  reflections  which  are  intro¬ 
duced  throughout  thefe  volumes 
do  honour  to  Mr.  Owen’s  good 
fenfe  and  liberality;  and  his  lfyle 
and  language  are  accurate  and  ele- 
gant. 

Mr.  Hunter’s  “  Travels  in  the 
Year  1792,  through  France,  Tur¬ 
key,  and  Flungary,  to  Vienna,  &c. 
in  a  Series  of  Letters  to  a  Ladv  in 
Lnglar.d,”  if  they  do  not  convey 
much  new  or  important  informa¬ 
tion,  contain  many  particulars  that 
yyi.ll  be  found  intereftirig  and  amuf- 
ing  by  readers  in  general,  and  are 
written  in  a  neat  and  lively  ftvle. 
While  deferibing  the  circumftance'j 
and  incidents  of  his  journey  through 
the  jmrkifh  dominions,  Mr.  Hunt¬ 
er’s  reflections,  exi  ibit  a  juft  ab¬ 
horrence  of  dMpotiftn  and  fuper- 
ffition,  and  a  manly  indignation  at 
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the' wretchednefs  produced  among 
the  commonalty,  by  the  effects  of 
a  corrupt  and  oppreffive  govern¬ 
ment  But  while  deferibing  his 
travels  through  Fiance  in  the  year 
1792,  fo  areat  is  his  diflike  to  re- 
publicaniim,  which  he  considers 
to  be  the  oppoflte  extreme  of  evil, 
and  of  modern  rehgious  innova? 
tions,  that  he  indulges  in  la  menta¬ 
tions  over  the  ruins  of  the  old  mo¬ 
narchy,  and  the  monaftic  inftitu- 
tlons. 

The  3  v ols.  qf  «  Letters  from 
Scandinavia, on  the  paft  and  prefect 
State  of  the  Northern  Nations  of 
Europe,”  are  written  in  a  general? 
ly  eafy  and  lively,  though  not  al¬ 
ways  regular  or  correct  ftyle,  and 
contain  no  fmall  fhare  of  various 
information.  A  confiderable  part 
appears  to  have  been  compiled  from 
good  autho;ities,  and  the  reft  to  be 
the  refuit  of  the  author’s  obferva- 
tions  and  enquiries.  The  reflec¬ 
tions  which  occur  in  them,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  are  fenlible  and  juft,  but 
fometimes  fanciful,  and  not  eaflfy 
reconciieable  with  genuine  libera¬ 
lity.  Thefe  letters  contain  amuf- 
ing  deferiptions  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  religion,  cuftoms,  and  man¬ 
ners  of  .t he  Ruffians,  the  Tartar 
tribes,  the  Finlanders,  and  the  Lap¬ 
landers,  together  with  an  account 
of  Peterfburgh,  Cronftad,  the  im¬ 
perial  palaces,  &c, ;  numerous  par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  laft  war  between 
Ruflia  and  Sweden  ;  curious  and 
jnterefting  anecdotes  and  a  well- 
drawn  fketch  of  the  hiftory  of  Po¬ 
land.  To  the  body  of  the  work  is 
added  an  appendix,  deferibing  a 
voyage  round  the  iflands  of  Den¬ 
mark. 

Mrs.  WollftonecrafPs  a  Letters 
written  during  a  fhbrt  Refidehce;in 
Sweden,  Norway,  and  Denmark,” 
are  diftinguifhed  by  numerous 
proofs  of  the  authorefs’s  well- 
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jknown  vigour  and  ftrength  of 
mind,  lively,  fency,  ancl  keen  len- 
fibiiity.  Her  plan  was  ;4  Amply 
to  endeavour  to  give  a  jli^  view 
of  the  countries  which  Hie  palled 
through,  as  far  as  fne  could  obtain 
information  during  lo  fhort  a  re- 
fthence:'5  in  executing  which,  die 
“  determined  to  let  her  remarks 
and  reflections  flow  unreftrained, 
as  die  perceived  that  die  could  not 
give  a  juft  defcription  of  what  ftie 
jfaw,  but  by  relating  the  tffeCl 
different  obj.eCts  had  produced  on 
her  mind  and  feelings,  whilft  the 
fmpreflions  were  frill  frefti.”  The 
dei’crrptions  which  ike  prefents  of 
natural  fcenery  are  fornetimes  bold 
and  highly  piCturefque,  and  fome- 
times  beautifully  foft  and  charm¬ 
ing  :  her  pictures  of  men  and  man¬ 
ners  are  well  drawn,  and  appear 
to  be  faithful  and  charaCteriftic  ; 
and  the  fentiments  which  die  has 
introduced,  are,  in  general,  juft 
and  important.  A  vein  of  melan¬ 
choly,  however,  runs  through  the 
whole,  oecationed  by  lorne  cruel 
dil'appointment  ;  which,  while  it 
irrelift:bly  excites  our  fympaihv, 
accounts  for  the  introduction  of 
dome  remarks  that  otherwise  would 
feem.  to  have  been  dictated  by  a 
fpirit  approaching  to  miianthropy. 

The  44  Letters  written  in  France, 
to  a  Friend  in  London,  between 
the  Month  of  November  i/94> 
the  Month  of  May  1 795’  ty  Ma¬ 
jor  Teach,  of  the  Marines,  late  of 
his  Majefty’s  diip  .  Alexander,” 
abound  in  much  curious  informa¬ 
tion,  relative  not  only  to  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  author,  and  the  other 
Sngliih  officers  and  feamen  who 
were  carried  prifoners  with  him 
ip  to  Fiance,  but  to  the  adtual  ftate 
of  French  fentiments  and  manneis, 
the  condition  and  difcipline  of  the 
I’rench  marine,  and  the  naval  ope¬ 
rations  of  France  and  England, 
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They  contain,  likewife,  a  variety 
of  obfervations  and  reflections  that 
do  honour  to  the  author’s  candour, 
and  to  his  humane  and  patriotic 
feelings;  and  they  are  written  in 
an  agreeable  and  unaftVCted  fiyle. 

Mr.  Wan  fey’s  44  Journal  of  an 
Excnrfion  to  the  United  States  or 
North  Arperica,,  in  the  Summer 
of  1794.,”  is  publi  filed,  as  it  was 
written,  with  lefs  attention  to  me¬ 
thod  and  correCtnefs  of  ftvle,  than 
to  a  defire  of  communicating  mat¬ 
ters  of  faCt,  and  of  enabling  the 
EnQiih  reader  to  form  a  tolerably 
accurate  idea  of  the  civil,  political, 
and  commercial  filiation  of  that 
rifing  continent,  and  of  the  charac¬ 
ter  and  manners  of  the  inhabitants. 
On  thefe  topics  it  prefents  us  with 
much  ufcful  information.  It  is 
embellifhed  with  a  profile  of  gene¬ 
ral  Washington,  and  a  view  of  the 
ftate  houfe  of  Philadelphia. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  numerous 
Political  publications  of  the  year, 
we  muft  purfue  our  ufual  method 
of  admitting  the  moil  important 
only  into  our  catalogue. 

44  The  Political  State  of  Europe 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Year  1796,” 
&c.  tranflaled  from  the  French  of 
M.  Calonne,  by  D.  St.  Quentin, 
is  an  enlarged  edition  of  tne  trea- 
tife  noticed  by  us  in  our  laft  vo¬ 
lume.  Tne  new’  matter  is  intend¬ 
ed  to  efieCtuate  a  coalition  be-- 
tween  the  royalift  and  conftitn- 
tional  emigrants,  in  fupport  of -a 
limited  monarchy,  and  to  imprefi 
on  the  public  mind  a  conviction, " 
that  the  eftablHbment  of  order  in 
France,  which  is  no  longer  to  be 
expeCted  from  the  force  of  arms 
alone,  muft  proceed  from  a  vo¬ 
luntary  movement  on  the  part  of 
the  nation  ;  that  it  is  ripe  tor 
this  movement;  and  that,  in  or* 
der  Q  render  it  fuccefsful,  an  agree- 
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ment  jfhould  be  made  and  adhered 
to,  of  founding  the  new  govern¬ 
ment  on  a  constitutional  baiis,  and 
tempered  by.  laws  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  as  to  be  fixed  and  immoveable. 
Bat  one  of  the  moft  curious  cir- 
cumftances  in  this  treatife  which 
fixed  our  attention  was,  the  au¬ 
thor’s  explicit  avowal  of  the  famous 
treaty  of  Pilnitz.  The  u  Confe¬ 
derations  on  the  State  of  Public 
Affairs,  at  the  Beginning  of  the 
Year  1 796, 55  contain  an  eloquent, 
but  fophiftical  declamation  in  praife 
of  the  magnanimity  of  this  country, 
and  the  perfonal  character,  of  the 
government,  and  in  defence  of  the 
continuance,  of  war  againft  Prance, 
till  44  the  proud  mifery  of  her 
government'5  fhail  fue  for  peace, 
with  contrition  for  her  political 
guilt,  and  offers  of  ample  atone¬ 
ment  for  the  injuries  which  file  has 
done  to  Europe.  The  44  View  of 
the  Relative  State  of  Great  Britain 
and  France,  at  the  Commencement 
of  the  Year  1796,”  the  44  Confi- 
derations  on  the  Prefent  State  of 
England  and  France,  by  Sir  Rich¬ 
ard  Mufgrave,  Bart. 55  44  the  Profpe- 
rity  of  Great  Britain  compared 
with  the  State  of  France,  her  Con- 
queffs,  and  Allies,  &c.  by  Rowland 
Hunt,  Efq.”  and  the  44  Remarks 
upon  the  Conduct  of  the  Perfons 
pofieffed  of  the  Powers  of  Govern¬ 
ment  in  France,”  are  feverally  in¬ 
tended  to  increafe  the  public  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  vvifdom  of  admi- 
niftratian,  as  difplayed  in  internal 
as  well  as  external  politics  ;  and  to 
point  out  the  refources  of  this 
country  for  carrying  on  the  pre¬ 
fent  juft  and  neceffary  war,  the 
perhdioufnlfs  of  the  directory,  and 
the  calamitous  ruined  condition  of 
the  French  republic.  But  th^moft 
diftinguilhed  publication,  in  ftip- 
port  of  the  continuance  of  the,  war 
with  France,  and  of  the  politics 
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in  which  it  originated,  was  Mr, 
Burke’s  44  Two  Letters  addreffed 
to  a  Member  of  the  prefent  Par¬ 
liament,  on  the  Propofals  of  Peace 
with  the  Regicide  Directory  of 
France,”  of  which  a  fpurious  edi¬ 
tion  appeared,  entitled  44  Thoughts 
on  the  ProfpeCt  of  a  Regicide 
Peace,”  &c.  In  this  work  the  au¬ 
thor  makes  ufe  of  his  well-known 
powers  of  rhetoric  in  attempting 
to  produce  the  conviction,  that  the 
French  republic  muff  be  deftroyed, 
or  it  will  deftroy  all  Europe;  and 
he  defcants,  wlh  his  accuftomed 
energy,  againft  the  dangerous  na¬ 
ture  of  French  principles,  and  the 
licentious,  proftitute,  abandoned, 
rude,  coarfe,  favage,  and  ferocious 
character  of  the  French  people. 
Every  perfon  who  is  not  actuated 
by  the  lame  frenzy  with  the  author, 
mu  ft  execrate  the  tendency  of  his 
inflammatory  production.  Several 
treatifes  foon  made  their  appear¬ 
ance  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Burke; 
Among  others,  that  entitled  44  Stric¬ 
tures  on  Mr.  Burke’s  Two  Let¬ 
ters,  addreffed  to  a  Member  of 
Parliament,”  by  an  anonymous  au¬ 
thor,  is  fenfible  and  animated,  and 
completely  refutes  the  arguments 
of  Mr.  Burke,  while  itexpofes  the 
audacity  and  ferocity  of  his  en¬ 
deavours  to  perpetuate  the  horrors 
of  that  ruinous  war  of  which  he 
has  been  an  aCtive  inftigator.  Mr. 
Wadciington’s  44  Remarks  on  Mr. 
Burke's  Two  Letters,”  &c.  are  lefs 
regular  and  fyftematic  than  the 
preceding  Strictures,  but  not  defi¬ 
cient  in  marks  of  ability,  and  con¬ 
vincing  as  far  as  they  go.  Mr.. 
Williams’s  44  Reply  to  Mr.  Burke’s 
Two  Letters,”  &c.  contains  many 
acute  and  fhrewd  remarks,  which 
fufficiently  expofe  the  princi 
pal  errors  and  mifreprefen  tac¬ 
tions  of  that  author.  So,  like- 
wife*  does  Mr.  Thelwall’s  letter  to 
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the  people  of  Great  Britain,  en¬ 
titled  “  the  Rights  of  Nature  again  ft 
the  Ufurpation  of  Eftabli  foments,” 
and  the  “  Retort  Politic  on  Mafter 
Burke,  &c.  by  a  Tyro  of  his  own 
School,  but  of  another  Clafs.” 

Another  publication  of  Mr. 
Burke’s  which  provoked  confider- 
sfole  difcuffion  was,  his  44  Letter  to 
a  noble  Lord  on  the  Attack  made 
on  him  and  his  Penfion  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  early  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  Seflion  of  Parliament,  by  the 
Duke  of  Bedford,  and  the  Earl  of 
Lauderdale.”  In  this  work  Mr. 


his  44  Vindication  of  the  Duke  of 
Bedford’s  Attack  upon  Mr.  Burke’s 
Penfion,  in- Reply,”  &c.  and  Mr. 
Thelwall,  in  his  44  S.ober  Reflexions 
on  the  Seditious  and  Inflarttmatorv' 
Letter  of  the  Right  Hon.  Edmund 
Burke,”  published  fenfible  and 
acute  animadverfions  on  the  fenti- 
ments  and  language  of  Mr.  Burke. 
Mr.  Miles,  in  his  44  Letter  to  Henry 
Duncombe,  Effq.  on  the  SubjeX 
of  Mr.  Burke’s  Pamphlet,”  is  ftic- 
cefsful,  but  not  very  decorous, sin 
pointing  out  the  inconfiftencies 
and  the  dangerous  tendency  of  the 


Burke  (lands  upon  the  merits  of 
his  public  fervices,  which,  he  con¬ 
tends,  entitled  him  to  the  reward 
which  he  has  received.  But  not  fa- 
tisfied  with  this,  he  has  fuffered  his 
refenrments  to  carry  him  fo  far,  as 
to  aim  a  deadly  blow  at  the  refpec- 
tability  of  the  privileged  orders, 
once  panegyrifed  by  him  as  the 
Corinthian  capitals  of  poliflied 
fociety,”  by  drawing  an  odious 
piXure  of  the  means  by  which 
great  hereditary  honours  and  for¬ 
tunes  have  been  acquired  by  the 
anceftors  of  our  prefent  nobility. 
He  has,  likewife,  done  violence  to 
faX  and  probability,  in  order  to 
clafs  the  duke  of  Bedford,  a-nd  the 
founder  of  his  family,  with  themoft 
deteftable  charaXers  of  modern  and 
ancient  times.  This  injudicious 
and  angry  publication  was  foon 
followed  by  an  eloquent  and  fpi- 
rited  44  Reply”  bv  Mr.  Gilbert 
Wakefield.  In  this  publication 
the  author,  after  paying  due  refp.eX 
to  the  literary  merits  of  Mr.  Burke, 
and  pouring  forth  claflic  lamenta¬ 
tions  at  the  recolieXion  of  what  he 
once  was,  feverely  reproaches  him 
for  his  apoftacy  and  venality,  and 
in  an  able  manly  manner  vindi¬ 
cates  the  interefts  of  truth  and  hu¬ 
manity,  Mr.  Street  likewife,  in 


late  writings  of  that  fallen  patriot. 
The  Old  Whig’s  61  Three  Letters 
to  the  Right  Hon.  Edmund  Burke, 
on  the  State  of  Public  Affairs,  and 
particularly  on  the  late  outrageous 
Attack  on  his  Penfion,”  contains 
cool,  farcaftic,  and  fpiriied  remarks 
on  the  principles  and  political  con- 
duX  of  that  gentleman,  and  on  the 
arguments  generally  reforted  to  in 
defence  of  the  prefent  war.  This 
controverfy  gave  rife  to  feverai 
other  publications,  which  are  al¬ 
ready  buried  in  oblivion. 

Mr.  O’Bryen’s  44  Utrum  Ho- 
rum  ?  the  Government  or  the  Coun¬ 
try,”  is  an  able  and  energetic  at- 
tack  on  the  whole  public  conduX 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  urges  many  feri- 
ous  reafons  to  fliew  the  neceffity 
of  putting  an  end  to  the  prefent 
war,  and  of  changing  the  prefent 
miniftry,  in  order  to  preferve  the 
nation  from  ruin.  Dr.  Beddoes’ 
44  Effty  on  the  Public  Merits  of 
Mr.  Pitt,”  is  alfo  a  mafterly  pro- 
diiXion  on  the  fide  of  oppofition, 
in  point  of  argument,  and  is  en¬ 
livened  by  genuine  ftrokes  of  hu¬ 
mour  and  ridicule.  To  the  trea¬ 
ties  already  enumerated  we  can 
only  add  the  titles  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  :  44  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Pitt,  on 
the  alarming  State  of  Public  Af¬ 
fairs  j” 
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fairs “  a  Letter  to  the  fame 
oa  his  Conduct  refpedting  the 
Loan;  u  a  Letter  from  a  Chan¬ 
cellor  out  of  Office,  to  a  King  in 
Power  44  an  Effay  on  the  Caufes 
which  have  produced  the  Principles 
which  fupported  the  two  Bills,  by 
J.  R.  Head,  Efq  ;  u  the  Rights  of 
the  People,  or  Reafons  for  a  Re¬ 
gicide  Peace,  by  W.  Williams.;” 
44  the  Tribune,”  a  periodical  pub¬ 
lication  in  numbers,  by  J.  Thel- 
wall ;  u  a  ffiort  Defence  of  prefent 
Men,  and  prefent  Meafures,  by  P. 
Kennedy  44  the  Authentic  Cor- 
refpondence  with  M.  le  Brim,  the 
Erench  Miniiter,  and  others,  by  W. 
Miles;”  44  the  Correfpondence  be¬ 
tween  a  Traveller  and  Mini  her  of 
State,  in  October  and  November, 
1792,  tranflated  and  prefaced  by 
N.  W.  Wraxail,  Efq  44  Letters 
Political,  Military,  ?fnd  Commercial, 
on  the  prefent  State  and  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Province  of  Oude;” 
“  Remarks  on  the  above,  by  E.  O. 
Ives;”  44  Hints  addrefTed  to  the 
Electors  of  Great  Britain,  prepara¬ 
tory  rathe  next  Difiblution  of  Parlia- 
me»t,  by  Charles  Falconer;”  and 

an  Addrefs  to  the  Ele&ors  of 
Great  Britain,  by  an  Englifhman.” 

Among  the  publications  of  the 
year  1 796,  belonging  to  the  de¬ 
partment  of  Critical,  Claffical,  and 
Polite  Literature, thefirffi which  calls 
for  our  attention  is,  “  E volition  'Itt- 
tfoAvrGs  'Zrsfa.'srtfopos ;  cum  Scho- 
iiis,  Verfione  Latina,  Variis  Lec- 
tionibus,  VaTkenari  Notis  inte¬ 
nds,  ac  fe'ledis  aliorum,  V  V.  D.  D. 
quibus  fuas  adjuhxit,  Fran.  Hen. 
Egerton,”  4 to.  This  is  a  fplendid 
and  coflly  work,  the  mechanical 
part  of  which  dots  great  credit  to 
the  Clarendon  prefs,  and  the  lite¬ 
rary  to  the  induftry  and  extenfive 
reading  of  the  editor.  For  he  has 
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accompanied  the  text  witha  pro- 
fulion  of  illuftrations  and  emen¬ 
dations,  partly  original,  partly  fe- 
ledied  from  notes  and  obfervation 
which  he  wrote  down  as  they  were 
delivered  by  his  tutors,  do&orsr 
Foiler  and  Davies,  at  Eton  ;  but 
chiefly  taken  from  preceding  anno¬ 
tators,  or  medited  manuferipts.  In 
the  number  of  the  latter  were 
Stanley’s  and  Taylor’s  manuferipts, 
in  the  public  library  at  Cambridge; 
Mr.  Tyrwbitt’s,  communicated  by 
Mr.  Burgets,  and  thofe  of  the  late 
Nicholas  Mann,  of  the  Charter- 
houfe,  in  the  library  at  Eton  college. 
Among  the  editor’s  annotations, 
the  reader  will  find  feveral  parallel 
pa  (Pages  and  iHuftrative  quotations 
from  the  Hebrew  fcviptureS,  and 
from  Perfic  and  Arabic  writers. 

From  the  fame  prefs  the  learned 
world  has  received  another  elegant 
and  valuable  wohk  :  u  A 
'tx  Xc’j&xzva.  &c,  Archimedis  quae 
fuperfunt  omnia;  cum  Eutocii  AD 
calonit^  Comment  arils .  Ex  Recen- 
fione  Jofephi  Torelii,  Veronenfis, 
cum  nova  Verfione  Latina.  Acce- 
dunt  Lediiones  variances  ex  Codd. 
Medi.ceo  et  Pari  fienfi  bus.”  Folio. 
This  edition  of  Archimedes,  which 
will  be  received  with  gratitude  and 
pf  afure  by  all  mathematicians, 
was  undertaken,  and  prepared  for 
publication,  bv  the  celebrated  To¬ 
relii,  of  Verona,  in  confequence 
of  an  agreement  with  the  curators 
of  the  Clarendon  prefs,  to  whom, 
after  the  death  of  that  author,  his 
manuferipts  were  de  ivered  bv  his 
executor.  In  Toreili’s  preface  we 
are  prefen  ted  with  a  fhort  account 
of  the  life  of  Archimedes,  and  of 
the  plan  which  he  thought  tit  to 
adopt  in  preparing  this  edition.  To 
this  fucceed  the  works  of  Archi¬ 
medes,  with  the  original  readings 
at  the  bottom  of  thofe  pages  in 
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which  any  alterations  are  intro¬ 
duced  in  the  text,  accompanied 
with  the  new  verfion,  and  followed 
by  two  appendixes,  containing  va¬ 
rious  readings  from  the  Bafil  edi¬ 
tion,  and  the  manufcvipts  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  title-page.  To  the 
■whole  is  prefixed  a  life  of  Torelli, 
in  the  ufual  ftyle  of  the  Italian 
eulogifls ;  and  a  catalogue  of  his 
numerous  writings,  publifhed  and 
un  publifhed.  It  is  highly  honour- 
ableto  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  that 
the  funds  which  ihe  pofTeffes  are 
fo  liberally  expended  in  promoting 
the  interells  of  literature  and  fci- 
•  cnce. 

From  the  fame  prefs,  on  a  fcale 
adapted  to  the  immediate  defign  of 
the  publication*  have  ilfued  “  F. 
Virgilii  Mar  on  is  Opera,  Locis  Par- 
allelis  ex.Aiuiquis  Scriptoribus  et 
Annotationum  Deledtu  iliuflrata,  in 
Ufum  Juventutis.  Accedunt  Ta¬ 
bulae-  Geographies?,  et  Index  Mait- 
tairianiis  j”  2  vols.  8vo.  Of  this 
work  we  have  to  remark,  that  it 
appears  to  have  been  prepared  and 
edited  with  great  care,  and  that  tp 
its  accuracv  and  utility  the  text  and 
notes  of  ProfelTor  Heyne  have 
greatly  contributed,  as  well  as  the 
labours  of  preceding  critics.  To 
which  we  have  to  add,  that  the 
editor  is  entitled  to  much  praiie  for 
the  judgment  with  which  he  has 
ieledtefcfand  compreiTed  their  com¬ 
mentaries,  as  well  as  for  the  learn¬ 
ing  which  he  has  difplayed  when 
he  has  chofen  to  differ  from  them. 
The  parallel  and  illuftrative  paffages 
are  taken  from  Homer,  hEfchylus, 
Euripides  and  other  ancient  au¬ 
thors.  Of  this  edition  there  are 
two  imprellions,  one  on  a  large,  the 
other  on  a  fmaiier  paper. 

Of  the  following  edition  of  the 
'Mantuan  bard,  likewife,  there  are 
two  imprellions,  on  paper  of  diffe¬ 
rent  fizes.  “  P,  Virgilii  Maronis 


Opera:  emendabat  et  Notulis  illuf- 
trabat,  Gilbertus  Wakefield,  A.  B.” 

in  2  vols.  8vo.  This  very 
beautiful  work  is  a  part  of  that  fe* 
ries  of  corredt  and  elegant  pocket 
editions  of  the  Greek  and  Latin, 
poets,  announced  by  us  in  our  two 
lafl  volumes,  in  which  Mr.  Wake¬ 
field’s  critical  abilities,  accuracy* 
and  editorial  tafle  are  abundantly 
confpicuous.  The  character  and 
value  of  that  gentleman’s  clafficaf 
produdtions  are  fo  well  known  to 
every  fcholar,  that  it  is  unnecef- 
fary  to  add  any  thing  to  this  fliort 
notice  of  his  Virgil.  We  under¬ 
hand  that  Lucretius  is  the  next 
poet  who  will  receive  his  correc¬ 
tions  and  illufirations'. 

The  following  work  we  have 
only  feen  announced,  as  highly 
fplendid  and  valuable,  and  muff 
referve  our  farther  notice  of  it  to 
a  future  volume.  u  C.  Cornelii 
Taciti  Opera,  recognovit,  emenda- 
vit,  Supplementis  explevit,  Notis,, 
Differtatiohibus,  Tabu  1  is  Geogra- 
phicis,  illuftravit  Gabriel  Brotier ; 
typis  Jacobi  Muridell,”  in  4  vols. 
4to.  and  in  4  vols.  royal  8vo. 

The  treatife  a  on  the  Profodics 
of  the  Greek  and  Latin  Languages,” 
is  a  verv  learned  and  ingenious 
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work,  in  which  the  anonymous 
author  defends  the  high  antiquity 
of  the  Greek  accentual  marks,  and 
endeavours  to  revive  and  enforce 
the  life  of  them  in  the  pronuncia¬ 
tion  of  the  Greek  language.  Thofe 
of  his  readers  who  may  concur  with 
us  in  thinking  that  his  efforts  are 
unfuccefsful,  will,  nevertheiefs,  re¬ 
ceive  much  pleafure  from  the  per- 
ufal  of  the  whole,  and  particu¬ 
larly  from  fome  of  the  collateral  to¬ 
pics  which  he  has  difeuffed  in  order 
to  elucidate  his  main  object.  This 
treatife  is  attributed  to  a  dignitary 
in  the  church,  who  has  rendered 
himfelf  confpicuous  as  a  zealous 

champion 
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champion  of  her  doCtrines,  as 
well  as  of  the  prerogatives  of  the 
crown. 

The  three  volumes  in  two*  en¬ 
titled  44  IVJ  nfe- Eton enfes,  feu  Car- 
m ilium  Delectus  nunc  primum  in 
Lucem  editus,”  form  a  very  pleaf- 
ing  and  interefting  collection  of 
exercifes,  by  Eton  Scholars,  many 
of  whom*  in  their  maturer  years, 
have  rifen  to  confiderable  public 
eminence.  They  poflefs,  as  mull 
be  fuppofed,  very  different  merits. 
But  while  a  few  may  be  thought 
not  to  rife  above  mediocrity,  the 
greater  part  of  them  do  credit  to 
the  abilities  and  genuine  claf- 
fical  tafte  of  the  writers,  and  fome 
of  them  are  exquititely  beautiful. 
They  rcfleCt  great  honour  on  the 
public  fchool  in  which  their  authors 
were  educated. 

The  work  entitled  u  the  Lives 
of  the  fir  ft  Twelve  Csefars,  tranf- 
lated  from  the  Latin  of  C.  Sueto¬ 
nius  Tranquillus,  with  Annota¬ 
tions,  and  a  Review  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  and  Literature  of  the  diffe¬ 
rent  Periods,  by  Alexander  Thom- 
fon,  M.-D.”  will,  be  received  with 
pleafu re  by  the  F.ngliih  leholar.  It 
is  the  moft  faithful  and  pieahng 
verfion  which  our  language  affords, 
of  that  accurate  and  impartial  feif- 
toriarf;  and  is  farther  recommend¬ 
ed  by  this  cireumflance,  that  the 
tranflator  has  judidoufly  foftened 
or  fuppreifed  fome  highly  indelicate 
and  objectionable  paffages  which 
occur  in  the  original.  But  44  a  ver- 
iion  of  Suetonius,  though  a  valu¬ 
able  hiflorian,  was  only  a  fecondary 
objeCt  with  the  prefent  tranflator, 
whofe  principal  defign  was,  to  ex¬ 
amine  ti  e  ftate  of  literature  anions 
the  Romans,”  in  periods  when  44  ai- 
moft  all  the  daffic  writers  flourifh- 
ed;”  to,  44  afcertain  the  caufes 
which  carried  it  to  fuch  a  degree 
©f  perfection  ;  and  to  elucidate  the 
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Rate  of  government,  and  the  prfr- 
grefs  of  manners  in  thofe  times. 
This  he  has  done  upon  a  contracted 
fcale,  it  is  true,  in  obfervations 
which  he  has  added  at  the  end  of 
each  life,  and  in  brief  biographical 
memoirs  of  the  principal  writers 
under  each  emperor;  which  are 
evidences  of  his  learning,  judg¬ 
ment,  and  good  tafte. 

Mr.  Salmon’s  44  Stemfnata  La- 
-tinitatis,  or  Etymological  Dictio¬ 
nary,  wherein  the  whole  Mechatiifin 
of  the  Latin  Tongue  is  methodi¬ 
cally  and  confpicuoufly  exhibited# 
upon  a  Plan  entirely  new,  and 
calculated  to  facilitate  the  Acqui- 
Etion,  as  well  as  to  imprefs  the 
Knowledge  of  the  Language,”  &c* 
is  a  work  which  difplays  much 
learning,  and  uncommon  labour# 
and  will  afford  valuable  afiiftance 
to  the  claftical  fcholar  and  critki 
T  he  objeCt  of  the  author  is,  to 
trace  the  derivation  of  the  primi¬ 
tive  words  in  the  Latin  language 
from  the  Greek,  and  to  point  out 
the  fpecifical  terminations  and  pre- 
pofitions  or  particles  employed  in 
framing  derivatives  from  primi¬ 
tives,  in  order  diftinClly  to  unfold 
and  explain  the  ItruCture  of  the 
Latin  tongue.  The  nature  of  our 
work  prevents  us  from  laying  be¬ 
fore  our  readers  the  outlines  of 
Mr.  Salmon’s  plan,  which  is  equal¬ 
ly  to  be  commended  for  its  no¬ 
velty  and  ingenuity.  Considering 
the  extent  and  difficulty  of  his 
undertaking,  and  the  numerous 
grounds  for  difference  of  opinion 
which  are  perhaps  infeparable  from 
etymological  refearches;  it  is  but 
juftice  to  fay,  that  it  appears,  in 
general,  to  be  as  fuccefsfully  and 
Satisfactorily  executed,  as  if  was 
ingenioufly  contrived.  Prefixed  to 
the  body  of  the  work  is  a  large 
Key,  or  introduction,  ascertaining 
not  only  the  origin,  but  the  value 
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i&f  the  feveral  terminations  and 
prepolitive  particles  ;  and  it  is  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  general  index  of  every 
Latin  derivative  and  word  entering 
into  compofition. 

Mr.  Steven  fon,  in  his  u  Re¬ 
marks  on  the  very  inferior  Utility 
of  Clafiical  Learning,”  has  under¬ 
taken  the.  difeuffion  of  a  queftion 
of  confiderable  importance,  and 
which  has  employed  the  ingenuity 
of  many  able  authors,  among  fo¬ 
reigners  and  in  our  own  country. 
What  he  has  written  is  not  devoid 
of  weight  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the 
propriety  of  making  clafficai  learn¬ 
ing  a  part  of  the  fyftem  of  general 
education,  and  of  devoting  fo 
large  a  portion  of  time  to  it  in  our 
public  feminaries,  to  the  entire  neg¬ 
lect  of  other  ufeful  branches  of 
knowledge.  But  when  he  urge3 
his  objections  againft  the  compa¬ 
rative  utility  of  clafficai  learning, 
in  the  education  of  perfons  intend¬ 
ed  for  the  profeffions,  or  to  excell 
in  the  liberal  accomplilhments  of 
poliflied  life,  he  does  not  feem  to 
poffefs  the  information  and  know¬ 
ledge  neceffiary  to  enable  him  to 
decide  upon  the  fubje<5t. 

Mr.  Galignani’s  44  Twenty-four 
H^edtures  on  the  Italian  Language, 
delivered  at  the  Lyceum  of  Arts, 
Sciences,  and  Languages,  in  which 
the  Principles,  Harmony,  and  Beau¬ 
ty  of  the  Italian  Language,  are 
by  an  original  Method  fimplified 
and  adapted  to  the  meaneft  Ca¬ 
pacity,  and  the  Scholar  enabled  to 
attain,  with  Eafe  and  Facility,  a 
competent  Knowledge  of  the  Lan¬ 
guage,  without  the  Help  of  any 
Grammar  or  Dictionary,”  con  fit- 
tute  a  work  of  confiderable  ori¬ 
ginality  and  ingenuity,  which  ap¬ 
pears  peculiarly  well  calculated  for 
the  purpofes "  mentioned  in  the 
’’title-page. 


The  treatifes  entitled  44  Hermes 
Unmafked,  or  the  Art  of  Speech 
founded  on  the  Affiociatiou  of 
Words  and  Ideas,  with  an  A-n fiver 
to  Dr.  Vincent’s  Hypothecs  of  the 
Greek  Verb,”  in  the  form  of  two 
letters,  and  44  Letters  III  and  IV* 
containing  the  MyReries  of  Meta- 
phylics,  with  an  Anfvver  to  M* 
Prefident  Le  BrolTe’s  Svftem  of 
Imitative  Sound,  by  Captain  T.  G. 
Browne,”  prefent  us  with  a  curi¬ 
ous  and  laughable  mixture  of  ar¬ 
gument,  humour,  and  fatire.  The 
objefl  of  the  firR  letter  is  to  fim- 
plify  the  theory  of  language  on  the 
principles  of  the  Hartlean  doChdne 
of  affiociation  of  ideas,  and  to  fhew; 
that  there  is  in*  reality  but  one  part 
of  fpeech,  and  that  originally  tbiere 
was  no  diftinclion  betweetVthe 
noun  and  the  verb.  The  fecond 
letter  is  employed  in  ridiculing  Dr. 
Vincent’s  hypefthefis  on  the  origi¬ 
nation  of  tne  Greek  verb,  which 
was  noticed  by  us  in  our  Regifter 
for  the  year  1794,  and  has  fince 
been  publifhed  in  an  enlarged  form. 
The  third  and  fourth  letters  con¬ 
tain  a  fatirical  defence  of  the  me- 
taphyMcs  of  language,  and  a  ban¬ 
ter  011  metaphyfical  grammar,  ac¬ 
companied  with  keen  political  al- 
lu  lions,  and  witty  illuftrative  Ro¬ 
ries.  It  is  impoffible  for  thofe  gram¬ 
marians  who  may  be  unconvinced- 
by  his  arguments,  not  to  be  en¬ 
tertained  with  his  motley  and  whim* 
iical  illuRrations  of  his  theory. 

Mr.  Woiftenholm  Parr’s  mif- 
cellaneous  publication  entitled 
44  The  Story  of  the  Moor  of  Ve¬ 
nice,  mandated  from  the  Italian, 
with  two  Effiays  on  Shakfpeare/ 
and  preliminary  Obfervations,’* 
adds  little  to  the  Rores  of  Ertglim 
literature  or  criticifm.  The  Rory, 
on  which  Shakfpeare  founded  his 
tragedy  of  Othello,  is  taken  from 
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the  novels  of  Giraldi  Cintio,  an 
Italian  author  of  the  fixteenth  cea- 
tury,  and  lias  already  been  pre¬ 
sented  to  toe  Engl’fh  reader,  bv 
Mo.  Lennox,  in  her  Shakfpeare 
iliuitrated.  Mr.  hair’s  eifays  con¬ 
tain  cnticifms  on  the  tragedies  of 
Conqlanus  and  Othello,  in  which, 
notwit!: ha  nding  that  the  author  dis¬ 
covers  refpeftable  abilities,  there  is 
nothing  Sufficiently  novel  or  im¬ 
portant  to  Secure  to  him  any  pecu¬ 
liar  f  •  e.  In  an  Appendix  we 
are  prefented  with  a  Mohammedan 
prayer,  or  charm,  laid  to  have  been 
worn  about  d is  neck  till  he  died, 
by  the  celebrated  Worthy  Monta¬ 
gue. 

Mr,  Humptrc’s  “  Observations 
on  Hamlet,  and  on  the  Motives 
which  moft  probably  induced 
Shakefpeare  to  fix  upon  the  ftory 
of  Amitth,  from  the  Danl.fh  Chro¬ 
nicle  of  Saxo  Grammaticus,  for  the 
Plot  of  that  Tragedy,  being  air 
Attempt  to  prove  that  he  defigned 
it  as  an  indirect  Cenfure  on  Mary 
Qpieen  of  Scots,”  ar^  written  with 
ability,  and  urge  many  plaufible 
reafons  in  Support  of  the  author’s 
hypothecs.  But  we  can  pot  f*v  they 
have  had  the  effedt  of  producing 
conviddon  on  our  mind. 

Mr.  C^ilard’s  treatife  entitled 
44  Eifentials  of  Logic,”  is  the  Se¬ 
cond  and  improved  edition  of  a 
little  work  which  efcap.ed  our  no¬ 
tice  laft  year,  and  was  then  pub- 
lifhed  under  the  title  of  “  an  Epi¬ 
tome  of  Logic,”  with  the  feigned 
Signature  of  N.  Dralloc.  It  is  in- 
tended  to  afford  young  perfons  a 
concile  and  perfpicuous  fummary 
of  the  ufeful  rules  for  right  reafon- 
ing,  divefted  of  all  un necedary  and 
embarraikng  matter.  It  is  well 
adapted  to  the  defign  in  view,  and 
is  illuffrated  by  familiar  examples, 
.from  approved  authors. 
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44  The  Sylph,  Volume  the  Fir fi,’* 
is  a  coUedHon  of  periodical  efiavs 
on  different  Subjects,  fame  moral,, 
fome  humorous,-  and!  fome  Satiri¬ 
cal,  expreffed  in  am  eafy  and  pleap 
ing  frvlef'  dnd  affording  an  agree¬ 
able  mixture  of  ufeful  reflection s*- 
and  entertairiing  remarks  on  me  it 
and  manners. 

Mr,  Watkins’  44  Peeper,-  a  Col¬ 
lection  of  Efi'ays,  Moral,  Biographi¬ 
cal,  and  Literary,”  will  Iikewife 
be  an  acceptable  prefent  to  the 
ioVers  of  light  reading,  efpeciolly 
thofe  of  a  more  furious  call.  But* 
the  author’s  ft  vie  is  frequently  in¬ 
elegant  and  incorredt ;  and  the  fen- 
ti merits  which  are  occafionallv  in.-* 
troduced,  on  religious  and  poli-> 
tidal  topics,  are  illiberal  and  un*' 
candid. 

The  volume  of  44  Letters  for  Li¬ 
terary  Ladies,  to  which  is  added** 
an  Elfay  on  the  noble  Science  of 
Self-ju  ft  ifi cation,”  is  a  fenfible* 
eiegant,  and  lively  publication** 
which,  from  the  ple&fure  the  per- 
ufal  of  it  has  afforded  us,  we 
ftrongly  recommend  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  our  female  readers.  The 
defign  of  the  author  is,  to  draw  the 
line  between  the  very  oppolite  opi¬ 
nions  inlifted  on  bv  late  writers  re- 

J 

Speeding  the  intelJ.e&ual  talents  and 
proper  education  of  the  female  iex* 
and  to  point  out  wherein  their  true 
excellence  of  character  confifts- 
Th  is  defign  is  accompli  filed  with 
great  judgment  and  delicacy,  in, 
the  letters  before  us.  The  effay 
on  the  noble  Science  of  Self- ju fi i-' 
fication,  is  an  admirably  conducted 
piece  of  ironical  Satire,  in  which 
young  married  women  are  inftrudP 
ed  how  to  combat  that  common? 
enemy,  an  hulband. 

The  u  Di Hie  nary  of  Literary 
Converfation,”  is  an  inftrudtive 
and  amufing  compilation*  in  a little 
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i>/*cket-  volume,  of  curious  faffs, 
anecdotes,  and  remarks,  on  various 
fubjedls,  drawn  up  in  neat  and 
pleating  language. 

44  The  Correfpondent,  a  SeLedlion 
of  Letters  from  the  bed  Authors, 
&c,”  hi  two  volumes,  is  a  fpecies 
of  publication,  of  which  the  merit 
mud  depend  folely  on  the  tade  and 
judgment  made  ufe  of  in  coliefling 
its  materials,  fn  this  refpefl,  the 
volumes  before  us  are  not  didin- 
guifhed  by -higher  claims  to  appro¬ 
bation  than  preceding  colleflions ; 
particularly  that  of  Elegant  Epidles, 
in  one  large  volume,  which  has 
been  for  fome  years  in  poffeffion  of 
the  public  favour. 

44  The  German  Mifcellany,  con¬ 
fiding  of  Dramas,  Dialogues,  Tales, 
and  Novels,  tranflated  by  A.  Thom¬ 
son,  Author  of  a  Poem  on  Whid, 
&c.”  like  the  44  Varieties  of  Lite¬ 
rature,”  noticed  in  our  lad  volume,' 
but  on  a  much  more  confined  fcale, 
prefents  the  Englidi  reader  with 
well  chofen  and  acceptable  enter¬ 
tainment,  felefied  from  fome  of  the 
popular  produflions  of  the  German 
prefs. 

Among  the  publications  of  the 
year  1796  in  Poetical  Tranfiation, 
and  Poetry,  we  find  44  Specimens 
of  Arabian  Poetry,  from  the  earli- 
ed  Time  to  .  the  Extinftion  of  the 
Khalifat ;  with  fome  Account  of  the 
Authors,  j  by  J,  B.  Carlifle,  B.  D. 
jProfedor  of  Arabic  in  the  Univer- 
iity  of  Cambridge.”  Thefe  fpeci- 
mens  confid  of  fome  entire  pieces, 
and  numerous  fragments  of  various 
fpecies  of  cornpofition,  in  a  beau¬ 
tiful  Arabic  character,  accompanied 
with  Englidi  verfions  from  the  pen 
of  Mr.  Carlifle.  Whether  thefe 
verfions  are  rendered  with  drift 
fidelity,  and  convey  a  jud  concep¬ 
tion  of  the  genuine  beauties  of  Ara¬ 
bian  poetry,  we  mud  leave  to  be 
1796. 


decided  by  thofe  who  are  greater 
proficients  than  ourfelves  in  the 
idiom  of  the  originals.  But  con-* 
fidered  as  Englidi  poems,  they  are 
entitled  to  no  fmall.  fliare  of  praile. 
They  are  didingu idled  by  energy, 
elegance,  and  harmony,  and  a  hap¬ 
py  variation  of  dvie,  as  the  fubjefts 
of  them  vary.  On  the  whole,  our 
profeffor,  by  publidiing  thefe  a- 
mufements  of  his  leifu're  hours,, 
appears  to  have  accompliilied  his 
commendable  dedgn,  which  was* 
44  by  arranging  the  feveral  produc¬ 
tions.  in  chronological  order,  and 
affixing  a  diort  preface  to  each, 
which  diould  contain  a  few  anec¬ 
dotes  of  the  author,  and  an  account 
of  the  occafion  of  his  cornpofition, 
not  only  to  afford  a  fpecimen  of  thd 
writings  of  the  principal  Arabian, 
poets,  but  a  fort  of  hiftory  (flight 
indeed  and  imperfefl,  yet  to  an 
Englidi  reader  perhaps  not  unin¬ 
dr  uftive)  of  Arabian  poetry  and  li¬ 
terature  during  the  mod  fpiendidpe* 
riod  of  the  Mahommedan  empire.” 

Mr.  Clubbe’s  44  Six  Satires  of 
Horace,  in  a  Style  between  free 
Imitation  and  literal  Verfion,”  may 
afford  evidence  to  the  reader,  that, 
he  is  not  incapable  of  entering  into 
the  fenfe  and  fpirit  of  his  original, 
and  of  expr effing  them  with  tole¬ 
rable  eafe  *and  harmony  of  verfifi- 
cation.  But  his  plan  is  in  a  high 
degree  objedlionable.  v44«  Where  £ 
have  found,”  /avs  he,  any  parallel- 
ifm  in  modern  manners  and  cuf- 
toms,  I  have  introduced  them  ;  and 
where  it  has  appeared  neceffary  to 
the  fenfe  and  intention  of  the  au¬ 
thor,  I  have  followed  the  ideas  of 
the  original.”  By  ailuming  fuch  a 
licence,  Mr.  Ciubbe  has  prefented 
us  with  a  drange  and  uncouth  ver¬ 
fion,  in  which  neither  ancient  nor 
modern  mariners  are  difplayed,  but 
an  inconfident  jumble  of  both.  And 
he  has,  likewife,  confounded  to- 

R  gether 
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gether  ancient  and  modern  charac¬ 
ters  in.  the  fame  injudicious  man¬ 
ner. 

During  the  prefent  year,  diffe¬ 
rent  tranflations  have  been  offered  to 
the  public  of  44  Leonora,  a  Tale,” 
from  the  Qerman  of  Gottfried  Au- 
guftus  Burger.  Burger  is  a  German 
poet,  who  has  obtained  the  moft 
decided  popularity  among  his  coun¬ 
trymen.  44  To  this  his  fubjects  and 
his  language  equally  contribute; 
for  the  former  he  has  moftlv  chofen 
Jocal  traditions  or  legendary  anec¬ 
dotes  •;  and,  in  the  latter,  he  is  gene¬ 
rally  elegant,  often  fublltde,  and 
never  unintelligible.  One  of, the 
moft  powerful  caufes  of  Mr.  Bur¬ 
ger’s  literary  popularity,  is  the  deep 
tinge  of  fuperftition  that  fhades  al- 
moft  all  his  compositions.”  Such 
is  the  account  given  by  the  tranfla- 
tor  of  one  of  the  verlions  above- 
mentioned.  Leonora  belongs  to  the 
clafs  of  ballad  poetry  ;  and  its  cha- 
racteriftics  are  fimplicitv,  and  the 
moft  terrific  preternatural  fictions.. 
The  firft  Englifli  tranflation  that 
was  announced  to  the  public  was 
«  by,.J.  T.  Stanley,  Efq  ;  F.  R.  S.” 
with,  or  "without  the  original.  This 
tranflation,  which  poffefles  confi- 
derable  poetic  merit,  is  profeiTediy 
a  free  one,  and  written  in  ftanzas 
of  fix  lines;  a  fpecies  of  verfifica- 
tion  which  we  cannot  pronounce 
the  moft  judicious  that  might  have 
been  adopted.  In  a  fecond  edition, 
Mr.  Stanley  has  taken  the  liberty  of 
changing  the  cataftrop'he  of  the  fto- 
ry,  and  in  fo  doing,  as  we  conceive, 
greatly  injured  its  poetic  character. 
The  next  verfion,  44  by  Henry 
James  Pye,”  in  an-eight  line  ftanza, 
with  alternate  rhymes,  is  more  clofe 
and  literal  than  the  preceding,  and 
h  entitled  to  the  praife  of  elegance 
and  correct  nefs  ;  but  it  is  fometimes 
too  ftiff  and  unimpaffioned  to  con¬ 
vey  the  juft  fenfe  and  fpirit  of  the 


original.  The  tranflation  a  by  W* 

R.  Spencer,  Efq;  with  defigns  by 
the  right  honourable  lady  Diana 
Beaucferc,”  is  fplendid  in  point  of 
typography,  and  ornamented  with 
exquifitely  beautiful  engravings,  il~' 
luftrative  of  the  ftory.  As  a  verfion 
of  Burger,  it  is  fometimes  para- 
phraftic  ;  but  as  a  poem,  it  is' 
throughout  correct,  elegant,  and 
fpirited;  This  tranflation  alfo  is  in 
eight  line  ftanzas  with  alternate 
rhymes.  The  laft  verfion  which 
we  have  to  notice,  by  an  anony¬ 
mous  author,  was  circulated  in  pri¬ 
vate  fome  years  ago,  and  made  its 
firft  public  appearance  in  the  fecond 
number  of  the  Monthly  Magazine. 

It  has  fince  been  publi filed  fepa* 
rateiy  under  the  title  of  44  Ellen  ore, 
a  ballad  written  originally  in  Ger¬ 
man,  &c.”  The  ftyle  of  compo- 
fition  which  this  author  has  chofen,- 
is  that  of  .the  old  Englifli  ballad 
ftanza  ;  and  his  orthography  and 
phrafeology  are  often  equally  anti¬ 
quated.  By  adopting  the  former,  he 
has  very  happily  copied  the  man¬ 
ner  of  the  original,  and  by  the  lat¬ 
ter  been  enabled  to  introduce  terms? 
and  exprefiions  peculiarly  adapted 
to  transfufe  its  fenfe  and  fpirit  into 
an  Englifli  verfion. 

The  44  Poems  by  Thomas  Hoc- 
cleve,  never  before  printed,  {elected 
from  the  Manufeript  in  the  Poflef- 
fion  of  George  ?/Iafon,  with  a  Pre-: 
face,  Notes,  and  Gloflary,”  appear" 
to  be  the  genuine  productions  of  a 
poet  who  fiottfi  thed  at  the  latter  end 
of  the  14th,  and  in  part  of  the  15th 
centuries.  But  whatever  attention 
may  fee-m  to  be  dud  to  them  as  ob¬ 
jects  of  antiquarian  curiofitv,  they 
are  effentialiy  defective  in  that  in-, 
trinfic  merit  neceffary  to  give  them, 
rank  among  the  productions  of  in¬ 
vention  and  fancy. 

44  The  Iliad  and  Odyffey  of  Ho¬ 
mer,  tran dated  by  Mr.  Pope,  a 

new 
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hew  Edition,  with  additional  Notes 
critical  and  illuftrative,  by  Gilbert 
Wakefield,  B.  A.”  in  eleveirvols. 
cannot  fail  of  meeting  with  a  fa¬ 
vourable  reception  from  the  public. 
With  his  well-known  diligence,  that 
learned  and  ingenious  critic  has 
examined,  and  compared  with  the 
original,  Mr.  Pope’s  popular  ver* 
fion,  as  well  as  thofe  of  preceding 
and  fubfequent  translators,’ and  from 
the  materials  which  this  inveftiga- 
tion  fupplied  him  with,  united  to 
his  own  tafte  and  clafficai  know¬ 
ledge,  produced  the  explanatory 
ti-otes,  critical  remarks,  and  fug- 
gened  emendations,  which  accom¬ 
pany.  this  valuable  edition.  Al¬ 
though  it  Cannot  be  expefted  that 
all  h;s  criticifms  fhouid  be  univer- 
fally  received,  and  objections  may 
be  allowed  to  be  valid  againft  the 
freedom  and  boldnefs  of  fome  of  his 
corrections,  Hill  enough  will  remain 
to  entitle  him  to  the  character  of  the 
mo  ft  acute  and  ufeful  annotator  on 
thefe  labours  of  our  favourite  poet. 

In  our  Reg.ifter  for  the  year  i  794, 
we  introduced  to  out  readers  the 
.  firft  volume  of  u  the  Works  of 
Alexander  Pope,  efq,  with  Remarks 
and  Iliuftrations,”  by  Mr.  Wake- 
Held,  which  was  intended  by  him 
to  be  the  commencement  of  a  com¬ 
plete  and  correct  edition  of  that  po¬ 
et’s  publications.  Since  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  that  volume,  however,  he 
has  been  induced  to  rdinqtiifh  his 
defign,  in  confequence  of  Dr. 
Warton’s  having  undertaken  the 
fame  tafk.  Highly  as  we  deem  of 
Dr.  Warton’s  editorial  abilities,  we 
regret  that  any  circumftance  fhouki 
have  taken  place  to  prevent  us  from 
receiving  the  whole  of  Mr.  Wake¬ 
field’s  intended  commentaries  and 
iliuftrations.  A11  additional  fpcci- 
jfnen  of  what  he  wifhed  to  have  per¬ 
formed,  he  has  prefen  ted  to  the 
public  in  his  44  Observations  on 
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Pope,”  which,  as  far  as  they  are' 
fimfhed,  are  entitled  to  the  fame 
reception  from  fcholafs  and  readers 
of  tafte  with  his  former  remarks  and 
iliuftrations.  In  a  preface  to  thefe 
obfervations,  Mr.  Wakefield  has: 
entered  into  a  critical  and  pleading 
difcmfion  of  the  poetical  merits  of 
Mr.  Pope,  which  he  has  tried  by 
the  rules  of  excellence  laid  down  by 
Horace  and  Longinus. 

to  the  number  of  elegant  pocket 
editions  of  fome  of  the  moft  ad¬ 
mired  of  our  Britifh  poets,  orna¬ 
mented  with  engravings,  of  which 
thofe  of  Akenfide  and  Armfhong 
were  announced  in  our  daft  volume, 
we  have  now  to  add,  in  the  cata¬ 
logue  of  this  year’s  productions* 

44  the  Chafe,  a  Poem,  by  William 
Somerville,  Efq.  to  which  is  pre¬ 
fixed  a  critical  Efiay  on  the  Poem, 
by  Dr.  Aikin,”  and  “  the  Spleen 
and  other  Poems,  by  Matthew 
Green,  with  a  prefatory  Elfay,” 
by  the  fame  editor. 

Mr.  Cox’s  edition  of  u  Fables  by 
John  Gay,”  although  not  diftin- 
guifhed  by  fimilar  decorations  with 
thofe  which  accompany  the  laft- 
mentioned  publication,  defences,  ne- 
veTthelefs,  and  will,  donbtlefs,  meet 
with  a  favourable  reception  from  the 
public*  on  account  of  its  ufeful  lite¬ 
rary  recommendations.  Thefe  con- 
lift  in  a  well-drawn  life  of  Mr.  Gay, 
with  judicious  remarks  on  his  merits' 
as  a  poet ;  and  in  explanatory  notes, 
iliuftrations,  comments  on  the  moral 
le Ifons  inculcated,  quotations  of 
fimilar  paftages  from  other  authors, 
and  curious  and  in  (mid  He  parti¬ 
culars  in  natural  hittory. 

44  Joan  of  Arc,  an  Epic  Poem, 
by  Robert  Southey,”  in  ten  books, 
as  the  author  informs  us  in  his  pre¬ 
face,  was  fin  idled  in  its  firft  form  of 
twelve  books  in  fix  weeks  time  ; 
and  afterwards  new  modelled  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  prefen t  plan,  and  al- 
^  2  m&ik 
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tnpft  entirely  recompofed  while  the 
printing  went  on.  Owing  to  this  in¬ 
judicious  and  very  blameable  hafte, 
feveral  faulty  parts  in  refpeft  to 
ditftion  and  verification  will  pre¬ 
fen  t  themfelves  to  the  reader’s  eye, 
which  we  may  venture  to  pronounce 
would  not  have  exifted,  had  the  au¬ 
thor  employed  fufficient  time  in 
reyifing  and  correaing  his  work. 
For  notwithftanding  thefe  blemifh- 
es,  it  abounds  in  beauties  and  ex¬ 
cellencies  of  the  higheft  order.  The 
ftory  upon  which  it  is  founded  is  a 
very  interefting  one  in  the  hiftory 
of  France,  and  too  well  known  to 
render  it  neceffary  for  us  to  repeat 
it.  Mr.  Southey,  in  forming  the 
plan  and  arrangement  of  his  poem, 
beftdes  the  circumftances  of  the 
ftory,  with  an  alteration  in  the 
chronology  of  iome  of  the  faas, 
has  called  to  his  aid  the  advantages 
of  learning,  poetical  fi£fion,  and 
preternatural  agency.  And  in  exe¬ 
cuting  it,  he  has  difplayed  powers 
which  entitle  him  to  a « high  rank 
among  modern  poets.  His  con¬ 
ceptions  are  frequently  bold  and 
t  lofty,  his  imagery  rich  and  beauti¬ 
ful,  and  his  language  and  verfifica¬ 
tion,  with  the  exceptions  to  which 
we  have  already  adverted,  elegant, 
energetic,  and  harmonious.  To 
which  we  have  to  add,  that  the 
fentiments  which  are  incidentally 
exprefled,  or  dire&ly  inculcated 
throughout  the  whole  poem,  are 
noble  and  liberal,  and  fliew  the 
author’s  mind  to  be  infpired  with  an 
ardent  wifh  to  promote  the  interefts 
6f  humanity  and  benevolence.  The 
author’s  friend,  Mr.  Coleridge,  has 
contributed  the  greateft  part  of  the 
lines  in  the  fecond  book,  in  which 
the  allegorical  perfonage's  in  the 
palace  of  ambition  are  introduced. 

“  The  Paradife  of  Tafte,  by 
Alexander  Thomfon,  Efq.”  i-sv  an 
allegorical  production,  the  perufal 
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of  which,  although  it  is  not  free 
from  inequalities,  will  afford  the 
lover  of  genuine  poetry  much -plea* 
fure  and  entertainment.  It  is  di¬ 
vided  into  (even  cantos.  In  the  firft 
canto,  entitled  the  Library,  and 
which  has  no  neceffary  connexion, 
with  the  plan  of  the  work,  the  au¬ 
thor  takes  a  furvey  of  different 
claffes  of  books,  which  he  charac¬ 
terizes,  and  deferibes  the  pleafures 
they  are  capable  of  affording.  In 
the  fecond  canto,  entitled  the  Vi- 
fion,  the  Power  of  Tafte  appears  to 
the  author,  and,  after  addreffing 
him  in  complimentary  terms,  car¬ 
ries  him  through  the  air  to  view 
“  the  various  wonders  of  his  bright 
domain.”  Thefe  wonders  are  the 
fubjeCts  of  the  remaining  cantos,, 
which  are  entitled,  the  Garden  of 
Beauty  y  the  Vale  of  Pity ;  the 
Houfe  of  Ridicule  ;  the  Mountain 
of  Sublimity ;  and  the  Ifland  of 
Fancy.  In  thefe  different  divifions 
of  the  Paradife  of  Tafte,  different 
poets,  and  a  few  profe  writers,  an¬ 
cient  and  modern,  are  grouped,  in 
f  beautiful  and  appropriate  feenery, 
and  charaderifed  in  a  manner  that 
does  credit  to  the  author’s  extenlive 
reading,  and  poetical  talents.  The 
ftyle  and  meal  are  of  his  poetry 
Mr.  Thomfon  has  judicioufly  va¬ 
ried  in  his  cantos,  as  his  fubje&s 
varied. 

“  The  Birth  and  Triumph  of 
Love,  by  Sir  James  Bland  Burges, 
Baft.  ”  is  an  allegorical  poerq.,  in 
the  ftanza  of  Spencer,  the  fubjeCt  of 
which  was  fupplied  by  a  feries  df 
beautiful  engravings,  entitled  “  the 
Birth  and  Triumph  of  Cupid,” 
which  are  underftood  to  have  been 
copied  from  drawings  by  the  prin- 
eefs  Elizabeth.  Thefe  drawings,  it 
is  faid,  wrere  meant  to  compliment 
the  king  and  queen  on  their  con¬ 
nubial  felicity-  Notvvithflanding 
that  our  poet’s  invention  was  necef- 
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farily  reffriCted  and  cramped  by  the 
plan  which  he  adopted,  his  per¬ 
formance  affords  fuch  proofs  of  in¬ 
genuity,  and  fancy,  as  will  lead  the 
reader  to  form  no  mean  idea  of  his 
talents  for  an  original  and  more  im¬ 
portant  work.  The  fly le  which  he 
has  chofen  is  that  of  majeftic  and 
lofty  poetry :  not  the  moB  con¬ 
gruous,  furely,  with  his  fubjeCt. 
The  fentiments,  however,  which 
he  has  introduced,  are  lively  and 
delicate  ;  his  descriptions  are  beau¬ 
tiful  and  poetic ;  his  diCtion  is 
highly  polifhed,  and  his  verifica¬ 
tion  is  uniformlv  harmonious. 

ti  The  Progrefs  of  Civil  Society, 
a  didaCtic  Poem,  in  fix  Books,  by 
Richard  Payne  Knight,”  is  a  work 
which  we  have  read  with  no  fma'll 
Blare  of  pleafure  In  the  fir  ft  book 
the  author  delineates  man  and  his 
manners,  in  the  earlieB  and  rudeft 
Bate  of  fociety,  that  of  hunting 
tribes.  The  fecond  book  defcribes 
the  paBoral  Bate,  and  the  altera¬ 
tions  effused  by  the  eafe  and  lei  - 
fure  which  it  introduced.  In  the 
third  book  man  is  reprefented  in  the 
more  advanced  and  improved  Bate 
•of  agricultural  life,  when  Mr. 
Knight  fuppofed  the  refinements 
of  love  find  infpired  the  true  art  of 
poetry,  of  which  lie  traces  the  pro¬ 
grefs.  The  fourth  book  treats  of 
‘the  rife  of  arts,  manufactures,  and 
commerce,  and  their  effects  on  the 
Bate  of  fociety  and  manners.  The 
fifth  book  dt Bribes  the  influence  of 
climate  and  foil  on  man,  and  pre- 
fents  us  with  the  novel  and  Bnoular 
hypothefis  that  the  primitive  race 
of  men  were  negroes,  u  beneath 
the  burning  tropics  bred,”  whofe 
defendants  have  acquired  various 
k  degrees  of  fairnefs,  from  various 
decrees  of  “  climate’s  cold.”  In  the 

o 

fixth  book  the  author  illuBrates  the 
effects  of  government  and  conqueff 
on  men  and  manners,  from  the  pe¬ 


riod  of  the  fubverfion  of  the  Roman 
empire,  to  that  of  modern  Europe. 
In  each  book  he  has  introduced 
difeuffions  on  various  collateral  to¬ 
pics,  philofephical,  moral,  and  po¬ 
litical,  in  a  manner  that  fliews  hind 
to  poffefs  a  well-informed,  enlarg¬ 
ed,  and  liberal  mind.  Mr.  Knight’s 
poetry  is  frequently  diffinguifiied 
by  fublimity  of  conception,  con- 
fiderable  vigour  and  force  of  ex- 
preffion,  propriety  and  elegance  of 
language,  and  harmony  of'  nunv 
bers.  Exceptions,  indeed,  we  might 
point  out  againff  each  of  the  cha- 
raCteriBics  we  have  mentioned  ; 
which  we  muB  attribute  to  the 
circumBance  u  that  he  has  not  fpent 
fo  much  time  in  correcting  and 
poliBiing  what  he  has  written  as  it 
requires. ”  But  the  defeCts  and 
blemiBies  in  this  poem  will  be 
found  to  bear  but  a  fmail  propor¬ 
tion  to  its  numerous  excellencies. ' 

Mr.  Cooke’s  “  Converfation,  a, 
didaCtic  Poem,  in  three  Parts,” 
contains  many  fenfib'e  remarks,  and 
judicious  rules,  delivered  in  neat 
and  pleafmg,  although  not  very 
elegant  and  animated  verfe.  Tile 
firlt  and  fecond  parts  contain  di¬ 
rections  for  avoiding  grofs,  or  uri- 
pleafant  improprieties  in  convef- 
fation  ;  and  the  third  part  defcribes 
the  qualities  that  tend  to  reiider  it 
lively  and  entertaining. 

“  The  Pleader’s  Guide,  a  didac¬ 
tic  Poem,  in  two  Books,  by  the 
late  John  Surrebutter,  Efq  ;  Spe¬ 
cial  Pleader,  and  BarrBeratLaw,”  is 
a  witty  and  humourous  jeu  d’efprit, 
written  in  accurate  and  eafy  hudi- 
braBic'  verfe,  and  excellently  calcu¬ 
lated  £0  make  the  readers’ 

“ - - - muffles  play 

And  give  their  ch,eeks  a  holiday.” 

In  the  firB  book,  which  is  the  only 
one  yet  pubiiBied,  the  author  deli¬ 
vers  to  his  coufin  Joh  eight  lectures 
on  the  preliminary  proceedings  of  a 
R  3  full 
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fuit  at  law,  together  with  burlefque 
memoirs  of  Mr.  Surrebutter’s  pro- 
feffioual  career.  And  in  perform¬ 
ing  this  tad;,  he  has  difcovered  a 
wonderful  facility  in  blending  the 
crabbed  and  uncouth  technical 
terms  of  law,  with  the  elegant  and 
lively  language  of  the  mufes.  This 
poem  is  accompanied  with  grave 
notes,  explanatory  of  the  profellion- 
#1  phrafes,  and  conveying  ufeful 
•legal  information. 

Mr.  Fofbrooke’s  (i  Economy  of 
Monadic  Life,  (as  it  exifted  in 
England)  a  Poem,  with  Phih  fophi- 
cal  and  Archaeological  Illuftrations, 
from  Lyndwood,  Dugdale,  c.  and 
copious  Extracts  from  original  Ma- 
liufcnpts,”v  is  a  work  on  which  the 
authbr  has  bellowed  much  induftrv 
and  at'ention,  and  what  will  be 
found  highly  gratifying  to  antiqua¬ 
rian  curiofity.  It  is  divided  into 
three  books,  accompanied  -with  il- 
ludrative  notes,  and  a  preliminary 
didertatidn  ;  in  which  the  origin  of 
monkery,  monadic  buildings,  their 
ornaments  and  furniture,  the  man¬ 
ners  and  employments  of  the  red- 
dents  from  the  abbot  to  the  porter, 
fhe  different  branches  of  eccltdadi- 
cai  jurifdidtion,  and  the  deftrudtion 
of  the  monafteries  by  Plenry  VIII. 
are  de  fori  bed  with  condderable  par¬ 
ticularity,  and  from  the  mod  genu¬ 
ine  fourccs  of  information.  The 
manner  in  which  Mr.  Fofbrooke  has 
chofen  to  convey  the  refult  of  his 
rtfearcl  es,  is  thedanzaof  Spencer; 
in  which  he  has  made  free  ufe  of 
antiquated  and  obfolete  phraftclo- 
gy.  With  ief[  t,dt  to  the  character 
of  1  is  poetry  it  is  hut  judice  to  fay, 
that  h  is  frequently  dining infixed  by 
entig}  ,  and  beauty  of  ct  drip  lien  ; 
but  n  is  Ion  r times,  iikewid,  verv 
tlan  eabiy  dtiuftivt  in  cafe,  ye.  ipi- 
cuity,  and  melody. 

u  1  he  I  re  grefs  of  Def;  otifm,  a 
J?otm5  in  Pans,  with  X\otes?’’ 
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abounds  in  liberal  fentiments,  and 
ufeful  refltdlions,  by  which  it  is 
much  more  powerfully  recommend¬ 
ed  to  the  reader’s  attention  than  by 
any  peculiar  poetical  merit.  For 
xi  o  twit  lift  an  ding  that  it  prefen  ts,  us 
with  feme  well  wrought  deferip- 
tion,  and  pleading  verification,  as  a 
whole  it  does  not  rife. above  medi¬ 
ocrity,  while  it  displays  numerous 
indances  of  profaic  feeblenefs,  and 
negligence  of  compofition.  The 
objedt  of  the  author  is,  to  trace  the 
progrefs  of  fociety  from  the  earl ie ft 
periods  ;  the  origin  of  defpotifm  ; 
its  connexion  with  fuperftition  ;  the 
changes  which  have  taken  place  in 
the  world  from  defpotifm  to  liberty, 
and  from  liberty  to  defpotifm  ;  and 
to  exhort  his  countrymen  from  the 
examples  which  he  adduces,  to 
guard  the  Britidi  conftitution  a- 
gainft  the  encroachments  of  civil 
tyranny. 

44  The  Pains  of  Memory,  a  Poem, 
by  Robert  Merry,  A.  M.”  offers  the 
reader  a  contraft  to  the  charming 
pidlure  of  the  “  Pieafures  of  Me¬ 
mory,”  drawn  by  Mr.  Rogers  in  his 
poem  under  that  title,  noticed  by 
us  in  our  Re.  iftqr  for  the  year  P792. 
The  latter  prefented  dome  of  the 
moll  interefting  feenes  on  the  bright 
fide  of  human  life,  which  afford 
delightful  fenfations  in  the  recol¬ 
lection.  Our  author  has  chofen  to 
diredf  the  attention  to  fuch  gloomy 
and  afflidiive  drcumfiances,  as  pro¬ 
duce  painful  and  bitter  remem¬ 
brance.  In  the  deferiptions  to 
which  this  choice  of  fubjedt  has 
given  rife,  he  has  dilplayed  much 
vigour  of  conception,  and  ftriking 
imagery,  and  cloathed  his  fenti¬ 
ments  in  corredf  and  elegant  lan¬ 
guage.  We  cannot  approve,  how¬ 
ever,  of  the  tendency  of  his  poem  ; 
which,  as  it  tonfifts  folely  of  dark 
and  meianeholy  feenes,  is  calcu¬ 
lated  to  impreis  the  mind  with  dif- 

fatisfadlory 
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4ati$fa<dory  and  unjud  views  of  the 
girder  of  nature. 

“  The  Influence  of  Local  At¬ 
tachment  with  refpeft  to  .Home,” 
is  a  poem  of  very  confiderable  me¬ 
rit,  in  which  the  .author  has  unit¬ 
ed  philofophic^l  difcuifion,  on  the 
principle  of  aflociatioii  -of  ideas, 
with  poetical  defeription,  in  illujf- 
trating  the  general  fentiment  which 
he  has  adopted.  It  is  written  in  the 
danza  of  Spencer,  and  is  Spirited, 
corredl,  elegant,  and  intere-fting. 
Prom  the  large  extract  we  have 
given  in  a  preceding  department  of 
our  work,  we  have  no  doubt  but 
that  our  readers  will  be  induced  to 
join  with  us  in  this  verd'H,  and  to 
add  the  •''Influence of  Local  Attach¬ 
ment”  to  their  lifts  of  choice  coL 
ledlions  of  modern  poetry. 

Miss  Seward’s  “  Llangollen  Yale, 
-With  other  Poems,”  u  ill  prove  an 
highly  accept  ole  offering  to  the 
lovers  of  genuine  poetry.  1  hey 
are  dibingniflied  by  threat  boldnefs 
of  fancy/  beauty  of  defeription,  re- 
linement  of  fen  imetit,  elegance  of 
language,  and  harmony  of  yerfifi- 
.cation.  Llangollen  Vale  is  cele¬ 
brated  in  animated  .and  pleading 
drains  ;  firft  as  the  principal  feene 
of  Owen  Glendwr’s  martial  ex¬ 
ploits,  when  he  gallantly  refilled 
the  attacks  of  Henry  IV.  on  the 
independence  and  liberties  of  his 
country  fecondly,  as  the  fpot  con- 
fecrated  to  love  by  the  tender  fongs 
of  the  poet  Hoel ;  and  thirdly,  as 
rendered  intereljiing  by  having  been 
for  feventeen  years  the  fequed.ered 
retreat  of  an  accompbfhed  pair  of 
female  friends,  lady  Eleanor  Butler, 
und  mils  Po  fonby.  The  other 
pieces  in  this  collection  are,  Verfes 
on  Wrexham,  containing  elegant 
compliments  to  fome  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  its  environs  ;  Hoyle 
Lake,  which  we  have  inferted  a- 
jnqp/ig  our  poetical  feleCtions  j  a 
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fpirited  paraphrafe  on  an  ancient 
Norfe  poem,  of  which  a  literal 
profe  tranflation  is  fubjoined  ;  in- 
tereiting  Lines  on  vifiting  Eyam, 
the  authorefs’s  native  place;  an 
Addrefs  to  Time  pad  ;  and  fome  • 
fonnets. 

44  Be  w  fey,  <a  Poem,”  is  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  a  young  bard,  who,  from 
the  powers  of  fancy  and  defeription 
which  he  difplays,  the  elegant  fim- 
plicity  of  his  diCtion,  and  his  tune¬ 
ful  numbers,  gives  fair  pro  mile  of 
future  excellence.  Among  our  fe- 
leCtio.ns  under  the  bead  of  Poetry, 
our  readers  will  find  a  fpecimen  of 
his  talents  in  painting  rural  fee- 
ngry. 

“  The  Sea,  a  Poem,  in  two 
Books,  by  John  Bidhke,  B.  A.” 
po  fie  lies  numerous  marks  of  thofe 
poetical  powers  which  we  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  author  when  we  intro¬ 
duced  his  former  pieces  to  our 
readers,  in  our  hi  dory  of  the  lite¬ 
rature  of  the  year  1794.  And  it 
gives  us  plea fu re  to  be  able  to  re¬ 
mark,  that,  although  w.e  can  not 
pronounce  it  free  from  ble  mi  flies, 
in  point  of  lan  uage  and  compo- 
fition,  it  affords  much  lefs  fcope 
for  animadverfion  than  the  above- 
mentioned  poems.  This  perform¬ 
ance  of  Mr.  Bid  lake  is  written  in 
blank  verfe,  and  contains  a  variety 
of  high  wrought  fc.enery,  and  beau¬ 
tiful  description,  intermingled  with 
jud  and  liberal  refle&ions,  philo¬ 
sophical,  commercial,  and  moral, 
together  with  intereding  and  pa¬ 
thetic  tales. 

Mrs.  Robin  Ton’s  il  Sappho  and 
Phaon,  in  a  Series  of  Legitimate 
Sonnets,  &c.”  delineates  the  vari¬ 
eties  produced  on  an  elegant  and 
accompiifhed  mind,  which  yields 
itfeif  up  to  the  unrefided  and  ty¬ 
rannical  influence  of  the  tender 
paflion.  It  confids  of  forty-four 
fonnets,  which  are  didinguifhed  by 
R  4  brilliancy 
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brilliancy  of  fancy,  tendernefs  bf 
fentiment,  and  elegance  of  diftion. 
They  poftefs,  like  wife,  the  merit  of 
chaftenefs  and  fimplicity,  Pre¬ 
fixed  to  them  are  anecdotes  of  the 
Leibian  mvife,  the  character  of  her 
poetry  as  far  as  it  can  be  afeer- 
tained  from  the  few  remains  that 
are  handed  down  to  ns,  and  an  en¬ 
graving  other  head,  from  a  marble 
fouft  in  the  palace  of  prince  Giuf- 
tiniani  at  Rome. 

Sir  Brooke  Boothby’s  “  Sorrows, 
facred  to  the  Memory  of  Penelope, ” 
are  a  pleating  tribute  of  parental 
affection,  conlifting  of  twenty-four 
fon nets,  and  tvvo  elegies,  which 
breathe  the  moil  tender  and  pathe¬ 
tic  fentiments,  in  fimple,  yet  highly 
poll  [Led  and  melodious  Brains.  To 
thefe  are  added  fome  mifcellaneous 
poems,  imitations  of  Horace,  and 
a  tranfiation  of  Tafio’s  account  of 
the  death  of  Clorinda.  This  vo¬ 
lume  is' printed  in  the  higlieft  ftyle 
of  elegance,  and  is  ornamented 
•with  feveral  exquiliteiy  beautiiui 
engravings. 

The  little  volume  of  u  Poems  by 

X..adv  Tuite,”  contains  a  varietv  of 
✓  '  •  y 
pleafing  pieces,  which,  if  they  are 

not  marked  bv  the  hipher  cha- 

rafters  of  poetry,  abound  in  juft 

and  delicate  fentiments,  drelft-d,  in 

genera!,  in  correft:  language, '  and 

pafv  verfifi  cation.  Many  of  them 

wear  that  penfive  calf,  from  which 

the  reader  will  be  led  to  furmife 

that  they  have  been  di  ft.  a ted  by  a 

wounded,  and  diftu  npinted  mind. 

The  voiume  of  “  PoeiTfe,  and 
Tugitive  Pieces  by  Eliza,”  likewife, 
among  many  trifling  prod  -ftions 
which  mipht  have  been  omitted 
without  a'ny  rujurv  to  her  repu¬ 
tation,  contains  fome  eafy  and  eie- 
gant  pieces,  dlftingdifhed  by  juft 
fentiment,  fmvplicitv,  and  pathos. 

‘  “  The  Poetical  Works  of  the 
Rev,  Samuel  Biftiop,  A.  M.  late 

i  -  -  v.  •  - ;  >  l  ■  *,  *  • 


iITERATURE, 

Head-mafter  of  Merchant  Taylors? 
School,  &c.”  in  2  vols.  4to.  con- 
ftft  of  a  vaft  mafs  of  mifcellaneous 
pieces,  fome  ferious,  but  moft  of 
them  comic,  the  employment  of  his 
leifure  hours,  and  written,  chiefly, 
for  the  amufement  of  himfejf  and 
his  friends.  The  ddign  of  col¬ 
lecting  and  publifhing  them,  would 
feem  to  have  originated  in  a  bene¬ 
volent  defire  to  ferve  the  author’s 
family,  by  inviting  thofe  who  knew 
and  efteerqed  the  man,  to  encourage 
an  extenfive  fale  of  what  frequent¬ 
ly  delighted  and  entertained  them 
in  their  neighbourly  intercourfe,  or 
when  handed  about  in  pnanufeript. 
We  will  not  injure  fuch  a  fale,  by 
what  might  be  deemed  fevere,  or 
faftidious  remarks.  Many  of  thefe 
pieces  are  ingenious,  many  are  ele¬ 
gant  and  affeftionate,  and  many 
are  dift'inguifhed  by  lively  effufioris 
of  wit  and  humour.  The  life  of 
Mr.  Bifhop,  which  is  prefixed  by 
the  editor,  the  rev.  Thomas  Clare, 
reprefents  him  in  a  very  refpeftable 
light,  as  far  as  relates  t©  his  do- 
meftic,  friendly,  moral,  and  reli¬ 
gious  charafter  :  on  the  judgment 
and  impartiality  with  which  he  has 
appreciated  his  poetical  merits,  we 
leave  his  readers  to  decide,  frerri 
the  ample  materials  which  he  has 
a  horded  them. 

The  two  volumes  of  u  Poems  by 
the  Rev.  Plenry  Rowe,  L.L.B.”  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  been  publifhed  with 
the  view  of  relieving  the  author 
from  theprefture  of  fevere  perfonal, 
and  domtftic  diftrefs.  We  trull 
that  the  mention  of  this  circum- 
ftaqce,  will  recommend  the  patron¬ 
age  of  them  to  many  benevolent 
and  feeling  bofoms.  MTre  they  tq 
read  one  of  them,  entitled  «  The 
Poet’s  Lamentation,”  it  would 
plead,  although  in  humble  and  art- 
lefs  drains,  very  powerfully  in  the 
author’s  favour. 

The 
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The  volume  of  “  Poems  on  va¬ 
rious  Subjects,  by  S.T.  Coleridge, 
late  of  Jefus  College,  Cambridge,” 

offers  numerous  unequivocal  proofs 

of  genius,  and  cultivated  tafte,  that 
will  fecure  it  a  favourable  reception 
with  the  lovers  of  genuine  poetry. 
The  critical  eye,  indeed,  will  dif- 
.cover,  in  the  different  pieces  which 
it  contains,  fome  marks  of  negli¬ 
gence,  as  well  as  objectionable  and 
unauthorized  expreflions  and  com¬ 
pound  epithets.  But  for  thefe  ble- 
miflies,  the  beauties  which  they 
afford  will  abundantly  atone.  A- 
mong  the  principal  poems  in  tin’s 
collection,  are  a  Monody  on  the 
Death  of  Chatterton,  and  Songs  of 
the  Pixies,  who,  in  the  ruflic  fuper- 
ilition  of  Devonfhire,  are  a  kind  of 
fairies,  harmlefs,  or  friendly  to 
man;  which  are  in  irregular  verfe, 
and  abound  in  pathetic  paffages, 
and  pleating  imagery :  and  a  piece 
entitled  Religions  Mufings,  in  blank 
verfe,  diftinguifhed  by  important 
fentiments  and  fublime  conceptions. 
Of  the  final ler  pieces,  the  moft 
beautiful  and  impreffive  are  what 
the  author  calls  Effufions,  which 
breathe  liberal  and  tender  ienti- 
ments,  in  animated  and  pleafing 
language. 

The  “  Poems,  confiding  or  Ele¬ 
gies,  Sonnets,  Odes,  Canzonets, 
and  the  Pleafures  of  Solitude,  by 
P.  Courtier,”  are  not  deftitnte  of 
confiderable  merit,  as  vrorks  or 
genius,  and  examples  of  eafy  hai- 
monious  verification.  Phey  can¬ 
not,  however,  be  exculpated  fi^om 
grofs  inaccuracies,  and  debafing 
conceits  and  phrafeology.  The 
juft  and  liberal  fentiments  that  pe.i- 
vade  them,  will  forcibly  recommend 
them  to  the  candid  critic. 

With  fimilar  recommendations, 
and,  we  muffin juftice  add,  with 
fewer  defects,  we  announce  4  Re¬ 
volutions,  a  Poem,  in  two  Books,” 
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in  blank  verfe,  by  the  fame  author* 
which  contains  numerous  padages 
that  do  him  great  credit  as  a  poet, 
and  as  a  man  of  feeling  and  re-? 
flection. 

The  volume  of  44  Poems  by  G. 
D.  Harley,  of  the  Theatre-royal, 
Covent-garden,”  affords  evidence 
of  the  author’s  pofleffing  powers  of 
invention  and  defcription,  which 
entitle  him  to  a  refpedtable  rank 
among  modern  poets.  His  defect¬ 
ive  education,  however,  which  lie 
feelinglv  laments,  has  betrayed  him 
into  various  inaccuracies,  in  point 
of  language  and  expretiio'j.  The 
larger  poems  in  this  collection  are 
in  blank  verfe,  and  are  defcriptive, 
and  moral.  Among  the  fmalier 
pieces,  fome  are  written  in  the 
ballad  ftyle,  and  are  fimple,  tender, 
and  pleafing.  ( 

Mr.  Parfons’s  elegant,  and,  in  its 
intention,  highly  commendable 
“  Ode  to  a  Boy  at  Eton,”  we  have 
inferted  among  our  poetical  felec- 
tions.  The  publication  in  which 
it  appears  contains  alfo  three  pleaf¬ 
ing  fonnets,  an  epigram,  and  ex¬ 
planatory  and  critical  notes.  Among 
the  latter  will  be  found,  fome  fevere 
and  juft  ftrhtures  on  the  inaccu¬ 
racies  to  be  met  with  in  Gray’s 
poetry. 

The  volume  entitled  44  Sketches 
in  Verfe,  with  Profe  llluftratiohs,” 
confifts  of  odes,  fonnets,  fongs,  and 
lines,  written  on  various  occafions, 
very  elegantly  printed,  which,  if 
they  bear  no  ftriking  marks  of 
genius  and  originality,  are  recom¬ 
mended  by  pleafing  imagery,  and 
eafy  fmooth  verfification.  Among 
the  profe  illuftratiens,  the  reader 
will  meet  with  an  attempt  to  vin¬ 
dicate  the  abfurd  and  fuperftitious 
belief  of  the  vulgar  and  ignorant 
in  apparitions;  and  a  defence  of 
the  equally  unphilofophical  and 
ridiculous  notions^  that  a  natural 
■  "  refpcdt 
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yefpeft  Is  due  to  family  and  birth, 
and  that  the  endowments  of  the 
mind  are  hereditary. 

4*  The  Sea -tick  Mi  nkrel,  or  Ma¬ 
ri  I  me  Sorrows,  a  Poem,  in  fix 
Cantos,”  is  a  mock  heroic,  in  which 
the  author,  by  a  Rrange  uerverkon 
or  take,- has  combined  together  an 
abundant  portion  of  filthy  defcrip- 
(ions,  and  criticifms  on  the  fine 
arts.  In  the  latter,  he  is  employed 
m  characterizing  our  principal  art- 
5fts,  and  in  fatirizing  Mr.  Bromley, 
the  au'hor  of  a  philofophical  and 
■critical  hiftory  of  the  fine  arts,  and 
Mr.  Knight’s  poem,  entitled  the 
Landfcape.  His  lines  are  not  de¬ 
void  of  poetic  merit,  but  they 
bear  too  numerous  marks  of  care- 
lei  snefs  and  negligence. 

In  our  Regifter  for  the  year 
1794,  we  introduced  to  our  readers 
the  44  Purfuits  of  Literature,  or 
what  you  will,  a  faiirkal  Poem,  in 
Dialogue.”  During  the  prefen t 
year,  parts  II.  and  III.  of  that 
work  have  made  their  appearance, 
in  which  the  author’s  object  is  kill 
the  fame,  and  purfued  in  a  fimilar 
manner. 

Our  necefiarv  limits  will  permit 
us  to  infert  the  titles  only  of  the 
following  articles  :  44  Poems  bv 
Mrs.  J.  Pi-lkington,  in  2  vols;” 
“  Donald  Bane,  Lord  of  the  He¬ 
brides,  or  Wcllern  Ifles,  an  Heroic 
Poetn,  in  3 Books,  by  George  Skene, 
Efq  ;”  44  Poems  of  various  Kinds, 
by  Edward  Ham  ley,  Fellow  of  New 
College;”  44  Poetic  EfFufions,  paf- 
toral,  moral,  amatory,  and  defcrip- 
tive,  by  W.  Per  reef,  M.D;”  “Mif- 
cellaneoiis  Poems,  by  Richard 
Cookfey,  efq  44  Poetical  EfTavs, 
by  W.  Wainehoufe 44  Odes,  and 
Mifcel lan ecus  Poems,  by  a  Student 
of  Medicine;”  “  Poems  on  the 
Death  of  Prifcilla  Farmer,  by  her 
■Grand  fon  Charles  Llovd  “Po¬ 
ems  by  Jofeph  Cottle;”  44  Elegiac 
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Stanzas,  written  during  Sickngk  a* 
Bath,  December  1794,  by  the  Rev, 
W.  L.  Bowles,  A.  M 44  LIope# 
an  Allegorical  Sketch,  on  recover - 
ii]g  flow ly'  fpom  Sicknefs,”  by  the 
fame  author ;  44  Addrefs  to  Sym¬ 
pathy,  add  re  Ted  to  Mrs.  Leigh;” 

44  Meditations  bv  Moon -light  a 
Poem  .;”  44  The  Village  Mufe,  or  a 
Poem  on  Summer,  by  Juvenis 
“The  Alps,  a  moral  and  descriptive 
Poem,  from  the  German  of  Haller;” 

“  A  Colledion  of  Trifles,  in  Verfe, 
by  C.  £.  Stewart,  A.M;”  “  Sketch¬ 
es  in  Verfe,  by  Thomas  Robinfon 
44  The  Balance,  in  three  Cantos 
4i  Quafhy,  or  the  Coal-black  Maidr 
by  Captain  T.  Morris 44  A  Para- 
phrafe  on  Gray’s  Elegy,  written  on 
the  unfortunate  Cataftrophe  of  the 
late  H.  Weflon,  executed  for  For¬ 
gery  ;”  The  Triumphs  of  War,  by 
W.  Amphlett ;”  44  The  Triumph  of 
Innocence,  an  Ode,  written  on  the 
Deliverance  of  Maria  Therefa 
Charlotte  from  the  Prifon  of  the 
Temple,  by  Eyles  Irwin,  Efq.;” 

“  A  feledl  CqUetRipn  of  Epigrams, 
many  of  them  original,  by  Thomas 
Clio  Rickman  «  Sketches  on 
various  Subjects,  by  the  Author  of 
the  Democrat;”  “  An  Epikle  in  " 
\  erfe  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Randolph, 
occafioned  by  the  Publication  of  • 
his  Cor  re  fp  0  n  d  e  nee  with  the  Earl 
and  Counters  of  Jerfey^  with 
Notes;”  “  An  equekrian  Epikle, 
in  Verfe,  to  the  Earl  of  Jerfey, 
Maker  of  the  Horfe  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,” 
occakoned  by  the  fame  corre- 
fpondence,  by,, the  fame  author; 

“  Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Academi¬ 
cians,  by  Anthony  Pafquin,  Efq  ;” 

“  I  he  New  Brighton  Guide,  or 
Companion  for  Young  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen  to  all  the  Watering  Pla¬ 
ces  in  Great  Britain,  by  John  Wil¬ 
liams,  alias  Anthony  Pafquin, 
Efq;”  44  The  Pin-balket,  a  Satire, 
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by  Anthony  Pafquin,  Senior ;”  44  A 
critical  Review  of  Mr.  Burke’s  two 
Pamphlets,  in  a  poetical  E;  iftle 
from  Simkin  the  Second  to  his 
Brother  Simon  in  Wales;”  44  The 
Political  Ora  mat  iff,  in  November 
1795,  a  Poem;”  44  A  Confolatory 
'Epiflle  to  Mr.  Reeves;”  44  Peace, 
Ignominy,  and  Definition,  by 
Mr.  Jerningham  ;”  and  44  Familiar 
Letters  from  the  Ghofl  of  Shak- 
fpeare  to  Sammv  Ireland.” 

The  Dramatic  publications  of  the 
year  1796  were,  44  Fiefco, .  or  the 
Genoefe  Confpiracy,  a  Tragedy, 
from  the  German  of  Schiller;” 
*4  The  Modern  Arria,  a  Tragedy  in 
■■£  Acts,  from  the  German  of  F.  M. 
Klinger  ;”  44  The  Negro-Slaves,  a 
dramatic  hiftorical  Piece,  in  3  A£ls, 
from  the  German  of  De  Kotzbue  ;” 
44  Almeyda,  Queen  of  Grenada,  a 
Tragedy,  by  Mifs  Lee;”  44  The 
Sicilian  Lovers,  a  Tragedy,  by 
Mrs.  Robinfon  ;”  44  The  Battle  of 
Eddington,  or  Britifti  Liberty,  a 
Tragedy,  by  J.  Penn;”  44  Vorti- 
tner,  a  Tragedy,  by  A.  Portal ;” 
44  Inez,  a  Tragedy  ;”  44  The  Days 
of  Yore,  a  Drama,  in  3  Adis,  by 
Mr.  Cumberland  >”  44  The  Iron 
Cheft,  a  Play,  in  3  Adis,  by  George 
Colman  the  younger  ;”  44  The 

Fugitive,  a  Comedy,  by  J.  Richard- 
fon,  Efq. ;”  u  The  Man  of  Ten 
Thqufand,  a  Comedy,  by  Thomas 
Holcroft  ;”  44  The  Way  to  get 
Married,  a  Comedy,  by  Thomas 
Morton,  Efq.”  44  Abroad  and  at 
Home,  a  comic  Opera,  in  3  Adis, 

•  by  George  Holman,  Efq  4<  Lock 
and  Key,  a  mufical  Entertainment, 
in  3  Adis,  by  Prince  Hoare,  Efq  ;” 
44  The  Smugglers,  a  mufical  Drama, 
bv  S.  Birch  ;”  and  44  Village  Vir¬ 
tues,  a  dramatic  Satire,  in  two 
Parts.” 

In  the  lift  of  our  MifceHanepus 
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articles,  we  have  to  infert  the  fifth 
and  fixth  volumes  of  the  popular 
and  excellent  little  work  entitled 
44  Evenings  at  Home,  or  the  Juve¬ 
nile  Budget  opened,  confiding  of  a 
Variety  of  mifceilaneous  Pieces  tor 
the  Inftrudlion  and  Amufement  of 
young  Perfons.”  What  we  nave 
faid  of  the  preceding  volumes  in 
our  Regifters  for  the  years  1793  and 
1794,  renders  it  unneceftary  for  us 
to  do  more  in  this  place,  than  -to 
announce  the  appearance  of  tnofe 
before  us  ;  excepting  t Eat  it  may 
be  proper  to  add,  that  they  are  the 
lafl  which  are  to  be  expedled  from 
the  fame  authors,  on  the  fame  plan. 

In  our  lafl  year’s  Regifter  we 
introduced  to  our  readers  Mrs. 
Charlotte  Smith’s  pleating  and  in- 
ftrudlive  little  work  entitled  “Rural 
Walks.”  During  the  prefent  year 
die  has  publi  died  44  Rambles  far-? 
ther,  a  Continuation  of  Rural 
Walks,  Sc c.  in  2  Vois.”  which  are 
written  on  the  fame  plan,  and  e- 
qually  merit  the  notice  of  young 
perfons,  for  whole  benefit  they  are 
intended. 

The  44  Addrefs  to  a  Young  Lady 
on  her  Entrance  into  Are  World, 
in  2  Vols.”  is  delivered  in  the 
character  of  a  governefs  taking 
leave  of  her  pupil  of  rank  and 
fortune,  and  inculcates  much  fieri- 
ous  and  ufeful  advice,  in  plain, 
perfpicuous,  and  imprefiive  lan¬ 
guage.  The  topics"  on  which  flic 
expatiates  are,  the  reading  of  the 
fcriptures,  the  obfervance  of  the 
fab  bath,  truth,  content,  fortitude, 
pride,  and  the  duties  of  children 
to  parents. 

44  The  Juvenile  Olio,  or  Mental 
Medley,  confiding  of  original  Ef- 
favs,  moral  and  literary,  Tales, 
Fables,  Reflections,  &c.  intended  to 
correct  the  Judgment,  to  improve 
the  Tafte,  and  to  humanize  the 
Mind,”  is  4  pleafing  and  ufeful 

work, 
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work,  in  which  good  nioral  leflons 
are  agreeably  intermingled  with 
interefting  (lories,  deftgned  and 
calculated  to  render  them  impref- 
five,  and  young  perfons  are  judici- 
oufly  brought  to  the  threfhold  of 
fcientilic  knowledge. 

Mr  Steelman’s  “  Study  of  Aftro- 

1  * 

nomy,  adapted  to  the  Capacities  of 
Youth,  in  twelve  familiar  Dia¬ 
logues,  and  iiluftrated  with  Cop¬ 
per-plates,”  appears  well  calculated 
to  lead  young  perfons  to  an  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  the  rudiments  of 
that  fcience.  His  explanations  of 
technical  terms  are  eafy  and  per¬ 
spicuous,  his  defeviptions  and  iliuf- 
trations  plain  and  judicious,  and 
his  language  correct  and  pleating. 

M.  D’ifraeli,  on  whole  induitry 
in  multifarious  reading,  take  in 
felecfion,  and  ingenuity  of  remark, 
we  have  had  repeated  opportunities 
of  bellowing  ourapplaufe,  has  pub- 
lihied,  during  the  prefent  year,  a 
volume  of  44  Mifcellanies,  or  Lite¬ 
rary  Recreations,”  of  the  fame  cha¬ 
racter  with  his  preceding  works, 
and  which  we  recommend  as  a 
lively  and  entertaining  perform¬ 
ance.  It  is  written  in  the  form  of 
ell  ays,  and  embraces  various  curi¬ 
ous  and  interefting  topics,  too  nu¬ 
merous  to  be  fpecihed  in  our  ca¬ 
talogue. 

The  volume  entitled  44  Anec¬ 
dotes,  hiftorical,  and  literary,  or 
a  mifcellaneous-Selddlion  of  curious 
and  Unking  Faffages  from  eminent 
modern  Authors,”  is  not  deftitute 
of  interefting  and  entertaining  mat¬ 
ter,  induftrioully  collected  from  a 
variety  of  books,  on  different  fuh- 
jedls,  but  it  is  mixed  with  too 
much  trafh,  which  a  tolerable  lliare 
of  judgment  and  tafle  would  have 
excluded. 

The  fame  remarks  apply  to  the 
u  Interefting  Anecdotes,  Memoirs, 
Allegories,  Efiays,  and  poetical 
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Fragments,  See.  in  4  Vols.  by 
Mr.  Addifon.” 

The  volume  entitled  44  Epiftles 
Domeftic,  Confidential,  and  Official, 
from  General  Walhington,  written 
about  the  Commencement  of  the 
American  Conteft,  when  he  entered 
on  the  Command  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  &c.”  is  a  coi¬ 
led!  ior  of  moll  impudent  and  ma¬ 
lignant  forgeries,  fabricated,  and 
originally -published  in  a  mini  (ferial 
newfpaper,  at  New  York,  when  it 
was  in  the  pofteffion  of  the  Britiftx 
army.  The  objedl  of  them  was^ 
to  deftroy  the  confidence  of  the 
Americans  in  the  integrity  and 
public  fpirlt  of  their  commander 
in  chief,  and  to  alienate  the  country 
from  the  grand  caufe  in  which  they 
had  embarked.  We  need  not  fay 
how  completely  they  failed  in  pro¬ 
ducing  their  deligned  effiedf.  Their 
recent  reoublication  in  America, 
and  lince  that  in  this  country,  after 
the  moll  fatisfadlory  evidence  of 
their  being  the  invention  of  Lome 
infamous  proftitute  writer,  we 
cannot  reconcile  with  our  notions 
of  honour,  or  honefty.  The  greater 
part  of  the  official  papers  which  are 
added,  are  garbled,  or  altered  fo  as 
to  give  an  appearance  of  authenti¬ 
city  to  fome  parts  of  the  forgeries. 

'  The  “  Three  Dialogues  on  the 
Amufements  of  Clergymen,”  are 
faid  to  have  been  publilhed  from  a 
manufeript  of  Dr.  Jofiah  Framp- 
ton,  whofe  library  and  papers  were 
fold  in  London,  about  the  year 
1730,  and  to  have  been  penned  by 
him,  as  containing  the  fubftancL  of 
real  converfations  which-  palled 
between  himfelf  and  dean  Stilling- 
fleet,  the  author  of  Origines  Sacrae. 
Some  of  the  remarks  and  obfer- 
vations  which  they  contain  may 
perhaps/  appear  too  precife  and 
rigid  ;  and  it  may  be  thought  that, 
in  more  than  one  inflance,  the 

exercises 
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fcXercifes  and  amufements  pro- 
fcribed,  are  full  as  innocent  and 
decorous  as  others  which  are  per¬ 
mitted.  They  offer,  however,  much 
judicious  and  ufeful  advice,  de¬ 
fer  ving  the  attention  of  all  the 
ferious  clergy,  particularly  -the 
younger  members  of  the  order,  de¬ 
livered  in  an  eafv  lively  ftyle,  and 
iuterfperfed  with  illuflrative  anec¬ 
dotes. 

Mr.  Burges’s  44  Defultory  Hints 
on  Violence  of  Opinion  and  In¬ 
temperance  of  Language,”  reflect 
great  horiour  on  the  good  fenfe, 

«  liberality,  and  candour  of  the  au¬ 
thor,  and  merit  the  notice  of  po¬ 
lemics  of  all  parties,  political  and 
theological.  The  good  advice 
which  they  enforce,  was  never  more 
feafonable  than  at  the  prefent 
period. 

The  44  Hints  to  Frefli-Men,  from 
a  Member  of  the  Univerfity  of 
Cambridge,”  confift  of  excellent 
moral  and  prudential  rules,  deli¬ 
vered  in  the  form  of  maxims,  and 
enlivened  by  llrokes  of  wit  and 
pleafantry. 

,  44  The  Correfpondence  between 
the  Earl  and  Countefs  of  Jerfey, 
and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Randolph,  on  the 
Subject  of  fome  Letters  belonging 
to.  her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Princefs 
of  Wales,  of  late  fo  much  the 
Topic  of  public  Converfation,” 
was  publifhed  by  lord  jerfey,  to 
vindicate  his  lady  from  the  fufpi- 
cion  of  being  concerned  in  the 
interception  of  a  packet,  which, 
among  other  circumftances,  is  un¬ 
derflood  to  have  contributed  to  an 
unhappy  mifunderilanding  in  high 
life.  We  cannot  fay  that  it  throws 
much  light  on  that  myfterious  bu¬ 
ll  n  els. 

-  •  44  The  Triumph  of  Acquaintance 
over  Friend fliip,  an  Eilay  for  the 
Times,  by  a  Lady,”  is  a  lively  but 
defultory  performance,  in  which, 


if  the  writer  has  any  ferious  ddigo, 
it  is  to  decry  all  indulgence  to  the 
generous  emotions  of  the  heart, 
and  to  recommend  Ahe  cultivation, 
of  cold  politenefs,  and  artificial  good 
breeding,  as  the  furer  means  qf 
felf-enjoyment.  If  the  lady’s  feel¬ 
ings  correfpond  with  her  theory, 
her  happinefs  will  not  excite  our 
envy. 

The  Romances  and  Novels  of 
the  year  1796  were  very  numerous', 
and  many  of  them  polfefTed  con- 
liderable  merit  in  that  fpecies  of 
compolition.  In  this  number  we 
muff  rank  44  Camilla,  or  a  Picture 
of  Youth,  by  the  Author  of  Evelina 
and  Cecilia,  in  5  Vols;”  44  Nature 
and  Art, '  by  Mrs.  Inchbald,  in 
1  Vols 44  Emma  Courtney,  by 
Mary  Hays,  in  2  Vols;”  44  The 
Italian,  or  the  Confeffional  of  the 
Black  Penitents,  by  Mrs.  Radcliffe, 
in  3  Vols;”  44  Marchmont,  a  No¬ 
vel,  by  Charlotte  Smith,  in  4 
Vols ;”  44  Angelina,  by  Mrs.  Ro- 
binfon,  in  3  Vols;”  44  Hubert  de 
Sevrac,  a  Romance  of  the  eight¬ 
eenth  Century,  by  the  fame,  in  3 
Vols;”  44  Letters  of  a  Hindoo  Ra¬ 
jah,  written  previous  to,  and  during 
his  refidence  in  England,  by  Eliza 
Hamilton,  in  2.  Vols;”  44  Edward; 
various  Views  of  Human  Nature, 
taken  from  Life  and  Manners, 
chieHy  in  England,  by  the  Author 
of  Zeluco,  in  2  Vols ;  ”  44  The 
Monk,  a  Romance,  by  J.G.  Lewis, 
Efq.  M.  I\  in  3  Vols;”  44  Travels; 
before  the  Flood,  from  the  Arabic, 
in  2  Vols;”  44  Man  as  he  is,  a 
Novel,  in  4  Vols ;”  44  Hermfprong, 
or  Man  as  he  is  not,”  by  the  fame 
author,  in,  3  vols  ;  44  Theodore 
Cyphon,  or  the  Benevolent  Jew,  by 
G.  Walker,  in  3  Vols ;”  ‘4  Claren- 
tine,  in  3  Vols;”  44  Modern  Novel¬ 
writing,”  a  fatirical  production,  by 
lady  Marlow,  in  2  vols;  ,4  The 

Knights 
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Knights  of  the  Swan,  or  the  Court 
of  Charlemagne,  a  Romance,  from 
the  French  of  the  Countefs  pf 
Genlis,  in  2  Vois ;”  44  Paul  and 
Virginia,  from  the  French  of  Ber- 
iiardin  St,  Pierre,  with  original 
Sennets,  by  Helen  Maria  Willi¬ 
ams  ;”  44  James  the  Fatalift,  a  phi- 
lofcphical  Romance,  from  the 
French  of  the  late  M.  Diderot;” 

“  The  Hiftory  of  Peregrinus  Pro- 
tens,  the  Philofopher,  from  the 
German  of  Wielaw,  in  2  Vols;” 
“  The  Life  and  Opinions  of  Sebal- 
dus  Nothanker,  tram  Hated’  from  the 
German  of  Frederic  Nicolai,  by 
Thomas  Dutton,  A.  M.  Vol.  I 
“The  Black  Valley,  a  Tale,  from 
the  German  of  Weber,  Author  of 
the  Sorcerer;”  and  “Albert  de 
JMordenfliild,  tranflated  from  the 
German,  in  2  Vols,  The  follow¬ 
ing  belong  to  the  fame  clafs  of 
publications :  44  The  Forefters,  al¬ 
tered  from  the  French,  by  Mifs 
Gunning,  in  4  Vols  “  The  Ab¬ 
bey  of  Clugiiy,  by  Mrs.  Meeke,  in 
3  Vols;”  44  Anzoletta  Zadolki,  by 
Mrs.  Howell,  in  2  Vols;”  44  Geor¬ 
gina,  or  the  Advantages  of  grand 
Connexions,  by  the  fame,  in  2 
Vols ;”  “  The  Children  of  the 
Abbey,  by  Maria  Roche,  in  4 
Vols;”  “  Joan,  by  Matilda  Fitz- 
John,  in  4  Vols  “  Iiabinda  of 
Bellefieid,  bv  Mrs.  Courtney,  in 

3  Vols  ;”  a  SeleX  Fairy  Tales,  from 
the  German  of  Wielaw,  in  2  Vols 

“  The  Hiftory  of  Ned  Evans,  in 

4  Vols  “  Maria,  or  the  Vicarage, 
in  2  Vols;”  “  Edington,  by  R. 
Hey,  Efq.  in  2  Vols  4 '  Clemen¬ 
tina,  by  J.  I.  Cambon  ;”  44  The 
Magnanimous  Amazon,  in  2 
Vols;”  “  Angelo,  by  E.  H.  IlifF, 
in  2  Vols;”  “  Adela  Northington, 
in  3  Vols,”  “  Fatality,  in  3  Vols ;” 
44  The  Pavilion,  in  4  Vols  ;”  44  Ma- 
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til  da  and  Elizabeth,  in  4  Vols;^ 

“  Lewis  de  Boncceur,  by  Catherine' 
Lara,  ii>  2  Vols;”  f4  Durval  and 
Adelaide,  by  the  fame;'’*  “  Confe- 
qtie'nces,  or  Adventures  of  Wraxali 
Caftle;”  “Hannah  Hewit,  or  the 
Female  Crufoe,  by  Mr.  Dibdin,  in 
3  Vols  ;”  “  The  Manfion-Houfe* 
in  2  Vols,”  “  The  Creole,  of  the 
Haunted  Iftand,  by  Samuel  Arnold, 
jun.  in  3  Vols;”  “The  MvftXv 
of  The  Black  Tower,  by  J.  Palmer, 
jun.  in  2  Vols;”  “  Love’s  Pilgrim¬ 
age,  in  3  Vols  ;”  “  Memoirs  of  the' 
Ancient  Houfe  of  Clarendon,  in 

3  Vols;”  “Agatha,  in  3  Vols;” 

“  Memoirs  of  the  Marquis  de  Ville- 
bon,  in  a  Series  of  Letters,  in 
2  Vols;”  “The  Woodland  Cot-4 
tage,  in  4  Vols;”  “  The  Farmer  of 
Inglewood  Foreft,  by  Elizabeth 
Helme,  in  4  Vols;”  “  The  Her-* 
mit  of  Caucaftis,  by  Jofeph  Mofer, 
in  2  Vols ;”  “  The  AbftraX,  a  Cha-» 
raXer  from  Life,  in  3  Vols 
44  Montgomery,  or  Scenes  in  Wales, 
in  2  Vols 44  Eloife  de  Montblanc* 
by  a  Young  Lady  of  Fafhion,  in 

4  Vols;”  “  Augufta  Fitzherbert, 
or  Anecdotes  of  Real  CharaXers* 
in  2  V ols “  The  Caftle  of  Inch-* 
vally,  a  Tale,  bv  Stephen  Cullen, 
in  3  Vols 44  The  Sorrows  of 
Edith,  by  Mrs.  Burke,  in  2  Vols;” 
44  A  GoiiTp’s  Story,  and  Legendary 
Tales,  by  Mrs.  Weft,  in  2  Vols;” 
44  The  Manfion -Houfe,  by  a  Young 
Gentleman,  in  2  Vols;”  44  Man- 
fredi,  Baron  St.  Ofmond,  an  old 
Bnglifh  Romance,  by  Sarah  Lanf- 
del'l,  in  2  Vols ;”  44  The  Ruins  of 
Avondale  Priory,  by  Mrs.  Kelly* 
in  3  Vols;”  “DeKes, by  Mrs,  Gun¬ 
ning,  in  2  Vols;”  44  Horrid  Mvf- 
teries,  from  the  German  of  Grofe, 
bjr  P.  Will,  in  4  Vols ;”  and  44  The 
Difappointed  Heir,  by  A.  Gomer- 
fall*  in  a  Vois.” 

FOREIGN? 
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Foreign  literature 

Of  the  Year  1796. 


WHEN  \ve  turn  our  attention 
to  the  foreign  productions 
6f  the  year,  we  frill  find  ourfelves 
very  fcantily  fupphed  with  mate¬ 
rials  for  prefen  ting  to  our  readers 
an  hiftorical  catalogue  of  the  lite¬ 
rature  of  the  northern  European 
kingdoms,  and  of  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces,  now  denominated  the  Ba¬ 
tavian  republic.  Among  the  few 
articles  belonging  to  the  Ruffian 
dominions,  of  which  we  have  leen 
anv  account,  we  have  to  announce 
the  Vth,  VJ-th,  Tilth,  and  Vlllth 
parts  of  Mr.  Herder’s  u  Letters  to 
promote  Humanity”  (perhaps  the 
word  Humanization,  if' we  may  be 
allowed'  to  nfe  it,  will  better  con¬ 
vey  to  the  Englifh  reader  an  idea 
of  the  author’s  meaning),  publiQied 
at  Riga.  In  fome  of  our  preceding 
Volumes  we  have  introduced  to  our 
readers  the  former  parts  of  this 
ingenious  and  rnterefting  work,  in 
the  order  of  their  appearance. 
Englifh  poetry  is  characterized  by 
Mr.  Herder  in  his  Vlllth  part ; 
but  not  with  uniform  impartial 
Suffice  to  tome  of  our  moll  favour¬ 
ite  authors,  efpeeiallv  in  his  corn- 
par  ifon  of  their  merits  with  thofe 
of. the  mod  popular  of  the  German 
poets. — At  Peter fh u rg,  the  ift  vo¬ 
lume  of  “  Prize  Papers  and  EfTays 

of  the  Free  Economical  Societv  at 

■  * 

Feterfbitrg,’’  has  been  publi filed, 
containing  many  valuable  articles,. 


iiluftrated  with  feveral  plates.  The' 
contributors  to  this  volume  are* 
M.  Friebe,  M.  G.  F.  Engehnanny 
M.  Ornaeus,  M.  Laxmann,  M.  P.  » 
Eberhard  Schrceter,  M.  Dalgreen, 
Ur.  Formey,  and  M.  Pallas. — At 
Riga,  M.  K\  Storch  has  publifhed' 
the  fir  ft  volume  of  Materials 
towards  a  Knowledge  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  Empire,”  which  confifts  of  a 
feledfion  of  Ruffian  tradls,  trans¬ 
lated  entirely,  or  in  part,  into  the 
German  language.—  At  the  fame- 
place,  M.  W.  A.  Hupei  has  pub- 
lifiied,  from  the  original  of  general 
J.  H.  Von  Weymarn,  a  treatife 
“  On  the  Fir  ft  Campaign  of  the 
Ruffian  Army  againff  the.Pruffians, 
inAhe  Year  1757,”  which  is  a  va¬ 
luable  document  refpefting  an  in- 
terefting  period  in  the  feven  years* 
war. —  At  Peterfbu rg,  M.  F.  E„- 
Schroeder  has  published  “  Dr.  J „ 
Reinegg’s  General  Hiftorical  and 
Topographical  Defcription  of  Can  - 
cafus,  compiled  from  his  Pofc- 
humous  Papers,  Vol.I.”  which  the'  " 
author’s  literary  talents,  and  the 
opportunity  he  enjoyed  of  collect¬ 
ing  information  during,  five  diffe¬ 
rent  journeys  into  the  Caucafean 
mountains,  will  render  an  accept¬ 
able  prefect-  to  the-  natural! ft,  the 
hiftorian,  and  the  geographer. -At 
the  fame  place  have  appeared  three 
numbers  of  well-executed  acqua- 
tinta  plates,  of  which  there  are  fix 
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in  each  number,  entitled  “  The 
Cries  of  Peterfburg,”  drawn  and 
etched  by  Schoenberg  and  Geifler. 
Thefe  plates  contain  views  of  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  city  of  Peterf¬ 
burg,'  with  figures  of  the  perfons 
who  follow  their  trades  in  the 
flreets,  each  in  his  proper  habili¬ 
ments  ;  accompanied  with  de- 
Icriptions*  conveying  every  neeef- 
fary  information  refpeding  the  fub- 
jeds,  in  French  and  German. 

Among  the  few  articles  which 
we  have  feen  announced  in  Swedifh 
literature,  we  find  “  Memoirs  of 
the  Society  for  the  Promotion  of 
general  Knowledge  among  the  Citi¬ 
zens,  Vol.  I.  Parts  1 — 6.”  pub¬ 
lifhed  at  Stockholm.  This  nfeful 
Work  is  more  particularly  adapted 
to  the  improvement  of  political 
economy  among  the  Swedes,  and 
according  to  the  fituation  and  cli¬ 
mate  of  their  country  :  but  it  offers 
many  valuable  hints  from  which 
other  nations  may  profit.  So,  like- 
wife,  does  the  periodical  work,  en¬ 
titled  “  The  new  Economical 
Journal,”  publiflied  at  the  fame 
place,  containing  efTays  on  various 
important  fubjeds,  coincident  with 
the  defign  of  the  work.  The  ia/b 
volume  or  which  we  have  feen  any 
notice,  confifts  of  the  papers  re¬ 
ceived  and  approved  from  January 
to  June  t  794. —  At  the  fame  place, 
M.  J.  Alb.  Flintberg  has  publifhed 
a  treatife  on  “  The  Maritime  Law 
of  Sweden,  with  Remarks,  con¬ 
taining  the  new  Ordinances  intro¬ 
duced  into  it,  with  an  Account  of 
the  Duties  of  the  Swedifh  Confuls 
at  the  feveral  foreign  Ports,  and 
the  Perquisites  due  to  them which 
muft  prove  an  ufeful  publication 
to  thole  who  are  engaged  in  com¬ 
mercial  connexions  with  that 
country. — At  Abo,  profefTor  Teng- 
fbcem  has  publifhed  well-written 
44  Memoirs  of  Dr.  J.  E.  TerferUs, 
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Bifliop  of  Linkoping,”  who  appeal 
to  have  been  a  very  refpedable  and 
liberal  man;  too  liberal  to  efcape 
the  perfecutiotr  of  his  lefs  informed? 
and  envious  contemporaries. —  At 
Stockholm  a  fplendid  work  has 
appeared,  entitled  “  Ex  Mufeo* 
Regis  Sueciae  Antiquarum  e  Mar- 
more  Statuarum  Series  integra;” 
which  prefents  to  the  public,  in 
feventeen  copperplates,  an  idea  of 
the  nature  and  value  of  many  an¬ 
tique  flatues,  purchafed  at  Rome 
by  Guftavus  III.  accompanied  with 
defcriptions,  attributed  to  C.  F. 
Von  Fredenheim,  infpedor  of  the 
royal  cabinet. 

TheDanifli  dominions  have  been 
unufnally  barren  of  literary  pro¬ 
ductions  during  the  year  1 796,  or 
we  have  been  peculiarly  unfortu¬ 
nate  in  our  inquiries  concerning 
them.  At  Altona,  C.  Fred.  Cramer 
has  publiflied  a  work,  intitled  u  On 
nqyq  Lot,  a  Manufcript  for  my 
Friends,”  which  is  valuable  as  a 
document  illuftrating  the  fpirit  of 
the  times  in  Denmark.  It  appears* 
that  M.  Cramer,  having  advertifed 
a  tranflation  of  Petion’s  works  on 
the  fubjed  of  legiflation,  and  ex- 
prefled  himfelf  in  his  advertife- 
mcnt  in  terms  of  praife  refpeding 
the  author,  received  a  fevere  repri¬ 
mand  from  the  government  at  Co¬ 
penhagen  ;  on  his  modeftly  jufli- 
fying  what  he  had  written,  he  was 
ordered  to  be  diffnifted  from  his 
profefforfhip  at  Kiel,  with  the  al¬ 
lowance  of  half  his  falary,  provided 
he  would  avoid  ail  propagation  of 
his  principles.  The  petition  of  his 
colleagues,  who  gave  him  a  very 
high  charader,  was  unavailing  to 
prevent  the  execution  of  the  harfh 
and  impolitic  fentence.  His  ac¬ 
count  of  the  whole  tranfadion,- 
and  his  refledions  upon  it,  do  ho¬ 
nour  to  his  temper  and  indepen¬ 
dent  fpirit. —  At  the  fame  place. 
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M.  A.F.  Hecker  has  publifhed  the 
firft  part  of  a  “  Repofitory  of  Pa¬ 
thological  Anatomy  and  Phyfio- 
logy,”  and  in  the  profecution  of 
his  plan  is  promifed  the  affiftance 
of  feveral  of  the  moft  able  ana¬ 
tomies  of  the  prefent  day.  What 
he  has  already  performed  is  highly 
fpoken  of  by  the  foreign  reviewers. 
At  Copenhagen,  M.  J.  Syivefter 
Saxthorp,  ledfurer  on  midwifery, 
has  pubiilhed  “  An  Examination 
of  ObftetHcal  Inllru merits,  an  In¬ 
augural  Diflertation,”  which  is 
{fated  to  abound  in  judicious  :e- 
marks,  that  will  be  found  of  cori- 
{iderable  ufe  to  pra&itioners. — At 
the  fame  place,  Dr.  C.  H.  Plaffi 
has  tranflated,  from  the  enlarged 
Englilh  edition,  u  Browne’s  Syflem 
©f  Medicine,  with  a  critical  Dif- 
fertation  on  the  Brimonian  Prin¬ 
ciples  Pom  the  appearance  of 
which,  together  with  the  .other 
tranflations  of  that  author’s  Ele¬ 
ments,  and  the  late  fpeculative  pro¬ 
ductions  of  medical  writers  on  the 
continent,  we  may  perceive  that  a 
change  is  rapidly  taking  place  in 
foreign  medical  fcience. 

With  refpeft  to  the  productions 
of  the  Batavian  republic,  we  have 
received  fcarcely  any  information 
{ince  our  laft  imperfect  notice  of 
Dutch  literature.  At  Utrecht,  M. 
Hennert,  mathematical  profefTor, 
has  publifhed  <c  A  Treatiie  on  the 
Fortification  of  Towns  and  Camps, 
and  the  Range  of  Bombs,  with  a 
Plan  of  Inftrudtion  for  Officers.” 
This  publication  is  fpoken  of  as  a 
Very  valuable  manual  for  profef- 
fional  men,  and  an  honourable  tef- 
frimony  of  the  leaned  profeffior’s 
patriotifm,  in  devoting  his  diftin- 
guifhed  talents  to  the  fervice  of  his 
country.— -At  Amfterdam, a  volume 
has  been  publifhed,  intitled  “Eflays 
and  Obfervations  in  Natural.  Hif- 
tory,  chiefly  relating  to  our  own 
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Country,  by  J.  Florentius  Marti¬ 
net,  Fellow  of  the  Dutch  Society 
of  Sciences,  & c.”  illuftrated  with 
plates.  Thefe  e flays,  which  we 
believe  have  already  appeared  in 
the  Haarlem  Tran  factions,  contain 
ufeful  materials  for  a  natural  hiflory 
of  the  Dutch  territory,  and  remarks 
and  obfervations  that  will  not 
prove  unacceptable  to  foreigners  as 
well  as  to  natives. — At  Utrecht, 
M.  Jer.  de  Bofch  has  publifhed  the 
long-wifhed-for  edition  of  the 
£t  Ahthologia  Gneca,”  with  the 
Latin  verfion  of  Plugo  Grotius. 
The  original  of  this  verfion,  which 
is  an  excellent  one,  and  in  many 
refpedts  fuperior  .to  all  others,  lay 
for  a  conflderable  time  concealed 
from  the  inquiries  of  the  learned', 
in  the  pofleflion  of  the  celebrated 
Dorville.  The  younger  Burmann 
obtained  permiflion  from  his  fur- 
viving  fon  to  take  a  copy  of  it ; 
which  after  his  death  came  into  the 
hands  of  our  editor.  And  he  ex** 
prefles  his  hope  of  being  able  to 
procure  the  whole  of  Dorville’s 
critical  labours  bn  thefe  poems, 
which,  with  his  own  remarks,  and 
fuch  as  he  may  think  proper  to 
felebf  from  the  works  of  other  cri¬ 
tics,  he  intends  to  publifh  in  a  fu¬ 
ture  volume.  The  literary  world 
is  much  indebted  to  him  for  the 
prefent  volume,  and  will  impati¬ 
ently  expebl  the  fdpplementary  one. 

The  publications  in  German  li¬ 
terature  which  call  for  our  firffc 
notice,  are  fuch  as  belong  to.  the 
department  of  BiblicalCriticifm  and 
Theology.  In  this  number  vve  find 
“  Novum  Teftamentum  Grsece. 
Textum  ad  Fidem  Codicum,  Verfi- 
onum,  et  Patrum  recenfuit,  et  Lec- 
tionis  Varietatem  adjecit,  D.  O.  Jac. 
Grieibach.  Volumen  I.  Quatuor 
'Evangelia*  complebfens.  Editio 
fecunda,  emendatior,  multoque  lo- 
cupletior,  8vo.”  Thb  two  volumes 
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of  the  £ rft  edition  of  this  very  va¬ 
luable  and  important  work  were 
pubhlbed  In  the  years  1775  and 
1777,  and  raifed  the  author  to  di- 
ftinguifhed  eminence  among  bi¬ 
blical  critics.  Since  their  appear¬ 
ance,  he  has  diligently  employed 
himfelf  in  collecting  materials  for 
carrying  his  work  to  the  tfgheft 
pitch  of  perfection  in  his  power. 
The 'volume  before  us  is  part  of 
the  refult  of  his  arduous  labours,  in 
which  he  appears  to  have  ufed  the 
utmoft  care  to  fettle  the  text  as 
perfectly  as  polilble,  and  to  men¬ 
tion  every  various  reading,  of  real 
importance,  that  had  been  either 
noticed  by  former  editors,  or  ob- 
ferved  by  himfelf  in  his  very  nu¬ 
merous  collections.  To  the  whole 
he  has  prefixed  feven  feet  ions  of 
Prolegomena,  which  prefent  us  with 
abundant  proofs  of  extenfive  eru¬ 
dition,  and  profound  critical  fkill. 
It  is  highly  honourable  to  our  own 
country,  that  Dr.  Griefbach  was 
encouraged  in  his  undertaking  by 
the  munificent  patronage  of  the 
duke  of  Grafton,  at  whofe  expence 
a  confiderable  number  of  copies  has 
been  printed  on  paper  lent  on  pur- 
pofe  from  England,  of  a  much  l'u- 
perior  quality  to  that  of  the  com¬ 
mon  edition.  This  work  was 
printed  in  Germany,  and  is  pub- 
liflied  both  at  Halle,  and  in  Lon¬ 
don. — At  Berlin,  another  impor¬ 
tant  work  in  biblical  criticifm  has 
been  publiflied,  inti  tied  “  Codicis 
Manufcripti  N.  T.  Graeci  Raviani, 
111  Bibliotheca  Regia  Berolinenfi 
publica  aflervati  Examen  ;  quo 
oftenditurj  alteram  ejus  Partem  ma- 
jorem  ex  Editione  Complutenfi,  al¬ 
teram  minorem  ex  Editione  Ro¬ 
bert!  Stephani  tertia,  efte  deferip- 
tam,  inftituit  Georgius  Gottlieb 
Pappelbaum,  &c.”  in  this  work 
the  author  has  proved,  with  a 
weight  of  evidence  equal  to  that  of 


mathematical  demonffration,  that 
the  Ravian  manufeript,  fo  called 
from  profeffor  Rave  of  Upfal,  to 
whom  it  belonged  in  the  laid  cen¬ 
tury,  is  a  bungling  and  contempt¬ 
ible  forgery,  of  which  no  ufe  what¬ 
ever  can  be  made  in  any  qneftion 
of  biblical  criticifm.  The  fources 
whence,  as  he  fhews  beyoqd  dis¬ 
pute,  it  was  compiled,  are  indicat¬ 
ed  in  the  title-page.  To  this  work 
the  author  has  added  an  appendix, 
containing,  1.  Addenda  to  Wet- 
ftein’s  Collection  of  various  Read¬ 
ings  from  the  Complutenfian  Edi¬ 
tion.  2.  A  Letter  written  to  Mr. 
Travis  on  the  ift  of  December 
1785,  of  great  importance  in  the 
controverfy  relative  to  the  authen¬ 
ticity  of  1  John,  v.  7.  the  contents 
of  which  he  was  fo  difingenuous  as 
to  with-hold  from  the  public.  This 
letter  to  the  defender  of  the  fpu- 
rious  paffage  is  fufficiently  fevere, 
but  not  more  fo  than  his  conduct; 
warranted.  —  At  Hilburghaufen,  a 
republication  has  appeared,  with 
corrections,  omiftions,  and  addi¬ 
tions,  of  “  Dr.  J.  G.  Rofenmiiller’s 
Hiftory  of  the  Interpretation  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures  in  the  Chriftian 
Church,  from  the  Age  of  the  Apo- 
frles  to  that  of  OrigenJ  Part-  I.” — « 
At  Lemgo,  M.  I.  F.  Leun  has  pub- 
liftied  the  firft  and  fecond  volumes 
of  “  A  Manual  for  a  curfory  Read¬ 
ing  of  the  New  Teftament,  in~ 
tended  for  the  Ufe  of  Schools  and! 
Univerfities,”  which  is  drawn  up 
much  in  the  form  of  a  didrionarv, 
and  contains  the  fignifications  of 
the  principal  words  and  modes  of 
expreflion  in  the  New  Teftament, 
according  to  the  order  in  which 
they  occur.- — At  Erfurt,  profeftor 
Chrift.  Gotthilf  Herrmann  haspub- 
lifhed  “  Elements  of  the  Chriftian 
Religion,  for  the  Ufe  of  Academies 
and  Schools  of  the  middle  Rank,” 
which  is  faid  to  be  executed  with 
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ability,  and  well  adapted  to  tlie 
author’s  deftgn.  —  At  Gottingen, 
Dr.  C.  Fred.  Ammon  has  published 
a  u  Sketch  of  Chriftian  Morality, 
on  fcientific  Principles,  intended 
chiefly  as  a  Text-book  for  his  Lec¬ 
tures,”  in  which  he  fhewsthe  agree¬ 
ment  of  the  Chriftian  religion, 
when  the  fpirit  is  feparated  from 
the  letter,  with  the  dictates  of  pure 
reafon.  —  At  Leipfic,  M.  Politz, 
fecond  profeftor  of  morals  and 
hiftory  at  the  equeftrian  academy 
at  Drefden,  has  publiftied  the  firft 
volume  of  “  A  philofophical  View 
of  the  Theology  of  the  later  Jews.” 
This  volume  confifts  of  Prolego¬ 
mena  to.  the  author’s  greater  work, 
and  is  written  with  that  learning 
and  ability,  which  will  lead  the 
reader  to  entertain  high  expectations 
of  the  information  to  be  derived 
from  the  profecution  of  his  plan. 
—At  Frankfort  and  Leipfic,  an 
anonymous  author  has  publiftied 
*  An  Inquiry  into  the  Negative 
Religious  Principle  of  the  modern 
French,”  in  which  his  object  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  to  prove  the  neceftity 
of  fome  eftablifhed  religion  to  the 
exiftence  of  a  ftate  :  a  dogma  not 
fupported  either  by  arguments  a 
priori,  or  a  pofteriori,  in  the  efti- 
mation  of  fome  of  the  molt  zealous 
friends  to  religion  in  the  old  and 
new  worlds. — At  the  latter  place, 
M.  C.  G.  Ribbeck  has  publiftied  a 
volume  of  Sermons  adapted  to 
the  Spirit  and  Wants  of  the  Times 
and  Place  ;”  which  are  reprefented 
to  poftefs  very  fuperior  merit,  but 
to  be  chiefly  calculated  for  readers 
of  cultivated  minds  and  refined 
tafte. — At  Gotha,  M.  J .  Fred.  Chrift. 
Lceifer  has  publiftied  a  volume  of 
Sermons  adapted  to  the  Occur¬ 
rences  and  Spirit  of  the  Times,” 
which  are  nine  in  number,  and 
ftated  to  be  excellent  difeourfes  of 
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the  moral  kind. — At  Leipfic,  M.  J. 
Rud.  Theoph.  Beyer  has  publiftied 
u  The  Hiftory  of  .the  Primitive 
World,  in  Sermons,  being  an  At¬ 
tempt  to  render  the  unlearned  bet¬ 
ter  acquainted  with  the  Spirit  and 
Meaning  of  the  Mofaic  Records, 
and  defend  them  againft  the  At¬ 
tacks  of  Raillery  and  Superftition 
of  which  the  foreign  journals  fpeak 
in  terms  of  refpect,  although  they 
do  not  affign  them  an  high  rank  in 
the  lift  of  pulpit  compofttions. 

Under  the  head  of  Philofophy 
and  Ethics,  we  meet  with  a  treatife 
“  on  the  Laws  of  the  Aflodiation 
of  Ideas,  and  particularly  on  a  fun¬ 
damental  Principle  of  it  hitherto 
unnoticed,  by  C.  G.  Bardili,”  pub- 
lifhed  at  Tubingen.  The  object  of 
the  author  is,  to  Amplify  the  laws 
of  the  aflbeiation  of  ideas,  and  to 
trace  them  back  to  fome  higher  de* 
terminate  law.  This  law  he  de* 
nominates  the  principle  of  com- 
pletement,  which  appears  to  per¬ 
vade  all  nature,  to  which,  as  to  an 
endeavour  to  form  a  perfect  whole, 
he  refers  all  the  modes  of  the  affo- 
ciation  of  ideas.— At  the  fame  place, 
profeftor  Theodore  Tiedeman  has 
publiftied  5  volumes  of  a  truly  ela¬ 
borate  and  learned  work,  intitled 
“  The  Spirit  of  Speculative  Philo¬ 
fophy,  &c.”  in  preparing  which,  he 
has  been  original  and  felect  in 
collecting  his  materials,  and  has 
judicioimy  interwoven  civil  hif- 
torv,  and  the  circumftances  and 
events  of  the  lives  of  individual 
fpeculators,  with  the  record  of  their 
theories  and  opinions,  and  grounds 
of  proof,  in  a  manner  that  renders 
his  performance  peculiarly  inter- 
efting  and  inftructive.  As  far  as 
he  has  proceeded,  he  has,  on  a 
fmaller  fcale,  improved  upon  the 
arrangement  and  method  of  Brack¬ 
en—  At  Haile,  profeftor  J.  Chrift. 

S  a  Hoffbauer 


[2]6]  FOREIGN  LITERATURE* 


Hoffbauer  has  publifhed  a  treatife 
intitled  “  The  Natural  Philofophy 
of  the  Mind,  in  Letters,”  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  which  is  to  explain,  in  an 
eafy  and  perfpicuous  manner, ,  the 
theory  of  the  different  mental  fa¬ 
culties,  and  the  flate  of  the  mind  in 
exercifing  them.  This  delign  he 
has  profecuted  with  very  great  fuc- 
cefs.  The  more  common  pheno¬ 
mena  of  mind  he  relerves  for  a 
future  inveftigation.  —  At  Leipffc, 
M.  G.  Henrici  has  publifhed  a  phi¬ 
losophical  dialogue  on  the  queftion 
4‘  Do  great  Virtues  or  great  Vices 
require  the  greater  Powers  of 
Mind  ?”  This  dialogue  is  very  cre¬ 
ditable  to  the  author’s  abilities  as 
a.  philofophical  writer,  and,  while  it 
fatisfaclorily  eftablifhes  the  polition 
that  true  virtue  alone  denotes  great- 
nefs  of  mind,  contains  many  inter- 
effing  and  important  collateral  ob- 
fervations. 

Among  the  articles  in  German 
literature  which  are  to  be  referred 
to  the  head  of  Government  and 
Political  Economy,  we  meet  with 
a  treatife  “  On  the  Government 
of  the  Roman  Republic,  by  Al. 
Adrien  de  Texier,”  in  three  vo¬ 
lumes,  publifhed  at  Hamburg.  This 
as  a  very  important  and  inftrudtive 
work,  intended  to  fupply  what  the 
ableft  writers  on  the  Roman  people 
and  conftitution  have  left  in  a  con- 
liderable  degree  a  deffderatum,  viz. 
a  methodical  and  philofophical 
lketch  of  the  inftitutions  and  fpirit 
of  Roman  polity,  and  of  the  cir- 
cumftances  which  gradually  com¬ 
bi  ned  to  render  it  fo  vigorous  and 
efficient.  It  appears  to  be  written 
throughout,  with  a  defigned  alluffon 
to  the  date  of  politics  in  this  age  of 
revolutions. — In  our  catalogue  of 
the  Foreign  Literature  of  the  year 
1793,  we  announced  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  profeffbr  Iieeren’s  “Ideas 
on  the  Policy,  Intercourfe,  and 


Commerce,  of  the  principal  Natl* 
ons  of  Antiquity,”  vol.  I.  pub¬ 
lifhed  at  Gottingen.  During  the 
prefent  year  he  has  fent  into  the 
world  the  fecond  volume  of  that 
valuable  and  intereffing  work, 
which  comprehends  the  Perftans,. 
the  Phenicians,  the  Babylonians, 
and  the  Scythians.— At  Gottingen, 
likewife,  M.  de  Martens  has  pub- 
liflied  “  An  Effay  on  Privateers, 
Captures,  and  Re-captures,”  which 
is  a  learned  and  ingenious  per¬ 
formance,  and  offers  much  ufeful 
affi fiance  in  afcertaining  what  are  " 
the  principles  of  the  law  of  nations 
on  the  fubje&s  difcuffed.  The 
hiffory  prefented  in  it  of  the  origin 
and  progrefs  of  legalized  priva¬ 
teering,  will  gratify  the  curioffty 
of  the  reader. — In  our  laft  year’s 
Regiffer  we  announced  the  publi¬ 
cation,  at  Hamburg,  of  Dumou- 
riez’  “  Political  View  of  the  Fu¬ 
ture  Situation  of  France.”  During 
the  prefent  year,  he  has  publifhed, 
at  the  fame  place,  “  A  Continu¬ 
ation”  of  that  work,  in  which,  a* 
circumffances  and  events  have 
changed,  the  author  has  changed 
his  fentiments  and  language,  and 
accommodated  them  to  the  prefent 
order  of  things.  Since  the  majo¬ 
rity  of  the  French  nation,  by  the 
acceptance  of  the  conftitution  of 
1795,  have  given  an  unequivocal 
proof  of  their  attachment  to  a  re^ 
publican  form  of  government,  he 
now  thinks  it  his  duty  to  offer  up 
his  vows  for  the  fafety  of  the 
French  republic,  and  to  prefent  his 
countrymen  with  thofe  remarks  on. 
the  form  they  have  adopted,  and 
that  advice  which,  in  his  judgment,, 
will  contribute  to  its  amelioration 
and  {lability.  Whatever  may  be 
thought  of  the  man,  his  ideas  may 
be  ufeful ;  and  we  think  that  fome  o£ 
them  merittheattentionoftheFrench 
nation.— The  “Free  Thoughts 
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on  the  mofl  important  Concern  of 
Germany,  refpedtfully  offered  to 
his  own  and  other  good  Princes, 
for  their  Examination  and  ferious 
Refledlion,  by  a  Friend  to  his 
Country,”  are  the  productions  of 
an  anonymous  author,  and  pri¬ 
vately  printed.  They  have,  howe¬ 
ver,  obtained  an  extenfive  circula¬ 
tion  in  Germany,  and  not  unde- 
fervedly.  For  they  contain  judi-' 
cions  exhortations  to  that  reform 
in  the  government  of  the  German 
Rates*  without  which  a  revolution 
is  unavoidable,  and  at  the  fame  time 
point  out  the  means  of  accom- 
plifhing  it.  —  Under  fimilar  cir- 
cilmftances  of  concealment  with 
refpeCt  to  the  name  of  the  author, 
Jind  the  place  where  printed,  ano¬ 
ther  work  appeared  entitled  il  Of 
the  Iriterefl  of  the  Pru ilian  Mo¬ 
narchy,  in  the  Situation  of  Affairs 
as  they  were  in  January,  1796,” 
the  objeCt  of  which  was  to  per- 
fuade  the  Pruffian  cabinet  to  re¬ 
join  the  confederacy  againfl  France. 
They  purfued,  however,  a  line  of 
better  policy,  and  efcaped  the  dif- 
grace  in  which  the  allies,  fince  that 
period,  have  been  involved. — At 
Erfurt,  M.  J.  Melchior  Moeller  has 
publifhed  a  prize  “  Effav  on  faving 
Moveables  and  Houfehold  Furni¬ 
ture  in  Cafe, of  Fire,”  which  the 
German  Reviews,  without  enter¬ 
ing  into  particulars,  pronounce  to 
be  a  work  of  importance.  —  The 
“  Four  Papers  relative  to  the  Cul¬ 
tivation  of  the  Danube  Morafs  in 
Bavaria,”  (where  printed  not  men¬ 
tioned)  contain  complaints  againfl: 
that  economical  projeCf,  which 
was  noticed  by  us  in  our  lafl  vo- 
\  Iume,  together  with  anfwers  to 
thofe  complaints,  and  the  report  of 
a  committee  of  enquiry,  Rating  the 
benefits  which  have  arifen  to  the 
country  from  the  patriotic  under¬ 
taking. —At  Nuremberg,  C.  Fred. 


W.  Glafers  has  publifhed  u  A  De¬ 
scription  of  a  newly  invented  eco¬ 
nomical  Lamp  for  Students,  cal¬ 
culated  for  preserving  the  Eyes, 
and  attended  with  fomc  other  Ad¬ 
vantages.”  This  lamp  is  on  the 
principle  of  Argand\;  but  the 
glafs  tube  is  furrounded  with  ano¬ 
ther  at  3  fmall  diflance,  and  the 
interval  between  them  is  filled  with 
a  folution  of  verdigreafe  in  vine¬ 
gar,  to  render  the  light  emitted 
through  them  lefs  prejudicial  to  the 
eyes.  A  moveable  mirror  is  alfo 
added,  to  throw  the  light  wherever 
required. 

The  next  articles  in  German  lx* 
terature  which  call  for  our  notice, 
belong  to  the  department  of  Ma¬ 
thematics  and  Natural  Philofophy. 
In  this  number  is  u  The  Polyno¬ 
mial  Theorem,  the  moil  important 
Problem  in  Algebra,  with  fome 
others,  demonflrated  anew  by  Te- 
tens,  Kluegel,  Kramp,  Pfaff,  and 
Hindenburg,  publi filed  with  Re¬ 
marks,  and  a  brief  Sketch  of  the 
Combination  Method  and  its  Appli¬ 
cation  to  Algebra,  by  C.  F.  Hin¬ 
denburg,”  at  Leipfic.  This  work 
is  a  defence,  as  well  as  illuflration 
of  profeffor  Flindenburg’s  method 
exhibited  in  his  “  Novi  Syflematis 
Permutationum,  Variationum,  ao 
Comhinationum  primse  Linese,” 
which  is  reprefented  m  the  foreign 
Journals  to  be  as  great  an  acquifi- 
tion  to  the  whole  fcience  of  alge¬ 
bra,  as  that  of  infinite  feries 
was  at  the  end  cf  the  lafl  centu¬ 
ry. —  At  the  fame  place  M.  H.  A. 
Rothe  has  publifhed  “  Formula  de 
Serierum  Reverfione  Demonflratio 
univerfalis,  Signis  localibus  combi- 
natorio-analyticorum  vicariis  ex- 
hibita,”  which  is  calculated  only 
for  adepts  in  mathematical  fcience, 
and  for  thofe  in  particular  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  language  of 
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profdfor  Hindenburg. — At  Berlin, 
JVI.  A.  Biirja  has  publifhed  a  work 
entitled  “  The  Mathematical  Paint¬ 
er,  or  the  fundamental  Principles 
of  Perfpe&ive  according  to  various 
Methods,  with  an  Appendix  on 
theatrical  Perfpe&ive,  and  a  De- 
fcription  of  a  new  Perfpe&ive  in- 
flrument,”  which  may  properly  be 
confidered  as  a  continuation  of  his 
valuable  treatife  on  optics,  noticed 
in  our  view  of  the  Foreign  Litera¬ 
ture  of  the  year  1794. — -At  Erfurt, 
M.  E.  F.  F„  Chladni  has  publifhed 
a  curious  and  ingenious  effay, 
66  On  the  longitudinal  Vibration's'' 
of  Strings  and  Rods,”  which  will 
prove  interetting  to  the  natural, 
philofophef,  and  add  to  the  repu¬ 
tation  which  the  author  has  alrea¬ 
dy  acquired  by  his  treatife  on  the 
theory  of  founds.  —  At  Frankfort 
on  the  Main,  profeffor  C.  Theoph. 
Schmidt,  of  GiefTen,  has  publifhed 
an  inttruftive  treatife  “  O11  the  Ule 
of  the  Micrometer  in  ascertaining 
Difta  nces  upon  the  Surface  of  the 
Earth,  with  pradtical  Inftru&ions 
for  making  Glafs  Micrometers,  by 
a  Machine  pnrpofely  conftrubted  for 
dividing  them.” — At  Prague,  pro- 
feffor  F.  Jof.  Gerttner'  has  pub- 
lifhed  u  The  Theory  of  the  Lm- 
pulfe  of  Wafer  on  Millwheels,  with 
a  View  to  pra&ical  Application 
and  Experience.”  which  is  faid  to 
be  a  matter-piece  of  pra&ical  ma¬ 
thematical  invettigation,  —  At  AI- 
ten  burg,  M.  D.  C.  C.  Langfdorf 
has  publifhed  “  A  Continuation  of 
the  Elements  of  Flydranlics,  (no¬ 
ticed  in  our  laft  Regifter)  contain¬ 
ing  the  Theory  of  Fly  Wheels,  and 
their  Application  to  Machines,” 
which  is  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
author’s  origiiiaf  work.  —At  Ber¬ 
lin,  the  phyfical  Tociety,  in  confe- 
q ue nee  of  fome  improper  condubl 
on  the  part  of  their  bookfeller, 
came  fome  time  fmee  to  a  refolu- 
-6 
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tion  to  publifh  their  Tranfaclions 
themfelves,  and  to  begin  a  new 
furies.  The  firft  volume  of  their 
“  New  Memoirs,”  which  hath  ap¬ 
peared  in  confequence  of  that  refo- 
lution,  confifts'  of  a  variety  of  ar¬ 
ticles,  many  of  them  important  and 
interetting,  by  authors  of  confider- 
ab;e  reputation  in  the  fcientific 
world.  Among  other  names,  thofe 
or  M.  Bode,  M.  Kartten,  Dr. 
Reus,  Dr.  Lampe,  Dr.  Chladni, 
profeffor  Hacquet,  and  M.  Herbft. 
will  recommend  their  contents  to 
the  attention  of  the  reader.  —  At, 
Prague  hath  been  publifhed  the 
fecond  volume'  of  the  u  New  Me¬ 
moirs  of  the  Royal  Bohemian  Socie¬ 
ty  of  Sciences,”  which,  befides  the 
hittory  of  the  fbciety  from  1791  to 
1 795?  biographical  accounts  of 
deceafed.  members,  and  other  pa¬ 
pers  of  various  merit,  contains  fome 
important  and  valuable  ones  by 
count  Sternberg,  profelfor  Schmidt* 
the  chevalier  Landriani,  baron 
Pakafli,  profeffor  Jof.  Mayer,  pro-- 
fefibr  Gerttner,  mine-counfellor 
Haidinger,  profeffor  Strnadt,  and 
Ab.  Dobrowfkf  —  At  Halle,  Dr. 
fred.  Alb.  C.  Gren  has  publittied 
“  Elements  of  Chemittry,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  lateft  Difcoveries,  in¬ 
tended  as  a  Text  Book  for  acade¬ 
mical  Le&ures,”  vol.  I.  which, 
from  the  author’s  well  known  abi¬ 
lities,  will  be  received  as  an  ac¬ 
ceptable  prefent  by  ttudents  in'that 
fcience.  Inftead  of  the  atomic, 
Dr.  Gren  follows  the  dynamic 
fyftem  of  Kant. —  At  Berlin,  and 
at  Pofen,  :  profeffor  Martin  Hein¬ 
rich  Klaproth  has  published 
a  Contributions  towards  tfe  Che¬ 
mical  Knowledge  of  Mineral  Bo¬ 
dies,  ’  volume  I.  containing  many 
memoirs  and  dittertatiohs,  ioine  of 
them  publittied  before  in  different 
German  colieftjo.us  of  philofopiii-' 
cal  papers,  and  others  original,  on 
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which  the  acknowledged  intelli¬ 
gence,  induftry,  and  accuracy  of 
the  author  cannot  but  ftamp  a  high 
degree  of  value  in  the  eftimation 
of  the  fcientific  world.  —  At  Leip- 
fic,  Dr.  C.  H.  Pfaff  has  publifhed 
An  Eifay  on  the  lateft  Difcove- 
ries  in  animal  Electricity  and  Irri¬ 
tability, containing  an  able  exa¬ 
mination  of  what  has  been  done 
or  advanced  by  others  on  the  fub- 
jefts  of  his  enquiry,  illuftrated  by 
experiments  of  his  own.  —  At 
Weimar,  the  fame  author,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  Dr.  A.  H.  Scherer, 
and  Dr.  C.  C.  F.  Jaeger,  has  pub¬ 
lished  4<  Experiments  on  the  Shin¬ 
ing  of  Phofphorus  in  Azotic  ,Gas, 
with  Remarks  on  M.  Gottling’s 
Eifay  towards  correcting  A.ntiphlo- 
giftic  Chemiftry,”  in  which  many 
fads  are  afcertained,  and  hints 
thrown  out,  which  will  be  ufeful 
to  fcientific  chemifts,  in  determin¬ 
ing  the  conftitution  of  the  perma¬ 
nently  elaftic  fluids,  and  the  che¬ 
mical  action  of  light  and  heat.  — 
At  Halle,  profeffor  J.  C.  Reil  has 
publifhed  the  firft  number  of  a  work 
entitled  44  Archives  of  Phyfiology,” 
containing  an  ingenious  eifay  on 
the  vital  principle  ;  in  which  he 
confiders  the  phenomena  of  orga¬ 
nized  bodies  to  be  the  effects  of 
their  compoiition,  and  the  pheno¬ 
mena  peculiar  to  each  living  fyf- 
tem  to  be  the  coufequence  of  the 
matter  of  which  it  confifts. —  At 
Hanover,  Dr.  J.  D.  Brandis  has 
alfo  publiihed  44  An  Eifay  on  the 
Vital  Principle,”  in  which  he  en¬ 
deavours  to  eftablifh  the  exiftence 
of  a  phlogiftic  procefs  in  the  cellu¬ 
lar  fubftance,  and  urges  many  in¬ 
genious  objections  againfl  the  at¬ 
tempts  made  to  improve  phyfiolo¬ 
gy  by  means  of  the  antiphlogiftic 
chemiftry.  —  At  Konigfberg,  M. 
S.  T.  Soemmering  has  publifhed  a 
Ireatife  On  the  Organ  of  the 
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Soul,”  in  which  he  contends  that 
the  fluid  contained  in  the  ventricles 
of  the  brain  is  the  fenforium  com¬ 
mune,  or  feat  of  the  mind,  and 
fuppofes  that  it  may  poffefs  a  che¬ 
mical  organization  by  which  dif¬ 
ferent  perceptions  may  be  difcri- 
minated.  —  At  Leipfic,  M.  J.  Mat. 
Beckftein,  mine-counfellor  to  the 
count  of  Schaumburg-Lippe,  has 
completed,  in  three  volumes,  his 
important  and  valuable  44  Natural 
Hiftory  of  German  Birds,  for  the 
general  Ufe  cf  Readers  of  every 
Defcription,  particularly  for  Sportf- 
men,  Teachers  of  Youth,  and  Eco¬ 
nomics. At  the  fame  place,  M. 
G.  F.  Hoffmann  has  publifhed  the 
IVth  fafciculus,  of  the  fecond  vo¬ 
lume,  of  his  fplendid  and  accurate 
“  Defcription  and  Delineation  of 
the  Plants  of  Linne’s  Clafs  Cryp- 
togamia,  which  are  called  Lichens,  7 
with  fix  folio  plates,— At  Prague, 
Dr.  J.  Chrifh  Mikan  has  publifh¬ 
ed  44  A  Defcription  of  the  Bom- 
bylii  of  Bohemia,”  illuffrated  with 
four  copper  plates;  and  at  Ham¬ 
burg,  M.  Fred.  Weber,  a  very  pro- 
mifing  young  entomologift,  has 
publiihed  44  An  Entomological  No- 
menclator,  drawn  up  according  to 
the  Syftem  of  the  celebrated  Fa-, 
bricius,  with  the  Addition  of  fuch 
Species  as  have  been  lately  difco- 
vered,  and  the  Varieties.”  —  We 
can  only  add  in  this  department 
the  names  of  the  following  arti¬ 
cles  :  44  Mycological  Obfervations, 
or  a  Defcription  of  the  neweft  and 
mod:  remarkable  Muftirooms,  by 
C.  H.  Perffon,  Part  I.  with  fix 
Copper  Plates,”  publifhed  at  Leip¬ 
fic  ;  44  Phyfiological  Obfervations 
on  Amphibious  Animals  ;  by  Ro¬ 
bert  Townfon,”  publiflied  at  Got¬ 
tingen  ;  Dr.  J.  C.  F.  Schlegel’s 
new  edition,  with  alterations  and 
additions,  of  44  Lieutaud’s  Compk 
lation  of  Difie&ions,  firft  corrected 
S  4  av,d 
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and  enlarged  by  Dr.  Portal,”  in  2 
vols.  published  at  Gotha;  profef- 
for  Gmelin’s  “  Continnation  of 
the  late  Dr.  Murray’s  Materia  Me- 

'  j 

dica,  Part  II.  containing  the  Mi¬ 
neral  Kingdom,”  in  2  vols.  pub¬ 
liflied  at  Gottingen  ;  44  A  Manual 
of  Anatomy,  by  profeflnr  W.  R. 
C.  Wiedemann,”  publiflied  at 
Brunfwick ;  44  Surgico-medical  Ob¬ 
servations,  chiefly  collected  in  the 
Ducal  Hofpital  at  Jena,  by  Dr. 
Juft.  Chrift.  Loder,”  vol.  I.  pub¬ 
liflied  at  Weimar;  44  A  Review  of 
the  moft  noted  and  ufeful  Sur¬ 
gical  Inflruments  of  ancient  and 
modern  Times,  by  Dr.  Julius 
Arnemann,”  publiflied  at  Gottin¬ 
gen  ;  44  ThC  Origin  of  Neurology, 
an  anatomicorhiftorical  Difierta- 
tion,  by  J.  F.  Harles,”  publiflied 
at  Erlangen  ;  u  Medical  Obferva- 
tions  on  fome  very  difficultly  cura¬ 
ble  Difeafes,  by  Dr.  J.  T.  V. 
Selig,”  publiflied  at  Leipfic  ; 
<4  Ideas  on  the  Production  of  Dif¬ 
eafes,  and  the  Influence  of  the  Vi¬ 
tal  Principle  on  their  Origin  and 
Form,  by  Dr  C.  W.  Hufeland,” 
publiflied  at  Jena  ;  44  Some  unpub¬ 
lished  Woiks  of  A.  de  Haen,  to 
which  are  added  Hiflories  of  Dif¬ 
eafes  given  by  Stollius  at  the  Cli¬ 
nical  College,”  edited  by  J.  Eye- 
ref,  ^t  Vienna ;  44  Medical  Litera¬ 
ture  for  the  Year  1794,  by  Paul 
Ufter,”  publiflied  at  Leipfic  ; 

“  Criticifms  on  practical  Medicine, 
with  a  View  of  its  Hiftory,,  and  the 
new  Sy  items,  by  Dr.  C.  Kramp,” 
publifl  ed  at  the  fame  place;  44  A 
Treat ife  on  the  Difeafes  and  phy- 
flcal  Education  of  Children,  by 
Dr.  Clirifl.  Girtanner,”  publiflied 
at  Berlin;  44  An  inaugural  Diflerta- 
tion  on  the  Utility  of  mfpiring 
fixed  Air  in  Confumptions  of  the 
Lungs,  ,bv  G.  F.  Muehry,”  pub- 
li filed  at  Gotha  ;  and  44  The  Phe¬ 
nomena  and  Sympathies  of  Natuye, 


with  the  wonderful  Secret  of  heal¬ 
ing  Wounds  by  mere  Sympathy, 
without  Contadf,  by  means  of 
Vitriol,  according  to  Kenelm  Dig- 
by,  ”  by  father  Celeftine  Stcehr, 
a  Beneditftine  monk  of  Banz,  who, 
at  the  clofe  of  the  eighteenth  cen¬ 
tury,  is  a  beli&ver  in  the  efficacy  of 
fir  Kenelm  Digby’s  fympathetic 
powder,  the  adtion  of  which  he  un¬ 
dertakes  to  explain  1  ! 

Among  the  Hiftorical  productions, 
of  Germany,  we  meet  with  44  A 
Hiftory  of  the  New  World,  trans¬ 
lated  from  the  Spanifli  of.  Don 
Juan  Baptifia  Munoz,  with  illuftra- 
tive  Remarks,  by  M.  C.  Spren- 
gel,”  volume  I.  publiflied  at  Wei¬ 
mar.  This  valuable  work,  in  the 
original,  was  announced  by  us  in 
our  view  of  the  Foreign  Literature 
of  the  year  1793..  In  its  German 
form,  however,  it  appears  with 
greater  advantage,  on  account  of 
the  important  additions  which  it 
has  received  from  the  learned  and 
intelligent  tranflator.  — At  Gieflen, 
Mr.  J.  Ern.  C.  Schmidt  has  pub¬ 
liflied  the  firft  volume  of  44  Frag¬ 
ments  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Middle 
Ages,”  which  is  a  work  of  great 
labour  and  ingenuity,  and  abound¬ 
ing  in  entertainment  and  informa¬ 
tion.  The  firft  fragment  contains 
the  life  and  character  of  Boniface, 
the  apoftie  of  the  Germans ;  the 
fecond,  among  other  things,  pre- 
fents  us  with  probable  arguments  teg 
ftiew,  that  he  was  one  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  inftruments  that  placed  Pepin 
on  the  throne ;  the  third  offers 
ftrong  proofs  that  the  coronation  of 
Charlemagne  at  Rome  was  an  in¬ 
trigue  of  Leo  III ;  and  in  the 
fourth  theauthorundertakesto  fliew, 
how  much  more  defervine  Greso- 

o  o 

ry  VII.  was  of  the  epithet  Great, 
than  the  emperor  to  whofe  hiftory 
the  preceding  fragment  is  devoted. 
—  At  Vienna,  M,  J.  Hager  has 
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published  “  A  new  Proof  of  the 
Kelationfliip  between  the  Hunga¬ 
rians  and  the  Laplanders,”  which 
difplavs  much  hiftorical  and  philo¬ 
logical  knowledge,  and  fatisfaCto- 
rily  eftablilhes  the  author’s  hypo¬ 
thecs  by  proving,  that  the  Hun¬ 
garian  and  Lapland  tongues  are 
dialeCls  of  the  fame  original  lan¬ 
guage.  —  Among  the  articles  in 
German  Literature  under  the  head 
of  Hiffory  the  reader  will  alfo  find, 
an  elegant  Latin  “  Profpectus  of  a 
Work  on  the  Affairs  of  the  Ne¬ 
therlands,  or  a  Commentary  on  the 
Hiffory  and  Hifforians  of  the  Ne¬ 
therlands,  in  which  are  given  a 
Catalogue  of  the  Records  to  be 
publiftied,  the  Argument  of  the 
-Work,  and  the  Heads  of  it;  from 
the  Library  of  Corn.  Francis  de 
Nelis,  Bifliop  of  Antwerp.”  From 
this  profpeCtus  we  are  led  to  con¬ 
clude,  that  the  work  of  which  it  is 
the  harbinger,  cannot  fail  of  proving 
highly  interefting.  It  is  not  men¬ 
tioned  where  this  work  was  print¬ 
ed.  —  At  Berlin,  M.  J.  E.  Kiifter 
has  publiflied  “  a  Picture  of  the 
prefent  War  between  Germany 
amf  France,  with  a  particular  View 
to  the  Part  taken  in  it  by  Pruffia, 
to  the  Concluhon  of  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  at  Bade,”  containing  docu¬ 
ments  which  will  be  valuable  to  the 
future  hiftorians  of  thefe  eventful 
times.  One  grand  objed  of  the  au¬ 
thor  is,  to  fet  up  a  defence  of  the  con- 
duff  purfued  by  Pruffia. — At  Ham¬ 
burg,  a  publication  has  appeared,  in 
a  vols.  generally  attributed  to  M. 
Servan,  formerly  member  of  the  par¬ 
liament  of  Grenoble,  entitled  “  On 
the  real  State  of  France  at  the 
End  of  1795,  and  on  the  Political 
Situation  of  the  European  Powers 
at  the  fame  Period.”  This  work 
contains  much  curious  information 
relative  to  the  internal  ffate  of 
prince,  and  the  difpofitions  and 


proceedings  of  the  allied  powers, 
written  with  more  impartiality  than 
moff  )  of  the  productions  of  the 
1  rench  royaliffs.  The  author  does 
1  ot  defpair  of  the  revival  of  mo- 
1  archy  in  France. — At  Chemnitz 
hath  appeared  “  the  ConduCt  of 
the  French  in  the  Palatinate  of  the 
Rhine,  impartially  delineated  by  an 
Eye  Witnefs,  in  Letters  to  Privy 
Coufellor  Girtanner,”  in  which 
tbe  author  appears  to  reprefent  cir- 
cumftances  and  characters  in  their 
juft  and  proper  colours,  and  has 
collected  a  variety  of  interefting 
anecdotes,  the  authenticity  of  which 
is  corroborated  by  ftrong  collateral 
teftimony. —  At  Augfburg,  Baron 
L.  Von  Unterberger,  major  <mne- 
ral  and  commander  of  the  imperial 
artillery  employed  in  the  liege  of 
Valenciennes,  has  publiffiec?  “  a 
Diary  of  that  Siege,  dedicated  to 
the  Officers  of  .the  Imperial  artil¬ 
lery,  ’  the  principal  object  of  which 
is  to  aferibe  to  himfelf  and  the  Au- 
ftrians  all  the  merit  of  the  conqueft 
of  that  place,  and  to  reprefent  the 
efforts  of  the  Hanoverian  troops  to 
have  been  ufelefs,  and  thofe  of  the 
Britifh  artillery  as  having  contri¬ 
buted  to  retard  the  progrefs  of  the 
fiege.  The  German  reviewers  have 
conviCled  the  author  of  grofs  parti¬ 
ality  and  injuftice  in  his  ffatement 
of  fads.— At  Jena  and  Leipfic,  M. 
C.  Gottlieb  Steinbeck  has  publifh- 
ed  “  A  Chronological  Table  for 
the  Paff,  Prefent,  and  Future,  for 
the  Ufe  of  Germany  at  large,  and 
in  particular  for  Lawyers,  Hiffori- 
ans,  Diplomatifts,  Keepers  of  Re¬ 
cords,  Advocates,  and  Merchants,” 
which  is  reprefented  to  be  an  accu¬ 
rate  and  ufe ful  manual  of  Chrono¬ 
logy  from  the  year  of  Chriff  300, 
and  to  contain  diftinCt  almanacks 
for  every  year  to  the  2000th  of  the 
common  era,  accompanied  with  ta¬ 
bles*  by  means  of  which  the  French 

calendar 
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calendar  is  adapted  to  the  ref.— 
At  Lubec  and  Leipiic, ;  M.  C.  Mei- 
ners,  aulic  counfellor,  has  publiflied 
the  fir  it  volume  of  “.Reflexions  on 
the  Fertility  or,  Barrennefs,  ancient 
and  prefect  State  of  the  principal 
Countries  in  Afla,”  which  exhibits 
the  difference  between  ancient  and 
modern  Alia,  at  leaf  of  the  we  (tern 
part,  with  much  knowledge  and 
judgment,  and  leads,  us  to  form 
considerable  expectations  from  the 
profecution  of  the  author’s. plan,  in 
which  he  defigns  to  pfefentus  with 
an  enquiry  into  the  origin,  bodily 
form,  way  of  thinking,  &c.  of  the 
modern  inhabitants  at  Alia. —At 
Gotha,  M.  A.  Klebe  has  publiflied 
a  well-written  and  pleafing  topo¬ 
graphical  work,  entitled  “  Gotha 
and  its  Environs,”  illuftrated  with 
plates,  and  accompanied  with  two 
prefaces,  one  by  the  author,  the 
other  by  profeflor  Galleti. — At  Ber¬ 
lin,  a  lenfible  and  acute  anonymous 
author  has  publiflied  2  volumes  of 
letters  “  on  Switzerland,  and  the 
Swifs,”  which  are  chiefly  confined 
to  German  Switzerland,  and  fup- 
ply  the  reader  with  muchinterefting 
and  inftruXive  matter.  The  au¬ 
thor’s  reflexions  and  remarks  are 
intended  to  fubferve  the  moral  im¬ 
provement  of  that  country,  and  his 
own. — At  the  fame  place  M.  C. 
Aug.  Fifcher  has  publiflied  a  work 
entitled  “  on  Geneva,  and  the  Le¬ 
man  Lake,”  in  which  he  has  pre- 
fented  his  countrymen  with  fome 
curious  particulars  refpeXing  the 
modern  ftate  of  Geneva,  and  the 
revolutions  which  of  late  years  have 
taken  place  in  the  form  of  its  go¬ 
vernment.— At  Salzburg,  M.  L. 
Huebner  has  publiflied,  in  2  vols. 
“  a  Defcription  of  the  Town  of 
Salzburg,  and  furrounding  DifriX, 
with  its  ancient  Hifory,”  which 
difplays  uncommon  induftry,  and 
much  tafte.  The  fir ft  volume  is 
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devoted  to  topography  ;  the  fecond 
to  ftatiftics. — At  Vienna,  Ant.  Von 
Genfau,  knt.  &c.  has  publiflied  a 
work  in  4  vols.  entitled  “  the  Hif- 
tory  of  the  City  of  Vienna,  in  a  cer¬ 
tain  degree  conneXed  with  the  Hif- 
torv  of  the  Country,”  illuftrated 
with  numerous  plates,  and  fated  to 
be  a  valuable  colleXion  of  faXs, 
refpeXing  the  fate  of  Vienna  at 
different  periods,  and  its  hifory 
from  its  foundation  to  the  year 
1 793,  extraXed  from  various  au¬ 
thentic  documents.— At  Weimar, 
Dr,  H.  F.  Conr.  Henke  has  pub¬ 
lifhed  “  Records  of  modern  Eccle- 
fafical  Hifory  for  17^4,”  which 
work  is  conduXed  on  aii  extenfive 
plan,  yet  with  a  judicious  felec- 
tion  of  materials,  and  difinguithed 
throughout  by  a  fpirit  of  freedom 
and  moderation.  Such  a  publica¬ 
tion  cannot  but  be  ufeful  to  the  age 
in  which  the  author  writes,  and  will 
be  highly  prized  by  fubfequent 
hiforians  of  the  period. — At  Ko- 
nigfberg,  Mr.  J.  Henry  Vofs  has 
publified  2  vols.  of  “  Letters  on 
Mythology,”  abounding  in  learned 
researches,  ingenious  illufrations, 
and  numerous  curious  topics  of  dif- 
cufion,  which  will  be  found  highly 
interef  ing  to  the  reader. — At  Ber-r 
lin,  the  prince  de  Bethune  has  pub¬ 
lifhed  a  folio  volume,  containing 
“  Genealogical  Tables  of  the  one 
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thoufand  and  twenty-four  quarters 
oftbeir  Royal  Highnefles  the  Princes 
of  Fruflia,  Grand  Tons  of  his  Ma- 
jefy  Frederic  William  IL  King  of 
Pruffia.” — At  Leipiic,  J.  F.  Baron 
Racknitz,  has  publiflied  a  repre- 
fentative  “  Hifory  of  the  Tafe  for 
Arabefques,”  which  is  a  fpecimen 
of  a  fplendid  work,  intended  to 
exemplify  by  engravings,  and  to 
illufrate  with  learned  diflertations, 
the  hifory  of  the  tafte  of  the  molt 
diftinguiftied  countries,  in  matters 
of  furniture  and  ornamental  ar- 
»  clflteXure. 
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chite&ure. — At  Vienna,  profeffior 
Eckhel  has  publifhed  the  5th  and 
6th  vols.  of  his  very  learned  and 
inftru6live  “  Doctrina  Nummorum 
veterum,  &c.”  containing  the  Ro¬ 
man  confular,  family,  and  impera- 
torial  coins,  to  the  time  of  the  em¬ 
peror  Hadrian. — At  Prague,  M.  C. 
Ungar  has  publifhed  “  New  Me¬ 
moirs  of  the  ancient  Hiftory  of 
Printing  in  Bohemia,  with  a  com¬ 
plete  View  of  every  Thing  pertain¬ 
ing  to  it,  &c.” — At  Chemnitz,  Dr. 
Girtanner  has  publifhed  an  “  Al¬ 
manack  of  Revolution  Chara&ers 
for  the  Year  1796,”  containing 
much  curious  and  important  hifto- 
rical  and  biographical  matter,  col- 
ledfed  with  induflry,  and  accom¬ 
panied  with  refle&ions  which  are 
frequently  valuable,  but  not  always 
impartial  as  far  as  refpedts  the  cha¬ 
racters  of  the  principal  agents  in  the 
French  revolution. — At  Nurem¬ 
berg,  Dr.  Hacquet  has  completed, 
in  4-  vols.  his  “  Phyfical  and  Poli¬ 
tical  Travels  through  Dacia  and 
Sarmatia,  from  1789  to  1795,” 
which,  among  a  variety  of  fcienti- 
fic  and  economical  remarks,  con¬ 
tain  many  interefling  fads  and  en¬ 
tertaining  anecdotes  illuflrative  of 
the  manners  of  the  inhabitants ;  and 
at  Berlin,  a  Livonian  has  publifhed 
4t  a  Journey  from  Riga  to  Warfaw, 
.through  Southern  Pruffia,  &c.  to- 
Botze  in  Tyrol,”  in  fix  parts,  which 
will  be  found  lively  and  amufing, 
and  particularly  interefling  to  the 
reader’s  curiofity  in  what  relates  to 
the  flate  of  Poland,  and  the  cha¬ 
racters  of  the  principal  aCtors  in  the 
Polifh  revolution. 

The  remaining  articles  which  we 
have  to  introduce  into  our  lift  of 
the  productions  of  Germany,  be¬ 
long  to  the  head  of  Claffical, 
pritical,  and  Polite  Literature.  In 
this  number  we  find  “  Homeri  et 
JjQmefidarum  Opera  et  Reliquiae  $ 
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ex  veterum  Criticorum  Notationi- 
bus,  optimorumque  Exempiarium 
Fide,  recenfuit  Frid.  Aug.  Wolfius. 
Pars  I.  llias.”  vols.  I.  and  II.  pub- 
liflied  at  Halle.  This  is  a  very  im¬ 
portant  and  valuable  work,  by  an. 
editor  poffefled  of  that  erudition, 
critical  fkill,  and  perieveringf  in- 
duftry,  that  peculiarly  qualified  him 
for  undertaking  fuch  a  talk;  and 
it  will  be  gratefully  received  by  the 
claffical fludent.  The  volumes  alrea¬ 
dy  publifhed  contain  the  Iliad,  and 
very  copious  Prolegomena.  In  the 
latter  the  editor  has  given  a  critical 
hiftory  of  the  poems  of  Homer, 
from  their  fir  ft  appearance  to  the 
prefent  time;  and  an  account  of 
the  various  fources  whence  he  has 
drawn  his  emendations  of  his 
original.  His  text  is  accurately 
printed,  but  without  any  verfion, 
notes,  or  fcholia.  The  latter  we 
are  to  expeCt  after  the  Odyftey  and 
other  works  attributed  to  Homer 
have  made  their  appearance.  —  At 
the  fame  place  have  appeared 
“  Hymni  Homericft  cum  reliquis 
Carminibus  minoribus  Homero  tri- 
bui  folitis,  &c.  Textum  recenfuit, 
&c.  Carolus  David  Ilgen,  Phil.  & 
L.L.  O.O.  Prof,  in  Acad.  Jenenfi.” 
This  work  isdiftiuguithed  by  proofs 
of  learning  and  critical  talents,  which 
will  fecure  it  a  favourable  reception 
with  claffical  fcholars.  The  editor 
contends  that  the  Hymn,  to  the 
Delian  Apollo  may  juftly  be  rank¬ 
ed  among  the  works  of  Homer; 
but  that  the  other  hymns  and  fmaller 
pieces  are  not  genuine. — -At  Zulli- 
chau,  M.  C.W.  Halbkart  has  pub- 
lifhed  u  Pfychologia  Homerica, ” &c. 
or,aCommentary  onHomer’sKnow- 
ledge  or  .Opinions  refpe&ing  the 
Soul,’  which  is  fpoken  of  as  a  work 
of  no  inconfiderable  merit  in  point 
of  learning,  as  well  as  ingenuity  * 
—  At  Halle,  another  claffical  work, 
has  been  publifhed,  which  the  edi¬ 
tor’s 
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tor’s  celebrity  renders  it  tinnecef- 

J 

fary  for  ns  farther  to  notice,  than 
by  the  infertion  in  our  catalogue 
of  its  title,  which  is  “  Herodiani 
Hiftoriarum  Libri  Ocfto,  Graece ; 
ex  Recenfione  Frid.  Aug.  Wolfii. 
Textui  fubje£ta  eft  Argumentorum 
et  An  norum  Notatio,  et  praemifta 
Notitia  literaria.”  —  At  the  fame 
place  profeftor  FI.  C.  A.  Eichftaedt 
has  'publifhed  “  Quceftionum  Phi- 
lologicarum  Specimen,”  &c.  which 
is  chiefly  devoted  to  Theocritus, 
and  is  not  unworthy  the  reputation 
which  the  author  had  before  ac¬ 
quired  by  his  critical  labours.  —  At 
Brunfwick,  the  “  Eflays  to  promote 
the  progreffive  Improvement  of  the 
German  Language,”  noticed  in  our 
laft  volume,  ftiil  continue  to  be 
publifhed,  with  credit  to  their  au¬ 
thor,  and  advantage  to  the  objecft 
in  view.  The  materials  already 
fund  (bed  have  been  collected  in 
3  vols.  —  At  Berlin,  D.  Jenifch  has 
publi filed  “  a  Philofophiealand  Cri¬ 
tical  Eftimate  and  Gomparifon  of 
Fourteen  Ancient  and  Modern  Eu¬ 
ropean  Languages,”  a  prize  effay, 
which  difplays  an  extenlive  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  the  beft  writers  of 
Europe,  in  almoft  every  language, 
and  no  mean  critical  abilities.  —  At 
Berlin  have  appeared  two  volumes 
V  on  the  State  of  Letters,  Arts,  and 
Sciences,  in  France,  fince  the  Re¬ 
volution,  being  Extracts  and  Re¬ 
marks  on  thole  Subjebhs.  by  C.  A. 
Bbttinger,”  which  abound  in  in¬ 
formation  and  entertainment,  that 
will  richly  repay  the  reader  for  the 
trouble  of  perilling  them.  It  is 
the  firft  attempt  to  collect,  arrange, 
and  difcriminate  the  materials  re¬ 
lative  to  the  author’s  fubjedts,  feat-* 
tered  throughout  a  variety  of  pub¬ 
lications  of  different  deferiptions. — 
At  Breflaw,  M.  Chrift,  Garve  has 
publifhed  two  volumes  of  44  Effays 
on  various  Subjects  relative  to  Mo¬ 


rals,  Literature,  and  Social  Life,5^ 
which  are  entitled  to  a  refpedlable 
rank  in  the  line  of  critical  and  mif- 
cellaneous  productions.  One  of  his 
papers  on  the  mad  characters  in 
Shakfpear’s  plays,  and  that  of  Ham¬ 
let  in  particular,  is  highly  fpoken 
of  by  the  German  reviewers.  —  At 
Prague  and  Vienna  have  appeared 
three  volumes  entitled  “  The  Mirror 
of  Mankind,  or  Practical  Manual 
for  thofe  who  would  wifh  to  form 
a  Judgment  of  Men  at  once  from 
their  Features ;  compofed  by  a  Man 
who  has  had  Opportunities  of  com¬ 
paring  Men’s  Actions  with  their  Fea¬ 
tures  for  feverai  Years,”  il  luff  rated 
with  numerous  copper-plate  heads, 
which  the  German  reviews  pro¬ 
nounce  fully  to  aniwer  its  title,  and 
to  bear  throughout  marks  of  ex- 
tenflve  obfervation,  and  philofo- 
phical  judgment. — At  Nuremberg, 
M.  G.  Theod.  Strobel  has  publifh¬ 
ed  a  new  and  enlarged  edition 
of  “  Select  Letters  of  Martin  Lu¬ 
ther,  intimately  difplaying  his  worr 
thy  Mind,”  with  literary  remarks*, 
by  the  editor,  explaining  many  cir- 
cumftances  which  would  otherwife 
be  unintelligible  to  the  readers. — At 
Leipfic,  M.  J.  Gotti.  Buhle  has  pub-, 
liflicd  the  third  volume  of  u  The 
Literary  Correfpondence  of  J.  D. 
Michaelis,”  which  is  the  laft  of  th^t 
valuable  and  interefting  collection* 
and  contains  two  indexes,  one  of 
remarkable  paffages  and  names,  and 
the  other  of  the  writers  of  the  let¬ 
ters. —  To  this  department  we  arer 
alfo  to  refer  the  following  publica¬ 
tions:  four  treatifes  irt  Latin,  by 
M,  Chrift.  Jef,  Mueller,  publifhed 
at  Zeitz  and  Leipfic,  one  contain¬ 
ing  44  An  Account  of  a  MS.  of  the 
Epiftles  of  Feterde  Vineis,  in  the  E- 
pifcopal  Library  at  Zeitz;”  and  the 
others  containing  44  Obfervations  on 
Gruter’s  Infcriptions,  enriched  with 
Notes,  &c.  bv  T.  Reinefi<is “  on 
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Bernhard  Bertram,  a  learned  Phi- 
loioger  of  the  Seventeenth  Centu¬ 
ry;”  and  44  on  Suidas,  enriched 
with  the  Remarks  of  T.  Reinefius ;” 
44  A  New  Practical  Italian  Gram¬ 
mar,”  publilhed  at  Frankfort ;  44  Pe¬ 
dagogical  and  Philological  EiTays, 
bv  J.  H.  P.  Seidenftruecker,”  pub¬ 
lilhed  at  Helmftadt ;  44  Account 
of  the  prefent  Regulations  of  the 
Ducal  Academy  at  Gotha,  by  Fred. 
W.  Doering,”  publilhed  at  Gotha  ; 
44  David  Klaus,  a  Book  of  Moral 
Xnftrudbons  for  good  People  of  all 
Conditions,  by  J.  Werner  Streit- 
horft,”  published  at  Haiberftadt; 
44  The  Feaft,  by  Schlofler,”  pub- 
liflied  at  Koniglberg;  44  Hiftorical 
Memoirs  of  teaching  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb,  and  alfo  Blind  Perfons,  &c.” 
publilhed  atLeipfic ;  M  The  Works 
of  C.  M.  Wieland,  complete,”  vols. 
XVI.  to  XX.  both  inclufive,  pub¬ 
lished  at  the  fame  place;  44  The 
Works  of  Cornelius  Ayrenhoff,  in 
4  Vols.”  publi died  at  Vienna; 
44  The  Works  of  C.  A.  Tiedge, 
Vol.  I.”  publilhed  at  Gottingen; 
44  The  Poems  of  Dr.  Valerius  Wil¬ 
helm  Neubeck,  in  2  Volsf”  pub- 
lifhed  at  Liegnitz ;  44  The  Holy 
Sepulchres  at  Korn,  and  the  Pray¬ 
ers,  two  fatirical  Poems,  by  J.  D. 
Falk,”  publilhed  at  Leiplic; 44  Schil¬ 
ler’s  Hours,”  in  2  vols.  for  1793 
and  1796,  publilhed  at  Tubingen; 
44  The  Art  of  Love,  a  Didactic  Po¬ 
em,”  publilhed  at  Berlin ;  44  Rich¬ 
ard  Lion  hearted,  a  Poem,  in  7 
Books,”  publilhed  at  the  fame  place; 
44  Sefoftris,  Pharaoh  of  Mifraim,  a 
Tale  of  other  Times,”  publilhed  at 
Bremen ;  44  fames  and  his  Mailer, 
from  an  unpublifhed  MS.  of  Dide¬ 
rot,  in  2  Vols.”  publilhed  at  Ber¬ 
lin;  44  Clara  Duplelhs  and  Clairant, 
the  Hiftory  of  a  family  of  French 
Emigrants,”  tranflated  into  French 
from  the  German  of  the  author  of 
Rodolf  of  Werdenberg,  in  3  vols. 


publilhed  at  Brunfvvick  ;  44  The 
Hiftory  of  an  Orphan,”  tranftated 
into  French  from  the  German,  and 
publilhed  at  Berlin  ;  44  Charles  Pil¬ 
grims’s  Romance  of  his  own  Life, 
written  by  himfelf,  in  3  Vols.”  pub¬ 
lilhed  at  the  fame  place ;  and  44  The 
Negro  Slaves,  a  Dramatic  Piece,  in 
3  Adis,  by  Prefident  van  Kotzebue,” 
publilhed  at  Leipfic. 

When  we  turn  our  attention  to 
the  literature  of  Switzerland,  the 
fir  ft  publication  which  calls  for  our 
notice,  is  44  A  Treatife  on  the  In¬ 
fluence  of  the  Paflions  upon  Indi¬ 
vidual  and  National  Happinefs,  by 
the  Baronefs  Stael,”  daughter  of 
the  celebrated  .Necker,  publiilied 
at  Laufanne.  This  volume,  which 
contains  only  the  firft  part  of  the 
authorefs’  plan,  is  divided  into  three 
parts..  The  firft  treats  of  the  elfiedfs 
of  each  paflion,  properly  fo  called, 
upon  human  happinefs.  The  fe- 
cond  analyfes  thole  affedbons  which 
form  a  medium  between  the  paf- 
fions  and  the  refources  of  the  mind. 
The  third  part  difcufies  the  re- 
fources  of  happinefs  which  we  find 
within  ourfelves.  On  each  of  the.% 
fubjedts  many  fenfible  and  valua¬ 
ble  reflections  and  obfervations  oc¬ 
cur,  which  deferve  to  be  recom¬ 
mended  on  account  of  their  ten¬ 
dency  to  increafe  the  quantum  of 
public  virtue,  and  to  improve  do- 
meftic  morals.  —  At  Bafle,  an  ano¬ 
nymous  author  has  publilhed  a  trea¬ 
tife,  in  2  vols.  44  on  Equality,  or 
the  general  Principles  of  Civil,  Po¬ 
litical,  and  Religious  Inftitutions, 
preceded  by  an  Eulogy  of  J.  J. 
Roufleau,  by  way  of  Iiitrodudbon.* 
By  equality,  to  which  he  is  attach¬ 
ed,  the  author  imderftands  the  pre¬ 
valence  of  the  general  will,  and  the 
fovereignty  of  the  people;  and  he 
traces  out  the  mifchiefs  which  have 
arifen  from  the  fpurious  dodfrines 
propagated  refpedbng  it.  When 
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ipeaking  of  religions  inftitutions, 
he  is  an  advocate  for  an  eftablifhed 
religion :  and  he  recommends  to 
the  people  of  France,  in  connexion 
with  a  federative  democracy,  an 
eftablifhment  of  chriftiabity,  puri¬ 
fied  and  reduced  to  what  is  ufeful. 

• — At  Zurich,  Fred.  C.  Baron  von 
Mofen  has  publifhed  2  vols.  en¬ 
titled  44  Political  Truths,”  which 
contain  much  intereftine  matter  on 
the  fubjedl  of  government,  and  the 
character  of  governors,  more  par¬ 
ticularly  applicable  to  the  circum- 
flances  oc  the  petty  German  ftates. 
Some  of  his  reflections  difcover  a 
itrange  and  incongruous  mixture 
of  zeal  for  freedom  of  thinking, 
and  the  progreftiv^  improvement 
of  the  human  mind,  and  a  pertina¬ 
cious  attachment  to  a  dogmatic 
fyftem  of  faith  and  church  govern¬ 
ment.  The  author  was  difmiffed 
from  an  employment  which  he  held 
under  the  houfe  of  Wurtemberg, 
on  account  of  the  independence 
of  his  principles;  and  his  writings 
calculated  to  render  the  fervants.of 
princes  the  fervants  of  the  public. 
—  In  Switzerland,  but  without  the 
mention  of  any  particular  place, 
M.  Mallet  du  Pan  has  publifhed 
the  firft  of  a  projected  feries  of  let¬ 
ters  entitled  “  Political  Correfpon- 
dence,  intended  to  ferve  as  Mate¬ 
rials  towards  a  Hiftory  of  French 
Republicanifm,”  in  which  he  dif- 
covers  his  ufual  and  unabated  vi¬ 
rulence  of  invedtive  apainft  the 
French  revolution  ;  and  his  well- 
known  zeal  in  the  caufe  of  kings 
and  religious  eftablifhments,  not 
unmixed  with  fevere  cenfures  on 
the  blunders  of  the  generals  and 
minifters,  who  have  profeffed  to 
adt  in  hoftility  to  the  new  order  of 
things  —  In  the  fame  country  M. 
JSiecker  has  publifhed  four  volumes 
i4  on  theFrenchRevolutiond’  which 
will  naturally  attract  the  attention 


of  the  public,  on  account  of  tfi^ 
part  which  the  author  fuftalned  ifi 
the  French  political  drama  at  thd 
commencement  of  that  grand  events 
They  confift  of  hiftorical  details,  in¬ 
termixed  with  a  variety  of  reflec¬ 
tions,  intended  to  juftify  himfelf 
and  his  adminiftration,  and  to  cri¬ 
minate  his  adverfaries  ;  and  of  cri- 
ticifms  on  the  conffitution  of  179^, 
compared  with  thofe  of  England 
and  America,  the  juftice  of  which 
can  alone  be  afcertained  by  time. 
It  is  not  improbable  that,  before 
the  publication  of  our  next  volume, 
•we  fliall  have  an  opportunity  of 
becoming  acquainted  with  this  work 
in  an  Englifli  drefs.  —  At  Laufanne, 
M.  F.  J.  Durand  has  publifhed  4 
vols.  of  a  work  entitled  44  the  Ele¬ 
mentary  Statiftics  of  Switzerland, 
for  the  Ufe  of  young  people,” 
which  he  fhould  rather  have  deno¬ 
minated  44  Hiftorical  and  Geogra¬ 
phical  Notices,  intended  to  intro¬ 
duce  young  People  to  an  Acquain¬ 
tance  with  the  Objects  worthy  of 
Attention  in  Switzerland.”  Con- 
fidered  under  the  latter  character,  it 
deferves  to  be  recommended  as  a 
methodical,  inftrudtive,  and  amuf- 
ing  guide  to  the  traveller  through 
that  romantic  and  interefting  coun¬ 
try.— At  Zurich,  M.  J.  J.  Hettin¬ 
ger  has  publifhed  44  the  Life  of 
Solomon  Geffner,”  which  is  a  well- 
written  piece  of  biography,  by  an 
eminent  literary  charadter,  wrho 
lived  on  terms  of  intimacy  with 
Geifner,  and  will  prove  interefting 
to  readers  in  every  polifhed  Euro¬ 
pean  country,  on  account  of  the 
widely  extended  celebrity  of  that 
charming  poet.  —  At  the  fame  place 
an  anonymous  writer  has  publifhed 
2  vols.  entitled  44  Notices  of  my 
Travels  in  England,”  which  are 
lively  and  interefting,  and  contain 
remarks  on  the  metropolis,  the 
country*  the  conftitution,  and  the 
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character,  manners,  and  amufe- 
ments  of  the  inhabitants,  inftruc- 
tive  and  entertaining  to  natives  as 
well  as  foreigners.  —  At  Nenchatel, 
M.  Sau fiure  has  publifhed  vols.  V 
— •  VIII.  of  his  44  Travels  in  the 
Alps,”  which  abound  in  a  rich  va¬ 
riety  of  inftru&ive,  curious,  and 
entertaining  matter,  and  will  be 
found  effentially  to  contribute 
to  the  improvement  of  various 
branches  of  fcience,  particularly 
of  mineralogy.  —  At  Zurich,  M. 
C.  M.  Wieland  has  publifhed  vol.I. 
part  I.  of  a  work  entitled  44  the 
Attic  Mufeum,”  which  is  to  con- 
iift  of  tranfiations  of  the'  principal 
Greek  writers  of  the  age  of  Pericles 
and  Alexander,  and  original  efiays 
explanatory  of  the  works  tranfiated, 
or  illuftrative  of  interefting  matters 
of  antiquity. 

Among  the  very  few  articles  in 
Italian  literature  of  which  we  have 
feen  any  account,  the  fir  ft  which 
we  have  to  announce  is  44  Johannis 
Lanigan,  S.  Th.  D.  et  in  Acade¬ 
mia  Ticinenfi  Profefioris,  Inftitu- 
tionum  Biblicarum  Pars  prima,” 
Vol.  I.  publifhed  at  Pavia.  This 
work  is  intended  to  encourage  and 
promote  the  ftudv  of  the  fcriptures, 
which  the  author  complains  is  too 
much  negle£ted  in  the  Italian  uni- 
verfities,  The  volume  before  us 
contains  only  a  part  of  his  plan, 
which  is  to  comprehend  the  hiftory 
of  the  fticred  books,  biblical  anti¬ 
quities,  and  hermeneutics,  or  the 
method  of  interpreting  fcripture. 
In  drawing  it  up  the  author  availed 
himfelf  of  the  aid  afforded  by  the 
beft  modern  critics,  proteffant  as 
well  as  catholic;  and  it  affords 
ample  evidence  of  his  learning,  in- 
duftry,  and  ingenuity.  Exclu five 
of  the  author’s  peculiar  opinions  as 
a  catholic,  he  has  endeavoured  to 
eftablifh  feveral  pofitions  to  which 
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the  moft  rational  and  enlightened 
of  modern  theologues  will  not  fub- 
fcribe.  He  has,  neverthelefs,  dif- 
played  uncommon  liberality  for  an 
Italian  profeffbr  of  divinity,  and 
advanced  principles  and  remarks 
which  muft  render  his  orthodoxy 
fufpecfted  at  .Rome.  —  At  Pavia, 
like  wife,  a  work  has  been  publifh¬ 
ed,  in  2  vols.  entitled  6t  Biblio¬ 
theca  Ecclefiaftica,”  & c.  contain¬ 
ing  a  variety  of  treatifes  on  differ¬ 
ent  fubjecls,  theological,  hiftorica], 
and  mifcellaneous.  The  hiftorical 
are  ftated  to  be  the  moft  valuable. 
—  At  Venice,  Vincenzo  Dandolo 
has  publifhed  a  treatife  entitled, 
44  Elements  of  Chemico-phyficai 
Science,”  which  partakes  at  the 
fame  time  of  the  nature  of  an  ele¬ 
mentary  work,  and  of  adiftionary, 
and  is  well  calculated  to  introduce 
the  nn-initiated  to  an  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  the  principles  of  che- 
miftry.  The  author  is  an  antiphlo- 
giftian.— At  Naples,  Dr.  F.  M. 
Sender!  has  publifhed  a  work,  in. 
Latin,  in  2  vols.  44  on  the  Origin, 
Caufes,  ,and  eaiily  pra&icable  Ex¬ 
tirpation  of  the  Small  Pox,  and 
Contagious  Diforders,”  which  is 
the  refult  of  long  experience  and 
minute  attention,  and  has  procured 
the  ingenious  and  benevolent  au¬ 
thor  the  high  medical  honours  of 
firft  phyftcian  in  Sicily  and  the 
neighbouring  ifles,.and  firft  pro- 
feff'or  of  medicine  in  the  univerfity 
of  Catania.  —  At  Florence,  Dr. 
Vincenzo  Chiarugi  has  publifhed 
a  work,  in  2  vols.  44  on  Infanity, 
general  and  particular,  with  a  Cen¬ 
tury  of  Cafes,”  which,  as  far  as  it 
is  Tpeculative,  coincides  with  the 
opinions  of  Dr.  Cullen.  But  the 
moft  important  part  of  the  work 
confifts  of  the  numerous  cafes  which 
fell  under  the  docflor’s  eye,  in  the 
afylum  belonging- to  the  new  hof- 
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pital  of  St.  Boniface,  at  Florence,  of 
which  he  has  given  an  interefting, 
and  apparently  faithful  relation.  — 
At  Parma,  ProfefTor  J.  Bern,  de 
Roili  has  published,  in  the  Latin 
language,  “  Annals  of  Hebrew 
Printing,  in  the  15th  Century,  with 
copious  remarks,”  which  form  a 
very  fplendicl  work,  reflecting 
great  honour  on  the  indiiftriotts  re- 
fearches  of  the  learned  author.  It 
it  is  a  proper  companion  to  his 
Hiftorico-critical  Enquiry  into  the 
Origin  of  Hebrew  Printing,  which 
was  publifhed  before  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  our  annual  labours. 
—  At  Rome,  M.  E.  Vifconti 
has  publiflied  “  a  Reprefentation 
of  an  ancient  Earthen  Vafe,  found 
in  Magna  Grecia,  and  belonging 
to  his  Highnefs  Prince  Poniatovvlki, 
with  an  Explanation.5’  From  the 
decorations  of  this  beautiful  vafe 
it  appears,  that  arabefques  with 
animals  ifluing  out  of  foliage  are 
more  than  two  thoufand  years  old, 
and  were  ufed  by  the  Greeks  before 
the  time  of  Alexander ;  they,  con- 
fequently,  could  not  have  been 
borrowed  from  Alexandria  in 
Egypt.  From  the  figure  of  Ju- 
iter  on  this  vafe,  w  filch  has  a 
racelet  with  a  gem  on  the  arm,  M. 
Vifconti  obferves,  that  feels  were 
worn  in  this  manner  before  rings 
for  the  fingers  were  invented,  and 
not  about  the  neck,  as  Cavlus 
and  others  have  fuppofed.  — •  At 
the  fame  place,  Dr.  Stephen  Bor- 
fon  has  publiflied  a  “  Letter 
to  M.  Allioni,  M.  D,  ProfefFor 
of  Botany  in  the  Royal  Univerfitv 
of  Turin,  &c.  concerning  the  Fine 
Arts,  and  particularly  rhe  Cabinet 
of  Antiquities  and  Natural  Hiftorv,  . 
of  his  Eminence  the  Lord  Cardinal 
Borgia',  at  Velletri.’’  This  work 
affords  abundant  proof  of  the  tafte 
and  judgment  of  the  author*  But 
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it  is  particularly  valuable  on  ad» 
count  of  the  detail  which  it  ex¬ 
hibits  of  cardinal  Borgia’s  rich 
and  magnificent  collection’/ under 
the  heads  of  Egyptian  Antiquities  \ 
Volfcian  Monuments;  Etrufcan 
Monuments;  Grecian  Monuments  j 
Roman  Monuments ;  Indian  Mo¬ 
numents;  Arabian  Monuments; 
the  Monuments  of  the  Northern 
Nations ;  Mexican  Monuments  j 
Chriftian  Monuments :  each  of 
which  is  fubdivided  into  a  great 
variety  of  curious  and  interefting 
particulars.  — -  At  Boviano,  Count 
Antonio  Maria  Borromeo  has  pub* 
lilhed  u  Notices  of  the  Italian  No* 
velifts,”  in  which  the  relative  me* 
lit  of  many  popular  Italian  novels 
is  appreciated,  and  the  heft  editions 
pointed  out ;  and  an  account  is 
alfo  given  of  eight,  hitherto  inedit* 
ed  works  of  this  description. 

Our  lift  of  the  literary  produc* 
tions  of  France  commences  with 
u  the  Origin  of  all  Modes  of  Wor- 
ftiip,  or  Univerfal  Religion,  by 
Dupuis,  a  French  Citizen,”  in  3 
vols.  4to.  In  this  voluminous 
work  theVuthor  difplays  much  eru* 
dition,  diligence  of  refearch,  inge* 
unity,  and,  we  muft  add,  many  fan* 
ciful  hypothefes,  and  conclufions* 
His  grand  defign  is  to  (hew,  that 
mankind  originally  attached  the 
idea  of  divinity  to  the  univerfe,  and 
its  ee;*ftituent  parts;  and  it)  trace 
the  facts  and  dodtrines  of  chriftia*- 
nity,  as  well  as  the  fidtions  of  pa¬ 
gan  mythology  to  one  common 
fource,  the  hiftorv  or  the  pheno*' 
mena  of  nature  allegorifed.  He 
even  gees  fo  far  as  to  identify  the 
founder  of  our  religion  with  the 
fun,  and  to  deny  his  appearance 
upon  earth  in  a  human  character. 
Such  reveries  will  excite  the  fmile 
of  the  reader  who  is  converfant 
in  the  writings  which  fupport  the 
9  truth. 
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tf&th.  of  revelation.  —  The  author 
of  44  Polytheifm  analyfed  and 
brought  back  to  its  Types?  .or 
Sabeical  Prolegomena,  intended  to 
ierve  as  an  Introdudion  to  the  My¬ 
thology  of  the  Greeks,”  undertakes 
to  trace  the  origin  of  the  worfhip 
of,the  pagan  divinities,.  The  prin¬ 
ciples  of  fuch  worfhip  he  divides 
into  two  parts*,;  the  one  philofo- 
phical,  the  other  purely  imaginary 
,and  fabulous.  The  former  he  en¬ 
deavours  to  trace  to  the  dogmas  of 
a  phyfico-religious  fyflena ;  the  lat¬ 
ter  to  the  ignorance  and  fanatlcifrn 
of  priefts,  and  the  imaginations  of 
poets. — M.  J.  F„  C.  Plan  villain’s 
“  Morality  of  an  Adorer,  or  the 
Art  of  being  happy  in  Society, ” 
contains  a  neat  and  pleating  expla¬ 
nation  of  the  principles  of  morality. 
The  author’s  objed  is  to  fhew,  that 
he  is  moft  happy,  who  occafions  the 
jhappinefs  of  the  greatefl  number 
of  his  fellow  creatures.  —  The 
author  of  a  New  Problem  to  be 
refolved,”  & c.  contends,  with  abi¬ 
lity,  againft  the  eftabliftiment  of 
arfy  religion  in  a  flate,  on  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  abufes  to  which  fuch 
jinftitutions  give  rife.  — r~  M.  Viller 
terque’s  44  Philofophical  Vigils,” 
in  2  vols.  difcufs  various  topics, 
partly  in  morals?  and  partly. in  na¬ 
tural  philofophy.  They  are  often 
lively  and  entertaining,  but  can¬ 
not  be  charaderifed  as  folid  and 
methodical  produdions.  One  prin¬ 
cipal  defign  of  the  author  appears 
to  be  the  defence  of  theifm,  againft 
the  objedions  of  the  advocates  for 
epicurifm.  — ■  44  The  Revolution¬ 
ary  Manual,  or  Moral  Sentiments 
on  the  Politics  of  Nations  in  a  State 
of  Revolution,”  contains  fome  ufe- 
ful  truths,  illuftrative  of  the  caufes, 
cffeds,  and  fpirit  of  revolutions, 
adapted  to  the  ideas  of  republicans. 
!7<A 
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—  The  work  entitled  “  a  Political 
Problem,”  &c.  was  chiefly  com- 
pofed  for  the  ufe  of  the  Batavian 
nation.  In  difcpfling  the  queftion, 
what  is  the  proper  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  for  a  people  who  have  re¬ 
gained  their  liberty,  and  are  jea¬ 
lous  to  preferve  it?  the  author 
brings  forward  many  powerful  ar¬ 
guments  to  fhcw  the  propriety  of 
their  adopting  an  unity  of  govern¬ 
ment,  rather  than  the  federative 
fyftem.  —  M.  J.  P.  Garran’s  44  Poli¬ 
tical  Refearches  into  the  Ancient 
and  Modern  State  ©f  Poland,  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  laft  Revolution  in  that 
Country,”  affords  evidence  of  com- 
prehenfive  enquiry,  and  liberality 
of  fentiment,  that  retied  great  ho¬ 
nour  on  the  author.  They  expofe* 
with  becoming  freedom,  the  caufes 
which  have  prevented  the  progrefs 
of  civilization,  and  the  eftablithment 
of  popular  liberty  in  Poland;  and 
point  out  the  meafures  by  which, 
even  yet,  that  unhappy  country 
may  be  refcqed  from  fts  abjed  ftate 
of  fiavery,  aqd  reftored  to  politi¬ 
cal  independence  and  importance 
among  the  European  nations.— 
The  4<  Letters  on  thg  Agriculture 
of  the  Diftrid  of  Rochelle,  and  the 
Neighbourhood,  by  Citizen  Qhaf- 
ftron,  Cultivator,”  contain  remarks 
and  obfervapons,  the  refult  of  long 
experience  on  artificial  meadows, 
and  the  fearing  of  ftieep,  from 
which  farmers  in  other  diftrids 
may  derive  ufeful  hints.  —  M? 
Baudin’s  treatife  recommending 
44  the  Oil  of  Beech-jnaff,’’:  and  the 
44  Inftrudions  for  the  Golledion  of 
Beedwnaft,  and  the  Extradion  of 
its  Oil,  publifhed  by  the  Commit¬ 
tee  of  Agriculture  and  Arts,”  are 
ufeful  publications  in  rural  econo¬ 
my.  From  the  former  it  appear^ 
that  beech  oil,  when  properly  made, 
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is  equal  in  purity  .to  oil  of  almonds, 
and  capable  of  being  kept  fix  or 
eight  years  without  becoming  ran¬ 
cid  :  the  title  of  the  latter  explains 
itsdefign. — The  committee  of  agri¬ 
culture  have  likewife  printed  44  in- 
fhruCtions  for  treating  the  Rot  in 
Sheep,’*  drawn  up  by  Citizen  F, 
If.  Gilbert ;  and  an  anonymous 
author  has  publifhed  44  a  Treatife 
on  the  Breed  of  Englilh  Iiorfes,” 
tvith  a  view  of  engaging  the  French 
to  attend  to  that  branch  of  rural 
economy. 

Under  the  head  of  Mathematics 
and  Philofophy  we  find  44  a  Trea¬ 
tife  op  Differential  and  Integral  Cal¬ 
culation,  by  J.  A.  J.  Cou fin,  of 
the  National  Iuftitute  of  Sciences1 
and  Arts  at  Paris.”  This  work  is 
the  production  of  an  author  diftin- 
gui  filed  by  the  reputation  with 
which  for  many  years  he  filled  thq 
chair  of  profefior  of  geometry  in 
the  college  o  f  France,  and  is  highly 
fipoken  of  for  its  utility  in  the  fci- 
ence  of  mechanics.  — The  44  Port¬ 
able  Tables  of  Logarithms  from  i 
to  108,000,  &c.  by  Francois  Callet,” 
are  a  new  edition,  by  tile  younger 
Didot,  of  a  very  ufcfifi  work,  re¬ 
markable  for  its  accuracy,  the  ele¬ 
gance  of  its  typography,  and  for 
the  circumftance  of  its  being  print¬ 
ed  fi-ereoiypically,  from  types  fol- 
dered  into  a  folid  mafs:  an  ingeni¬ 
ous  method,  and  of  great  advan¬ 
tage  in  the  printing  of  numerical 
tables,  and  Works  of  permanent  de¬ 
mand.  They  are  adapted  to  the 
new  centefimal  divifion.—  General 
Moritalembert,  in  his  44  Friend  to 
the  Science  of  Defence,”  &c.  con- 
tefrs  feve'ral  of  the  pofitions  laid 
down  by  general  D’Arqon,  in  his 
obfervations  on  fortification,  and 
bh  political  confidcrations,  pub¬ 
lifhed  in  the  Polytechnic  Journal 


of  the  central  fchool  of  puMie 
works.  Profefiional  men  mull  de¬ 
cide  who  is  in  the  right.  — 44  The* 
Architectural  Works  of  Peyre,”  in 
large  folio,  illuftrated  with  twenty 
plates,  have  been  publifiied  by  his 
fon,  who  is  a  member  of  the  clafs 
of  architecture  in  the  national  in- 
flitute,  and  who  has  prefaced  them 
by  an  introductory  eBay,  contain¬ 
ing  a  fcientific  companion  of  the 
temples  of  the  ancients  with  the 
churches  of  the  moderns,  and  fe- 
vera).  elegant  defigns  for  public 
buildings, "in  the  Ryle  of  the  an¬ 
cients. —  The  44  Year  Book  of  the 
Lyceum  of  Arts,  for  the  third 
Year  of  the  French  Republic,  with 
the  Names  and  Addrefles  of  the 
Members  of  the  Directory,  as  well 
as  of  the  Artifts  who  have  obtained 
Prices,”  &c.  affords  ftriking  evL 
dence  of  what  zeal  and  perfeverance 
can  efieCt  under  the  molt  unfavour¬ 
able  circumftances,  and  wiil  give 
pleafure  to  every  one  who  has  the 
fuccefs  of  the  arts  and  fciences  at 
heart.  —  “  The  Agronomical  and 
Nautical  Almanack  for  the  fifth 
Year  of  the  French  Republic  (from 
Sept.  28,  1796,  to  Sept.  21,  1797), 
publifhed  by  Order  of  the  Board  of 
Longitude,”  contains  feveral  valu¬ 
able  agronomical  papers,  and,  in 
particular,  a  catalogue  of  a  thou- 
fand  circumpolarltars;  a  new  theory 
of  Mercury;  and  a  journal  of  af~ 
tronomy  from  1782,  when  Bailly’s 
hiftory  ends,  to  1 789,  by  De  La- 
lande.  —  The  44  Explanation  of  the 
Syftem  of  the  World,  by  Peter  Si¬ 
mon  la  Place,  of  the  National  In¬ 
stitute  of  France,  and  the  Board 
of  Longitude,”  in  2  vols.  cannot 
fail  of  proving  acceptable  to  the 
votaries  of  fcience,  from  the  high 
rank  which  the  author  fuftains^ 
among  modern  geometricians  and 

aftro- 
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nftronomers.  It  treats  of  the  ap¬ 
parent  movements  of  the  celefhal 
bodies,  of  their  real  movements, 
of  the  laws  that  regulate  their  mo¬ 
tions,  of  the  theory  of  univerfal 
gravity ;  and  prefents  the  reader 
with  a  fuccinCt  hiftory  of  aftrono- 
my,  from  the  earlieft  ages  to  the 
prefent  times.  — The  44  Refutation 
of  the  Pneumatic  Theory,  or  the 
new  Syftem  of  modern  Chemiftry, 
by  Lamarc,”  is  an  enlarged  edition 
of  that  author’s  enquiries  into  the 
caufes  of  the  principal  fads  in  phy- 
fics.  —  From  M.  Le  Vaiilant  the 
public  has  received  two  numbers 
of  his  promifed  44  Natural  Hiftory 
of  African  Birds,”  which  are  beau¬ 
tiful  and  fplendid,  and  will  prove 
highly  interefting  to  ornithologifts. 
— -  The  work  entitled  44  Operative 
Medicine,  or  an  Elementary  Trea- 
tife  on  the  Operations  of  Surgery, 
illuftrated  with  Plates,  by  Peter 
Laftus,  Profeftbr  in  the  School  of 
Health  at  Paris,”  in.  2  vols.  and 
the  44  Treat! fe  on  Surgical  Com¬ 
plaints,  and  the  Operations  which 
are  neceflary  for  their  Removal,  by 
Meftrs.Chopartand  Default,  Pfofef- 
fors  in  the  PraClical  School  of  Sur¬ 
gery,”  &rc..  in  2  vols.  are  both  of 
them  works  of  ftetling  merit,  and 
will  be  found  of  conliderable  ufe  to 
young  pra&i  doners. 

The  Historical  department  of 
French  literature  offers  to  us  a  well 
executed  tranflation,  by  Rene  Bi- 
net,  of  profdibr  Meiner’s  fenlible 
and  judicious  44  Hiflorv  of  the  De- 
clenfion  of  Manners  among  the 
Romans,”  which  treats  of  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  Roman  hiftory  compre¬ 
hended  between  the  defeat  of  Per- 
feus  king  of  Macedon,  and  the 
introduction  of  the  imperial  office. 
—  The  44  Revolutions  of  India 
during  the  Eighteenth  Century,  or 
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Memoirs  of  Tippoo  Saib,  Sultan 
of  My  fore;  written  by  himfelf,” 
in  2  vols.  have  been  tranflated  from 
.the  Hindoftannee,  by  Ant.  Fantin- 
Defodoards,  and  are  reported  to  be 
inftruCHve,  curious  and  interefting 
— -M.  De  Lalande  in  his  44  Eftay 
on  the  Interior  Parts  of  Africa,” 
maintains,  in  oppoiltion  to  D’An- 
ville,  that  the  Niger  and  the  Sene¬ 
gal  are  the  fame  river,  and  treats 
of  the  practicability  of  traverfing 
the  interior  parts  of  that  vaft  pen- 
infula,  from  Weft  to  Eaft.  Had 
not  the  records  of  the  African  and 
Eaft-India  Companies  been  un¬ 
happily  deftroyed,  they  would  have 
fupplied  the  author  with  numerous 
particulars  from  which  he  would 
have  been  enabled  to  extraCt  much 
valuable  information  on  the  fubjeCl 
of  this  eftay.  —  The  44  Phiiofophi- 
cal  Hiftory  of  the  French  Revolu¬ 
tion,  from  the  convoking  of  the  No¬ 
tables  by  Louis  X  VI.  to  the  Sepa¬ 
ration  of  the  Convention,  by  Ant. 
Fantin-Defodoards,”  in  2  vols.  is 
air  interefting  and  valuable  work, 
written  after  the  manner  of  Salluft, 
and  with  as  much  impartiality  as 
can  be  expeCted  frona  a  zealous  re¬ 
publican,  but  who  is  neither  Gi- 
rondift  nor  Jacobin.  It  abounds 
in  digreffions,  fometimes  confifting 
of  hiftorical  parallels,  at  others  of 
general  views  of  things,  or  difeuf- 
fions  of  queftions  in  politics;  but 
all  conneCled  with  the  author’s 
main  deli gn. —  44  The  Hiftorv  of 
the  Conlpiracy  of  Louis-Philip- 
Jofeph  D’Qrleans,  ftrft  Prince  of 
the  Blood,  &c.  by  the  Author  of 
the 'Hiftory  of  the  Confpiracy  of 
Maximilian  Robefpierre,”  (noticed 
ainon?  cur  articles  in  Domeftic 
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Literature)  in  3  vols.  in  point  of 
compofttion,  is  written  in  an  able 
and  impreffive  manner,  but  is 
T  2  grofsly 


grofslv  defective  in  the  edentials  of 
accuracy  anr  impartiality.  Many 
parts  of  it,  from' their  total  incon¬ 
gruity  with  other  reprefen  rations 
fupported  by  authentic  documents, 
are  entitled  to  10  higher  character 
than  that  of  romance,  and  mate¬ 
rially  uffeX  tbs  credit  of  he  vv  hole, 
work.- — Of  havid’s  44  EOft'ory  of 
the  Campaigns  of  General  Piche- 
grti,”  and  thre  “  Memoirs  for  the 
Hiftory  of  the  War  of  La  Vendee, 
by  Louis  Marie-Turreau,”  we  have 
already  given  an  account  in  our 
View  of  the  Domeftic  Literature  of 
the  prefent  year.  —  The  u  Account 
of  the  Engagements  and  Events  that 
occurred  in  the  Naval  War  of  1 7  78, 
between  France  and  Eugb.nd;  to 
which  is  added  a  Sketch  of  the  pre- 
fent  War,  p f  the  Caufes  of  i  2 
Ruin  of  the  Navy,  and  the  Means 
of  refforing  it,  by  Rear-admiral 
Kerguelen,”  contains  a  fimpie  and 
unadorned  journal  of  the-  French 
navy  during  the  American  war  ; 
fevere  ftriXures  on  the  prefent  mi- 
niPer  of  the  marine  department ; 
and  the  advice  of  one  of  the  belt 
fearnen  in  France  for  pieferving 
the  f  rench  navy  from  irretrievable 
ruin,  which,  as  the  miniuers  have 
not  thought  proper  to  adopt  it,  he 
has  deemed  highly  neceiTary  to  be 
laid  before  the  public. — The  “  Re¬ 
flexions  on  the  Colony  of  St.  Do¬ 
mingo,  or  an  Enquiry  into  the 
Caufes  of  its  Ruin,  the  Meafures 
jidopted  to  re-eftablhli  it,  with  a 
Sketch  of  the  Plan  of  Organization 
proper  to  reilore  its  ancEnt  Splen¬ 
dor,  adureffed  to  the  Friends  qf 
Commerce  and  National  Profpe- 
jity,”  in  2  vois.  abound  in  hifto- 
yical  information,  and  important 
political  and  economical  remarks, 
which  will  be  found  interefting  to 
leaders  in  general,  and  merit  the 
attention  of  the  French  goyern- 


rnent  on  their  obtaining  entire  pok 
felfion  of  that  iCand.~~( u  The  Hif- 
tosic  and  Republican  Gallery  o ? 
the  celebrated  Men  of  all  Ages  and 
Nations,”  is  the  commencement  of 
a  feries  of  volumes  intended  to  form 
a  philofophical  hiffory  or  the  moft 
celebrated  men  of  former  and  mo¬ 
dem  times,  fages,  learned  men, 
hardy  republicans,  and  artifans; 
and  of  the  different  empires  and 
governments,  including  the  princi¬ 
pal  epochs  of  theFrencd  revolution. 
The  editor  defigns  to  complete  it 
in  12  vols.  izmo.  illuftrated  with 
plates.  —  M.  Dubois’  “  Hifforical 
Account  of  Chrift.  William  La¬ 
mp!  gnon  Malesherbes,”  is  a  good 
biographical  fketch  of  a  celebrated 
cbaraXer,  whom  the  editor  com¬ 
pares  with  the  famous  Englifh 
chancellor  More,  —  The  “  Travels 
of  two  Frenchmen  in  Germany, 
Denmark,  Sweden,  Ruffia,  and 
Poland,  performed  in  1790-1-2,** 
in  5  vols.  are  dift’mguifhed  by  no¬ 
velty  and  acutenefs  of  remark, 
boldnefs  and  impartiality  of  fenti- 
ment,  and  pontain  a  valuable  fund 
of  information  for  the  artift,  th$ 
virtuofo,  the  merchant,  and  the 
traveller. — Citizen  Da'min’s  Ci  Trip 
to  Chantilly,  in  Profe  and  Verie,” 
will  prove  an  agreeable  companion 
to  the  traveller  who  may  vifit  thaf 
beautiful  feene. 

•  The  la  if  articles  which  we  have 
to  notice  in  French  literature  are 
Clascal,  Critical,  or  Mifcellaneous. 
In  this  number  js  the  hr  ft  volume 
of  “  the  Works  of  Xenophon^ 
translated  into  French,  from  the 
printed  Editions',  and  four  MSS.  in 
the  National  Jdbrary,  by  Citizen 
Gail,  profeffor  of  Grepk  Literature 
at  the  French  College,  Cambray 
Place.  This  truncation  is  free  and 
carefully  executed,  and  accompa¬ 
nied  with  the  original,  together 
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•$ft§!  notes  and  various  readings, 
which  ihew  the  editor  to  be  pof- 
lefled  of  teaming,  good  tafte, 
know] edge  of  languages,  and  zeal 
for  the  improvement  of  letters.  — 
■**  The  Pronunciation  of  the  French 
language  determined  by  invariable 
Signs,”  is  an  anonymous  work, 
which  is  faid  to  poffefs  coufiderabte 
merit.  -  ■ “  The  Works  of  Montef- 
quieu,”  in  5  vols.  from  the  prefs 
of  Didot,  is  the  moft  complete  edi¬ 
tion  which  hath  hitherto  appeared 
of  the  productions  of  that  cele¬ 
brated  writer,  and  is  rendered  va¬ 
luable  by  the  notes  of  Helvetius 
to  the  firft  eight  books  of  the  Spirit 
pf  Laws,  and  an  eulogy  of  the  au¬ 
thor  by  D’Alembert.  --  The  vo¬ 
lume  of  44  Maxims,  Thoughts, 
Characters,  and  Anecdotes,  by  Ni¬ 
colas  Chamfort,  one  of  the  Forty 
Members  of  the  French  Academy, 
preceded  by  an  Account  of  his 
Life,”  by  his  friend  Gingue, 
like  moft  of  the  reliquiae  of  cele¬ 
brated  characters,  contains  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  what  is  excellent,  tolerable, 
2nd  indifferent.  The  reader  will, 
however,  from  the  whole,  derive 
jaiucli  entertainment,  particularly 
from  the  memoirs  of  the  author.  — - 
“  MirajbeajPs  Letters  to  Chamfort, 
printed  from  the  Original^  by  Mira- 
beau's  owa  Hand,”  were  written 
during  the  author’s  journey  to  Eng¬ 
land,  and  contain  fome  bold  fketch- 
jes  of  this  country,  and  numerous 
paffages  that  give  a  confiderable 
infight  into  the  character  of  the 
writer.  —  44  The  French  Spec¬ 
tator  during  the  Revolutionary  Go¬ 
vernment,  by  Citizen  De  la  Croix, 
formerly  Profeffor  of  Public  Law 
an  the  Lyceum,”  confifts  of  mifcel- 
laneous  effays,  fuppofed  tetters, 
and  anecdotes,  fome  ferious,  and 
|b me  lively,  which  difplay  much 
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ingenuity,  good  tafte,  and  juft 
reflection,  and  uniformly  breath® 
a  fpfirit  calculated  to  heal  the 
wounds  occafioned  by  civil  difT 
cord,  and  to  foften  party  preju? 
dices. 

The  following  publications  will 
both  gratify  curiofity,  and  prove 
acceptable  to  the  lover  of  the  fine 
arts:  the  44  Collection  of  New 
Dreffes  of  the  Conftituted  Au¬ 
thorities,  both  CiviLand  Military,” 
and  44  the  Dreffes  of  the  Repre- 
fentatives  of  the  French  People, 
Members  of  the  two  Councils, 
Executive  Directory,  Minifters, 
Courts  of  Juft  ice,  Meffengers  of 
State,  and  other  public  Officers,” 
both  illuftrated  with  numerous  ele¬ 
gant  plates.  The  editor  of  the 
latter  ftates  in  his  preface,  that 
44  celebrated  artifts  have  executed 
the  new  conftitutional  dreffes,  de¬ 
igned  by  tafte  and  genius,  formtd 
after  the  antique,  and  which  are 
at  once  worthy  of  republican  ftate- 
linefs,  and  the  riches  of  an  opu¬ 
lent  nation.”  —  The  44  Fables  of 
Mancini  Nivernois,  published  by 
the  Author,”  in  two  volumes,  are 
written  in  pleafing  verfification, 
and  are  diftinguifhed  by  juftnefs 
of  Tentiment,  and  delicacy  of  feei¬ 
ng- 

We  clofe  our  catalogue  of  the 
productions  of  France  arid  of  Fo¬ 
reign  Literature,  with  the  titles  of 
the  following  publications :  44  The 
Luciniad,  or  the  Art  of  Mid¬ 
wifery,  a  DidaCtic  Poem,  by  M. 
Sacombe ;  44  The  Jacobiniad,  or 
the  Madnefs  and  Agonies  of  the 
Jacobins,  a  Heroi-oomic  Poem, 
in  four  Cantos  p’  44  the  Adven¬ 
tures  of  Anfelm,  or  Mifcellany  of 
Philofophy  and  Literature,”  in  four 
volumes;  44  Amufing  Evening^ 
Entertainments,  a  Collection  of 

Novels^ 


j>943  Foreign  literature. 

Novels,  from  French,  Englifh,  Ger-  fter,  by  Diderot/'  in  two  volumes, 
man,  ind  other  writers “  the  a  work  which  we  alfo  announced* 
Child  of  the  Carnival/'  intended  with  a  variation  in  the  title,  in 
to  expofe  the  cruelties  of  the  our  lift  of  the  produ&ions  of 
revolutionary  government ;  and  Germany. 

“  James'. the  Fatalift  arid  his  Ma- 
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